
Summer 2025

 WEDDINGS 
HONEYMOON

FASHION



,

,GRACE  
ORMONDE  
ROMANCE
COLLECTION 
HOTELS
EDITORS   
PICKS   
HONEYMOON



Rami Al Ali 
ramialali.com



Discover the Collection | Tel. +1.574.367.2930 | louhansell.com

L U X U R Y  B R I D A L  C O L L E C T I O N



Discover the Collection | Tel. +1.574.367.2930 | louhansell.com

L U X U R Y  B R I D A L  C O L L E C T I O N



> cover:
Dress: Tony Ward

™

Editor-in-Chief: Grace Ormonde

Publisher/Executive Editor: Yanni Tzoumas

Art Director: Miner Grillo Fernández 

Managing Editor: Lauren Malamala
Editor/Special Projects: Paula DaCosta  
Features Editor: Nancy Old  
Travel Editors: Maneli Wilson, Veronica Bonazza, Paula Goins

Contributing Writers: Lauren Malamala,  Veronica Bonazza, Paula Goins, Nicolle Potvin 
Contributing Photographers: Josh Wong, Kellie Walsh Photography, Cheryl Richards  
 
 
Contributing Cinematographers: Kellie Walsh Photography, Josh Wong                       

Integrated Marketing Directors: Paula DaCosta, Deborah Russell, Carolyn Carver          

Accounting: Cynthia Booth  
 
 

Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™ 2025  
©2025 Elegant Publishing, Inc.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without  
the specific written permission of Elegant Publishing, Inc.

Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™  

Recipient Premier Print Awards Spring/Summer 2018  
Recipient of the North America Gold 2002 and North America Silver 2003 SAPPI  
Printer of the Year Award for Best Print Quality in Soft Cover Category 
Winner of the 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2007 Gutenberg Printing   
Award for North America in the Magazine Soft Cover Category 
Winner of the 2001 American Graphic Design Award   
Sponsored by Graphic Design: USA 

Published by
Elegant Publishing, Inc.
PO BOX 89 Barrington, RI 02806  
T: 401.245.9726
Contact@WeddingStyleMagazine.com 

WeddingStyleMagazine.com
Instagram: @wedding_style
Facebook: Facebook.com/WeddingStyle
X: @wedding_style
Pinterest: Pinterest.com/GoWeddingStyle 
Vimeo: vimeo.com/weddingstylemagazine
YouTube: graceormonde

Editorial Submissions: WeddingStyleMagazine.com/Submissions

Thank you to the professionals who took time to respond to our questions and shared their 
expertise. 
The opinions expressed by the professionals interviewed are their own.  Other professionals in 
the same field may express differing views. The obligation of Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™ 
ends at bringing you the opinions of well-recognized experts and allowing you to make your own 
judgments.  While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information in Grace Or-
monde Wedding Style™, no responsibility can be accepted for the quality of goods and services 
supplied by advertisers or printers errors.  All advertisements are accepted and published on the 
representation that advertiser is properly authorized to publish the entire contents and subject 
matter thereof.  All editorial images not specifically credited to a photographer are courtesy of 
the respective company and used with their permission.

in
es

di
sa

nt
o.

co
m





CELE-
CELEBRATE

LOVE
LOVE

CELEBRATE
Grace Ormonde
Editor-in-Chief



Website: WeddingStyleMagazine.com

Blog: WeddingStyleMagazine.com/blog

Facebook: Facebook.com/WeddingStyle

X: @wedding_style

Instagram: @wedding_style

Pinterest: Pinterest.com/GoWeddingStyle

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 JK
 S

tu
di

o 

STAY
CONNECTED



this page clockwise:
Wedding Dress: Rami Al Ali 
Wedding Dress: Rami Al Ali 
Shoes: Aquazzura

opposite page clockwise:
Bracelets: Piaget 
Dress: Maticevski 
Necklace: Mindi Mond

40

40

22



this page:
Couture: Zuhair Murad  
Earrings: Martin Katz 

> fashion/runway:
Fashion Feature 40

Evening Wear 70 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 K
el

lie
 W

al
sh

, 4
 E

ye
s P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy

37

46

70

34



98> departments: 
Editor’s Picks 22 

Men’s Accessories 28 
Aurora Anguilla 
Resort & Golf Club 168  
Banyan Tree 
Mayakoba 182

Lifestyle 198

114

28

28



Dream weddings 
are made of this. 

You’ve waited for this special day forever. And whether you dreamed of an intimate 
ceremony or a reception for hundreds, you always knew your wedding would embody 

elegance, luxury and romance. Your wait is  
almost over. Your happily ever after is just beginning.

TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, CONTACT OUR WEDDING SPECIALISTS 

CALL 855 686 5534  |  EAUPALMBEACH.COM/WEDDINGS  

100 SOUTH OCEAN BLVD. MANALAPAN FL 33462   #EAUMOMENTS | @EAUPALMBEACH_EVENTS 
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FOR THE TWO OF YOU,

PARADISE WILL DO.

PARADISECOAST.COM/WEDDINGS

ONLY PARADISE WILL DO.

Florida’s Paradise Coast  
is a Top Destination for  
Weddings on the Beach
In Southwest Florida, Naples, Marco Island 

and the Everglades offers endless possibilities 

for your dream destination wedding. Here, the 

Gulf of Mexico’s clear waters meet soft white 

sands, creating an idyllic backdrop for your 

special day. Florida’s Paradise Coast offers a 

unique blend of beachfront beauty, culture, 

and outdoor activities, making it a one-of-a-

kind wedding destination filled with luxury and 

excitement. From a thriving arts and culture 

scene to culinary adventures and award-

winning golf courses, you and your guests will 

enjoy every moment in Paradise.

The ideal months for beach weddings on 

Florida’s Paradise Coast are April, May, 

October, and November, offering optimal 

weather, easy beach access and seasonally 

adjusted rates. 

Imagine exchanging vows 

against the backdrop of 

Naples’ iconic Wedding 

Beach or Marco Island’s serene shores. With 

30 miles of white sand beaches, you can 

find a spot that’s perfect for everything from 

intimate beach ceremonies to large group 

celebrations. And if it’s a sunset ceremony 

you’re looking for, get ready to be wowed. 

Florida’s Paradise Coast is famous for 

stunningly colorful and dramatic skies as the 

sun goes down. 

Rarely does a destination offer such a variety 

of different vibes and experiences, letting you 

find the perfect setting no matter what you’re 

looking for. For chic urban sophistication 

matched with upscale luxury, Naples offers 

unparalleled elegance. Wedding guests can 

explore picturesque streets lined with cafes, 

boutiques, and art galleries, all just minutes 

away from stunning beaches and breathtaking 

Gulf sunsets. Luxury resorts such as the 

Edgewater Beach Hotel and The Ritz-Carlton, 

Naples offer refined venues amidst Naples’ 

natural beauty.

Marco Island’s white sand beaches and 

crystal-clear waters create a more casual and  

enchanting setting for beach weddings. With 

luxurious beachfront resorts like JW Marriott 

Marco Island Beach Resort and Hilton Marco 

Island Beach Resort and Spa, couples can 

treat themselves and their guests to upscale 

accommodations, world-class amenities, and 

impeccable hospitability. 

Looking for something more rustic? 

Everglades City offers old Florida charm 

with close proximity to the natural beauty of 

Everglades National Park. Couples seeking a 

slower pace and outdoor adventures will love 

exploring this unspoiled oasis, perfect for day 

trips during the wedding weekend.

