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Welcome back, crew! IfWelcome back, crew! If  
you're reading this, it meansyou're reading this, it means  
you've officially survivedyou've officially survived  
the hottest July in yearsthe hottest July in years  
(or, at least, you've found(or, at least, you've found  
a shelter with air conditioninga shelter with air conditioning  
on full blast long enough to readon full blast long enough to read  
this issue).this issue).

We've arrived in August, the month ofWe've arrived in August, the month of
summer hits, incredibly crowdedsummer hits, incredibly crowded
beaches, impromptu barbecues, and,beaches, impromptu barbecues, and,
above all, cities emptying like we're in aabove all, cities emptying like we're in a
post-apocalyptic movie.post-apocalyptic movie.

Welcome back, crew! If 
you're reading this, it means 
you've officially survived 
the hottest July in years 
(or, at least, you've found 
a shelter with air conditioning 
on full blast long enough to read 
this issue).

We've arrived in August, the month of
summer hits, incredibly crowded
beaches, impromptu barbecues, and,
above all, cities emptying like we're in a
post-apocalyptic movie.
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Whether you're among the lucky onesWhether you're among the lucky ones
heading off to exotic destinations,heading off to exotic destinations,  
or you're part of theor you're part of the  
"Sofa & Fan Team" guarding"Sofa & Fan Team" guarding  
your homes, don't worry: this timeyour homes, don't worry: this time
around, I won't leavearound, I won't leave  
you alone to get bored.you alone to get bored.

Since I kept you onSince I kept you on  
tenterhooks in July by not revealingtenterhooks in July by not revealing
anything, I've decided to changeanything, I've decided to change
strategy for August. Because, let's facestrategy for August. Because, let's face
it, under the beach umbrellait, under the beach umbrella  
or on long car trips, you needor on long car trips, you need  
certainty.certainty.
Here's a tiny spoiler of whatHere's a tiny spoiler of what  
you'll find on our pages this time:you'll find on our pages this time:

Whether you're among the lucky ones
heading off to exotic destinations, 
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around, I won't leave 
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strategy for August. Because, let's face
it, under the beach umbrella 
or on long car trips, you need 
certainty.
Here's a tiny spoiler of what 
you'll find on our pages this time:
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After months, PICCOLI BRIVIDI returns,After months, PICCOLI BRIVIDI returns,

the column that recounts true events inthe column that recounts true events in

the cosplay community.the cosplay community.

Our usual and unmissable columns suchOur usual and unmissable columns such

as: CRAZY SEWING, YOU AND THEas: CRAZY SEWING, YOU AND THE

CHARACTER, and 3D PRINTING.CHARACTER, and 3D PRINTING.

And many other surprises.And many other surprises.
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Our usual and unmissable columns such
as: CRAZY SEWING, YOU AND THE
CHARACTER, and 3D PRINTING.
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In short, the menu is extensive and, IIn short, the menu is extensive and, I
assure you, definitely refreshing.assure you, definitely refreshing.
So, grab that ice-cold drink (which willSo, grab that ice-cold drink (which will
surely have warmed up by now),surely have warmed up by now),
find the ultimate shade,find the ultimate shade,  
and enjoy this new issue,and enjoy this new issue,  
one click at a time.one click at a time.

Happy Ferragosto, happy reading, andHappy Ferragosto, happy reading, and
wherever you are, keep unplugging!wherever you are, keep unplugging!

Your Mr. ComicsYour Mr. Comics

In short, the menu is extensive and, I
assure you, definitely refreshing.
So, grab that ice-cold drink (which will
surely have warmed up by now),
find the ultimate shade, 
and enjoy this new issue, 
one click at a time.

Happy Ferragosto, happy reading, and
wherever you are, keep unplugging!

Your Mr. Comics

666

Follow us on ourFollow us on ourFollow us on our
social networkssocial networkssocial networks
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Eroi a Grazzano & Grazzano Viscomics 2026
29-30 August 2026

Martano Comics 2026
2 August 2026

Fantasy Bard 2026
21-23 August 2026

Rosolina Beach Comics 2026)
22-23 August 2026

Venacomix 2026 
19 August 2026

Giocaosta 2026 
7-10 August 2026

Cortemilia Comics & Games 2026
29 August 2026

San Marino Comics 2026
28-30 August 2026

bicomix 2026
21-23 August 2026
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Una festa a lungo attesa 2026
30 August 2026
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Gamescom 2026 (Colonia, Germaniy)
26-30 August 2026
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Otakon 2026 (Washington D.C., USA)
31 July - 2 August

Summer Comiket 108 (Comic Market) (Tokyo, Giappone)
15-16 August 2026

Fan Expo Canada 2026 (Toronto, Canada)
27-30 August 2026

EUROPeEUROPeEUROPe

United States and the restUnited States and the rest  
of the worldof the world
United States and the rest 
of the world

999
Follow us on ourFollow us on ourFollow us on our
social networkssocial networkssocial networks
Follow us on our
social networks

Animaga Melbourne 2026 (Melbourne, Australia)
29-30 August 2026

Oz Comic-Con Canberra 2026 (Canberra, Australia)
15-16 Agosto 2026



A Hitchhiker's Guide
to Editing for

Cosplayers (Without
Photoshop)

Written by eden.starrPh: eden.starr



As I’ve mentAs I’ve mentiioned in previous articles, I wasoned in previous articles, I was
given a camera for my birthday last year. Igiven a camera for my birthday last year. I
get the feeling that people assumed I got itget the feeling that people assumed I got it
because so many cosplayers nowadays alsobecause so many cosplayers nowadays also
dabble in photography, but the reality isdabble in photography, but the reality is
quite different. While on one hand I feelquite different. While on one hand I feel
somewhat left out of the photographer-somewhat left out of the photographer-
cosplayer dynamic, on the other,cosplayer dynamic, on the other,
I grew up in a home filledI grew up in a home filled
with photo albums andwith photo albums and
with a father who haswith a father who has
always had a passion foralways had a passion for
video cameras and stillvideo cameras and still
cameras (he actually boughtcameras (he actually bought
a new one just a few months ago).a new one just a few months ago).

