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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 11 

 

Reconstitution of the SC/ST Committee  

 The Tamil Nadu Government has reconstituted the State Vigilance and Monitoring Committee for 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).  

 The Chief Minister serves as the Chairman of the committee, with 59 members from Parliament 
and the State Legislative Assembly belonging to SCs/STs.  

 The committee also includes the Ministers of Home, Finance, and Social Justice, the Chief 
Secretary, Home Secretary, Director General of Police (DGP)/Head of Police Force (HoPF), and 
representatives from the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST).  

 The Secretary, Social Justice Department, serves as the coordinator of the committee.  

 The committee meets twice a year to review the implementation of the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.  

 It monitors measures taken to prevent atrocities and ensure the welfare and protection of SC/ST 
communities. 
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Tamil Nadu in Higher Education GER  

 Tamil Nadu recorded the highest Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education in India, 
according to the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2023–24.  

 Tamil Nadu's GER increased to 52.3%, crossing 50% for the first time.  

 Around 35.8 lakh students aged 18–23 years are enrolled in higher education out of 68.4 lakh 
youth in the State.  

 The State has 2,983 colleges, an increase of 70 colleges compared to the previous year.  

 Girls recorded a GER of 53.1%, while boys recorded 51.6% in higher education. 
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Centre of Excellence on Human-Wildlife Conflict 

  Union Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurated the Centre of Excellence (CoE) on Human-Wildlife 
Conflict at the Wildlife Institute of India–Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (WII-
SACON) in Coimbatore and launched the National Human-Wildlife Conflict Portal. 

  The Centre of Excellence was announced by the Prime Minister during the 7th meeting of the 
National Board for Wildlife (NBWL).  

 The Centre will serve as a national hub for research, innovation, policy support, capacity building, 
and scientific management of human-wildlife conflict.  

 The National Human-Wildlife Conflict Portal will improve data management, knowledge sharing, 
and decision-making for conflict mitigation across India. of 10  

 The first edition of "Current Status of Human-Wildlife Conflict in India: An Overview" was also 
released, highlighting the country's conflict trends and emerging challenges. 
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3rd BRICS Transport Working Group Meeting  

 The 3rd BRICS Transport Working Group (TWG) Meeting began in Nagpur, Maharashtra, under 

India’s BRICS Chairship 2026.  It aims to strengthen cooperation among member countries on 
sustainable and future-ready transport systems.  

 The meeting discusses key areas such as sustainable transport infrastructure, clean mobility, 
logistics resilience, and multimodal connectivity to address emerging global transport challenges.  

 India’s BRICS Chairship theme is “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and 
Sustainability”.  

 The six flagship initiatives under India’s Chairship include sustainable infrastructure, Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel (SAF), transport decarbonisation, urban mobility, resilient logistics, and railway 
research cooperation.  

 The meeting was organised by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH).  

 BRICS nations together account for 49.5% of the world’s population, 40% of global Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), and 26% of global trade, highlighting their role in global transport cooperation 
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ACITI Technology Partnership  

 India, Australia, and Canada launched the Australia–Canada–India Technology and Innovation 
Partnership (ACITI) to strengthen cooperation in technology and innovation.  

 The trilateral partnership focuses on Artificial Intelligence (AI), green energy technologies, critical 
minerals, and resilient supply chains.  

 ACITI aims to combine Canada’s AI and clean technology expertise, India’s digital infrastructure, 



 

 
 
 
 

6 
 

and Australia’s resource and commercialisation capabilities.  

 The partnership promotes cooperation in net-zero technologies, industrial projects, and 
sustainable technology ecosystems.  

 It was announced after a meeting of the three countries’ leaders at the G20 Summit in 
Johannesburg (2025). 
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BRICS Women Ministerial Meeting 2026  

 The BRICS Women's Ministerial Meeting concluded in Kochi, Kerala, under India’s BRICS 
Chairmanship 2026 to strengthen cooperation on women-led development and gender equality.  

 The meeting included the BRICS Women Working Group Meeting and the BRICS Women 
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Ministerial Meeting.  

 The meeting adopted the first-ever Joint Statement under the BRICS Women Track. 

 India introduced two initiatives — BRICS Digital Repository of Best Practices for sharing 
successful policies and innovations, and BRICS Digital Capacity Building Guidelines for 
strengthening institutional cooperation and knowledge exchange.  

 Discussions focused on digital inclusion, women's entrepreneurship, financial empowerment, 
climate resilience, food security, and nutrition.  

