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CELEBRATING 24 YEARS OF PUBLISHING POSITIVE COMMUNITY NEWS

ZION VILLAGE OPENS DOORS FOR
LOW-INCOME SENIORS IN RIVERVIEW

By Olivia Clark

SWIM, BIKE, RUN: HEROES INDOOR
TRIATHLON RETURNS TO SPURLINO
FAMILY YMCA THIS MARCH

Pastor Karen Jackson Sims, Commis- ;
sioner Gwen Myers and community '} s
partners cut theribbon at the grand M
opening of Zion Village Apartments.

Community leaders, housing @
advocates and faith partners
gathered on February 24 to
celebrate the ribbon cutting of
Zion Village Apartments, a new
75-unit affordable housing community for
low-income seniors in Riverview.

Located at 5836 Zion Village St. in Riv-
erview, the 4-story development sits on ap-
proximately 2 acres owned by Mt. Zion AME
Church of Riverview. The complex offers
650-square-foot, one-bedroom apartments
for residents ages 55 and older earning 70
percent or less of the area median income.
Units are leased at below-market rates and
include energy-efficient appliances, a wash-
er and dryer and granite countertops. Ame-
nities include a fitness center, library, movie
room, clubroom and outdoor pavilion.

The development spans more than
69,000 square feet and was designed to
provide safe, accessible housing that allows
seniors to age in place. Several units are re-
served for residents earning between 30-60
percent of the area median income.

The project represents a partnership
between Hillshorough County, the Tampa
Housing Authority, Smith & Henzy Afford-
able Group, Mt. Zion AME Church of River-
view and Adonai's Second Chances Inc. Hill-
shorough County contributed $6.8 million
toward the development.

“Fourteen months ago, we gathered in this

place to celebrate the
groundbreaking of Zion
Village,” said Pastor Kar-
en Jackson Sims of Mt.
Zion AME Church of Riv-
erview. "And 14 months
later, we are celebrating
that we have residents
living in the building.”
Pastor Sims shared
that one
'n e w
resident
had pre-
viously
been
home-
less and
sleeping
in  her
: car.
“From sleeping in her car to having a roof
over her head,” Pastor Sims said. "They have
a home now because of you.”

Commissioner Gwen Myers, who chairs
the county’s Affordable Housing Committee,
emphasized the county's commitment to
housing initiatives.

"When someone has a vision and they
come to us with a project, we say, 'Let’s find
a way to make it happen,” Myers said.

The Rev. Alicia Scott-Ford, field office
director for the United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development in Jack-
sonville, highlighted the growing need for
senior housing.

"By 2030, one in five Americans will be
over the age of 65," the Rev. Scott-Ford said.
"Developments like Zion Village ensure se-
niors can remain active and supported in the
communities they helped build.”

FK Architecture, the architect of record
for the project, has helped set a new bench-
mark in Florida with the design of more than
5,000 affordable housing units across the
state.

With the ribbon cut, Zion Village officially
opened its doors, adding 75 much-needed
affordable units for seniors in Riverview.
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By Olivia Clark

throughout the morning. Waves
begin at 715 am., 7:45 am,
8:15 am. and 8:45 a.m,, allow-
ing family members and spec-
tators to easily follow along
and offer encouragement.

"There are no divisions; this
is an inclusive event welcoming
all levels,” said Reed.

The triathlon is open to those
ages 12 and older. Registration
is $40 for members and $45
@l for nonmembers. All partic-
ipants will receive a finisher
shirt and medal in recognition
of their accomplishment.

"Spec-
. - tators
Participants gather at the
finish line following a Heroes 2026 HEROQES ¢ ) a n
Indoor Triathlon at the INDOOR TRIATHLON cheer
Spurlino Family YMCA in on their
Gibsonton. friends
The Spurlino  Family _and fam-
YMCA at Big Bend Road ily mem-
will host its fourth annu- bers
al Heroes Indoor Triath- A during
lon on Sunday, March 29, e t h (3
beginning at 7 am. The andmedals, | 2 C €
event is open to the pub- sé adl d
LRIl SUNDAY MARCH 29| SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA [RSSHIN

pants of all fitness levels.

"This will be our fourth year,” said Athe-
na Reed, wellness director at the Spurlino
Family YMCA. "This was started as a well-
ness challenge for our members.”

The indoor triathlon format offers a
structured yet approachable way for indi-
viduals to test their endurance in a sup-
portive setting. Participants will complete
a 10-minute swim in the YMCA's lap pool,
followed by a 30-minute bike ride in the
indoor cycling room and a 20-minute run
on treadmills. Athletes are allowed 10
minutes to transition from swim to bike
and five minutes to transition from bike to
run. Volunteers will be stationed at each
segment to record laps and mileage, en-
suring accurate results for every compet-
itor.

The event is capped at 32 participants,
with eight competitors in each of four
wave times to maintain a smooth flow

event begins as early as 7 a.m., creating
an energetic start to the day inside the
facility. In previous years, local stretch
companies and massage therapists have
attended to support athletes before and
after their race. The triathlon is currently
seeking a wellness partner for this year's
event and is also looking for two addition-
al volunteers to assist with timing and
transitions.

"Volunteers are always welcome,” said
Reed. For more information or to register,
email athena.reed@tampaymca.org.
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It’s Your One of the Last Local Private Practices
I-UCkg Dqg Doctor-owned. Locally operated. No corporate influence.

ST PATRICK®*S DAY AJ

BRIDGES DENTAL

LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico, FL 33596

O 813-654-3399

www.bridgesdental.com

~' NEW PATIENT SMILE CREDIT NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

FREE Exam & X-Rays i
$90 ow Paton Facka

(Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)
Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket

expense your insurance does not cover for the exam
and X-rays.

*With this coupon. Mot valid with other offers or prior services.
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 3/31/2026.

Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.

With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior
services. Expires 3/31/2026.

Dr. Caroline Da Dr. Laura Bridges - - . -
: ] nkalas Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

* Aetna » Assurant PPO » Connection Dental « GEHA » MetlLife » Principal
» Ameritas » Cigna  Blue Cross Blue Shield » Delta Dental « Guardian » Premier

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.
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ALIGN RIGHT REALTY RIVERVIEW AND
SUNCOAST SEEKING NEW AGENTS

In the mar-
ket to grow
your Tampa
Bay real es-
tate  career
with the help
of a profes- |
sional and
dedicated
brokerage?
Align  Right
Realty is currently looking for both newly
licensed and seasoned agents to join its
team, and prospective candidates are
invited to apply for work on a part-time
or full-time basis. All applicants will be
interviewed by Align Right Realty's Riv-
erview and Suncoast broker, Lisa Tackus.

"As the broker owner, I like to meet
with everybody, which is also a unique
thing, [as] a lot of brokerages may just
have a trainer or a recruiter do the inter-
views and [the applicants] mostly don't
ever get to meet the broker,” said Tackus.
T pride myself that that's something for
the last almost seven years that I've con-
tinued to do.”

Once welcomed to the team, Align
Right Realty offers training sessions,
available both in-person at the River-
view and Suncoast offices as well as over
Zoom. The program first begins with core
training, which breaks down how to run
a real estate business, and then a pros-
pecting tier, which explains how to earn
a business. The third tier concentrates
on the social media and technology nec-
essary to innovate and manage a real
estate business. Roughly every month,
Tackus also hosts a development series,
which includes visits from business bro-
kers and commercial real estate experts.

"We're here to provide primarily their

By Madeline Gardner

training, their
technology,
their mar-
keting, their
branding and,
most import-
ant, the cul-
ture to help
them run
their business
and meet the
highest potential that they want to go,”
said Tackus.

Realtors affiliated with Align Right
Realty have access to partnerships with
local chamber members, plumbers, roof-
ers, home inspection companies and tax
attorneys. Agents are also granted 24/7
access to the brokerage's resources, from
copiers to open-house signs and balloons.
And the brokerage fosters camarade-
rie between agents by hosting potlucks,
bowling outings and monthly coffee
meetups. Tackus ensures her agents re-
ceive all the attention and assistance
they require to manage successful busi-
nesses.

"They have the opportunity to earn
100 percent of their commission here but
also get all the support they need,” said
Tackus. ... We've created an environment
where you can get the most resourc-
es and earn the most money, and that's
something that we're going to continue
to do and grow this year.”

If interested, prospective applicants
should call the Riverview office at 813-
563-5995 or email admin@alignrightriv-
erview.com. The Align Right Realty Riv-
erview office is located at 11962 Balm
Riverview Rd. in Riverview, and the Sun-
coast office is located at 410 S. Ware
Blvd., Ste. 310, in Tampa.
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BRANDON COIN CLUB CELEBRATES 20
YEARS WITH SPRING COIN SHOW

By Brian Bokor

The Brandon Coin ™

Club will host its
Spring Coin Show on
Saturday, April 11, |

from 9 am.-3 p.m. at
St. Andrew's United
Methodist ~ Church,
3315 S. Bryan Rd. in
Brandon.  Admission
and parking are free.
The club has hosted | .
regular coin shows in the BEESEEESS
Brandon area for years, z
helping keep the local col- =
lecting community active §
and engaged in the hobby.
"The Brandon Coin Club \

coin shows for almost 20 ¥ «
years, with a brief two- %
year break during COVID,”
said Derek Spalding, bourse chairman of the
Brandon Coin Club.

"We are grateful for the hospitality of St
Andrew's United Methodist Church letting
us use their facilities two years in a row for
our shows,” Spalding said.

The event will feature more than 40 deal-
er tables offering coins and collectibles for
collectors of all experience levels. Profes-
sional coin grader ICG will be in attendance,
and attendees can participate in free door
prizes.

A highlight of the show is the raffle of a
GSA Carson City Morgan silver dollar, a
highly sought-after 19th-century coin prized
by collectors.

“The Morgan being raffled has a special
place in our hearts,” Spalding said. “Its sig-
nificance comes from the remarkable con-
dition of the coins and the coveted Carson
City mint mark, which together make it one
of the most desirable and story-rich Morgan

e

dollars a collector
can own.”

Beyond the raffle,
=g Spaldmg said the

W“

- hobby itself is see-
ing renewed growth,
Oin Club particularly among

younger collectors.

"We are seeing

growth in coin col-

lecting as a whole
3 primarily driven by dig-
1 ital mediums,” he said,
noting that private mar-
1 *l ketplace apps are draw-
.. % ing younger collectors
@ and families into the

" hobby.

For those who have in-
herited coins, he recom-
mends organizing them
by denomination and year before bringing
them to the show.

"Organize the collection if it's not already.
By denomination and years are a good
start,” he said, adding that while valuable
coins do surface, many inherited pieces are
common and worth modest amounts.

As discussions occasionally surface about
eliminating the penny, Spalding said such
headlines can temporarily influence the
market.

At some point, that will die down, and the
cents that have always been collected will
continue to shine, such as the 1909-S VDB
Lincoln cent,” he said, noting that billions of
pennies remain in circulation and will contin-
ue to do so for decades.

"Tt's really a fun day to meet new people
and see some interesting coins,” he said.

The doors open at 9 am., and the event
runs until 3 p.m. Contact Spalding at dspald-
ing2015@gmail.com.

TESSERA

BRANDON

feels like

Independent llViIl,(]

With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living

“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Gare

“Living the present...cherishing the past.

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150
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Call for details and pricing!

813-607-6880
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

BREWING

00900}

COMPANY

813-315-8664——

MONDAY

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close

12-10PM WED-._MON

WEDNESDAY

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Live Music Every Friday & Saturday’
Featuring Local Artists From 6:30PM-Close

ke

CATERING SERVICES

Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements

' Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties
Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM

WEEKLY FOOD | PRIVATE TEACHER
SPECIALSFROM| EVENTS HAPPY HOUR
OURSCRATCH | NOCOVER | FRIDAYS 3-
KITCHEN CHARGE 6PM g
N8 3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL
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BURNS WINS SUPERINTENDENT'S
WINTER BREAK READING CHALLENGE

By Jane Owen

Riverview

Volume 24, Issue 3

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR EARNS GOLD
AWARD WITH THE S.H.E.A. PROJECT

Burns Middle School was presented $500 for books for its media center on Jan-

uary 26 after winning the Superintendent’s Winter Break Reading Challenge.
On January 26, the first day of ‘Celebrate

Literacy Week, Florida!, Burns Middle
School was awarded as being one of three
winners in the district of the Superinten-
dent's Winter Break Reading Challenge.
They earned a Reader Leader trophy, a Ben-
ny the Bean plushy from the online reading
motivation platform Beanstack, and $500
for new library books.

Superintendent Van Ayres expressed
gratitude for Burns Middle School's accom-
plishment.

"T am incredibly proud of the students
at Burns Middle School for being named
a winner of the Superintendent's Winter
Break Reading Challenge. Their commit-
ment to reading over the winter break
shows a true love of learning and a dedi-
cation that extends beyond the classroom.
Congratulations to these students, their
families and their teachers for making lit-
eracy a priority and for representing our
district so well,” Ayres said.

The other two winners of the challenge
were Lincoln Elementary Magnet School
and Jefferson High School.

Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! took
place from January 26-30. It is designed

qGH

SENIOR

powered by

to raise awareness
! about the impor-
7 tance of reading
§ and to inspire Flor-
ida’s students and
families to make
reading part of
| their daily routines.

Burns  Middle
School media spe-
cialist  Jeanette
Stratton was

by thrilled with the
recognition for her
students.  Stratton
is proud of her stu-
dents and plans to use the $500 for popu-
lar books, like graphic novels, manga, mys-
teries and romance.

“T am super proud of my students for
taking the time to log their reading over
break, and extremely proud of the literacy
teachers at Burns who have encouraged
the use of Beanstack in their classrooms.
Without their support, none of this would
have happened,” Stratton said.

Hillshorough County Public School stu-
dents logged nearly half a million minutes
of reading over the winter break. Com-
pared to the 2024-25 winter break, there
was a 5 percent increase in the number of
schools participating in the Winter Break
Challenge, a 244 percent increase in the
number of students participating in the
Winter Break Challenge and a 330 percent
increase in the number of minutes reading
during the Winter Break Challenge.

To learn more about Beanstack, visit
www.beanstack.com. Celebrate Literacy
Week, Florida! is part of Just Read, Flor-
idal, a statewide initiative. To learn more,
visit www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/
just-read-fl/.

CENTER

greenbrook medical

Bloomingdale High
School junior Shea
Polley has earned
the Girl Scout Gold
Award — the Girl
Scouts of the USA's
highest honor —
through The SH.E.A.
Project, an initiative
rooted in sea turtles,
healing,  empower-
ment and awareness.
By blending her pas-
sion for marine life
with a desire to uplift
others, Polley created
a meaningful project
that brought comfort,
creativity and conser-
vation education to children and families
served by the Children’'s Cancer Center.

A member of Girl Scout Troop 33018,
Polley is a third-generation Girl Scout and
a third-generation Gold Award recipient,
continuing a family legacy of leadership
and service. Her project focused on chil-
dren in survivorship and their siblings,
offering moments of joy while teaching
lessons that extend far beyond the class-
room.

At the heart of The S.H.E.A. Project were
81 sea-turtle-themed 'Shell Buddy Boxes,’
each thoughtfully assembled to encourage
and comfort young recipients. Every box
included a soft stuffed turtle, pop-its, cozy
socks, coloring pages, crayons and hand-
written notes designed to spark smiles
and provide reassurance during difficult
days.

In addition to delivering the boxes,
Polley led hands-on workshops at the
Children's Cancer Center, where children
created sea turtle ornaments, bracelets

Staff Report

= and. During these
. sessions, she shared
1 information about
the seven species
of sea turtles and
introduced  simple
conservation ac-
tions, such as reduc-
“ ing plastic use and
keeping  beaches
L. clean, empowering
L ' children to make a
. difference for wild-
life.

Polley  personal-
ly dedicated 150
hours to the project.
She was supported

- M by a 26-member
vqunteer team I<nown as the Clutch Crew,
who contributed an additional 262 hours,
bringing the total to 412 service hours.
Together, they organized donations, as-
sembled supplies and delivered each Shell
Buddy Box with care.

Her leadership also extended to advo-
cacy. Polley submitted a proclamation
request to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis seek-
ing recognition of April 12 as Florida Sea
Turtle Day. Financial support from a Jane
Goodall Institute Roots & Shoots grant
and a Gulf Youth Ambassador stipend en-
abled her to invest more than $4,000 into
the initiative.

"It feels amazing knowing what I cre-
ated with the S.H.E.A. project brought
smiles to healing children and more atten-
tion to protecting sea turtles,” said Polley.

Through The S.H.E.A. Project, Polley
demonstrated how one young leader —
guided by compassion and purpose — can
create waves of healing and awareness
that touch both hearts and oceans.

% Rated 4.9 Stars on Google %

FEELING UNHEARD BY YOUR
DOCTOR? WE'RE LISTENING.

NI}

HEW CLINIC

GRAND OPERING! 1

VENT

Call (813) 725-1725 to schedule your Welcome Visit!

% % %k Kk

“Today was my first visit at the TGH Senior Center. | had a great
experience. The front office staff was very friendly and attentive
to my needs. The doctor’s assistant was very thorough in
collecting information about me as a new patient. The doctor
was very personable and friendly. | was impressed with the level
concern the doctor displayed towards me. Overall, | had a great
visit. | am truly happy that | made the choice to become a patient

of the TGH Senior Center!”

— Yvonne E. (February 2026)

Hablamos espanol!




March 2026

3SERVER

YoUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

PUBLISHING POSITIVE COMMUNITY NEWS THROUGHOUT:
Bloomingdale/FishHawk ¢ Riverview * Brandon/Winthrop
Valrico and NEW SouthShore (Apollo Beach/Ruskin/Wimauma

MANAGING

§ EDITOR

| Marie Gilmore
813-657-2418
editor(@ospreyobserver.com
NEWS
REPORTER
Taylor Wells
813-657-2418
twells@ospreyobserver.com
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
EDITOR
Libby Hopkins
813-657-2418
libby@ospreyobserver.com

GRAPHICS MANAGER

BILLING
MANAGER
Terry Vassalotti
813-657-2418
terry@ospreyobserver.com
DELIVERY
MANAGER
Bill Andrew
813-657-2418
bandrew@ospreyobserver.com
2 BUSINESS
\ EDITOR
Jenny Bennett
813-657-2418
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

- Kathi Hayes - khayes@ospreyobserver.com

www.OspreyObserver.com
roLLow Us: € (O] €3 in]

CHAMBER“COMMERCE Chamber of Commerce

niﬁfhrgiéégmuigg _:i

Riverview

FLORIDA

CR-V GETS WORTHY ALL-TERRAIN EDITION!

"/ Pl h
mBRCC @WOMJLN‘ Whe Care a :‘é‘g;; b
BRANDON RIVERVIEW SOUTHSHORE o y rw’ 729~

HOUSE ACCOUNTS

& VALRICO ADVERTISING
Kerrie Hoening
813-625-1527
kerrie@ospreyobserver.com
RIVERVIEW
ADVERTISING

3 Denise Sansosti
412-638-5658
S dsansosti@OspreyObserver.com

Publishing Positive News
813-833-7470 Since 2001
mhartmann@ospreyobserver.com

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Valrico 33596 « (office) 813-657-2418

| ADVERTISING

| Melody Gershkoff
813-300-5152
mgershkoffl@ospreyobserver.com

Xl jowen@ospreyobserver.com
SOUTHSHORE
ADVERTISING
Melissa Hartmann

Introduced
over three de-
cades ago, it has
been the best-sell- -
ing crossover for
the last 28 years §
as well as the top §
Honda seller since
2017. The Hon-
da Comfortable &
Runabout  Vehi- [
cle, or CR-V, as 'l W&
everyone knows it, gets an
all-new TrailSport edition.
After creating a record with
over 400,000 sales in 2024
and last year, we would not
be surprised if that number
increases drastically again.

Under the hood of the
sixth-gen CR-V hybrid sits
a 20-liter direct-injection,
four-cylinder turbocharged
engine that puts out a
healthy 204 horsepower
and 247 pounds-feet of torque. It is paired
with dual electric motors and a lithium-ion
battery pack for substantial fuel savings.
Its continuous variable transmission shifts
effortlessly and quietly. The suspension, han-
dled by a MacPherson strut front and mul-
tilink rear, does an admirable job of soaking
up potholes and other road unevenness.
Conveying tremendous on-center feel and
effective feedback is an electric-power rack-
and-pinion steering system. Enhanced low-
speed traction management serves to aid
in navigating bumpy terrain. Drive modes
include normal, eco, sport and snow.

The CR-V gains a pleasing and attractive,
all-new Ash Green metallic exterior color.
Horizontal LED headlights flank a black mesh
grille with a silver skid garnish. TrailSport
badges can be found in the SUV's front and
rear, on the front seat backrests and on the
floor mats. Step inside the cozy and roomy
cabin (103.5 cubic feet of passenger space)
and the driver will face a bigger 10.2-inch
digital cluster and a 9-inch infotainment
screen. Standard for 2026 are a phone char-

CR-V AWD (TrailSport)
Tires: 235/60R18
Wheelbase: 106.3 inches
Length: 184.8 inches
Width: 73.5 inches
Height: 66.5 inches

Weight: 3,900 pounds

Fuel capacity: 14 gallons
City/hwy./comb.: 38/33/35 mpg
Base price: $40,250
Website: www.honda.com

By Nitish Rele

" ger, Android
Auto and Ap-
le CarPlay,
7 all  wireless.
% Extending

| across  the
{ dashboard is
{ a honeycomb
b2 mesh  with
~ disguised sil-
ver air vents.
ooking  to

hauI cargo’? Just fold the
60/40 seat down with le-
vers in the tailgate. Orange
ambient lights throughout
and orange stitching on
the black seats are a fine
touch. The 10-way heat-
ed driver and four-way
front-passenger pow-
er seats, 320-watt au-
dio with eight speakers,
push-button start, dual
auto AC, tilt/telescopic
steering column, hands-free power liftgate/
moonroof and sunglass holder come at no
extra cost.

Standard safety features include dual
front, side and knee airbags, side curtain air-
bags with a rollover system, vehicle stability
assist, traction control, four-wheel antilock
brakes with electronic brake distribution and
brake assist, three-point seatbelts, front/
rear crumple zones, front-seat active head
restraints, a tire pressure monitor system
and daytime running lights, as well as Hon-
da Sensing, which includes adaptive cruise
control, a blind-spot/cross-traffic monitor,
collision mitigation brakes, lane keep assist,
forward collision and lane departure warn-
ings, traffic jam assist and front/rear park
Sensors.

If you are looking to traverse rough
ground in a compact SUV, then the Trail-
Sport model is a smart and right pick. It is
roomy, comfortable, good-looking, practical,
fuel-efficient (we earned over 38 combined
mpg) and now snazzy with this all-new trim
added to the CR-V lineup.

813-741-3633 - WWW.PFAUTOGLASS.COM ~ sovcs
saﬂﬂng 0“' cﬂmm“n“v Slnce 1994! insurance company.

2 Chr 29:3

GARAGE DOOR Co.

DOORS -OPENERS - SPRINGS

(813) 684-7744

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

¢ Residential Garage Doors
» Garage Door Openers

steve@mastergaragedoor.com * Broken Springs Estimates
mastergaragedoor.com * Cables onNew
28 ina th . *Rollers Garage Door
ears servin e communi
Y 9 4 * Doors off Track Installs

with only the highest quality
parts and service.

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purcnase

1/2 Off

Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

10% OFF

ENTIRE
Purchase

813-643-7777

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

10288 Causeway Blvd with other offers.

LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY
FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95

La Septima Cafe

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

Suntlower Gafe

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

TRCO DIRTY

TACO

with any purchase

&7 FACTORY "

813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

10446 Stelling Dr.

Riverview
(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview
(inthe Mission BBQ plaza)

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.
No cash value.
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STAYING ONE STEP AHEAD OF SCAMMERS

Scammers are con- to reduce the chances of

Riverview

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

Volume 24, Issue 3

"I'M SPENDING IT ALL IN RETIREMENT"
DO I STILL NEED AN ESTATE PLAN?

stantly finding new ways
to steal personal and fi-
nancial information. Keep-
ing up with those threats
can feel overwhelming,
and being aware is half the
battle. That's why the first
week of March is dedicat-
ed to starting a conver-
sation to keep consumers
safe. National Consumer
Protection Week (NCPW)
is dedicated to having
conversations about
scams, fraud and
consumer rights.

This year's fo-
cus is on how to
spot and report i
scams, and how to recover if you become
a victim. Scammers and fraudsters often
share the same goal of accessing your mon-
ey or sensitive information. The difference is
in how they operate. Scams trick you into
willingly giving out money or your person-
al information, while fraud involves gaining
unauthorized access to your assets or ac-
counts.

According to the Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office, there was a significant in-
crease in scam activity in our area last year.
In 2025, scammers impersonating law en-
forcement and other government agencies
stole more than $1 million from local resi-
dents. Victims were told they had outstand-
ing warrants, had missed jury duty or had
urgent account issues and were pressured
to pay immediately. Other common schemes
included fake PayPal alerts and social media
scams designed to appear legitimate.

What steps can you take protect your-
self? The Federal Trade Commission recom-
mends blocking unwanted calls and texts

State Attorney Suzy Lopez.

Susan S. Lopez
% Office of the State Attorney
13th Judicial Circuit

scammers reaching you
in the first place. If you
do answer an unknown
call, text or email, never
share your personal or
financial information if
you did not initiate the
contact. Scammers will
often pressure you to
act immediately. Take a
moment, slow down and
talk with someone you
trust before making any
moves. Remember, hon-
est  organizations
will not call, text or
email you to ask for
personal informa-
tion, like your social
security number.

If you believe you have been scammed,
report it immediately to local law enforce-
ment and the Federal Trade Commission. If
you gave out personal or account informa-
tion, change your passwords and monitor
your credit. If you sent money, contact the
service you used to pay the scammers and
see if it can reverse the transaction. My of-
fice works closely with our law enforcement
partners to hold offenders accountable and
protect residents in our community. Staying
informed and reporting scammers are some
of the most powerful tools we have to keep
ourselves safe.

The State Attorney’s Office of the 13th Judicial
circuit encompasses all of Hillsborough County,
including the cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace
and Plant City. The office staff consists of approx-
imately 320 dedicated public servants including
130 prosecutors, as well as investigators, victim
advocates and support staff. The office handles
approximately 50,000 cases every year. To learn
more about the organization or apply to become
part of the team, visit www.saol3th.com.

If you're a se-
nior or a boom-
er, you might
be wondering,
“If I'm planning
to have a blast
with my savings
during  retire-
ment, do I need
to bother with
an estate plan?”
It's a question
many ask when
they decide

By Laurie E. Ohall, Florida Board-certified Elder Law Attorney

W hat
About the
House?

Owning
a house is
pretty com-
mon, right?
But  when
you're not
here  any-
more, that
house has to
go to some-
one. With-

to enjoy their
hard-earned -
money while =
they can. But as £

any experienced estate planning attor-

ney will tell you, yes, you absolutely still
need an estate plan. Let's talk about why
an estate plan does a lot more than just
handle the cash you leave behind.
It's Not Just About Your Savings
Estate planning isn't just for divid-
ing up what's in your bank account. It's
about making sure that if you can't make
decisions for yourself, there's a plan in
place. Without it, your spouse could
hit roadblocks while trying to talk to
banks, or your children could get stuck
if there's a medical emergency and the
doctors need a family member’s say-so.
Making the Tough Decisions Easier
What if you get really sick and can't
tell the doctors what you want? That's
where having an estate plan is a lifesav-
er. It lets your family step in and make
those hard choices quickly, without get-
ting tied up with the courts or govern-
ment red tape.

~out a plan,

figuring out
what to do
with  your
house, especially if it's gone up in value,
can be a nightmare for your children.
They could end up in the middle of a
long, expensive court process or argu-
ing among themselves about what you
would have wanted and your intentions
for the property.

An estate plan is like leaving a guide-
book for your family; it tells everyone
what you want for yourself (if you are
incapable of making financial and health
care decisions) and who you want to get
what you own. That way, you can rest
easy knowing you're not leaving your
loved ones with a bunch of problems to
sort out.

