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Pamtmg a Safer Path

By Maggie Duffy

On Aug. 14, Maximo Elementary students helped paint a 400-foot mural at the Lakewood Trail Connector, part of a push for a

On an August afternoon in St. Pe-
tersburg, as rain loomed overhead,
groups of Maximo Elementary stu-
dents frolicked with cans of spray
paint to add the finishing touches
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safer route to the school.

to a new mural on a 400-foot long
wall.

They were there to celebrate the
unveiling of the vibrant mural at the
Lakewood Trail Connector, a pre-
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viously neglected pedestrian-only
connection across |-275 between

31st Street South and US 19.
The mural was a group effort in-
Mural continued on page 13

SAVE THE DATE




GABBEI

FLORIDA’S OLDEST INDEPENDENT WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

2908-B Beach Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-321-6965

Publishers
Cathy Salustri Loper and

Barry Loper
publisher@thegabber.com

Editor-in-Chief
Cameron Healy
cameron@thegabber.com

Advertising Sales

Vicki Morrison
vicki@thegabber.com

Sales Assistant

Connie Dritsos
connie@thegabber.com

Creative Director
Joey Neill

Events Editor

Abby Baker
abby@thegabber.com

News & Politics

Trei Johnson
cityhall@thegabber.com

Arts & Features
arts@thegabber.com

Reporters
James Schnur, Ester Venouziou,
Maggie Duffy, Mason Chambless,
Christopher Richard, Pat Solecki,
Christopher Collier, Victor Carr,
Madison DeVore

Opinion
Sam Henderson, April Thanos

Serving
Downtown St. Petersburg, Gulfport, Kenneth
City, Madeira Beach, Pass-A-Grille, Pinellas
Park, Pinellas Point, South Pasadena, St.
Pete Beach, St. Petersburg West, Tierra
Verde, Treasure Island, Tyrone

Owners
Barry Loper and Cathy Salustri Loper
Deadlines Friday at 3 p.m.
Office Hours Mon-Tue, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Wed/Thu « Fri, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

The views and opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are not necessarily those of the publishers,
advertisers, or employees of The Gabber News-
paper. The Gabber Newspaper is not liable for
any errors in advertising beyond the cost of the
first printing of any advertisement. Contents of
this publication may not be reproduced or copied
without permission of the publisher.

2

TABLE OF CONTENTS

VOICES

Gulfport’s Flock
Cameras

We’ve been Flocked!

On Nov. 3, 2023 former Chief
[Robert] Vincent entered into a
mass public surveillance contract
with Flock Safety by simply fill-
ing out a purchase order in the
amount of $10,950 and signing an
order form.

That’s all it took - just his sig-
nature and a really big taxpay-
er-funded check.

| find it disturbing that 1) the cost
of Flock is buried in the current
budget so well | that can’t find it
which begs the question of what
else is buried; 2] City Council did
not approve this purchase; and 3]
no public hearings were held.

Had public hearings been held
we would have all learned how ev-
ery vehicle in the Flock system is
tracked, how Flock misreads tags
and sends out “alerts” resulting in
innocent people being arrested or
worse, how some police officers
stalk people, and how Flock shares
its data.

The Gulfport Chief of Police stat-
ed that Flock only reads license
tags but Flock does a lot more.
Paragraph 4.1 of Flock’s Terms and
Conditions states as follows: “Cus-
tomer hereby grants to Flock a lim-
ited, non-exclusive, royalty-free,
irrevocable, perpetual, worldwide
license to [a) use and disclose Cus-
tomer Data to provide the Flock
Services; and [(b] use Custom-

Remember: "Trust, but verify."

er Data to support and improve
Flock’s products and services.”

So can someone tell me why the
Gulfport Police Department needs
to know what doctor you went to,
where you shop, who you visited,
where you bank, etc. because, by
its own admission, Flock tracks
your movements and invades your
right to privacy.

Thankfully on June 29, 2026
the U.S. Supreme Court issued a
long-awaited decision in Chatrie
v. United States. The majority of
the Supreme Court Justices con-
cluded the police conduct a Fourth
Amendment search when they ob-
tain a person’s location data - even
from a private company, even for a
short window of time. This ruling
only applied to cell phone location
data but can easily be applied to
Flock as it too uses location data.

In conclusion, | can only assume
that privacy has no meaning in the
City of Gulfport.

Or does it?

—Deborah Blake, Gulfport

The Gabber Newspaper encourages letters
[one per person, per month). Include your real
name and city, and please keep it short - <250
words. We may edit letters for content, clarity,
and length. We don't print letters that incite
violence, include attacks on private citizens,
or that intentionally mislead people. Letters
may appear online and/or in print. Comments
on The Gabber's website and social media
may get printed. Opinions expressed do not
necessarily represent the views of The Gabber
owners, advertisers, or staff. Send letters to
news@thegabber.com or 2908-B Beach Blvd.
S., Gulfport, FL, 33707.
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Consider the Cost of Tax Cuts

Mayor’s Corner: What Amendment 3 Could Mean for You

By Karen Love

“‘;r-

Mayor Karen Love explains what Gulfport residents should know about Amendment
3, City services, tax revenue, and the upcoming vote.

While | am not in a position to ad-
vocate for or against Amendment 3,
| certainly can educate residents on
the proposed tax reduction. | have
heard the scare tactics, and | have
heard the nonsense. The correct
vote may differ between you and
your neighbor.

School taxes are protected from
this proposal, so we do not need to
squabble about paying for another
child’s education.

What Would You Be
Willing to Give Up?

If you do not use or enjoy the
programs and services provided
by tax dollars, your vote should be
easy. If you or your visitors use the
parks, beach, pier, library, senior
center, GEMS program, recreation
center, History Museum, dog park,

or Art Center for free, your vote may
require you to consider what you
would be willing to pay if ad valorem
revenue, or property-tax revenue,
no longer supported them.

Have you ever had to call the po-
lice or fire-rescue department? Did
you notice that they showed up
and did not send you a bill? Would
you like to see our parks, roads,
and sidewalks maintained, or is
that a service you no longer want
to fund?

| understand that each resident
must and will decide whether pre-
serving City services or eliminat-
ing approximately $1.1 million in
revenue in 2027 and $1.8 million
in 2028 from the City of Gulfport’s
budget is the right choice.

The amendment does not change
Save Our Homes. The 3% cap on
annual assessment increases for
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homesteaded properties remains
the same.

Know What You’re Paying For

Please look at your property-tax
bill, identify the amount of money
you pay specifically to Gulfport, and
consider the alternatives before you
vote. Please visit the City’s website
at mygulfport.us and enter “How are
my taxes spent?” in the search bar.

Please note that the amount Gulf-
port collects in ad valorem reve-
nue, compared with the amount it
spends on police and fire-rescue
services, currently places us among
approximately 100 cities that must
support these departments with
other revenues. Would you prefer
that we contract these services out?

Please forward your cost-cutting
measures to me at klove@mygulf-
port.us.

| would also like to invite you to a
workshop on Dec. 3 at 6 p.m., where
we will begin the conversation about
slashing $1.1 million from the follow-
ing year’'s budget if Amendment 3
passes.

Always working toward the goal,

Mayor Karen Love @
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Expect the unexpected at Imagine
Museum — a must-visit for art lovers
and curious minds. Explore world-
class contemporary glass art. There’s
always something new to experience

— plan your visit today.

1901 Central Ave, St. Petersburg
imaginemuseum.com | 727.300.1700
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NEWS

Hops and Headlines

From News to Brews: Gulfport Brewery’s “Sea Breeze”

By James Schnur

Since opening in June 2020, the
Gulfport Brewery + Eatery has grown
into a popular gathering spot. Locat-
ed at 3007 Beach Blvd. S., this con-
verted 1933 bungalow has become a
place to enjoy craft brews, tasty food,
and entertainment.

Gulfport Brewery will soon release
a beer called “Sea Breeze!” More than
a bayside gust that keeps Gulfport
cool, the name “Sea Breeze” honors
the legacy of the first newspaper on
the lower Pinellas Peninsula.

Before Gulfport was an incorporat-
ed municipality, a small settlement
named Bonifacio had approximately
150 rugged residents. Once the larg-
est settlement in lower Pinellas, the
soon-renamed Disston City had The
Sea Breeze newspaper, which con-
nected pioneers in the area.

Fair Winds Ahead

William J. McPherson and his father,
Elias, came to Bonifacio in 1885 from
DelLand in Volusia County. A year be-
fore their arrival, Hamilton Disston
had started to develop lands in the
area that he purchased from the
state’s Internal Improvement Fund in
February 1881.

Disston had great ambitions. He
sought to connect his land holdings
to distant locations via a railroad.

On April 1, 1886, Will McPherson
published the first issue of The Sea
Breeze. Only 20 years old at the time,
McPherson benefitted from the assis-
tance of G.W. Bennett in creating the
newspaper.

The first two issues of the paper
mentioned its place of publication
as Bonifacio, but that soon changed.
Hamilton Disston paid for advertise-
ments in most of the early issues. The
paper soon marketed the community
that had renamed itself Disston City.

The Sea Breeze joined Disston in
calling for improved roads locally and
the arrival of locomotives that would
allow this settlement to grow.

