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Schedule of Events for the 
24th Annual

Groundhog Day Gala
Benefitting the

Presenting Sponsor



6:00 Reception  and Silent Auction

Mobile Bidding: Check your 
text or email for the link

Pre-Dinner Entertainment
Legacy Jazz Combo
Braswell High School

Matthew Walker, Director

7:00 p.m. Call to Dinner

Emcee
Mr. Mike Vance, Past President, 
Denton Public School Foundation

7:10 p.m. Welcome and Greetings
Mr. Sean Abeyta, Board President, 
Denton Public School Foundation



Dinner Entertainment
Ryan High School Show Choir

Directed by David Rives

7:30 pm Last look at Silent Auction
The Silent Auction viewing will be closed, but the

online bidding will remain open until 8:45pm

Introduction of 2025 Donors
Mr. Greg Petollick, Secretary

Denton Public School Foundation

Introduction of 2026 Gala Sponsors
Dr. Susannah O’Bara, 

Denton ISD Superintendent

8:15 p.m. Live Auction 
Adam Reese, Reese Agency

Auctioneer



Live Auction Item 1

Roll the Dice--Choose your Own Adventure
Resort Stay of your choice

Where in the world is Carmen Sandiego?  Where’s
Waldo?  If you purchase this fabulous adventure,
you can join 'em--anywhere around the world that
fits your game plan.  A personal holiday for 2 – or a
family vacation for 10?  It’s in the cards when you
are the high bidder for this certificate, redeemable
for an up-to-7-day accommodation in this network of
rental condominiums around the world.  Feel right at
home even when you’re halfway around the world.
Get ready to play!

General availability offer accommodations at the price of the
certificate (no added charge) or the added flexibility of
upgrades, which offer a wider range of travel options (larger
unit sizes, more highly demanded seasons)  Good for one
year from the purchase date.  

Donor: Susan McGuire Cooksey, Century 21 Judge
Fite



Live Auction Item 2

Winner Winner Gourmet Dinner
Resort Stay of your choice

It’s an evening of CRAZY 8s! What could be more
fun than 8 people together around a table enjoying
an 8-course gourmet dinner, paired with amazing
wines and great conversation? You’ll definitely hit
the jackpot with the unique and delicious
experience! Lovingly prepared by your hosts, Carol
& Bob Brown and Shelly & Dean Anthony in the
Brown’s Denton home, this meal will amaze and
delight your palate. Each course will be paired with
the signature wines of California, Texas and beyond
from the Brown’s own celler. Savor the flavor, the
friendship and the fun when you treat yourself to an
epicurean experience beyond compare. You won’t
be SORRY! when you take a RISK and win this
Ticket to Dine!

Donors: Carol & Bob Brown and Shelly & Dean
Anthony
Must be claimed by February 2027 



Live Auction Item 3

Start Your Engines!!!!
Feel the roar of the engine and the rush of the
track with this NASCAR Racing Experience at Texas
Motor Speedway — where you’ll suit up, train with
a veteran pro, and drive a real Cup Series race car
at speeds up to 150 mph. With hot laps, a pro-driven
ride-along, and an in-car video to relive it all,
this is a once-in-a-lifetime thrill built for true
speed lovers.

2 Gift Certificates for a NASCAR Racing Experience
with Team Texas / David Starr’s Racing School at
Texas Motor Speedway.
 Each Gift Certificate includes the following:

 (1) 10-Lap Driving School— 
(a) 30-minute training session taught by NASCAR 27-year
veteran driver and owner, David Starr
(b) Helmet and racing suit
(c) 10 laps driving an authentic NASCAR Cup Series Race Car
powered by a 750 hp Richard Childress Racing engine – at speeds
up to 150 mph

 (2) 4-Lap Passenger Ride with a professional driver
 (3) 1 in-car video recording of either the 10-lap driving session or
the 4-lap passenger ride - (winner’s choice)

The winner will be able to schedule their racing experience on any
of the dates offered by Team Texas. Gift Certificate is valid until
January 30, 2028. 