Choose Naples, Marco Island and the 

Everglades for the destination wedding of 

your dreams. Because for the perfect blend 

of romance, luxury, and natural beauty, Only 

Paradise will do.

For more information on planning your 

wedding on Florida’s Paradise Coast, visit 

paradisecoast.com/plan-your-trip/weddings. 
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1 & 2 Aquazzura Hibiscus Sandal 
in Rich Emerald and Strawberry.  
aquazzura.com 
3 Jimmy Choo Bon Bon Ivory in 
Satin with pearls.  jimmychoo.com 
4 Roger Vivier  I Love Vivier 
Strass-Detail Satin Sandals in Blue. 
rogervivier.com 
5 & 6  Piaget  Piaget Cuff 
Watches. piaget.com
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1  Aquazzura Noches Tropicales 
Sandal in Tuscan Sun. aquazzura.com  
2 Buccellati Mosaico Pendant d 
Earrings. buccellati.com 
3 Renisis Blue Sapphire Curl Ring. 
renisis.com 
4 Jimmy Choo Isa  Leather Slides  in 
Latte.  jimmychoo.com 
5  Mindi Mond Clairty Cigar Band 
in 18k White and Yellow Gold. 
mindimondny.com 
6 Aquazzura Bow Tie Pump in White 
and Blue. aquazzura.com 
7  Aquazzura  Marea Sandal in Baby 
Blue. aquazzura.com 
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Sedona, Arizona
Destination Weddings
Experience moments of awe with a destination wedding set in  
Sedona’s breathtaking Boynton Canyon. 

It’s here that you and your wedding guests will be captivated by the picturesque 
canyon views, exceptional resort service, creative culinary presentations and 
illuminating night sky that makes Enchantment a destination beyond compare. 
Whether you are planning an intimate affair or a grand gala, our 70-acre resort 
offers the privacy and personalization to make your dream day a reality.

www.enchantmentresort.com   |   844.512.5860 LEARN MORE

Andrew Holman Photography

Sedona Bride Photographers

Sedona Bride Photographers
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> men’s accessories:

DISTINCT

FOR HIM
ACCENTS

1 Piaget Polo Perpetual Calendar 
Obsidian Watch. piaget.com 
2 Seaman Schepps Cushion Cufflinks 
in Blue Topaz and Sapphire. seaman-
schepps.com 
3 Ulysse Nardin Diver Watch. ulys-
senardin.com 
4 Seaman Schepps Lapis Bar Cuf-
flinks. seamanschepps.com 
5 Jimmy Choo Foxley Loafer Black 
with Tassel. jimmychoo.com
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1 Ulysse Nardin Diver Watch. ulyssenardin.com  
2 Brunello Cucinelli Calfskin Loafers.  
brunellocucinelli.com 
3 Soul of Nomad Leather Golf Bag.  
soulofnomad.com 
4 Abask Puiforcat 1930 Sterling Silver and  
Sycamore Cigar Humidor Case. abask.com  
5 Louis XIII The Drop Cognac Collection Box.   
Louisxiii.com 
6 Brunello Cucinelli Titanium Sunglasses in Silver. 
brunellocucinelli.com
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Graff Classic Butterfly Necklace in White 
Gold and Solitaire Pear-Shaped Diamond 
Ring. graff.com  
 
1 Graff Yellow Oval Diamond Solitaire 
Earrings. graff.com 
2 Kwiat Oval Solitaire in Platinum.  
kwiat.com  
3 Avi & Co. Emerald-Cut Diamond Ring. 
aviandco.com

> diamond jewelry:

CURVES AND 
     EDGES 
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Opposite Page:  

Graff Diamond Engagement Ring.  
graff.com

 

1 Kwiat Eternity Wedding Ring in Platinum. 
kwiat.com  
2 Tiffany & Co. The Tiffany Setting 
Engagement Ring. tiffany.com 
3 Mindi Mond Diamond by the Yard 
Necklace. mindimondny.com

In the world of fashion and design, contrast 
is everything – and this season’s top diamond 
jewelry picks are a dazzling representation of the 
duality between softness and structure. At the 
heart of it all is shape: round, oval, and emerald-
cut diamonds celebrate the interplay between 
feminine fluidity and architectural form. 

A well-cut diamond has a palpable sense of 
luxury and power, regardless of whether a bride 
chooses a whisper thin band of pavé stones or 
a statement-making pair of drop earrings. The 
silhouette of the stone, with all its curves or 
edges, adds a remarkable finish to any ensemble 
when cut to perfection.

Round and oval diamonds evoke a romantic 
softness – an effortless and classic sense of glamour 
that many brides resonate with for their wedding 
day jewelry and engagement rings alike. Oval cut 
diamonds, in particular, are having a moment, 
as they tend to be flattering in every setting from 
floating solitaire pendants to gleaming three-stone 
engagement rings. Their elongated curves feel 
elegant and sophisticated, subtly catching the light; 
and few rings look as immaculate as a single, large 
oval-cut diamond solitaire engagement ring in a 
simple platinum setting.

For brides who prefer a bit of edge and 
structure, there’s the emerald cut. Precise, linear, 
and objectively chic, this angular diamond 
silhouette lends a quiet confidence to any piece 
of jewelry. It’s the stone shape for minimalists 
and maximalists alike, pairing bold simplicity 
with subtle air of drama. When crafted with 
metalwork or flanked by side stones, emerald-
cut diamonds channel a sense of vintage 
sophistication that never feels dated.

2

3

1



The juxtaposition between curves and 
edges comes to life in this season’s standout 
diamond jewelry pieces. Mindi Mond captures it 
beautifully, with diamond and emerald designs 
that blend old-world glamour with an editorial 
finish. Her jewelry pieces feel cinematic, with 
earrings and necklaces that spark curiosity 
and catch the most discerning eye. Brides may 
choose to offset their wedding gown with an 
unexpected pop of color, or pair Mindi Mond’s 
pieces with a sleek and sexy all-black ensemble 
for a rehearsal dinner look.

Kwiat, a high jewelry house long revered 
for its craftsmanship, stands out this season 
for its array of classic engagement rings. Oval 
solitaires set in platinum; diamond-encrusted 
wedding bands; angular cushion cut engagement 
rings with side stones. These are all pieces that 
transcend trends, and can easily be customized 
to suit any bride’s personal style.

For bridal earrings, this season’s standout pair 
belongs to Graff, whose canary-yellow diamond 
solitaire earrings pair sparkling white diamonds 
with the most stunning pop of sunshine. They are 
classically glamorous without being predictable, 
and match seamlessly with a variety of wedding 
dress silhouettes, from curve-skimming bridal 
gowns to full-skirted princess styles. 

While diamonds are intended to be heirloom 
pieces and passed down for generations, they 
are anything but static in inspiration and design. 
Whether the wearer gravitates more toward 
oval cuts or emerald shapes, designers are 
interpreting these classic stones in ways that 
are fluid, transformable, and complementary to 
anyone’s personal style. 

> Written by Lauren Malamala 
For more feature weddings and resources visit  
WeddingStyleMagazine.com

Opposite Page: 

Graff Engagement Ring, Diamond 
Necklace and Bracelet. graff.com  
 
1 Kwiat Eternity Wedding Ring with 
Ashoka Diamonds in Platinum. kwiat.com  
2 Kwiat Engagement Ring with Cushion 
Diamond and Side Stones in Platinum. 
kwiat.com 
3 Levy’s Fine Jewelry Antique  
Oval-Cut Diamond and Platinum. 
levysfinejewelry.com
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Sareh Nouri 
sarehnouri.com
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House of Gilles 
houseofgilles.com
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Georges Hobeika
georgeshobeika.com
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HERA COUTURE 
HeraCouture.co.