Issues of The Sea Breeze appeared
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Edwin A. Markham, a local real estate agent and regular fisher, became the owner of
the Gulfport Tribune in the mid-1940s.

irregularly between April 1886 and
April 1887. McPherson published 17 is-
sues of The Sea Breeze. Usually two
or four small pages in length, this pa-
per dealt primarily with the lives of lo-
cal settlers.

Breezy Days and Cloudy Plans

Lower Pinellas remained part of
Hillsborough County, with most com-
mercial activity involving boat travel
to Tampa and other locations. Aside
from Disston’s ads, merchants from
Tampa purchased many of the other
ads, targeting the farmers and fishers
who lived in Disston City.

From April to December 1886, Diss-
ton’s advertisements helped to subsi-
dize the costs of this small paper.

Disston met with Peter Demens
in December 1886, hoping Demens
would extend his Orange Belt Rail-
way to Disston City. When Demens
requested additional land from the
Disston interests, they turned him
down.

By early 1887, plans called for the
railway to turn away from Disston
City. The Orange Belt Railway instead
reached Tampa Bay at present-day
Demens Landing in mid-1888, con-
necting with the site that became St.
Petersburg rather than his city.

No longer having the prospect of
railroad service, Disston ended his
ads in The Sea Breeze by January 1887.
The last edition of The Sea Breeze ap-
peared on April 1, 1887, a year after
the first one.

At that time, the nearest settlement
to Disston City with more than 100
residents was Bayview, a community
near where the Bayside Bridge meets
the Courtney Campbell Causeway in
eastern Clearwater.

McPherson sold the paper to H.M.
Langstreth. He and R.E. Neeld of the
Pinellas settlement along Big Bayou'’s
northern shore published at least one
issue of the renamed Point Pinellas
Herald in 1887, though no known cop-
ies exist today.

Next Came the Tribune

Gulfport’s first weekly hometown
paper appeared in the late 1930s.
Haughton B. Barlow arrived in the
area in the mid-1930s. He soon pub-
lished a small St. Petersburg paper
entitled Town Gossip. Around 1937,
Barlow also launched the Gulfport Tri-
bune.

The earliest issues of the Tribune
may have been more of a newslet-
ter than a newspaper. In addition to
publishing the paper, Barlow also ran
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unsuccessfully to become Gulfport’s
mayor in the November 1940 election.

When H.B. Barlow passed away on
Jan. 7, 1941, his widow Gladys took
control of the Gulfport Tribune. After
running the paper for 1.5 years, she
sold the Tribune to a group of inves-
tors in July 1942.

Edwin Asa Markham acquired the
Tribune in 1944. A realtor at the time,
Markham moved the paper to 5427
Shore Blvd. S. In addition to owning
this paper for a few years, Markham
also launched the Florida Sportsman
magazine and served as president of
the Florida Wildlife Federation.

Sadie Weidra became the editor
of the Gulfport Tribune in 1945. On
May 16, 1947, she bought the paper,
becoming publisher and president.
Weidra also wrote occasional “Gulf-
port News Briefs” for the St. Peters-
burg Times (now Tampa Bay Times).

A Competitive Citizen
On Aug. 12, 1947, Ruth W. Hutchins

announced her plans to establish a
second weekly newspaper in Gulf-

port. A former correspondent for St.
Petersburg’s afternoon newspaper,
The Evening Independent, Hutchins
began publishing the Gulfport Citizen
in September 1947.

The Citizen had a motto that
pledged “A Constructive Paper for a
Progressive Town.” Sensing the com-
petition, Weidra hoped to expand her
paper’s readership by also selling
copies in downtown St. Petersburg.

From September 1947 until Novem-
ber 1948, Gulfport held the unique
distinction in Florida of having two
weekly newspapers, each owned and
managed by a woman.

The ownership of the Tribune and
Citizen is especially notable consid-
ering the many legal obstacles wom-
en faced in Florida at that time. For
example, women could not serve
on Florida juries until 1949, and then
could do so only if they volunteered
for service.

Hutchins sold the Gulfport Citizen
in November 1948. Weidra sold the
Gulfport Tribune a few years later. The
papers merged in July 1956, often car-
rying the nameplate Gulfport Tribune

and The Citizen until the paper’s de-
mise in the early 1960s.

Making News

Editors and publishers occasionally
made news due to their interactions
with City officials. The most notable
example was mentioned in issues
of the St. Petersburg Times for more
than a week beginning on July 28,
1950.

In her Gulfport Tribune, Sadie
Weidra printed a story condemning
Mayor Cliff Hadley’s promotion of
Perry Weiss, a senior patrol officer,
to acting chief of police. Hadley made
this decision after the former chief, Ed
Lisenby, resigned to become a Pinel-
las sheriff’s deputy.

The majority of the Town Council
opposed Weiss's promotion. In the
Tribune, Weidra referred to Weiss as a
“deflated egoist” and alleged that he
had gold-plated his badge at taxpay-
er expense. Weiss confronted Weidra
while on duty on July 27, demanding
an apology or retraction.

Weidra refused, instead slapping

Sea continued on page 6
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Sea continued from page 5

the acting chief twice in the face in
front of the paper’s office. After slap-
ping him, Weidra went into her office,
locked the door, and telephoned sym-
pathetic Town Council members.

As Weiss asked a constable to is-
sue an arrest warrant with assault
charges, Weidra said she only felt
safe being handcuffed by a St. Pe-
tersburg officer, not a Gulfport one.
Former Chief Lisenby ultimately took
her into custody and transported her
to the St. Petersburg City Jail.

Instead of posting the $50 bond,
Weidra chose to spend the night in
jail. She told police in St. Petersburg
that she had always wanted to spend
a night behind bars, demanded a
pencil and paper, and said the experi-
ence “would make a great story.” She
posted bail the next morning.

Crowds packed the Gulfport Casino
for the Aug. 1 Town Council meeting to
learn details of the arrest. Ultimately,
on Aug. 5, Weidra’s attorney paid $15
in court costs and Weiss returned to
patrol duties.

Gathering Gulfport Gabbings

After the Gulfport Tribune and Citizen
ceased publication, George W. Brann
noticed the void in local news coverage.
In his opinion, the larger St. Petersburg
daily papers - the Times and The Evening
Independent - did not adequately cover
Gulfport City Council meetings.

Brann started the Gulfport Gabber
- today’s The Gabber Newspaper - in
November 1968. As a largely retirement
community at the time, one might be-
lieve local politics had a sedate character.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Known in the community as “Mr. Gab-
ber; Brann even entered the mayor's
race in 1971. Although he lost the election,
The Gabber Newspaper soon won the
hearts of the community by its focus on
hyperlocal journalism that captured the
pulse of Gulfport.

Wild Times in Gulfport

City politics heated up 55 years ago.
Two newspapers briefly competed with
the Gulfport Gabber as tensions rose.

Herman Perkins, a former stock bro-
ker and undertaker who lived in the
Seminole area (never in Gulfport), start-
ed attending Council meetings. In early
1971, Perkins began publishing a small,
free paper, the Midnighter, that hurled
insults at one commissioner regarding
drinking and adultery. Lawsuits and
threats followed, as Perkins attended
Council meetings, distributed his Mid-
nighter, and tensions increased by No-
vember 1971.

Soon, a retired roofing contractor
named John Tonkin who also lost in the
mayor’s race started the Gulfport-Pas-
adena Sun. Similar to the Midnighter,
this paper lambasted Gulfport officials
until at least mid-1972. These papers
disappeared, while The Gabber's read-
ership grew.

An Independent, Locally-Owned
Paper

“Mr. Gabber” Brann expanded the
focus of the Gulfport Gabber beyond
events in city hall. Elsie and Theodore
“Ted” Havness acquired the paper from
Brann in 1980.

Deb and Ken Reichart took over the
paper in 1992. A June 2, 1994 advertise-

ment in The Gabber even attracted na-
tional attention. When someone want-
ed to sell an Elvis canvas image that
“looks more like Prince,” news of the ad
soon reached Tonight Show host Jay
Leno.

During a segment where Leno poked
fun at odd and interesting newspa-
per pieces, he mentioned the ad. He
mistakenly referred to the paper as
the “Gulfport Grabber” The segment
brought attention to the Reicharts and
the paper, along with a few laughs.

Since the 1990s, The Gabber News-
paper has bucked many trends. At a
time when many smaller weeklies have
disappeared or become mouthpieces
for larger papers, The Gabber has re-
mained a locally-owned, independent
voice — the oldest such paper in Florida.

Shutdowns during COVID-19 led to
the paper’s brief closure in March 2020.
A few months later, longtime Gabber
journalist Cathy Salustri Loper and Bar-
ry Loper acquired the paper from Ken
and Deb Reichart. The transition took
place on June 22, 2020. Print issues re-
sumed on July 9.

Toasting Historic Headlines

The Gulfport Brewery + Eatery’s
“Sea Breeze” honors a frontier pa-
per in a settlement that later became
Gulfport. Much has changed in lower
Pinellas since readers picked up the
first copy of The Sea Breeze 140 years
ago.