Laurie Ohall is a Florida board-certified
elder law attorney practicing in Brandon,
Florida. She has been practicing law for
30 years and her practice is focused on
estate planning, elder law planning and
probate. Ohall is licensed to practice law
in Florida and Ohio.

For the past few months, we've been having what some call
“back of the envelope conversations” about Medicare and
financial planning. But what does that really mean?

It means straightforward. No fluff. No jargon. No wandering
through the acres of the financial buzz-o-sphere trying to figure
out what matters. Instead, it’s a focused conversation built
around what actually moves the needle for you.

Because the truth is, most of the noise out there doesn’t matter.
Very little of it meaningfully improves your life. Our role is to
filter it down to the few critical ideas and strategies that do.

That starts with helping you get great — not rationed — Medicare
coverage. You've already paid tfor it. You deserve better. And yes, it’s
possible to access better care without spending more money.

It also means building retirement income that grows and is
protected. Income you won't outlive. Income that inflation and
taxes don't quiettl__ly erode over time. In many cases, it’s possible
to generate significantly more income from the same capital —

without taking on greater risk.

And legacy planning? You don’t need to be ultra-wealthy or
write new checks to make a meaningful impact. A few
thoughtful adjustments can create real, lasting results.

That's what a back of the envelope conversation is: clear,
practical, and centered entirely on you.

No pressure. No nonsense. Just an honest discussion about
what’s possible.

You make the coffee or tea. We'll bring the envelope.

Let’s talk.

Elaine Johnson,
RN, BN

Medicare Specialized

813 450-6473

J Johnson,
MSFS, CFP°, CFS®

Certified Financial Planner™

813 477-7642

(J is the founder of Johnson Brothers & Kurios, Inc, est 1995 and affiliated with Sequent
Planning, LLC, a national RIA and Elaine is a Eartner of MedEdSeniorSolutions.com and
connected to one of the nation’s largest Medicare IMOs. They make their home in Brandon, Fl.)

OLD
ASHIONED
COOKIES
“A Delicious Way to Show You Care”

Call
(813)651-0045

Text
(813)748-7041

We Ship Nationwide!
www.LeAnnesCookies.com

- WE LEVEL UP YOUR
. STANDARD OF QUALITY

o

DH FRAMING

OUR SERVICES: CARPENTRY
PAINTING - REMODELING
RESTORATION & CLEAN OVUT

Free Quotes

CALL 813-606-2831

45 Years in Business | Licensed & Insured
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FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK: FAMILY
FUN TO SUPPORT NEIGHBORS IN NEED

The first an-
nual St. Vincent | |#
de Paul (SVdP)
Friends of the
Poor Walk will Lo
raise much-need-
ed financial [
assistance  for
families in the
Brandon, Valri-
co, Riverview,
Gibsonton  and
Ruskin areas.

The walk takes place
on Saturday, March 28,
at St. Stephen Catholic
Church in Riverview.
Families and friends of
all ages are welcome to
register to participate
in the walk to show
their support for peo-
ple in need. In addition
to the walk, the event
will include games,
raffles and food ven-
dors.

The nonprofit or-
ganization raises and
distributes aid that
alleviates suffering,
including  financial
assistance for rent
and utilities, food
pantries, thrift stores and personal at-
tention as volunteers meet with and lis-
ten to neighbors to help guide them.

Last year, over 2,000 families were
helped with shelter, utilities and critical
household needs with the organization
distributing over $620,000.

While the event takes place on the
campus of St. Stephen, the Friends of

Great Golf! Family Friendly! Welcormimn

frends
THE POOR ;S)?:ildent of thé
WALK

Staff Report

the Poor Walk

J supports an
i even wider
of

ty The St. Vin-
cent de Paul
East Hillsbor-
ough  Coun-
ty District is
made up of
volunteers
from SVdP
conferences located
at St. Anne, Prince
of Peace, St. Stephen
and Nativity Catholic
churches. All confer-
ences are run entire-
ly by volunteers who
promote the dignity of
their neighbors, serv-
ing everyone regard-
less of creed, color or
national origin.

"We are looking
forward to this being
a family fun event
that will grow for fu-
ture years to come,”

Denise Essex

SVdP St. Stephen
Conference. She
added, “"All money raised from walker
registration, donations and sponsorships
will go back into the community to help
our neighbors.”

Learn more about the event and reg-
ister to walk or sponsor at https://svd-
pfopwalkehd.org/. Sponsors and food
vendors wishing to support the event on-
site can email fopwalkehd@gmail.com.

Barépé- Zlcan

BARBECUE CLEANING

Would you cook in

a dirty oven?

Then don’t grill on one.

Baﬂ%!_é\an

BEFORE

v/ Veteran-owned & locally trusted
7Y % % % % % Google reviews

¥ Advanced sanitizing technology

‘ ‘“'f...\\\

Dirty grills harbor:
e Grease
o Bacteria

e Carcinogens

v/ GrillWell+™ Membership plans for additional savings

& stress-free maintenance

v/ Diagnose, repair, & install

@& Text or call: 813.295.6300
www.bar-b-clean.com/TampaBay

SUMMER CAMP PREVIEW COMING
SOON! EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!

RvER HirLLs COUNTRY CLUB oflers championship golf, newly

renovated greenside bunkers, great dming, Adult & Junior

programmung! TEXT/CALL to schedule a tour or a tee time! |
(813) 6931531 OR email mmartin @nverhillscountryclub.com

g

Idlll!

Contact us to learn more on our 2026 Special Ofi%rs.
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SYLVIA THOMAS OFFERS SUPPORT FOR
LOCAL ADOPTIVE AND FOSTER FAMILIES

For the past 25 years, the S lvia 7770)77(75 Center
For Adoptive and Foster Families

w

Ycars

Sylvia Thomas Center has
kept the ‘forever’ in ‘forev-
er families’ by supporting
adoptive and foster families
in Hillsborough County. Over
the years, the center has
impacted the lives of over
6,000 families in our area,
and each year it actively
touches 500-600 families.

The Sylvia Thomas Center
provides assistance through case manage-
ment, support groups, training, respite ac-
tivities and advocacy. This ensures families
in the area are supported with their needs.

There are support groups for both parents
and children. For parents, Sylvia Thomas
offers a group called Parents Empowering
Parents Talk. There, virtually, on the third
Thursday of each month, adoptive or foster
parents chat with one another about their
experiences, providing fellowship and guid-
ance.

On February 23, the organization started
a book club for parents. In the months of
March and April, parents will dissect a book,
The Simple Guide To Understanding Shame

By Emily Harper

= in Children, as anoth-
" er way of connecting
_ adoptive parents.
+ Following the con-
¥ clusion, parents will
have the opportunity
B to join the next book
club in June.
& "We find that the
best thing that we
can do is connect

* adoptive parents
with other adoptive
parents,” said the

CEO, Mary Ann Ker-
shaw.

As for the children,
they meet on the third
or fourth Thursday of
each month to con-
verse with others their
age who share similar
journeys. There they
are served pizza while
making crafts and do-
ing other interactive
activities. Those ages
5-10 have a group named Forever Friends
Kids Club, ages 11-15 have Tween Squad and
ages 16-17 have Teen Scene.

In addition, coming up on Monday, March
16, the Sylvia Thomas Center is having a
‘Community Service Day' for those ages
14-17. On this day, teens who are in need
of community service hours are invited to
come do volunteer work.

The Sylvia Thomas Center is always ac-
cepting any donations to support the fami-
lies and the lives of their children. Its office is
located at 500 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Bran-
don, and its website is https://sylviathoma-
scenter.org/, where any additional informa-
tion about its programs can be found.

_Daley &
AssoCiates

PrirﬁeMed of Tampa Bay

Andrew Daley, MD
Internal Medicine

Volume 24, Issue 3

A LIFE OF SERVICE: NARAN PATEL
MARKS 40 YEARS AS A LION

For more than)
40 years, one ded-
icated Lion, Naran [l
Patel, has lived out we
the spirit of service
through  member-
ship in the world's
largest humanitar-
ian  organization.
With a global reach _
spanning 205 coun-
tries, Lions Clubs
International mem-
bers, called Lions, .
serve wherever
help is needed, from
hospitals and senior
centers to commu- 5
nities shaken by g
hurricanes, tsuna-
mis,  earthquakes
and famine. Backed by 1.35 million mem-
bers and 45,000 clubs worldwide, the
work is vast, practical and deeply human.

A major focus of Lions' service is vision.
Through vision programs and eye screen-
ings in local schools, Lions help children
see the board and seniors read the page.
They provide eye exams and free glasses
to those in need while also addressing
hearing loss and working to prevent dia-
betes in order to protect eyesight in the
long term. Lions raise donations from the
public with a simple promise: that 100
percent of the funds raised are returned
to the public through service. Beyond
health, Lions promote peace by encourag-
ing youth creativity and reflection through
the annual Peace Poster Contest. And this
only scratches the surface. When seniors
need support or a neighbor needs a hand,
Lions are there, ready to serve wherever
and whenever help is needed.

K=-8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
e6-27

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.A.R.T. Curriculum

Before/After Care

Science and Engineering

Naran Patel, serving our community for 40 years.

By McKenzie Brown

[ For Patel, this

lifelong com-
mitment  began
in 1972, when
he joined the
Woodridge  Li-
ons Club in Wo-
odridge, Illinois,
invited by a local
friend. His first
challenge was a
joyful one: build-
ing a Lions float
for the village
parade. With the
help of his three
young sons, he
designed a mem-
orable float and
matching Lions
costumes, turn-
ing service into a family affair. Years later,
his dedication took him on a 600-plus-
mile bike ride from the Grand Canyon to
Nogales, Mexico, raising over $5,000 for
Arizona Lions by stopping at local clubs
along the way.

His service also became a way to hon-
or love and loss. Ten years ago, after the
passing of Patel's wife, Hansa, a fellow
Lion with the Rincon Lions Club in Tucson,
Arizona, he donated the entire contents
of their home in her honor, raising over
$3,000 for humanitarian projects.

Today, he is proud to serve with the
Fishhawk Lions Club as a Lions Tamer, a
role his wife once held as well. The invita-
tion stands open to the community to visit
and attend a meeting.

Fishhawk Lions Club meetings take place
on the first Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. at Grace Community Church, located
at 5708 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Lithia.

(813) 603-9340

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

RLoyIdin, pacents withs

compassionate’niedical care
and/ thﬁ' lfl‘f healthcarel

sl L';.‘-‘.. _ gl

NOW Accepting New Patients

Call today to schedule an appointment.

813-530-0903

631 W. Lumsden Rd. | Brandon, FL 33511

CLAW OFF .
THE 1 ey Op

MCCART @&+ TESMER

FAMILY LAW AND ESTATE PLANNING

Ul |
KRISTI MCCART, ESQ.

LAUREL TESMER, ESQ.
Family Law ~ Estate Planning ~ Guardianship ~ Probate

www.McCartTesmer.com
Info@McCartTesmer.com

813-498-2757

10011 Water Works Lane, Riverview
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SMALL BUT MIGHTY HEROES HOSTS
DANCING FOR HEROES GALA

Small But Mighty
Heroes (SBMH) proud-
ly announces its annu-
al Dancing For Heroes
Gala, taking place
on March 27, 2026,
from 6-10 p.m. at The
Regent, located at
6437 Watson Rd. in
Riverview.

Dancing For Heroes
is the signature aware-
ness and fundraising
initiative  supporting
SBMH's trauma-in-
formed emotional and
mental health pro-
grams for children
impacted by pediat-
ric cancer, their siblings and their parents.
SBMH exists to support these families, fos-
tering healing, resilience and hope through
diagnosis, treatment and loss.

The gala is more than a performance
event — it is an evening of storytelling, trib-
ute and community unity. Local leaders and
community ‘celebrity’ dancers train in Latin
and ballroom styles and perform in honor of
a child currently in treatment or a survivor,
or in memory of a fallen hero. Each dance
represents a family’s journey and serves as a
powerful reminder that no one fights alone.

Funds raised during the evening direct-
ly support SBMH's year-round trauma-in-
formed programming, including:

e Emotional and mental health support
initiatives.

* Grief and bereavement programming for
parents and siblings.

* Community-based healing and connec-
tion programs.

* Ongoing resources for families navigat-
ing pediatric cancer.

Tickets, donations and sponsorship oppor-

tunities are avail-

DANCING FOR HEROES By

givebutter.com/c/
blsntu.

Community
members, corpo-
3l rate partners and
2 local leaders are
invited to attend
and stand in sup-
port of families
facing  pediatric
cancer.

Together, we
dance for the he-
roes — and for
the families who
carry their light

: forward.
For addltlonal information, please visit the
ticket link above or connect with Small But
Mighty Heroes online.

Dancing For Heroes is a trauma-informed
movement and grief-support program cre-
ated to serve families impacted by pediat-
ric cancer. Through structured Latin and
ballroom dance sessions, the program pro-
vides parents, siblings and caregivers with
a safe space for emotional expression, peer
connection, stress reduction and healing
through embodied movement. The initia-
tive addresses the often-overlooked mental
health impacts of childhood cancer, includ-
ing anticipatory grief, caregiver burnout,
isolation and bereavement.

Together, the program and gala create a
full-circle model of impact:

* The program provides direct healing and
mental health support.

e The gala amplifies awareness, builds
community engagement and generates the
resources necessary to sustain and expand
services. For more information, visit the
website, www.smallbutmightyheroes.org.

Staff Report
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QCREAMEHY,

Buying or Selling!
We've Got You
Covered!

Interest Rates
Available
Credit Repair
— We're Ready

CHRISTINA ADAMS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

CALL TODAY
FOR A

QUOTE!

727-362-6890

YourTam

paBayLender.com
NMLS LICENSE #2611 | NMLS LICENSE #177874

ALEX PERRY
MORTGAGE LENDER
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LOCAL VET HOSTS FIRST AFTERNOON
TEA FOR WOMEN VETERANS

Women veterans are
cordially invited to join
the first Afternoon Tea
for Women Veterans
at Veterans Memorial
Park, located at 3602
N. U.S. 301 in Tampa.

On Friday, March 20,
From 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m,,
women veterans will be
in for an afternoon of
fine tea, fun games and
friendship. Guests will
also learn about various
resources available for
women veterans. The
dress code is gar-
den-party elegance,
so be sure to don
your favorite floral
or  spring-colored
outfit, hat/fascina-
tor and comfortable
shoes.

Jeans, and hus-
bands, are not al- -
lowed at this event.

While future
events may be open
to spouses, Lo-
is-Stine Cato, organizer of the event and
a retired Air Force veteran, explained that
this event is exclusively for women veter-
ans.

"It allows us to let our hair down and
be ourselves when we dont have men
around,” she said.

Cato's ultimate goal is not only to create
a space that invites sisterhood but also
to share information about retreats and
spaces where women veterans can relax.
As a veteran herself, she wants others to
take advantage of the resources available
to them.

A womens tea social that Lois-Stine
Cato organized at Grace Family
Church in Ybor.

AFTERNOON TEA
FOR WOMEN VETERANS

FRIDAY, 20 MARCH 2026
11:00 AM — 1:30 PM

BE A, I i

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!

According to a study
published in 2023 by The
Journal of Health Ser-
vices and Research, wom-
en veterans are more
likely to be screened with
| probable depression, anx-
iety and PTSD than their
male counterparts are.
“Depression, PTSD,
mental trauma, and anx-
iety is something that
women veterans have
experienced or are still
experiencing because of
their service to the mil-
itary,” Cato said, "If
there's resources that
we can take advan-

* tage of to help us to
not commit suicide,
to not be depressed
all the time, why not
share?”

e | Nearing retirement

in her civilian life, Cato
- has found herself cu-
20 rious about meeting
other women veterans
in the area. After join-
ing some women veteran events, like cof-
fee socials and a retreat with Women Vet-
erans Ignited, she has decided to put her
skills as a hostess to good use and orga-
nize the upcoming tea party. In the future,
she hopes to make this event annual and
connect with people to create a monthly
newsletter with aggregated information
for women veterans.

The Afternoon Tea for Women Veterans
is free to attend. To find out more about
the event and RSVP, please contact lois-
cato@yahoo.com no later than Tuesday,
March 10.
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By Mylena C. Ferman

Tailored Travel, Where Every TripIs A Treasure!

- GRUISE PLANNERS

O

& YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Book your
Mediterranean Cruises,
River Cruises, and Land Tours
through us in 2026!

We're your travel experts!

Call Today for More Info!

. E_I,- Matthew Gordon & Marji Beam
Cruise Planners® Independent

Franchise Owners \__»

717-856-2646 | ventureoutvacation.com

Professional Concrete
. Installation

@,’:Jjﬁ ail.com

; ill T g e gl p‘,»
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We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

APOLLOPOOLS.

NET

BUILD NOW

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

ollo

OOLSnet

CPC 1457589

AP

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

813-689-5197
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WARM YOUR HEART AND YOUR
APPETITE AT SEEDS OF HOPE'S
SOUP FOR THE SOUL FUNDRAISER

Riverview
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YOUTH TAKE LEAD AT HILLSBOROUGH
SUMMER FIRE ACADEMY

By Marie Gilmore

A bowl of soup can
do more than warm the
body — it can change

ly meaningful is that students
7= serve as the hosts, waiters and

s event staff, gaining valuable
. leadership experience while
learning firsthand the impor-
tance of giving back. Organizers
said guests often leave inspired
by the students’ enthusiasm
and commitment to helping
others.

Community members and
businesses are also invited
to support the event through
sponsorships. Sponsorship lev-
els range from $100-$500 and
help fund anywhere from 10-
50 weekend food backpacks
for students in
need. In addi-
tion, Seeds of

have dreamed of seeing
their son or daughter in
uniform, working in a no-
ble profession. :

Those dreams can
come true through
the Hillsborough County
Fire Rescue Foundation's
2026 Alan D. Ander-
son Summer Youth Fire
Academy, where stu-
dents will learn all about
the role of being a fire-
fighter.

Hillsborough ~ Coun-

Staff Report
Many teenagers & and make fi-
have imagined work- # nal selections
ing as a first responder h'ﬂq.(.y{;& . based on class
fighting fires, saving . 4 size.
lives and being recog- : T h e
nized as a communi- |d ® 2026 academy
ty hero. And parents will be avail-

able from Mon-
day, June 8, to
Friday, June 19.
‘ A mandatory
orientation will
be held on Sat-
urday, May 23.

The acad-
emy is a free
program, cour-
tesy of the
Hillsborough
County  Fire
Rescue  Foun-
dation. Lunch,
water

lives. On Sunday, March
29, Seeds of Hope will
host its annual Soup
for the Soul fundraiser,
a student-led commu-
nity event dedicated to
fighting childhood hun-

Hope is seek-
ing gift basket
donations val-
ued at $50 or
more for raffle
prizes, which
help  gener-
ate additional

ty students ages 14-18 B4
have until Friday, March
27, to apply for the two-
week summer program.
Hillsborough  County
Fire Rescue instruc-
tors will teach students
hands-on lessons and de-

nacks,
and sports
s drinks are pro-

| vided each
day, in addi-
tion to uniform
shirts,  pants,
boots, a belt
and a hat

ger in the local area. Soup for the Soul : . .

The ticketed event sunday- March 29, 2026 funds  while | tail the multiple roles g
will take place at Pres- Open seating Spmto Tpm pr(|)|k1)10t_|ng lo- that firefighters have in &

; « Endless bowls of 6 (or morel} Chef sou cal businesses. their jobs.
byterian ~ Church  of =, gyjaq : ‘) "This is tru- The program curricu-
Bloomingdale, located |« Bread Tickets : $25 each . "
at 710 E. Blooming- | ® Dessert P o ly a feel-goo_d lum includes fire ground
dale Ave. in Brandon | ° Entertainment event,”  said operations, use of fire- |5
Guests will enioy un- fP‘_'Of‘_ffSl"“a‘ Photographer Leda  Eaton, | fighting bunker gear, ae-
limited soup prepared | Eg?iﬁgiiila#_gl‘\(}:r-lh\n_r\lmx:mi:\,;da]p president of rial ladder climbs, search
LR Henaes i e [=] Seeds of Hope.

by local celebrity chefs
and restaurants, along ‘Wi
with salad, fresh bread, beverages and
dessert — all for $25 per person. There
is a limit of 200 guests with open seating
from 5-7 p.m. Soup for the Soul directly
benefits Seeds of Hope's Backpacks of
Hope program, which provides more than
170 backpacks of food each week to ele-
mentary students and their families facing
food insecurity. The program is supported
by student volunteers from Barrington
Middle School, who pack food weekly and
play a leading role in organizing and run-
ning the event.

What makes Soup for the Soul especial-

mmunmﬁé_ﬁmm forloca students!

"Guests enjoy
great food,
support local students and make a direct
impact on hunger right here in our com-
munity.”

Tickets are available now, and organiz-
ers encourage residents to act quickly due
to limited capacity. For more information
about tickets, sponsorships or donations,
contact admin@sohopefl.org or visit
Seeds of Hope's website at https://so-
hopefl.org/.

It's a night of comfort food with a pow-
erful purpose — one that promises to
warm both hearts and souls.

knots, water safety, CPR,
history of the fire service.

Now

Affordable Tutoring

e better!

II '||i5 going tob
l I|

KnowledgePoints

Proven Resulrs

e —
. : * SAT/ACT « Homework Edge
e e preK -12th Grade
\'The Next Report AT Serving our community for 25 Years

“Creating Success by Changing Lives”

Riverview Plant City

671-1919  754-7788

* Reading * Writing * Math

813.499.9933
12810 Summerfield Crossing Blvd
Located near the intersection of

ey

e ——)

s = ¢z

Fans”

_f| 813-324-1004 - www.FGLAWN.com

Family Owned & Operated

)  With a Healthy lawn less water is required! |

Lawn & Pest Control, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES! )

Commercial & Residential - Fungicide - Fertilizing
Insecticide - Weed Control Tree & Shrub Treatment

State Certified

and rescue, forcible entry, rappelling and

Applicants must be high school students
or graduating seniors between the ages of
14 and 18. A panel will review applications

§ Transportation
is not provided.

Applicants
must  submit
“ their appli-
~ cations by 5
p.m. on March
27. Along with the application, students
must submit a personal essay and include
two letters of recommendation. Only virtual
applications are accepted.

Learn more and apply virtually by visit-
ing www.hcfl.gov/syfa.

first aid and the

offering catering delivery!

Special moments call for special food

Riverview FL

Scan the QR code to

301 and Big Bend place a catering order

___________ . =
[N | 1

[N | 1

[ | 1

ANY TREATMENT , ; WEED&CRAB
DRYORLIQUID ! ! GRASS CONTROL !

For Pre Pay Customers Only 11 New Customers Only 1
___________ I I I I T IS |

Now $57 per month

You Get Protection

Ticks, Fleas, Fire Ants, Chinch Bugs, Mole Crickets, Sod
Weed Worms, Grubs and much more.

Plus Fungus & Weeds and Premium Fertilizer

Licensed & Insured
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APOLLO BEACH

Riverview

SARA BOGUE NAMED FIRST FEMALE

HOSTS FLORIDA

BIRDING AND NATURE FESTIVAL

Florida Birding and Nature Festival returns to Apollo Beach from

Thursday through Sunday, April 9-1

Nature lovers and bird enthusiasts will
come together from Thursday through
Sunday, April 9-12, in Apollo Beach for the
annual Florida Birding and Nature Festival.
This four-day event will feature field trips,
boat excursions, seminars by experts, na-
tionally renowned keynote speakers and a
free nature expo.

"Previously scheduled to coincide with
the peak of fall migration, it now coincides
with the peak of spring migration,” said Ann
Paul of the festival. "More than 180 species
have been observed during previous festi-
vals, and the new dates are expected to be
even more productive for birders.”

Most of the festival's activities will be
held at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission’s (FWC) Suncoast Youth
Conservation Center in Apollo Beach.

Organizers decided to move the festival
to April after Hurricanes Helene and Milton
caused widespread damage and disrupted
lives along Florida's west coast in 2024.
The festival is sponsored by Tampa Elec-
tric Company, the FWC's Suncoast Youth
Conservation Center and Hillshorough
County's Conservation and Environmental
Lands Management/Environmental Lands
Acquisition and Protection Program. “"We

il invite the community to come
4 celebrate the wonders of the
R birds, wildlife, and natural
lands that we enjoy in West
f Central Florida,” Paul said.
: The field trips, led by
o [knowledgeable guides and, in
some cases, the managers of
4 the nature habitats visited,
& include walking, wagon, boat
| and kayak trips and bus tours
N of Central Florida birding hot
I spots. Some field trips explore
sites normally not open to the
public.

"Destinations include
Egmont Key, the Cross Bar Ranch in Spring
Hill, Cockroach Bay Aquatic Preserve, Fort
DeSoto Park, Coffeepot Bayou, the Alafia
Bank Bird Sanctuary and the Lower Green
Swamp Nature Preserve,” Paul said. "The
keynote talks will be held at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church in Sun City Center and
include a buffet dinner.”

Friday evening's keynote speaker will be
Leslie Kemp Pool, an associate professor
at Rollins College and the author of Saving
Florida: Women's Fight for the Environment
in the Twentieth Century.

Saturday evening's speaker will be Hilary
Flower.

"It explores the success of the endan-
gered Everglades kite, which learned to
forage for invasive snails,” Paul said. “The
raptor has expanded its range into Central
Florida, and Flower also will lead a field trip
to Lake Tohopekaliga, where it is commonly
seen.”

A free Nature Expo on Friday, April 10,
and Saturday, April 11, at the Suncoast
Youth Conservation Center will feature dis-
plays from numerous environmental organi-
zations and nature-related businesses. Visit
www.floridabirdingandnaturefestival.org.

2.

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Florida
PURPLE
STAR
SCHOOLS
2025-2028

Is Now Available!

Learn about our school
and how to be a part of our
Southshore family!

INFO SESSIONS
March 11 @ 6:00pm

El "‘E”r,lil March 24 @ 9 00am

By Libby Hopkins

DIRECTOR OF
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ATHLETICS IN

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY'S HISTORY

Ruskiﬁ Fresh Market

GUALITY PRODUCE AND MORE AT A PRICE YOU WILL LOVE!

(813)751-7757
2619 14th Ave SE, Ruskin, FL 33570

(Big grey & red warehouse located
two doors down from weather station)

Monday: Closed
Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday:
9:00am-5:00pm
Thursday & Friday: 9:00am-6:30pm
Sunday 11:00am - 6:00pm

On February 26, Hillshor-
ough County Public Schools
(HCPS) announced that Sara
Bogue was named director of
athletics, making her the first
woman to serve in that role in
district history.

"It is an extraordinary hon-
or and responsibility,” said
Bogue. "I am proud to repre-
sent women in athletic lead-
ership and hopeful that this
milestone reflects the con-
tinued progress and oppor-
tunities available to women
in sports. As the mother of a
10-year-old daughter, this role
carries even greater meaning. If she — and
other young girls across our district — grow
up knowing they belong in any space they
choose to pursue, including athletics, that's
something I'm proud of.”

Bogue, who has served in Hillsborough
County for the past 20 years as a teacher,
coach and assistant principal, replaces Lan-
ness Robinson, who was named executive
director of the Tampa Bay Sports Commis-
sion in December 2025.

She began her career with the district
as a PE. teacher at Newsome High School,
where she was also the varsity girls basket-
ball coach and was named Western Confer-
ence Coach of the Year. She later became
an assistant principal for student affairs at
Lennard High School and Bloomingdale High
School. She will oversee athletics at both the
high school and middle school levels for the
county.

“T am incredibly excited to expand my
impact and serve more students, coaches
and schools across the district,” said Bogue.

"Athletics has the power to shape charac-

Edward Jones

Photo Courtesy Of Hillsborough County creating

By Nick Nahas

W-rr tl, ter, build leadership

~and open doors
of opportunity for
young people. Be-
ing in a position
to help strengthen
and elevate ath-
letic programs on
| a broader scale is
both energizing
and  meaningful.
| I look forward to
collaborating  with
1 school leaders and
coaches to continue
positive,
life-changing experi-
ences for our student athletes.”

