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- Art History -

Discover the visionary artists who captured the untamed spirit of a growing nation.

Presentation Highlights:
• Pioneering Visionaries: Meet the trailblazing men and women who 

launched America's first homegrown art movement.
• Expanding Horizons: Trace their artistic journeys from the Hudson Valley 

to the American West and beyond.
• Uncover the spiritual, political, and cultural symbolism woven into their 

iconic landscapes.

Step into the breathtaking world of the Hudson River School —
America’s very first true artistic fraternity. Beginning in the 1820s, this 
dynamic group of men and women turned their canvases toward the 
unique, wild beauty of the American continent. What started along the 
scenic banks of New York’s Hudson Valley soon expanded across the 
entire nation and even into the dramatic landscapes of South 
America.

This richly illustrated presentation brings to life the people, places, and hidden symbolism that 
defined a monumental era in American art.

 

Hudson River Painters - An Artistic Landscape Fraternity

Thomas Hart Benton - An American Artist that 
Chronicled American Culture in the 20th Century
Explore the dynamic murals and vivid landscapes of one of 20th­
century America's most iconic artists.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how World War I impacted Benton's artistic style and how he taught 

Abstract Expressionism as an instructor.
• Benton had a fascinating working method and was a controversial figure in 

the world of mural art, often in public conflict with others. 
• Learn how President Truman's Library became the glue creating a lasting 

friendship between two of Missouri's most famous sons. 

Renowned as one of America's preeminent muralist, Thomas Hart 
Benton captured the heart, grit, and spirit of a changing nation. 
Professionally trained in both America and France, Benton forged a 
fluid, muscular style that chronicled the American landscape and 
everyday life from the 1930s through the 1970s.

His striking depictions of American history and culture offered insightful—and widely beloved—
social commentary. Beyond his own legendary portfolio, Benton left a lasting impact on art history 
as a mentor, famously guiding a young Jackson Pollock (who also posed for several of Benton's 
works).
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Arshile Gorky - Could he be the last Surrealist and the 
First Abstract  Expressionist?
Uncover the visionary immigrant artist who bridged European Surrealism and American 
Modernism.

Presentation Highlights:
• Bridging Two Worlds: Explore how Gorky translated European Modernism 

into a distinctly American artistic movement.
• Relentless Innovation: See how he evolved from mastering classical 

forms to pioneering futuristic concepts.
• As the Father of Abstract Expressionism join us as we trace his profound 

influence on 1940s American art and abstract legacy.

An early 20th­century immigrant and largely self­taught genius, 
Arshile Gorky transformed the trajectory of modern art. By mastering 
the styles of early European masters and fusing them with his own 
relentless, futuristic experimentation, Gorky forged an innovative 
visual language unlike any before it.

Widely regarded as one of the most daring and influential figures of the American modernist 
movement, Gorky laid the groundwork for the mid­century art world. Discover how his prolific, 
boundary­pushing portfolio ultimately catalyzed the birth of Abstract Expressionism in the 1940s.

Discover the extraordinary life, art, and heroism of 
Connecticut’s premier Surrealist master.

Presentation Highlights:
• A Trailblazer in Surrealism: Explore Sage’s distinct, evocative architectural 

landscapes and her standing in a male­dominated movement.
• Artistic Sanctuary in Connecticut: Learn about her life with Yves Tanguy and 

their home in Woodbury, CT.
• Wartime Heroine: Discover how Sage helped rescue European artists 

fleeing Nazi­occupied Europe, forever altering the course of American art.

While female Surrealist painters are rare in art history, Connecticut’s 
own Kay Sage stands out as one of the movement's most vital and 
visionary figures. Alongside her husband, French Surrealist artist 
Yves Tanguy, Sage settled in Woodbury, CT, in the 1940s, creating a powerful hub for Modernist 
art in New England.

Sage’s life was as dramatic as her haunting, architectural canvases. As World War II swept across 
Europe, she courageously funded and organized the escape of numerous vanguard European 
artists to America—saving lives and effectively fueling the rise of Surrealism in the United States. 
Join us for an inspiring visual presentation exploring Sage’s remarkable artistic voice, her profound 
influence on American Modernism, and her lasting local legacy.

American Surrealist Kay Sage - A Woodbury Artist 
remembered
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Discover 170 years of visionary inventors, daring pilots, and high-
flying innovation.

Presentation Highlights:
• Meet the daring Connecticut inventors and aviators who 

revolutionized flight.
• High-Stakes Innovation - Discover the personal and financial risks 

taken to turn wild flying dreams into reality.
• Journey through nearly two centuries of iconic aircraft, hidden local 

history, and memorable airborne triumphs.

From early dreamers to aviation pioneers, Connecticut inventors and 
entrepreneurs have played a monumental role in keeping humanity 
"up in the air." Driven by vision, brilliant engineering, and sheer grit, 
these brave fliers and master builders consistently pushed the boundaries of flight to reach for the 
stars.

Their stories are a thrilling mix of groundbreaking innovation and intense risk—where pioneers 
frequently gambled both their personal safety and financial fortunes to conquer the skies. Through 
captivating short stories and vivid historic imagery, this presentation spans 17 decades of aviation 
history to introduce you to the extraordinary people and remarkable flying machines that shaped 
our state and the world.

Discover the watercolors, murals, and captivating untold 
stories of a master who redefined American art.

Presentation Highlights:
• Beyond the Canvas: Explore Sargent’s stunning, lesser­known 

watercolors, charcoal studies, and massive architectural murals.
• Challenging Convention: Uncover the bold artistic choices that defied 

19th­century expectations and sealed his fame.
• Stories & Secrets: Delve into the family bonds, personal triumphs, and 

intriguing puzzles behind his iconic paintings.

Most know John Singer Sargent as the premier portrait artist of the 
Gilded Age, but his true body of work reaches far beyond aristocratic 
society portraits. Over his prolific career, Sargent created hundreds 
of charcoal sketches, breathtaking watercolors, and grand, 
sweeping public murals—building a portfolio of over 3,000 works.

Sargent’s formula for success was both evocative and daring, often challenging the strict 
conventions of his era. This captivating presentation invites your patrons to look beyond the 
famous canvases to uncover the puzzles hidden within his art, the devotion he held for his 
extended family, and the rich stories of an extraordinary life.

John Singer Sargent: Beyond the Portraits

- Aviation History -
Tales from Connecticut’s Aviation History - Keeping 
things up in the air all the time
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Charles Lindbergh - There is so Much More to His Story
Discover the thrilling exploits, extraordinary risks, and 
captivating life story of aviation’s greatest pioneer.

Presentation Highlights:
• A Master in the Air ­ Explore Lindbergh’s early days, unique flying 

instinct, and lifelong passion for aviation.
• Relive the high­stakes gamble of the 1927 solo flight across the Atlantic.
• View rare vintage photographs that bring his dangerous exploits and 

personal challenges to life.

Charles Lindbergh was a natural­born aviator who possessed an 
incredible passion for flight and a fearless attitude toward danger. 
Out of 68 daring pilots who attempted to fly non­stop across the 
Atlantic Ocean, Lindbergh stood alone as the first to accomplish the 
impossible, instantly cementing his place in global history.

Yet his solo transatlantic flight was only one chapter in a remarkably complex life. This captivating 
presentation journeys beyond the headline­grabbing transatlantic achievement to explore the full 
life story of an extraordinary man and pilot. Featuring curated vintage photographs, you'll 
experience the intense challenges, daring exploits, and quiet determination of an iconic 20th­
century figure.

Dope, Fabric and Guts - True Stories about the Earliest 
Fliers as They Invented the Future
Travel back to the dawn of aviation, when daring pioneers 
took to the skies to build the future.

Presentation Highlights:
• Experience the global race to build the first functional "aeroplanes" at 

the turn of the 20th century.
• Discover a time when airspace was wild, lawless, and waiting to be 

conquered.
• True Tales of Adventure ­ Hear the gripping, lesser­known stories of 

the men and women who risked everything for flight.

In 1903, the world was gripped by a single, audacious obsession: 
figuring out how to make a machine fly. Long before modern 
aircraft and regulated airways, the open sky was an uncharted 
frontier—a battleground of balance between birds and brave pioneer fliers, where national borders 
had not yet reached the clouds.

Crafted from little more than airplane dope, canvas fabric, and sheer courage, these early heavier­
than­air machines ushered in a new age of human mobility. Through thrilling true adventure 
stories, this presentation celebrates the visionary pilots and inventors who took colossal risks to 
invent the future—creating the history we marvel at today.
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American Flying Aces  -  1916 / 1970s
Meet the legendary fighter pilots who earned military history’s most elite aerial title. 

Presentation Highlights:
• What Makes an Ace: Learn the strict criteria, history, and prestige behind 

military aviation's top honor.
• Evolution of the Dogfight: Trace how air­to­air combat transformed from 

biplanes in WWI to supersonic jets in Vietnam.
• Stories of Valor: Hear dramatic, true accounts of the tactical geniuses 

and daring pilots who defined airborne combat over six decades.