HERA COUTURE 
HeraCouture.co.
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HERA COUTURE 
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HERA COUTURE
HeraCouture.co.
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Reem Acra  
ReemAcra.com



Reem Acra 
ReemAcra.com

59



Dana Harel
 danahareldesign.com
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Dana Harel danahareldesign.com
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> EVENING WEAR 

MATICEVSKI
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A									 Luxury Italian  
Garden Wedding at Villa Balbiano  
                             in Lake ComoLIZ INGLISA & KRAETON MOLL

August 5, 2024. Lake Como, Italy

Matteo Coltro Photography 
Photography:



									 Luxury Italian  
Garden Wedding at Villa Balbiano  
                             in Lake ComoLIZ INGLISA & KRAETON MOLL



Liz Inglisa and Kraeton Moll met during their se-
nior year of high school in 2015. It was a simple 
and unassuming moment – just a quick conversa-
tion while walking out of school one day.

“Neither of us could have predicted then how 
much that small exchange would change our lives,” 
says Liz. “But from that moment on, we never 
stopped talking. Our connection was immediate, 
easy, and magnetic.”

Over the past decade, the couple has grown up 
together while sharing countless milestones in-
cluding going to college at the University of Mis-
souri, building their dream house, and adding a 
dog to the family. 

The proposal took place in September of 2022. 
During a private sunset boat ride in Positano, 
Kraeton got down on one knee and asked Liz to 
marry him. 

“Afterwards,” Liz shares, “we had dinner at a 
beautiful restaurant with a view of the coastline 
and the twinkling lights of Positano. It was truly 
magical. Ever since that night, we knew Italy was 
where we wanted to say, ‘I do.’”
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A Luxury Italian Garden Wedding at Villa Balbiano
Having visited Lake Como in 2017, Liz and 

Kraeton immediately decided to host a destina-
tion wedding in Italy. After falling in love with 
Villa Balbiano, the couple worked with their plan-
ner, Oana, to create a wedding vision inspired by a 
luxury Italian garden.

“Every detail was carefully thought out and 
rooted in our personal style,” Liz adds. “We didn’t 
want a day that just looked beautiful, we wanted 
a day that felt like us. When it came to design-
ing our ceremony, we knew we wanted to create 
something that had never been done before. Villa 
Balbiano already offered a breathtaking natural 
backdrop, and we wanted our florals and layout 
to complement and elevate that beauty. Our in-
spiration came from the famous Italian garden 
of Giardini Pellegrini, which we tried to replicate 
in our ceremony design. But we couldn’t have 
brought that vision to life without our wedding 
planner, Oana, and our incredible florists, Lake 
Como Florist. Their ability to bring ideas to life 
surpassed every expectation.”





The couple’s wedding décor vision carried over 
into the reception, where they wanted guests to 
feel like they were “dining inside a blooming flo-
ral masterpiece.” 

“I always envisioned an explosion of pinks, 
greens, and whites that would feel ethereal but 
grounded in nature,” Liz explains, “like you were 
still sitting in a garden, but one that took your 
breath away. Lake Como Florist gets all the credit 
for our chandeliers, which became one of the most 
talked about design elements of the evening. We 
wanted something unique, and they created floral 
chandeliers that looked like blooming flowers sus-
pended above the tables. The tablescape was equal-
ly thoughtful, with grapes delicately placed along 
the florals, bow-tied candles, and circular menus 
that fit perfectly into each plate – small touches 
that made a big impact.”





Married in Lake Como
The bride and groom’s Lake Como wedding 

experience started on a fashion-forward note, as 
they enjoyed a pre-wedding photo session with 
a vintage 1957 Porsche 356 Speedster. It was the 
perfect way to add a touch of old-world glamour 
to the weekend.

To calm their nerves before the wedding cer-
emony, the couple decided early on to have a first 
look as well. Spending that time together and 
exchanging private vows turned out to be one of 
their favorite moments of the day.
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“It felt so intimate and special to have a few mo-
ments together,” Liz describes, “just the two of us, 
before the next chapter of our life officially began. 
During the ceremony, our officiant, Fabio, built 
in a moment of silence. It gave us time to truly 
be present, to look out at our friends and family 
and just take it all in. I truly had to fight the tears 
back. We felt so lucky to be surrounded by all of 
our friends and family that flew across the sea to be 
there to celebrate us. One more aspect of our cer-
emony that we loved was that we put our printed 
vows in a box with a nice bottle of wine to open up 
on a milestone anniversary of choice (10 years).”
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An Italian Wedding Menu
When choosing their wedding menu, Liz and 

Kraeton focused on a combination of Italian tra-
dition and interactive moments. During cocktail 
hour, guests enjoyed a generous spread of food, 
including a live mozzarella making demonstra-
tion which was a hit. Signature cocktails were also 
served – an espresso martini for her, and a Mos-
cow mule for him. 

Dinner consisted of a three-course dining expe-
rience, starting with seared scallops with buffalo 
mozzarella. Next was a rich truffle brown butter 
pasta, followed by a bacon-wrapped filet. For des-
sert, the bride and groom turned their cake cut-
ting into a show by participating in the building 
of their own wedding cake. With the help of the 
team from Sunlake Catering, they constructed a 
traditional Italian millefoglie, while also treating 
guests to a full dessert table. As a late-night snack, 
the couple surprised everyone with a pizza truck 
serving fresh, wood-fired pizzas to cap off an in-
credible Lake Como evening. 
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“From the very beginning,” says the bride, “I 
shared the planning process on TikTok. What start-
ed as just wanting to document this chapter turned 
into something so much more. The love and interest 
from people all over the world truly made the expe-
rience feel even more special, and it brought a new 
kind of excitement to every planning milestone. 
Looking back, we wouldn’t change a single thing. 
Our wedding felt like a true reflection of who we 
are, and it was the best day of our lives!”
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Thank you for sharing your story                                                    GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE





113

The Honeymoon
After the wedding, the newlyweds set off on the 

most incredible honeymoon, traveling to the Mal-
dives, Qatar, Greece, and Belgium. 

“Each destination brought something new, relax-
ation, culture, exploration, and incredible food,” says 
Liz. “We felt so present and grateful the entire trip.”
> Written by Lauren Malamala 
For more feature weddings and resources visit  
WeddingStyleMagazine.com

Location: Villa Balbiano, Ossuccio, Como, Italy; Planning 
& Event Design: Oana Events, Italy; Floral Design: Lake 
Como Florist, Como, Italy; Rentals: Latini Design; 
Vintage Car: Vague Luxury Rentals; Catering: Sun-
lake Catering, Como, Italy; Celebrant: Como Lake 
Celebrant, Como, Italy; Lights & Sound: Blunotte; 
Entertainment: Blunotte Show Band; Wedding Dress: 
Kim Kassas; Hair and Makeup: The Studio, Lake Como, 
Italy; Photography: Matteo Coltro 

Thank you for sharing your story                                                    GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE



GRACE
ORMONDE
ROMANCE 
COLLECTION
HOTELS 

UNITED STATES
ARIZONA 
Enchantment Resort 
Sedona, AZ 
www.enchantmentresort.com 

Four Seasons Resort  
Scottsdale at Troon North
Scottsdale, AZ
www.fourseasons.com/scottsdale

L’Auberge de Sedona
Sedona, AZ 
www.lauberge.com 

The Phoenician, A Luxury  
Collection Resort
Scottsdale, AZ
www.thephoenician.com 