Most recently, she served as assistant
principal for administration at Blooming-
dale High School, overseeing athletic pro-
grams, facility operations and campus safe-
ty and security. She led Bloomingdale to its
first-ever Vernon Korhn Athletic Program of
the Year award.

"Bloomingdale has always been more
than a workplace — it is truly a family,” said
Bogue. “The culture of support, unity and
shared purpose is something I will always
treasure. T will deeply miss our coaching
staff. They lead with heart and selflessness
every single day. Most of all, I will miss the
students. Their energy and spirit have been
a daily reminder of why this work matters.”

'T am deeply thankful to everyone who
has supported, mentored and encouraged
me throughout my 20 years with HCPS,”
said Bogue. “This journey has been built on
relationships, teamwork and shared com-
mitment to students. T look forward to hon-
oring that foundation as we continue mov-
ing athletics forward together.”

Sara Bogue

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Who are your beneficiaries?

Don’t leave it to chance. If you want to make sure your
assets are distributed according to your wishes when
you pass away, it’s important to review your beneficiary
designations regularly.

Major changes to tax laws or major life events such as
marriage, divorce, birth, adoption or a death in the family
could mean a change is needed.

Why is it important to designate beneficiaries?

Designating beneficiaries is one of the easiest and most direct
ways for you to pass along your assets to the people and/or
organizations that mean the most to you. Beneficiary
designations may also help avoid probating your assets

upon your death.

We can work with you and your estate-planning team to
ensure your account registrations and beneficiary
designations support your wishes.

Questions you should consider before making or updating
your beneficiary designations include:

+ Who are my current primary and contingent beneficiaries?

+ Do my current beneficiary designations reflect my wishes?

+ Do | have any accounts without beneficiary designations that |
want to update?

+ Have | discussed any beneficiary special needs and the legal
and tax consequences of my beneficiary designations with my
estate-planning team?

« Are there any default beneficiary designations | need to be
aware of contained in my retirement account’s custodial
agreement, insurance policy or annuity contract, or 529 plan
prospectus?

| would be happy to sit down with you to discuss your current

beneficiaries and potential next steps.

es, its employees and fin: al advis

or leg ice. You should consul uy estate ;\
your situation.

¢¢<m rs and c;
gt\ ey o 1H1

tn vide tax
regarding

Please call or stop by today to schedule an appointment.

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram
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TEA WITH A TWIST: FAMILY PROMISE
LAUNCHES EVENT TO SUPPORT FAMILIES

Family  Promise
of Hillsborough
County will host its
first-ever fundrais-
ing gala, Tea With
a Twist, on Sat-

EVENT
RESCHEDULED
TNV

TED T

THE FAMILY i
PROMISE

< 8 is about raising
awareness, build-
ing community
and inspiring
generosity.”

All proceeds

s
{kd

INAUGURAL
urday, March 28, -, FUNDRAISING from the gala will
from 2-5 p.m. at b/ CAlA directly support
New Hope Church. NE o 'EA WITH Family Promise's

Designed as a styl-
ish yet meaning-
ful afternoon, the
event blends tea,
fashion and com-
munity connection
while raising criti-
cal funds for fam-

FROM 2:00PM-
5:00PM

ilies experiencing T

i ami
hgmelessness in Promige
Hillsborough Coun-
ty.
The inaugural

gala marks a milestone for Family Prom-
ise of Hillshorough County, an organiza-
tion dedicated to empowering homeless
and low-income families with children
to achieve lasting independence. Unlike
a traditional evening gala, Tea With a
Twist offers a relaxed daytime setting
featuring tea and refreshments, raffles
and the event's standout attraction — a
men’s fashion show that promises a fun
and unexpected spin on the classic tea
party.

Organizers said the event is about
more than elegance and entertainment.
As the organization's first official fund-
raiser, the gala serves as a call to action
for the community to rally around fami-
lies in need.

"We believe that no child should have
to sleep in a car or on the street,” said
Edwina Reddick, executive director of
Family Promise Hillsborough. "This event

HOME INSPECTOR

Veteran Owned

 Standard Home Inspection
* 4 Point
» Wind Mitigation

I'WIS'] programs, which
MEW HOPE H

"HURCH SOCIAL prOVIde Shelter'

case manage-

121 Knights Ave _

Brandon, FL menF and Sup

portive services

to help families

regain  stability

and move toward
permanent hous-
ing. Funds raised
will assist fami-
lies across Hills-

: borough County
as they work to overcome financial cri-
ses and housing instability.

The event is open to the public, and
both individual tickets and sponsor-
ship opportunities are available. Those
unable to attend can still support the
mission through online donations, which
are tax-deductible. Family Promise of
Hillsborough County Inc. is a registered
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Community members are encouraged
to attend, sponsor or donate and to help
spread the word by following Family
Promise on social media. Updates and
additional information can be found
on Instagram (@familypromiseofhi, on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/fam-
ilypromisefl and on Twitter @Family-
Promisel.

Tickets, sponsorship details and dona-
tion options are available at the website
www.familypromisefl.org/.

SERVICES:

Staff Report
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EASYBRIDGE IN SUN CITY: LEARN
BRIDGE THE FRIENDLY WAY

ASPHALT SEALCOATING

Residential & Commercial

Sealer Hand-Applied

If you have ever watched a game of
bridge and thought, “That looks inter-
esting, but intimidating,” the Duplicate
Bridge Association of Sun City Center
has good
news for
you. Help
is on the
way, and it
comes with
a  friendly
face and a
low-pres-
sure learn-
ing style.

Kathy
Smith, a
Life Master
bridge play-
er and cer-
tified Ameri-
can Contract
Bridge
League
game di-
rector, is
launching a
new begin-
ner  series
called Easybridge. True to its name, the
program is designed to make learning
duplicate bridge approachable, social
and even fun. No experience is required,
just a willingness to learn and enjoy the
process.

Classes began on January 29 and
will meet from 1-4 p.m. for 15 consec-
utive weeks. Sessions will be held in the
Horizon Room of the Atrium Building at
947 N. Course Lane in Sun City Center.
To help newcomers ease into the game,
the first four weeks are completely free.
After that, classes cost $4 per session
for Sun City Center residents and $5 for

By McKenzie Brown

nonresidents, making it an affordable
way to pick up a new skill.

What sets Easybridge apart is its sup-
portive atmosphere. These classes are
not about
pressure
or perfec-
tion. They
are about
learning
togeth-
er, asking
questions
and build-
ing confi-
dence at
the table.
Sample
dealer
hands will
be provid-
ed so stu-
dents can
immedi-
ately prac-
tice what
they learn,
turning
concepts
into real play rather than abstract rules.

Bridge has long been known as a
game that sharpens the mind while
creating strong social connections, and
Easybridge aims to deliver both. Wheth-
er you are looking for a new hobby, a
mental challenge or a way to meet new
people, this series offers a welcoming
entry point.

Registration is now open, and spots
are expected to fill quickly. To sign up or
request more information, email Smith
at kathjosmith@gmail.com. Pull up a
chair, shuffle the cards and discover how
easy bridge can be.

HEAT & AC
BROW

HEATING & AIRCONDITIONING
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

COMFORT

o
=
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o
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-
p—
-

APEX SIGHT
SOLUTIONS

» 203k Consulting

Vision with Purpose, Integrity from Above.

(813) 860-8374

ApexSightSolutions.com

admin@apexsightsolutions.com
Florida License #H118082

Cracks and Pot Holes Filled

Veterans’ Discounts
Free Quotes

(813) 394-0915
SULLIVAN ASPHALT SEALERS

30 years of serving customers!

Residential & Commercial
Installation & Repair
Commercial Refrigeration

(813) 671-2555

To Advertise
in the Business
Directory,
Call Today!
813-697-2418

PEST CONTROL

termite i pest control
Residential and Commercial

(813) 468-8574

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED
“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PRESSURE WASH
AND SCREEN RE

* Houses

* Pool Cages

* Decks

* Driveways

» Sidewalks

* Gutter Cleaning

* & More

FREE ESTIMATES
813-892-5283

Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad ,or as low as

$200 per month ... INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS)

&
-
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7
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Your CommuniTy NEWSPAPER

Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418 or Visit OspreyObserver.com
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INNOVATION WITH GUARDRAILS: OUR
APPROACH TO AI

By Superintendent Van Ayres

Artificial intelligence is
rapidly reshaping every
part of our lives, and ed-
ucation is no exception.
Everywhere you turn, Al
is sparking new ideas,
new possibilities and
important conversations
about the future of learn-
ing.

AI and other emerging
technologies are here to
stay. As a public school
system serving more
than 200,000 students,
we have a responsibility
to approach this moment
with both enthu-
siasm and cau-
tion. That means
taking the time

gle word is spoken.

It will not replace
- the counselor who of-
fers reassurance and
direction.

It will not replace
the principal who
knows every student
by name and cele-
brates their success.

AI will not be used
to make highstakes
decisions about stu-
dents. We will not
allow it to override a
teacher’s professional
judgment and will not
adopt any tool
that  compro-
mises  student
data, increases

A Letter From The

SUPERINTENDENT

to understand of Hillshorough County Public Schools screen time or
the  technology, Van Ayres detracts  from
evaluating tools meaningful in-
carefully  and struction.

putting strong Al is a tool,
guardrails in = = — nothing more.
place to pro- B 7 When  used
tect students J 4 responsibly
and support ( ) i and thought-
teachers. Clear - || fully, it can

streamline ad-
ministrative
tasks, support
lesson  plan-
ning and give
teachers back

policies, mean-
ingful training
and an unwav-
ering commit-
ment to privacy
and safety will
guide every de- something in-
cision we make. credibly valuable: time. Time to connect,
But let me be equally clear: AT will not to inspire and to teach.
replace the heart of our schools. Education will always be human work.
It will not replace the teacher who no- Technology should enhance that work, not
tices a student’s frustration before a sin- redefine it.

\ PRESERVATION
/ FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

NING &

Let us help take the burden
of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. WC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

3 AREAS
FOR A YEAR

LASER HAIR
REMOVAL

$599

Call or text 813-344-5511
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EVENTS, FUNDRAISERS, GENEALOGICAL
MEETINGS & IMPACT'S GOT TALENT

Compiled By Jenny Bennett
Raptor Center Of Tampa Bay minutes. Auditions will be held on Sunday,

Fundraiser

Join Raptor Center of Tampa Bay for its
annual fundraiser at Three Bulls Tavern &
Brewery on Saturday, March 14, from 1-4
p.m. You will get to meet the
people of the raptor center,
animal ambassadors and
learn about the ways it is try-
ing to save the environment.
Three Bulls is donating 15
percent of sales to the Rap-
tor Center of Tampa Bay and
will match the donation, so
please come out and enjoy great food and
drinks and learn about the rehabilitation
center in your area and how you can help.
Visit  www.raptorcenteroftampabay.org.
Three Bulls Tavern & Brewery is located at
4330 Bell Shoals Rd.

Music Bingo Fundraisers

Get ready for an evening of fun and ex-
citement at Bullfrog Creek Brewing Co.,
located at 3632 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Lith-
ia. Enjoy a variety of musical genres as you
play five games of music bingo on Thursday,
March 26, starting at 6:30 p.m. The event
is sponsored by Giddings Law Group and
will benefit Seeds of Hope
and Presbyterian Church of
Bloomingdale. Alongside bin-
go, there will be raffle prizes
and silent auctions.

Lennard High School
Bingo And Beats

Fundraiser

Lennard High School Music Boosters are
hosting a 'Bingo and Beats’ Fundraiser on
Monday, March 30, at Salty Shamrock,
starting at 7 p.m. Be sure to visit https://
saltyshamrock.net/ to reserve your table.
Prizes will include gift baskets, gift certifi-
cates and lottery tickets, and there will be a
cash 50/50 drawing. The band and orches-
tra students at Lennard are an incredibly
talented group of young musicians who re-
ally need the community’s support to help
with uniform cleaning, instrument repair,
transportation to events, etc. Salty Sham-
rock is located at 6186 U.S. 41 in Apollo
Beach.

Impact’s Got Talent

The Impact Program is now seeking tal-
ented students to audition for its annual
Impact”s Got Talent event, scheduled for
Friday, April 24, at 6:30 p.m. at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, with the grand-prize
winner receiving $250. Auditions are open
for grades K-12, including vocalists, actors,
dancers (solo, duets and groups), musicians
and anything else that sounds fun and en-
tertaining. All acts must be under three

March 29, from 1-5 p.m., at Dance Quest In-
ternational, located at 853 Lithia Pinecrest
Rd. in Brandon. To schedule your audition,
contact Jennifer Crum at crummiej2@
gmail.com or 863-661-3236.

All ticket sales benefit
the Impact Program, which
promotes healthy lifestyles
and relationships to teens,
parents, teachers and other
youth leaders through class-

11 P ACT room education.

Fellowship Baptist Church
is located at 13515 U.S. 301 in Thonotosas-
sa. For more information, visit www.whati-
simpact.com.

Shred-a-thon

Bring your confidential documents for
shredding in a safe and secure manor to
Bloomingdale Golfers Club, located at
4113 Great Golfers Place in Valrico. The
free community Shred-a-thon will take
place on Saturday, March 28, from 9-11
am. and is sponsored by realtor Mary
West; contact her at mary.west@kw.com
or call 813-763-9378. Please do not try
shredding metal, lighters, trash or heavy
plastics.

South Bay Genealog-

ical Society Meeting

A South Bay Genealog-
ical Society meeting will
take place on Tuesday,
March 17, at the South Hill-
shorough Elks Lodge No.
2672, located at 1630 S. U.S. 41 in Ruskin.
Beginning at 10:30 a.m., there will is an
optional roundtable discussion, followed
by a sit-down luncheon at 12 Noon. Fol-
lowing the luncheon at 1 p.m,, its guest
speaker will be April Min. Min's presenta-
tion will be ‘Forensic Genealogy.' The cost
to attend is $18 per person. Call Vicki at
360-608-1647.

Apollo Beach Woman’s Club
Fundraiser And Scholarship Ap-
plication

Save the date! The next big Apollo
Beach Woman'’s Club (ABWC) event, Mu-
sic of the Motown Era, will groove into
Southshore Falls Clubhouse on Saturday,
March 28, from 4-7 p.m. Proceeds will
once again benefit scholarships.

Scholarship Applications for 2026 are
now open. Applicants must meet ABWC's
criteria, attend East Bay or Lennard High
School, be accepted at a Florida college or
university and demonstrate financial need.
For more details or to find out more about
the Apollo Beach Woman's Club, at www.
apollobeachwomansclub.com.

Fishing Charters - Sunset Cruises

and ECO Tours

Ask ahout group, military, law enforcement,
fire fighter, and corporate discounts!

Book Your Charter Today!
(813) 480-5111

TRUERSES
LIES

FISHING

@HARTERS
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SUN COAST SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
TO HOST GOLF TOURNAMENT BENEFITING
LOCAL NONPROFIT FORGOTTEN ANGELS

By Libby Hopkins

The Sun Coast §
Scholarship Foun- |
dation, a new non- B8
profit, is committed W
to enhancing access | £
to quality education s
for students facing
financial challenges.
Through its scholar-
ship programs, it aims
to empower students
by providing them
with financial resources to
pursue higher education, thus
enabling them to achieve
their academic aspirations
and contribute positively to
their communities.

The Sun Coast Scholarship
Foundation was born from a
shared dream between Dr.
Sterling and Rosa Jasper, two first-gener-
ation college graduates who experienced
firsthand the transformative power of edu-
cation, mentorship and opportunity.

"With every degree earned, career mile-
stone reached, and door opened, we knew
our success was never meant to end with
us, it was meant to begin with others,” said
Dr. Sterling Jasper.

Recently relocated to the Tampa area,
the Jaspers bring with them decades of
experience as a business owner and social
worker respectfully. Their years of public
service has allowed them to witness first-
hand the challenges faced by at-risk teens
striving to build a brighter future.

"Motivated by these experiences, we
have launched our new nonprofit organiza-
tion, dedicated to helping youth transition
successfully into college, careers and adult-

o~
/"*

ST [ood,” Dr. Ster-
B ling Jasper said.
: To kick off its
mission, the or-
ganization  will
i host a celebrity
golf tournament
' on Friday, June
&= 19, at River Hills
Country  Club,
@ located at 3943
“New River Hills
Parkway in Valrico.

"All proceeds will ben-
efit Forgotten Angels of
Florida, an organization
whose mission closely
aligns with ours,” Dr.
Sterling Jasper said,
“mentoring and guid-
ing teens who often feel
overlooked as they enter adulthood.”

Forgotten Angels is a nonprofit which op-
erates more as a family to benefit children
aging out of the foster care system, young
adults who have aged out, at-risk teens and
recently released incarcerated youths.

The Jaspers hope to bring awareness to
their nonprofit and the work they are do-
ing.

"Our vision is to create a legacy of oppor-
tunity, one that doesn't stop at scholarship
awards but stretches into careers, leader-
ship and lives filled with purpose,” Jasper
said. “Through education, mentorship and
selfless service, we are committed to up-
lifting the next generation so they, too, can
rise and reach back.”

Visit www.thesuncoastscholarshipfoun-
dation.org. The foundation is located at 867
W. Bloomingdale Ave., #6104, in Brandon.
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flooringmaster

SPRING FLOORING BLOWOUT
uPpTO —

50%OFF

LAMINATE ° VINYL - TILE

36 MONTH FINANCING AVAILABLE
e

VISIT OUR RIVERVIEW SHOWROOM

11531 Balm Riverview Rd
Riverview FL 33569
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We Care Like Family

Our community emphasizes resort-style
living with an all-inclusive approach to
medication care, housekeeping,
maintenance, chef-prepared meals,
utilities, phone, internet, and TV. We aim
to create a vibrant and active lifestyle for
seniors. Living Our Best Life and making
"""--\\men".ories while doing so.

Yy

~ 0\ +/ Independent Living
}"‘Sﬁ-v.?__. _ 3\ " Assisted Living
A « Memory Care
« Respite Care

Call Kristy for a Personal Tour!
+ Medication Management Included
+ Vibrant Social Activities

¥ Chef Inspired Meals

W

Sweet Water Grand

For more info visit our website
www.BridgesRetirement.com

Assisted Living Facility #11670

CSE LUy Cad )

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570

6106 Delancey Station Street
Riverview, FL 33578

Breatlfast Sevved WU Day!
A REAL GOQD DAY STARTS WITH

REAL. GOOD.
L’BREAKFAST."’

-

Locally Owned and Operated
10293 Big Bend Road, Riverview
813-741-3200
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DASH MICROTRANSIT HITS MILESTONE
MARKS 100,000 PASSENGERS WITH
TAMPA PROGRAM

The Tam-
pa Downtown
Partnership is
celebrating a
milestone worth
swooning  over
as its DASH mi-
crotransit  pro-
gram official-
ly surpassed
100,000 pas-
sengers  served
since  launching
in October 2023. |
The achievement v
highlights how the mnovatlve service is
not only easing transportation challenges
but also reshaping the everyday down-
town experience for residents, workers
and visitors alike.

Designed as a convenient, affordable
and friendly way to get around, DASH has
quickly won over the downtown communi-
ty. More than just a ride, the service pairs
reliable hub-to-hub transportation with
personable driver ambassadors who bring
a local touch to every trip. Riders can ex-
pect more than directions — from restau-
rant recommendations to tips on local
events, drivers help connect passengers to
the pulse of downtown.

From date nights along Water Street to
workdays stretching into Tampa Heights,
DASH offers an appealing alternative to
navigating traffic, searching for parking
or relying on GPS. The program's success
reflects a growing appetite for transpor-
tation options that are both practical and
personable.

"Reaching 100,000 passengers is more
than a number. It's proof that DASH is
strengthening connectivity across down-

Staff Report

town Tampa,”
said Kenyet-
ta Hair-
ston-Bridges,
president and
CEO of Tam-
pa Downtown
Partnership.
“Every ride
represents a
meaningful
connection,
whether it
is to work, a

i restaurant
or an event. Our driver ambassadors do
more than transport passengers. They
help connect people to the heartbeat of
our city, supporting local businesses and
reinforcing our mission to create a more
accessible, vibrant and interconnected
downtown.”

Of the 100,000 passengers served,
DASH has recorded more than 70,000
individual rides, underscoring its role in
reducing congestion and encouraging ef-
ficient movement throughout downtown.
By offering an alternative to single-oc-
cupancy vehicle trips, the service helps
alleviate traffic while strengthening links
between key destinations.

Through congestion reduction, business
support and improved mobility, DASH con-
tinues to play a meaningful role in Tampa'’s
growth and livability. This Valentine's Day,
Tampa Downtown Partnership is celebrat-
ing the riders and driver ambassadors
who made the milestone possible — and
looking ahead to many more shared rides
across the heart of the city.

For more about DASH, visit the website
at www.tampasdowntown.com/dash.
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HONESTY & INTEGRITY
THE CORNERSTONE OF BUSINESS

Theresa Turner, CPA

Certified Public Accountant With Master’s Degree in Taxation

TAX SEASON IS HERE!

There were several tax law changes this year and
we are here to assist you.
Let us relieve the stress that accompanies
tax preparation and filing.
Schedule a no cost consultation now!

o L

Tax Happens has moved
.3 miles to

10031 Water Works Lane, [°

Riverview

in the Boardwalk Oﬂice Park

Tax Happens

10031 Wataj;\

‘Works Lane

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TO FIND OUT WHY

WE HAVE A 4.9 STAR RATING FROM
101 REVIEWS ON Go gle

---------

42 RECOMMENDATIONS ON # Nextdoor

AND 60 yelp** REVIEWS
Phone: 813-603-2073 Fax: 813-603-2074 Text: 813-603-2075

www. FaxHappens.com

If this was ./
childhood..

It’s time for a
colonoscopy.

Colorectal cancer is now a
leading cause of cancer death
in adults under 50, but when
caught early, it’s

AdventHealth makes
it easier to protect your future
through whole-person care
and preventive screenings.
We’ve made appointments more
convenient, while Al-assisted
technology is helping us catch
cancer earlier — so you can
keep feeling whole.

Schedule your screening today.
YourColorectalExperts.com

AdventHealth

Riverview
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TO LEARN MORE
\BOUT US

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ® Direct: 813-924-8677
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SPRING INTO P,
SOMETHING NEW! D/@T’%ﬁ
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_ " BREND
Lets be REMARKABLE together!  souume ety ausas

T
i

—

IFEATURED  ?'f;w‘
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OFFERED AT 505 S Bay Blvd
$3,1 95,000 Anna Maria, FL 34216

EXPERIENCE
YOU CAN TRUST.

RESULTS
YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com
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TAMPA THEATRE PLANS $30 MILLION
UPDATE TO 100-YEAR-OLD LANDMARK

Staff Report

Riverview
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LOCAL BAR-B-CLEAN RECOGNIZED
WITH ‘EMERGING FRANCHISE' AWARD

By Emily Harper

Tampa Theatre today announced signifi-
cant progress on its transformative Second
Century Campaign: an ambitious, $30 mil-
lion capital initiative to restore, enhance and
expand one of Tampa’s most beloved cultur-
al institutions as it approaches its centenni-
al on Thursday, October 15. The campaign,
which is focused on preservation, education
and enhanced patron experiences, will en-
sure that Tampa Theatre continues to thrive
as a vibrant hub for arts, entertainment and
community engagement well into its next
100 years.

As part of the first phase of the cam-
paign, which totals $24.5 million, Tampa
Theatre will fully and authentically restore
the historic Duncan Auditorium to its orig-
inal grandeur. To complete this work, the
Duncan Auditorium will be closed from
Tuesday, March 10, through the end of Sep-
tember for infrastructure upgrades, resto-
ration of the decorative paint and plaster
and preservation of its original fixtures and
furnishings.

Other priorities for the first phase include:

e Opening the John T. Taylor Screening
Room, a 43-seat microcinema adjoining the
historic lobby, creating an intimate space

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

for first-run films and ensur-
ing that film fans will have
access to Tampa Theatre
even as the historic audito-
" rium undergoes restoration.
e Renovating underuti-
lized space on the Florida
® Avenue side of the building
to create a new, 2-story ed-
ucation wing that will house
permanent classrooms and
| archival storage for year-
round learning opportuni-
ties in partnership with the
University of South Florida,
the University of Tampa and
other academic and community partners.
"The Second Century Campaign is more
than a capital effort, it's a transformation-
al investment in our community's cultural
legacy,” said John Bell, president and CEO
of Tampa Theatre. "By authentically restor-
ing the historic Duncan Auditorium and ex-
panding our capabilities through new spac-
es, we're confident that Tampa Theatre will
continue to educate, entertain, enlighten
and unite people for generations to come.”
Thanks to the generosity of the com-
munity and leadership gifts from Bank of
America; Celia and Jim Ferman, in memory
of Martha Ferman; Bonnie S. Sonnenfeld;
and John T. Taylor, the campaign is current-
ly more than 93 percent of the way toward
its first-phase goal. Significant public fund-
ing has been provided by the City of Tampa
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA),
and this project is sponsored in part by the
Florida Department of State's Division of
Historical Resources, the State of Florida
and the Hillsborough County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.
For more on the campaign, visit the web-
site at www.tampatheatre.org.

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOIGE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)

Ropa Vieja (2 Ihs)

Lechon Asado (2 Ihs)

Bistec Milanesa ()

Breaded Palomilla Steak ()
Pescado a Ia Rusa Fillet (4

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www. laseptlmacafe com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon'

Nolielieltcom Bnusuus Doonoasu n

Uber
cater 3

~L\
SWIMMING POOL CO.

Less To-Do's,

More Pool Time.

) Rooteleaning

V) Poctmaintenance

& Roclrepairs-
O Splash!

| 813-641-4968 |

Bar-B- =
Clean Tampa
Bay recently §
was acknowl-
edged  with §
the  'Emerg- |
ing Franchise’
award.  Ad-
ditionally  in
2025, the =
company was :
recognized
as the number one loca-
tion in the country for the
month of December, re-
flecting their dedication to
high-quality service.

“For our company, these
accomplishments  repre-
sent more than growth —
they signal that customers |
and partners value a pro-
fessional, structured approach to protect-
ing and maintaining their outdoor cooking
investments,” said owner Jamie Wolf.

Bar-B-Clean has been serving the Tampa
Bay, Clearwater, and St. Petersburg com-
munities since 2025 as a full-service grill
care company. This veteran-owned busi-
ness specializes in cleaning, repairs, sales,
installations and preventative maintenance.
This includes ceramic grills, smokers, pellet
grills and regular grills.

Their team currently consists of sev-
en trained professionals who are devoted
to delivering consistent premium service
along with exceptional customer satis-
faction. This is achieved by providing de-
tail-driven services focused on safety and
performance.

They assist homeowners, realtors and
property managers to ensure clean grills to
protect the investment and health of their

clients.
i1 ensure  that
local families
5| enjoy meals on
| a grill free of
# grease buildup

i and  harmful
contaminants
* that can lead
to carcinogen
exposure.

"We are
committed to sustainable,
long-term growth while
maintaining the high stan-
dards, professionalism and
consistency that define our
brand,” said Wolf.

Furthermore, Bar-B-
Clean offers a membership
known as 'Grill Well+' to bet-
ter enhance long-term grill
care. Through this program, members can
expect scheduled cleanings, performance
checks and preventative maintenance to
preserve their grills year-round.

"We differentiate ourselves through spe-
cialization, precision and consistency. Grill
care isn't an add-on for us — it's our core
expertise,” stated Wolf when asked how
Bar-B-Clean sets itself apart.

Bar-B-Clean believes that “a clean grill is
ahealthy grill.” It emphasizes reliability and
respect for customers, and it is committed
to educating clients on proper grill care. Its
overall goal is to deliver exceptional service
and create peace of mind along with confi-
dence for grill owners.

More in-depth information about its
services can be found on Bar-B-Clean
Tampa Bay's website, along with ap-
pointment information, at its website
www.bar-b-clean.com/tampabay/.

They

/A Caring
& Transitions.'