As I’ve mentioned in previous articles, I was
given a camera for my birthday last year. I
get the feeling that people assumed I got it
because so many cosplayers nowadays also
dabble in photography, but the reality is
quite different. While on one hand I feel
somewhat left out of the photographer-
cosplayer dynamic, on the other,
I grew up in a home filled
with photo albums and
with a father who has
always had a passion for
video cameras and still
cameras (he actually bought
a new one just a few months ago).
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When IWhen I first first got into photography, everyone I got into photography, everyone I
asked about their editing software gave measked about their editing software gave me
the same two answers: Lightroom andthe same two answers: Lightroom and
Photoshop. So, a few weeks after attending aPhotoshop. So, a few weeks after attending a
trade show, I opened up my modest laptoptrade show, I opened up my modest laptop
intending to download one of the twointending to download one of the two
programs. That’s when Iprograms. That’s when I
discovered a truth no onediscovered a truth no one
had warned me about:had warned me about:
the cost of a subscriptionthe cost of a subscription
to Lightroom andto Lightroom and
Photoshop was simplyPhotoshop was simply
too high for my budget.too high for my budget.
Not wanting to give up,Not wanting to give up,
I Googled to see if thereI Googled to see if there
were any cheaperwere any cheaper
alternatives (which, toalternatives (which, to
me, meant free), andme, meant free), and
that’s how I discoveredthat’s how I discovered
two fantastic open-source programs that aretwo fantastic open-source programs that are
completely free: Darktable and Krita!completely free: Darktable and Krita!

When I first got into photography, everyone I
asked about their editing software gave me
the same two answers: Lightroom and
Photoshop. So, a few weeks after attending a
trade show, I opened up my modest laptop
intending to download one of the two
programs. That’s when I
discovered a truth no one
had warned me about:
the cost of a subscription
to Lightroom and
Photoshop was simply
too high for my budget.
Not wanting to give up,
I Googled to see if there
were any cheaper
alternatives (which, to
me, meant free), and
that’s how I discovered
two fantastic open-source programs that are
completely free: Darktable and Krita!
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But let’s takeBut let’s take things things in order. Darktable is a in order. Darktable is a
solid alternative, even though its interfacesolid alternative, even though its interface
and learning curve are somewhat moreand learning curve are somewhat more
complex than Lightroom’s (the first time Icomplex than Lightroom’s (the first time I
opened the program, it felt like looking at anopened the program, it felt like looking at an
airplane cockpit!). Its color management isairplane cockpit!). Its color management is
extremely comprehensive,extremely comprehensive,
allowing you to calibrateallowing you to calibrate
even the tones of certaineven the tones of certain
tricky details, such astricky details, such as
fluorescent elements.fluorescent elements.
It also offers the abilityIt also offers the ability
to retouch minorto retouch minor
imperfections in clothingimperfections in clothing
or skin efficiently yetor skin efficiently yet
naturally, withoutnaturally, without
drastically altering thedrastically altering the
original image.original image.

But let’s take things in order. Darktable is a
solid alternative, even though its interface
and learning curve are somewhat more
complex than Lightroom’s (the first time I
opened the program, it felt like looking at an
airplane cockpit!). Its color management is
extremely comprehensive,
allowing you to calibrate
even the tones of certain
tricky details, such as
fluorescent elements.
It also offers the ability
to retouch minor
imperfections in clothing
or skin efficiently yet
naturally, without
drastically altering the
original image.
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AsAs fo for Krita, I am well aware that it is anr Krita, I am well aware that it is an
application created primarily for i llustratorsapplication created primarily for i llustrators
(it works best with a graphics tablet, though(it works best with a graphics tablet, though
with a bit of practice and patience, it can bewith a bit of practice and patience, it can be
used very effectively with aused very effectively with a
mouse as well). However,mouse as well). However,
cosplay photographycosplay photography
sometimes needs a touch ofsometimes needs a touch of
magic, too. Krita offers anmagic, too. Krita offers an
impressive range of digitalimpressive range of digital
brushes perfect for addingbrushes perfect for adding
volume to wigs, lengtheningvolume to wigs, lengthening
eyelashes, or creating aeyelashes, or creating a
glowing effect on details.glowing effect on details.
I admit this with someI admit this with some
hesitation: I can’t put inhesitation: I can’t put in
colored contact lenses, but thanks to Krita,colored contact lenses, but thanks to Krita,
that’s no longer an issue, as it allows me tothat’s no longer an issue, as it allows me to
edit my eye color during post-production.edit my eye color during post-production.

As for Krita, I am well aware that it is an
application created primarily for i llustrators
(it works best with a graphics tablet, though
with a bit of practice and patience, it can be
used very effectively with a
mouse as well). However,
cosplay photography
sometimes needs a touch of
magic, too. Krita offers an
impressive range of digital
brushes perfect for adding
volume to wigs, lengthening
eyelashes, or creating a
glowing effect on details.
I admit this with some
hesitation: I can’t put in
colored contact lenses, but thanks to Krita,
that’s no longer an issue, as it allows me to
edit my eye color during post-production.
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I decided I decided toto include three photos in this include three photos in this
article: the original straight from the camera,article: the original straight from the camera,
the same one edited with Darktable, andthe same one edited with Darktable, and
finally, that same shot enhanced with a touchfinally, that same shot enhanced with a touch
of Krita "magic"—turning my eyes blue, justof Krita "magic"—turning my eyes blue, just
like Hatsune Miku’s! I admit I gave it somelike Hatsune Miku’s! I admit I gave it some
thought: this is the first time I’ve posted anthought: this is the first time I’ve posted an
unedited photo—a true, real, authentic shot. Iunedited photo—a true, real, authentic shot. I
reflected on it because it’s a rare sight.reflected on it because it’s a rare sight.
Every day, everywhere, we see perfectEvery day, everywhere, we see perfect
cosplay photos—sometimes edited to thecosplay photos—sometimes edited to the
point where they present an imagepoint where they present an image
completely removed from reality. I wanted tocompletely removed from reality. I wanted to
share something real instead. A reminder, anshare something real instead. A reminder, an
act of love for the creative process thatact of love for the creative process that
says: "This is the original photo; and if thesays: "This is the original photo; and if the
edited version exists, it’s because the rawedited version exists, it’s because the raw
version exists, too." It’s a beautiful thing, andversion exists, too." It’s a beautiful thing, and
I hope no one ever forgets it. From my deskI hope no one ever forgets it. From my desk
to yours,to yours,
Eden StarrEden Starr