Donor: Denton Public School Foundation Board of
Directors



Live Auction Item 4

Get your grill on for a smokin’ good time!
Texas Barbecue Dinner for 20

BBQ:  It’s what’s for dinner!  If you play your cards right,
you will be grillin’ and chillin’ with Randy Robinson, your
Grill Master and Sauce Boss Extraordinaire!  Randy will
grill for you and your party, up to 20 people, at a
mutually agreed upon date and location (within 1 hour of
Denton).  Enjoy brisket and sausage, along with all the
fixin’s, for a flavor-filled good time.  You provide the
beverages and the friends, and we promise that you’ll hit
the jackpot in fine Texas dining!!  Life is short, eat the
brisket! 

Use by 12/31/2026

Donor: Randy and Sandra Robinson



Live Auction Item 5

Viva Las Vegas!!  
A Night at Sphere Las Vegas - your choice of

concert at Sphere Las Vegas and 2 night Stay
for 2

Feeling Lucky?  Then roll the dice on this chance to
head to Sin City for a fun-filled 2-night stay and an
unforgettable concert experience at Sphere in Las
Vegas!  It’s more than a show--it’s an
unforgettable, all-encompassing experience you
can’t afford to miss.  Get ready to immerse
yourself in the magic of Las Vegas! 
This Experience for 2 includes:

2 seats at a concert of your choice at Sphere Las Vegas
(Concert tickets and seating are subject to availability)
2-night stay in a standard room at a 4-star hotel on the Las
Vegas Strip (such as MGM Grand, Caesar’s Palace, Paris,
New York-New York or comparable in Las Vegas
Winspire booking & concierge service.  Must be booked
60 days in advance
Blackout dates:  the week of major US holidays and major
local events.  Additional dates may apply

Donor: Denton Public School Foundation



Live Auction Item 6

Game on – Let’s Play!
Fun and Games with Dr. Susannah

O’Bara & Denton ISD Board of Trustees
 

You can Hit the jackpot when you raise your hand to
come out and play with DISD’s Superintendent and
Trustees for an entertaining evening of fun and games.
Join Dr. Susannah O’Bara at her home, along with
some of DISD’s School Board Trustees and your group
of 8-10 friends to “Learn with a Leader”.  Do you want
to play Poker, Mahjong, Hot Streak, Scrabble - or any
game(s) of your choice? Party-on with a delicious
charcuterie spread from The Chestnut Tree and a
selection of beer and wine.  Your winning bid will send
you to the superintendent’s house, but you won’t be in
trouble, just ready for good fun with friends.          
Date choices: June 5, 6 or 19

Donor:  Dr. O’Bara and the Denton ISD School Board
Trustees
Suzanne Johnson, The Chestnut Tree
Seth Morgan, Denton County Brewing Company



A message will be sent to your phone
with Live and Silent Auction 

payment information

8:45 p.m. Silent Auction Bidding Closes

9:30 p.m. Auction items may be picked up
at Auction checkout table

Thanks for joining us this evening on
our great adventure to recognize  the

donations and commitments to the
Foundation during the past year



Game Over--but just for now!
Thanks for playing this evening to

Score a Win for Education!

“There are points to be scored.
There are games to be won.

Today was good.  Today was fun.
Tomorrow is another one.”

--Dr. Seuss





Denton Public School Foundation
appreciates and thanks:
 
Volunteer Assistance
Braswell, Denton, Guyer and, Ryan High School Students
Denton ISD Teachers and Staff

Denton ISD Communications 
& Community Relations 
Nick Petito, Chief Communications Officer and Marketing
Officer 
Chris Ice, Community Engagement Coordinator

Denton ISD Publications 
David Holbert, Manager
TJ Treece

Denton ISD Technology 
Robert Pierce, Chief Technology Officer 

Hilton Garden Inn Denton/Jary Darsie, GM 
Accommodations

Applejacks Liquors, Denton

Valet Service by A Veteran’s Valet

Earhart’s jewelry



Sean Abeyta, President
Jeff Croswell, Past President

Dr. Kathryn Pole, VP
Administration

Dr. Anne Skaggs, VP Fundraising
Douglas Chadwick, VP

Investments 
Dr. Roxanne Del Rio , VP

Resource Development 
Stan Brein, VP Scholarships and

Grants
Greg Petolick, Secretary
Janet Shelton, Treasurer

The Denton Public School Foundation Board of Directors
thanks you for joining us this evening in recognizing the
donations and commitments to the Foundation during

the past year.

