
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 

 

  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS AUG 14 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the autobiography "Triumph of the Indian Republic: My 
Life, My Struggles" of the 14th President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi 
on 12th August 2026. 
• Ram Nath Kovind served as the 14th President of India from 25 July 2017 to 25 July 2022.  
• He was also the Governor of Bihar from 2015 to 2017 before becoming President.  
• Vigyan Bhavan is a major conference venue in New Delhi used for official government functions, 
national events, and policy-related meetings 
 • It is located on Maulana Azad Road in the central part of the city.  
• An autobiography is a first-person account of a person’s own life, written by the person concerned.  
• Such works usually include childhood, education, public service, personal struggles, and major life 
events.  
• The autobiography was referred to as Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles in 
most major references.  
• Some references also used a slightly different title form, The Times of the Indian Republic: My Life, 
My Struggles. 
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• International Youth Day is an annual awareness day designated by the United Nations, observed 
globally on 12 August.  
• The idea of declaring International Youth Day was mooted by the youth at the first session of the 
World Youth Forum of the United Nations System held in Vienna in 1991. 
 • In 1998, the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth recommended declaring 12 
August as World Youth Day.  
• On December 17, 1999, the United Nations General Assembly endorsed the celebration of this day 
on 12 August.  
• According to the United Nations, the first International Youth Day was celebrated on 12 August 
2000.  
• 2026 Theme: Different Contexts, Common Aspirations.  
• This year’s theme places particular attention on young people living in Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), who 
often experience overlapping challenges linked to poverty, climate change, geographic isolation, 
limited economic opportunities, and unequal access to digital technologies.  
• At the same time, these young people continue to demonstrate resilience, leadership, and 
innovation in advancing sustainable development within their communities and beyond. 
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• India marked World Elephant Day on 12 August 2026 with official statements on elephant 
conservation, habitat protection, and human-elephant conflict management. 
 • The country has 33 Elephant Reserves across 14 States and 150 scientifically validated elephant 
corridors. 
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 • India is home to nearly 60% of the global wild Asian elephant population. 
 • World Elephant Day is observed on 12 August.  
• The Asian elephant is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 
 • Elephant Reserves are landscape-level conservation areas notified for elephant populations and 
their movement routes.  
• Elephant corridors are narrow habitat links used by elephants to move between larger forest 
patches.  
• India’s 33 Elephant Reserves are spread across 14 States, and 150 corridors have been scientifically 
validated for conservation planning.  
• Project Elephant is a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 1992 for elephant conservation, 
habitat protection, and mitigation of human-elephant conflict. 
 • The scheme supports states in monitoring elephant populations, protecting corridors, and 
reducing conflict in affected landscapes.  
• Human-elephant conflict occurs when elephants and people compete for land, crops, water, or 
movement space.  
• Andhra Pradesh has used trained kumki elephants and HANUMAN teams for wildlife response and 
conflict mitigation. 
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• NASA has invited the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to join its Moon Base 
programme under the Artemis Accords.  
• The discussions on lunar cooperation and open scientific data sharing were linked to India’s 
signature on the Artemis Accords on 21 June 2023. 
 • The Artemis Accords are a set of non-binding principles for civil space exploration and use, 
launched by the United States in 2020. 
 • They cover transparency, interoperability, emergency assistance, release of scientific data, and the 
registration of space objects.  
• India became a signatory to the Artemis Accords on 21 June 2023.  
• The formal invitation was discussed during the 9th meeting of the India-U.S. Civil Space Joint 
Working Group (CSJWG), held at ISRO headquarters in Bengaluru on 5–6 August 2026.  
• The opening segment was addressed by Dr. V. Narayanan, Chairman of ISRO and Secretary of the 
Department of Space, and H.E. Sergio Gor, the U.S. Ambassador to India.  
• The bilateral talks were co-chaired by M. Sankaran of the UR Rao Satellite Centre on the Indian 
side, Dr. Wesley Brooks of the U.S. side, and Kathleen Karika, NASA Associate Administrator. 
 • The CSJWG is a formal mechanism for civil space cooperation between India and the United 
States.  
• The Moon Base programme is part of NASA’s broader Artemis architecture for sustained lunar 
exploration.  
• Artemis includes the Orion spacecraft, the Space Launch System, the Gateway lunar station, and 
planned human missions to the Moon 
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• V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority (VOCPA) in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, became India’s first 
major port to achieve Scope-2 Emission-Free status on 10 August 2026.  
• The port also became the first in India to secure ISO 50001:2018 certification for its Energy 
Management System. 
 • Scope-2 emissions are indirect greenhouse gas emissions from purchased electricity, steam, 
heating, or cooling.  
• A port can record zero Scope-2 emissions when its renewable energy generation exceeds its total 
electricity consumption during a defined period. 
 • Independent verification for the fourth quarter of the 2025– 26 financial year confirmed that VOC 
Port’s renewable energy generation was higher than its electricity use.  
• Certification data showed that renewable energy met 93.89% of the port’s total electricity 
consumption during the full 2025–26 financial year.  
• Bureau Veritas recognised the port as Scope-2 EmissionFree, and Indian Register Quality Systems 
awarded the ISO 50001:2018 certification.  
• ISO 50001:2018 is an international standard for establishing, implementing, maintaining, and 
improving an energy management system.  
• VOC Port’s active green infrastructure includes 7.04 MW of solar capacity and 2 MW of wind 
capacity.  
• The port has also planned 2 MW of ground-mounted solar capacity, 17 MW of wind capacity with 5 
MWh battery storage, and a Green Hydrogen Hub. 
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