I decided to include three photos in this
article: the original straight from the camera,
the same one edited with Darktable, and
finally, that same shot enhanced with a touch
of Krita "magic"—turning my eyes blue, just
like Hatsune Miku’s! I admit I gave it some
thought: this is the first time I’ve posted an
unedited photo—a true, real, authentic shot. I
reflected on it because it’s a rare sight.
Every day, everywhere, we see perfect
cosplay photos—sometimes edited to the
point where they present an image
completely removed from reality. I wanted to
share something real instead. A reminder, an
act of love for the creative process that
says: "This is the original photo; and if the
edited version exists, it’s because the raw
version exists, too." It’s a beautiful thing, and
I hope no one ever forgets it. From my desk
to yours,
Eden Starr
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Written By droid.rustPh: mauro_petrolati_mein_bestes_ii

Big Ideas, SmallBig Ideas, Small
Plates: How to 3DPlates: How to 3D

Print Giant Objects –Print Giant Objects –
Part 2Part 2

Big Ideas, Small
Plates: How to 3D

Print Giant Objects –
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      ere is part two of: Big Ideas, Small Parts:ere is part two of: Big Ideas, Small Parts:
How to 3D Print Giant Objects! TheHow to 3D Print Giant Objects! The
"Tolerance" Factor: Avoiding nasty surprises"Tolerance" Factor: Avoiding nasty surprises
When plastic heats up and exits the nozzle, itWhen plastic heats up and exits the nozzle, it
tends to expand slightly. This means that iftends to expand slightly. This means that if
you print a 5mm hole and a 5mm peg, theyyou print a 5mm hole and a 5mm peg, they
won't fit together. In the connectors menu,won't fit together. In the connectors menu,
you'll find a "Tolerance" setting. By default,you'll find a "Tolerance" setting. By default,
it is usually set to around 0.15mm or 0.2mm.it is usually set to around 0.15mm or 0.2mm.
If your printer is highly precise (like a BambuIf your printer is highly precise (like a Bambu
Lab X1 or P1 series), 0.15mm or 0.2mm isLab X1 or P1 series), 0.15mm or 0.2mm is
sufficient. If you are using an older orsufficient. If you are using an older or
budget-friendly printer, increase thebudget-friendly printer, increase the
tolerance to 0.25mm or 0.3mm to ensure thetolerance to 0.25mm or 0.3mm to ensure the
parts slide together without needing aparts slide together without needing a
hammer!hammer!

   ere is part two of: Big Ideas, Small Parts:
How to 3D Print Giant Objects! The
"Tolerance" Factor: Avoiding nasty surprises
When plastic heats up and exits the nozzle, it
tends to expand slightly. This means that if
you print a 5mm hole and a 5mm peg, they
won't fit together. In the connectors menu,
you'll find a "Tolerance" setting. By default,
it is usually set to around 0.15mm or 0.2mm.
If your printer is highly precise (like a Bambu
Lab X1 or P1 series), 0.15mm or 0.2mm is
sufficient. If you are using an older or
budget-friendly printer, increase the
tolerance to 0.25mm or 0.3mm to ensure the
parts slide together without needing a
hammer!
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The professional alternative for the “lazy”The professional alternative for the “lazy”
(or for professionals): LuBan 3D. Making(or for professionals): LuBan 3D. Making
manual cuts in OrcaSlicer is fun and perfectmanual cuts in OrcaSlicer is fun and perfect
for objects split into two or four parts. Butfor objects split into two or four parts. But
what if you need to print a two-meter-tallwhat if you need to print a two-meter-tall
statue that needs to be divided into 50statue that needs to be divided into 50
different pieces? Doing that by hand woulddifferent pieces? Doing that by hand would
take hours of work. This is where LuBan 3Dtake hours of work. This is where LuBan 3D
deserves a special mention—deserves a special mention—
a commercial software (paid,a commercial software (paid,
but with a free trial). It doesbut with a free trial). It does
many things, but amongmany things, but among
themthem is a feature specialized is a feature specialized
exclusively for breakingexclusively for breaking
down giant models.down giant models.
BambuBambu Studio, LuBan does Studio, LuBan does
almostalmost everything automatically: everything automatically:
You simply enter your printer's build plateYou simply enter your printer's build plate
dimensions.dimensions.

The professional alternative for the “lazy”
(or for professionals): LuBan 3D. Making
manual cuts in OrcaSlicer is fun and perfect
for objects split into two or four parts. But
what if you need to print a two-meter-tall
statue that needs to be divided into 50
different pieces? Doing that by hand would
take hours of work. This is where LuBan 3D
deserves a special mention—
a commercial software (paid,
but with a free trial). It does
many things, but among
them is a feature specialized
exclusively for breaking
down giant models.
Bambu Studio, LuBan does
almost everything automatically:
You simply enter your printer's build plate
dimensions.
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Load your giant model. LuBan automaticallyLoad your giant model. LuBan automatically
calculates the most efficient way to "slice"calculates the most efficient way to "slice"
the object into a grid of cubes, automaticallythe object into a grid of cubes, automatically
placing perfect interlocking joints on everyplacing perfect interlocking joints on every
single face. If you plan to turn large-formatsingle face. If you plan to turn large-format
3D printing into a business or an intensive3D printing into a business or an intensive
hobby (such as full-suit cosplay armor orhobby (such as full-suit cosplay armor or
statues), LuBan is an investment that willstatues), LuBan is an investment that will
save you days of work.save you days of work.
To get started, however,To get started, however,
the free tools inthe free tools in
OrcaSlicer are moreOrcaSlicer are more
than excellent! Topthan excellent! Top
tips for final assemblytips for final assembly
You’ve printed all theYou’ve printed all the
parts and removedparts and removed
the supports; now youthe supports; now you
ha e a giant plastic puzzleha e a giant plastic puzzle
on your table just waiting to come to life.on your table just waiting to come to life.
What’s the next step?What’s the next step?