Dr. Anna Nezafati
Brian Roberson
Craig Thomas
Mike Vance
Mario Zavala
Amy Terrell– Denton ISD Council of
PTAs – Ex-Officio
Dr. Susanna O’Bara –
Superintendent – Ex-Officio
Nick Petito – Director DISD
Communications/Comm. Relations –
Ex-Officio 

Jacqueline Jackson -- Executive
Director
Jenifer Fuller -- Staff

Denton Public School Foundation 
Board of Directors



A very special THANK YOU to the 
2026 Gala Committee for your 

hard work and vision

Dr. Anne Scaggs, Chair
Terri Bond

Jenifer Fuller
Jackie Jackson
Jenni Mabrey
Angie Muncey

Roxanne Muncey
Anna Nezafati
Ashton Patton
Caryn Riggs
Ellen Sawko
Amy Terrell
Mike Vance

Stephanie Whatley
Dorothy Woods



LOVE
WHERE
YOU
LEARN

architecture interior design · corgan.com · 







Denton Public
School Foundation

Recognizes 
New Donations

in 2025



The David and Mia Price Family
Endowment

$10,000 Endowment for a Grant to Teachers

As active and involved members of the Denton
community, giving back has always been a keystone for
Mia and David Price.  For over 40 years, David has
been a well-respected physician in Denton and Mia has
been an involved and dedicated volunteer.  Believing
strongly in the importance of public education, Mia was
elected in 2001 as a Trustee on the Denton ISD School
Board and served the students, staff and district for 24
years.  Throughout her tenure, she prioritized student
achievement, community engagement, and addressed
the needs of the district/s growing student population.  It
seemed a natural step for the Prices to continue
supporting education by establishing this endowment for
a STEM-related Teacher Grant.  Together with their 4
children, all of whom are Denton ISD graduates, they are
expressing their sincere gratitude to dedicated teachers
who inspire and challenge their students to reach their
full potential.  Thank you to the Price family for your gift
and your investment in education!



Denton Public School
Foundation Recognizes
Additional Funding for
Existing Endowments 

in 2025



Balfour Beatty Construction
$25,000/ $10,000 Endowments for a Student
Scholarship, a Teacher Grant & $5,000 to Special
Projects Support
For nearly 30 years, Balfour Beatty has played a vital
role in Denton ISD’s rapid growth, serving as
construction managers for many of the district’s major
building projects.  Since 2003, the company has
contributed more than $490,000 to support innovative
classroom initiatives and campus-level special needs, as
well as student scholarships.  Their continued generosity
and partnership reflect a deep, long-standing
commitment to the students and educators of Denton
ISD.  This year, Balfour Beatty is once again investing in
our communtiy by adding funds to their two existing
endowments - for a grant-to-teachers and a student
scholarship -  along with a generous donation to support
additional district project requests through the
Foundation.  Thank you, Balfour Beatty, for your long-
term committed partnership in support of education in
Denton ISD!