Sanctuary 
Camelback Mountain 
Resort & Spa
Paradise Valley, AZ
www.sanctuaryoncamelback.com 

CALIFORNIA 
Auberge du Soleil,  
Napa Valley
Rutherford, CA
www.aubergedusoleil.aubergeresorts.com

Bernardus Lodge & Spa	
Carmel Valley, CA	  
www.bernarduslodge.com	

The Beverly Hills Hotel
Beverly Hills, CA
www.dorchestercollection.com

Beverly Wilshire, A Four 
Seasons Hotel
Beverly Hills, CA
www.fourseasons.com/beverlywilshire

Calistoga Ranch
Calistoga, CA
www.calistogaranch.aubergeresorts.com

Cavallo Point
Sausalito, CA
www.cavallopoint.com

Four Seasons Hotel  
Los Angeles  
at Beverly Hills
Los Angeles, CA
www.fourseasons.com/losangeles 

Four Seasons Hotel 
Westlake Village
Westlake Village, CA
www.fourseasons.com/westlakevillage
 
Four Seasons Resort 
The Biltmore Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA
www.fourseasons.com/santabarbara

Hotel Bel-Air
Los Angeles, CA
www.dorchestercollection.com

Hotel Casa Del Mar
Santa Monica, CA
www.hotelcasadelmar.com

Hotel del Coronado
Coronado	 CA
www.hoteldel.com

Monarch Beach Resort
Dana Point, CA
www.monarchbeachresort.com 

Montage Laguna Beach
Laguna Beach, CA
www.montagehotels.com/lagunabeach 

Nobu Malibu 
Malibu, CA
www.noburestaurants.com/malibu

The Resort at Pelican Hill
Newport Coast, CA
www.pelicanhill.com

The Ritz-Carlton Bacara,  
Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com/bacara 

The Ritz-Carlton,  
Laguna Niguel
Dana Point, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com/laguna_niguel

The Ritz-Carlton, San 
Francisco
San Francisco, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com/sanfrancisco

Four Seasons Resort Lanai
Lanai City, HI
www.fourseasons.com/lanai 

Four Seasons Resort Maui  
at Wailea
Maui, HI
www.fourseasons.com/maui

Grand Wailea,  
A Waldorf Astoria Resort
Wailea, HI
www.grandwailea.com

Halekulani
Honolulu, HI
www.halekulani.com

The Kahala Hotel & Resort
Honolulu, HI
www.kahalaresort.com

Montage Kapalua Bay
Maui, HI
www.montagehotels.com/kapaluabay

The Ritz-Carlton Maui, Kapalua
Kapalua, HI
www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/kapalua-maui

ILLINOIS 
InterContinental Chicago  
Magnificent Mile
Chicago, IL
www.icchicagohotel.com

The Peninsula Chicago
Chicago, IL
www.chicago.peninsula.com

MASSACHUSETTS 
Four Seasons Hotel Boston
Boston, MA
www.fourseasons.com/boston 

NEVADA 
Waldorf Astoria Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV
www.waldorfastorialasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV
www.wynnlasvegas.com

NEW YORK 
JW Marriott Essex House
New York, NY
www.marriott.com

Mandarin Oriental,  
New York
New York, NY
www.mandarinoriental.com/newyork

Oheka Castle
Huntington, NY
www.oheka.com

The Plaza
New York, NY
www.theplazany.com

Public, An Ian Schrager Hotel
New York, NY
www.publichotels.com

Shutters on the Beach
One Pico Boulevard. Santa Monica,CA	
www.shuttersonthebeach.com   	
	
The St. Regis San Francisco
San Francisco, CA
www.stregissanfrancisco.com 

Terranea Resort
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
www.terranea.com	  

COLORADO 
Hotel Jerome
Aspen, CO
www.hoteljerome.aubergeresorts.com 
 
The Little Nell
Aspen, CO
www.thelittlenell.com

The St. Regis Aspen Resort
Aspen, CO
www.stregisaspen.com

FLORIDA
The Boca Raton
Boca Raton, FL
www.thebocaraton.com 

The Breakers Palm Beach
Palm Beach, FL
www.thebreakers.com

Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa
Manalapan, FL
www.eaupalmbeach.com	

Faena Hotel Miami Beach
Miami Beach, FL
www.faena.com/miami-beach

Mr. C Miami - Coconut Grove
Miami, FL
www.mrchotels.com/mrccoconutgrove

The Ritz-Carlton, Bal Harbour
Bal Harbour, FL
www.ritzcarlton.com

The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach 
Miami Beach, FL
www.ritzcarlton.com

Vizcaya Museum & Gardens
Miami, FL
www.vizcaya.org

W South Beach
Miami Beach, FL
www.wsouthbeach.com

GEORGIA 
The St. Regis Atlanta
Atlanta, GA
www.stregisatlanta.com

HAWAII
 
Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii
Big Island, HI
www.fairmont.com/orchid-hawaii

Four Seasons Resort  
Hualalai
Kailua-Kona, HI
www.fourseasons.com/hualalai
 

WEDDING
STYLE
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ARUBA
Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino
Palm Beach, Aruba
www.marriott.com 

BAHAMAS 
The Cove
Paradise Island, Bahamas
www.atlantisbahamas.com

A Four Seasons Resort  
The Ocean Club,   
Bahamas
Bahamas
www.fourseasons.com/oceanclub

Rosewood Baha Mar
Bahamas
www.rosewoodhotels.com/baha-mar

BELIZE
Sirenian Bay Resort & Villas
www.sirenianbay.com

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
Eden Roc Cap Cana
Dominican Republic
www.edenroccapcana.com

GRENADA 
 
Sandals Grenada 
Grenada
www.sandals.com

PUERTO RICO
San Juan Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino 
San Juan, Puerto Rico
www.marriott.com 

The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort 
Rio Grande, Puerto Rico
www.stregisbahiabeach.com

ST. LUCIA 
	
Jade Mountain
St. Lucia
www.jademountain.com

ST. THOMAS
The Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas
St Thomas, United States Virgin Islands
www.ritzcarlton.com

ST. VINCENT  
& THE  
GRENADINES 

Mandarin Oriental, Canouan 
Canouan Island
www.mandarinoriental.com/canouan 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Biltmore
Asheville, NC
www.biltmore.com 

RHODE ISLAND 
Castle Hill Inn
www.Newport, RI
castlehillinn.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
 
Montage Palmetto Bluff
Bluffton, SC 
www.montagehotels.com/palmettobluff

TEXAS 
The Joule
Dallas, TX
www.thejouledallas.com
 
Rosewood Mansion on  
Turtle Creek
Dallas, TX
www.rosewoodhotels.com

UTAH 

Amangiri
Canyon Point, UT
www.aman.com  
 
Montage Deer Valley
Park City, UT
www.montagehotels.com/deervalley

The St. Regis Deer Valley
Park City, UT
www.stregisdeervalley.com

VIRGINIA
Salamander Resort & Spa
Middleburg, VA
www.salamanderresort.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The St. Regis  
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
www.stregiswashingtondc.com

Waldorf Astoria Washington DC
Washington, DC
www.hilton.com

CARIBBEAN
 ANGUILLA 
Aurora Anguilla Resort & Golf 
Club 
Anguilla
www.auroraanguilla.com 

Belmond Cap Juluca
Anguilla
www.belmond.com

Four Seasons Resort  
and Residences Anguilla
Anguilla
www.fourseasons.com/anguilla