Load your giant model. LuBan automatically
calculates the most efficient way to "slice"
the object into a grid of cubes, automatically
placing perfect interlocking joints on every
single face. If you plan to turn large-format
3D printing into a business or an intensive
hobby (such as full-suit cosplay armor or
statues), LuBan is an investment that will
save you days of work.
To get started, however,
the free tools in
OrcaSlicer are more
than excellent! Top
tips for final assembly
You’ve printed all the
parts and removed
the supports; now you
ha e a giant plastic puzzle
on your table just waiting to come to life.
What’s the next step?
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1. The right glue makes the difference For1. The right glue makes the difference For
PLA or PETG filaments (the most commonPLA or PETG filaments (the most common
types), standard cyanoacrylate glue (liketypes), standard cyanoacrylate glue (like
Super Glue/Krazy Glue) works perfectly. ForSuper Glue/Krazy Glue) works perfectly. For
a flawless finish, buy a spray-ona flawless finish, buy a spray-on
cyanoacrylate activator: apply the glue tocyanoacrylate activator: apply the glue to
one surface, spray the activator on theone surface, spray the activator on the
other, join the parts, and the glue will setother, join the parts, and the glue will set
instantly—locking the piece in the correctinstantly—locking the piece in the correct
position in just two seconds. The best long-position in just two seconds. The best long-
term solution? Two-part epoxy.term solution? Two-part epoxy.
Cyanoacrylate tends to crystallize over time,Cyanoacrylate tends to crystallize over time,
which can cause the parts to come apart; ifwhich can cause the parts to come apart; if
you want a print that lasts, two-part epoxyyou want a print that lasts, two-part epoxy
is a much more durable option.is a much more durable option.

2. Sand before joining Lightly sand the mating2. Sand before joining Lightly sand the mating
surfaces using medium-grit sandpaper (e.g.,surfaces using medium-grit sandpaper (e.g.,
240 grit). Creating micro-scratches on the240 grit). Creating micro-scratches on the
plastic will help the glue bond much moreplastic will help the glue bond much more
effectively.effectively.

1. The right glue makes the difference For
PLA or PETG filaments (the most common
types), standard cyanoacrylate glue (like
Super Glue/Krazy Glue) works perfectly. For
a flawless finish, buy a spray-on
cyanoacrylate activator: apply the glue to
one surface, spray the activator on the
other, join the parts, and the glue will set
instantly—locking the piece in the correct
position in just two seconds. The best long-
term solution? Two-part epoxy.
Cyanoacrylate tends to crystallize over time,
which can cause the parts to come apart; if
you want a print that lasts, two-part epoxy
is a much more durable option.

2. Sand before joining Lightly sand the mating
surfaces using medium-grit sandpaper (e.g.,
240 grit). Creating micro-scratches on the
plastic will help the glue bond much more
effectively.
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3. Hiding the seam lines Even with the best3. Hiding the seam lines Even with the best
cut in the world, the line where the twocut in the world, the line where the two
pieces join will remain visible. To make itpieces join will remain visible. To make it
disappear: Use plastic putty (the kind useddisappear: Use plastic putty (the kind used
for scale models or automotive spray putty).for scale models or automotive spray putty).
Fill the gap, let it dry, and—once dry—Fill the gap, let it dry, and—once dry—
carefully sand it down using progressivelycarefully sand it down using progressively
finer sandpaper (up to 400 or 600 grit). Afiner sandpaper (up to 400 or 600 grit). A
coat of primer and a good spray-paint finishcoat of primer and a good spray-paint finish
will make the object look completelywill make the object look completely
seamless, hiding the trick from anyone whoseamless, hiding the trick from anyone who
looks at it. Put yourself to the test!looks at it. Put yourself to the test!

3. Hiding the seam lines Even with the best
cut in the world, the line where the two
pieces join will remain visible. To make it
disappear: Use plastic putty (the kind used
for scale models or automotive spray putty).
Fill the gap, let it dry, and—once dry—
carefully sand it down using progressively
finer sandpaper (up to 400 or 600 grit). A
coat of primer and a good spray-paint finish
will make the object look completely
seamless, hiding the trick from anyone who
looks at it. Put yourself to the test!

212121



222222

Large-scale 3D printing is one of the bestLarge-scale 3D printing is one of the best
ways to wow friends and family. Now youways to wow friends and family. Now you
know that you don't need a massive printerknow that you don't need a massive printer
to create huge objects—just a bit of strategyto create huge objects—just a bit of strategy
when using the cutting tools alreadywhen using the cutting tools already
available on your computer. Grab a model,available on your computer. Grab a model,
experiment with the "Cut" tool in OrcaSlicerexperiment with the "Cut" tool in OrcaSlicer
or Bambu Studio, place your first alignmentor Bambu Studio, place your first alignment
pins, and start printing. Have fun, andpins, and start printing. Have fun, and
remember: the only real limit is the amountremember: the only real limit is the amount
of filament you have on your shelf! See youof filament you have on your shelf! See you
next time with more tips and tutorials!next time with more tips and tutorials!

Large-scale 3D printing is one of the best
ways to wow friends and family. Now you
know that you don't need a massive printer
to create huge objects—just a bit of strategy
when using the cutting tools already
available on your computer. Grab a model,
experiment with the "Cut" tool in OrcaSlicer
or Bambu Studio, place your first alignment
pins, and start printing. Have fun, and
remember: the only real limit is the amount
of filament you have on your shelf! See you
next time with more tips and tutorials!
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From a frantic rFrom a frantic race against time toace against time to
conquering the stage: how a challenge born inconquering the stage: how a challenge born in
just 48just 48  
hours cemented the banner of accessibility athours cemented the banner of accessibility at
the biggest festival.the biggest festival.
It all started on Thursday, just as theIt all started on Thursday, just as the
weekend was about to begin.weekend was about to begin.  
I received a completely unexpectedI received a completely unexpected  
proposal from the Bergamo Comiconproposal from the Bergamo Comicon  
staff: to take the stage onstaff: to take the stage on  
Saturday the 27th for a panel entirelySaturday the 27th for a panel entirely
dedicated to the mangadedicated to the manga  
*Love in the Palm of His Hand*. There was*Love in the Palm of His Hand*. There was
just one tiny detail: I already had anotherjust one tiny detail: I already had another
cosplay planned, ready, and finished for thatcosplay planned, ready, and finished for that
day.day.
At that moment, I stopped and asked myself:At that moment, I stopped and asked myself:
“Why not? The protagonist is deaf, just like“Why not? The protagonist is deaf, just like
me, and I’ve been invited to this panel... Ime, and I’ve been invited to this panel... I
have to do it, comehave to do it, come  
what may.“what may.“