To earn the title of "American Fighter Ace," a combat pilot must 
achieve the extraordinary: destroying five or more enemy aircraft in 
aerial combat while serving honorably in the skies. From the birth of 
dogfighting to the jet age, these elite aviators pushed skill, courage, 
and technology to the absolute limit.

This compelling visual presentation traces the evolution of aerial 
warfare across six decades of conflict. Discover how WWI pilots 
devised the very rules of aerial combat, and follow the legendary aces who flew through WWII, the 
Korean War, and the Vietnam Conflict. Packed with historic photographs and gripping personal 
accounts, this talk honors the bravery, tactics, and triumph of America's greatest combat fliers.
 

American Airpower - Bombers of WWII and the Cold War
Trace the engineering breakthroughs, high­stakes missions, and enduring legacy of 
America’s aerial heavyweights.

Presentation Highlights:
• Evolution of the Bomber: Explore the wide variety of medium, heavy, 

and strategic bombers deployed across three major conflicts.
• Discover the rapid manufacturing innovations and structural design 

breakthroughs forged during WWII.
• Cold War and Beyond: Trace the transition into the jet age and learn why 

certain vintage designs are still serving in active military roles today.

American Airpower brings together an extraordinary fleet of military 
aircraft designed for a single, pivotal mission: precision aerial 
bombardment. From the perilous skies over Europe and the Pacific 
to the tense strategic maneuvers of the Cold War, bombers stood at 
the center of 20th­century defense strategy.

This presentation explores the massive diversity of bomber aircraft 
deployed across WWII, the Korean War, and the Vietnam Era. Discover how the relentless 
pressure of wartime conflict drove rapid advances in construction, aerodynamics, and payload 
technology—and learn how some of these iconic Cold War giants remain active in military service 
today.
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Meet the intrepid American volunteers who took to the skies 
of Europe before their country entered the Great War.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover the state of aviation in 1914, when air power was a new 

concept.
• Hear the thrilling, personal stories of the 38 Americans who 

risked everything under the French flag.
• Explore how their headline-grabbing exploits rallied American 

support for the Allied cause before 1917.

When World War I broke out on July 28, 1914, aerial warfare was 
brand new—and the United States military possessed just six 
airplanes. Yet long before America officially entered the conflict in 
1917, thirty­eight brave American volunteers took matters into 
their own hands, joining a daring French fighter squadron that would become legendary: the 
Lafayette Escadrille.

Flying fragile biplanes in the lethal skies above the Western Front, their daring exploits captivated 
the press back home. Front­page headlines of their aerial dogfights and heroic sacrifices 
galvanized the American public, forever shaping national sentiment and helping nudge the country 
toward entering the war.

The Lafayette Escadrille - Americans Defending 
Democracy 

Stagecoaches, Railroads and Airlines - A History of 
People on the Move
Trace the high­stakes evolution of American travel and the 
fierce rivalries that shaped a nation on the go.

Presentation Highlights:
• Transit Rivalries ­ Explore the intense economic and cultural battles 

fought to win over the moving American public.
• Discover how stagecoach lines gave way to the massive 

transcontinental railroad boom.
• Follow the rise of commercial airlines as they transformed long­

distance travel forever.

The story of America is fundamentally a story of a nation always on 
the move. As early waterways and roads connected infant towns, 
the rugged stagecoach would become the primary choice for 
adventurous travelers. But as the country expanded westward, 
distances and populations exploded, and iron rails replaced dusty trails as railroads took over 
passenger travel.

Then came the age of flight. As aircraft technology advanced and airports multiplied, commercial 
airlines emerged as the ultimate way to cross the continent. This presentation explores the fierce 
competition, struggles, and triumphs among these iconic modes of transit as the American public 
continually reshaped how, where, and why we travel.
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The Space Race - From Sputnik to the Shuttle
Trace the high­stakes Cold War rivalry that pushed humanity 
from early satellites to footprints on the Moon and beyond.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how nuclear tensions transformed space exploration into an 

intense battle for global prestige.
• Trace the major milestones achieved by both superpowers, from early 

satellites and orbiters to planetary probes.
• Examine the monumental engineering, bravery, and political willpower 

that powered NASA's Apollo program.

For nearly fifteen years, the US and the Soviet Union engaged in an 
intense, high­stakes contest for supremacy above Earth’s 
atmosphere. Born out of Cold War tensions, the Space Race wasn't 
just about scientific discovery—it was an ideological showdown 
where every rocket launch carried immense geopolitical weight, with both superpowers trading 
early victories.

From the shocking beep of Sputnik 1 in 1957 to the historic Apollo 11 lunar landing and the 
inauguration of the Space Shuttle program, this presentation captures the thrilling saga of human 
spaceflight. Explore the pioneering efforts, dangerous trial flights, unmanned planetary probes, and 
strategic triumphs that ultimately enabled America to claim victory in the race to the stars.
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Discover the rich history, unique cultivation, and global impact of 
Connecticut’s world­famous shade tobacco.

Presentation Highlights:
• Trace Connecticut tobacco farming from colonial laws in 1640 to modern­

day prestige.
• The "Made in the Shade" Revolution ­ Learn how the 1901 development 

of shade tents created the ideal conditions for premium leaf wrappers.
• Follow the labor­intensive process of planting, harvesting, curing, and 

distributing this prized commodity.

A cigar’s wrapper is its most prized element—and for over a century, 
the finest wrappers in the world have come directly from the 
Connecticut River Valley. Connecticut’s relationship with tobacco 
stretches back to 1640, complete with strict early laws regulating its 
production. But in 1901, local agriculture was forever revolutionized by 
the invention of shade­grown tobacco.

Step into the fields to learn the intricate process of planting shade­grown tobacco under cloth 
tents, harvesting it by hand, curing it, and selling it on the global market. This fascinating 
presentation traces the entire journey of this valuable crop, from its introduction to European 
cultures to its rise as a major economic powerhouse in Connecticut. 

- Connecticut History -
Connecticut's Charter Oak - A Symbol of Freedom and 
Self-government Since 1662
Discover the bold colonial heist, hollow oak tree, and legendary 
defiance that saved Connecticut's independence.

Presentation Highlights:
• A Tyrannical Threat: Learn why the Dominion of New England sought to 

strip Connecticut of its freedom and self­governance.
• The Midnight Heist: Uncover the thrilling story of how colonial leaders hid 

the royal charter right under the governor’s nose.
• Trace how a single white oak tree evolved into a revered symbol featured 

on state quarters, monuments, and emblems today.

In 1687, the Connecticut Colony faced an existential crisis. Sir 
Edmund Andros, the royal governor of the Dominion of New England, 
arrived in Hartford with orders to seize the colony’s royal charter—a 
document guaranteeing its self­governance and autonomy. But 
during a tense night of negotiations, as candles were suddenly extinguished, a daring group of 
colonial patriots whisked the precious charter away into the dark and hid it deep inside the hollow 
trunk of a majestic white oak tree.

This legendary act of defiance preserved Connecticut's self­rule on paper, until Andros was 
ousted in 1692, cementing the ancient oak as an enduring national emblem of freedom, 
resilience, and early American democracy. 

Connecticut Wrappers - Made in the Shade
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Connecticut Innovations that Helped to Change the 
World 
Discover the bold ideas, radical patents, and surprising local 
breakthroughs that transformed global life.

Presentation Highlights:
• A Patent Powerhouse: Explore how Connecticut became America's early 

leader in patents and invention.
• Radical Ideas: Uncover the surprising local origins of everyday items and 

game­changing technologies.
• Enjoy an upbeat, story­filled 50 minutes celebrating Yankee ingenuity at 

its finest.

When the U.S. federal government first began issuing patents in 
1790, Connecticut quickly became an intellectual powerhouse—
leading the nation in patents per capita. From groundbreaking 
industrial designs to life­saving medical advances, Constitution State 
inventors have consistently redefined how the world works, plays, 
and lives.

In this lively and entertaining 50­minute presentation, patrons will laugh, learn, and take pride in 
Connecticut’s incredible legacy of human ingenuity. Join us for a fascinating tour of the local 
discoveries, quirky inventions, and revolutionary patents that originated right here in our backyard 
and went on to change the world.  

Connecticut Landmarks are Such Special Places 
Uncover the fascinating histories behind the state's most iconic 
sites and get inspired to explore.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how the Historic Sites Act of 1935 helped protect Connecticut's 

rich cultural treasures.
• Uncover the compelling, lesser­known history behind historic sites.
• Gain insights and travel motivation to visit historic venues hidden right in 

your backyard.

Connecticut is home to 60 National Historic Landmarks and dozens 
of state­designated treasures—ranging from maritime harbors and 
revolutionary homesteads to industrial monuments. Established 
under the Historic Sites Act of 1935, these extraordinary places were 
preserved to safeguard our nation's cultural soul. 