- Senior Relocation - Downsizing - Estate Sales -

Wherever you are headed,
help is always just
a phone call away.
e Senior Relocation
e Moving Assistance
e Estate Liquidation
e Online Auctions
e Home Clean-outs
Packing Services

813.578.8656

AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com

CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com

> -
7 &

R i e i

t ASPSouthShoreFL.com
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KIWANIS CLUB OF BRANDON TEES
UP IN SUPPORT LOCAL YOUTH

The Kiwanis
Club of Brandon
is gearing up for
a highenergy day
on the greens as
it hosts its annual PSS £

Tournament  on
Thursday,  April

16, beginning at

11 am. at Buckhorn Springs
Golf and Country Club, lo-
cated at 2721 S. Miller Rd.
in Valrico. The muchantic-
ipated event is the club's

largest and most essen-

tial fundraiser of the year,

fueling the youthfocused

programs that define its mission. Proceeds
from the tournament power initiatives
across Eastern Hillsborough County, includ-
ing Terrific Kids, K-Kids, Builders Clubs and
Key Clubs — programs designed to inspire
leadership, character and community ser-
vice among local students.

Club President Dustie Amatangelo said
the fundraiser is essential to maintaining the
group’s long tradition of community service.

"Our Kiwanis Club is a unique organiza-
tion in that 99 percent of funds raised is
reinvested back into the community,” said
Amatangelo. "We are run by volunteers who
give the hearts and working hands to make
us strong.”

The tournament, described by organiz-
ers as the backbone of the club's charitable
work, is the only major fundraising event the
club holds each year.

The club hopes the community will rally
behind this year's event by fielding teams,
sponsoring holes or donating goods for raf-
fle baskets. There are many ways the com-
munity can support this effort.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

"Come out and
bring a sponsor-
ship and a team,
make a donation,
create a beauti-
ful basket that

W represents your
business and do-
nate it. And lastly,
become a Kiwan-

ian. We are always looking for
good people to join us,” said
Amatangelo.

This year, the club has set a
goal for the golf tournament to
support its growing initiatives.

"Our goal this year is to net
$20,000 dollars,” said Am-

atangelo. "We had a huge increase for our
Project Smile program at Gibsonton Elemen-
tary and we will need to cover that cost.”

"Our Brandon Kiwanis Club [is a] great
organization of wonderful people who share
a heart for our children in our local commu-
nity," said Amatangelo. "Our Terrific Kids
Golf Tournament raises the funds we need
to help our community build better leaders.”

Amatangelo encourages anyone interest-
ed to support the cause in any way they can.

“If I had a big ask, it would be twofold:
Come help us reach our goal — but even
more important, consider becoming a mem-
ber of our extended family. There is a ton of
love to share.”

The Kiwanis Club of Greater Brandon,
Florida, was established in May 1960 and
continues to serve the community, espe-
cially its children. The club has served over
100,000 residents and provided more than
$2 million to support local charities through
its many programs and volunteer efforts.

Register for the tournament and get more
info at www.brandonkiwanis.org/events/.

Santiaco EL ABocADO

J

I.aw Group

813-641-0010
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570

Dry cleaning
that suits you

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside service,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.

1928 East Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-4243
1529 South Dale Mabry Hwy. (813) 251-2234
My.TideCleaners.com | Scan to get the app!

20 OFF

Dry cleaning order

L

Il

zo OFF

Comforters & rugs

(TR

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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FUELFEST LAUNCHES SECOND
TAMPA SHOW AT THE FLORIDA STATE
FAIRGROUNDS ON MARCH 28

Cody Walker founder of Reach Out WorldWide

(ROWW).

Following record-setting shows in South
Florida since 2022, FuelFest is set to open
gates for its second annual show at the Flor-
ida State Fairgrounds, located at 4800 U.S.
301 N. in Tampa, on Saturday, March 28.
Gates for the event are open to the public
from 1-8 p.m. Admission tickets start at $35
per person, and kids 12 and under are free.

Now in its eighth year of hosting events
globally at Los Angeles and San Francisco,
California; Dallas, Texas; West Palm Beach;
New Jersey; Chicago, Illinois; Arizona; Tokyo,
Japan; and Qatar, the long-awaited return
to Tampa is almost here. FuelFest blends en-
thusiasts' passion for the automotive world
with appearances by Fast & Furious fran-
chise stars Tyrese Gibson and Cody Walker
and live-action drifting featuring profession-
al drivers, a live concert by MAYDAY! on the
SPARQ Festival Stage, a record-setting car
show, automotive culture, dozens of custom
exhibits, car reveals and more.

This year, the show will feature more than
800 top custom, exotic, rare and exclusive
cars and trucks, plus drift ride-alongs by pro
drivers, Fast & Furious screen-used movie
cars and various interactive fan racing activ-
ities and attractions. The Fitment Industries

LYNN

Staff Report

drift pits are open access, allowing
fans to get up close to their favor-
ite race cars and see what these
amazing machines are all about.
FuelFest also features the all-new
" popular
- f showcase

- area, C4
- Energy
" Taste of
- Tokyo, giv-
o ing fans a

— Japanese

under-
¥ ground

car meet
| vibe with a
variety of cars you're likely to see lurking in
the streets of Tokyo. Fans can register their
car in the People’s Choice Paddock, a limit-
ed, fan-judged section where the best cars
compete to be crowned People’s Choice on
the festival stage.

Event sponsors and custom exhibits in-
clude Gazoo Racing, SPARQ, Meguiar's,
C4 Energy, Fitment Industries, Liqui Moly,
XComp Tires, the US. Marines, 303/Stabil,
O'Reilly and more to be announced.

A portion of the event's proceeds ben-
efit Reach Out WorldWide (ROWW), the
nonprofit charity founded by Paul Walker
and continued by his brother, Cody Walker.
Founded in 2010, the organization was cre-
ated by the late actor and producer after a
massive earthquake devastated Haiti, with
the inspiration to organize a relief team that
responded to the disaster.

Event information, car registration and
tickets can be found now at https://fuelfest.
com/, as well as on social media channels,
including Facebook, Instagram and TikTok.

. Home of the

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

CASEY LYNN,

Dr. Stewart, DMD

2026 In Network Plans!

Anthem | GEHA | UMR
United Healthcare
Humana | Ameritas
Guardian | UNUM

smileLYNNdental.com

DMD. MS.

Dr. Lynn, DMD, MS

(813) 591-3052 | 122 Harbor Village Lane, Apollo Beach

HOURS:
SUNDAY - SATURDAY
12:00 - 10:00 PM

MILKSHAKEFACTORY.COM/LOCATIONS/SOUTHSHORE

NOW
OREN!

1ot HE S‘MPLE J

NlhShake

=sT FACTORY ™™

(3015 - IN THE MISSION BBQ PLAZA)

Y O“R%&%L

(813) 722-1818
10446 STELLING DR, RIVERVIEW

SALTY SHAMROCK’S
10 YEAR FESTIVAL

DECADE OF CRAIC

The Biggest Irish Party in Southwest Florida

SALTY SHAMROCK'S

5 S OF IRISH CRAIC
TOPTIER BANDS, LEGENDARY F0OD, KCE COLD DRINKSPECIALS

!-'nday The Shakes Socrety Tpm

Saturday: Mrs. Red Band 3pm
TI1e Fulcos 7pm

' Sunday Alafia Swampers 1pn1
Blue Skye Bagpipes 3pm

ST PADDYS DAY

7 CELEBRATION 7
i;

MARCH 17™ 2026 * 11AM - 11PM

— ENTERTAINMENT: —

v ey - J IRISH RAMBLERS 11AM — 2PM -
onday: Southern Creek /pm - = : A
Tuesday: Irish 'Ramblers 11am ASHLEY LUX BAND 3pM U

da o Ashley Lux Band 3pm FLORIDA HIT MACI'“NE 7PM U
i [ R T T

Florida Hit Machine 7pn:?' g‘-{ m!sznﬁﬂbaﬂicmu
SLAINTETO 1( 10YEARS' il 8

s + OUTDOOR TENTS
Friends, Family, Music & the Magic of Salty Shamrock

Majesty of Rock Gpm

.&:&

OUTDOOR KITCHEN & BAR
* MERCHANDISE
ADMISSION $10per RPERSON g s
) CHFFRETOADFU\DF OF
PINTS, MUSIC, AND MEMORIES!
" THE SOUTHERN SREEKCBAND %~ ———l

www.saltyshamrock.net

www.saltyshamrock.net
813-938-5282 - 6186 US HWY 41 N. Apollo Beach

813-938-5282 - 6186 US HWY 41 N. Apollo Beach

(813) 938-5282

6186 US Highway 41 North ¢ Apolio Beach

SaltyShamrock.net
f

Monday 11am-10pm
f *I Tuesday-Thursday 11am-11pm
i i Friday - Saturday 11am-12 am

One-of-a-Kind Jewelry for
Once-in-a-Lifetime Moments

A

.‘

C)% “Au Ie y

FINE JEWELRY
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 « Saturday 10 - 4

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!
But we’ll give you more in trade!
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TROOP 61'S PJ ZELATIS EARNS EAGLE
WITH PROJECT AT PALEO PRESERVE

Troop 61  Scout
Panos Zelatis, known
by everyone as PJ, re-
cently earned a great
honor — Eagle Scout,
the highest rank of the
Scouting BSA — and
his achievement was
awarded and finalized |
on February 20 with
an Eagle court of honor
at Presbyterian Church
of Bloomingdale, his
troop’s meeting place.

For his Eagle Scout
project, PJ worked
alongside 24 others, in- |
cluding fellow Scouts
leaders, and friends, *== =
to repair walls and outside picnic tables
at the Paleo Preserve Fossil Museum in
Ruskin. They sanded and painted two
walls white to make the space look clean-
er and fresher and fixed up tables that had
old, peeling paint.

“T chose the Paleo Preserve Fossil Mu-
seum after reaching out to several local
nonprofits. When I researched the mu-
seum, it really stood out to me,” PJ said.
"It's a place where school groups come to
learn about Florida's paleontology and get
hands-on experience digging in their fossil
pit. I liked the fact that my project would
help improve a place that educates kids.”

PJ's Scouting journey began in 2014
with Cub Scout Pack 632, and in 2018 he
crossed over to the Boy Scouts. He has
earned all four religious medals as part
of the P.R.AY. program, earned 37 merit
badges, hiked 971 miles with the Troop 61
Hiking Crew, completed 70 service hours,
camped for 84 nights, and been a troop
historian, quartermaster, patrol leader,

assistant  senior
© patrol leader and
instructor/hiking
. lead, among many
| more accomplish-
ments.

. PJ said he es-
~ pecially  enjoyed
2 learning how to
= navigate the out-
doors and use a
map and compass,
set up camp, cook
outdoors and han-
dle things on his
own. But best of
all were his hiking
and backpacking
trips, where he
formed strong friendships and made some
of his favorite memories.

"When I achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout, it was an incredible feeling,” he
said. "It was meaningful because I had set
that goal for myself as a Cub Scout. There
were moments along the way that were
challenging, but reaching Eagle showed
me that sticking with something and not
giving up really pays off. I was proud of
the accomplishment, but I was also grate-
ful for the leaders, friends and family who
supported me throughout the journey.”

With his court of honor complete, PJ
now aims to not only succeed in college
and build a strong career but to also live
up to the responsibility of being an Eagle
Scout. He is currently a freshman at the
University of Central Florida, majoring in
chemistry.

"T want to continue leading by example,
giving back to my community, and making
choices that reflect the values Scouting
has taught me,” PJ said.

NOW, MORE THAN EVER

WE REALIZE
THE
IMPORTANCE
OF FAMILY

Have you taken the TIME
to do your Will or Trust?
Remember, you are
not doing it for yourself...
you are doing it for THEM.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

ToM GALLO .

proudly supports m}:@@

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

By Taylor Wells

Support your
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

y

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337
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2025-26 SEASON

ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director
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16 HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC
HIGH SCHOOLS NAMED TO ADVANCED
PLACEMENT SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
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BRANDON ROTARY OPENS SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS FOR LOCAL SENIORS,
AWARDS NEARLY $25,000

Hillsborough County Public Schools
(HCPS) is proud to announce that 16
high schools have been named to the
2025 Advanced Placement Program
(AP) School Honor Roll, earning three

Staff Report

gether, we've created a culture where
students are encouraged to aim higher
— and I couldn't be prouder of what
they continue to accomplish.”
Hillsborough County is proud of its

lati . f ti d
gold,  two  si PLATINUM  soccess i its
ver and seven AP program,
bronze distinc- DURANT HIGH administering
tions. over 27,000
The AP School -
Honoer RoIICr(e)g- GOLD gﬁ?/m?/vitﬁn?fz-
ognizes schools cord break-
whose AP pro- NEWSOME HIGH ing success
grams that de- rates. During
li Its f th i f
students . while SILYER 2025, HCPS

broadening
participation.

RIVERVI

saw a 70 per-
cent pass rate

EW HIGH

Schools can on AP exams,
earn this recog- the highest
nition annually BRONZE ever for the
based on crite- district.
ia that reflect B Coll
;Ia co;m:,fmsgt LOOMINGDALE Boar(()JI’s e,gd(f

to increasing
college-going
culture, providing opportunities for stu-
dents to earn college credit, and maxi-
mizing college readiness.

Local high schools that earned these
distinctions include:

¢ Platinum — Durant High School

* Gold — Newsome High School

* Silver — Riverview High School

* Bronze — Bloomingdale High School

"Our success in AP really comes down
to our people,” said Superintendent Van
Ayres. "From dedicated administrators
to committed teachers and hardwork-
ing students, everyone plays a role. To-

HIGH SCHOOL

vanced Place-
ment program
enables students to pursue college-level
studies — with the opportunity to earn
college credit, advanced placement
or both — while still in high school.
Through AP courses in 40 subjects,
each culminating in a challenging exam,
students learn to think critically, con-
struct solid arguments and see many
sides of an issue — skills that prepare
them for college and beyond.

To learn more about Advanced Place-
ment opportunities at HCPS, visit www.
hillsboroughschools.org/accelerated-
programs.

High school se-
niors across the
Greater  Brandon
area are encour-
aged to apply for #
the Brandon Rotary |
Club Charity Fund |
Annual  Scholar-
ship, with applica-
tions due by 5 p.m.
on Friday, April 10. |

The scholarship
program,  estab-
lished by the Rota-
ry Club of Brandon,
supports students who live in Brandon or
attend high school within the Brandon area.
In 2025, the charity fund awarded approx-
imately $25,000 in scholarships to grad-
uating seniors, continuing a long-standing
commitment to education, leadership and
community service.

Multiple scholarships are available to
students who meet eligibility requirements,
including residency within the defined
Brandon-area boundaries, graduation as a
current high school senior, a minimum 3.0
unweighted GPA, documented community
service hours and acceptance into an ac-
credited two or four-year college or univer-
sity.

True to Rotary's mission, service is at the
heart of the selection process. Applications
are scored primarily on service to school
and community, along with a student
statement, a recommendation from a com-
munity service organization and academic
achievement. An optional section allows
applicants to be considered for the Sha-
ron S. Sellers Memorial Scholarship, which
emphasizes giving back to both community
and country.

Staff Report

Photo Credit Linda Chion
Rotary Club members recognize 2025 scholarship recipients.

"All of our scholarship recipients demon-
strate a strong commitment to service
and leadership,” said Chuck Burgess, CEO
of High 5 Inc. "These students are already
making a difference locally, and we're proud
to help support their next steps.”

Applications are reviewed by a commit-
tee of at least five individuals, which may
include Rotarians, educators and charity
fund board members. Final selections are
made by the committee, and scholarship
recipients will be notified directly.

Applicants must submit a single PDF
document that includes the completed ap-
plication, a verified community service time
sheet, an official transcript and discipline
record, proof of college acceptance and a
letter of recommendation from a communi-
ty service organization. Incomplete or late
applications will not be considered. Paper
submissions are not accepted.

All applications must be emailed to brccf.
scholarship@gmail.com by the deadline.

Scholarship awards will be presented at
a future ceremony at the Rivard-Simmons
Rotary Event Center, with funds paid di-
rectly to recipients’ college or university
financial aid departments.

HELPING FAMILIES PLAN
FOR THE FUTURE

Estate Planning
Medicaid and Long Term Care Planning

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

e FREE CONSULTATION!

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

e NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for

active men & women

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists

e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay

e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

BRANDON
813-651-9484

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

56336-1

TAMPA
813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com - APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

Powers of Attorney
Guardian Advocacy

Probate and Trust Administration

H THE LAW OFFICES OF

LAURIE E. OHALL ™

Laurie Ohall
FL Board Certified

HONOR EDUCATE

(813)438-8503 | WWW.OHALLLAW.COM
1464 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL

PROTECT Elder Law Attorney

520
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$299' OR MORE!

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Coupon Expires 04/30/2026

Celebrating 45 Years of Staying Cool!
v In-Store Warranties v Parts & Services Available v Locally Owned

Aria

LARGEST SELECTION OF
INDOOR & OUTDOOR
FANS ANYWHERE!
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NEW SEASON, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Hlging Bugers & Sellers Make Maves with confidened
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

. o _f

11339 HAWKS FERN DR | 505 SBAYBLVD 10904 HACKNEY DR 11724 WROUGHT PINE LOOP
3BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + SOLAR 5BR/5BA/2CAR + POOL + DOCK + 5BR/2BA/3CAR CARPORT + FLORIDA 4BR/2.5BA/3CAR + LOFT + OFFICE +
POWER SYSTEM WATERFRONT ROOM + 6.13 ACRES + POND POOL & OUTDOOR KITCHEN

§742,000 $3,195,000 $985,000 $675,000

=

15303 VALENCIA DEL SOL ST 2413 BAYSHORE BLVD #1903 205 2ND AVE SE 4736 WOODS LANDING LN
3BR/3.5BA/3CAR + BONUS + 4BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE -+ FABULOUS 3BR/1BA + BONUS + .28 ACRES 4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT + FENCED YARD
FL%F;IngAO%%OM [3$%Y7;/|(|)5(\)/2/)S $275,000 $499,000

16158 AMETHYSTKEYDR 10811 PROVIDENCEOAKSDR 4739 WHITE SANDERLING CT 219 MANGROVE SHADE CIR
3BR/2BA/2CAR + CONSERVATION LOT 3BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL 2BR/2.5BA/1CAR + WATERVIEW 3BR/2.5BA/1CAR
$325,000 $475,000 $239,000 $299,000

I i

13706 OSPREY FERN LN 10434 EIC HOLLOW DR 11474 CAPTIVA KAY DR 1511 ORACLE DR
5BR/4BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL/SPA 3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + FENCED YARD 2BR/2BA/2CAR + POND VIEWS 3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + OFFICE + POOL
$845,000 $397,000 $255,000 $550,000
DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER EAR
) Direct: 813-924-8677 Sk

Az __ Office: 813-655-5333
BREND. ADE Brenda@BrendaWade.com

Signature 'Rud'fg ssaciates WWW, B ren d d Wa d e.Com

Top Producer

2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596
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HILLSBOROUGH AGENCIES HELP
RESIDENTS FIGHT FRAUD

Hillsborough
County is a fast-ris-
ing slice of the
American pie, but
beneath the pros-
perity a shadow
economy of con artists exists, preying on
residents’ personal data and financial hold-
ings. Against this threat, awareness and
preparation can serve as defenses.

The jury duty scam targets the citizen's
fear of the law, involving a phone call or text
that lies about missing jury duty. There's a
demand for immediate payment, often in
the form of a gift card or wire transfer. Ac-
cording to Hillsborough County Sheriff Chad
Chronister, that's a red flag for fraud.

“Legitimate courts will never ask for
sensitive information or payment over the
phone,” he said in an official Hillshorough
County Sheriff's Office YouTube video. “If
you receive a call or a message about jury
duty, take a moment to verify its authentic-
ity."

You can verify the matter by calling the
Hillsborough County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller's Office at 813-276-8100, nev-
er using the number provided by the caller.

The hot real estate market means prop-
erty is as good as gold, and criminals steal
it by filing false documents that transfer a

By Brad Stager

home to them.
To be vigilant, a
property owner
wes should enroll in
— B the fraud alert
system offered
by the Hillsbor-
ough  County
Clerk of Court
~ and Comptrol-
ler's Office. This
~ notification sys-
i tem provides an
¥ instant warning
" of office-related
activity regard-
ing their proper-
ty. You can learn
more about the property fraud alert service
and register online at https://hillsclerk.com/.

Scams targeting human emotion are
where the fraudster poses as a desperate
grandchild, a lawyer or a cop and calls with a
catastrophic tale of a fabricated crisis. They
demand immediate, secret cash to resolve a
disaster. It is an exploitation of the powerful
obligation to family for quick, easy money. If
a family member calls with an emergency,
ask them a question only they would know
the answer to, or simply call them back on a
number you know is theirs.

Similarly, the romance scam involves a
virtual life of faked intimacy, with the scam-
mer inventing a financial emergency and
begging the victim for money, promising a
reunion that hinges on a timely bank trans-
fer.

The essential rule for navigating the dan-
ger of fraud is virtually written in stone: Ver-
ify, don't trust. Never send money, gift cards
or personal information based on a voice
that called you, or a contact that appears
randomly on a screen.

TcH | IMAGING

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGH Imaging provides
screening and diagnostic
expertise in a wide

range of technologically
advanced imaging
services to get you the
answers you've been
looking for. We offer
convenient locations near
you in Brandon, Riverview,
and Sun City Center.

. 427 S. Parsons Ave, Ste. 100
« 3350 Bell Shoals Rd
+10621Big Bend Rd

+ 3862 Sun City Center Blvd

Scan to Find More Locations
Throughout Tampa Bay

olgsan

(813) 489-5120

-~

CARROLLWOOD

FL-618

SOUTH
TAMPA

TAMPA

US|301

FL-618 175

pAY

BRANDON

pke

ke

us 301

APOLLO
BEACH
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J

TGHimaging.com
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RIVERVIEW HIGH SCHOOL SEEKS
FOOTBALL COACHES AS SHARKS BUILD
ON PLAYOFF SEASON

Riverview
High School is
actively seek-
ing to expand
its football
coaching staff
as the Sharks
build on recent
success  and
prepare  for
the upcoming
season in Flor- fo
ida’s Class 6A.

The River- |
view football &
program  is

looking to fill Riverview High School’s football program is seeking coaches at multi- ¢

Staff Report

Com-
munity
coaches,
~includ-
ing those
who are
W not  cur-
rently
l teach-
ers, are
| strongly
encour-
" aged to
.apply
_ Teaching
positions
the

several coach- Ple positions as the Sharks prepare for the upcoming Class 6A season ¢« o o |

ing positions,
including linebackers (LB), defensive line
(DL), defensive backs (DB), running backs
(RB), wide receivers (WR), tight ends (TE)
and offensive line (OL). The openings come
after a strong 2025 campaign, in which
the Sharks finished with a 6-4 record and
earned a berth in the state playoffs, sig-
naling continued growth for the program.

School officials said the focus of the
search is on committed, high-character
individuals who are passionate about de-
veloping student athletes both on and off
the field. While prior coaching experience
is welcomed, it is not required. The pro-
gram is open to both seasoned coaches
and those looking to begin or grow their
coaching careers.

"We are looking for men who are willing
to invest in our year-round program,” the
school shared. “"If you are committed to
our athletes and our culture, we are com-
mitted to investing in you through training
and development.”

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAST.

Iy TIE B
ENGINEERS

Lowest Pricing on
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
10524 CR 672 | 813-199-0884 1 NOW OPEN! l

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview | 813-499-9606
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed

Jollowing a 6-4 record and a state playoff appearance in 2025.

'25% OFF ez

| Valid for conventional and fulls

are cur-
rently limited, though additional open-
ings may become available as the district
moves into April and the summer months.
Being a teacher is not a requirement to
join the football staff.

Riverview High School is part of Hills-
borough County Public Schools and serves
students in grades nine through 12. The
school is located at 11311 Boyette Rd. in
Riverview. Additional information about
the school and its programs can be found
at http://riverviewhs.mysdhc.org/.

Interested candidates are asked to sub-
mit a resume and references to Antonio
Rodriguez at antonio.rodriguez@hcps.net.
Questions may also be directed by phone
at 813-815-0310.

With a playoff appearance already on
the books, Riverview High School hopes
to add dedicated coaches who will help
continue building a competitive program
while mentoring student athletes for suc-
cess beyond the football field.

10-MINUTE FULL SERVICE 0IL CHANGE

——_—_—————_—1

fynthetlc oil changes I
er.

Not to be combined with any other o
e

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

!$40 OFF BRAKES &

Includes Free Brake Inspection g |

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp:413012026 I

,_J’"
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52ND SUN 'N FUN AEROSPACE EXPO
PROMISES HIGH-
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

Riverview
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FLYING FUN AND

Aviation en- e
thusiasts and
families alike are
gearing up for the -
52nd SUN ' FUN | % Je-
Aerospace Expo, | o
set for April 14- @
19, 2026, at Lake-
land Linder Inter- 2
national Airport.
Recognized  as
one of the world’s
largest  aviation
events, the week-
long expo prom-
ises  high-flying
excitement with
daily and nightly
airshows,  edu-
cational forums, |
on-site camping, E
and live enter-
tainment.

This year's event features a special ex-
tended Night Airshow on Wednesday,
April 15, and a milestone 50th-anniver-
sary celebration of the Red, White & Blue
aerobatic team. Attendees can also take
part in camping options, including early
arrival sites starting April 11. Registration
for camping opens April 7, 2026.

Adding a special touch to the opening
night festivities, eight honorable World
War II veterans will be honored during
the Opening Night Concert on Tuesday,
April 14, at the Warbird Ramp. The eve-
ning kicks off at 5 PM with performances
by Angie K, Thomas Mac, and headliner
Cooper Alan. This patriotic tribute is in-
cluded with daily admission, ensuring ev-
ery visitor can join the salute to America’s

»*QW?ﬂw”

AEROSPACE EXPO
<

Staff Report

The expo con-
tinues the Frank-
lin family's legacy
of showmanship,
= led today by
2 Kyle Franklin, a
third-generation
pilot and profes-
sional wingwalk-
er. Franklin's ca-
reer spans more
than 25 vyears
and includes
~ jaw-dropping
acts like comedy
~ flying, motorcy-
cle-to-airplane
transfers,  and
thematic  per-
formances such
as Pirated Skies
and Dracula. To-
gether with his wife, Liz, Kyle continues
to push the boundaries of airshow enter-
tainment while honoring his family's de-
cades-long tradition.

EarlyBird tickets are $45 for daily gen-
eral admission and $170 for weekly, rising
to $50 and $180 respectively at the gate.
Youth tickets (13-17) are $20 daily/$70
weekly, while children 12 and under are
free. Parking is $20 onsite and available
online in advance for $10. For more infor-
mation on schedules, performers, and tick-
eting, visit the official SUN 'n FUN website
at www.flysnf.org.

With thrilling performances, education-

: Get 5% off per month!

TWIN
CREEKS

ASSISTED LIVING &
MEMORY CARE

We treasure every resident and provide
personalized, enriching experiences that
brighten each day. Live as independently as
you like in assisted living or benefit from our
specially designed memory care services. We
recognize retired military and first responders
with 5% off each month!

Call 813.278.5802 today
to schedule a tour or request
more information.

TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd.
Riverview, FL 33569

HONORING OUR NATION'’S HEROES

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

al experiences, and unforgettable night
shows, SUN 'n FUN 2026 promises to be

an aviation event not to be missed.

TN

li aLf etorm
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thlany other of#er
nitations éy apply
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DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES BREAKS
GROUND ON BUNGALOWS IN WATERSET

David Weekley s
Homes, one of the Fie
largest  private-
ly held national
home builders, is
breaking ground §
on its newest !
model homes, The |
Rosbach and The |
Hornbeam, in the [&
upcoming Apollo %8
Beach community |
of Waterset Bun-
galow Series.

In Waterset
Bungalow Series,
buyers will be able to select from four
1-story floor plans ranging in size from
approximately 1,527-1,707 square feet
of living space with three bedrooms, two
full baths, one half bath and one to two-
car garages. The homes are situated in
clusters of four single-family homes that
share a common driveway. The Rosbach
model home will showcase 1,550 square
feet with two bedrooms, two full baths,
a study and a two-car garage, while
The Hornbeam model home will feature
1,707 square feet of living space with
three bedrooms, two full baths and a
two-car garage.