Although the present-day Tampa
Bay Times traces its origins to the
West Hillsborough Times that began
in Dunedin in 1884, from 1886 to 1887
The Sea Breeze exclusively served
our small but growing community. €

30% OFF [RE7RRs

| Call now for your free consultation! 727-821-0976

Showroom by appointment only + 800 Pasadena Ave S

% Blinds - Shutters - Shades - Motorization * ««

- ©2020 Budget Blinds, LLC. All rights reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise
Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

6 thegabber.com | August 27, 2026 - September 2, 2026



Big Plans with Big Prices

St. Pete Beach Commission Approves City Contracts and Projects

By Trei Johnson

The St. Pete Beach City Commission
unanimously approved a $3.7 million
law enforcement contract, $73,500
in parking license plate readers and
a $100,410 security-system replace-
ment on Aug. 19.

Commissioners also set a Sept. 16
groundbreaking for Fire Station 22
and received updates on public trans-
portation and other City projects.

Sheriff’s Contract Tops
$3.7 Million

The Commission approved a
$3,707,724 agreement with the Pinel-
las County Sheriff’s Office for law en-
forcement services from Oct. 1, 2026,
through Sept. 30, 2027.

The contract represents a roughly
5.7% increase. Assistant City Manag-
er Adam Poyer said the City receives
about a 30% discount from the
full cost because residents already
help fund Sheriff’s Office operations
through county taxes.

The City of St. Pete Beach previous-
ly cut its community policing deputies
from three to two and reduced fund-
ing for additional law enforcement
services from about $250,000 to
$150,000.

Poyer said the City has spent less of
the additional funding than expected
this year, so he anticipates the City
will receive some money back.

Parking License Plate
Readers Approved

Commissioners also approved a
previously budgeted $73,500 pay-
ment to Conure Telecom Services
for license plate recognition equip-
ment that the City will use for park-
ing enforcement.

Poyer said the system differs from
Flock Safety, the license plate read-
er technology used by law enforce-
ment agencies. The City of St. Pete
Beach will mount its readers on
parking enforcement vehicles.

“Once the license plates are in-
putted into our program, via resident
tag, or one of our pay stations, or
online app, then this system would

CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH
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On Aug. 19, St. Pete Beach Commissioners approve a $3.7M sheriff’s contract, park-
ing license plate readers, and a new security system.

basically scan the license plates as
they drive through the parking ar-
eas,” Poyer said.

When the system detects a po-
tential parking violation, it will alert
parking enforcement officers. Poyer
said the equipment does not search
for other information about vehicles
or their owners.

New Security System

The Commission approved a
$100,410.60 contract with Empire
Consulting Inc. to replace the City’s
aging security and access-control
system.

Technology Director Candyce Gal-
loway said the manufacturer dis-
continued the existing system, leav-
ing the City without regular support
or security updates and creating po-
tential security vulnerabilities.

The replacement will also bring
Fire Station 23 and Public Services
onto the City’s access-control sys-
tem. Both locations currently use

Scolt Tate
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separate security measures.

The three-year contract includes
the system replacement and imple-
mentation. Galloway said the City
expects the new system to save
about $7,000 annually after imple-
mentation.

Fire Station 22
Groundbreaking Set

St. Pete Beach will break ground
on the new Fire Station 22 at 10 a.m.
Sept. 16 at 1950 Pass-a-Grille Way, the
site of the former station.

District 1 Commissioner Karen Mar-
riott also told residents that PSTA is
considering eliminating Route 90,
which runs from the county park area
to 34th Street in south St. Petersburg.

Marriott, who represents St. Pete
Beach on the PSTA board, said the
agency will hold a public hearing on
the proposed elimination at its next
board meeting.

The next St. Pete Beach City Com-
mission meeting in Aug. 25 at 6 p.m. &

Full Schedule & Tickets: https://www.barrelhousetalent.com/tickets

04/24/2027
National Touring Artist
Frank Bang Opening
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Public Access on Trial

St. Pete Beach Cites Customary Use in Beach Access Lawsuit

By Trei Johnson

St. Pete Beach will use the public’s
historical use of its shoreline as a de-
fense in a federal beach-access law-
suit. The City plans to ask residents
for photographs and other evidence
of recreational use in the area in-
volved in the case.

City Attorney Ralf Brooks told Com-
missioners on Aug. 19 that the City filed
its answer that day in litigation involv-
ing the Undertow and Plaza Beach
Hotel. The answer’s ninth affirmative
defense invokes Florida’s common-law
doctrine of customary use, which can
recognize public recreational use of
privately owned dry-sand portions of a
beach when that use meets standards
set by Florida courts.

The City will focus its evi-
dence-gathering on an approximate-
ly half-mile stretch south of the public
beach at issue in the lawsuit. Brooks
said photographs and other historical
evidence from longtime beachgoers
could help document activities such
as paddleboarding and skimboarding
and show the public’s longstanding
use of the shoreline.

City Raises Customary Use
Defense

Brooks said the City’s defense ap-
plies if the plaintiffs’ claims seek to
exclude the public from the dry-sand

CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH
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St. Pete Beach W|II use customary use as a defense in a federal beach-access law-
suit and seek residents’ historical photos and evidence.

area in question.

“The public’s recreational use to the
relevant general area of the beach
has been ancient, reasonable, with-
out interruption and free from dis-
pute,” Brooks read from the City’s af-
firmative defense.

Brooks cited the Florida Supreme
Court’s 1974 City of Daytona Beach v.
Tona-Rama Inc. decision and an 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals case in-
volving the Town of Redington Beach.

He also updated Commissioners on
Daniels v. Town of Palm Beach, anoth-
er customary-use case involving the
law firm representing the plaintiffs in
the St. Pete Beach litigation. Brooks
said both parties appealed the ruling
to the 11th Circuit.

City Seeks Historical Evidence

Vice Mayor Lisa Robinson raised the
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issue after the City’s customary-use
workshop and asked Commissioners
what steps, if any, they wanted the
City to take next.

During the discussion, City Manag-
er Frances Robustelli asked Brooks to
clarify the geographic area covered
by the City’s request. Brooks said the
City will focus on the approximately
half-mile stretch south of the public
beach involved in the lawsuit, rather
than the entire shoreline.

The City plans to create instructions
explaining what information residents
can provide and how they can submit
it. Brooks said residents with old pho-
tographs or other evidence of histori-
cal beach use could send the material
to the City.

Broader Action Waits

Brooks advised Commissioners
against taking broader action while
the federal case proceeds. He said
courts created Florida’'s custom-
ary-use doctrine and cautioned that
a City-created regulation could raise
different legal issues.

Mayor Scott Tate also expressed
concern about discussing matters
publicly that could affect the pend-
ing litigation. Brooks said Commis-
sioners can discuss litigation strat-
egy during a closed shade meeting
now that litigation has begun.

For now, the City will pursue cus-
tomary use as an affirmative de-
fense while gathering evidence of
the public’s historical use of the af-
fected beach.

The next St. Pete Beach City
Commission meeting in Aug. 25 at
6 p.m. ®
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Fear for Future Funding
Treasure Island Mayor Warns of Amendment 3

By Christopher Richard
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On Aug. 18, Treasure Island Mayor John Doctor warned Amendment 3 could reduce
local property-tax revenue and threaten cities across Florida.

On Aug. 18, Mayor John Doctor
warned that proposed changes to
Florida's property-tax system could
threaten the financial stability of cit-
ies across the state.

Doctor raised the issue at the end
of the Treasure Island City Commis-
sion meeting after attending a state-
wide gathering of Florida mayors and
commissioners in Hollywood. He said
property taxes dominated the confer-
ence, including six workshops featur-
ing lobbyists, public-relations firms,
and economic experts.

Amendment 3 Would Change
Homestead Exemption

Florida voters will decide Amend-
ment 3 in the Nov. 3, 2026, general
election.

The proposal would increase the
homestead exemption for non-school
property taxes to $150,000 in 2027
and $250,000 in 2028. School district
property taxes would not be affected.

The amendment also would re-
duce the annual assessment cap on
non-homestead property from 10%
to 5%. That category includes com-
mercial and rental properties.

Supporters, including Gov. Ron De-
Santis and state lawmakers, say the
measure would provide significant
property-tax relief to homeowners.

Local governments, however, have
raised concerns about the potential
loss of revenue. Cities and counties

rely on property taxes to help pay for
police, fire protection, infrastructure,
and other public services. Doctor said
municipal leaders at the conference
questioned how local governments
would replace that revenue.

Warnings of Bankruptcy

Doctor said speakers at the con-
ference warned that as many as 100
Florida cities could face bankruptcy
within four years if property-tax rev-
enue falls significantly. He also said
some cities could dissolve and re-
turn to unincorporated county gov-
ernment.

Doctor said speakers raised simi-
lar concerns about counties, with as
many as 25 potentially facing con-
solidation with neighboring coun-
ties. Doctor described the numbers
as statewide warnings, not a fore-
cast for Treasure Island specifically.

“What'’s going to replace it?” Doc-
tor said of the property-tax revenue
cities could lose.

Local officials have pressed state
leaders for a plan. Doctor said the
response has often been, “We’ll get
through it

“They don’t have an answer,” Doc-
tor said. He called the uncertainty
“scary.”