Behind every plaque, monument, and historic facade lies a captivating human story waiting to be 
told. This inspiring visual presentation brings Connecticut’s premier landmarks to life, revealing 
hidden details, dramatic events, and the unique heritage that makes them so special. You’ll walk 
away with a fresh appreciation for local history and a brand­new bucket list of places to experience 
firsthand!
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Early Inns and Taverns across Connecticut and New 
England
Step inside the bustling hubs of colonial news, politics, and 
community life.

Presentation Highlights:
• Ordinaries to Taverns ­ Trace the linguistic, religious, and political shifts 

that shaped early American hospitality.
• Discover how local taverns served as town halls, news centers, and 

meeting spots for patriots.
• Explore iconic Connecticut and New England taverns that are still 

standing today.

In colonial America, the local tavern was far more than a place to grab 
a drink—it was the beating heart of community life. Originally known 
as "ordinaries," early New England inns were strictly regulated and 
licensed by Puritan church authorities. By the American Revolution, as anti­British sentiment 
peaked, colonists dropped the traditional English term "inn" in favor of "tavern," creating centers for 
revolutionary fervor and social gathering.

This fascinating presentation explores the rich history, quirky laws, and vibrant social culture of 
New England's early taverns. Featuring stories of legendary stops and surviving historic buildings, 
this talk includes tailored insights into historic inns right in your own local area.

The Energy of Falling Water - Connecticut’s Early Mills
Discover how local rivers and waterwheels powered early 
American communities, industry, and innovation.

Presentation Highlights:
• Harnessing Nature: Learn how 17th­century settlers transformed flowing 

water into industrial kinetic energy.
• Birth of Communities: Discover how early gristmills and sawmills became 

the focal points for new Connecticut towns.
• Trace how early waterpower paved the way for Connecticut's famous 

clockmakers, ironworks, and textile factories.

In the early days of 1640, survival in New England depended entirely 
on self­reliance. Long before electricity or steam engines, small 
Connecticut villages turned to the power of their rivers and streams to 
build a new way of life. Water­powered mills were the ultimate 
solution, serving as the foundational engines of local survival and 
industry.

Entire towns sprang up around simple gristmills and sawmills, which quickly evolved into bustling 
manufacturing centers producing everything from hats and buttons to clocks, cider, and forged 
iron. This captivating presentation explores the history, mechanics, and high­stakes drama of 
Connecticut's early waterpower.
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Goodyear - The Story of a Connecticut Native
Discover the difficult life, patent battles, and world­changing 
invention of Connecticut's rubber pioneer.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how Goodyear accidentally perfected the vulcanization process 

after years of trial and hardship.
• Uncover the international rivalries, legal drama, and the landmark 1852 

court decision that defended his claim.
• A Bittersweet Legacy ­ Explore the tragic contrast between Goodyear’s 

personal struggles and the massive global industry that bears his name.

In 1844, Connecticut­born inventor Charles Goodyear patented the 
process of vulcanizing rubber — a revolutionary chemical 
breakthrough that transformed a sticky, temperature­sensitive natural 
goo into a tough, weatherproof industrial powerhouse. Yet 
Goodyear’s road to success was paved with personal hardship, 
financial ruin, and fierce legal battles against rival inventors like Britain’s Thomas Hancock.

Despite securing a decisive patent victory in a high­profile 1852 court battle, Goodyear suffered 
immense financial losses and never truly prospered from his discovery during his lifetime. This 
gripping presentation explores the dramatic life story of a native son whose relentless obsession 
created an industry that continues to drive the modern global economy.

Connecticut Newspapers - A Story Still Unfolding
Discover three centuries of local press history, headline-making 
battles, and relentless adaptation.

Presentation Highlights:
• 300 Years of Ink & Press ­ Journey through the evolution of local 

publishing from colonial times to the modern era.
• Discover how early editors fought censorship, paper scarcity, and 

primitive printing tools.
• Explore how the press adapted to survive the rise of radio, television, and 

the internet.

For nearly 300 years, Connecticut newspapers have served as the 
front­line record keepers of local history—yet their own behind­the­
scenes story is just as dramatic. From colonial­era printing presses to 
modern newsrooms, local editors have continually navigated 
monumental hurdles, including government censorship, critical paper 
shortages, and the mechanical limits of early printing technology.

As new media emerged, newspapers adapted time and again—surviving the rise of radio, the 
advent of television, and the digital revolution of the internet. This compelling presentation 
explores how Connecticut publishers innovated, opened new revenue streams, and proved that 
local print journalism is far from ready to fold.
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Finding Harmony in the Fight for Equality - Marian 
Anderson’s Inspiring Journey of Music and Civil Rights
Discover the life, voice, and courageous legacy of the 
trailblazing contralto and Danbury resident who broke racial 
barriers through song.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore Anderson's rise from church choirs to performing on the world's 

premier classical music stages.
• Revisit the momentous 1939 performance before 75,000 listeners that 

rallied a nation around civil rights.
• Discover how she made history as the first Black soloist to perform at the 

Metropolitan Opera.

Marian Anderson possessed one of the most sublime contralto voices 
in human history—a voice that legendary conductor Arturo Toscanini 
famously declared was heard "once in a hundred years." Yet her rise 
from humble beginnings in Philadelphia to international acclaim was 
marked by intense racial prejudice and profound personal courage. Her landmark 1939 Easter 
Sunday concert on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, performed after being denied access to 
Constitution Hall, became a defining catalyst in the American civil rights movement.

Join historian John Cilio as he explores Anderson's extraordinary vocal career, her quiet defiance 
against inequality, and her enduring inspiration for generations of artists and activists.

Illustrated Connecticut: Towns and Landscapes Before 
Photography - Meet John Barber 
Discover the prolific 19th­century engraver whose detailed town 
drawings captured a vanishing America before the age of 
photography.

Presentation Highlights:
• Picturing Early Connecticut ­ View detailed 1830s engravings of 

Connecticut towns before the advent of photography.
• Explore Barber’s career publishing over 60 books and hundreds of 

historical wood engravings.
• Discover his activist work in the Abolitionist movement, including his 

famous Amistad trial pamphlet.

Long before cameras documented daily American life, artist and 
historian John Warner Barber traveled the country to record its 
landscapes, architecture, and local lore. Published in 1837, his 
landmark book on Connecticut history chronicled every town in the state, pairing rich local 
accounts with meticulous hand­drawn engravings. Selling nearly 20,000 copies, it established 
Barber as one of the most successful authors and illustrators of the 1800s, with over 60 published 
books. Born in Windsor and based in New Haven, Barber was also a passionate reformer active in 
the Anti­Masonic, Temperance, and Abolitionist movements. 
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Candlewood Lake – One Big Battery and it has a History
Discover the bold engineering, flooded valleys, and hydroelectric 
innovation behind Connecticut's largest lake.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how 5,600 acres across five towns were transformed to build 

Connecticut’s largest body of water.
• Discover the clever physics and economics behind early 20th­century 

pumped­storage hydroelectricity.
• A Bold Feat of Engineering ­ Examine the ambitious construction project 

carried out by Connecticut Light and Power in the 1920s.

Today, Candlewood Lake is famous as a pristine recreational paradise, 
but its creation in the mid­1920s was a daring feat of industrial 
engineering. To establish a crucial hydroelectric power source for the 
state, the Connecticut Light and Power Company flooded 5,600 acres 
of farmland and woods in the Rocky River basin to create what was essentially a massive liquid 
battery.

The project relied on a revolutionary pumped­storage system: pumping water uphill from the 
Housatonic River during off­peak hours and releasing it back down to generate power during 
periods of peak demand. Though it required twice as much electricity to pump the water up as it 
eventually generated coming down, the economic logic was a resounding success. Join historian 
John Cilio as he explores the history, engineering marvels, and lasting legacy of this 
century­old human­made wonder.

Once Upon A Time: The Danbury Fair and Some of its 
History!
Take a nostalgic trip down memory lane to celebrate the rides, 
races, midway magic, and grand traditions of Connecticut's most 
famous fair.

Presentation Highlights:
• Trace the fair’s evolution from an 1869 agricultural gathering into one 

of America’s most famous autumnal events.
• Revisit beloved attractions, including stock car racing, giant fiberglass 

statues, themed villages, and daily parades.

For over a century, the Danbury Fair was the ultimate autumn 
tradition for generations of New Englanders. Beginning in 1869, this 
grand annual extravaganza brought the region to life every October 
with exhilarating stock car races, towering big top performances, 
colorful themed villages, daily grand parades, and bustling midway games. It was a place where 
rural agricultural traditions met spectacular showmanship, creating unforgettable memories for 
millions of visitors.

When the fairgrounds closed its gates for the final time in October 1981, an estimated 400,000 
heartbroken fans came to say goodbye to the beloved local institution. Join historian John Cilio for 
a delightful journey into the heart of the Danbury Fair—exploring its 112­year history, legendary 
attractions, unique lore, and enduring place in Connecticut's cultural heritage.
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From Connecticut to Capitol Hill: The Statesman’s 
Journey of Roger Sherman
Discover the self­educated shoemaker who became the only 
Founding Father to sign all four foundational documents of 
American freedom.