From a frantic race against time to
conquering the stage: how a challenge born in
just 48 
hours cemented the banner of accessibility at
the biggest festival.
It all started on Thursday, just as the
weekend was about to begin. 
I received a completely unexpected 
proposal from the Bergamo Comicon 
staff: to take the stage on 
Saturday the 27th for a panel entirely
dedicated to the manga 
*Love in the Palm of His Hand*. There was
just one tiny detail: I already had another
cosplay planned, ready, and finished for that
day.
At that moment, I stopped and asked myself:
“Why not? The protagonist is deaf, just like
me, and I’ve been invited to this panel... I
have to do it, come 
what may.“
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I decided to accept the challenge and startI decided to accept the challenge and start
over from scratch with only a day and a halfover from scratch with only a day and a half
left before the convention. I began fromleft before the convention. I began from
square one to bring Keito to life. I went intosquare one to bring Keito to life. I went into
overdrive: a race against time to find theoverdrive: a race against time to find the
perfect hair color spray, frantic hours spentperfect hair color spray, frantic hours spent
cutting and styling the wig, a desperate huntcutting and styling the wig, a desperate hunt
through my wardrobe for the right clothes...through my wardrobe for the right clothes...
and in the end, against all odds, I pulled itand in the end, against all odds, I pulled it
off. By Friday evening, everything wasoff. By Friday evening, everything was
miraculously ready.miraculously ready.

I decided to accept the challenge and start
over from scratch with only a day and a half
left before the convention. I began from
square one to bring Keito to life. I went into
overdrive: a race against time to find the
perfect hair color spray, frantic hours spent
cutting and styling the wig, a desperate hunt
through my wardrobe for the right clothes...
and in the end, against all odds, I pulled it
off. By Friday evening, everything was
miraculously ready.
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Saturday’s adrenaline, the power of theSaturday’s adrenaline, the power of the
performance, and breaking down barriers.performance, and breaking down barriers.
When Saturday arrived, the excitement wasWhen Saturday arrived, the excitement was
intense but the good kind, the sort thatintense but the good kind, the sort that
lights a fire inside you. Once I reached thelights a fire inside you. Once I reached the
panel, I experienced a wonderful moment: Ipanel, I experienced a wonderful moment: I
met the J-Pop Manga team, who to thank memet the J-Pop Manga team, who to thank me
for accepting the invitation and for myfor accepting the invitation and for my
willingness to participate gave me awillingness to participate gave me a  
beautiful gift: the first volume of thebeautiful gift: the first volume of the  
        manga.manga.

Saturday’s adrenaline, the power of the
performance, and breaking down barriers.
When Saturday arrived, the excitement was
intense but the good kind, the sort that
lights a fire inside you. Once I reached the
panel, I experienced a wonderful moment: I
met the J-Pop Manga team, who to thank me
for accepting the invitation and for my
willingness to participate gave me a 
beautiful gift: the first volume of the 
    manga.



                                                                          But theBut the b biggestiggest
                                                                          thrillthrill w was seeingas seeing
                                                                          the the name cardname card
                                                                          with 'Akira' rightwith 'Akira' right
                                                                          there on thethere on the  

speakers' table. I sat right in the center,speakers' table. I sat right in the center,
between the two speakers.between the two speakers.

                                     But the biggest
                                     thrill was seeing
                                     the name card
                                     with 'Akira' right
                                     there on the 

speakers' table. I sat right in the center,
between the two speakers.
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Despite the massive turnout, a cameraDespite the massive turnout, a camera
positioned right in the center topositioned right in the center to  
capture every second of the event, andcapture every second of the event, and  
two interpreters working simultaneouslytwo interpreters working simultaneously  
one dedicated entirely to the audience andone dedicated entirely to the audience and
one focused solely on me so I wouldn't missone focused solely on me so I wouldn't miss
a thing I didn't feel overly nervous.a thing I didn't feel overly nervous.

Despite the massive turnout, a camera
positioned right in the center to 
capture every second of the event, and 
two interpreters working simultaneously 
one dedicated entirely to the audience and
one focused solely on me so I wouldn't miss
a thing I didn't feel overly nervous.
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                                                                In fact, I wasIn fact, I was
                                                                incredibly focused:incredibly focused:
                                                                my main goal was tomy main goal was to
                                                                seize this wonderfulseize this wonderful
                                                                opportunity andopportunity and
                                                                leverage the manga'sleverage the manga's
                                                                story to convey thestory to convey the
                                                                right informationright information
                                                                about deafness andabout deafness and
                                                                LIS to the audience,LIS to the audience,
                                                                breaking downbreaking down
common stereotypes.common stereotypes.
The moderator’s questions were wonderfulThe moderator’s questions were wonderful
and profound, and the audience’s responseand profound, and the audience’s response
was immediate; there was an immensewas immediate; there was an immense
warmth filling the room an attentivenesswarmth filling the room an attentiveness
that made up for every hour of sleep I’d lostthat made up for every hour of sleep I’d lost
the night before finishing my cosplay.the night before finishing my cosplay.

                                In fact, I was
                                incredibly focused:
                                my main goal was to
                                seize this wonderful
                                opportunity and
                                leverage the manga's
                                story to convey the
                                right information
                                about deafness and
                                LIS to the audience,
                                breaking down
common stereotypes.
The moderator’s questions were wonderful
and profound, and the audience’s response
was immediate; there was an immense
warmth filling the room an attentiveness
that made up for every hour of sleep I’d lost
the night before finishing my cosplay.
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                                                              I was dead tired, II was dead tired, I
                                                              admit, butadmit, but  incrediblyincredibly
                                                              happy.happy. Yet there was Yet there was
                                                              no time to relno time to relax;ax;
                                                              awaitingawaiting m me the nexte the next
                                                              day Sday Sunday, Juneunday, June
                                                              28th was28th was an anotherother
                                                              ccrucial mission:rucial mission: a talk a talk
                                                              show focused entirelyshow focused entirely
                                                              on accessibility.on accessibility.
                                                              FatigueFatigue took a back took a back
                                                              seatseat to the to the
                                                              importanceimportance of the of the
                                                              work I was dowork I was doing.ing.
                                                              On SundayOn Sunday morning, I morning, I
woke up early to beat the endless trafficwoke up early to beat the endless traffic
heading to the fair. Once inside, I headedheading to the fair. Once inside, I headed
straight for the Virtual Cosplay booth andstraight for the Virtual Cosplay booth and
waited for 1:30 PM to roll around.waited for 1:30 PM to roll around.