Doctor Says He
Amendment

Opposes

Doctor said the Florida League of
Cities and Florida League of Mayors
are working on the property-tax is-
sue.

He also told Commissioners and
residents that he personally plans
to vote against the property-tax re-
duction. He urged residents to study
Amendment 3 before voting in No-
vember.

The issue could have particu-
lar significance for Treasure Island,
which faces rebuilding costs, infra-
structure needs, and redevelop-
ment decisions.

The next Treasure Island City
Commission meeting is Sept. 9 at 6
p.m. ®

WILLS :TRUSTS-ESTATES-ELDER LAW

Are Your Estate Planning Documents Current?
Call now to schedule your complimentary estate planning review!

« Estate Planning including Trusts, Wills, Health Care Directives,

& Power of Attorney
* Trust & Probate Estate Administration

+ Elder Law including Medicaid & Special Needs Trusts

+ Corporate & Business Planning

. N AN
Karen S. Keaton, Esquire

Karen S. Keaton, Esquire

2816 Beach Blvd South
Gulfport, Florida 33707
727-822-2200
Karen@GulfBeachesLaw.com

WWW.GULFBEACHESLAW.COM
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CITY OF MADEIRA BEACH PUBLIC NOTICE
PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCIES

The City of Madeira Beach is accepting applications to fill four seats on the Planning Commission:

» One vacant seat for a partial term expiring September 30, 2027. The appointed member may apply for
appointment to a full three-year term upon expiration of the partial term.

» Three seats with current terms expiring September 30, 2026, followed by new three-year terms expiring
September 30, 2029.

About the Planning Commission

The Planning Commission is a seven-member advisory board that meets regularly on the first Monday
of each month at 6:00 p.m. Meeting dates and times are subject to change. Members serve without
compensation but may be reimbursed for authorized training, travel, mileage, and per diem expenses as
provided by law.

Eligibility and Qualifications

Applicants must be residents and qualified voters of the City of Madeira Beach. District residency
requirements do not apply.

Appointments will be made in accordance with City Charter Section 12.2. Whenever possible, consideration
will be given to applicants with demonstrated experience or qualifications in one or more of the following
areas, pursuant to City Code Section 2-77:

« Architecture or landscape architecture
« Civil engineering

» Real estate sales or land development
« Natural or environmental sciences

« Urban planning

Financial Disclosure Requirement

Planning Commission members are required to electronically file Form 1, Statement of Financial Interests,
with the Florida Commission on Ethics within 30 days of appointment and annually thereafter, as required
by law. Penalties may apply for late filing.

Application Deadline

Interested persons must submit a completed and signed application no later than Tuesday, September
8, 2026, to be considered for appointment at the Board of Commissioners Meeting on Wednesday,
September 9, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Applications are available at City Hall, from the City Clerk, or on the City’s Advisory Boards webpage.

Submit Applications To

City Clerk

City of Madeira Beach

300 Municipal Drive

Madeira Beach, FL 33708

Email: cvanblargan@madeirabeachfl.gov

Phone: 727-401-1792

The City encourages qualified residents interested in serving their community and participating in the local
government process to apply.

10
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Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center | 550127th Ave. S.| 727-893-5657 | mygulfport.us/recreation/senior-center

For more information or to register for any of these activities, call (727) 893-5657.

Annual registration required. FREE, residents; $100 non-residents. All programs are subject to
change without notification. Mon-Fri., 8 AM — 9 PM

Please stop by the Senior Center, join our weekly newsletter, or like us on Facebook to
see a complete schedule of daily events.

HCA Lunch & Learn: ER vs URGENT CARE Workout with Noa Must Pre-Register 9/74 @ 4:00 PM
Intro to Veteran Disability Benefits Must Pre- Gather & Share 9/78 @ 11:00 AM

Register 9/3 @ 10:00 AM

DanceHall Fit: GET YOUR SEXY BACK! 9/3 @
3:30 PM

Antique Day 9/78 @ 2:30 PM

Seasonal Circles: THE HEART OF DEEP LATE

SUMMER Must Pre-Register 9/21 @ 2:00 PM

Veteran’s Coffee Connection 9/4 @ 710:00 AM
Dance Party: BRING YOUR 80’s SPARKLE Must

Gulfport Rocks Must Pre-Register 9/4 @ 1:30 PM Pre-Register 9/27 @ 5:30 - 7:30 PM
RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF STRESS Must Pre- Standing Strong Must Pre-Register 9/22 @ 10:00 AM
Register 9/8 @ 2:00 PM . .
Gulfcoast Legal Assistance By Appointment Only
Good Neighbors Food Giveaway 9/9 @ 12:00 PM Must Pre-Register 9/22
iPhone Instruction Must Pre-Register 9/70 @ 12:30 PM Armchair Adventures Must Pre-Register 9/22 @
Scams & Tricks to Avoid Must Pre-Register 9/70 @ 2:00 PM
3:30 PM Happy Birthday to YOU! 9/23 @ 3:00 PM
Moore Medicare Mondays Must Pre-Register 9/74 Register 9/24 @ 3:30 PM 9/25 @ 10:00 AM
& 9/28 @ 10:00 AM LGBTQ+ Coffee & Conversation
3D Printing Club 9/14 @ 1:00 PM Matinee Movie 9/25 @ 1:00 PM
Memory Screenings By Appointment Only Must Pre- Got It! 9/28 @ 5:30 PM
Register 9/14
Al for Seniors: OUTSMART TODAY’S SCAMS
Sunshine Club: Card Making Group 9/74 & 9/28 9/29 @ 2:00 PM
@ 2:30 PM

€3 gulfportseniorcenter
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Debating Development Strategies

Treasure Island Rejects Planned Development Ordinance

By Christopher Richard

Treasure Island Commissioners
voted 3-2 on Aug. 18 to reject a
proposed planned development
ordinance, but agreed to revisit
the issue during a Sept. 9 work-
shop.

Commissioners Chris Clark [Dis-
trict 2], Arthur Czyszczon [District
3], and Arden Dickey (District
4] voted to deny the ordinance.
Mayor John Doctor and Vice May-
or Tammy Vazquez voted against
the denial.

The proposal would have creat-
ed a new application process for
planned developments in the city.

Commissioners Debate
Development Rules

Commissioners debated wheth-
er Treasure Island should estab-
lish the planned-development
process now or wait for additional
redevelopment guidance.

The discussion centered on
height, density, and comprehen-
sive-plan limits.

The City Attorney explained that
the proposed ordinance would
create a process for developers
to seek approval for planned de-
velopments. Any request to ex-
ceed comprehensive-plan limits

GABRIELE HUFFMAN

[ ]

[

[

TREASURE ISLAND
— |

CITY HALL

Treasure Island rejected planned development ordinance 3-2, with Commissioners
set to revisit development rules at the Sept. 9 workshop.

would require additional action.

Commissioners ultimately re-
jected the ordinance but agreed
to continue discussing the issue
at the September workshop.

The planned-development de-
bate comes as Treasure Island
works through major redevelop-
ment and rebuilding decisions.

Dr. Shoopak

DN20913 DN17133

Dr. Gutu

MODERN DENTISTRY

Say goodbye to dental anxiety

Awgeest Specint
10.00 per unit
Xeomin

Forehead Lines

727-954-4431

StPeteModernDentistry.com
5500 1st Ave N

St. Petersburg
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Commission Addresses
Meeting Conduct

Commissioners also took up the
increasingly personal tone of recent
public meetings.

Doctor asked the Commission to
support stronger rules against per-
sonal attacks involving City employ-
ees and charter officers.

The Commission unanimously
agreed.

The City Attorney will draft lan-
guage for future board rules.

The meeting ended with Doctor
raising a broader issue facing Trea-
sure Island and other Florida mu-
nicipalities: the potential impact of
proposed property-tax changes.

Doctor warned that a reduction
in local property-tax revenue could
make it more difficult for Cities to
pay for public safety, infrastructure
and other services.

He said the issue could add anoth-
er financial challenge as Treasure Is-
land weighs growth, rebuilding and
redevelopment.

The next Treasure Island City Com-
mission meeting is Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. ®
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All the World’s Kids received a $5,000 art grant from the City of St. Petersburg to fund the project.

volving transit non-profit Connect
Pinellas, youth empowerment or-
ganization All the World’'s Kids,
the Lakewood Estates Civic Asso-
ciation, and Oak Park Villas, the
apartment complex adjacent to
the connector that owns the wall.
The Vitale Bros. spearheaded the
mural’s artist team.

It was made possible by a $5,000
art grant All the World's Kids received
from the City of St. Petersburg.

Artists Johnny Vitale, Derek Donnel-
ly, Nick Kekllas, Sionna “Sio” MacLeish,
Taylor “Dreamweaver” Smith, and Ar-
turo Romero used their skills to create
the mural. It features plants and ani-
mals that live around the nearby Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve, including a rac-
coon, blue jay, turtle, alligator, and an
armadillo. Maximo students filled in
outlines and painted their own flow-
ers.

“Now it's just a big community
mural,” said Johnny Vitale. “This is
something that everybody in the
neighborhood can take ownership
of”

“Art beautifies and revitalizes
spaces, and also kids can create

what they can’t communicate. So
through visuals, they can come
and throw something up on the
wall and feel invested,” said Lauren
Hubbard, founder and CEO of All
the World’s Kids. Hubbard tapped
Vitale to lead the project.