Presentation Highlights:
• The Self­Made Founder ­ Trace Sherman’s rise from a humble 

shoemaker, a surveyor and attorney in New Milford to one of Litchfield 
County's largest landowners and a national political figure.

• Explore his masterful political skill in mediating bitter disputes among the 
Founding Fathers to build national consensus.

• Hear unique historical insights presented by historian John Cilio from 
Sherman, Connecticut—a town named in honor of the great statesman.

Starting from humble beginnings as a shoemaker, shopkeeper, and 
surveyor, Roger Sherman rose to become one of Connecticut's most influential leaders and a 
pivotal architect of American independence. Fundamentally self­educated, Sherman used his 
sharp intellect, legal mind, and pragmatic wit to build a booming career in business, law, and 
politics—eventually serving in the Connecticut General Assembly and the Stamp Act Congress.

When the revolution erupted, Sherman became an indispensable force in forging a new nation. 
Known as a master mediator, he had a rare knack for helping rival Founding Fathers find common 
ground during intense debates over the nation's future. Join historian and storyteller John Cilio for 
a fascinating look at the public achievements and private life of this monumental American 
statesman.
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Discover how pamphlets, tavern debates, and powerful rhetoric united 
two million colonists against the world’s greatest superpower.

Presentation Highlights:
• The 18th­Century "Social Media" ­ Discover how broadsides, political 

pamphlets, and sermons rallied two million fiercely independent colonists.
• Explore how everyday people gathered in local taverns to debate radical 

ideas of liberty, natural rights, and self­governance.
• Analyze the specific language, slogans, and documents that transformed 

reluctant subjects into committed revolutionaries.
• Uncover how revolutionary rhetoric was used to identify political 

allegiance and expose Loyalist sympathizers.

Why would nearly two million colonial farmers and merchants, loyal 
British subjects dependent on their homeland for manufactured goods 
risk everything to rebel against the world’s most powerful empire? The answer lies in the 
transformative power of the written and spoken word. 

In this captivating presentation, historian John Cilio explores the persuasive language and political 
philosophies that convinced ordinary colonists that rebellion was their best and only path forward. 
Discover how revolutionary rhetoric created a shared national identity, ignited public debate among 
the literate and illiterate alike, and drew a sharp line between Patriots and Loyalists on the eve of 
the American Revolution.

- General History Topics -
The American Revolution Through the Eyes of its People
Experience the struggles, political clashes, and daily realities of 
the Revolutionary Era through stories and period documents.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how political turmoil, boycotts, and wartime inflation impacted 

everyday colonial families.
• Explore early British unification efforts, colonial divides, and the internal 

clashes that sparked revolution.

Step back into the turmoil of 18th­century America to see the fight for 
independence not just through famous generals, but through the 
everyday citizens who lived it. From initial British attempts to unite the 
colonies to internal political power struggles and domestic hardship, 
this lively presentation explores how the gathering storm of revolution 
transformed the daily lives of patriot families.

Richly illustrated with period artwork, historical documents, and rare illustrations, this program 
bridges past and present. Inspired by a fascinating 1785 account and enhanced with modern 
historical research, historian John Cilio reveals surprising insights about the road to independence, 
the Treaty of Paris, and the debate over America's first two constitutions.

The Language of Freedom: How Revolutionary Rhetoric 
Inspired a Nation
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Rolling West: The Saga of Wagon Trains and the 
American Dream
Discover the perils, perseverance, and pioneer spirit that forged 
a nation across 2,000 miles of western wilderness.

Presentation Highlights:
• Life on the Trail ­ Experience the daily realities, hazards, and hope of 

traveling 2,000 miles in a covered wagon.
• Women of the Frontier ­ Uncover the vital contributions, physical 

endurance, and domestic fortitude of pioneer women.
• Discover how shared adversity and mutual reliance shaped a unique 

culture of frontier cooperation.

During the 19th century, thousands of hopeful emigrants packed their 
lives into canvas­covered wagons to embark on a perilous overland 
journey across the American frontier. Driven by promises of fertile land 
and fresh starts, early wagon trains balanced high hopes of new 
frontiers against brutal physical hardship, deadly disease, treacherous terrain, and unpredictable 
weather.

This presentation includes the essential, often­overlooked experiences of pioneer women—
examining their grueling physical labor, maternal courage, and steadfast leadership in holding 
families and communities together under extreme conditions. Join historian John Cilio as he 
explores how the grueling overland journey forged a distinct American identity built on grit and 
mutual aid, and how the eventual arrival of the transcontinental railroad transformed months of 
dangerous migration into days of transit almost overnight.

The Wadsworth Dynasty: Fortune, Philanthropy, and 
America's First Public Art Museum
Discover how one Connecticut family transformed commercial 
success into an enduring national legacy of public art and civic 
leadership.

Presentation Highlights:
• Trace the rise of the Wadsworth family fortune through generations of 

commercial leadership and civic service.
• Discover the life of Daniel Wadsworth and his crusade to democratize art 

for the American public.
• Learn the story behind the 1842 founding of Hartford's Wadsworth 

Atheneum—America's oldest continuous public art museum.

The Wadsworth name is synonymous with Connecticut history, but 
their ultimate achievement extended far beyond commerce and 
politics. Unpacking the origins of one of the state's most influential 
families, this presentation traces the rise of the Wadsworth family fortune and its transformative 
impact on American cultural life across generations.

The family’s story culminates with Daniel Wadsworth—a visionary patron of the arts who believed 
that great culture should belong to the public, not just the elite. In 1842, his dedication led to the 
founding of the Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford, Connecticut, establishing the nation’s oldest 
continuously operating public art museum. Join historian John Cilio as he explores how the 
Wadsworth family’s resourcefulness, civic duty, and artistic vision laid the groundwork for the 
modern American museum experience.
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Step into the 18th­century kitchen to explore the groundbreaking 
1796 cookbook that defined early American cuisine.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover what little is known about Amelia Simmons and how her self­

published 1796 book became a national milestone.
• Trace the evolution of hearth cooking to the rise of cast­iron stoves and 

early domestic science.
• Examine how American Cookery spawned 13 editions and laid the 

foundation for modern American cookbooks and cooking schools.

Published in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1796, American Cookery by the 
enigmatic "American Orphan" Amelia Simmons was the very first 
cookbook written by an American, for Americans. Backed by prominent 
Federalist politicians, this revolutionary text blended European culinary 
traditions with indigenous New World ingredients. 

More than just a collection of recipes, American Cookery is a fascinating culinary time capsule 
capturing the resourcefulness, practicality, and creativity of early American households. Join 
historian John Cilio as he explores the history and development of this landmark book.

Risking Everything: Stories Behind the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence   
Discover the human drama, personal sacrifices, and high­stakes 
defiance behind the fifty­six men who risked everything in 1776.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore the legal and personal stakes the fifty­six signers faced by 

committing treason against the Crown.
• Discover the quirky habits, fiery debates, and distinct personalities behind 

famous and lesser­known signers alike.
• Hear some of the dramatic stories of signers who lost their wealth, land, 

and freedom in the fight for independence.

Behind the iconic signatures on the Declaration of Independence lie 
fifty­six deeply human—and often extraordinary—stories of risk, 
conviction, and personal ruin. Signing the Declaration was not merely 
a political declaration; it was a treasonous act against the British Crown punishable by death. Far 
from a dry timeline of dates, this presentation brings the sweltering Philadelphia summer of 1776 
to life by highlighting the dramatic, quirky, and forgotten personal histories of many of America's 
founders.

Join historian John Cilio for a fresh, narrative­driven look at how a disparate group of merchants, 
lawyers, and farmers came together to commit the ultimate act of defiance. Hear stories of 
harrowing accounts of signers whose homes were burned, fortunes destroyed, and families forced 
into hiding. This talk reveals some of the distinct personalities that forged a new nation. 

America’s First Cookbook – American Cookery
A Young Country and the Author who Created a Culinary 
Time Capsule  
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It’s Official - The Great Seal of the United States
Uncover the six­year struggle, secret symbols, and political 
debates that forged America’s ultimate mark of sovereignty.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover why Continental leaders rushed to create a national seal on 

the very day independence was declared.
• Trace the chaotic six­year journey involving three separate 

committees, key Founding Fathers, and endless redesigns.
• Uncover the hidden meanings behind the eagle, the eye of providence, 

the uncompleted pyramid, and Latin mottos.

The Great Seal of the United States is the ultimate symbol of our 
nation’s independence and self­government. Authenticating our 
most pivotal historic records—from presidential proclamations and 
international treaties to official correspondence with world leaders
—this iconic emblem represents the voice and authority of the American Republic.