Homeowners in Waterset will have ac-
cess to the Waterset Club, featuring a
resort-style swimming pool with slides,
a lap pool, a fitness room, a game room
and a gathering space; an amenity cen-
ter with sports courts for sand volley-
ball, basketball, tennis and pickleball;
The Landing Club, which includes a pool
and fitness center; multiple communi-
ty parks, fitness stations, playgrounds,
scenic views and a splash zone for kids
at Lakeside Picnic Park; and a dog park

K L

David Weekley Homes recently broke ground on its newest
model homes, The Rosbach and The Hornbeam, in the
Waterset Bungalow Series.

Staff Report

= \with  dedi-

: prox-
&= imity to the
& South Coast
® Greenway,
| the  Water-
set Trailhead,
. Apollo Beach
A and  Tampa
Bay, as well
as easy ac-
cess to Bran-
don, downtown Tampa and Sarasota via
I-75. Students within the community
will attend Hillshorough County Public
School District schools.

For more information about David
Weekley Homes in Waterset, contact
813-774-4155.

About David Weekley Homes

David Weekley Homes, founded in
1976, operates in 19 markets across the
United States and is headquartered in
Houston, Texas. David Weekley Homes
was the first builder in the United
States to be awarded the Triple Crown
of American Home Building, an honor
which includes 'America’s Best Builder,’
‘National Housing Quality Award’ and
‘National Builder of the Year. Weekley
Homes has been recognized 19 times by
Great Place to Work and Fortune maga-
zine as one of the 100 Best Companies
to Work For. Since its inception, David
Weekley Homes has closed more than
130,000 homes. For more information
about David Weekley Homes, visit the
company’'s website at www.davidweek-
leyhomes.com.

M|
MYERS LAW

e Criminal Defense

e Family Law
Mediation

e Personal Injury
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HART LAUNCHES NEXT-GENERATION
HARTPLUS SUV INTO SERVICE

Staff Report

e

The Hillsborough Transit Authority
(HART) is proud to announce the debut of
the first of 36 new HARTPlus paratransit
SUVs entering revenue service. The new
HARTPIus SUVs — 2025 Ford Interceptor
Utility models — represent a significant
step toward modernizing mobility and
enhancing service for paratransit riders
throughout Hillsborough County.

HARTPlus is HART's door-to-door,
shared-ride paratransit service for individ-
uals with disabilities in Hillsborough County
who are unable to access or independently
use the regular fixed-route bus system.

The new SUVs are designed to improve
service delivery and accessibility for cus-
tomers who depend on HARTPIus. Key ben-
efits include:

* Greater flexibility in navigating neigh-
borhood streets and medical campuses.

e Improved response times and service
efficiency thanks to greater fleet availabili-
ty and lower operating costs.

* Enhanced passenger comfort, including
an easy-to-remove seat cover to accommo-
date service animals.

e Modern safety technology and re-
al-time connectivity.

Each SUV introduces a new generation
of onboard technology to strengthen safe-
ty, communication and operational aware-

ness. The vehicles
are equipped with
multiple IP cam-
eras, including an
AngelTrax ~ Vulcan
dual-windshield
camera with inte-
grated AI safety
capabilities and a
14-channel  mobile
DVR system to en-
hance incident vis-
ibility and protect
both riders and operators.

Ford Pro Telematics supports vehicle
health and utilization monitoring, GPS
tracking, maintenance scheduling, remote
locking and driver coaching. Additional
technology includes a Garmin DriveSmart
86 GPS for navigation and a CradlePoint
wireless router to ensure reliable system
connectivity.

These enhancements integrate seam-
lessly with HART's existing Computer-Aid-
ed Dispatch/Automatic Vehicle Location
(CAD/AVL) system, giving dispatchers
greater real-time visibility into operations
while supporting operators in maintaining
on-time performance and prioritizing safe
driving. Collectively, these investments
reinforce HART's commitment to provid-
ing safe, clean and reliable transportation
across the community.

The new SUVs will primarily serve HART-
Plus customers who do not require mobili-
ty devices, allowing for more efficient and
flexible trip scheduling.

Additional HARTPIus SUVs are expected
to enter service in the coming months as
part of HART's continued commitment to
modernizing its paratransit fleet.

For more information about HART ser-
vice, visit www.gohart.org.

o dog’s ocasis away froy, ho

DOG DAYCARE « LODGING - TRAINING - SPA SERVICES

50% off 1st 3 Nights For New Lodging Guests _}

Local, Family Owned and Operated 4
Celebrating 17 Years & N

(.a'(i‘ine Cahna b
. e

3 [

Dawn Myers
Attorney at Law

FORMER PROSECUTOR
ExPERIENCE YouU CAN TRuUST
DEFENSE You CAN CounT ON

(813)493-DAWN

www.myerslawpa.com
3419 Brook Crossing Drive, Brandon, FI 33511
dawn@myerslawpa.com

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
JuDICIAL SYSTEM?

e Divorce

DAWN MYERS IS AVAILABLE TO PRESENT

13 Secrets
of the 13th Circuit

& all are public knowledge

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SCHEDULE THIS PRESENTATION.

Offering a Safe, Fun, Expert Care - N
7 Days a Week / 365 Days a Year A o o

9708 Carr Road, Riverview 33569 « (just off Boyette Rd., 1 mile West of Bell Shoals Rd)
(813)672-WOOF (9663) - www.CanineCabana.BIZ

info@caninecabana.biz ("} #CanineCabanaFlorida

NOW OPEN!
Fish Fry
Fridays

All You Gan Eat
for $14.99

Open Tuesday through Sunday
1:00am - 2:30pm
Friday 7:00am - 8:30pm
9992 US 301 S, Riverview

(813)252-8526

$9 OFF $25

Must present Coupon.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Expires 4/7/2026
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CLERK HOSTS VALENTINE'S VOWS
AT TIE THE KNOT CEREMONY

Riverview
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FROM MANATEES TO SEA TURTLES,
PLASTICS TAKE A DEADLY TOLL

T

Valentine's Day once again proved to be
one of the most popular dates for couples
ready to say "I do,” as dozens celebrated
their love during the Hillsborough Clerk of
Circuit Court & Comptroller's Office’s an-
nual Tie the Knot Ceremony. The special
event took place on February 14 at Joe
Chillura Courthouse Square in downtown
Tampa.

Hillsborough County Clerk of Circuit
Court & Comptroller Victor D. Crist offici-
ated the group wedding ceremony, uniting
approximately 40 couples during the Val-
entine's Day celebration. Participation was
limited to couples who preregistered and
obtained marriage licenses through the
Hillsborough County Clerk of Circuit Court
& Comptroller prior to the event.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, each
couple received a special commemorative
marriage certificate to mark the occa-
sion. Official certificates of marriage were
mailed within one week following the cere-
mony. In recognition of Valentine's Day, the
clerk waived the standard $30 ceremony
fee, although regular marriage license fees
still applied. The ceremony was conduct-
ed in English, with accommodations that
included an American Sign Language in-

Staff Report

terpreter as well as Spanish-language ser-
vices to ensure accessibility.

Crist brought decades of public service
experience to the event. His career includ-
ed 10 years as a Florida state senator,
eight years as a state representative and
eight years as a Hillsborough County com-
missioner. During his legislative tenure,
Crist played a key role in justice reform and
fiscal oversight, including helping to craft
Florida's $4 billion statewide justice bud-
get and leading the transition to a unified,
state-funded court system under Article V
of the Florida Constitution.

As one of Hillsborough County's seven
elected constitutional officers, the Clerk
of Circuit Court & Comptroller's Office ful-
filled more than 1,000 constitutional and
statutory responsibilities and employed
more than 700 staff members, making it
the second-largest constitutional office in
the county. The clerk’s duties encompassed
both court-related services and financial
oversight for county government.

For the couples who tied the knot, the
ceremony offered a meaningful blend of \
tradition and public service — a memora-
ble beginning to married life in the heart
of Tampa.

Staff Report
A small piece threat.

of plastic — no "The  sci-
larger than a ence is clear,”
baseball — can $9 y Dr.  Murphy
be enough to My =% said. "Plas-
kil an adult ™% ° tic  pollution
Florida mana- is killing
tee, according wildlife, but
to new findings proven solu-

from  Ocean |
Conservancy.
The organiza-
tion is sound-
ing the alarm
as plastic pollution continues to harm
and kill marine wildlife across Florida’s
waterways.

Ocean Conservancy reports that man-
atees, sea turtles, seabirds, dolphins and
whales are ingesting plastic at alarming
rates, often with fatal consequences.
Nearly one in six Florida manatees ex-
amined after death were found to have
plastic in their digestive systems, and one
in 25 died directly because of it.

Sea turtles are especially vulnerable.
According to the organization's research,
nearly 70 percent of loggerhead sea tur-
tles ingest plastic during their lifetimes.
Even more concerning, just a teaspoon of
plastic can be fatal to a newly hatched
green sea turtle, whose digestive system
can easily become blocked.

"These animals aren't just encountering
plastic — they're mistaking it for food,”
said Jon Paul 'JP’ Brooker, Ocean Conser-
vancy's director of Florida conservation.
"Once ingested, it can cause starvation,
internal injuries or death.”

Dr. Erin Murphy, Ocean Conservancy's
manager of ocean plastics research and
lead author of the study, emphasized that
plastic pollution remains a preventable

tions exist to
stop it at the
source.”

Ocean Con-

~ servancy re-
leased the full findings of its research on
February 12, along with recommenda-
tions for state and local leaders to reduce
plastic pollution and protect Florida's
most vulnerable marine species. The or-
ganization said policy changes, improved
waste management and community ac-
tion can significantly reduce plastic en-
tering waterways.

Local waterways, including areas such
as Apollo Beach Preserve, are critical
habitats for manatees and other marine
life and are directly impacted by plastic
debris from land-based sources.

For more than 50 years, Ocean Con-
servancy has worked to deliver sci-
ence-based solutions to protect the ocean
and the people and wildlife that depend
on it. Through research, policy advocacy
and public engagement, the organization
continues to address plastic pollution, cli-
mate change and biodiversity loss.

Experts warn that without immediate
action, plastic pollution will continue to
take a deadly toll on Florida’s iconic ma-
rine animals — a loss that is both tragic
and avoidable.

Apollo Beach Preserve is located at
6760 Surfside Blvd. in Apollo Beach.

There's never been a
better time to quit
with Group Quit

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for

their attendance.*

Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents
regardless of insurance status. Upon class

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,
or lozenges.**

Pre-registration required

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

*while supplies last
**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

Learn more about all of Tobacco Free Florida’s tools and
services at TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.

N0l UST AREA HEALTH

P EDUCATION CENTER
AHEC EEe
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GASPARILLA MUSIC FESTIVAL
ANNOUNCES 2026 LINEUP

March 2026

LOCALLY OWNED SOUTHERN CONSTRUCTION
CELEBRATES A DECADE OF BUILDING TRUST

By Olivia Clark
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the construction and restoration industry.
Since its founding in 2015, the company has
grown into a trusted contractor serving res-
idential and commercial clients throughout
the region.

Over the past 10 years, Southern Con-
struction has expanded its capabilities to
include both general construction and com-
prehensive restoration services. Its work
ranges from residential and commercial con-
struction projects to emergency response
following water, fire, mold and storm-relat-
ed damage. The company maintains proper
state licensing and industry certifications,
allowing it to manage complex projects
while meeting safety and quality standards.

"Reaching 10 years is a significant mile-
stone — proof that our steady hard work
has built a trusted, sustainable company,”
said Blair Johnson, president of Southern
Construction. “It's a proud moment for our
team and partners, showing we deliver con-
sistently and that our relationships with cli-
ents and the community truly matter.”

Several milestones over the decade helped
shape the company’s direction and growth.

"Responding to Hurricanes Ian, Milton
and Helene expanded our restoration capa-
bilities so we could better serve residential
and commercial clients when they needed
us most,” Johnson said.

As Southern Construction enters its sec-
ond decade, the company is focused on
strengthening its internal operations while
preparing for future growth. Investments
in workforce development and emergency
planning remain key priorities.

"What excites us most about the future
is developing our team at Southern Con-
struction,” Johnson said. "We are investing
in workforce training to deliver higher-qual-
ity, more efficient projects. Expanding our
emergency response plans deepens our
partnerships with clients and the communi-
ty, allowing us to take on bigger challenges
and make a lasting regional impact.”

With a decade of experience behind it,
Southern Construction continues building
on a foundation of reliability, adaptability
and community-focused service.

For more information, visit the website at
www.southernconstruction.net.

PINCH-A-PENNY
POOLPATIO-SPA

CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT & REPAIR
RENOVATIONS
NEW CONSTRUCTION

813-951-4789

11339 Big Bend Road, Riverview

added to the line-
up include Shakey ()
Graves, Jai Wolf, '
Drive-By Truckers, Bryce Vine, GZA, Kaitlin
Butts, East Nash Grass, Future and Tom G.

"We are really excited to have such a vi-
brant mix of legendary performers, emerg-
ing artists and homegrown talent for 2026,"
said David Cox, executive director of the
Gasparilla Music Foundation.

The festival will be announcing its full
daily lineup with more band additions in the
coming weeks. Additionally, the festival has
more exciting announcements coming, in-
cluding its highly anticipated food lineup, the
return of its free GMF Kids Fest and some
new, unique activations at the fest.

The three-day festival will take place
across 11.5 acres just north of the Water
Street Tampa district at 101 S. Meridian
Ave., known as Meridian Fields, placing the
festival in the heart of one of downtown
Tampa's most energized districts. Addition-
ally, the festival will include live performanc-
es and a free stage throughout the Water
Street Tampa district.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! @ GMFYICKETS.COM

than a decade,
growing into a
signature high-
light of Tampa's Gasparilla season.

Weekend passes to the festival start at
$100, and single-day tickets are available,
starting at $55 for general admission and
$135 for VIP, at www.gmftickets.com.

For more information, tickets and sched-
ules, visit www.gasparillamusic.com.

About the Gasparilla Music Festival

The 2026 Gasparilla Music Festival will
be its 14th edition and is produced by the
501(c)(3) Gasparilla Music Foundation. The
festival will take place at Meridian Fields,
a new venue in downtown Tampa, and will
feature 40 bands performing on multiple
stages. The festival includes a broad range of
musical genres, and past festival performers
at the Gasparilla Music Festival have includ-
ed Brandi Carlile, The Avett Brothers, Louis
the Child, Nas, Cage the Elephant, The Roots,
Billy Strings and hundreds more.

The Gasparilla Music Foundation works to
provide musical instruments to Title I class-
rooms and support to local musicians.

Looking For a Local Insurance Agent?
Look no further than

IRON ROCK

INSURANCE!

IRON ROCK INSURANCE is a team of LOCAL AGENTS specializing
in providing quality protection for you and yours. We
insure homes, autos,

boats and much morel

Katie, Licensed Agent

Lisa Hast

Torie, Licensed Agent

Managing Partner

[=]
Mk

0

Scan code Now
for a quote!

Kate, Licensed Agent

Amanda, Licensed Agent

Inou-ﬂum“ncx
B138=213=-0600

400 Frandorson Circle, Apollo Beach

813-213-9600 |

IronRockins.com
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ADVENTURE, PIRATES AND MAGIC TAKE
CENTER STAGE AT THE 2026 BAY AREA
RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Riverview
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FAMILIES HOST WALK-4-CMT SET TO
RAISE AWARENESS OF DISEASE

By Brad Stager

Staff Report

The Bay Area Return-
Renaissance ing by
Festival returns 8 popular
in 2026 with { demand,
an  expanded il the Wick-
lineup of im- § ed Wand
mersive attrac- Workshop
tions designed has  been
to deliver more expanded
adventure, LS , £ for 2026.
creativity and i = BRSNS Guests can

excitement for guests of 20
all ages. Now in its 48th
year, the beloved season-
al tradition is introducing
three all-new and en-
hanced experiences that
add action, imagination and swashbuckling
fun throughout the festival village.

One of the most anticipated additions is
the Knights Ninja Challenge, a free, high-en-
ergy obstacle course that blends medieval
valor with modern athleticism. Festivalgo-
ers are invited to test their strength, speed
and balance as they dash, duck and climb
through a series of physical challenges. De-
signed for friendly competition and spec-
tator excitement alike, the course brings a
fast-paced, interactive element that adds a
new level of energy to the grounds.

Also making its debut this season is Buc-
caneer Bay, a pirate-themed port filled with
music, crafts and seaside revelry. The lively
area features a themed pirate bar, a dedi-
cated performance stage offering enter-
tainment throughout the day and hands-on
activities for younger adventurers, including
a spyglass craft station. Festival organizers
said additional family-friendly elements and
treats will be added as the season contin-
ues, further expanding the bustling coastal
hideaway.

26 _Bay Area
‘Renaissance
Testival

once again design
and decorate a free
custom wand using
colorful paints, glit-
tering accents and
whimsical charms.
The much-loved Wand Testing Ceremony
also returns, giving each creator a playful,
magical reveal. With added space and en-
hanced decor, the experience offers even
more room for imagination and creativity.

Together, these new and enhanced at-
tractions make 2026 one of the most dy-
namic seasons yet for the festival. With
obstacle-course heroics, pirate adventures
and hands-on, magical crafting, visitors
will find plenty of new reasons to explore
the village and create lasting memories.

The Bay Area Renaissance Festival
takes place at 12838 Auton Rd. in Dade
City, running during weekends from now
through Sunday, March 29, from 10 a.m.-6
p.m., rain or shine.

The festival features themed weekends,
jousting, live performances and artisan
vendors. Discounted tickets are available
at participating Circle K locations, with
coupons offered at participating Papa
John's locations. For more, visit https://
bayarearenfest.com/ or follow (@ba-
yarearenfest on social media.

Families
united by the
challenges  of |
Charcot-Ma-
rie-Tooth  dis-
ease (CMT) §
are taking a
proactive step
to combat this
neuromuscular
condition. The
local chapter of
the  Charcot-Ma-
rie-Tooth  Associa-
tion (CMTA) is or-
ganizing the Tampa
Bay Area Walk-4-
CMT and Family
Picnic to raise awareness about the disease.

CMT is a hereditary neurological disor-
der, frequently showing up in childhood or
early adolescence. The disease gradually
worsens over the course of a patient's nor-
mal lifespan. This progressive deteriora-
tion stems from damage to the peripheral
nerves, impairing communication between
the brain and the limbs.

Ultimately, this nerve damage results in
the progressive loss of muscular function
and mobility. Patients experience increas-
ing weakness and atrophy in the affected
muscles, leading to deformities, difficul-
ty walking and problems with fine motor
skills. The profoundly cumulative impact on
physical function is typically slow, spanning
decades, requiring those affected to con-
tinually adapt to their diminishing physical
capabilities.

Tampa Bay, FL CMTA Branch leader Ed
Linde was diagnosed with the disease at
the age of 5, and more than 60 years lat-
er he looks back and credits CMTA with
helping him learn how to adapt to the dis-

Funny Nr"?!.ﬂe = .S{Z-r'i-':.-us- Di |
| Charcot-Matie-Tooth |

D-Marig__-" ) 4/ |

Charcot-Marie-Tooth Association

4 ease to live a
& full life with a
SRR family, career
@8-' and  hobbies,
) R like riding mo-
3 torcycles and
bowling.

"As an or-
ganization,
CMTA has
supported
me through-
out my lifetime
journey,” he said,
citing help with
accessing train-
ing and medical
resources.

Linde has written a book about his life
and experience with CMT titled Courage
Motivation Tenacity: Living with a Progres-
sive Disease. It provides insight into what
life can sometimes require of someone in
order to live as fully as possible and is avail-
able through Amazon.

This year marks a postpandemic return
of what is a popular event in the Tampa Bay
CMT community.

“This is the first one we've had since
COVID, so it's been a few years,” said Linde,
a Riverview resident.

The Tampa Bay Area Walk-4-CMT and
Family Picnic is from 10 am.-2 p.m. on
Sunday, March 29, at MacFarlane Park,
located at 1700 MacDill Ave. in Tampa.
There will be a quarter-mile shaded walk,
and attendees are asked to bring a covered
dish for sharing. You can register or make
a donation at https://cmtausa.org/tam-
pawalk/, and you can learn more about the
CMTA organization as well as information
about the disease itself at the website at
www.cmtausa.org.
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Alone we can do so little.
Together we can do so much. "

-Helen Keller
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Job Fair,
Firehouse
Spring Break
Camp & More...

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Your Next Career Opportunity
Awaits

Job seekers in the area have a reason g
to celebrate. ECHO, in partnership with =

New Hope Church and Better Together, }
is hosting a community job fair designed
to connect talent with opportunity on
Tuesday, March 31, from 10 am.-1 p.m.
This event promises a unique experience
that goes beyond the typical job fair. At-
tendees will have the chance for face-
to-face interviews with hiring managers
from reputable companies while also
accessing valuable resources to advance
their careers. For more details and to
register as a job seeker or employer, vis-
it https://bettertogetherus.org/events/
brandon-fl-job-fair-hosted-by-new-hope-
church/. New Hope Church is located at
121 N. Knights Ave. in Brandon.

Democratic Club

The East Hillsborough Democratic Club
welcomes all like-minded individuals to
its Tuesday, March 10, meeting being held
at the Brandon Crossroads Bowl, 609
Crater Lane in Tampa. The meeting be-
gins at 6:30 p.m., with a meet and greet
at 6 p.m. You will meet local candidates
at most meetings. For more information,
visit  https://easthillsboroughdems.org/,
email drew@drewvaugh.com or call 813-
645-6324.

Firehouse Cultural Center
Spring Break Camp
The Firehouse Cultural Cen-
ter invites young performers ages
7-14 to its Spring Break Musical
Theatre Camp, held from Monday
through Friday, March 16-20, 9
am.-3 p.m. Day campers will explore
music, costumes and set design while
rehearsing for a live stage performance
on the final day. Featuring songs from
Broadway favorites, including The Lion
King, Shrek, Mamma Mia and more.
. The cost is $199
- “E for the week.
e Space is limited,
early registration
is  encouraged;
you can register
at  https://fire-
housecultural-
center.org/. Fire-
house Cultural Center is located at 101 1st
Ave. NE in Ruskin.

Dinosaurs In Your Backyard!

Wait, what? A T. rex in your yard? Sort of!
Birds are the only living descendants of di-
nosaurs. Join the Eagle Audubon Society in
March as Dr. Julie Stocksdale explains how
dinosaurs evolved into today's birds, why
feathers and flight developed and what hap-
pened to the rest of the dinos (hint: BOOM!).

The Eagle Audubon Society, the South Hill-
shorough chapter of the National Audubon
Society, meets at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, located at 1239 W. Del Webb Blvd. in
Sun City Center on Monday, March 16. There
will be coffee at 1 p.m., with the program
starting at 1:30 p.m. The event is free and
open to all. Visit https://eagleaudubonflori-
da.org/ for more information.

Beth Israel Sisterhood Will Cele-
brate The Suffragists For Women’s

History Month
Suffragists advocated for women's right to

Riverview

vote using
peaceful
firehouse lobbying
cultural and con-
center stitutional
methods,
unlike their

counterparts in Great Britain, the suffrag-
ettes. Beth Israel Sisterhood will explore
their fascinating history and their ultimate
success on Tuesday, March 10, at 1 p.m. in
Beth Israel’s social hall, located at 1115 E. Del
Webb Blvd. in Sun City Center. Historian, Zil-
lah Green will tell stories of life for a wom-
an in 19th-century America and what really
happened during the 76-year journey to the
vote. Contact sisterhood@jcscc.org.

Summerfield Spring Market

Stop by the Summerfield Spring Market
from 10 am. on Saturday, March 14, and
shop over 70 vendors. A lot of your favorite
vendors will be there, as well as some new
ones; there will be something for everyone.
Remember to shop local. The Summerfield
Spring Market is located at 13011 Summer-
field Blvd. in Riverview.

Beth Israel Sisterhood’s

en’s Seder

Beth Israel Sisterhood is having a Wom-
en's Passover Seder Luncheon on Tuesday,
March 24, at 12 Noon in Beth Israel’s social
hall, located at 1115 E. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun
City Center. The Women's Seder has become
immensely popular, offering women the op-
portunity to infuse the Passover narrative
with women's voices and experiences. Come
join them in this beautiful, spiritual, and de-
licious event.

You don't need to be a member of Beth
Israel to join Beth Israel Sisterhood. Sister-
hood is a great way to meet other women
and share fun times while watching and par-
ticipating in interesting programs. To RSVP
for the Seder or to join Sisterhood, contact
Donna at sisterhood@jcscc.org.

Wom-
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Mt. Zion AME Church Riverview

Soul Food Festival

Join Mt. Zion AME Church Riverview,
on Saturday, March 28, for its annual
Soul Food Festival, a joyful celebration fea-
turing delicious cuisine, fellowship and com-
munity connection. This family-friendly event
brings together residents from across the
area to honor tradition and support impact-
ful ministry efforts.

Purchase tickets online at https://shorturl.
at/mr8xV. Mt. Zion AME Church is located at
5920 Robert Tolle Dr. in Riverview.

Women Of God Tampa Bay 5K Run

To Benefit Local Charities

Women of God, a local nonprofit women's
ministry, is a community of Christ-centered
women living out their faith through fellow-
ship, action and a life rooted in Christ. It rec-
ognizes the growing mental health crises and
is hosting the Stephanie & Iris Allen 5K Me-
morial Walk/Run to bring awareness, hope
and healing to the community through faith.
The event will take place at John Chesnut Sr.
Park, located at 2200 E. Lake Rd. S. in Palm
Harbor on Saturday, May 2. The benefiting
charities include Women of God Tampa Bay,
Hope for Her and One Another Counseling.
To register for the event, visit https://wom-
enofgodtampabay.org/5k-memorial/.

Blessing Bags Now Available From

Local Knights Of Columbus

Are you familiar with Blessing Bags?
These bags hold a large variety of items to
help the homeless. They are compact enough
to carry on the floor of your car or golf cart
and then hand out when you see a home-
less person. They are available to the public
at no cost. Blessing Bag from the Knights
of Columbus at the organization's monthly
pancake breakfast from 8-11 a.m. on Sunday,
March 15 and April 19. It is located in the
Conesa Center of Prince of Peace Catholic
Church at 702 Valley Forge Blvd. in Sun City
Center.
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Our office accepts many
Insurance Plans so we ask
A that you contact our staff
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your insurance coverage.
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TAMPA BAY CHAMBER BRINGS HOME
NATIONAL ABILENE AWARD FOR MILITARY
SUPPORT DURING HURRICANE RESPONSE

Riverview

PAMELLA LEE PHOTOGRAPHY CAPTURES MORE

Page 33

THAN JUST MEMORIES FOR HER CLIENTS

By Libby Hopkins

= photography from the Amer-
= jcan Advertising Federation
of Tampa Bay and is a mem-

PamElla Winslow, § W
a local photographer
and the owner of [

Staff Report
The Tampa Bay Force Base
Chamber,  South and the fam-
Tampa Chamber, ilies who call
Tampa Bay De- A Military  Bay,
fense Alliance, USA  home,
and the MacDill § said Dr. Bob
Support Group are Rohrlack, Pres-

proud to announce K
that the Tampa |@
Bay region has
been awarded the
2024 Abilene Trophy, recognizing the na-
tion's most outstanding community support
to an Air Mobility Command (AMC) base.
The award was officially announced by the
Abilene Military Affairs Committee in part-
nership with AMC and Air Force Reserve
Command Public Affairs offices.

In the announcement, Abilene AMC Civic
Leader Sam Nichols said, “For over eighty-
five years, the broad-based communities
in the greater Tampa area have delivered
continuous support to meet the needs of
Wing and Area Military families. Following
Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton their
incredible collaboration demonstrated their
outstanding commitment to MacDill Air
Force Base, its mission, their airmen, and
families.”

This prestigious award honors Tampa
Bay's decades-long commitment to the Air-
men and their families at MacDill Air Force
Base including extraordinary collaboration in
2024 through AirFest, education initiatives,
workforce programs, and an unprecedented
community response following Hurricanes
Helene and Milton.

The partnering organizations expressed
collective pride in the recognition.