A Safer Route to School

Aesthetics aside, the mural is
meant to establish safety in an area
previously riddled with trash, includ-
ing drug paraphernalia.

Mural continued from cover

Ad44Na 3195V

“It’s the first step towards a safer
route to Maximo Elementary for stu-
dents and for neighbors alike,” said
Kristen Ehrlich, president of Connect
Pinellas, during the ceremony before
the ribbon cutting. “I urge everyone,
particularly city council members
.. to take a look at the actual trail
connector and its condition. We still
have a lot of work to do””

What Comes Next

Hubbard said they will continue to
Mural continued on page 14

LOOK FOR RESTAURANT SPECIALS =
IN THE CLASSIFIED SECTION

RESTAURANT SPECIALS

Restautant Classified Section Listing
40 words - $25 per issue. First 2 weeks FREE!

GABBER

No contract. Prepayment required.
Email: advertising@TheGabber.com
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Community members, students, and project partners gather for the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Lakewood Trail Connector.

maintain the area through monthly
cleanups, and that this is the first
phase of upgrades for the Lakewood
Trail Connector.

“It's an artery of our ecosystem
because it essentially connects the
Lakewood Estates area with the Sky-
way Marina District,” said Hubbard. “If
that artery isn't flowing, then that’s

not good for the ecosystem. So we
came to breathe life into that, and
we’re pumping the artery back to life
by connecting this corridor. That gives
youth who attend Maximo Elementa-
ry School safe access to get there.”
At the end of the ceremony, each
student received an award for par-
ticipating in the mural and a color-

City OF GULFPORT MEETINGS
City Clerk’s Office ® September 2026

September 2, 2026 Planning and Zoning Board - CANCELLED

September 3, 2026 Council Meeting - 6:00pm (Thursday)

September 4, 2026 Historic Preservation Committee — 11:00am

September 7, 2026 City Hall Closed - LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

September 9, 2026 Board of Adjustment - 6:00pm

September 10, 2026 Special Magistrate — 9:30am

September 15, 2026 Council Meeting - 6:00 pm

September 16, 2026 Neighborhood Watch - 6:00pm

All meetings are open to the public and are held in the City Hall, City Council Chambers, 2401
53 rd Street South, In Person, unless otherwise noted. Meetings may occasionally be added,
cancelled or rescheduled after this list is published. Please check the city’s website
mygulfport.us for updated information.

14

ing page of the mural. There was
also free pizza.

The Lakewood Connector Trail
Community Mural is located near
the 31st Street Sports Complex,
where you can park, 4801 31st St. S.,
St. Petersburg.

For more information, visit connectpi-
nellas.org and alltheworldskidsinc.org. ©

—— VETERINARY CLINIC —
StPeteBeachVet.com

FREE EXAM

For newly adopted pets valid
until 8/31.
Physical Exam only -
Excludes Labs, Vaccines, XRays

FEAR FREE
CERTIFIE
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Conceals a card
6 Underwear

10 Fruity confection

13 Nothing doing!

14 Storyteller

15 10U compcnent

16 Matador’s opponent

17 Cause

19 Searcher for missing
person

21 Detained

22 Blacken

23 Listen

24 -Locka, FL

26 Dye out?

27 Half full, perhaps

31 Tito, for ane

34 Na+ and CI-

36 One of the King
Sisters

37 Type of detective

40 Tuft of hairs: bot.

41 Race car driver
Luyendyk

42 Rabbit ___

43 Mystic scriptural
interpretation

45 Snatches

47 Bambi's aunt

48 Concluding part

48 Golfer's goal

52 Frank

55 Tec for hire

58 Beavis’ pal

60 Bombed due to pres-
sure

61 Age

62 Commedia delii ___

63 Bridge holding

64 On the other hand

B5 Flanders stream

66 Sibilants

DOWN

1 Beer Barrel, for one
2 Moving

3 Barnstorming feat
4 Choreographer

Graham

5 Irregular

6 Urban land unit

7 Immorality

8 Polyester fabric

9 Mex. missus
10___ de vivre

11 Potential deserter
12 Fix

13 Egg deposilory

18 Sherlocks
20 Rings of darker skin

25 Brazilian scccer
great

26 Special investigator

27 Actor/writer Peter

28 Tucson’s county

29 Authoritarian

30wWistful thinking

31 Animal-rights org.

32 Small NC college

33 Cine ender

35 Grieg’s birthplace:
abbr.

38 Tubular lamp

39 Acute problem

44 Starers

48 Mawkishness

48 Fruit drink

49 Black tea

50__ Rock: Australian
monolith

51 Belsheviks

52 Comply

53 Undiluted

54 French state

55 Deserve

57 Long times

58 Redtop or timothy

Solution on page 19

Leftovers
.1 Z 3
13
18
19

22

READ THE FULL ISSUE ONLINE AT THEGABBER.COM
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OF SOUTH PINELLAS

Could your pet be the The Gabber Newspaper’s

next pet of the month?
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ST PETE BEACH

thegabber.com/promotions

Prizes provided by The Salty Pup, Habana Cafe, and Just Call Jill Pet & House Sitting
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THINGS TO DO

Cupcakes, Gecko Ball, and Potlucks

r o

Gecko Ball returns this Saturday, Aug. 29.

Thursday, Aug. 27 and collectors look for when consid-
ering artists for exhibitions, represen-
tation, and collections. Led by Browne

Art founder and chief curator Jovian

Gallery Readiness: Workshop for
Artists Learn what galleries, curators,

Spring Savings have Sprung! o2,
The warming weather means Florida’s fishing season is heating up. \

Get on the water with your first kayak, or an upgrade from your
current one; by shopping our showroom for in-store savings

We hape decades of

experience helpin
paddlers crafy e,
Detfect fishing setup,
through proper fit g
in-hoyse oulfitting

Save on New-Old Stock llke this Tarpon 120. This versatile

kayak is equally suite d~f0r ﬁshlng and exploring Florida

“call for current
I(ay aks-:a '19 as $499 in- store specnals

6493 54th Ave N St. Pete, FL 33709

visit: canoecountryﬂ com

o Free o Vegan Options @ Dog-Friendly Q Paid Listing

ATV3IH NOJ3IWVI

Browne, the workshop covers stron-
ger submissions, professional gal-
lery outreach, collector expectations,
and practical next steps for artists.
Imagine Museum Theatre, 1901 Cen-
tral Ave., St. Petersburg. 6-7:30 p.m.
eventbrite.com, 727-300-1700.

Rainwater Harvesting Town Hall
Learn practical ways to manage
rainwater, reduce flooding, protect
local waterways, and conserve wa-
ter at this Gulfport Town Hall with
Mayor Karen Love. Environmental
scientist and certified rainwater
harvesting practitioner Diane Willis
will share tips tailored to Florida’s
climate. 49th Street Neighborhood
Center, 1617 49th St. S., Gulfport.
6-7:30 p.m. mygqulfport.us, 727-
893-1070. @

Friday, Aug. 28

Coffee With Neighbors Start your

16 thegabber.com | August 27, 2026 - September 2, 2026



Friday with coffee and conversa-
tion at Indian Rocks Beach’s Cof-
fee With Neighbors. Meet fellow
community members and catch
up on what’s happening around
town. Civic Auditorium, 1507 Bay
Palm Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach.
8:30-9:30 a.m. indian-rocks-beach.
com, 727-595-2517. @

Charity Drag Bingo Girl... Get your
bingo cards ready for Allendale’s
Monthly Charity Drag Bingo. Play 10
games for $10, with proceeds ben-
efiting Allendale’s Community Out-
reach programs supporting people
experiencing homelessness and
food insecurity. Food from Bellie’s
Food Truck is available for preor-
der. Allendale United Methodist
Church, 3803 Haines Road N., St.
Petersburg. Doors open at 5:30
p.m.; show starts at 6:30 p.m. $10.
allendaleumc.org, 727-527-6694.

Mystery Science Theater Tribute
Show Bad movies meet good com-
edy at Spitfire Comedy House. The
cast improvises a B-movie based
on audience suggestions. This is
for ages 16 and up. Spitfire Comedy
House, 1920 1st Ave. S., St. Peters-
burg. 9-10 p.m. $17.40. spitfirecom-
edy.com, 727-329-6290.

Saturday, Aug. 29

Secondhand Market Give old stuff
a new life at the St. Pete Youth
Farm’s final Secondhand Market of
the season. Browse secondhand
finds, uncover new treasures, and
help keep reusable items out of
the waste stream. St. Pete Youth
Farm, 1664 12th St. S., St. Peters-
burg. 9-11 a.m. stpeteyouthfarm.
org, 727-565-3930. @

Great St. Pete Cupcake Contest
Got a sweet tooth? Help crown
St. Pete’s most artistic cupcake
at the 15th Annual Great St. Pete
Cupcake Contest. Grab a box of 12
mini cupcakes from youth, novice,
professional, and specialty bakers,
then vote for your favorite for the
People’s Choice Award. Boxes his-
torically sell out, so advance res-
ervations are strongly encouraged.
Morean Center for Clay, 420 22nd

St. S., St. Petersburg. 12-3 p.m. $25;
$20 for Morean members. morean-
artscenter.org, 727-821-7162.