 The meeting was organised by the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) and 
reaffirmed BRICS countries’ commitment to advancing women-led development as a driver of 
sustainable growth 
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Lead Removal Method - IIT Guwahati 

  Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IITG) researchers developed a biological material using 
cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) to remove lead from contaminated water.  

 The research team led by Professor Debasish Das from the Department of Biosciences and 
Bioengineering found that exopolysaccharides (EPS), a sugarrich substance produced by algae, can 
absorb toxic lead particles.  

 The developed biological material removed 66.2% of lead from polluted water by binding with 
lead particles through natural chemical groups.  

 Cyanobacteria are naturally available in ponds, lakes, reservoirs, paddy fields and slow-moving 
freshwater bodies, making the method sustainable and ecofriendly.  

 Conventional methods like chemical precipitation, membrane filtration and ion exchange are 
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costly and generate secondary pollutants, while this method offers a greener alternative. 

                   -             

                                 (IITG)                 , 

                                       

                 (              )                      

                     . 

                                                      

                                           , 

                                                      

                     (EPS),                              

                                          . 

                                 ,                   

                                  ,                    

66.2%                  . 

                           ,       ,                 ,      

                                                        

          ,                                              

     . 

                    ,                              

                                                  

                                             ,       

                                      . 

 
Wildlife Meetings 2026  

 The 91st Standing Committee meeting of the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL), the 46th 
meeting of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA), and the 29th meeting of the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) were held in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, in July 2026.  

 The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) is a statutory advisory body constituted under the Wild 
Life (Protection) Act, 1972, and is chaired by the Prime Minister. 
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 It advises the government on wildlife conservation and reviews and grants approval for projects 
affecting protected areas.  

 The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) is a statutory body established under the Wild Life (Protection) 
Act, 1972 (1991 Amendment) and is chaired by the Union Minister for Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC).  

 It regulates, recognises, and monitors zoos to promote wildlife conservation, education, and 
scientific management.  

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is a statutory body constituted under the Wild 
Life (Protection) Act, 1972, through the 2006 Amendment, and is chaired by the Union Minister for 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).  

 It implements Project Tiger, approves tiger conservation plans, and strengthens the protection of 
tiger reserves.  

 During the NBWL meeting, over 100 development projects requiring wildlife clearance were 
reviewed, while the CZA discussed zoo modernisation and wildlife health, and the NTCA reviewed 
tiger conservation and management measures. 
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World Population Day 2026 - July 11 

  It aims to promote family planning, reproductive health, gender equality, maternal healthcare, 
and sustainable development.  

 It was established by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 1989 and has been 
observed since 1990.  

 The theme for the year 2026 is "Realizing the hopes and aspirations of young people – today and 
for the future."  

 The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) leads the global campaign, and the world's 
population is estimated to exceed 8.3 billion in 2026. 
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V.T. Valluvan, a natural farmer from Pollachi, Coimbatore, secured third place in the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UN FAO) 'Soil Hero Guardian' contest.  
o He was recognised for increasing soil organic carbon to 1.56% through multilevel, multi-crop, tree-
based natural farming. 
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India introduced Awiqli (insulin icodec), the world’s first once-weekly basal insulin by Novo 
Nordisk  
o It will be reducing insulin injections from 365 to 52 per year for adults with Type 1 and Type 2 
diabetes. 
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Jaipur ranked 6th globally and became the only Indian city in the Top 10 of the Happy City Index 
2026.  
o London (UK) topped the index, followed by New York City (USA) and Paris (France). 
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State Election Commissioner Resignation issue  

❖ Tamil Nadu Government has asked the State Election Commissioner B. Jothi Nirmalasamy to step 
down from her post.  

❖ B. Jothi Nirmalasamy became the State Election Commissioner in March 2024 for a five-year term 
ending in May 2029.  

❖ The State Election Commission is a constitutional and autonomous body responsible for 
conducting free and fair elections to local self-government bodies.  

❖ She is also the Chairperson of the Tamil Nadu Delimitation Commission, which oversees ward 
delimitation for local body elections.  

❖ She also oversaw the indirect by-elections to several urban local bodies following the resignation 
of the mayors of a few corporations.  

❖ According to Article 243K of the Constitution of India, the State Election Commissioner is 
appointed by the Governor and shall not be removed from office except in the like manner and on 
the like grounds as a Judge of a High Court.  

❖ Further, the conditions of service shall not be varied to the State Election Commissioner’s 
disadvantage after appointment, subject to the provisions of any law made by the State legislature. 
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