“We are honored to receive the Abilene
Trophy, a testament to our community’s
longstanding commitment to MacDill Air

ident and CEO
j of the Tampa
| Bay Chamber.

"This  award
celebrates the strength of our partnerships
throughout Tampa Bay and the dedication
of our business and civic leaders who con-
sistently step forward in support of our mil-
itary.”

"The Abilene Trophy honors communities
that demonstrate exceptional, sustained
support for their Air Mobility Command
base. Tampa Bay's partnership with MacDill
Air Force Base is part of who we are, and
we are proud to see that commitment rec-
ognized. For more than eight decades, our
community has stood beside the men and
women of MacDill, supporting their mission,
their families, and their vital role in our na-
tion's defense,” said Kelly Flannery, President
and Chief Executive Officer, of the South
Tampa Chamber.

"TBDA expresses our sincere appreciation
to the Abilene Military Affairs Committee
for their selection of Tampa Bay as the re-
cipient of the 2024 Abilene Trophy,” Maj Gen
(ret) Larry Martin, president of TBDA, said.
“For decades, the Tampa Bay Region has
demonstrated its enduring commitment to
our military members, their families and the
air mobility mission, but never so much as
before and after the devastation of 2024's
hurricanes Helene and Milton.”

For more information, visit the website
www.tampabaychamber.com.

PamElla Lee Pho- !
tography, has the -
ability to catch some |
of the most amazing |
moments in people’s
lives. '

"My journey be- |
gan as an amateur

photographer Just s

wanting to take ¢ :

better pictures PamElla Winslow loves being able to

T — capture the fun and core memories of her
hurch ,,y \?V | Y dients Sheisa photographer and the own-

. 'udrC"A I 'nS|9V(\j’ er of PamElla Lee Photography.

said. "As I supplie : e

more photographs

of events and staff
for slideshows and
marketing material,
people began to ask
if I would also make
family portraits as
well. From there, my |
photography  busi- |
ness began.”

As she learned
more about pho-
tography, she real-
ized she wanted to learn more to further
her photography career, so she returned
to school to complete her Bachelor of Fine
Arts in digital photography.

"I finished my BFA at the age of 52 from
The Art Institute of Tampa and launched in
2016, Winslow said. "Attaining my degree
was actually the beginning of lifelong learn-
ing and growth to continue bringing techni-
cal excellence to my work. I've not stopped
running and I've never looked back; maybe
glanced in the ‘rear-view mirror, but no re-
grets.”

Winslow has received awards for her

.| ber of Professional Photogra-
s phers of America, the Amer-
can Advertising Federation,
the Society for Photographic
45 Education and the American
 Society of Media Photogra-
phers. Her photos have also
appeared in Tampa Bay Busi-
ness & Wealth magazine.

What Winslow loves most
about being a photographer
is working with her clients
and catching the fun or core
memories in the photos she
takes of them.

"T have always been a
people person and love to
capture genuine expressions,
whether formally posed or
candid, editorial images,”
Winslow said. “The most
important thing to me is the
experience my clients have
when working with me to
produce their pictorial story.
Most are not comfortable in
2 front of the camera, so it is
important to me to put everyone at ease
while participating in a session.”

Keeping things local is important to
Winslow as well.

"Being a local business owner in our
community it extremely important to me,”
Winslow said. "My clients are part of this
community, and they allow me to be part
of their most precious moments. They allow
me capture more than just memories.”

If you would like to learn more about
PamElla Lee Photography or hire her for
your next event, you can visit her website at
www.pamellalee.net or call 813-372-7916.

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code tolearn
more & register

JL. HCA Florida
1!' Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

UPCOMING CLASSES
Breastfeeding 101

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, March 14 | Saturday, March 28

Tuesday, March 10 | Sunday, March 15

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

Classes TBD

Infant Massage
Tuesday, March 31

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, March 19

Maternity Tour

Monday, March 23

health and wellness.
844.630.5295

4 BDRM/3 BATH IN MIRABAY!

$524,900

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

Todd Dysle ®
Cell: 813.503.4356 ‘
t.dysle@att.net

Going beyond client
expectations and
delivering an
industry leading
experience that
really wows clients.

Paula Dysle ®
Cell: 813.393.7015
PJOSU84@gmail.com

[813] 515-3464 | WWW.TRCODIRTY.COM
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New Manager At Flooring

Master

Heather Peterson is honored to serve
as the new retail manager at Flooring
Master Riverview.

Peterson brings over a decade of re-
tail leadership experience and, more impor-
tantly, a genuine passion for people and com-
munity. She believes a great store starts with
great relationships, and she is committed to
creating a warm, welcoming experience ev-
ery time you walk through its doors. Peterson
is proud to call Hillshorough County home;
she lives locally with her husband, their two
daughters, two dogs and a cat. Please stop
by the Flooring Master Riverview location,
at 11531 Balm Riverview Rd., and say hello.
It would truly appreciate the opportunity to
earn your business. Visit its website at www.
flooringmaster.com for more information
about the services offered.

Apollo Beach Motors

Apollo Beach Motors is the ‘Home of the
Car Deal' — it understands that finding the
perfect combination of quality and afford-
ability can be difficult. So, it has made it
its goal to provide Apollo Beach and the
surrounding areas with the best buying ex-
perience possible. Take a look through its
website to see what fits your needs best.
Every vehicle has had a 126-point inspec-
tion, and Apollo Beach Motors can help
with financing for every credit situation.
Visit its website at https://apollobeachmo-
tors.com/ to find out more and view cur-
rent inventory, or call 813-645-2227. Apol-
lo Beach Motors is located at 5301 N. U.S.
41 in Apollo Beach.

Chict-gitsx.

Riverview

Chick-fil-A Riverview Events

Chick-fil-A Riverview is hosting a
variety of Western-themed events
in March that are inspired by a new limit-
ed-time menu. Breakfast bingo will be held
in the lobby on Thursday, March 19, from
8:30 am-10 a.m,; your chance to meet a
real mini Highland cow at the Mini Cow
Meet and Greet will take place on Saturday,
March 21, from 3-5 p.m.; and Crafts With
the Cow will be held on Monday, March 23,
from 5-7 p.m. (while supplies last). Chick-
fil-A Riverview is located at 12810 Sum-
merfield Crossing Blvd. in Riverview. Visit
www.chick-fil-a.com/locations/fl/riverview
for more information.

Professional Pets Florida

Professional Pets Florida, based in Valrico,
is the premier provider of in-home pet-sit-
ting and dog-walking care in the Hillshor-
ough County area. Owned by Lauri Partanio,
a former certified animal control officer
and veterinary technician, Professional Pets
Florida is focused heavily on bringing vet-
erinary medicine and animal welfare to pet
sitting and dog walking locally.

“The 2026 pet parent is more educated
than ever. They don't just want a pet sitter;
they want a professional that treats their
pet like their own,” Partanio said.

For additional information, visit its web-
site at https://professionalpets.net/.
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Apex Sight Solutions

Apex Sight Solutions is a
premier property insight firm
that delivers top-tier resi-
dential inspection services,
enhanced by advanced aerial
technology. Its inspection services are for
homeowners that are buying, selling, build-
ing, maintaining or even refinancing their
home.

It recently added 203k consulting to its
services for the com-
munity. 203k loans
are back by HUD and
are for those who are
purchasing a home
that needs renova-
tions or are looking to
do improvements on thelr home and choose
to refinance and incorporate the renovation
costs into their loan. Apex Sight Solutions is
located at 11232 Boyette Rd., Unit 2088, in
Riverview. Visit https://apexsightsolutions.
com/ to find out more.

Navigator Acade-

my Leadership Day
Navigator Academy of
Leadership Valrico, locat-
ed at 1101 Bloomingdale
Ave. in Valrico, is excited

APEX SIGHT
SOLUTIONS

In Submit Business

to invite you to our upcom-
ing Leadership Day on Mon-
day, March 9.

This special event is an
opportunity for local busi-
ness and community lead-
ers to visit our campus,
meet our student leaders,
and see how the Leader in
Me program shapes the cul-
ture, confidence and leader-
ship of our students.

Royal Cleaners Celebrates Three

Years In Business

Three years ago, local residents Steven
Lewis and Nicholas Goines started help-
ing their neighbors by installing hurricane
shutters and
doing  other
odd jobs. Their
hard work and
willingness to
do what was
needed  has
built their com-
pany, Royal Cleaners, into what it is today
and enabled them to celebrate three years
of being in business. Royal Cleaners provides
you with ‘royal treatment’ and can help you
with junk removal, estate and hoarder clea-
nouts, construction clean-
ups, furniture delivery,
moving services and more.
Visit the company website
ghwww.royalcleanerllc.
com or call either 321-368-
1556 or 918-519-1164 to
find out more.

STEP INTO EXCELLENCE

FALL IN LOVE
WITH YOUR

@by
BFLOORINGUSAFL

LICENSED & INSURED | OWNERS DANNY BATTERBEE & JAY SPADOLA | OVER 40+ YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE

HARDWOOD ° CARPET ® TILE
LUXURY VINYL e CUSTOM CABINETRY

SHOPFLOORINGUSA.COM

VALRICO | 3654 LITHIA PINECREST RD | 813-359-9566
LAKELAND | 805 E PALMETTO ST |1 863-273-2308
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FLOORING USA

steplints|excellence

and more
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2709 E. College Ave., Ruskin, FL 33570

When cancer touches your life, every moment matters. Our state-of-the-art facility, located off I-75 in Ruskin,
brings advanced technology and compassionate expertise together to help improve outcomes and support
you at every step. Exceptional cancer care is here, close to your home, when you need it most.

To support you through diagnosis, treatment, and beyond, Moffitt at SouthShore provides access to essential
cancer care services, including:

Access to Groundbreaking Clinical Trials

Advanced Imaging, Diagnostic Clinics & Laboratories
Chemotherapy and Immunotherapy Treatments
Mammography & Lung Screenings

Medical Oncology & Radiation Oncology

No referral needed.

Call 1-888-MOFFITT
to schedule or visit
Moffitt.org/NewlinSouthShore
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BRIDGEWATER
LANDING

NOW LERSING

ELEVATE LIVING, SIMPLIFY LIFE.

It's your time to enjoy more. Downsize
without compromise in a thoughtfully
designed community of high-end, easy-
to-maintain apartments-where comfort, &
convenience, and an active lifestyle come &
together for adults 55 and better.

MONTHLY FEES INCLUDE-

v~ Full size in-home washer and dryer
v~ Water
v~ Wifi + 60 channels

CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 5790 STOCKPORT ST, RIVERVIEW, FL 33578
HEASING SPECIALS D TGP YoWnE CEuTeE

Discover More About The

Clubhouse Amenities & Events

Pool & Fitness Center
Curated Activities
Happy Hours & Themed Events
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'SUMMER 2026: DISCOVER THE BEST LOCAL
CAMPS FOR LEARNING, ADYENTURE AND FUN
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Spring is almost
here, and summer is
just around the cor-
ner — which means
now is the perfect
time to start plan-
ning a season full of
discovery, creativity
and fun. To help fam-
ilies get a head start,
the Osprey Observer
team has once again
rounded up the best local programs
for our annual Summer Camp Guide,
a special pullout section designed to
connect students with unforgetta-
ble summer opportunities across the
community.

From performing arts and STEM
to sports, outdoor adventures and
enrichment programs, this year's
guide highlights camps for nearly ev-
ery interest and age group. Budding
performers can take center stage
at Music Showcase and the Florida
Academy of Performing Arts, where
children immerse themselves in act-
ing, singing and dance through themed
musical theater camps. Young artists
can also explore dance, theater and
music through the Patel Conservato-
ry, which offers more than 100 camps

and classes taught by working pro-
fessionals. Music lovers won't want to
miss School of Rock, featuring genre-
themed camps for ages 7-18, or Cen-
ter For Dance Arts, known for its
wide range of dance instruction and
award-winning competition teams.

For hands-on creativity, AR Work-
shop provides engaging DIY camps
that build confidence and imagina-
tion, while Camp Mirage keeps kids
moving with action-packed mornings
full of creativity and play.

Families looking for outdoor or
traditional camp experiences will
find plenty of options, including Ce-
darkirk Camp & Conference Cen-
ter, Circle F Dude Ranch and Busch
Gardens Tampa Bay, which blends
thrilling rides with animal encoun-
ters and education. Horse lovers can

saddle up at TLC's Gypsy Haven, while
sports-minded campers can stay ac-
tive through Fellowship Church sports
camps or daily adventures at High 5
Inc.

Academic and STEM-focused fam-
ilies will appreciate enrichment op-
tions from Mathnasium, Skill Samurai
and Code Wiz, while Kids 'R’ Kids Cir-
ca FishHawk delivers themed camps
that blend learning with fun. With
more than 25 locations, YMCA of
Tampa Bay also offers something for
every camper, from arts and gym-
nastics to zip-lining and pool time.

Be sure to explore the full Sum-
mer Camp Guide for dates, pricing
and registration details — and don't
forget to enter our Summer Camp
Sweepstakes, where one lucky fami-
ly will win a free week of camp. With

so many outstand-
ing options, Sum-
mer 2026 is shap-
ing up to be one to
remember.

Families are en-
couraged to regis-
ter early, as many
camps fill quickly
and offer early-bird
discounts,  schol-
arships or flexible
scheduling options. Summer camps
provide more than entertainment —
they help children build confidence,
friendships and lifelong skills while
giving parents peace of mind. Wheth-
er your child wants to explore a new
passion or deepen an existing one,
this guide is your go-to resource for
planning a summer filled with growth,
joy and memorable experiences close
to home.

HIKING

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN FOR SUMMER 2026

At Circle F Dude Ranch Camp, we foster grit,
growth, and a love for the outdoors. With the
perfect blend of Western flair and classic camp fun, we
give kids the kind of summer they'll never forget. Located
in Lake Wales, campers 6 to 16 enjoy our overnight
experiences for one, two and three-weeks sessions.

DATES & RATES

www.circlefduderanchcamp.com

863-676-4113

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE
May 9th, 2026 - 10:00AM to 4:00PM

Meet our leadership team, try our activities, take a
tour, and learn more about summers on the ranch.

RSVP REQUIRED

info@circlefduderanch.com
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DANCE, THEATER AND MUSIC PROGRAMS
OFFERED AT STRAZ CENTER THIS SUMMER

Registration for
the 2026 summer
camps and classes
is now open at the
Patel Conservato-
ry, the accredited
performing  arts
school at the Straz
Center for the Per- !
forming Arts in downtown Tampa The sum-
mer session runs Monday, June 1, through
Friday, July 31, and the programs in dance,
theater and music are carried out for stu-
dents ages 3 through adult.

Each summer, the conservatory opens its
doors to those who want their first expe-
rience in the arts and to those who desire
more advanced, preprofessional training.
Families from across the Tampa Bay area
enroll in the programs, which offer both cre-
ative enrichment and more formalized skill
development during the summer months.
Classes are conducted by working artists
and experienced instructors in a profession-
al performing arts environment.

They can take dance courses in the Next
Generation Ballet Summer Intensive, which
has five, three and two-week sessions for
ages 11 through college, and dorm housing is
provided for older students. Younger danc-
ers can join the Junior Intensive and other
camps appropriate for their age, designed to
enhance their technique, strength, and per-
formance quality.

These students will get the chance to re-
hearse and perform in fully staged produc-

Ty

DAY CAMPS

& June 7 July 31st

@ For completed K - 5th grades
@ Lunch & snack provided

@ $230 per week

Early drop off and late

pickup available

By Olivia Clark

tions, like Seussi-
cal Jr. and Aladdin
KIDS, in which
they will get act-
ing, singing and
stage movement
experience. There
are other specialty
camps for funda-
mental acting skills and Shakespeare, and
older students have the chance to audition
for the Broadway Intensive production of
Catch Me If You Can.

Music offerings include jazz, choral and
chamber intensives; a singer-songwriter
camp; and a number of workshops focusing
on particular instruments. Younger students
also learn about composition, rhythm and
collaboration through weekly camps, like
The Science of Music and World Drumming
and Storytelling.

Tuition rates differ for each program,
with most weeklong camps costing $475
and multiweek intensive programs being
charged at higher rates depending on the
length of the program. Auditions or place-
ments are required for some programs be-
fore registration, and early enrollment is rec-
ommended since enrollment is limited.

For families requiring extended hours, pre-
camp and postcamp care are available five
days a week, Monday through Friday. Each
student pays a registration fee.

For schedules or to register, go to www.
patelconservatory.org. Call 813-222-1040
or email admissions(@strazcenter.org.

CEDARKIRK BLENDS FAITH, ADVENTURE
AND LEADERSHIP FOR SUMMER 2026

By Olivia Clark

Tucked away on 170
wooded acres along the
Alafia River, Cedarkirk
Camp and Conference
Center continues its
longstanding tradi-
tion of offering a place
apart for children and
teens to grow in faith
and community. Owned R
by the Presbyteries of Tampa
Bay and Peace River, Cedarkirk
has served the region since 1971
and welcomes more than 1,000
campers each summer.

While its residential camps re-
main a cornerstone of the minis-
try, Cedarkirk is placing added emphasis on
its growing day camp program. Mandy Goff,
Program Director, said the camp launched
day camp two years ago and saw participa-
tion more than double in its second year. In
response to family needs, Cedarkirk has add-
ed early drop-off from 8-8:30 a.m. and late
pick-up from 5-5:30 p.m. for an additional
fee.

"We are really trying to focus on our day
camp program and make it affordable for
families in this area,” said Goff.

Day camp serves students who have com-
pleted kindergarten through fifth grade. Ce-
darkirk is also piloting a small middle school
day camp during the final week of summer,
Monday, July 27, to Friday, July 31, with lim-
ited space available. Residential camps con-
tinue to run Sunday to Friday for students

who have complet-
ed third through
12th grade, while
Explorer Camp
provides a two-
night introduction
to overnight camp
for children who
have  completed
first through third
grade.

Goff explained that a typical
day camp day begins at 9 am.,
with drop-off beginning at 8:30
am. Campers join residential
campers for morning songs be-
fore rotating through scheduled
activity blocks that include zip lining, canoe-
ing on the river, climbing the rock wall, arts
and crafts and hiking. Campers swim daily,
weather permitting, and share family-style
lunches together. Each afternoon concludes
with Bible study, worship and snack before
pickup from 4:30-5 p.m.

Goff said creating community is central
to the experience. Technology is not permit-
ted, encouraging campers to build friend-
ships, engage with nature and participate in
shared traditions such as group songs and
family-style meals. With approximately 30
summer staff members and small day camp
groups of 12-14 campers per session, Ce-
darkirk continues to prioritize connection,
outdoor adventure and spiritual growth.

Learn more or register at www.cedarkirk.
campbrainregistration.com.

RE AT

CEDARKIRK &
2 CAMF

B

H

& Nurturing staff
& Starting at $555

OVERNIGHT CAMPS

& June 7th - July 24th
& For completed 1st - 12th grades
@ 3-day & 6-day experiences

Located in Lithia, FL

Scan for
more
information
and to
register

Contact
| Information

813-685-4224
camps@cedarkirk.org

www.cedarkirk.org

1920 Streetman Drive
Lithia, FL 33547




A LOOK INTO HIGH 5'S SUMMER CAMP
PROGRAM FOR AGES 5-12

High 5 Inc. is a mul-
tipurpose facility com-
mitted to positively im-
pacting the community.
Located in Brandon, High
5's programs are divided
into five pillars: learn to
swim, special needs edu-
cation, after-school care,
sports and recreation and
community partnerships.

From Monday, June
through Friday, August 7, H|gh
5 offers summer camp for
ages 5-12. This weekly pro-
gram is Monday through Fri-
day, 7 a.m.-6 p.m., for the main
campus, and Monday through
Thursday, 7 am.-6 p.m., for
the off-site campus at Bevis Elementary
School.

A typical day at the main summer camp
consists of a wide variety of engaging ac-
tivities. During the day, campers rotate
through swimming, outdoor sports, gym
games, playground time, arts and crafts,
hands-on S.T.E.M experiences and Gamers
Grotto (a supervised and age-appropriate
video game room). The off-site location's
camp is similar in structure, minus the
pool. However, it does offer water activi-
ties on some days of the camp.

“What truly sets our camp apart is the
experience we're able to provide on our
beautiful, expansive campus and the wide
range of activities we offer. OQur program-

By Emily Harper
ming is thoughtfully de-
signed to balance fun with
learning, physical activity
with creativity and struc-
ture with exploration,”
said Jada Spano, vice
president of operations.

Families can expect a
safe and fun environment
where children play and
learn while making life-
long summer memories. High
5's experienced staff creates
a welcoming atmosphere,
keeping safety as their top
priority.

"We focus on creating a
safe, inclusive and support-
ive environment where ev-
ery child feels valued and encouraged to
grow,” said Spano.

One of the most anticipated moments
of camp is the 'World's Largest Swim Les-
son’. Happening on Thursday, June 25, this
global event promotes water safety and
drowning prevention.

Spano stated, "Our campers love being
part of something so meaningful and mem-
orable, and families appreciate the import-
ant life-saving skills it reinforces.”

Registration for the summer camp is
now open on the website at www.high-
5inc.org/camp. The main campus camp
costs $175 per week, with a one-time $40
registration fee for the summer, while the
off-site camp is $90 per week.
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MATHNASIUM RIVERVIEW CAMPS I(EEP
SKILLS SHARP DURING SUMMER BREAK

Summer is a sea-
son full of possibil-
ities, longer days,
new experiences
and the perfect op-
portunity for kids to
grow in confidence.
It's also a powerful
time to strengthen

math skills in a way k\ ‘l!

that feels positive, engaging and

'4!’!3-

By Libby Hopkins

Mf"\ » building  founda-
tions to tackling

advanced  chal-
lenges.

§ At Mathnasium,
summer learn-
ing is never one-
size-fits-all. Every
student  begins

with a personal-
ized assessment that identifies

stress-free. At Mathnasium, sum- M?‘ke Ita strengths, gaps and learning
mer learning doesnt pause; it Mglt‘mn:‘-g::!m styles. From there, McDaniels

accelerates, giving students the
chance to build skills, explore new
ideas and feel proud of their progress.

"Summer is one of the most powerful
times for growth,” said Mathnasium owner
Becky McDaniels. "Without the pressure of
school, kids have the space to truly under-
stand math, and that's where Mathnasium
shines. It's all about momentum and meeting
students exactly where they are, strength-
ening skills and building confidence so they
return to school prepared and proud of
themselves. After 12-plus years with Math-
nasium, it never gets old hearing students
tell us after the first nine weeks how excited
they are about their success and the confi-
dence to raise their hand on day one.”

While some students use summer to rein-
force essential skills, others are ready to push
ahead, and younger learners are just begin-
ning to form the foundations that will sup-
port future success. Mathnasium supports
students at every stage of learning, from

and her team create an individu-

alized learning plan tailored spe-
cimcany to each child. Students who need
extra support receive targeted instruction
to rebuild confidence and close learning
gaps. Students who are on track keep their
skills sharp and steady. Advanced learners
are challenged with deeper concepts that
keep them engaged and motivated. And its
youngest 'Great Foundations' students de-
velop number sense, problem-solving skills
and a love of math that sets them up for
long-term success.

Summer is also the ideal time to get ahead
without pressure. Mathnasium sessions are
engaging, encouraging and flexible, making
it easy to balance learning with vacations,
camps and family time.

Learn more about Summer Camps at
Mathnasium of Riverview, located at 13388
South US Highway 301, Riverview. Call 813-
565-1102 or visit the website directly at
www.mathnasium.com/riverview.
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FLORIDA ACADEMY OF PERFORMING ARTS
OFFERS FUN MUSICAL SUMMER CAMPS

By Libby Hopkins

The Florida Academy
of Performing Arts (FA-
OPA) is a local nonprofit
organization that was es-
tablished to support the
performing arts through
programs at the acade-
my and in the Brandon
community.

FAOPA is committed to
providing extraordinary the-
ater experiences that educate
challenge and inspire students
and their surrounding com-
munities. FAOPA fosters self-discovery, cre-
ativity, confidence, group responsibility and
pride in accomplishment.

"FAOPA celebrates the professional artis-
tic disciplines of music, dance and the visual
arts,” said Danielle Sanchez, academy direc-
tor of FAOPA. "We strive to be a model of
excellence in theatre for all our audiences.”

FAOPA and Music Showcase have offered
summer camps, day camps and musical the-
ater camps for many years.

“The day camps consist of singing, danc-
ing, arts and crafts, intro into theater
through improv,” Sanchez said. "Our musical
theater camps are for all ages and skill lev-
els. We offer a variety of shows throughout
the summer. Students work on choreogra-
phy, blocking, stage direction and charac-
ter development. Throughout the process,
we watch students grow in confidence and
self-esteem as they become blooming actors
on the stage.”

| ]8@

the florida academy
of performing arts

FAOPA
is  currently
working on the
camps  they
will be offering
this summer to

the community.
"We will
offer musical the-

ater camps and day
camps,” Sanchez said.
"Our musical theater
camps are two weeks
long. Day camps are
one week long. We have our middle school/
high school groups that meet in the after-
noon/evening.”

The cost for musical theater camp is $295
plus a service fee. Day camps are from 9
am.-1 p.m. for half day and from 9 am.-5
p.m. for whole day. Day camp is for kinder-
gartners through age 10, and the cost is
$230 plus service fee.

“Parents love our musical theater camps,”
Sanchez said. "They love watching where
their student starts and end up as well as
seeing the difference. They love to watch
their children grow in self-esteem and find
the confidence to stand on the stage with
their peers in the show. ."

If you would like to learn more about
FAOPA and the camps it will be offering
this summer, you can visit its website at
www.faopa.org/ or call 813-490-ARTS
(2787). FAOPA is located at 402 Oakfield
Dr. in Brandon.
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Mathnasium
Part of Your

Sumwer Plans

Your child can avoid the math learning loss that typically happens over the break
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TEN WEEKS OF FUN AWAIT FAMILIES
AT TAMPA YMCA SUMMER CAMPS

By Olivia Clark

Summer will ar-
rive soon, and the
Tampa Metropolitan
Area YMCA is get-
ting ready for another E
season of adventure, 88
learning and friend- §
ship. Registration is &8
now open for summer = %
camp at the Campo B
Family YMCA, Spurli- :
no Family YMCA and North Brandon Fami-
ly YMCA. Campers ages 6-15 can enjoy 10
weeks of fun activities in a safe and orga-
nized setting.

Each location offers a unique mix of Signa-
ture Camp and specialty options. Signature
Camp allows kids to rotate through activities
such as swimming, STEM projects, arts and
crafts, outdoor education and team-build-
ing games. Counselors support campers
throughout daily activities designed to build
confidence, promote friendships and keep
campers active during the summer.

The Campo Family YMCA in Valrico fea-
tures specialty camps that include sports,
creative arts, and teen leadership programs.
The Spurlino Family YMCA in Riverview of-
fers many athletic and enrichment camps,
along with popular options for teens. The
North Brandon Family YMCA in Seffner
provides sports, drama, gymnastics and
adaptive camps, ensuring families can find a
program that fits their child’s interests and
abilities.

Teens have new opportunities this year,

with three unique
experiences tai-
lored for ages
13-15. Programs
focused on lead-
ership, such as
Junior  Lifeguard
Camp and Coun-
selor in Training,
help participants
build responsibili-
ty, communication skills and hands-on expe-
rience that lasts beyond summer. The Junior
Teen Camp program introduces participants
to outdoor exploration, basic archery, scenic
trails and lake adventures while fostering
confidence and creativity.

Families can enhance the reqular 9 am.-
4 p.m. camp day with optional add-ons,
which vary by location. These may include
swim lessons, open swim, sports, high ropes,
horseback riding and gymnastics. During
registration, families can choose available
add-ons specific to their YMCA.

Tampa YMCA camps are ACA-accred-
ited, which means they have gone through
a thorough review by the American Camp
Association focusing on health, safety and
program quality standards. This distinction
places Tampa YMCA camps among a select
group of accredited day camps in Florida.

Register online at www.tampaymca.org,
where families can view session weeks, age
group details, and more information about
the camps. Families are encouraged to se-
cure spots early, as sessions fill up quickly.

Go back ahead!