Gecko Ball 2026 It's time! Gulf-
port’s annual Gecko Ball returns
with live music, dancing, costumes,
auctions, food trucks, and plenty
of Gulfport chaos. This time, the
theme is the Gecko Music Awards.
Dress as your favorite rock star, pop
icon, music legend, or red-carpet
celebrity for the costume contest,
and stick around for the crowning
of the Gecko Queen. Each attend-
ee also receives a complimentary
Gecko Music Awards T-shirt featur-
ing artwork by local artist Daniel
Cruz. Stetson University, 1401 61st
St. S., Gulfport. 6-10 p.m. $40; re-
served tables of 10 are $450. visit-
gulfportflorida.com, 727-222-3252.

Joe Marcinek Band at The Blue-
berry Patch Catch the Joe Marcinek
Band for a night blending Chicago
blues, New Orleans funk, Grateful
Dead psychedelia, and jazz fusion.
The opener is risKay. Plus, catch
live painting and veggie burgers.
BYOB. Ages 18 and up. The Blue-
berry Patch, 4923 20th Ave. S,
Gulfport. 7:30-11. $20 in advance;
$25 at the door. blueberrypatch.
org, 727-914-0226.

Backtrack Blues Band Catch an
evening of original blues with the
Backtrack Blues Band, featuring
guitar from Kid Royal, blues harp
from Sonny Charles, soulful vocals,
and a tight rhythm section. This
Tampa Bay group has toured with
legends including B.B. King, Buddy
Guy, Robert Cray, and Gregg All-
man. Catherine A. Hickman The-
ater, 5501 27th Ave. S., Gulfport.
8-10:30 p.m. $30. eventbrite.com,
727-893-1070.

Sunday, Aug. 30

Save Our Streets St. Pete Save
Our Streets to coming to St. Pete
with an afternoon of free re-
sources for teens, young adults,
and families. Stop by for free
haircuts, health checkups and
medical testing, food distribution,

TTD continued on page 18

thegabber.com | August 27, 2026 - September 2, 2026

THE STORAGE HOUSE |
727-327-9598

TheStorageHouseFL.com

1219 49th Street South ¢ Gulfport
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8~5 / Sat 8~2

NEED MORE SPACE?
We’re The Moving Place!
24-Hour Access ¢ First-Floor

Convenience ¢ Climate & Non-Climate
Controlled units available

We are a small family owned
business and will not increase
your rates every 6 months like a
corporate facility.

CALL TODAY FOR OUR BEST RATES!

We sell boxes, locks, and moving supplies.

Dentistry
with a personal touch

Family Owned and Run
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Brittany Pierpont

DLiew Dendal
N~

8351 Blind Pass Rd
St Pete Beach, FL 33706

727-363-6169

pierdental.net
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TTD continued from page 17

clothing, gun-safety education,
and community support services.
EZ2K Vintage, 2655 6th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. 12-3 p.m. instagram.
com/e2kvintage. @

Charity Bath Day Stinky dog? Dog
Bar has you covered. Volunteers
from Women’s Krewe Rugby will
wash pups while you hang out;
ear cleaning and towel drying are
included. Nail trims are available
for an extra $5, and proceeds
benefit this month’s charity part-
ner. First come, first bathed. Dog
Bar St. Pete, 2300 Central Ave.,
St. Petersburg. 1-5 p.m. $10 for
small dogs; $15 for medium, $20
for large. facebook.com/dog-
barstpete, 727-317-4968.

Zil Finger Cymbal Workshop
& Persian Mini-Market Learn
the art of finger cymbals with
dancer and instructor Yas-
mina Mahal at this all-levels
workshop. Afterward, browse
a mini-market featuring new
and gently used costumes,
jewelry, and other dance
finds. Paramount Ballroom,
4615 Gulf Blvd., Suite 204,
St. Pete Beach. 2-4 p.m. $45.
Space is limited. Register at
alexandra.treiber@yahoo.
com, 727-642-7899.

Plant-Based Community Pot-
luck Looking for your plant-based
community? Bring a homemade
plant-based dish to share and
meet neighbors while learning
about whole-food, plant-based
nutrition. The first gathering in-
cludes an introduction to plant-
based diets, their health benefits,
and a tea bar. St. Luke’s Method-
ist Church, 4444 Fifth Ave. N., St.
Petersburg. 5:30-7:30 p.m. RSVP
at tinyurl.com/5n926mve. @

Wednesday, Sept. 2

Dali‘'s Coffee with a Curator
Explore tarot’s journey from a
15th-century card game to a cul-
tural phenomenon that inspired

18

artists and thinkers like Salvador
Dali, W.B. Yeats, and Carl Jung.
Tarot professional and author
Christiana Gaudet leads the talk.
The Dali Museum’s Will Raymund
Theater, 1 Dali Blvd., St. Peters-
burg. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Registra-
tion required. Gallery admission
is not included. thedali.org, 727-
823-3767. @

Chicago Give 'em the old raz-
zle dazzle at The Beach Theatre
with a screening of Chicago. Fol-
low murderesses Roxie Hart and
Velma Kelly as they chase head-
lines in 1920s Chicago. The Beach
Theatre, 315 Corey Ave., St. Pete
Beach. 7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. $15. thebeachtheatre.org,
727-340-2866.

The Original Bandingo at Twist-
ed Tiki Play music bingo while
supporting Friends of Strays at
Twisted Tiki. Bring a bag of dog
food, cat food, or clay cat litter to
get two free dabs on your Band-
ingo card, plus stick around for a
chance drawing and 50/50 raffle.
Twisted Tiki, 340 Corey Ave., St.
Pete Beach. 7-9 p.m. friendsofst-
rays.org, 727-914-8881. @

Thursday, Sept. 3

Free Italian Language Class-
es Ready to finally learn lItalian
(or brush up beyond “ciao” and
“espresso”)? The Italian American
Society of St. Petersburg is offer-
ing free Italian language classes
for all ages, with beginner, in-
termediate, and advanced levels
available. Classes meet weekly
and welcome students of all ex-
perience levels. Gulfport Senior
Center, 5501 27th Ave. S., Gulf-
port. Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. iasosp.
org, info@iasosp.org.

Singles Flamingles Single and
ready to flamingle? Head to the
St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Club
for a casual singles tournament
featuring shuffleboard. St. Pe-
tersburg Shuffleboard Club, 559
Mirror Lake Dr. N., St. Petersburg.
7-10 p.m. $5. stpeteshuffle.com,
727-822-2083.

WORSHIP

2V st Petershure 3457777
L) Friday %PM f%
% Beth-El Shalom

s Messianic Congregation @ﬁ

ShalomAdventure.com {7
JewishHeritage.net 4
Rabbi@JewishHeritage.net Al

swe Stigy

atiNeptune Grill

Mondays!at'6pm e All are welcome!

. -‘--5501..'Sho‘geBﬁlv‘dLS‘; Gulf:port
Call John at 702-589-1981

Special worship
rates starting as

low as $25/week.
Send an email to:
advertising@thegabber.com

Remember your
loved ones forever
with us.

» Free obituaries available;
prices range from $75-$600

« Obituary on Legacy included
The o In partnership with
GABBER regacycom
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ADVERTISING DEADLINE FOR NEXT THURSDAY’S
ISSUE IS FRIDAY BY 3 p.m.

B oo o B e TR

Linzy Wilson and Alisa Barrios took The Gabber Newspaper to the Galapagos
Islands. Wilson said “We read [The Gabber Newspaper] to the sea lions, penguins,
giant tortoises, marine iguanas, white-tipped sharks, and the blue-footed boobies
and they all loved it!”

Have you taken The Gabber Newspaper somewhere? We want to see your
pictures! Please send a high-resolution photo and a brief description to
editor@thegabber.com. Waiting to see your picture in Take The Gabber?
Want to get in sooner? You can, for $25! Contact us at 727-321-6965.
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Visit us at HCA Pasadena
Hospital campus for:

e Comprehensive primary
eyecare

¢ Advanced diagnostics

e Vision rehabilitation

¢ Low Vision

¢ Complex contact lens designs
¢ Eyewear to enhance your style
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLEAR NUMBERS
BOOKKEEPING

Virtual bookkeeping for
small businesses and non-
profits. Monthly packages

customized to your needs or
one time cleanups. Payroll
available. QuickBooks Online
Certified ProAdyvisor.
10+ years experience.

Call/text to 727-248-0714
or email to
nspence@clearnumbers.biz

Caregivers

HOMEWATCH
CAREGIVERS OF
ST. PETE BEACH

Providing in-home health care services to the
greater St. Petersburg Area. Personal, com-
panion, complex care, post-surgery, respite
care, and more. Family and veteran-owned
local business. Accepting private pay, VA,
and Long-term health insurance. Licensed,
insured, and bonded; all employees are W2.
Free consultation: 727-914-7472. Hwcg.com/
St-Pete-Beach.com. AHCA #2999995153.

HANDS N HEART IN
HOME CARE LLC

Compassionate care to meet all your needs.
Personalized attention and support. We are
devoted to enhancing our client’s quality of
life. Services include: meal prep, short er-
rands, medication reminders, light house-
keeping. Registered and Licensed. Call to-
day. 727-481-4722 or 727-623-2410.