Yet, creating it was anything but simple. On July 4, 1776, immediately after adopting the 
Declaration of Independence, the Continental Congress formed a committee to design a national 
seal. What followed was a grueling six­year saga filled with fierce debates, competing artistic 
visions, and multiple failed committees. Join us for a fascinating look at the trials, tribulations, and 
hidden symbolism behind the creation of America's official seal.

The Liberty Bell - Symbol of American Freedom
Uncover the cracked history, foundry failures, and enduring 
legacy of America’s most famous bell.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how early Americans relied on heavy bells to broadcast 

news, gather townsfolk, and mark milestones.
• Explore how abolitionists, suffragists, and civil rights leaders 

adopted the bell as a universal symbol of freedom.
• Uncover the true history behind the bell's iconic hairline crack and 

its journey to becoming a national treasure.

In early America, long before digital networks or mass media, long­
distance town news traveled by sound. Heavy bronze bells served as 
a community’s primary communication system—ringing out warnings 
for fires, solemn tolls for funerals, and celebratory peals for public 
festivals. Delivered to Philadelphia in 1752, the iconic one­ton bell we now know as the Liberty 
Bell was meant to be the centerpiece of the Pennsylvania State House.

Yet its path to icon status got off to a notoriously rocky start. On its very first test ring, the brand­
new bell cracked! Colonists had to melt it down and recast it—not once, but twice—before it could 
finally serve its purpose. This engaging presentation explores the surprising mishaps, historical 
myths, and powerful symbolism that transformed a flawed piece of metal into a treasured emblem 
of American liberty.
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Explore the grandeur, the human stories, and the tragic mysteries 
of the world’s most famous ocean liner.

Presentation Highlights:
• Marvel at the immense scale and groundbreaking design of the world's 

largest ship of its time.
• Take a visual tour comparing the distinct experiences across First, 

Second, and Third Class passengers.
• Examine the series of critical decisions, weather conditions, and warnings 

that led to the fateful night.

Named after the giant Titans of Greek mythology, the RMS Titanic was 
the largest movable man­made object of its era—a floating palace 
featuring nine decks and 840 luxurious staterooms. Yet, its maiden 
voyage in 1912 would forever link its massive scale to one of history's 
most tragic maritime disasters.

In this richly illustrated presentation, take a step back in time to explore the ship’s ambitious 
construction, its maiden departure, and the daily lives of its diverse passengers. We’ll tour the 
opulent grand staircases of First Class, the comfortable quarters of Second Class, and the 
cramped conditions of Third Class. Was the tragedy a twist of fate, a series of fatal 
miscalculations, or pure misfortune? Join us and decide for yourself...

The Statue of Liberty - A Symbol of American Freedom
Discover the fascinating history, copper origins, and forgotten 
fundraising battles behind Lady Liberty.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore the French vision, friendship, and deep symbolism behind the 

monument.
• Discover why Lady Liberty originally looked like a new penny and how 

time transformed her color.
• Uncover the dramatic public crusade to fund the pedestal when local 

support faltered.
• View archival images documenting the extraordinary assembly of the 

statue from Paris to New York Harbor.

Known officially as Liberty Enlightening the World, the Statue of 
Liberty stands today as one of the world's most recognizable icons of 
freedom. Gifted to the United States by the people of France to celebrate American democracy, 
this monumental masterpiece has a history far more dramatic and complex than most realize.

When Lady Liberty first arrived in New York Harbor, she wasn't her signature green—she gleamed 
with the bright, warm hue of a shiny new copper penny. But before she could be assembled, 
organizers faced a massive hurdle: funding and building her colossal stone pedestal amidst fierce 
reluctance from New Yorkers and politicians alike. This richly illustrated presentation reveals the 
engineering triumphs, political battles, and rare construction photos behind America's greatest 
landmark.

Titanic - A Date with Destiny
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Discover the global effort, cutting-edge science, and medieval 
secrets behind the restoration of Paris' most famous cathedral.

Presentation Highlights:
• Rising from the Ashes - Trace the harrowing initial hours of the 2019 

fire and the desperate race to stabilize the cathedral's stone arches.
• Learn how 3D laser mapping, advanced chemistry, and traditional 

timber carpentry combined to rebuild "The Forest."
• Secrets Beneath the Floor - Discover the rare medieval artifacts, 

polychrome sculptures, and lost burial vaults unearthed during the 
excavation.

• Celebrate the international unity, craftsmanship, and human spirit 
that brought a global landmark back to life.

In April 2019, the world watched in horror as flames engulfed 
Notre-Dame de Paris, destroying its iconic spire, timber roof, and 
threatening the structural survival of a centuries-old Gothic masterpiece. What began as a 
devastating tragedy soon sparked one of the most complex, ambitious, and collaborative 
architectural restoration projects in human history.

Join historian John Cilio as he explores the miraculous rebirth of Notre Dame. Discover how 
master craftspeople, scientists, and engineers combined ancient medieval techniques with 
21st-century technology to restore the cathedral to its original glory. Along the way, unearth 
the surprising archeological treasures hidden beneath the debris—including medieval 
tombs, statues, and structural secrets that revealed how the original builders accomplished 
the impossible over 800 years ago.

The Roaring 1920s 
Step into an era of bold fashion, radical cultural shifts, and 
rebellious spirit that transformed America.

Presentation Highlights:
• Cultural clash and the 18th Amendment fueled an underground economy 

and defined an era of defiance.
• Discover how 1920s women's fashion broke traditions and signaled 

broader social liberation.
• The Age of Nonsense & Energy: the music, pop culture trends, and 

technological advances that made the decade "roar."

The 1920s went by many names: the Jazz Age, the Age of 
Intolerance, the Age of Wonderful Nonsense, and the Roaring 
Twenties. It was a decade defined by fascinating contradictions. 
While young "flappers" made bold social statements through radical 
new fashions and lifestyles, the 18th Amendment went into effect on January 17, 1920—banning 
the manufacture, sale, and transport of liquor and sparking the secretive world of speakeasies and 
bootlegging.

Yet Prohibition and jazz were only part of the story. From rapid industrial growth and radio 
entertainment to shifting social norms and fierce cultural clashes, this decade reshaped modern 
American life. Join us for an immersive journey through the vibrant history, memorable figures, and 
captivating stories of America's most dynamic era.

The Majestic Return of Notre Dame
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Secrets to time - The Invention of Photography 
Trace the extraordinary 200­year journey from the earliest 
chemical plates to the digital camera in your pocket.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover the origins of photography, starting with the very first permanent 

image captured in 1826.
• Explore early 19th­century techniques, from shiny silver daguerreotypes to 

vivid cyanotypes and rugged tintypes.
• Learn how early pioneers introduced color photography in 1908.
• Trace the technological timeline that leads directly to modern digital 

photography and mobile phone cameras.

Every photo ever taken relies on a delicate balance: a photographer’s 
vision, a camera to capture light, a medium to preserve the image, and 
a method to print it. The world's very first permanent photograph was 
captured in 1826—marking the moment humanity learned to freeze 
time itself. 

In this image­rich presentation, journey across nearly two centuries of visual history and chemical 
innovation. Explore the fascinating early processes that made photography an art form—including 
daguerreotypes, calotypes, cyanotypes, and tintypes—and trace the revolutionary arrival of color 
in 1908. Discover how centuries of tinkering, chemistry, and ingenuity laid the foundation for the 
high­powered camera you carry in your smartphone today.

 

Discover how 19th­century battery breakthroughs, early EV taxi 
fleets, and century­old hybrids paved the way for modern electric 
cars.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how electric cars dominated early American roads and out­sold 

gasoline vehicles at the turn of the 20th century.
• Uncover surprising vintage innovations, including 1880s battery 

breakthroughs and 1916 hybrid powertrains.
• Discover the economic and technological shifts that wiped out electric 

cars by 1935.

Electric vehicles may feel like a modern revolution, but their origins 
date back to the 1840s. Long before gas­powered cars dominated 
American roads, early engineers were already building battery­powered carriages. With key 
battery improvements in the 1880s, electric cars exploded in popularity—so much so that electric 
taxi fleets were cruising New York City in 1887, and EV sales actually surpassed gasoline cars in 
1899 and 1900!

From early 1916 hybrid engines to the sudden crash that caused electric vehicles to virtually 
vanish by 1935, this presentation explores the dramatic rise, fall, and modern resurrection of the 
electric car. Join us for an eye­opening journey through nearly two centuries of automotive history 
to see if past trends can predict the future of mobility.

A History of Electric Vehicles
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A Right to Vote - The Story of how America 
Recognized Women as Voters 
Uncover the fierce battles, White House pickets, and down­to­
the­wire votes that won American women the right to vote.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how protest & resistance, bold tactics used by suffragists, 

changed the ultimate results. 
• Learn the nail­biting story of how the 19th Amendment narrowly passed 

in its final hours.
• Hear the inspiring stories of the courageous women and allies who led 

the movement across the country.