Sawko & Burroughs, PC  
$15,000 Additional Funding for Student
scholarship Endowment

Mark Burroughs’ and Greg Sawko’s belief in the work of
the Foundation has been steadfast since the beginning
and has been a touchstone for our success. They have
long recognized that a strong educational foundation
builds a successful community. Because of their long-held
conviction to make a difference in their community, Greg
and Mark have given funding over the years as well as
hundreds of hours in time and energy to support the
Foundation and Denton ISD. Both Mark, who passed
away in 2024, and Greg have served DPSF as Board
President and in multiple other roles for the Foundation.  
Since 2002, the firm has contributed more than
$435,000 to the Foundation and Denton’s schools--thru
numerous full endowments and the Support Our Schools
Fund, which provides money for special, unmet needs.  
Jack Sawko, currently serving on the DPSF Board, is
joining his father, Greg, in continuing the firm’s
commitment and generosity in support of so may Denton
ISD Programs.  Thank you, Sawko and Burroughs, for
your belief in the mission of the Foundation!  



Burnidge Family Student Scholarship
$20,000 Additional Funding for Endowment

When their granddaughter started Kindergarten at
Ginnings Elementary in 2019, Michael Burnidge and his
family saw an opportunity to make a difference – not only
by attending school programs or joining the PTA – but by
establishing a generous student scholarship endowment.  
Each year, this scholarship is awarded to a graduating
senior with plans to attend Brigham Young University or
Southern Virginia University, or to a former Ginnings
student, in support of their continuing education. Since
then, the Burnidge family has continued to build this
endowment, now totaling $180,000. This is a true
definition of being involved and committed to a child’s
education – both for their much-loved granddaughter as
their inspiration and for the many students who will be
supported by this family’s gift in years to come. Thank you
to the Burnidge family for your vision and generosity. 







Denton Public School
Foundation Recognizes
Special Contributions

in 2025



CoServ Grants to Teachers and
Student Scholarships
$35,000

CoServ Electric understands and affirms the value of
community support to enhance and strengthen education.  
Through the CoServ Charitable Foundation, they sponsor
many academic initiatives benefiting students and teachers
in their wide service area. With commitment to education
as one of their principles, CoServ Charitable Foundation
considers it a privilege to play a part in supporting school
districts. In their own words, “supporting our communities
matters to us because we belong to the communities we
serve.”  Since 2005, CoServ Charitable Foundation has
given over $407,500 to the Denton Public School
Foundation through scholarships to graduating seniors
and grants to teachers for STEM related classroom
projects in Denton ISD. That is our definition of
commitment to quality education and we salute CoServ
and the CoServ Charitable Foundation for continuing this
valuable support!



the KD Chapman Family Student
Scholarship
$10,000 for Student Scholarships

Kent and Kerrie Chapman are long-time Denton residents
who have supported DPSF for the past 7 years by funding
student scholarships for graduating seniors from Denton High
School.  As Kerrie said, “We have a fond appreciation for
Denton schools and a love for education in general.”  Along
with Kent, a Regents Professor of Biology at UNT, their
daughters, both DHS graduates, have become teachers in
elementary and middle schools.  The family views these
scholarships as a way to give back to Denton schools,
specifically DHS, and hopes the funds will be used effectively
by each student as they continue their educational journeys.  
The Chapmans are a wonderful example of “paying it
forward”!  Thank you for your belief in the value of
education and your generosity in supporting it through the
Foundation.  



DATCU
$10,000 for Student Scholarships

DATCU has a long history of providing support and
service to teachers – their founding mission.  This
commitment has never wavered for over 89 years!  
Whether it takes the form of financial underwriting or
“people” support, Denton ISD and DPSF have worked
with DATCU for more than 3 decades.  In 2018,
DATCU made a $1 million commitment to Denton ISD
and Denton Public School Foundation, to include a new
scoreboard at CH Collins Stadium and expanding
beyond to build and support various student programs
and create scholarships for seniors.  This is a ground-
breaking partnership which will expand learning
opportunities in many fields of study and build on
existing progrmas.  With revenues from the scoreboard
marketing at CH Collins and Carrico stadiums, the
Foundation will award multiple student scholarships this
spring, as well as continuing to fund permanent student
endowment, now at $70,000 for additional student
scholarships each year.  Thank you DATCU for this
support and your continued confidencd in the work of
DPSF!! 