Pre-Enroll Now & Save $100 OFF! *

by attending summer sessions at Mathnasium. And the benefits dont stop there!

e Faster progress is possible without the distraction of other academic commitments

» We're vacation-friendly, with live face-to-face instruction, both in-center and online

e Kids can start the new school year with confidence

*Pre-Enroll by May 15 and
SAVE $100 on enrollment
*Osprey Observer

Mathnasium of Brandon

813-655-MATH (6284) 813-565-1102
mathnasium.com/brandon mathnasium.com/riverview
1048 E Bloomingdale Ave 13388 S US Highway 301

Valrico Riverview

Mathnasium of Riverview

HNASIUM

The Math Learning Center




CIRCLE F DUDE RANCH CELEB

TES 75

YEARS OF ADVENTURE AND TRADITION

o ——

Circle F Dude oy
Ranch Camp is g8 &
excited to cele-
brate its 75th year, §
marking a mile- ER5S
stone for the Lake _
Wales camp that B,
has welcomed gen-
erations of young .
people. Camp Di- -
rector  Benjamin |
Moss said the g
camp’s longevity comes from
staying true to its mission while
adapting to the needs of each
new generation.

"Circle F has remained special
because it has always stayed
true to its purpose — helping
young people grow in confi-
dence, character, and independence — while
thoughtfully evolving with each generation,”
Moss said. "Since 1952, families have trust-
ed us to provide a place where kids can un-
plug, build real friendships and discover who
they are beyond screens and schedules.”

During the summer, Circle F welcomes
about 200 campers per session, evenly split
between boys and girls. Campers spend
their days immersed in activities such as
horseback riding, waterfront programs,
arts, team and individual sports, ax throw-
ing, paintball, boating and climbing towers.

The camp sits on 500 acres of southern
live oak forest surrounding a spring-fed
private lake, creating a scenic backdrop for

By Kelly Wise Valdes

exploration and

| adventure.
. Many of Cir-
B cle F's traditions
have  remained
unchanged, Moss
said, including
opening and
closing  camp-
fires, cabin living,
horseback riding
and more. "Those
moments connect today's
campers with generations
who sat around the same fire
before them,” he said.

Moss said climbing, ad-
venture sports, leadership
pathways and more inten-
tional skill development have
helped shape the modern Circle F. “The bal-
ance between tradition and innovation is
what defines modern Circle F, honoring our
roots while preparing campers for the world
ahead,” he said.

Circle F will host an open house in May to
give families a firsthand look at camp life.
Moss said visitors can expect tours, staff
introductions and opportunities to explore
activity areas. “Visitors will tour cabins and
activity areas, meet our leadership team and
staff, see programs in action, and get a real
sense of daily life at Circle F."

For more information, visit the website at
www.CircleFDudeRanchCamp.com or call
863-676-4113.
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IMPACT TEEN SUMMER STAFF PROGRAM
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INSPIRES HEALTHY CHOICES

Staff Report

This  summer,
teens across Hill-
shorough  Coun- [§
ty will have the
chance to make
a real difference
at Teen Impact
Summer Staff.

Teen Impact
Summer  Staff
is made up of
20-35 students who travel to
middle and high school youth-
based organizations to per-
form a powerful, skit-based
presentation. Its message fo-
cuses on avoiding high-risk be-
haviors and choosing a healthy
lifestyle. What makes this program unique is
that it is student-led. Teens speak to other
teens in a way that feels honest and relat-
able. When students see people their own
age choosing positive paths, it helps them
understand that risk avoidance is possible.
The goal is to inspire young people to build
healthy relationships and make smart choic-
es that lead to a strong and positive future.

Angie Kagey, executive director of IM-
PACT, explained, "We are the prevention
arm, encouraging teens to make healthy
choices before other intervention may be
required.”

Since 1998, the organization has served
the Hillsborough County community with
the mission to educate, equip, empower and
support students, parents and teachers in
the area of sexual risk avoidance and healthy

Music & Theater

Summer Camps
The Florida Academy of Performing Arts

QAP ors

the florida academy
of performing arts

(813) 490-ARTS (2787)

QOO

FAOPA Day Camp

IMPACT

relationships.
Over the years,
IMPACT  has
reached thou-
sands of fam-
ilies  through
school pro-
grams, summer
staff presenta-
tions and com-
munity events.

Teen Impact Summer
Staff is also a great oppor-
tunity for students who
need community service
hours for the Bright Futures
Scholarship program. Stu-
dents entering ninth grade
in the fall or older are invited to apply.

The program begins on Monday, June 1,
and runs through Friday, July 24. The first
week students train to prepare them to
present the skits and speak in front of audi-
ences. After training, presentation days are
Monday through Thursday, with every oth-
er Friday offering an optional fun activity.
Students may take up to 10 business days
off during the summer, outside of training
week.

The application deadline is Friday, March
27. Applications can be found by visiting
www.whatisimpact.com/students.  Com-
pleted applications should be emailed to Joy
Miller at jmiller@whatisimpact.com.

To learn more about the Impact Program
and its upcoming events can visit the web-
site at www.whatisimpact.com.

Full and half-day week-long camps, plus daily drop-ins
o Free early drop off and late pick up
o Activities to explore instruments, acting, singing, and art
e Themed weeks like: Wicked, Harry Potter, Superheroes, and more!
e Scholarships and sibling discounts

Musical Theatre Camp
e Productions for all ages and skill levels

e Elementary, Middle School, and High School productions
e Broadway Boot Camp - Broadway Artists To Attend
e Visit FAOPA.org for shows, schedules, and performances

Past Summer Shows

Register online at FAOPA.org

Located in Music Showcase
Musical instruments, lessons,
repairs, and more

FREAKY
FRIDAY

g

BROADWAY

402 Oakfield Drive,
Brandon FL 33511

Florida Academy of Performing Arts | Located in Music Showcase (813) 490-ARTS  FAOPA.org
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CAMP CRISTINA OFFERS ADVENTURE &
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ALL SUMMER

By Olivia Clark Staff Report

At Camp Cristina in River-
view, the summer is set for
exploration, skill enhance-
ment and outdoor fun. Reg-
istrations are now open for
the camp’s 10-week summer
program designed to of
fer hands-on and natura
confidence-inspiring ex- §
perience.

Signature Camp at §
Camp Cristina features a
rotating lineup of activi- [ &l
ties for children that take
place all day long and in- [
clude swimming, STEM pI’OjeCtS arts and
crafts, outdoor education and team-building
games. Campers are closely monitored and
grouped according to age, with counselors
providing guidance in a structured environ-
ment where children can remain physically
active and mentally stimulated.

Camp Cristina has a variety of specialty
camps for older campers with particular
interests. In Horse Camp, participants learn
the basics of grooming, go on trail rides
and gain confidence working with horses.
Swim Camp focuses on water safety and
swim instruction with certified staff to help
campers build skills in and around the water.
Lifeguard Camp offers aquatics leadership
skills, teamwork and hands-on training that
generates responsibility and prepares young
adults for future certification opportunities.

Campers can also take part in Adven-
ture Camp, which includes activities like

archery, exploring the lake
and team challenges that
promote cooperation and
'{ problem-solving. The Coun-
fer— selors in Training and Junior
w . Lifeguards programs offer
leadership skills, com-
munication skills and
hands-on training in a
nurturing environment
L focusing on growth
and responsibility.

Thus, families can
add on to the tradi-
tional camp day, which
runs from Monday to Friday, 9 am.-4 p.m,
with weekly add-ons, such as swim lessons,
gymnastics and extended care. Add-ons vary
according to the age group and availability
and can be chosen during registration. There
is a nonrefundable deposit at registration
and a separate deposit for select teen lead-
ership programs.

Camp Cristina is one of the Tampa YMCA's
ACA-accredited camps, which is reflected
in the national standards for safety, staff
training and program quality. This places the
camp among the few day camps in Florida
meeting the standards set by the American
Camp Association.

For further information or to register,
visit www.tampaymca.org/letscamp or the
Tampa YMCA registration portal. Families
are advised to register their children at the
earliest opportunity to avoid missing out on
available sessions.
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Your search for sum-
mer plans is over. Fam-
ilies looking ahead to
summer camp 2026
will find a wide range
of engaging, education-
al and adventure-filled
options at Busch Gar-
dens Tampa Bay, where
camps are designed my

[ S
Y\ ©
YOUR SEARCH FOR
SUMMER PLANS IS OVER

keepsakes, including
a camp T-shirt and
water bottle, along
with  opportunities
to return to the park
after camp hours.
For older students
seeking a deeper ad-
venture, overnight
resident camps pro-

‘Busch
Gardens
camp

* (813)884-4FUN (4386)

for animal lovers, thrill
seekers and curious minds of all ages.

Busch Gardens summer camps offer chil-
dren and teens the chance to unplug and
connect with animals, nature and one an-
other in a dynamic, hands-on environment.
Campers explore wildlife, learn about con-
servation and animal care, enjoy thrilling
rides and shows, and build friendships that
often last long after summer ends. These
experiences are not only fun, but also
meaningful, helping campers grow in con-
fidence, curiosity and teamwork.

Busch Gardens' summer programs are
led by carefully selected, highly trained
professionals who know how to balance
education with excitement. The park of-
fers a variety of educational summer day
camps for students from kindergarten
through 12th grade, with sessions tai-
lored to different age groups and interests.
Campers enjoy close-up animal encounters,
behind-the-scenes experiences, themed
games and crafts, age-appropriate rides,
live shows, and interactive learning activ-
ities. Each camper also receives souvenir

Martial Arts!
Dance Classes!
Indoor Games!

vide a one-of-a-kind
sleepaway experience. Based in a secure
on-site lodge, these all-inclusive camps im-
merse rising seventh through 12th graders
in a blend of wildlife education and adrena-
line-pumping attractions. Campers gain ex-
clusive access to animal care areas, inter-
act with park professionals, and experience
the park in ways not available to regular
guests.

Busch Gardens camps are accredited by
the American Camping Association, offer-
ing parents added confidence in program
quality, safety and staff training. Priority
access to attractions, enriching education-
al content and unforgettable behind-the-
scenes moments consistently place these
camps among the top summer programs in
the region.

With options ranging from early elemen-
tary students to teens—and even special-
ized programs for those exploring future
careers—Busch Gardens Tampa Bay con-
tinues to be a standout destination for sum-
mer camp 2026 registration opportunities.
Register at www. buschgardens.com.

wssoﬂ
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Outdoor Sports! Mgy €

Field Trips!
Arts & Crafts!
And more!

(813) 952-8053

11942 Boyette Rd

EE-‘_ 2o 5 Riverview FL. 33569

deborah.steele@skillsamurai.com
www.ImpactSummerCamps.com
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TOUR STOPS AT SEA LIFE ORLANDO

The  aquarium
experience inspired
by the Animal
Crossing: New Hori-
zons video game on
the Nintendo Switch
is now at SEA LIFE
Orlando. Now
through  Thursday,
April 30, themed
activities will offer
aquarium  guests
the opportunity to
explore the wonders
of aquatic life while
enjoying the world of Animal Crossing: New
Horizons.

In the Animal Crossing: New Hori-
zons game, gamers escape to a deserted
island and create their own paradise as they
explore, create and customize. The island
getaway has a wealth of natural resources
that can be used to craft everything from
tools to creature comforts. Gamers can hunt
down insects at the crack of dawn, deco-
rate their paradise throughout the day or
enjoy sunset on the beach while fishing in
the ocean. Animal Crossing: New Horizons is
available for the Nintendo Switch family of
systems on Nintendo eShop and through re-
tailers.

At SEA LIFE Orlando, guests will be able
to interact with familiar Animal Crossing
characters while learning more about the re-
al-world animal kingdom and coming face-
to-fin with thousands of sea creatures.

At SEA LIFE Orlando, guests will be able to interact with
Jfamiliar Animal Crossing characters through April 30.

 Themed signage throughout the Aquari-
um featuring creature descriptions present-
ed by in-game curator Blathers, with infor-
mation directly from the game.

 Cutout displays of familiar characters
from the game throughout the aquarium
near a wide variety of habitats.

e My Nintendo kiosks where guests
can check in to receive 100 My Nintendo
Platinum Points, which are redeemable
at https://my.nintendo.com/ for exclusive
digital and physical rewards.

* ANintendo Account is required to receive
and redeem points. Terms apply (https://ac-
counts.nintendo.com/term_point).

Planned character meet and greet and
stamp rally dates for SEA LIFE Orlando are
Friday to Sunday, March 20-22 and April
3-5. Tickets for the experience are included
with the cost of general admissionr at the
website www.visitsealife.com/orlando.

By Libby Hopkins
This March, the
Wi-III—I?r?cIe|,|\i>|een:t Center For  Dance
. An Arts' VIP Team gets
Animal to showcase their
Crossing: skills at the first man-
New Hori- | datory competition of
zons  photo the season! Located
opportunity in Brandon, the dance
featuring | Studio provides stu-
an  aquari- dents with a safe place
um-themed | t© groz;v as bloth danc-
ers and people.
\t,)vaiﬂ<gr2|l:22 "T think it's import-
acters from | ant that we teach them
the game. not just the importance of
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CENTER FOR DANCE
STEAL THE SPOTLIGHT THIS SEASON

dance,” Christi Furgason, as-
sistant director and studio
manager of the Center For
Dance Arts, said, "but how
dance can shape you as a person in the out-
side world.”

The VIP Team is the Center For Dance
Arts’ competitive dance team. Each season,
the VIP Team learns new routines to com-
pete against other studios. There are four
regional competitions and a national com-
petition, with various optional competitions
that the dancers are not required to attend.

"We want to go for first [place], but it's
also about the experience,” Furgason said,
“and making sure they grow not just in
dance but also in life.”

Once a week, the VIP Team has a class
focused on team building and social skills.
Activities can include team scavenger hunts,
where everyone must be included or risk

PAGE
43

ARTS PLANS TO

By Mylena C. Ferman

losing all earned clues
and restarting, or ob-
stacle courses guided
by a peer on the side-
! lines.

"Afterwards,  we
come together, and
we're like, 'OK, so
what worked and

what didn't?" Furgas-
on said.

Those who want a
taste of the spotlight
can join the Center For Dance
Arts on Thursday, March 12,
for a bingo night at Bullfrog
Creek Brewing Co. The fund-
raiser is open to anyone look-
ing to support the dancers.
The doors open at 6:30 p.m., with bingo be-
ginning at 7 p.m.

This season, the VIP Team boasts about
15 dancers, primarily between ages 9-14
years old.

While auditions for this season's compe-
tition team have passed, auditions for next
season’s VIP competition team are currently
set for Friday, May 15. The audition schedule
for ages 4-11 is 5:30-7 p.m., and those ages
12-18 audition from 7-8:30 p.m.

For more information about the Center
for Dance Arts, please visit www.mycfda.
com, call 813-657-1500, follow its social
media pages on Instagram @cfdaofficial
or Facebook at www.facebook.com/center-
4dancearts/.
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Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class
1 coasters, Busch Gardens’ Tampa Bay has camps for
both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.
_ Kids in Kindergarten through 12t grade
N “ can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.
\ - Day Camp: K-12t" « Resident Camp: 7t"-12t
\ . _ Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.
a\\_-lt / =

BuschGardens.com/camps ¢ (813)884-4FUN (4386)
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CEDARKIRK CIRCLE F DUDE PATEL, MATHNASIUM AND MORE....

Cedarkirk Camp & Con- 3
ference Center, located on "
170 acres of woodlands, 3
wetlands and uplands ¥
near the Alafia River, will
have summer overnight
and day camps starting
on Sunday, June 7, and fin- ¢
ishing on Friday, July 31.
Campers can sign up for a week or the
whole summer. Day camp is available for
campers who have completed kindergar-
ten up to those who have completed fifth
grade and is priced at $230 per week.
Day campers must bring their own lunch.
Overnight camp is available for campers
who have completed first through 12th
grade and starts at $555. Cedarkirk is
located at 1920 Streetman Dr. in Lithia
and can be reached at 813-685-4224.
For more information and to register, vis-
it www.cedarkirk.org.

Circle F Dude Ranch

Circle F Dude Ranch, lo- :
cated in Lake Wales, wel- :
comes boys and girls from :
all over the United States :
and the world for one to :
three-week  sleepaway :
camp sessions. Kids range :
in age from 6-16. Circle F :
fosters grit, growth and :
a love for the outdoors. ¢

Yes to

of Western flair and
-classm camp fun, it
o : gives kids the kind of
¢ summer they'll nev-
er forget. Visit Circle
F Dude Ranch for an
: open house on May 9,
ot from 10 am-4 pm.

& meet the leadership
team, try activities and
learn about summers
on the ranch, RSVP at admin.gazeboev-
ents.com. For more and to sign up, visit
www.circlefduderanchcamp.com.
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Mathnasium
Summer is the perfect :
time for kids to grow in :
confidence and strength- :
en math skills without :
pressure. At Mathnasi- ¢
um, summer learning ac- ¢
celerates with personal- :
ized:
: plans S

: signed for every stage
: — from building foun-
+ dations to tackling ad-
< vanced challenges. Stu-
< dents receive targeted
< support, stay sharp or
: move ahead while en-
: joying engaging, flexible
: sessions that fit busy

New

Adventures

.............. .
¥ tel
:

Makelt a
Mathnasium
Summer!

b ] @ - W I,

summer sched- :
ules.  Parents :
often see gains :
not just in skills :
but also in con- §

PATEL

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CONSERVATORY:
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Compiled By Jenny Bennett

: Busch Gardens
: For more than 25
:years, Busch Gar-
. dens Tampa Bay
has provided chil-

fidence and : + dren with inspiring,
attitude. This : STRAZ CENTER : exciting and educa-
summer, help : : tional experiences
your Child re- Beceeeeececeaccaccercnciaciaciaciaccaeceecenees * through some of
turn to school prepared, motivated and ex- the best Tampa summer camp options.

cited about math. To find a location near you,
please visit www.mathnasium.com.

The Patel Conservatory

The Straz Center's Pa-
Conservatory offers
. arts education courses
:and programs in dance,
: theater and music, with
: 100-plus camps and class-
¢ es available. Students are
s instructed by passionate,
: working artists with a
. taste array of professional
: performance experience
: and exemplary curriculum

.............. « vitae. Running from Mon-

day, June 1, to Friday, July 31, full and
half-day camps are available weekly for
ages 4-18. The cost varies depending

on the camp; financial aid and schol-

arships are available. Visit the web-
site at www.patelconservatory.org or
call 813-222-1040. Open Houses are
scheduled for Sat., March 7, from 9-10
a.m. and Thurs,, May 14, from 5-6 p.m.

There are a wide variety of summer day
camp options to fit your child's grade
level and interests. One of the reasons to
choose Busch Gardens as your summer
camp include it being accredited by the
American Camping Association, meaning
parents can trust that the camp meets
high standards for safety, staff training
and program quality. Also, campers get
to enjoy the adrenaline rush of rides as
well as the unique opportunity to meet
animals up close. Beyond the fun, camp-
ers experience activities that are both
enriching and educational, providing a
well-rounded experience.

For schedules, details and registration
information, visit the park website at
www.buschgardens.com.

O ican

®

ACCREDITED

GANMP WITH US

With over 25 different camp options throughout the

No Place Like This Place

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing
in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:
Feb. 21, March 21 and April 18 | 1lam-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S‘mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to
explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres
of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and
MORE, it's a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

REGISTER ONLINE

tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »
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ROCK SCHOOL, HORSE CAMP BUSCH GARDENS, SI(ILLS & MORE...

Camp Mirage

Camp Mirage is an ac- :
tivity-based summer camp :
built around movement, :
creativity and hands-on :
fun. Its promise is simple @
— campers will go home :
tired, a little dirty, smiling :
and excited to come back :
the next day. It offers half- }
day camps for grades K and feessseeeeeseessessnnnaseeesnns
up, running from 9 am.-12 Noon, with before
and after-care available from 7:30 am.- 5:30
p.m. Weekly tuition ranges from $125-$185
depending on age group, a membership dis-
count program is available which provides
10 percent off tuition and a reduced rate for
before and after care. Camp Mirage is locat-
ed at 2913 John Moore Rd. in Brandon. Visit
www.campmiragebrandon.com or call 813-

Eo ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo VIdEd VISIt ItS WEbSIte at
; www.fellowship.church or
: call 813-655-743L

: Music  Showcase
:And The Florida
: Academy Of Per-
: forming Arts
Music Showcase and
* the Florida Academy of
Performing Arts (FAOPA) will host their
annual
this summer starting on :
Monday, June 1. Camp- :
ers will be immersed in :
acting, singing, dancing :
and more throughout the $
summer. In Musical The- $
ater Camp, campers will 3
learn about :

825-2234.
working col- ¢
" laboratively,
Fellowship the art of staée character, voice
Church

projection, props and working
with a set, with productions for
all ages and skill levels. FAOPA's
day camp will include activities
to  explore ¥

instruments, :
acting, sing- :
ing and art, :
with themed :
weeks like Harry Potter, :
Wicked, superheroes and :
more. Free early drop-off, :
free late pickup, schol-:

Fellowship Church,
located at 15326
FishHawk Blvd., in
Lithia will be holding
a weekly sports sum-
mer camp from Mon-
day, June 1, through
Thursday, July 23.
Camp will be Mondays through Thursdays
from 9 am.-12:30 p.m. and will cost $150,
with a sibling discount available. Campers
must bring drinks and a snack, as well as
wear sports attire; a camp shirt will be pro-

REGISTER NOW
- LIMITED SPACE
~__ CALL TODAY!

' COME LEARN ABOUT RIDING & GROOMING

Weekly Themed Horse Back
Hands On Experience & Educ

ng Camps

Tuesday - Thursday Camps 9 A.M. to 2 P.M. | June 2nd - June 25 and July 7th - July 30th
Also Offering: Friday and Saturday group lessons every week during summer!

Visit our website at TLCSFARMS.COM
4325 Keysville Rd., Lithia (Just Minutes From FishHawk)

Call Tammi at 813.842.4236
in Various Genres.
(813)657-1500 & myctda.com

... ENROLL TODAY!
Beginner to Advanced Classes
929 E Brandon Blvd. () @cfdaoffical

\‘ u Dance Instruction Ages 2 - 18
Home to an Award-Winning Competition Team
Brandon @ info@mycfda.com

SUMMEr Camp geeeeeeeesssssssccs

................................. . fl-brandon/camps or call

arships and sibling dis- teeeesseccensscocencecacnsecnns « offers hands-on experi-

counts. Music Show- 3
case is located at 402 :
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon. $
Visit www.faopa.org.  *

Skill Samurai :

Skill Samurai's :
STEM Camps give stu-
dents hands-on experi-
ence with today's most
exciting technologies. :

, Camp-
§ ers explore Minecraft and
: Roblox  through  creative
: game design, learn responsi-
: ble content creation in You-
: Tube Studio and discover the
: fundamentals of artificial in-
+ telligence. Designed for curi-
: ous minds, these camps build
: problem-solving, ~creativity
: and confidence in a fun, sup-
= portive environment. Perfect
for beginners and experienced students alike,
Skill Samurai helps children turn interest in
technology into real-world skills that last a
lifetime locally. Visit www.skillsamurai.com/

: 813-761-2832

: TLC's Gypsy Hav-
: en Riding Camps

:  Come and learn about
: horse riding and groom-
. ing at TLC's Gypsy Hav-
: en's summer camp, which

ISKILL'SAMURAIE

Compiled By Jenny Bennett

. ence and education. Camps
s run from Tuesday-Thursday
¢ from 9am. - 2p.m. from
: Tuesday, June 2, through
: Thursday, June 25, and Tues-
: day, July 7, through Thursday,
: July 30. Group lessons are
+ also available on Fridays and
Saturdays. Visit the website

+ at www.tlcsfarms.com or call

: Codingand Stem Academy, : + Tammi on 813-842-4236 for

= information. TLC's Gypsy
Haven is located at 4325 Keysville Rd. in
Lithia.

School of Rock Valrico

Let your budding musicians join School
of Rock this summer for a variety of mu-
sic-themed camps, including Taylor Swift
and Classic Rock Rewind. There are differ-
ent themes for different age groups, with
camps suitable for ages 7-18. Camps are
available for full or half days, with the ear-
liest available drop-off being at 8:45 a.m.

School of Rock is located at 3244 Lithia
Pinecrest Rd., #104, in Valrico. Visit www.
schoolofrock.com/locations/valrico or call
813-397-8828.

2026 "Bay Area
'Renalssance

“Festival

YOUR ADVENTURE
BEGINS HERE!

Open Weekends Feb.14 - Mar. 29

BayAreaRenFest.com
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High 5 Inc.
Brandon's High 5 Inc. is
inviting students to em- :
bark on an exciting and ad- :
venturous journey where :
your child will experience
the thrill of summer camp. :
Daily activities will in- 3
clude pool time, outdoor :
play, field games, arts and ¢
crafts and more, including field trips.
Camp is offered Monday through Fri-
day from 7 am.-6 p.m. at High 5 Inc., lo-
cated at 405 Beverly Blvd. in Brandon.
Campers can sign up for individual weeks
or throughout the entire summer. Visit
www.high5inc.org or call 813-689-0908.

125 SUMMER CAMP

REGISTER TODAY!
ﬁ

CAMPAMENTO

DE VERANQ (REGISTRATEHOY

YMCA Summer Camp

With over 25 different summer camp
options throughout the Tampa YMCA area,
there's something for every camper to en-
joy. From art and gymnastics to zip-lining
and splashing in its pools, the Y is the ulti-
mate summer destination with friends, fun
and adventure. Summer camps start on
Monday, June 2, and run all summer. Reg-
ister at www.tampaymca.org/letscamp.

SCHOOfRECK
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EDUCATIOMN - ATHLETICS - COMMUNI'IY fostel, cu- =
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..........o..s COdeWiZ

Code Wiz, located at 16132
: Churchview Dr, Ste. 105, in
Lithia, teaches coding and ro-

focused to ignite their passions. Let them

catch the VIBE of summer! Kids 'R’ Kids is

located at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. in Lithia.

For more information, visit its website at

: botics to children, its camps www.kidsrkids.com/circa-fishhawk/pro-

. are hands-on, student-driven grams/summer-camp.

{ and

: signed to : AR

Workshop

c 0 D E AR Work-

! riosity and

independence. ~ Campers | learn to code. have funl : shop is a craft
are encouraged to ex- : : studio offer-
plore, problem-solve and feeeeeceeacanacenccantennscentenatenacansennsennaant ing hands-on

create at their own pace, with guidance from classes for campers ages 5-17. The hands-

coaches to support their individual learning on classes are designed to inspire creativity,
journeys. Camps will run throughout the sum- confidence and fun in a -

mer and are available for ¢ 3 supportive studio envi- §
mornings,  afternoons : ronment. Both full and
or full days. Visit online VA : half-day camps are avail- :
at www. codewiz.com/ } . able at its location in Val- :
fishhawk-fl. & rico at 1046 Bloomingda- *
¢ le Ave. Visit its website at
Www.arworkshop.com/ §
brandon for more infor- :
matlon and to regjister.

Kids ‘R’ Kids

Looking for a sum- :
mer camp that com- :
bines fun, education, and *

ooooo

& \NORKSHOP &

Compiled By Jenny Bennett
Center . ... ....cccocviveiennnnnnnn,
For Dance :
Arts : Z
The Cen-g' CoFMD.A
ter For :
Dance Arts :
offers dance :
instruction :
in  various
genres, from f..iiieiieiinieneenecnnroneend
beginner to advanced levels, for stu-
dents ages 2-18. It is also the home of
an award-winning competition team. It
will be offering summer camp; visit its
website at www.mycfda.com or call 813-

............................ : 657-1500 for
-y : more infor-

g : mation and to

ﬁ & §register. The

;: : Center  For

% § Dance  Arts

. is located at
§929 E. Bran-
: don Blvd. in
§ Brandon.

adventure? Look no further! Kids 'R’ Kids
Learning Academies has created the per-
fect summer escape for kids to learn, grow
and explore in a safe and exciting environ-
ment. Camp VIBE involves a new theme
designed to empower campers through
amusing activities, fascinating field trips,
timely lessons in teamwork and so much
more. Campers will have their eyes opened
to limitless possibilities and their minds

813.559.149%

AdventureS
Start Here!