It is hard to imagine modern American democracy without women at 
the ballot box, yet that right was guaranteed just over a century ago 
with the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. Winning the vote 
was not a swift or gentle process—it took decades of intense political 
lobbying, public resistance, silent vigils outside the White House, and violent skirmishes along 
parade routes to shift the nation's conscience.

The final victory was a true political cliffhanger: the 19th Amendment squeaked through ratification 
in the final hours of the approval window by a single vote. This inspiring presentation reveals the 
dramatic struggles, personal sacrifices, and historic triumphs of the suffragists who fought to 
secure the vote for half the American population.

Waterways of Progress: Exploring the Legacy of Canals 
in Early America
Discover the bold engineering, massive locks, and economic 
boom that connected early American trade and transformed the 
country.

Presentation Highlights:
• Examine how 19th­century builders designed and excavated hundreds of 

miles of canals using simple tools and pure ingenuity.
• Discover the crucial mechanics of lock systems that allowed heavily 

laden barges to climb mountains and navigate changing river elevations.
• Trace how canals reshaped early American trade, accelerated Westward 

migration, and built national economic unity.

Before railroads crisscrossed the continent, hand­dug canals served 
as the vital economic arteries of a growing nation. These man­made 
waterways were monumental engineering achievements of their time—carving through rugged 
wilderness, overcoming steep elevation changes through complex lock systems, and unlocking 
vast inland markets for American commerce and industry.

In this captivating presentation, historian John Cilio explores the history and legacy of four 
pioneering American canals, including the ambitious waterways that shaped Connecticut’s local 
development. Discover the extraordinary human grit, innovative engineering, and cultural 
transformation sparked by these historic water highways, and learn how their legacy built the 
foundation for modern American infrastructure.
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A Psychedelic Generation Gap - How the Sixties 
Counterculture Changed America’s Future
Discover how a massive youth boom, radical music, and 
student activism reshaped American society.

Presentation Highlights:
• The Youth Boom created an unprecedented youth culture that reshaped 

American politics and media.
• Learn how music and counterculture were fueled by psychedelic rock 

and its revolutionary lyrics, becoming the anthem and engine for social 
change.

• Examine how 1960s activism permanently changed public debates on 
civil rights, peace, and environmentalism.

The 1960s stood as one of the most tumultuous and transformative 
decades in American history. Fueled by a massive baby­boom surge, 
the population of young Americans aged 14 to 25 grew by 40%—
accounting for a staggering one­fifth of the entire nation. This new 
generation rejected the status quo, forging a vibrant counterculture powered by groundbreaking 
psychedelic music, bold political ideas, and shared social experiences.

From college campuses to the national political stage, student­led movements challenged 
traditional authority and sparked fierce generational debates. This compelling presentation 
explores how the clash between establishment values and youth activism transformed public 
consciousness on the Vietnam War, nuclear proliferation, environmental protection, and 
fundamental human rights.

  The Psychedelic Awakening: Music That Inspired a 
Counterculture Revolution
Explore the fuzz pedals, studio wizardry, and mind­expanding 
sounds that defined the 1960s counterculture and changed 
music forever.

Presentation Highlights:
• Trace and listen to how folk, blues, and experimental art collided to 

create the signature psychedelic sound.
• Listen to studio wizardry and technology of the early studio gear, created 

tape effects, and production techniques that allowed musicians to push 
creative boundaries.

• Examine how psychedelic music became intertwined with 1960s 
counterculture, anti­war protests, and social activism.

In the mid­1960s, a bold new sound emerged, transforming popular 
music into a gateway for social change and artistic expression. Rooted in traditional folk and avant­
garde experimentation, psychedelic music quickly grew into a global sonic movement fueled by 
mind­bending philosophy, anti­war activism, and cultural upheaval.

This presentation traces the rise of the psychedelic era, detailing how groundbreaking studio 
innovations—such as tape loops, reversed audio, fuzz pedals, and immersive light shows—
redefined the listening experience. Join historian John Cilio as he explores how iconic artists 
turned albums into immersive works of art, and discover how the psychedelic revolution 
permanently altered modern album production, music festival culture, and contemporary genres 
from progressive rock to electronic music today.
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Beatrix Farrand - Aspirations that transcend time
Discover the trailblazing woman who built a landscape 
architecture empire and transformed American gardens.

Presentation Highlights:
• A Female Pioneer ­ Discover how Farrand launched and managed a 

thriving 19th­century business while demanding equal fees to men.
• She was a master of landscape ­ Explore her signature design style, from 

private estate gardens to iconic university campuses.
• Take a visual tour of the four surviving Beatrix Farrand gardens located 

across the state.
• Learn how her sustainable, naturalistic approach to landscape design 

influences modern gardeners today.

Beatrix Farrand was a true visionary who shattered the glass ceiling 
of landscape design. Launching her consulting business from a New York home office in 1895, she 
grew her venture into a multi­state enterprise, managing a team across three states and 
demanding equal pay alongside her male counterparts.

Through sheer genius and determination, Farrand became the only female founding member of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects and one of the most influential designers of the 20th 
century. Notably, four of her twelve surviving masterworks are located right here in Connecticut. 
Join us for a captivating presentation exploring the life, design philosophy, and enduring gardens of 
a legendary pioneer whose work continues to transcend time.

Stories Behind the Building of the Lincoln Memorial 
Uncover the controversial designs, decades of debate, and 
political hurdles that built America's iconic monument to 
Abraham Lincoln.

Presentation Highlights:
• Beyond the Civil War ­ Reflect on Lincoln's expansive legislative legacy, 

from land grants and currency to ending slavery.
• Discover why it took nearly 60 years after Lincoln's death to complete 

and dedicate his memorial in Washington, D.C.
• Explore early, forgotten design proposals—including pyramids, elaborate 

fountains, and giant statues.

As America's 16th president, Abraham Lincoln held a fragile nation 
together through its darkest hour. Beyond guiding the country 
through the Civil War and issuing the Emancipation Proclamation, 
Lincoln fundamentally reshaped American life—creating the Department of Agriculture, 
establishing the Homestead Act, and introducing modern federal currency. Yet, despite his 
profound legacy, honoring him with a national monument was a slow, contentious process that 
spanned decades.

From fierce political debates over where and how to honor the fallen president to rival architectural 
designs that ranged from elaborate pyramids to massive log cabins, the path to the Lincoln 
Memorial was full of twists and turns. This fascinating presentation reveals the intrigue, 
engineering challenges, and hidden history behind the creation of one of the nation’s most beloved 
national landmarks.
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Discover the bold visionaries who ignored the naysayers, broke 
barriers, and transformed human history.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore crucial historical breakthroughs led by women that rarely get 

discussed in traditional history books.
• Learn how perseverance and innovation helped these visionaries 

overcome intense skepticism and solve complex, world­changing 
challenges.

• Reflect on how these six historic triumphs directly shape and enrich our 
modern daily lives.

Throughout history, visionary women have fundamentally reshaped 
our world—often while facing skepticism, institutional barriers, and 
outright opposition. Whether dedicating a lifetime to a singular cause or rising to solve a sudden, 
critical crisis, these pioneers looked past the doubters to see a bigger picture, turning ambitious 
dreams into life­changing action.

This inspiring presentation uncovers six remarkable—and often overlooked—breakthroughs led by 
women across science, innovation, culture, and social progress. Join us as we explore these 
lesser­known stories of resilience, triumph, and genius, and discover how these six achievements 
made the world safer, smarter, and better for millions of people today.   

Pioneers of Progress: Six Landmark Female 
Achievements That Altered History

Fastened in Time: The Surprising History Behind Vintage 
Buttons
Uncover the art, fashion history, and cultural stories behind the 
small fasteners that helped define centuries of style.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover the diverse materials—from brass, bone, and porcelain to hand­

cut glass and 20th­century Bakelite—used across four centuries.
• Learn how button designs reflected major artistic movements, cultural 

narratives, and industrial innovations.
• Explore the enduring appeal of vintage button collecting and how these 

small details continue to influence modern fashion design.

From their ancient origins to the lavish European courts—where men 
dressed like peacocks adorned in gold, glass, and jewels—buttons 
have evolved from simple functional tools into miniature masterpieces 
of high fashion. Over the centuries, every era's obsession with beauty and sophistication has left 
its mark on button design, reflecting the shifting tastes, industrial techniques, and cultural values of 
its day.

Join historian John Cilio for an engaging 50­minute presentation exploring the history, materials, 
and artistic techniques that created the world of vintage buttons. Discover how materials like 
mother­of­pearl, hand­blown glass, carved bone, brass, and early plastics were transformed into 
wearable art. Whether you are a dedicated collector, a fashion enthusiast, or a lover of social 
history, come listen to the captivating stories these tiny historical artifacts have to tell.
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The Chilling Chronicles of Ice Cream: A Scoop Behind 
one of Connecticut’s Favorite Moo-velous Delights
Discover the global origins, culinary secrets, and iconic local 
parlors behind America’s favorite frozen treat.

