


A Word of Welcome
2025-2026 PARTNER REPORT  |  PREPARED FOR FRIENDS AND PARTNERS OF BHHS

FOR Friends and Partners of BHHS
Members | Congregations | Donors | Students | Scholars

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the many ways you support the Baptist History & Heritage 
Society. Our mission is to help Baptists discover, conserve, assess and share 
their history. Together with members, congregations, donors, partners, 
students and scholars, we share the Baptist story and invest in Baptist identity 
through publications, conferences, digital resources and congregational 
partnerships.

BHHS bridges the worlds of the academy and the congregation. We publish 
Baptist History & Heritage, sponsor the leading Baptist history conference in the 
United States, recognize exceptional service and scholarship, and create 
accessible resources that help churches, classrooms, families and small groups 
explore Baptist history and identity. We also provide emerging scholars with 
opportunities to present research, build relationships and move toward 
publication.

This 2025-2026 Partner Report offers a guided tour of that work. Inside are free 
resources for congregations and children; Baptist identity materials in English 
and Spanish; digital collections on Baptist women and religious liberty; recent 
special issues of our journal; coverage of the 2025 and 2026 annual 
conferences; investment in graduate students and emerging scholars; and new 
work in congregational storytelling.

Looking ahead, BHHS will continue creating resources that connect Baptist 
history with congregational life. The work highlighted here—including 
Courageous Baptist Women, a forthcoming Spanish-language e-book on Baptist 
identity, and the Congregational Storytelling & History Project—reflects our 
commitment to making Baptist history accessible and useful for churches, 
students and lifelong learners. Thank you for helping us share the Baptist story, 
invest in Baptist identity and preserve Baptist heritage for future generations.

With gratitude,

Aaron D. Weaver
Executive Director

INSIDE THIS REPORT

1 Resources for 
Congregations
Free and bilingual materials 
for churches, classrooms, 
small groups and individual 
study.

2 Journal & Special Issues

New scholarship, curated 
collections and landmark 
issues of Baptist History & 
Heritage.

3 Annual Conference 
Coverage
Plenary conversations, 
paper presentations, 
awards and public-facing 
news.

4 Emerging Scholars
Travel stipends, 
presentation opportunities, 
mentoring and publication 
pathways.

5 What's Next
Courageous Baptist Women, 
Spanish-language resources 
and congregational 
storytelling.

“Your partnership helps 
BHHS share the Baptist story, 
invest in Baptist identity and 

bridge the worlds of the 
academy and the 
congregation.”

SAVE THE DATE

2027 Joint Annual Conference
MAY 17-19, 2027

First Baptist Church
Raleigh, North Carolina
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BHHS has refreshed, digitized and made freely available a respected collection of Baptist identity resources—and
expanded the series into Spanish. Written by trusted Baptist historians, these resources are designed for personal study,
Sunday School, small groups and congregational conversations.

https://www.thebhhs.org/baptistidentity/
https://www.thebhhs.org/baptistidentity/
https://www.thebhhs.org/identidadbautista/


Free Journal Article Collection

Explore 10 free digital articles from Baptist History &
Heritage that recover the stories, scholarship and
public witness of Baptist women. This collection
highlights leadership, courage and calling across
Baptist life.

Explore five free digital articles offering historical
reflection and practical tools for defending freedom of
conscience and the separation of church and state.
This collection connects Baptist witness in the past
with urgent questions in the present.

https://www.thebhhs.org/baptistwomen/
https://www.thebhhs.org/religiousliberty/


The Baptist Story brings together 14 standout articles by respected Baptist historians to introduce readers to more
than four centuries of Baptist life, witness and identity. The volume is designed for ministers, students, church leaders,
classes and congregations seeking a deeper understanding of the Baptist tradition.

Inside The Baptist Story Free Discussion Guide

Baptist beginnings
Baptist women
Black Baptists
Latino/a Baptists
Native American Baptists
Global Baptists
Religious liberty and church-state separation

33-page companion guide
Summaries of selected articles
Major themes and discussion questions
Optional enrichment activities
Flexible for Sunday School, small groups and
classrooms

Together, the volume and guide help congregations bridge the worlds of scholarship and church life, making Baptist history
accessible for thoughtful group study and conversation.

https://www.thebhhs.org/thebaptiststory
https://www.thebhhs.org/thebaptiststory


We are excited to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Baptist History & Heritage, which has helped Baptists remember, examine
and share their story since 1965. This commemorative double issue republishes Dr. John David Broome's article from Volume 1
alongside nine Norman W. Cox Award-winning articles spanning six decades of Baptist historical scholarship.

Articles in this commemorative issue include:

Hezekiah Smith of Haverhill, Massachusetts
Dr. John David Broome (1965)
Varieties of Freedom in the Baptist Experience
Dr. Bill Leonard (1991)
Albert Henry Newman
Dr. Glenn Jonas (2003)
The Life and Times of Barbara Jordan: A Twentieth-Century
Baptist and Political Pioneer
Rev. Bonnie Oliver-Brandon (2007)
Arguing Regenerate Church Membership: Baptist Identity during
Its First Decade, 1610-1620
Dr. Bill Pitts (2010)

Building a Publishing Empire: The Annie Armstrong Era of
WMU, SBC
Dr. Carol Crawford Holcomb (2013)
“With Their Own People”: Mexican-American, African-American,
and Anglo Baptists in Texas, 1900-1965
Dr. David J. Cameron (2016)
Many Voices: The Complexity of Baptist Women's History
Dr. Mandy McMichael (2019)
Baptists and the Johnson Amendment
Dr. J. David Holcomb (2020)
Rufus Burleson and the “Brazilian Girl”: The Story of Antônia
Teixeira
Dr. Mikeal Parsons (2022)

FREE DISCUSSION GUIDE The 14-page downloadable guide turns each article into a flexible stand-alone conversation about
Baptist identity, witness and congregational life today.