TURKS AND  
CAICOS 

Amanyara
Turks and Caicos
www.aman.com/resorts/amanyara

COMO Parrot Cay
Turks and Caicos
www.comohotels.com/parrotcay 

The Shore Club
Turks and Caicos
www.theshoreclubtc.com

MEXICO
CABO SAN LUCAS
The Cape, A Thompson Hotel
Cabo San Lucas
www.thompsonhotels.com

Esperanza 
Cabo San Lucas 
www.esperanza.aubergeresorts.com 

Grand Velas Riviera Nayarit
Riviera Nayarit, CP. 
www.vallarta.grandvelas.com

Montage Los Cabos
Cabo San Lucas
www.montagehotels.com

Nobu Hotel Los Cabos 
Cabos San Lucas  
www.nobuhotels.com 
 
The Resort at Pedregal
Cabo San Lucas
www.theresortatpedregal.com

Sheraton Buganvilias Resort & 
Convention Center
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico
www.marriott.com

CANCÚN
 
JW Marriott Cancun Resort 
& Spa
Cancún
www.marriott.com 

NIZUC Resort & Spa
Cancún
www.nizuc.com  

CHOCHOLÁ
 
Chablé Yucatán
Chocholá
www.chableresort.com 

LOS CABOS
 
Grand Velas Los Cabos
Los Cabos
www.loscabos.grandvelas.com 

Le Blanc Spa Resort
Los Cabos                                
www.leblancsparesorts.com 

One&Only Palmilla
Los Cabos
www.oneandonlyresorts.com 

Solaz, a luxury Collection 
Resort 
Los Cabos
wwww.solaz.com

PLAYA DEL 
CARMEN
Banyan Tree Mayakoba 
Playa del Carmen
www.banyantree.com

Rosewood Mayakoba
Playa del Carmen
www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/mayakoba-
riviera-maya 

PUNTA MITA 
Four Seasons Resort  
Punta Mita 
Punta Mita
www.fourseasons.com/puntamita
 
The St. Regis Punta Mita Resort
Punta Mita
www.stregispuntamita.com

RIVIERA MAYA
Chablé Maroma
Riviera Maya
www.chableresort.com 

Grand Velas Riviera Maya
Playa Del Carmen
Riviera Maya, Q.R. 
www.rivieramaya.grandvelas.com

The St. Regis Kanai, Riviera 
Maya
Playa del Carmen, Q.R. Mexico
www.marriott.com

Zoëtry Paraiso de la Bonita
Riviera Maya
www.zoetryresorts.com/paraiso

SAN JOSÉ DEL 
CABO
Cabo Azul Resort
San José del Cabo
www.caboazulresort.com

Zadún, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve
San Jose Del Cabo,  
Baja California Sur, Mexico, 
www.ritzcarlton.co

SAN MIGUEL DE  
ALLENDE
Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada
San Miguel de Allende
www.belmond.com

> For more of the best  
wedding destinations worldwide  
visit www.WeddingStyleMagazine.com



BLAKE LI & JAMES WU
February 26, 2025. Los Angeles, California

Tommy Lu Photography
Photography:

A									n Artful and Modern 
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   with Sculptural Blooms
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   with Sculptural Blooms



Blake Li and James Wu were college students 
when they first met nearly a decade ago. Dur-
ing that “season of life filled with uncertainty 
and possibility,” the two crossed paths at a 
campus organization meeting. It wasn’t long 
before casual conversations turned into long 
walks between classes, late-night study ses-
sions, and quiet moments shared over coffee. 

“We became inseparable,” the couple 
shares, “not because of grand gestures, but be-
cause we found a quiet rhythm in each other’s 
presence that felt like home.”

An Unspoken Agreement
There was no “love at first sight” for Blake 

and James. Instead, their relationship started 
with an easy friendship that felt natural from 
the beginning. 

“We connected over shared classes, similar 
interests, and long conversations that never 
seemed to run out of topics,” they recall. 
“There was always something to laugh about 
or explore in our chats, and being around 
each other just felt comfortable. That founda-
tion of friendship became the quiet beginning 
of something much deeper.”

Over the years, the couple experienced grad-
uations, career changes, long-distance phases, 
and “the everyday growth that comes with life 
after college.” And throughout it all, their rela-
tionship grew from a foundation built on pa-
tience, understanding, and genuine friendship. 
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There was no official proposal; there was an un-
spoken agreement that their futures would be shared 
with each other. When they decided to get married, 
it was simply a choice to formalize what they already 
knew – “that we were each other’s forever.” 

Creating a Modern and Artful Fairytale Wedding
Blake and James’ wedding planning process was 

guided by a desire to honor their love story in a 
way that was elegant, yet modern. Working closely 
with their wedding planner, Mandy, the couple 
pieced together a celebration that was timeless, 
meaningful, and filled with artistic details.

“From the very beginning,” they explain, “Man-
dy guided us through every step of the process 
with care and creativity, ensuring that every single 
detail was thoughtfully curated and beautifully 
brought together to create a cohesive, immersive 
experience. The most important thing to us was for 
our loved ones to feel fully present in the moment 
– surrounded by warmth, light, and love.”

When the wedding day arrived, the bride and 
groom stood in a ceremony space that made 
them feel as if they’d stepped into a dream. Can-
dlelight surrounded them while, overhead, cas-

cading chandeliers were suspended along with a 
breathtaking altar framed by sculptural blooms. 
The dramatic floral backdrop created a modern, 
artful statement, softened by the warm glow of 
hundreds of candles lining the aisle. 

“The space felt intimate yet grand,” they add, 
“perfectly capturing the quiet joy we’ve always 
shared. That joy was magnified in the teary eyes 
of our parents and the laughter of friends who had 
watched our love unfold over the years.”

After the ceremony, the newlyweds and their 
guests enjoyed a wedding reception that looked 
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like a modern fairytale. Round and long tables 
were draped in soft dove gray linen and adorned 
with endless rows of white roses placed in clear 
glass vases of varying heights. Hundreds of flicker-
ing candles cast a warm, golden glow that danced 
across acrylic chairs, creating a dreamy, immersive 
atmosphere. Towering crystal candleholders add-
ed vertical drama, while custom mirrored table 
numbers and mirrored name plates at each setting 
offered a personalized touch of glamour. It was 
romantic, refined, and guests couldn’t stop com-
menting on the magical ambiance. 

One of the couple’s favorite décor details was a 
custom acrylic seating chart display, which wel-
comed guests with modern elegance and sculp-
tural beauty. Each clear panel was etched with 
guest names and table numbers in crisp white 
script, stacked into a sleek tiered formation. Soft 
candlelight and sprigs of baby’s breath were woven 
throughout, adding a romantic glow and airy tex-
ture to the statement piece.

Finally, in lieu of extravagant entertainment, 
the couple wanted to “let the atmosphere speak” 
via intimate conversations, beautiful toasts, a few 
happy tears, and a dance floor that slowly filled as 
the evening unfolded.