                               I was dead tired, I
                               admit, but incredibly
                               happy. Yet there was
                               no time to relax;
                               awaiting me the next
                               day Sunday, June
                               28th was another
                               crucial mission: a talk
                               show focused entirely
                               on accessibility.
                               Fatigue took a back
                               seat to the
                               importance of the
                               work I was doing.
                               On Sunday morning, I
woke up early to beat the endless traffic
heading to the fair. Once inside, I headed
straight for the Virtual Cosplay booth and
waited for 1:30 PM to roll around.



Right there, just afterRight there, just after the talk, I experienced the talk, I experienced
one of those heone of those heartwarmartwarming sing surprises: I ranurprises: I ran
iinto nto mymy sp speech therapist againeech therapist again the the person person
who taught me howwho taught me how to s to spepeak. Shortlyak. Shortly after, I after, I
memet a youngt a young woman woman who who had  had taktaken LISen LIS
(Italian Sign Language) courses. I was(Italian Sign Language) courses. I was
absolutely amazed! We walked around theabsolutely amazed! We walked around the
fair together, chatting and getting to knfair together, chatting and getting to knowow
each other a bit. Finding people in the crowdeach other a bit. Finding people in the crowd
who can communicate fluently in LIS is awho can communicate fluently in LIS is a
priceless feeling; it makes me feel safe andpriceless feeling; it makes me feel safe and
completely at ease. I had more fun than I’vecompletely at ease. I had more fun than I’ve
had in a long time.had in a long time.

Right there, just after the talk, I experienced
one of those heartwarming surprises: I ran
into my speech therapist again the person
who taught me how to speak. Shortly after, I
met a young woman who had taken LIS
(Italian Sign Language) courses. I was
absolutely amazed! We walked around the
fair together, chatting and getting to know
each other a bit. Finding people in the crowd
who can communicate fluently in LIS is a
priceless feeling; it makes me feel safe and
completely at ease. I had more fun than I’ve
had in a long time.
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But the real bombshell was yet to drop. HowBut the real bombshell was yet to drop. How
did thidid this incredible weekend of talks end? Its incredible weekend of talks end? It
ended with a thrilling proposal: the Comiconended with a thrilling proposal: the Comicon
staff expressed their intention to putstaff expressed their intention to put
together a dedicated plan to offitogether a dedicated plan to officially invitecially invite
me to Napme to Napoli Comicon!oli Comicon!
Wow. We’re talking aboutWow. We’re talking about on one of Europe’se of Europe’s
biggest conventbiggest conventions but more importantly,ions but more importantly,  anan
organizationorganization that I’ve di that I’ve discovered is unique iscovered is unique inn
hhow hard andow hard and seriously it seriously it works on works on  breakingbreaking
down badown barriers and fostering inclusion. That’srriers and fostering inclusion. That’s
exactly why it’s hands-down my favoriteexactly why it’s hands-down my favorite
convention.convention.
When the event ended, I was left with thatWhen the event ended, I was left with that
clasclassic, unfillable void a sort of "post-sic, unfillable void a sort of "post-
Comicon blues" but it was accompanied by aComicon blues" but it was accompanied by a
profound realization: in just 48 hours, I hadprofound realization: in just 48 hours, I had
achieved something extraordinary, reachingachieved something extraordinary, reaching
milestones I could only have dreamed ofmilestones I could only have dreamed of
until recently.until recently.

But the real bombshell was yet to drop. How
did this incredible weekend of talks end? It
ended with a thrilling proposal: the Comicon
staff expressed their intention to put
together a dedicated plan to officially invite
me to Napoli Comicon!
Wow. We’re talking about one of Europe’s
biggest conventions but more importantly, an
organization that I’ve discovered is unique in
how hard and seriously it works on breaking
down barriers and fostering inclusion. That’s
exactly why it’s hands-down my favorite
convention.
When the event ended, I was left with that
classic, unfillable void a sort of "post-
Comicon blues" but it was accompanied by a
profound realization: in just 48 hours, I had
achieved something extraordinary, reaching
milestones I could only have dreamed of
until recently.
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A heartfelt thank you to the entire BergamoA heartfelt thank you to the entire Bergamo
Comicon staff for their trust and warmComicon staff for their trust and warm
welcome, to J-Pop Manga for thewelcome, to J-Pop Manga for the wonderful wonderful
and uand unexpectednexpected  giftgift,, to to Virtu Virtual Coal Cosplaysplay
MMagaziagazine for alwne for always giving me a platform toays giving me a platform to
make my voice heard,make my voice heard, and to each of you and to each of you
who stopped to listen, understand, and signwho stopped to listen, understand, and sign
with me. The bridge to accessibility is justwith me. The bridge to accessibility is just
the beginning, but we are building itthe beginning, but we are building it
together. together. 🤟✨🤟✨

Wait... It’s not over yet... Keep scrollingWait... It’s not over yet... Keep scrolling
down...down...

A heartfelt thank you to the entire Bergamo
Comicon staff for their trust and warm
welcome, to J-Pop Manga for the wonderful
and unexpected gift, to Virtual Cosplay
Magazine for always giving me a platform to
make my voice heard, and to each of you
who stopped to listen, understand, and sign
with me. The bridge to accessibility is just
the beginning, but we are building it
together. 🤟✨

Wait... It’s not over yet... Keep scrolling
down...

THANKSTHANKSTHANKS
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Now, Now, as I wait for September and theas I wait for September and the re retuturnrn
to convention "to convention "nonormrmalality,"ity," my my mind is mind is  
alreadyalready soaring... and I’m already fantasizing soaring... and I’m already fantasizing
about which incredible cosplay to bring toabout which incredible cosplay to bring to
Napoli Comicon.Napoli Comicon.

Now, as I wait for September and the return
to convention "normality," my mind is 
already soaring... and I’m already fantasizing
about which incredible cosplay to bring to
Napoli Comicon.