Cleaning / Housekeeping

LORRAINE’S CLEANING SERVICE We will
bring a sparkle to your home and a smile to
your face. Call Lorraine: 727-768-5267.

HOUSEKEEPING Weekly, monthly, residen-
tial, rentals, office and bar/restaurants. |
bring all the equipment and products. Er-
rands & pet sitting too! Call or text Tara
727-641-0975.

Computer Service

JS COMPUTER REPAIR Mobile Computer
Repair - $50 per visit/hr - 727-643-0697.
https://jscomputerrepair.com/

AC ELECTRIC
727-345-3108

Over 30 years experience. Residential &
commercial, new or remodel work, service
upgrades, lightning arrestors, fans and light-
ing installed. State license #ER0007653.
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If you have questions about advertising, please email us at advertising@thegabber.com or

call 727-321-6965! Deadline: Friday 3 p.m.

Handy Person

FOR HIRE:
LOCAL HANDYMAN

Contracting business expanding to handy-
man work. 40 years experience with excel-
lent service from Gulfport resident & USMC
veteran. Let me help fix your stuff. Text or
call 727-400-1279 for more information.

NEED A MAN?
I FIX THINGS!

Experienced in all types of home repair in-
cluding toilet repair & replacement, kitchen
faucet and shower fixtures, gutter clean-
ing, power washing, painting, drywall re-
pair, and general fixes. Reliable upkeep
for residential or commercial properties.
Friendly, prompt & affordable service. Call
or text Joe: 727-385-8855.

CARPENTER/
HANDYMAN

With 40 years experience as tradesman
and business owner, | offer a wide range
of home improvement services. As a resi-
dent, | take pride in serving our community
with insured and trustworthy work. Call/
Text 727-242-0892 or email Titantech68@
gmail.com.

HANDYMAN, SEMI-RETIRED Ceiling fans,
grab bars, lights, blinds, and all types of
small interior repairs. Honest & reliable. Call
Giovanni (John) at 727-410-2201.

LOCAL HANDYMAN
FOR HIRE

Specializing in changing doors, tile repair,
pressure washing, painting, hanging cur-
tains, chimney & fireplace cleaning & main-
tenance, you name it. License and insured.
islandwidemaintenance.com. Call 727-607-
7342 or text 631-445-2073.

RYE’S MAINTENANCE

Locally owned and operated. Property
maintenance & repair for your home and
business. Licensed and insured. If you
break it, | can fix it or replace it. Call 727-
408-4220.

HANDYMAN Electrical: ceiling fans, light-
ing, switches, outlets and other devices.
Plumbing: faucets, valves, and other fix-
tures. Door locks and cabinet hardware.
References upon request. David: 727-851-
7548.

AMERICAN BUILDERS
GROUP LLC

Residential/Commercial. All phases of re-
modeling or renovations. Roofs, kitchens,
baths, room additions, new construction,
doors, windows, stone or concrete work,
flooring, and much, much more. Free es-
timates. CCC 1333727 CGC 059964. 727-
410-7323.

DARCY ROOFING LLC

Residential/Commercial. All roofing types -
T.P.O.,, tapered systems, shingle, metal, tile,
& flat roofs. Great prices, best warranties.
Our general contracting division also does
kitchens, baths, additions, new construction,
and much, much more. Free estimates. CCC
1333727 CGC 059964. 727-410-7323.

JEFF’S FENCE & REPAIR

We install and repair any type of fence or
gate. Call or text us at 727-831-7143 for a free
estimate. Securing Tampa Bay since 2001!
www.pinellasfencing.com

THE TRASH QUEEN

Tired of looking at the same old mess? We do
yard work, clean-ups inside and out, organiz-
ing, recycling, dumping, odd jobs, and sea-
sonal property watching and maintenance.
Free estimates. Licensed and insured. Truck
and trailer. Call/text Kathy, 845 866-3867.

GROUT AND TILE
REPAIR, CLEANING &
SEALING

Locally owned Sunshine Grout and Tile that
specializes in grout repair, grout cleaning/
coloring/sealing, re-caulking, tile replace-
ment, Shower/floor/countertop rejuve-
nation. Anything tile related we can fix.
Make your floors, bathrooms, and kitchens
look new again. Free estimates. sunshine-
groutandtile.com 727-900-9955

TILE AND MARBLE
INSTALLATIONS &
PRESSURE WASHING

Includes bathroom remodels, flooring (inte-
rior or exterior), repair & shower remodels
a specialty. No job too big or small. Com-
petitive rates with 37 years experience. Call
Dave Smith day or night, 727-798-2075.

KEITH THE ROOFER

“Quality Through The Roof” Free estimates,
24-hour emergency service available. Res-
idential & Commercial. 20+ years experi-
ence. All types of roofs. Lic. # CCC 1334641.
Call 727-768-5140. | have a dump-trailer
and do clean outs too! Give me a call!

FLORIDA RENOVATORS

Class A contractor specializing in home
renovations, remodeling, and commer-
cial construction services of any scale.
Experts in regulation and mitigation,
NAHB-NARI-certified, FEMA-qualified for
waterfront and flood-zone projects. Flor-
ida License Number-CGC016919. Visit
FloridaRenovations.com 727-458-6897.
www.constructiontrainer.com

@gabbernews
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OVERPAYING FOR
INSURANCE?
STOP NOW

Local, independent insurance broker help-
ing families and businesses save time and
money. | shop over 70 top-rated carriers for
home, auto, flood, and business insurance.
Free quotes, honest advice, and personal
service. Call 727-275-7624 or email
Carson.nicodemo@goosehead.com.

Lawn / Landscape

GOOD RIDDANCE
LANDSCAPING:
727-265-6454

Great work with great prices. We do it all.
Check us out on Google at Good Riddance
Landscaping. 727-265-6454.

MAKE IT BEAUTIFUL
AGAIN - 407-244-
6045

Flower beds made new again. We install
mulch, shells, rocks, sod, plants, and rock
gardens. Small tree removed/installed,
weeding done. 30 years experience. Free
estimates. St. Pete/Gulfport. 407-244-
6045. CLEAN UP CLEAN UP CLEAN UP.

FRESHLY CUT LAWN
MAINTENANCE &
TREE SERVICE

Veteran owned and operated. Reliable,
great rates, clean-outs, year-round service,
tree trimming & removal. Free estimates.
30+ years experience. Serving S. Pinellas
Call 727-343-6759.

EARLY AIRPORT RIDES

Furnishing rides to the airports, cruise
lines, and wherever you may need. TEXT
Nancy at 860-719-5099 to set up your ride
to your next destination!

HB HAULING &
HANDYMAN SERVICES

House/garage clean outs. Demolition.
Shed removal, fence removal, yard clear
out, etc. Dump trailer rental. Lowest price
guaranteed. Local family owned business.
Call Kenny at 727-793-5816.

JUNK REMOVAL
FULL SERVICE

Big or Small, We Haul it All. Eviction/hoard-
er/property cleanouts. Shed/fence remov-
al, carpet removal, garage/storage clean
outs. Too much stuff, let us help! Fully Li-
censed and Insured. Free estimates. Lamys
Hauling and Removal Service. 727-501-
6464. Lamyshaulingandremoval.com.

CUSTOM PAINTED
KITCHENS, FURNITURE
& MORE!

Refresh your Kitchen & Bath Cabinets,
Counter Tops, Outdated Furniture, Faux
Painting and More. Call Jeff @ 727-421-6776
or visit jeffzeppart.com

ARNEY’S PAINTING
INC.

Expert prep & painting. Interior and exterior

work, residential and commercial, plus wall-

paper removal. 30 years experience. Lic. #C-
9579. Will also work out a trade for a decent

used car. Call Arney: 727-900-3459.

PROFLO PLUMBING
727-902-7077

#CFC1430429 State-certified, residential/
commercial service. Senior and military
discount. $25 off service with ad. Locally
owned and operated.

YOUR SHOULDERS
CALLED.
THEY'RE TIRED.

If stress, tension, and tight muscles are catch-
ing up with you, INFINITY MASSAGE THERAPY
is here to help! Customized therapeutic mas-
sage sessions tailored to your body's needs.
5702 Gulfport Blvd S, Suite 6, Gulfport. Call/
Text:727-560-3485 or 727-667-6280.

DEB WOLFE’S PETSITTING | love all dogs
and cats and I'll come to your home and
treat them like my own. Enjoy your vaca-
tion knowing I'm looking after your fur
babies. Photo reports with each visit.
Reasonable rates from a local who is also
an area homeowner; resident since 1985.
Voicemail or text: 727-871-6658.

Trauma. Anxiety.
Depression.
Self-Esteem.

There is hope
for a better tomorrow.

Gulfport Counseling Center
Mark Sieg, LCSW, CAP
727- 251- 2319
marksieg@gulfportcounselingcenter.com
gulfportcounselingcenter.com
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HELP WANTED

Now hiring: Part-time salesperson. Out-
bound calls from our office. $15/hr to start
plus bonuses; pay weekly. Leads provided.
Will train, but outbound sales experience a
huge plus. dog-friendly workplace. Contact
advertising@thegabber.com.