“Every moment felt like a soft exhale,” they say. 
“Our story may not be dramatic or cinematic – but 
it’s ours. It’s built on shared history, simple joys, 
and a deep respect for one another. We’ve always 
believed in the quiet power of a steady kind of 
love – the kind that doesn’t demand attention, but 
lasts. That’s what we carried with us on our wed-
ding day, and what we’ll continue to carry in the 
years to come.”
> Written by Lauren Malamala 
For more feature weddings and resources visit  
WeddingStyleMagazine.com

Thank you for sharing your story                                                    GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE

Location: The Majestic Downtown, Los Angeles, CA; 
Planning & Event Design: Mandy Shi – Amormagic, 
Los Angeles, CA;Floral Design: Wenfloral Design  
Studio, Arcadia, CA;Linen & Rentals: MTB Event  
Rentals, Glendale, CA; Lighting: TMMPRO Inc, South 
El Monte, CA; Catering: Hungry Bear Catering, Los 
Angeles, CA;Wedding Dress: Julia Kontogruni; Bridal 
Salon: Bellasposa Bridal; Hair & Makeup: MK Makeup 
Studio; Entertainment: La Music Tribe, Rosemead, 
CA; Bartender: Smoking Gun Bar Staffing, Simi Valley, 
CA; Valet Parking: Black Diamond Valet, Riverside, 
CA; Photography & Cinematography: Tommy Lu 
Photograph
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Ashley Outar and Akash Khorran met in De-
cember of 2019, just before the world changed. 
The introduction was made by a mutual friend, 
and the two started building a connection across 
thousands of miles.

“What began as a simple Instagram DM quickly 
blossomed into nightly Facetime calls,” Ashley 
shares. “Three weeks later, Akash flew to Orlando 
to meet me in person. I remember being both ex-
cited and nervous, unsure of what it would be like 
to finally meet face to face. What followed was a 
perfect weekend of brunch, a day at Disney World, 
and Akash saying, ‘I love you’ on what technically 
was our very first date! From that moment on, we 
became inseparable – well, as inseparable as you 
can be in a long-distance relationship.”

A Shared Love for Adventure
One of the main factors in Ashley and Akash’s 

growing relationship was their shared love for ad-
venture. Rather than simply texting and calling, 
the couple chose to meet up in new places, which 

eventually became meaningful chapters in their 
love story.

“Our first trip took us to Valle Guadalupe, Mex-
ico,” Ashley recalls, “the country’s hidden wine 
region. Walking through the vineyards, sipping 
wine, and sharing sunsets, we grew even closer 
with every new destination.”

To kick off 2023, the couple chose to experience 
the “journey of a lifetime” with a month’s long ad-
venture in Southeast Asia, starting in Vietnam, then 
heading to Cambodia, Malaysia, and ending in In-
donesia. There, against Bali’s stunning landscape, 
Akash proposed and turned their epic adventure 
into an unforgettable destination engagement. 

Planning with Designer Weddings by Carly Rose
Admittedly, Ashley was overwhelmed by the 

thought of wedding planning and had no idea 
where to begin the process. 

“In the summer of 2023,” she explains, “we took 
the leap and booked a venue on our own that we 
thought was perfect; but it turned out to be any-

thing but. Feeling lost and overwhelmed, I knew I 
needed help. That’s when my mom, after scrolling 
through Instagram, stumbled upon Carly from 
Designer Weddings by Carly Rose. She was in-
stantly captivated by Carly’s stunning work and 
completely convinced that she was the perfect 
person to bring our dream wedding to life.”

In terms of their wedding vision, both Ashley 
and Akash knew they wanted the big day to be 
rooted in tradition, but with a modern twist – the 
perfect reflection of who they are. The couple’s 
families wanted a beautiful, multi-day Indian 
wedding, but Ashley and Akash also wanted a 
celebration that felt fresh, exciting, and unique.

“We needed a venue that could honor our cul-
tural heritage while embracing a contemporary 
vibe,” Ashley explains. “A space that could cap-
ture both the rich tradition of our Hindu ceremo-
nies and the modern energy of our celebration. 
After touring a few places, we knew that The Ritz-
Carlton Orlando was the one. It was the perfect 
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Michael Jurick Photographers
Photography:



combination of grandeur and intimacy, with dis-
tinct spaces that would let us craft unique atmo-
spheres for each of our events. Design and décor 
were among the most important aspects of wed-
ding planning for me. I can’t emphasize enough 
the value of working with a wedding planner and 
florist who truly listen and understand your vi-
sion. From the very beginning, Carly, my wedding 
planner, and Sarah, my florist, seemed to read my 
mind. They grasped what I wanted – even beyond 
what I could put into words or convey through a 
handful of Pinterest photos.”

Love, Tradition, and Celebration
When their wedding day arrived, the outdoor 

pergola was transformed with vibrant, rich florals 
and flowing drapery that allowed the sunset to 
peek through during the most perfect golden hour 
wedding ceremony. Each detail came together to 
create the bride’s dream mandap, which was an 
exquisite contrast to the sleek, modern, all-white 
décor scheme the couple chose for their reception. 
As soon as they walked in, they were greeted by a 
space bathed in the soft glow of flickering candles, 
setting the stage for an evening of dancing, laugh-
ter, and joy.

“Entertainment was a huge priority for us,” says 
the bride. “We wanted our wedding to be a true 
reflection of our West Indian and Caribbean cul-
ture. It was an incredible honor to have the leg-
endary chutney singer, Rakesh Yankaran, perform 
live, made even more special by the fact that the 
band featured musicians from our own family. 
Akash even took a turn on the drums, playing on 
his own wedding day. Dancing to the music that 
shaped our childhood, surrounded by our closest 
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family and friends, was an experience we’ll trea-
sure forever – a perfect blend of love, tradition, 
and celebration.”

The Wedding Food Experience
For the bride and groom, choosing the perfect 

menu wasn’t just a checklist item during the wed-
ding planning process – it was central to the en-
tire experience. 

“Both of us, along with our families, are huge 
foodies,” Ashley states, “so we knew the menu had 
to reflect our shared love of delicious food. Enter 
Chef Jayshree and The Ritz-Carlton Orlando team. 
Our wedding tasting was nothing short of amaz-
ing. The experience was more than just a meal. 
For the Hindu wedding ceremony, we wanted the 
food to be as traditional as the ceremony itself. The 
vegetarian spread Chef Jayshree prepared was in-
credible. It was, without a doubt, some of the best 

Indian food I’ve ever tasted. For our reception, we 
wanted to create something that felt modern and 
unexpected, while still bringing in the flavors that 
we love. We decided to go with a fusion menu, 
incorporating classic Indian flavors into Western-
style entrees. The result? A combination that felt 
fresh, exciting, and perfectly suited to the atmo-
sphere of our celebration. And the highlight? The 
masala mashed potatoes. To this day, our guests 
rave about them!”

The newlyweds will be honeymooning during 
Summer 2025, traveling to Spain and Portugal. 