Denton Housing Authority
$60,000 for student scholarships

The Denton Housing Authority was established in 1970
to address the housing needs of low-income families in
the city of Denton.  This agency is a vital part of our
Denton community, touching lives and making a
difference for so many people, including our Denton ISD
students.  As Chief Executive Officer, Sherri McDade
and the DHS staff, along with their Board of
Commissioners, are committed to helping their families
beyond housing, to live fully in the community.  
Believing that education holds the key to students’ future
success after high school, the DHA Board of
Commissioners, working with their builders and
community developers, has committed $60,000 for
student scholarships thru the Foundation.  This funding
will gift 12 students with generous $5000 scholarships
to attend college, trade school or vocational training
after graduation.  DPSF is excited to partner with DHA
to bring this opportunity to our graduating seniors as
they begin building their futures and fulfilling their
dreams.   



Information and a comprehensive
listing of Endowments,

Scholarships and other Denton
Public School Foundation funding

may be found at the Foundation
website 

 www.dentonisd.org/foundation

http://www.dentonisd.org/foundation


Braun Intertec

North Central
Texas College

PBK

Piper Sandler

Plains Capital Bank



Since 1995, with your help, the
Foundation has awarded

 over $6.9 million 
in grants to teachers, 

staff scholarships, funding for
innovative classroom initiatives

and student scholarships.



Denton Public School
Foundation 

Recognizes and 
Thanks our 2025
Event Sponsors



Presenting Sponsor

Gamemaster



Ace of

Education



Kings of the
Board



Kings of the
Board



iTeach

Sean Patrick Abeyta, Shareholder -
KoonsFuller Family Law

Texas Woman’s University

Point Bank

Operation
Education

South State Bank

Meteor Education



Plains Capital Bank

PBK

Braun Intertec
North Central
Texas College

CHeckmate

Piper Sandler



Denton Public
School Foundation

Gives Thanks 
to our  

2026 Table Sponsors



Crazy 8's
Shelly and Dean Anthony

Buena Vista Painting
Dr. Linda Creagh

Denton ISD Board of Trustees
Mesirow Financial
The Dr’s Nezafati

TDIndustries
Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Denton



 Score 4
City of Denton

Guaranty Bank and Trust
Josten’s Service Center

Meeder Investment Management
North Central Texas College

Stantec
Stephanie and Paul Whatley



Cathy Bryce
Bob and Ruby Crouch

Craig Thomas

Denton Public
School Foundation

thanks our
2026 Event Patrons



 Thank you to our 
Denton ISD PTAs for

your continued support
of our Silent Auction!  



The Denton Public School Foundation Board of Directors
thanks the Denton ISD Leadership for your support.

Denton Independent School District

Dr. Susannah O’Bara Superintendent 

Dr. Jeremy Thompson, Deputy
Superintendent

Jason Rainey, Assistant
Superintendent 

of Human Resources 

Dr. Lacey Rainey, Assistant
Superintendent of Academic Programs
Robin Brownell, Area Superintendent - 
Dr. Charlene Parham, Area
Superintendent  
Luci Schulz, Area Superintendent 
 

Paul Andress, Executive Director of Operations
Deron Robinson, General Counsel

Robert Pierce, Chief Technology Officer
Nick Petito, Chief Communications Officer

Denton Independent School District
Board of Trustees

Ms. Barbara Burns, President
Ms. Sheryl English, Vice-President

Mr. Charles Stafford, Secretary

Dr. Buddy Dunworth
Dr. Patsy Sosa-Sanchez
Ms. Tanya Wright





Join us next year on 
Saturday , Feb 6, 2027

for the 25th Annual
Groundhog Day Gala



The Denton Public School Foundation is a public, non-profit
corporation.  The Foundation was founded for the purpose of

providing support in the form of grants for innovative projects and
scholarships for Denton ISD Staff, Teachers, and Students, enriching
and enhancing the quality of education for our district.  The DPSF is

an IRS designated 501(c)(3) entity and all contributions are
receipted and tax deductible as allowable by law.  