THEBHHS.ORG/60YEARS

https://www.thebhhs.org/60years/
https://www.thebhhs.org/60years/


A Festschrift in Honor of Rosalie Beck

A Baptist Story of Scholarship and Service
For four decades, Dr. Rosalie Beck helped students, scholars, pastors and church leaders
learn to love God with their minds. She taught Christian and Baptist history not as names
and dates, but as a living story that shapes communities, forms convictions and calls each
generation to faithful remembrance. Guest edited by Dr. Karen Bullock, this festschrift
honors Beck as a scholar, teacher, mentor and BHHS leader—and presents Baptist
history at its best: careful, generous, critical, faithful and expansive.

A BAPTIST TRAILBLAZER

Biology degree, UC San Diego
Theological study, Southwestern
Ph.D. in religion, Baylor, 1984
First woman hired by Baylor Religion
35 years on the Baylor faculty

Inside the Festschrift

Metaphor and Meaning in Hildegard's Causae et Curae
Dr. Judith Bishop
Connects Hildegard of Bingen's cosmology with the metaphors shaping
her medical work.

A Voice for the Gospel: Willie Turner Dawson's Achievement
Dr. Bill Pitts
Recovers the life and influence of Willie Evelyn Turner Dawson in
Southern Baptist history.

Shantung Revival: The Boon and Bane of Baptist Missionary
Experience
Dr. Doug Weaver
Revisits the revival through Pearl Caldwell, William Carey Newton and the
tensions of Baptist mission.

One Hundred Years of Foreign Missions Training for Single
Women
Dr. Jill Cabal
Traces changing preparation for missionary service and lifts up both
well-known and overlooked women.

“The Worst Strain I Have Ever Passed Through”: W. W.
Melton and Ministry in Natural Disaster
Dr. Michael E. Williams Sr.
Shows how twin tornadoes framed Melton's ministry at Seventh and
James, Beck's church home for nearly 50 years.

Academic Profile of Rosalie Beck
Education | Teaching | Scholarship | Service
Documents Beck's leadership, honors, publications, professional service
and public presentations.

https://www.thebhhs.org/membership


BHHS convened the 2025 Joint Annual Conference May 19­21 at Baylor University to address abuse in Baptist communities. Four
plenaries led by survivors, advocates, researchers and denominational leaders centered truth­telling, prevention, accountability and
survivor­centered reform.

David Pittman ­ To Suffer in Silence

Pittman described the harm caused by institutional silence. He
urged Baptists to tell the truth, protect survivors rather than
institutions and pursue meaningful accountability.

Meredith Stone & Jay Kieve ­ The Lord Is an Avenger

They showed how power, patriarchy and weak boundaries enable
exploitation, then called churches to adopt clear policies,
consent­centered practices and accountable leadership.

Callahan, Goertzen, Huh & Taylor ­ Breaking the Silence

The panel joined legal, theological, social­work and survivor
perspectives, calling churches toward advocacy, institutional
reform and concrete accountability.

David Pooler ­ Adult Clergy Sexual Abuse

Pooler described adult clergy sexual abuse as an abuse of
pastoral power and urged trauma­informed, survivor­centered
care, policy reform and accountability.

BHHS convened the 2025 Joint Annual Conference May 19-21 at Baylor University to address abuse in Baptist communities. Four
plenaries led by survivors, advocates, researchers and denominational leaders centered truth-telling, prevention, accountability and
survivor-centered reform.

https://www.thebhhs.org/2025-conference/
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The 2025 conference featured 27 paper presentations exploring diverse topics related to Baptist history and progressive
Baptist identity—including advocacy for women in ministry, racial justice, gender equity, human rights and abuse
prevention. More than one-third of the presentations were led by graduate students, reflecting BHHS's commitment to
nurturing emerging Baptist scholars.

https://www.thebhhs.org/2025-conference/
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Paper Presentations
Nearly 30 presentations across ten Baptist Studies sessions
At the 2026 Joint Annual Conference, nearly 30 BHHS presentations across ten Baptist
Studies sessions explored how migration has shaped Baptist history, identity and
witness, alongside global mission, women in ministry, Christian nationalism, racial
justice and congregational history.
SELECTED PAPER AND PANEL PRESENTATIONS

EXPLORE THE FULL PROGRAM  |  THEBHHS.ORG/EVENTS
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At the 2026 Joint Annual Conference, nearly 30 BHHS presentations across ten Baptist Studies sessions
explored how migration has shaped Baptist history, identity and witness, alongside global mission,
women in ministry, Christian nationalism, racial justice and congregational history.
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New Resources Coming Soon
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