Sending a special gSending a special greeting straight fromreeting straight from
Vienna, from the amazing interactive spaceVienna, from the amazing interactive space
at Hands Up – Erlebnis Stille!at Hands Up – Erlebnis Stille!
Now it’s time for me Now it’s time for me to switch offto switch off for a bit: for a bit:
I’m taking a well-deservedI’m taking a well-deserved sum summer breakmer break  toto
enjoy the holidaysenjoy the holidays  aand focund focus fully ons fully on
studying for my upcoming university exams.studying for my upcoming university exams.
But don’t worry it’s just a quick recharge!But don’t worry it’s just a quick recharge!
I’ll be back in September more energizedI’ll be back in September more energized
than ever, with tons of new content, freshthan ever, with tons of new content, fresh
projects, and loads of exciting surprisesprojects, and loads of exciting surprises
waiting for you.waiting for you.
Have a great summer, everyone! Have a great summer, everyone! ☀✈📖☀✈📖

Sending a special greeting straight from
Vienna, from the amazing interactive space
at Hands Up – Erlebnis Stille!
Now it’s time for me to switch off for a bit:
I’m taking a well-deserved summer break to
enjoy the holidays and focus fully on
studying for my upcoming university exams.
But don’t worry it’s just a quick recharge!
I’ll be back in September more energized
than ever, with tons of new content, fresh
projects, and loads of exciting surprises
waiting for you.
Have a great summer, everyone! ☀️✈📖

A SPECIAL GREETINGA SPECIAL GREETING
FROMFROM VIENNA... VIENNA...

A SPECIAL GREETING
FROM VIENNA...

333333



BEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLABBEST OF COLLAB
SILVIA_RLBSILVIA_RLBSILVIA_RLBSILVIA_RLB

PH: @SILVIA_RLBPH: @SILVIA_RLBPH: @SILVIA_RLBPH: @SILVIA_RLB



39

GoosebumpsGoosebumps
Cosplayer storiesCosplayer stories

Part 8Part 8

Goosebumps
Cosplayer stories

Part 8
Written By dan.cosplay._ & saky.ycosPh: @hyperfixated_gremlin_



Let me start by saying I hLet me start by saying I have nothing againstave nothing against
people who do furry cosplay, have a fursona,people who do furry cosplay, have a fursona,
or run themed profilor run themed profiles—Ies—I used used
to beto be one of y one of you,ou, af after all—butter all—but
I have to say that thI have to say that the Italiane Italian
communcommunityity is TERRIBLE. It’s is TERRIBLE. It’s full full
of people who badmouth cosplayersof people who badmouth cosplayers
who aren't even part of the furry who aren't even part of the furry community,community,
and people who organize to stalk orand people who organize to stalk or
ostracize others atostracize others at
conventions—sometimesconventions—sometimes
just because of certainjust because of certain
traits their fursona has.traits their fursona has.
Not that the wholeNot that the whole
community is like that,community is like that,  
though...though...

Let me start by saying I have nothing against
people who do furry cosplay, have a fursona,
or run themed profiles—I used
to be one of you, after all—but
I have to say that the Italian
community is TERRIBLE. It’s full
of people who badmouth cosplayers
who aren't even part of the furry community,
and people who organize to stalk or
ostracize others at
conventions—sometimes
just because of certain
traits their fursona has.
Not that the whole
community is like that, 
though...
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But those few peopleBut those few people terrify me, and after terrify me, and after
falling victim to this sort of thing, I decidedfalling victim to this sort of thing, I decided
to step away from all the relevant chats,to step away from all the relevant chats,
communities, and socialcommunities, and social
mmediedia groups becausea groups because
I feltI felt incredibly incredibly
uncomfortable. And nuncomfortable. And noo
one was doingone was doing  anythinganything
toto  prevent thesprevent these situations.e situations.

It’ prIt’ probably best if I don’t say too muchobably best if I don’t say too much
about the matter. I might tell you about myabout the matter. I might tell you about my
own unpleasant experience in futureown unpleasant experience in future
episodes. However, I can assure you that theepisodes. However, I can assure you that the
community is more than just what you’vecommunity is more than just what you’ve
seen, and I’m certain that if you’re stillseen, and I’m certain that if you’re still
willing to look, you’ll find a group that’swilling to look, you’ll find a group that’s
right for you.right for you.

But those few people terrify me, and after
falling victim to this sort of thing, I decided
to step away from all the relevant chats,
communities, and social
media groups because
I felt incredibly
uncomfortable. And no
one was doing anything
to prevent these situations.

It’ probably best if I don’t say too much
about the matter. I might tell you about my
own unpleasant experience in future
episodes. However, I can assure you that the
community is more than just what you’ve
seen, and I’m certain that if you’re still
willing to look, you’ll find a group that’s
right for you.
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Saky’s comment:Saky’s comment:Saky’s comment:
Saky's comSaky's comment: You just have to find yourment: You just have to find your
place in the world, as I alwaysplace in the world, as I always say—and say—and
naturally, naturally, if it doesn't work out on the firstif it doesn't work out on the first
try... there are so many try... there are so many communities, andcommunities, and
you'll find yours <3you'll find yours <3

Saky's comment: You just have to find your
place in the world, as I always say—and
naturally, if it doesn't work out on the first
try... there are so many communities, and
you'll find yours <3



My name isMy name is Lara, I’m 17, and for a few Lara, I’m 17, and for a few
months now I’ve known someone who startedmonths now I’ve known someone who started
giving me strange vibes... At first, I tried togiving me strange vibes... At first, I tried to
ignore them, but they’ve become so frequentignore them, but they’ve become so frequent
that I’m starting to feel scared.that I’m starting to feel scared.
I ended up talking to myI ended up talking to my
psypsychologist about one specificchologist about one specific
thing, and she advised me tothing, and she advised me to
work up the courage—since I hadwork up the courage—since I had
witnessed the planning of severalwitnessed the planning of several
cyberbullying incidents—to warncyberbullying incidents—to warn
the persthe person involved. I know youon involved. I know you
didn't react to anything thatdidn't react to anything that
happened; I hope you’re okay, andhappened; I hope you’re okay, and
I feel terribly guilty for not having been ableI feel terribly guilty for not having been able
to warn you. I’m sorry.to warn you. I’m sorry.

My name is Lara, I’m 17, and for a few
months now I’ve known someone who started
giving me strange vibes... At first, I tried to
ignore them, but they’ve become so frequent
that I’m starting to feel scared.
I ended up talking to my
psychologist about one specific
thing, and she advised me to
work up the courage—since I had
witnessed the planning of several
cyberbullying incidents—to warn
the person involved. I know you
didn't react to anything that
happened; I hope you’re okay, and
I feel terribly guilty for not having been able
to warn you. I’m sorry.
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The fact that such people exist makes meThe fact that such people exist makes me
really wonder where we’re heading... Butreally wonder where we’re heading... But
seeing people like you who still find a way toseeing people like you who still find a way to
"help" gives me hope for the future. If I were"help" gives me hope for the future. If I were
you, I’d distance myself from that group ofyou, I’d distance myself from that group of
people—and fast.people—and fast.