™, Seniors
Helping
Seniors

...A WAY TO GIVE AND TO RECEIVE

The Perfect Pari-Time Job!

Flexible Hours...Tell Us When You Want To Work...
Supplement Your Income By Helping A Senior!
Call Us Today At
(727) 401-4700!

License #: 234757, 299994709

L Forsale |
ITEMS FOR SALE

Kayaks - separately $450 each, $800 for
pair. Pongo 120 - new seat - equipped for
fishing - orange. Pongo 100 - new straps -
green. Consoles for each included. Kayaks
have been well-used and have some minor
signs of love but float and track well. Call or
text 727-656-5420.

A REAL DEAL Brand new, never seen wa-
ter, 55 gal Aquarium with several new fil-
ters. and new heavy steel stand. Two led
hoods, heater ect. Very heavy glass! St
Pete. Message 727-272-4708. $150 cash.

L General |
PSA

Who: Red Feather Studios, Creators’ Col-
lective What: Yoga, Workshops, Music,
Community, Celebration of Art & Wisdom
When: Movement Classes All Week, Cafe
12-5 PM Friday and Sunday, 9 AM-2 PM
Saturdays Where: 130149 St. S, Gulfport, FL
For more info, contact Ocean: 561-528-
9102

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE Notice is hereby
given that Salty Pup Enterprises LLC, desir-
ing to engage in business under the ficti-
tious name of “Electric Flamingo Vintage”
intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State.
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HAMMOND ORGANS
WANTED. WORKING
OR NOT

Hammond Organs and/or speaker boxes
wanted working or not. Will pick up.
Call Tim at 727-479-4810

Property Management

GOBOOSHWAY.COM Local & insured. Fair
prices, quality work. Property Manage-
ment, flooring, bathrooms, most home
repairs and special assembly projects. Ma-
son: 727-330-5957.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT &
LEASING SERVICES

Property owners! The Blue Waters Team
from Berkshire Hathaway offers full service
management: marketing, tenant screening,
leasing, 24/7 maintenance and a dedicat-
ed website, rentahomewithus.com. Ashtin
Brock and Dan Heroux: 727-422-3686. We
maximize your investment potential!

Furnished Rentals

LUXURY CONDO IN BAY ISLAND AMBAS-
SADOR BUILDING Available November
2026. 2 BR / 2 Full Baths. Fully Furnished
& Updated Corner Unit. Hurricane shutters.
Resort-like gated community. Fitness Cen-
ters, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tennis & Pickleball,
Billiards, Clubhouse.6 months minimum.12
months preferred. $3200/month. Phone or
text Stan 727-295-9230.

WANTED 1/2 BR BEACH RENTAL IN MAY
Seeking furnished/unfurnished 1- or 2-bed-
room apartment or condo starting May for
a 12-month lease, around $1,000/month,
preferably utilities included. Relocating
from Missouri. Private landlord or season-
al owner preferred. | work as a counselor.
Call/text 417-664-7460 with any available
options.

2-BED/2-BATH
ACROSS FROM
GULFPORT BEACH
FOR RENT

2 Bedroom/2 Bathroom Condo-Completely
turnkey-Beach Living at it's best downtown
Gulfport across from Gulfport Municipal
Beach - Long Term-$3000-month(12-mo),
Short Term-$3500-month(min 6-mo) in-
cludes all utilities, Internet & Cable - NO PETS
- CONTACT PAULA BURNIE - 517-388-0682

Donations Welcome
Venmo @gabbernews
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Real Estate For Sale

MY LOSS COULD BE
YOUR GAIN

2/1 condo in TownShores. Tile plank floor-
ing, kitchen, bathroom, HVAC, doors, base-
boards & trim - all new! Custom window
treatments & ceiling fans. New roof com-
ing; no special assessments. So pictur-
esque from your Florida room or paver pa-
tio. $235,000 860-690-6936

2-BED/2-BATH
ACROSS FROM
GULFPORT BEACH
FOR SALE

For Sale - Completely turnkey Condo right
across from the Gulfport Beach Park - 2
Bedroom (Master Ensuite) and Guest Room
- new floors, dishwasher, paint, furniture -
must see to appreciate! CALL PAULA BURNIE
- GULFPORT REALTY - 517-388-0682.

FIVE TOWNS CONDO FOR SALE 2bed-
rooms/2baths updated condo on second
floor. Fully furnished. Vicinity of elevator and
laundry. Carport included. Enclosed lanai for
your morning coffee. All amenities includ-
ing 6 pools, 2 clubhouses, tennis, pickleball,
bocce and much more. Call 508-873-7269.
Priced to sell 117,000.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED LINE
ADS ONLINE!

Deadline for classified ads is
3 p.m. Friday for the following
week’s issue.

theGabber.com

RESTAURANT SPECIALS

THE WINE HOUSE
GULFPORT

Summer cuisine « natural wine « char-
cuterie « events. Dine in, take out or join
us for one of our weekly happenings!
GABBER SPECIAL: Mention “GABBER”
for $5 off $25+ dine-in only. 2913 Beach
Blvd S

STELLA’S

Mention “Sister Stella” for a FREE coffee
or fountain drink! Relaxed atmosphere,
with outdoor seating and live music. Join
us Monday-Saturday, 2-7 PM, for Happy
Hour and dinner. Enjoy Bingo Mondays,
Trivia Tuesdays, and live music Wednes-
day through Saturday! 2914 Beach Blvd
S, Gulfport

V-ROLL VIETNAMESE
ROLLS & BOWLS

Discover a fresh take on Vietnamese
fast casual dining! Build your perfect
meal with fresh ingredients from flavor-
ful handmade spring rolls, bowls, baos,
savory banh mi, egg rolls, and delicious
house-made sauces. Come roll with us!
2930 Beach Bivd S. SPECIAL: House
spring rolls $13.50 - 4 rolls w/ simmered
pork and shrimp, handmade crispy roll,
lettuce, bean sprouts, mint, cilantro, cu-
cumber, & house peanut sauce.

Built on Trust, Backed
by Results: Hyperlocal
Advertising That Works.

Advertise in The Gabber Newspaper
Ads Start at $20 « 727-321-6965
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Gulfport Real Estate Sales 3025 56th St. S. (Waterfront)

. This two-bed, two-bath home, built in
Find More Home Sales at thegabber’ com 1925, has 1,044 square feet. It listed for

Here are some Gulfport homes sold from Aug. 14-21. $500,000 and sold for $477,000.

5610 19th Ave. S. (Tangerine]

This three-bed, two-bath home, built in
1963, has 1,266 square feet. It listed for
$425,000 and sold for $410,000.

5210 Jersey Ave. S. (Tangerine)

This four-bed, three-bath home, built in
1960, has 1,677 square feet. It listed for
$420,000 and sold for $390,000.

1099 52nd St. S. (Tangerine)

This three-bed, two-bath home, built in
1970, has 1,258 square feet. It listed and
sold for $400,000.

ATV3H NOYIWYD

6012 Tangerine Ave. S. (Stetson)
This two-bed, one-bath home, built in
1959, has 1,008 square feet. It listed and

sold for $400,000.
2921 Dupont St. S. (Waterfront)
This two-bed, two-bath home, built in 2001, has 1,350 square feet. It listed 5313 18th Ave. S. (Tangerine]
for $625,000 and sold for $600,000. This four-bed, one-bath home, built in

1925, has 1,264 square feet. It listed for
$399,000 and sold for $397,000.

America’s Most Trusted Gutter Protection!

We can only offer these special savings until 4/30/26

Leafguard is the

.6‘ Leafguard f very best. Not low

a Great Day Improvements brand : N A bt A maintenance, but
b \ NO maintenance!”

Clog-free, $ o NS prymmry
ma I nte na nce > | . ¢ . Eliminate No Leaking or Professional

Ladder Accidents Water Damage Custom-Fit Installation

free _ o See How We Outperform Other Gutter Options
gutters! -

Gutter Filters | Hoods, Covers Open Face
& Mesh Toppers| and Helmets Gutters

Benefit LeafGuard

Keeps Out Debris o [ ® X
Call now for your Eliminate Leaks © & S S
i ﬂ L One-Piece Design Q X X Q
FREE eStlmate LT ¥ i LlFETIME Customized to Your Home (] X X X
~ — Never Have to Clean (] X X X
727-2 1 3-866 49RA"‘ No Clog Guarantee* ® X X X

500,000+

‘ I
,z o ﬁ: Satisfied
Spring Savings: Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters MADE N USA - Customers!

20% OFF 4 18 months

Total Purchase* no interest™

offer. This p
Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any tim Offer ends 4/30/26.

{é} @gml | 'ﬁY Great Day Leafguard is a Great Day Improvements brand

Improvements
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TEST THE WATERS

A great way to test our
advertising results for
your business!

GET YOUR FEET WET

FREE ads give your
business a head start on
the Holidays.

| COME ON IN,
| THE WATER'’S FINE

\ Buy 4 ads and get 1 week FREE.
Buy 10 ads and get 3 weeks FREE.

Display ads start at $35/week.

Prepayment required. Sale ends 9/30/2026.

Email: advertising@theGabber.com GT AER