MUSIC CAMPS # KIDS & TEENS

Special discount for Osprey Observer customers

ROCKING-SUMMER-26

SCHOOL OF ROCK ¥ VALRICO

KINDERGARTEN
& 1ST GRADE

813-825-2234
2918 John Moore Rd
Brandon, FL 33511

CEDER S

FULL SERVICE LAWNCARE

7409 50T

Registration Link
CampMirageBrandon.com-

RONN 1 EGRUBER@YAHOO.COM
AVE SOUTH, TAMPA, FL. 33619

REGISTER
TODAY!!!

2ND-8TH
GRADE

| REGISTER TODAY AT WW

SCREEN-FREE HANBS ON-GRE&TW __. |

AGES 5-17
JUNE - AUGUST

- 5-day & 1/2-day camps .
Morning sessions: = R <
9:30a-12:30p
( Afternoon sessions (JUN):
1:30p—4:00p CAMPS AND PRICING:

e Soccer Camp - $150

e Cheer Camp - $180

DAILY SCHEDULE:

RKSHOP.COM/BRANDON |

e Flag Football Camp - $150

e Basketball Camp - $150

e 9:00AM to 12:30PM each day

\\'

’l‘\

N

SCAN THE
QR CODE TO
EXPLORE CAMPS

O]

FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH

[7)




GALACTICOASTER BLASTS OFF AT
LEGOLAND FLORIDA WITH FIRST-EVER

INDOOR FAMILY COASTER

Families are in-
vited to suit up and
blast off as Galac-
ticoaster launch-
es at LEGOLAND §
Florida Resort, {4
marking the debut |
of the park's new-
est space-themed |g
land and its first =
indoor roller coast- |
er since opening in =
2011.

Billed as the
Ultimate  Indoor
Family Coaster, Galacticoaster combines
storytelling, interactivity and cutting-edge
ride technology to deliver a one-of-a-kind
LEGO space adventure designed for guests
of all ages. The attraction officially opened
in February.

As part of the celebration, guests were
able to collect a free, exclusive Galacti-
coaster Grand Opening First Flight Pop
Badge while supplies lasted.

The adventure begins well before launch.
Upon entering the queue, guests are im-
mersed in a cinematic LEGO space mission,
reporting to the Briefing Room, where
Chief Engineer Biff Dipper — a larger-than-
life robotic minifigure — delivers mission
instructions filled with humor and classic
LEGO personality. The preshow experience
welcomes recruits to Galaxy Command

and builds antic-
ipation as launch
approaches.
Before blast-
off, riders de-
sign their own
spacecraft  us-
ing interactive
4 touchscreens,
@ choosing  from
nose, tail, wing
and special-fea-

s =\

Guests design their own LEGO spacecraft before blasting ture options to
off on Galacticoaster, the first indoor family coaster at
LEGOLAND Florida Theme Park,

create one of
more than 625
possible combinations. Each custom cre-
ation is stored on an RFID wristband and
appears throughout the ride, allowing
guests to soar through the LEGO Galaxy in
the very ship they designed.

Once airborne, Galacticoaster reach-
es speeds of up to 40 mph as it rockets
through an intergalactic LEGO solar sys-
tem filled with synchronized lighting, spe-
cial effects and surprise appearances from
classic LEGO Space characters, including
the attraction's first-ever animatronic mini-
figure.

LEGOLAND Florida Theme Park is part of
LEGOLAND Florida Resort, which also in-
cludes Peppa Pig Theme Park Florida, SEA
LIFE Florida and LEGOLAND Water Park,
Designed for children ages 2-12. For tickets
and times, visit www.legoland.com.

SPRING IN-HOUSE

LOCATIONS
Apollo Beach (Waterset)
& Riverview (Summerfield)

BIRTH YEARS
2021 -2014

DATE
February 1oth — April 18th

PROGRAM INCLUDES
Once-a-week training
Saturday Game Days

Why not register
before the Summer
FIFA World Cup
hosted in the USA?

REGISTER NOW!!!

$165-$210

UNIFORM KIT INCLUDED
2x JERSEY, SHORTS, SOCKS

($15 Uniform discount for players
who played Fal Rec 2025)

Staff Report
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= Learﬁing Academ)

Feel the Energy. Catch the VIBE of Summer!

Get ready to VIBE into the best summer ever at Kids 'R’ Kids Summer Camp 2026!

Each week brings a brand-new adventure as campers dive into themed experiences that spark creativity, curiosity,
and connection. Whether they're creating masterpieces, exploring the ocean, living out legendary stories, cooking
up delicious fun, or filming their own productions, every day is a chance to discover something amazing.

From Junior to Senior Camp, our weeks are packed with hands-on activities, exciting field trips, team challenges,
and memory-making moments that build confidence, friendship, and a lifelong love of learning.

Unleash their imagination. Ignite their passions. Let them catch the VIBE of summer!
Circa FishHawk
5815 Kids Crossing Drive
813-654-7000
www.krkcirca.com

Vibe

CHCA432384

& cove vz

CODE LIKE
A PRO THIS

SUMMER?

Camp themes to choose from:

£ Modding in Minecraft

@ Build Your Own Roblox Games
@ Robotics and 3D printing

@ Code in Python/Java

€ Build 2D Games in Unity

£ and much more!

Early Bird Discount,
(available ONLY
through April!

8

(5)9AM - Noon / 1PM - 4PM
AM/PM options available

~ SIGN UP TODAY! N

Camps will take place at
16132 Churchview Drive, Suite #105,

(813) 820-6583 | fishhawk@thecodewiz.com iy
Lithia, FL 33547

https://thecodewiz.com/fishhawk-fl

UNLOCK YOUR CHILD’S INNER GENIUS!
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Grace Notes

Short, But Oh So Sweet
By Debora Coty

At 51", I'm generally considered a
shortie. They always make me stand in
front for group photos because every-
body else can easily be seen over my
head. I dutifully hem each pair of pants
I buy. I gape through the armpit of the
man in front of me at church to see the
stage.

I didn't have much say about my stat-
ure, but since my mother is the tallest of
four sisters at 5-feet even, I never stood
a chance of standing tall.

I have a soft spot for all things short.
Including my awesome 5'6 husband.

So, I was delighted when I recently ran
across the shortest Psalm in the Bible.
Yep, the 117th Psalm is only two vers-
es long! But strong, vibrant verses they
are - the perfect example that short can
be extremely powerful. That's Commu-
nication 101 for us writers: write tight.
Say what you mean and say it succinctly.

Yep, short can pack an incredible
punch.

"Praise the LORD, all nations; Laud
Him, all peoples! For His lovingkindness
toward us, and the truth of the LORD
is everlasting. Praise the LORD!" (Psalm
117 in its entirety)

See what I mean? This short but oh,
so sweet Psalm explodes with the com-
bustibility of Truth that the Almighty's
love blessings for us are eternal and tru-
ly worthy of our praise! And that's all we
really need to know right there. Bottom
line. Close book.

The same power is present in short
prayers too. Some think the more they
drone on covering all possible bases, the
more pious Yahweh will see them and
perhaps push them to the front of the
line. Nah.

A real prayer is a cry from the heart
that bypasses all the fluff and commu-
nicates directly with the heart of God.
Even if it takes only thirty seconds to
cut right to the chase, we can be assured
that, “the earnest prayer of a righteous
person has great power and wonderful
results” (James 5:16 NLT).

If our intent is seeking God's presence
and His peace - His supernatural peace
that surpasses all understanding (Philip-
pians 4:7) - short frequent prayers keep
our heavenly Father's presence, wisdom,
and guidance constant.

And that makes it possible to make
prayer a lifestyle rather than an event.

Debora M. Coty is an inspirational speaker and award-winning author of
over 40 books, including the bestselling Too Blessed to be Stressed series. Visit

with Debora anytime at www.DeboraCoty.com.
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®@®® INFORMATION
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TRAINING
THAT
ELEVATES

ALIGN RIGHT REALTY
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AT CLOSING

Partner with

1EDIPRUS
E‘.DDE@GIIB@ IFen'din'gh
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COLLABORATION,
COMMUNITY,
& SUPPORT

CULTURE THAT FEELS
LIKE FAMILY

GIVE U5 A CALL TUI]AW
815 - 563 - 5395

SOMETIMES WE NEED A
TEAR-OUT AND REFIT

"A chain is no stronger
than its weakest link.”
19th century proverb.

"Repent, then, and turn
to God, so that your sins
maybe wiped out, that
times of refreshing may [
come from the Lord,” B
(Acts 3:19).

Our ongoing home restoration journey
continues to be rewarding, challenging, fun,
beautiful — and sometimes confounding.
Sometimes things come along that catch us
off guard.

One characteristic that tipped me in favor
of this house was just how decrepit it was!
That meant we weren't patching things up;
we were tearing them out and starting over.
So, brand-new plumbing, electrical, fittings,
fixtures, appliances, heat and air — and
more.

Sure, old houses cost more to heat and
cool, but when our gas hit $1,000 in De-
cember 2025 and then more in January, I
called in the experts. What we found is the
“weakest link” proverb in action. You can't
join a new unit to old, damaged, perforated,
crushed, crimped, poorly insulated, out-of-
date ductwork and expect it to work. There
were even open runs dumping heat directly
into the crawl space!

So, we opted for a total tear-out, and we
now have properly designed ducts specifi-
cally calibrated to match the specs on the
COMpressor.

The whole fiasco reminds me the best

W solutions are sys-
temic not topical.
Like new tires on
a car versus fixing
the alignment that
destroyed the old
ones. Or a statin for
cholesterol but con-
i tinuing the junk-food
diet. Or going to church once in a while with-
out ever becoming a disciple of Jesus.

Sometimes we must look under the sur-
face and address the need for a radical tear-
out and refit rather than attach something
new and shiny on the outside and expect
things to change.

My question is, "What's the weakest link
in our lives we need to bring to God and ask
for aradical refit?" It may be costly up front,
but new life and peace and joy and celebra-
tion and new possibilities turn out to be ex-
actly what we are looking for.

Then, as Peter said to the crowd in Jerusa-
lem, “Times of refreshing will come from the
Lord.” Gotta love a good refreshing.

— DEREK

Derek Maul has written for
many news outlets, including
the Tampa Tribune, The United
Methodist News Service, All Pro
Dad, FOCUS Magazine, News-
week, USA Today, The Chris-
4 tian Science Monitor, Presby-
terians Today, Guideposts, Chicken Soup for the Soul
and many other publications. Read Derek Mauls
daily blog posts at www.derekmaul.wordpress.com.

Daley & Associates

PrlmeMed of Tampa Bay
]

p ig
Skin Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation
Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Andrew Daley, MD
Internal Medicine

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness
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HILLSBOROUGH STUDENTS EARN PRESTIGIOUS ALL-STATE MUSIC HONORS ENSEMBLES

Staff Report

Hillsborough  County Public  Schools
(HCPS) proudly announces that 201 out-
standing students have earned placement in
the highly selective Florida Music Educators
Association (FMEA) All-State Ensembles,
distinguishing themselves among the state’s
most accomplished young performers.

Each year, FMEA conducts rigorous state-
wide blind auditions to fill positions in 24
different All-State performing groups, span-

Elementary :

All-State Elementary Chorus

Cecelia Cannon - Collins K-8

Azalea Covarrubias - Collins K-8

Amara Fontanez - Collins K-8

Middle :

All-State Middle Band

Giuliana Daniele - Barrington (Trombone)
Middle Honors Band

Jocelyn Laseca - Randall (Bb Clarinet)
Seth Carpena - Burns (Alto Saxophone)
Joshua Pinizzotto- Mulrennan (Trombone)
All-State Middle Orchestra

Matthew Maloney - Burns (Violin 1)
Middle Honors Orchestra

Emanuel Jerald - Randall (Violin 2)
All-State Middle Treble Chorus

Leah Kim - Randall (Treble 1)

Karys Grimaldo - Eisenhower (Treble 2)
Keila Akingboye - Barrington (Treble 3)
Genesis Hurtado - Barrington (Treble 3)
Natalie Simos - Randall (Treble 3)

ning elementary, middle and high school lev-
els. Students submit recorded auditions that
are evaluated against thousands of peers
from across Florida. This year, 20 elementa-
ry, 101 middle and 80 high school students
in HCPS earned All-State selections from
a competitive pool of more than 10,000
audition entries, proudly representing the
district at the 2026 FMEA All-State Music
Conference held in Tampa.

Brunette Telcy - Rodgers Treble 3)
Linden Whitman - Barrington (Treble 3)
All-State Middle Mixed Chorus
Hannah Wright - Burns (Soprano)

Lily Alerta - Barrington (Alto)
Eleanor Floyd - Barrington (Alto)
Norah Nadeau - Burns (Alto)

Cara Stewart - Barrington (Alto)

Rory Steever - Barrington (Tenor)
Clark Bentinganan - Barrington (Bass)
Andres Ospina - Barrington (Bass)
Rishit Srivastava - Barrington (Bass)
Noah Ward - Burns (Bass)

Austin Zaifert - Barrington (Bass)

High :

Honors Orchestra

Angel Mercado - Sumner (Violin 1)
Chase Copeland - Bloomingdale (Cello)
Madison Moncrief - Lennard (Cello)
All-State Symphonic Band

Nicolas Hart - Riverview (French Horn)

Superintendent Van Ayres celebrated
the students' achievements, stating: “To see
such a large number of Hillsborough County
students earn All-State recognition from a
field of more than 10,000 auditions is tru-
ly remarkable. It shows not only their hard
work and talent but also the strong music
and fine arts opportunities our school dis-
trict provides. Our students thrive because
they are supported by exceptional teachers

High Honors Band

Tamara Yasin - Lennard (Flute)

Adam Goodenough - Bloom (Bb Clarinet)
Allison Mazuchowski - Brandon (Trumpet)
Ryan Tardy - Lennard (French Horn)

Ian Cortes - Lennard (Euphonium)

David Baca - Durant (Percussion)
All-State Popular Music Collective
Tamara Yasin - Lennard (Vocalist)
All-State Concert Orchestra

Rebecca Jorgensen -Newsome (Bass)
All-State Symphonic Orchestra
Michael Iwanicki -Newsome (Cello)
Romeo Mongaya - Durant (Bass)

Jalina Guo -Newsome (Oboe)

All-State Concert Chorus

Julia Guarnieri - Newsome (Soprano 2)
IKAnjali Pathania - Bloomingdale (Alto 2)
Matthew Bowman - Riverview (Tenor 1)
Ian Silverman - East Bay (Tenor 2)

Ryan Noe - Newsome (Bass 2)

Gavin Taylor - Newsome (Bass 2)

who build outstanding music programs, and
we are incredibly proud of their success.”

Students selected for All-State represent
schools across the district and excel in a
wide range of ensembles, including orches-
tras, choirs, concert bands, jazz groups, gui-
tar ensembles and specialized performance
groups. For more, visit www.hillsborough-
schools.org. HCPS congratulates the follow-
ing students:

All-State SSAA Chorus

Parker Herold - Newsome (Soprano 1)
Alexis McLean - Newsome (Soprano 1)
Ella Bucko - Newsome (Soprano 2)
Olivia Heinis - Newsome (Soprano 2)
Hayrah Rahman - Lennard (Soprano 2)
Patience Bond - Riverview (Alto 1)
Eliana Estes - East Bay (Alto 1)

Devi Schmidt - Newsome (Alto 1)

Layla Williams - Newsome (Alto 1)
Adra Allen - Lennard (Alto 2)

Lorena Figueroa-Carrillo-Newsome(Alto 2)
Neela Lee - Riverview (Alto 2)

Brooke McOrmond - Newsome (Alto 2)
Susanna Perez - Durant (Alto 2)
All-State TTBB Chorus

Jacob Lachance - Sumner (Tenor 1)
Brock Bartlett - Newsome (Tenor 2)
Owen Kudia - Newsome (Tenor 2)
Jacob Loviska - East Bay (Tenor 2)
Patrick Mares - Bloomingdale (Bass 1)
Keegan Hartung - East Bay (Bass 2)

= BRANDON
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Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

" TESSERA ssssse
HEST BEST BFST BES? BEST

ALZHEIMER'S
ASSOCIATION

Hybrid Dementia and Rizheimer’s Support Groups
for Care Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

Third Zoom Meeting ID: Fourth
Tuesday 933 4701 6033 Wednesday
of Every Month Passcode: of Every Month
at 6:30 pm 459148 at 2:00 pm
Meeting in Join by phone: Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom 833.928.1608 Person & Via Zoom

DID YOU KNOW?

Agree, then agree,
then agree...
You cannot rationalize
With a person with
dementia.

‘j il J:i.;l | :&: RN
81 3 607 6880

Come a little early for refreshments!
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

STRETCH ZON E

JRK. PLAY:REPEAT

) Paseo A al BIV( B 102-1D0110 bed
DNEe.Ce DCatlo apolio-hed
] , 104-0694
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SERENITY
MEADOWS

o & &

Pardon Our Dust
Project developments
are moving forward
quickiyl.

Secure your spot soon
to take advantage of
Pre-Construction DEALS!

(expires March 2026)

MEMORIAL PARK

6919 Providence Rd, Iiwer\uew
813-677-9494 | serenitymeadows.com




Winter here
can last for sev-
eral months. 1In
West-Central Flori-
da, however, we are
very fortunate com-
pared to other areas
in the country. Now,
normally, is a great
time to go outside
and garden. It has
been quite chilly,
aka COLD, in the
mornings.  Frosts
and freezes occur
occasionally in Cen-
tral Florida.

Gardening tips for
the next few months:

Plant Vegeta-
bles: For March and
April, plant beans,
cantaloupe,  okra,
southern peas and
sweet potato. For
more information, go
to https://edis.ifas.
ufl.edu/publication/
vh021, where you can view the Florida
Vegetable Gardening Guide.

Mulch: Cool weather is always a great
time to add mulch to your landscape beds
if it is less than 3 inches deep. Mulch requ-
lates soil temperature, adds organic value,
inhibits weeds and retains soil moisture.
Pine bark, pine straw/needles, eucalyptus,
melaleuca and leaves are good options.

Manage Weeds: You can cover weeds
with newspapers to smother them or use
an environmentally friendly weed killer.

Riverview

GET THE DIRT:
WINTER LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE

BY LYNN BARBER, URBAN HORTICULTURE AGENT

Prune: Check
the ‘Calendar’
* for what plants
% can be pruned
and when. Prun-
ing trains plants
to grow in a cer-

tain  direction,
improves health
by removing

diseased stems,
increases flow-
ering and caus-
es more abun-
dant foliage.

Pests — Biting,
Sucking and Chew-
ing: The first step
is to properly iden-
tify the insect to
be sure it is a pest
versus a beneficial
insect. If you must,
use the least toxic
product. Spot treat
plants as needed,
not the entire land-

scape.

Inefficient Irrigation: Do you have bro-
ken irrigation heads, plants blocking the
spray pattern or a rain shut-off device that
does not work? Is your water bill for more
than 20,000 gallons of water per month?
If yes, call Will Stone at 813-744-5519, ext.
54133. He may be able to help you decrease
your water usage.

Rewards of Winter Landscape Mainte-
nance: You are outside, productive and en-
joying nature.

Contact: labarber@ufl.edu.

SEIORIDAZSIH

AND FAMILY FESTIVAL

FRI & SAT

©-=T11  GATES OPEN AT 4:30 PM | RODEO STARTS AT 7:00 PM
APRIL

RAIN OR SHINE EVENT

OTEST'SHOW ON

HILLSBOROUGH CO FAIRGROUNDS

TAMPARODEO.COM

'FULL RODEO!
~ (OLDBERR

......
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ROTARY SPOTLIGHT:
ACTIVITIES, MEETINGS & MORE

FishHawk-Riverview Rotary Club

The FishHawk-Riverview Rotary Club
continues to bring meaningful programs
and community connection to its weekly
meetings.

It was honored to welcome Dawn My-
ers, who shared valuable insights and
inspired discussion among our mem-
bers. Her message reminded the club
members of how important it is to stay

Staff Report

about how Rotary makes a difference
locally and globally.

Rotary Club of Brandon Kicks

Off a Busy Start to the Year
January and February mark the bus-
iest — and most rewarding — months
for the Rotary Club of Brandon. During
this stretch, members rally together to
host the cIubs two largest annual fund-

engaged, in- raisers: the
formed_ and Bill Harper
committed Honorary
to service. Golf  Tour-

The club nament and
also  looks the highly
forwa r d anticipated
to  hearing Wild Game

from Rachel Lane of Graze Academy,
who will be sharing more about her
organization's work and impact in our
community. Supporting local initiatives
and learning about innovative programs
like Graze Academy is part of how Rota-
ry strengthens partnerships and creates
opportunity.

In celebration of St. Patrick's Day,
Christopher Jones will be leading a fes-
tive and engaging program that reflects
the fellowship and spirit that make Ro-
tary so special. It's always a joy to blend
tradition, community and service.

Between the laughter, the planning,
the community projects and the mo-
ments of ‘Who volunteered me for that?’
— something powerful is happening.

“We are shaping our community. We
are shaping young leaders. We are shap-
ing hope,” said the FishHawk-Riverview
Rotary Club.

As always, it remains committed to
‘service above self’ and invites commu-
nity members to visit and learn more

== B

Dinner.

These cornerstone events are more
than just traditions; they are the driving
force behind the club's charitable im-
pact. Together, they typically generate
more than $100,000, funding commu-
nity initiatives, local nonprofit support
and scholarships for deserving students.

What makes these events truly spe-
cial is the full participation of the club's
membership. Rotarians volunteer side
by side, strengthening friendships while
working toward a shared mission of ser-
vice. The energy, camaraderie and com-
mitment on display each year reflect the
heart of the Rotary motto: service above
self.

With another season of fundraising
underway, the Rotary Club of Brandon
looks forward to continuing its legacy
of giving back and making a meaningful
difference in the community.

If you are interested in joining, please
text Debbie Meegan at 813-601-2315.

Tues.- Fri. 9am-4pm
 Sat.9am-1pm

I~

MARY & MARTHA HOUSE -

FASHION & 22485 ot
HOME GOODS — Tos-Fisoam-tom

~ Sat.9am-12pm

S

-? Fashion + Housewares + Vintage + Furniture
Toys + Appliances + Glassware + More!

Socation:

312US. Hwy.,41 S.
Ste.B,

Ruskin, FL 33570
www.MaryMarthaHouse.org - F 0000
NON-ELECTRIC
NEVER HEALTHIER
BUY SALT ALTERNATIVE
AGAIN NOSALT

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE
WATER SOFTENER CHECKUP!

(813)684-7873(PURE) [B

GARY BANCROFT
OWNER

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS!

BBE.
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LIVE WITH PEAGE OF MIND

For our brave veterans and
every senior who deserves the
very best! At Freedom Plazq,
located on 140 acres in the heart
of beautiful

Sun City Center, Florida; we
believe in more than just
retirement —

we believe in living worry-free!

STAY INDEPENDENT.STAY ACTIVE. STAY FREE.

- Maintenance-Free Living

« A Full Continuum of Healthcare

« A Strong Community of Patriots

« Top-Rated in Sun City Center, Florida

READY T0 EXPERIENGE THE FREEDOM ¢
YOU DESERVE?

A community of seniors who are
living their best lives. Visit us today
at Freedom Plaza — where your
future is secure and your lifestyle is
full of possibilities!

Peace of mind, stanty hened

Sponsored by the
Retired Officers

SCHEDULE ATOUR & LEARN Corporation
MORE ABOUT LIFE CARE

(813) 634-1824

a 1010 American Eagle Blvd,
Sun City Center, FL 33573

@ FreedomPlazaFL.com FI‘GGdOIIl Plaza




March 2026 Riverview

er
Lo e

Vaughan,
Realtor

o~
e RE/MAX

W AllianceGroup

Over $15 million
in sales in 2025

RE/MAX
Hall of Fame,
Top 1% among
all agents across
Tampa Bay

It's time again for Relay For Life, that terrific fund-

raiser in which teams of all ages collect donations

and take turns walking or running laps for up to 24
hours, always keeping at least 1 teammate on track.
Please consider giving or getting involved! For de-
tails go to www.relayforlife.org or call 800-227-2345.

Certified Luxury

American Cancer Society -x( “ Home Specialist

Relay For Life EC?F‘I‘}.YIFE. Newsome ngh’
A Team Event to Fight Cancer Riverview High

parent

“T live here.
I love it here.
And I sell here
like no one else!”

Direct:
813-748-4536

Email:
annmarievaughan
@verizon.net

Web:

Let's Get Together In Real Estate, Too! it

WHEN YOU KNOW, YOU KNOW! If
you want & recognize quality upgrades

Local Event Dates:

March 6 - University of Tampa
March 7 - Raymond James Stadium
March 27 - University of South Florida

I give free ad space to groups or events that improve our community. Call me with your ideas! — Ann Marie

EXCELLENCE & ELEGANCE surround P%
you at this magnificent, custom-built, [

5,000-SF home'in FishHawk’s Kestrel &%
Ridge! On a cul-de-sac half-acre in the [
security-gated enclave, the property F#
features an impressive pool & spa lanai
with a panoramic view of conservation
woods & water. An outdoor kitchen &
gas fireplace flank the heated pool on a

travertine-tiled deck; triP

open it all forgreat en
are just as

le pocket sliders
_entertaining. Details
azzling inside, of course:

coffered ceilings, crown molding, col- [
umns & arches, gorgeous granite, diag-
onal-tile floors & backsplashes, decora- |
tive listello, raised-panel wood cabinets,

walk-in wine closet & so much more.
New to market this month at $1,485,000.

Just sold in FishHawk!
Size, surroundings &
some of the best schools
in Florida drew my buyer
clients to this home in
FishHawk West. It's a
2,660-SF 5/3.5/2 just a

short walk from Stowers [~

Elementary, & .the%/. know
how much their child will
love it here. | negotiated

a new roof for them for
added value. $450,000

=== Better than when it was

built! From new tile, LVP
& epoxy floors to updated
fans, fixtures, & other

i finishes, this thoroughly

renovated townhome

1 towers 4 stories above

the Apollo Beach water-

| front in the upscale

boating colony of Sunset
Bay. Get nearly 3,100 SF
plus a tandem’'garage

3l over 700 SF. $499,900

Pending sale FishHawk!
In Encore, the 55-plus
haven with resort-style
amenities, here’s the
advantage of a minimal-
maintenance villa! From

roof & yard to exclusive [

club & community events.
your comfort is covere
in this well-appointed
2/2/2 with an extra room
that makes the most of
1,600 SF.  $350,000

beyond most in"an upscale neighbor-
hood, here is the home for you within
wonderful Waterset! Inside & outside
this Sandpiper by West Baé/ you'll find
improvements from a 400-SF screened
lanai to $65,000 in casement hurricane-
impact windows. Tile & LVP floors,
decorator fans & fixtures, seamless
utters, salt-free water softener, 8-foot ===
oors including full-glass French doors
to the office & a frosted-glass entry with
sidelight, security system with cameras
front & back, even an electric vehicle
charger in the garage await you. It's a
2,100-SF 3/2/2 with a customized office

that can be a 4th bedroom. $500,000

& In Boyette Park, a tree-
shadéd, step-down park
as part of your own
fenced back yard :?IVBS
this 2,180-SF 3/2/3
something extra! With a
woodsy conservation
view instead of a rear
nei%h_bor, this special

* spot is now a youn

.| family's playground but

offers many creative
possibilities. $459,900

"] For rent near FishHawk!
Live just a mile east with-
out deed restrictions on
pets, boats, trailers, RVs
ATVs, etc! This 1,800-SF
3/2/2 on nearly 7 acres

bility & security with a
fenced yard of 1-acre,
gated driveway, & even
lockable hol |n§; pens
on a concrete pad.
$2,750 monthly

This nearly new town-
home outshines others!
You'll find several rea-
sons, but it starts with
added sunlight, literally;
end units like this get

Pl more windows thanks
o to having only 1 side up

a%’:linst a neighbor! It's
a 3/2.5/2 with 1,860 SF
in Madison Village, a
small community in SE
Tampa. $325,000

gives you privacy, flexi- #