“We can’t wait to road trip the beautiful coastline 
from Barcelona to Porto,” Ashley shares. “We’re 
beyond grateful for everything we’ve experienced 
so far and so excited for adventures yet to come.” 
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Reception Location, Caterer & Cake: The Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes 
Orlando, FL; Planning & Event Design: Designer Weddings by Carly Rose Orlando, 
FL; Floral Design: Flower Girl Designs Orlando, FL; Ceremony Dress: ROQA from 
Nazranaa Iselin, NJ; Reception Dress: Rita Vinieris; Bridal Salon: Solutions Bridal 
Orlando, FL; Groom’s Attire: Nazranaa Iselin, NJ; Groom’s Watch: Tag Heurer; Hair  
& Makeup: Beauty Marked Lakeland, FL; Henna: Henna Allure Orlando, FL;  
Engagement Ring: Custom Design by Couple, Adiamor Los Angeles, CA; Rentals:  
Gala Rental & A Chair Affair Orlando, FL; Dance Floor: Letz Dance On It Orlando, 
FL; Lighting, Drapery & Production: FyerFly Productions Orlando, FL; Linens: Nuage 
Designs Miami, FL; Ceremony Violinist: Tanner Johnson Violin Orlando, FL;  
Reception DJ: DJ Bullet Orlando, FL; Stationery & Signage: The Moxie Workshop 
Orlando, FL; Baraat Horse: Wind Chase Farms Summerfield, FL; Getaway Car: 
VIP Wedding Transportation Orlando, FL; Content Creator: Julious Daughters 
Orlando, FL; Cinematography: Pineapple Films Jupiter, FL; Photography: Nicole 
Aston Photography Utah;
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From the moment I arrived at Aurora Anguilla Resort & Golf Club, I knew 
it was a place where extraordinary celebrations take shape. Greeted with 
the resort’s signature welcome cocktail and escorted to my beach suite, I 
experienced firsthand the impeccable hospitality that awaits each wedding 
guest. Every detail, from the scent of the room to the thoughtfully curated 
beach bag placed on the bed, signaled that this was no ordinary stay—it was 
an invitation to something special.
Luxury Accommodations with Anguillan Elegance
My beach suite offered a seamless blend of luxury and comfort. A marble 
bathroom with a soaking tub, a walk-in closet spacious enough to settle 
into, and a private terrace overlooking the sea made the suite feel like a 
personal sanctuary. The linens were soft, the air subtly fragrant, and the 
indoor-outdoor balance of the space was simply beautiful. These accom-
modations, along with Aurora’s private multi-bedroom villas and expansive 
estate homes, create an idyllic home base for wedding parties of any size.
Across the resort, Merrywing Beach offers additional suites, villas, and 
family-friendly spaces. From estate homes with full kitchens to king and 
double rooms in the Tower, there are accomodations to suit every guest—
from extended families to entire wedding parties.
Golf and Celebration Intertwined
Aurora Anguilla is divided into two main areas, linked by its crown jewel: 
the Greg Norman-designed golf course, recently named the Caribbean’s 
Golf Resort of the Year (2024). The 18-hole championship course is as chal-
lenging as it is scenic, offering breathtaking views and endless opportunities 
for creative wedding-weekend activities. For a lighter alternative, the Avalon 
nine-hole short course allows guests to enjoy a round without committing 
an entire afternoon.
Wedding parties often incorporate golf into their celebration itinerary, 
whether through a pre-ceremony tee-off, a friendly tournament, or even a 
symbolic round where each hole represents a chapter in the couple’s love 
story. It’s a fun and unique way for couples to keep their guests engaged.
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Culinary Offerings at Aurora Anguilla
Dining at Aurora is nothing short of exceptional, with six distinct restaurants 
that elevate every wedding celebration. Many menus feature ingredients grown 
at the resort’s own hydroponic farm, and each venue offers a unique culinary 
experience:

• Chef ’s Table: Breakfast favorites, dinner offerings, and special event dining in 
an elegant setting.

• C Level: A beachfront venue perfect for casual meals and the weekly Thursday 
Lobster BBQ, complete with live music by Omalie 360.

• Tokyo Bay: Acclaimed Japanese cuisine by Executive Chef Joe Richardson, 
plus sushi-making classes ideal for group activities.

• D Richard’s Steakhouse: Anguilla’s only steakhouse, located beside the 18th 
hole for a truly elevated course-side meal.

• Breezes, along with the new Italian restaurant, located on Merrywing Beach, 
round out the culinary options with Italian-inspired fare and beachside favorites.



175



176



139

 GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE

Whether couples are planning a welcome dinner, rehearsal gathering, 
or wedding reception, the resort’s culinary team can craft a customized 
menu to complement every event.
A Resort Designed for Luxury Caribbean Weddings
Aurora Anguilla is uniquely equipped to host weddings ranging from inti-
mate gatherings of 20 to grand celebrations of hundreds. The resort offers 
multiple venues to match each couple’s vision:

• The Ballroom at Rendezvous Beach: Opening directly onto the outdoor 
pool, this space is ideal for receptions of varying sizes.

• The Tented Event Pavilion: With removable walls and chandeliers, this 
flexible space allows for diverse design concepts and layouts.

• The Farm-to-Table Garden: A beautiful setting for rehearsal dinners, 
welcome parties, or post-wedding brunches.

• Beachfront Ceremony Spaces: Framed by the serene Caribbean Sea 
and the distant silhouette of St. Maarten, beach weddings here feel cin-
ematic in scope.
At Breezes on Merrywing Beach, additional beachfront and poolside 
venues offer a breezy, laid-back elegance that naturally encourages guests to 
gather and celebrate.
Personalized Wedding Experiences
The team at Aurora, led by Event Director Alex Nobert, specializes in craft-
ing weddings that reflect each couple’s unique story. From floral design to 
entertainment, every element is carefully curated. Couples can choose to 
work solely with the resort’s planning team or integrate outside vendors, 
with Aurora’s staff ensuring cohesive execution every step of the way.
The customization extends far beyond color palettes and seating charts. 
Aurora’s team offers immersive planning—from multi-day guest itinerar-
ies to symbolic experiences. A beach ceremony inspired by the natural 
landscape, a golf outing reflecting the couple’s relationship journey, or a 
culinary theme that honors heritage and culture—every detail is a reflec-
tion of the couple’s vision.
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World-Class Amenities for Every Guest
Between wedding events, guests can enjoy the resort’s impressive offer-
ings. The Sorana Spa features massages, facials, plunge pools, ice baths, 
and full pre-wedding packages. A fitness center, waterpark, watersports, 
and poolside cabanas ensure there’s something for everyone.
The lazy river and swim-up bar offer casual relaxation, while personal-
ized spa treatments and wellness rituals prepare wedding parties for 
the main event. For guests with children or who are planning extended 
stays, the resort’s mix of activities, dining, and family-friendly accom-
modations provides convenience without compromise. Come for a 
wedding, stay for a vacation.
A Legacy Destination
Aurora Anguilla is a destination that invites couples to begin a lifelong 
relationship with the island. With anniversary getaways, vow renewals, 
or family vacations in the future, weddings at Aurora Anguilla turn the 
island into a beloved part of every couple’s story.
In the words of the planning team, “Aurora Anguilla doesn’t just host 
weddings—it cultivates relationships.” For couples seeking more than 
just a venue, this resort offers an entire world of luxury, meaning, and 
lasting connection.
> Written by Lauren Malamala
For more honeymoon destinations and resources visit 
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Situated along the sun-drenched shores of Mexico’s Riviera Maya, Banyan 
Tree Mayakoba is a world-renowned destination where luxury meets seren-
ity. Tucked within a private gated enclave in Playa del Carmen, this Five-Star 
Forbes and AAA Five Diamond resort offers a refined setting for couples 
seeking an extraordinary wedding experience. Defined by its pristine 
coastline, lush mangroves, and tranquil waterways, Banyan Tree Mayakoba 
delivers an atmosphere of understated elegance, cultural harmony, and 
bespoke service—making it one of the most exclusive wedding destinations 
in the region.

A Private Oasis for Celebrations
From the moment couples and wedding guests arrive, they are immersed 

in a landscape that blends natural beauty with architectural sophistication. 
The resort’s design draws on Asian influence and Mexican heritage, offering 
a rare fusion of local tradition and international refinement. The heart of 
the property is its series of freestanding private pool villas and beachfront 
suites, each designed to harmonize with the surrounding environment. These 
expansive accommodations are ideal for both intimate moments and group 
stays, allowing wedding guests to unwind in total privacy and comfort.
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Exquisite Wedding Venues by Land and Sea
Banyan Tree Mayakoba offers a versatile collection of wedding venues 

that are perfect for any celebration during a couple’s wedding week or 
weekend. Whether exchanging vows on a sugary sand beach overlooking 
the Caribbean Sea, beneath a canopy of mangroves, or within a contempo-
rary chapel framed by tranquil waterways, each setting captures the essence 
of romance and Mayan Riviera beauty. The resort’s planning team also 
provides tailored wedding services, ensuring every element—from floral 
design and décor to personalized menus—is flawlessly executed.