Presentation Highlights:
• From Ancient Ice to American Parlors: Discover how ice cream made its 

way across oceans to become an American staple.
• Uncover the difference between Philadelphia­style, French­style, gelato, 

and soft­serve ice cream.
• Learn the history behind classic ice cream sundaes, milkshakes, and 

pioneering ice cream makers.

Have you ever wondered how a simple mix of dairy, sweeteners, and 
ice evolved into the decadent dessert we love today? Why do some 
artisanal creameries boast rich, velvet textures while others fall flat? 
And what actually separates egg­based French­style ice cream from 
eggless Philadelphia­style recipes?

Join historian John Cilio for a delicious 50­minute journey into the story of ice cream. Trace its 
journey from ancient frozen delicacies to colonial American kitchens and modern scoop shops. 
Explore the science behind beloved variations—including gelato, sorbet, frozen yogurt, soft­serve, 
and non­dairy innovations—and learn the origins of iconic treats like ice cream sundaes and 
milkshakes. To top it off, the program concludes with a showcase of Connecticut’s top­rated ice 
cream parlors and local favorites! 

Bewitched - Captivating Stories about a Cast of 
Characters
Discover the behind­the­scenes magic, quirky trivia, and 
timeless appeal of 1960s television’s most spellbinding comedy.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover the casting stories, set secrets, and creative genius that 

brought Samantha, Darrin, and Endora to life.
• Explore the career of the show's legendary actors, including veteran 

stage and screen stars whose careers spanned generations.
• Learn the unbelievable real­life story of how Bewitched trivia made a quiz 

show contestant an instant millionaire.

When Bewitched debuted on television in the fall of 1964, no one 
could have predicted it would captivate audiences for eight magical 
seasons and remain a syndication staple decades later. Blending 
supernatural high jinks with suburban life in the competitive 
advertising world, the beloved sitcom brought together an extraordinary ensemble cast—including 
a veteran star born in 1883 whose iconic performance cemented her TV legacy.

Join historian John Cilio for a delightful journey down Morning Glory Circle into the world of 
Bewitched. Uncover fascinating behind­the­scenes stories, character secrets, and television lore—
including how a piece of trivia from the show famously helped a lucky game show contestant win a 
million­dollar jackpot!
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The Sport of Prohibition - Bootlegging
Discover the high­stakes game of cat­and­mouse between 
daring bootleggers and law enforcement during America's driest 
decade.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore the deep roots of bootlegging in America prior to the passage of 

the 18th Amendment.
• Discover the ingenious tactics, modified getaway vehicles, and secret 

supply routes used to outsmart federal agents.
• Examine how the high­speed rivalry between lawmen and smugglers 

frequently turned lethal.
• Learn how the bootlegging lifestyle shaped modern culture—from 

modified engines that sparked stock car racing to legendary folklore.

When the 18th Amendment took effect in 1920, banning the 
manufacture, sale, and transport of intoxicating liquors, it didn't stop Americans from drinking—it 
simply created a massive, lucrative underground market. While bootlegging was already an 
established practice in rural regions, Prohibition turned illicit alcohol into a national obsession and 
a booming multi­million­dollar empire.

Enforcing the nationwide ban proved almost impossible. The fierce competition between clever 
bootleggers modifying fast cars and smuggling moonshine and the federal agents tasked with 
stopping them evolved into a high­speed game of cat­and­mouse. But this "sport" was far from 
harmless—it often ended in deadly shootouts, high­speed crashes, and turf wars. Join us for an 
enthralling look into the stories, tricks, and daily reality of bootlegging as a way of life before, 
during, and after the Prohibition era.
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- Seasonal Topics -
Secrets your Parents Never Told you about the History of 
Christmas Carols and Songs
Discover the pagan roots, forgotten verses, and surprising 
origin stories behind your favorite holiday songs.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how early Christians repurposed pagan winter solstice galas and 

folk songs into holiday traditions.
• Explore how centuries of translation, cultural shifts, and censorship 

altered famous carols over time.
• Uncover the surprising, controversial, and deeply personal backstories 

behind classic seasonal favorites.

Long before Christmas carols became a December tradition, people 
sang "carols" year­round to mark changing seasons, harvests, and 
community dances. When early Christian leaders sought to adapt 
pagan winter solstice festivals into Christmas celebrations, they introduced new religious hymns to 
match the season—forever tying caroling to the winter holidays. Yet over the centuries, the lyrics, 
tunes, and true meanings behind these songs continued to evolve.

There is far more to the history of holiday music than meets the ear. From festive tunes originally 
banned by church leaders to famous winter classics written during scorching mid­summer 
heatwaves, this presentation reveals the surprising legends, hidden meanings, and fascinating 
realities behind the seasonal soundtrack we all know and love.

Christmases Past – A Nostalgic Look At How We 
Celebrated the Holiday  
Travel back in time to explore the charming evolution of 
Christmas trees, festive decor, and family traditions. 

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover early American holiday customs, from simple evergreen boughs 

to festive colonial kissing balls.
• Explore the technological leap from open­flame candles to the safety and 

sparkle of early electric tree lights.
• Examine the history of imported glass ornaments, cardboard putz 

villages, tinsel, and cherished family keepsakes.

Since colonial times, Americans have marked the winter season with 
gatherings, festive feasts, and simple greenery like evergreens, fruit, 
and colonial kissing balls. Yet, the lavishly decorated Christmas tree 
we know today was slow to take hold. It wasn't until 1853 that President Franklin Pierce introduced 
the first official Christmas tree to the White House, sparking a nationwide tradition that transformed 
how families celebrated the holidays.

Over the decades, holiday decor underwent a magical transformation. Dangerous wax candles 
gave way to colorful electric lights in the early 1900s, while delicate mouth­blown glass ornaments 
imported from Germany and Japan joined homemade paper crafts. Join historian John Cilio for a 
delightful 50­minute nostalgic journey into Christmas past, celebrating the traditions, lights, and 
memories that defined holiday celebrations across generations.
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Juneteenth - The First National Holiday Authorized in 
the 21st Century
Discover the origins, triumph, and historic journey of Jubilee 
Day—America’s newest federal holiday.

Presentation Highlights:
• Trace the historical origins of June 19, 1865, and how "Jubilee Day" grew 

into a national observance.
• Discover how Texas paved the way for state recognition in 1980, leading 

up to full federal authorization in 2021.
• Reflect on the ongoing significance of Juneteenth as a celebration of 

freedom, unity, and progress.

A blend of the words "June" and "nineteenth," Juneteenth—originally 
known as Jubilee Day—commemorates a monumental turning point 
in American history. Marking the day in 1865 when news of 
emancipation finally reached enslaved African Americans in Galveston, Texas, this milestone 
celebrates the fundamental promise of freedom and the enduring resilience of the human spirit.

In 2021, it officially became the first new U.S. federal holiday created in the 21st century, now 
recognized in all 50 states. Join us for a meaningful presentation exploring the deep history, 
cultural traditions, and national significance behind America's newest official holiday.

Ingenuity Unleashed: The Forgotten Black Inventors 
Who Changed History
Celebrate the freedom, brilliant ingenuity, and groundbreaking 
innovations of Black inventors whose forgotten achievements 
transformed modern life.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore how the spirit of Juneteenth fostered an environment for 

innovation and personal fulfillment against all odds.
• Discover the overlooked stories of Black men and women whose 

inventions revolutionized daily life and modern technology.
• Examine pioneering medical, safety, and computing achievements that 

saved countless lives globally.
• Learn how early inventions established major global industries and laid 

the groundwork for modern business.

Juneteenth, America’s youngest federal holiday, commemorates the end of slavery and celebrates 
the fundamental right to freedom—a right that empowers individuals to dream, create, and build a 
better future. One of the most enduring and inspiring legacies of that freedom is the vast wave of 
brilliant inventions pioneered by Black men and women across American history.

From life­saving medical devices and crucial breakthroughs in early computer technology to 
everyday tools that built major industries employing thousands today, many of these genius 
innovations reshaped the world. Yet, due to systemic barriers and erased histories, many of the 
visionary inventors behind them remain largely unrecognized. Join historian John Cilio for a 
powerful 50­minute presentation honoring the brilliant minds whose perseverance and creativity 
turned the promise of freedom into world­changing progress.
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Tombstones - A Historical Look at America’s First 
Sculpture
Decode the haunting symbols, changing art styles, and hidden 
messages carved into historic American gravestones.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how itinerant stonecutters created the nation’s first public 

sculptures in colonial graveyards.
• Learn the hidden meanings behind iconic motifs—from gruesome death's 

heads to gentle cherubs and urns.
• Trace how changing religious attitudes and cultural trends transformed 

grave art across centuries.

Take a stroll through an old colonial graveyard or Victorian cemetery 
and you’ll find yourself surrounded by America’s earliest folk art. The 
intricate carvings on these ancient tombstones—winged skulls, 
weeping willows, hourglasses, and draped urns—can seem eerie, morbid, or mysterious to 
modern eyes. Yet to our ancestors, every symbol was a carefully chosen message reflecting their 
deepest beliefs about life, death, and the afterlife.