Luxurious Experiences for Every Guest
A wedding at Banyan Tree Mayakoba is more than a ceremony—it is an 

immersive, multi-day celebration. Guests can indulge in a host of curated 
experiences, including the award-winning Banyan Tree Spa, where well-
ness rituals are inspired by Asian healing traditions. Treatments are offered 
in secluded spa villas, using natural ingredients and holistic techniques that 
rejuvenate the body and mind.
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For those seeking active leisure, the resort features El Camaleón, an 18-hole 
golf course designed by Greg Norman. Winding through jungle, mangroves, 
and beachfront fairways, it has become a landmark of championship-level 
play and natural beauty. Water sports enthusiasts can kayak, paddleboard, or 
take complimentary boat tours through the resort’s interconnected lagoons.

As a popular addition to the wedding weekend itinerary, guided eco-tours 
offered by the resort is a favorite activity for nature lovers, providing insight 
into the region’s biodiversity. Led by expert naturalists, these excursions 
highlight endemic species and the delicate balance between Banyan Tree 
Mayakoba’s impact and its preserved ecosystems. For a different perspective, 
the resort’s sunset cruise—complete with tapas and wine—offers a romantic 
experience ideal for wedding parties and newlyweds.

World-Class Dining with Customizable Menus
Culinary excellence is central to the Banyan Tree Mayakoba experience. 

With multiple dining venues on property, guests are treated to a diverse 
selection of global and local flavors. Saffron, the resort’s signature Thai 
restaurant, delivers authentic dishes in an elegant setting. Cocina Milagro 
offers all-day dining with international influences, while Oriente provides 
a scenic lagoon-side breakfast experience. For a more casual ambiance, El 
Pueblito recreates the charm of a traditional Mexican square with gourmet 
food stalls and artisan offerings.
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For weddings, menus are fully customizable and crafted with precision, 
allowing couples to curate an unforgettable culinary journey for their 
guests. From cocktail receptions to multi-course plated dinners, every 
detail is elevated by the resort’s commitment to excellence.

A Commitment to Sustainability
Beyond its luxury offerings, Banyan Tree Mayakoba stands out for its en-

vironmental stewardship. The resort is deeply committed to sustainability 
and ecological preservation, aligning perfectly with the values of modern 
couples who seek meaningful celebrations. Through thoughtful design and 
continuous conservation efforts, Banyan Tree ensures that its guests enjoy 
a pristine and harmonious natural setting—one that enhances every wed-
ding moment and leaves a lasting impression.
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Exceptional Service and Lasting Memories
What truly distinguishes Banyan Tree Mayakoba is the warmth and 

attentiveness of its staff. The team goes above and beyond to create an at-
mosphere of care and sophistication, anticipating every need with grace and 
discretion. Whether coordinating a grand beachfront affair or a secluded 
vow exchange, the resort’s wedding specialists deliver flawless experiences 
that reflect the couple’s vision.

From its exquisite accommodations and scenic surroundings to its 
holistic spa rituals and gourmet cuisine, Banyan Tree Mayakoba sets a new 
standard for luxury destination weddings in Riviera Maya. Every element is 
crafted to inspire awe and create memories that will last a lifetime.
> Written by Lauren Malamala
For more honeymoon destinations and resources visit 
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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CONTEMPORARY
> lifestyle:

In a world overflowing with stimulation, creating a home that soothes the 
senses without sacrificing visual impact is a modern luxury. The latest in 
designer furnishings offers a masterclass in how couples can curate interiors 
that are serene, sophisticated, and still full of personality. Far from the 
sterility of minimalism, today’s contemporary spaces embrace calm through 
intentional design, blending soft lines, rich textures, and artistic accents. 
Your home should be a sanctuary – one that reflects your shared style, sup-
ports your lifestyle, and serves as an oasis in your everyday life. The best 
way to start is by selecting pieces that are functional, yet offer a high-impact 
aesthetic that resonates with your collective style.
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1 Lago Air Soft Free Sofa. 
lagodesign.com

1
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2Designed to take center stage in the living room, 
the Air Soft Free Sofa by Lago is a floating white 
statement piece that feels like a cloud. Its modular 
design and soft silhouette is ideal for open-concept 
living, offering both comfort and versatility. Couples 
can also pair it with the Happening Chair, also by 
Lago, for a designer furniture duo that exudes quiet 
luxury – perfect for those who love to host. 

For dining or collaborative spaces, the HOA 
Table by Lago is a sculptural masterpiece. With 
its minimalist lines and architectural presence, 
it anchors the room without overwhelming it. 
Whether enjoying a quiet breakfast together or an 
elegant dinner party, this table brings a sense of 
refinement to everyday rituals.

When designing a calming home together, 
don’t forget to leave room for a touch of whimsy. 
The Trunk-Bar by Fornasetti x Poltrona Frau is a 



1 Lago Poltrona Happening Chair. 
lagodesign.com  
2 Fornasetti x Poltrona Frau Isidoro 
Trunk-Bar.  fornasetti.com 
3 Lago HOA Table. lagodesign.com 
4 Giobagnara x Stéphane Parmentier 
Lamps. giobagnara.com 
5 Veronese Alpaga Lighting by House 
of Veronese. veronese.com
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1 & 2 Christian Lacroix Maison Cushions. 
cxlbylacroix.com 
3 NV Gallery  Chair. nvgallery.com 
4 Veronese Alpaga by House of Veronese 
Chandelier.  veronese.com 
5 Lago Buffett 36e8. lagodesign.com

202

2

3

1

showstopper with universal appeal. Its butterfly 
motif adds an artistic flourish to any space, bridg-
ing the gap between functional design and col-
lectible art – not to mention, striking the perfect 
balance between craftsmanship and charm.

Textiles and accessories also play a key role in 
creating a luxury home. Designer throw pillows in 
neutral colors by Christian Lacroix Maison bring 
texture and an understated flashiness to a room. 
Harking back to the days of wearing designer 
names and labels like a billboard, having one or 
two accent pillows is a playful way to incorporate 
a bit of vintage style without being too over-the-
top or kitschy. These finishing touches work won-
ders to make a house feel like a home, transform-
ing sofas and chairs with a plush accent. 

Suspended above it all, the smoked Murano 
glass chandelier from the House of Veronese – in 
collaboration with Alpaga – is the ultimate crown 
jewel. This contemporary lighting fixture features 
a steel frame, sanded scrolls, leaves, and flowers 
that diffuses light beautifully while serving as a 
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luxurious focal point. The delicate design also 
adds movement and elegance without overpower-
ing the space. There are also exquisite variations 
between the sanded and transparent glass, which 
adds contrast and depth.

A well-designed home doesn’t have to be loud or 
overstimulating to make a statement. Instead, the 
home can become a stylish retreat that reflects the 
personalities and shared vision of its owners. By 
mindfully selecting the right pieces, couples can create 
a luxury home that is both calming and expressive, 
allowing art and function to harmoniously coexist.
> Written by Lauren Malamala 
For more feature weddings and resources visit  
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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