As society evolved, so did its views on mortality, causing tombstone art to shift from stern Puritan 
warnings to gentle Victorian hope. This captivating presentation explores the history of early 
American stone carving as a genuine art form. Join us to learn how to decode these "hair­raising" 
artifacts and uncover the forgotten stories and cultural shifts carved directly into stone.

Memories in Stone: The Forgotten Carvers of Early 
Tombstones
Uncover the master carvers and forgotten craftsmanship that 
created America’s earliest public sculptures.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how colonial stonecutters laid the foundation for early American 

folk art and public sculpture.
• Learn to read the hidden meanings behind winged skulls, cherubs, urns, 

and weeping willows.
• Explore how stonecutters trained, sourced local stone, and organized 

their craft as the colonies grew.
• Examine carving styles outside New England and the ongoing efforts to 

protect these centuries­old stones from weather and neglect.

Long before formal art museums existed in North America, skilled, 
itinerant stonecutters hand­chiseled America's first public sculptures 
across New England graveyards. Using simple hammers, mallets, and chisels on local slate, 
sandstone, and granite, these 17th­, 18th­, and 19th­century craftsmen created lasting monuments 
to the dead that reflected their communities' changing religious beliefs, social status, and moral 
values.

Far more than simple records of names and dates, early gravestones were rich with symbolic 
language—winged skull death's heads, weeping willows, and soul effigies—that invited visitors to 
"read between the lines" about life, death, and the afterlife. Join historian John Cilio for a 
fascinating 50­minute presentation introducing the stonecutters behind these silent signatures. 
Discover how these craftsmen built their trades, how carving evolved into an organized profession 
by the mid­1700s, and how regional styles emerged across the colonies.
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The Allied Invasion of Normandy - June 1944
Uncover the master deception, secret planning, and heroic 
sacrifices behind the largest amphibious invasion in history.

Presentation Highlights:
• Learn how decoy armies, fake radio chatter, and double agents 

successfully tricked the enemy about the true invasion site.
• Explore the monumental effort required to secretly stockpile millions of 

soldiers, vehicles, and supplies across Great Britain.
• Experience the harrowing stories and tactical challenges faced by Allied 

forces storming the beaches of Normandy.

On June 6, 1944, the fate of the Western world hung in the balance 
off the coast of Northern France. The Normandy Invasion—
codenamed Operation Overlord—was a vast international undertaking 
that succeeded against staggering odds, requiring logistics, bravery, 
and human endeavor on an unprecedented global scale.

Through vintage photographs, rare archival accounts, and compelling storytelling, this presentation 
pulls back the curtain on the most complex military enterprise ever attempted. Discover how the 
Allies executed elaborate deception campaigns to mislead Nazi high command, gathered troops 
and supplies in near­total secrecy, and launched the daring amphibious assault that turned the tide 
of World War II and secured the liberation of Europe.

Pearl Harbor and the Surprise Puzzle
Examine the intelligence clues, congressional investigations, 
and shocking 110 minutes that changed world history.

Presentation Highlights:
• Discover how a massive Japanese naval fleet crossed the ocean 

undetected to execute the 110­minute attack.
• Analyze the controversial "surprise puzzle" to see what officials knew, 

when they knew it, and how communication failed.
• Trace how the tragedy galvanized American industry and military power to 

ultimately secure global victory.

On December 7, 1941, Japanese forces completed a secretive 3,400­
mile journey across the Pacific to launch a devastating, 110­minute 
assault on the U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor. The strike caught the 
nation off guard and thrust America into World War II—but was it truly an absolute 
surprise, or were key warnings missed along the way?

Drawing from the exhaustive postwar Congressional investigation into the tragedy, this 
presentation re­examines the facts, decoded messages, and strategic missteps that made the 
attack possible. Beyond the shock of that fateful Sunday morning, explore how America’s entrance 
into the war mobilized a global response, defeated the Axis powers, ushered in a new world order, 
and preserved the free world.

- WWII Topics -
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Discover the stranger­than­fiction story of the Ivy League 
baseball player who traded his catcher's mitt for top­secret 
atomic espionage.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore Berg's unusual background as a multilingual Princeton and 

Columbia Law graduate playing Major League Baseball.
• Uncover his dangerous secret assignment in Europe to assess 

Heisenberg and the German atomic weapons program.
• Learn how his high­level intelligence work earned him the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom—and why he originally refused it.

Once you hear the story of Morris "Moe" Berg, you will wonder how 
this incredible chapter of American history isn't widely known. On the 
surface, Berg was a brainy Major League Baseball catcher who spoke 
multiple languages and read modern newspapers in their original tongues. Behind the scenes 
during World War II, he was an elite operative for the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)—operating 
with a security clearance of "top secret plus three levels higher."

Berg’s most crucial mission was as high­stakes as it gets: travel deep into Europe to determine 
whether Nazi Germany was on the brink of building an atomic bomb. His wartime espionage 
earned him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and after retiring from the OSS in 1947, he 
continued secret contract work for the CIA for decades. Join us for a fascinating look into the 
bizarre double life of baseball’s most enigmatic catcher.

Spymistresses - A Story of Allied Women 
Spies of WWII
Step into the shadow world of flexible identities, situational 
ethics, and lethal courage behind enemy lines.

Presentation Highlights:
• Explore the tradecraft, codebreaking, and psychological grit required of 

WWII female operatives.
• Discover hair­raising covert missions carried out across occupied Europe 

and the Pacific front.
• Celebrate the enduring legacy of the bold female spies whose crucial 

contributions were kept top­secret for decades.

Espionage demands a rare kind of operative—someone with 
adaptable identities, unflappable composure under pressure, and 
what historians often call "situational ethics." During World War II, when the fate of the free world 
hung in the balance, dozens of extraordinary women volunteered for the most dangerous 
assignment on earth: slipping silently behind enemy lines to run resistance networks, radio 
movements, and gather vital military intelligence.

Operating in both the European and Pacific theaters, these Allied women risked torture, capture, 
and execution to undermine Axis forces from within. While some lived to tell their harrowing tales, 
others made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom. Join us for a chilling and inspiring look at the 
courageous women whose secret operations changed the outcome of World War II.

Baseball's Little Secret - Moe Berg is an OSS Spy
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Women’s Work in WWII
Discover how American women answered the call during 
wartime chaos—and ignited a decades­long revolution in the 
workplace.

Presentation Highlights:
• Examine how the sudden manpower shortage threatened victory and 

forced a radical shift in hiring practices.
• Discover the diverse roles women filled, from heavy munitions 

manufacturing and aviation engineering to logistics.
• Explore why women fought to keep their economic freedom, careers, and 

fair wages once the war ended.
• Trace the direct connection between WWII women workers and the 

landmark civil rights and equal pay laws of the 1960s.

Following the sudden attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States found 
itself in a desperate bind: millions of men were needed on the front lines, yet factories needed to 
churn out unprecedented quantities of tanks, planes, and ammunition to win the war. Doubted by 
employers, government agencies, and foreign powers alike, millions of American women stepped 
up to fill the void—forever changing the nation's industrial landscape.

However, the war's end brought a new battle. Having proven their capability and tasted economic 
independence, women resisted stepping back into pre­war limitations. This engaging presentation 
traces how the trailblazing "Rosie the Riveters" of the 1940s channeled their momentum through 
the 1950s and 1960s, ultimately driving monumental legislative changes that reshaped the modern 
workplace forever.
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A vibrant collage of John’s historical books showcases a rich 
tapestry of whispering tales from the past and invites you on a 

journey through time. 
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With a passion for preserving American 
heritage, historian and author John Cilio 
has been bringing the past to life for 
international audiences for over 15 
years. As a member of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, John shares a 
personal and professional commitment 
to honoring the individuals and events 
that forged our nation.

His expertise is backed by robust 
professional   affiliations,  including  the 

About the presenter -

Fees -

Scheduling -

All cataloged presentations are $350. Virtual presentations 
are $300. 

Locations requiring more than 40 miles roundtrip from 
Sherman, CT incur an additional mileage expense. Please 
call or email to inquire. 

Custom workshops or presentations can be created  to 
meet your need. Please inquire. 

A custom historic presentation topic is normally $2,500. 

Custom workshop costs  depend upon duration requested 
and the unique needs you have.   

Telephone or text John at: (860) 488­2972 
or Email: vintageflying@duck.com
Or use the contact me form on the 
website: vintageflyer.com     

Please book your speaker needs early, as 
the calendar fills up quickly.  

Approximately 20 miles

Organization of American Historians and the Association for the Study of Connecticut History. The 
author of nine books—including a volume selected as a Smithsonian Reference—and a contributor 
to numerous national publications, John has delivered more than 700 presentations worldwide. He 
excels at revealing the unexpected consequences of historical moments, helping modern 
audiences grasp the true, lasting impact of the human stories behind our shared past.