You shouldn't feel guilty; you did what youYou shouldn't feel guilty; you did what you
could. One person can't change the wholecould. One person can't change the whole
world, but they can change a small part of it,world, but they can change a small part of it,
which helps in the big picture.which helps in the big picture.
See you next month!See you next month!

The fact that such people exist makes me
really wonder where we’re heading... But
seeing people like you who still find a way to
"help" gives me hope for the future. If I were
you, I’d distance myself from that group of
people—and fast.

You shouldn't feel guilty; you did what you
could. One person can't change the whole
world, but they can change a small part of it,
which helps in the big picture.
See you next month!
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Hanging by a thread...Hanging by a thread...
but the right onebut the right one

Hanging by a thread...
but the right one

How many times do we spend hours choosingHow many times do we spend hours choosing
the right fabric, the most beautifulthe right fabric, the most beautiful
trimmings, and the most dazzling pearls for atrimmings, and the most dazzling pearls for a
cosplay, and then... we go home and grab thecosplay, and then... we go home and grab the
first random spool of thread we find in thefirst random spool of thread we find in the
box?box?
But while in theater, costumes must surviveBut while in theater, costumes must survive
lively choreographies, sweat, and constantlively choreographies, sweat, and constant
washing, in cosplay we have an additionalwashing, in cosplay we have an additional
problem: we find ourselves sewing unusualproblem: we find ourselves sewing unusual
things. Faux leather, foam, plastic,things. Faux leather, foam, plastic,
rhinestones, heavy capes... all stuff thatrhinestones, heavy capes... all stuff that
causes normal thread to break before wecauses normal thread to break before we
even begin, especially with the first usefuleven begin, especially with the first useful
movement or the first step you take at amovement or the first step you take at a
fair. Here's my mini-guide to the right threadsfair. Here's my mini-guide to the right threads
to turn your life around and avoid drama atto turn your life around and avoid drama at
the most exciting moment.the most exciting moment.

How many times do we spend hours choosing
the right fabric, the most beautiful
trimmings, and the most dazzling pearls for a
cosplay, and then... we go home and grab the
first random spool of thread we find in the
box?
But while in theater, costumes must survive
lively choreographies, sweat, and constant
washing, in cosplay we have an additional
problem: we find ourselves sewing unusual
things. Faux leather, foam, plastic,
rhinestones, heavy capes... all stuff that
causes normal thread to break before we
even begin, especially with the first useful
movement or the first step you take at a
fair. Here's my mini-guide to the right threads
to turn your life around and avoid drama at
the most exciting moment.



1. Polyes1. Polyester and cotton (basicter and cotton (basic  
constructions) 100% polyester thread is theconstructions) 100% polyester thread is the
most common and widely used. It's slightlymost common and widely used. It's slightly
elastic, doesn't break easily, and is perfectelastic, doesn't break easily, and is perfect
for 90% of the things you sew (especiallyfor 90% of the things you sew (especially
synthetic or stretchy fabrics). But be careful:synthetic or stretchy fabrics). But be careful:
if you're working with very heavy naturalif you're working with very heavy natural
fabrics (such as historical costumes or stifffabrics (such as historical costumes or stiff
denim) and need todenim) and need to  
press the creasespress the creases  
firmly with the iron,firmly with the iron,  
switch to cottonswitch to cotton  
thread. Polyesterthread. Polyester  
can melt or weakencan melt or weaken  
at highat high  
temperatures,temperatures,  
while cotton resistswhile cotton resists  
everything in theeverything in the  
heat.heat.

1. Polyester and cotton (basic 
constructions) 100% polyester thread is the
most common and widely used. It's slightly
elastic, doesn't break easily, and is perfect
for 90% of the things you sew (especially
synthetic or stretchy fabrics). But be careful:
if you're working with very heavy natural
fabrics (such as historical costumes or stiff
denim) and need to 
press the creases 
firmly with the iron, 
switch to cotton 
thread. Polyester 
can melt or weaken 
at high 
temperatures, 
while cotton resists 
everything in the 
heat.
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Hanging by a thread...Hanging by a thread...
but the right onebut the right one

Hanging by a thread...
but the right one



2. Topstitching 2. Topstitching thread (armor) Need tothread (armor) Need to  
sew a thick faux leather corset, gun straps,sew a thick faux leather corset, gun straps,
or even attach Velcro to a piece of fabric-or even attach Velcro to a piece of fabric-
covered foam? If you use regular thread, itcovered foam? If you use regular thread, it
will break as soon as you make the first fewwill break as soon as you make the first few
stitches. You'll need topstitching thread, alsostitches. You'll need topstitching thread, also
called "extra-strong" or jeans thread. It'scalled "extra-strong" or jeans thread. It's
much thicker and virtually indestructible.much thicker and virtually indestructible.
Since it's quiteSince it's quite  
chunky, use it onlychunky, use it only  
at the top of theat the top of the  
sewing machine.sewing machine.
Leave regular threadLeave regular thread
of the same color inof the same color in  
the bobbin underneaththe bobbin underneath  
(the insole).(the insole).  
This will help theThis will help the  
machine run smoothly,machine run smoothly,  
avoiding those annoying knots of thread.avoiding those annoying knots of thread.

2. Topstitching thread (armor) Need to 
sew a thick faux leather corset, gun straps,
or even attach Velcro to a piece of fabric-
covered foam? If you use regular thread, it
will break as soon as you make the first few
stitches. You'll need topstitching thread, also
called "extra-strong" or jeans thread. It's
much thicker and virtually indestructible.
Since it's quite 
chunky, use it only 
at the top of the 
sewing machine.
Leave regular thread
of the same color in 
the bobbin underneath 
(the insole). 
This will help the 
machine run smoothly, 
avoiding those annoying knots of thread.
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Hanging by a thread...Hanging by a thread...
but the right onebut the right one

Hanging by a thread...
but the right one



3. Nylon Thread (Invisible)3. Nylon Thread (Invisible)  
This is liThis is literally a must-have in theaterterally a must-have in theater
tailoring. It looks like fishing line, but verytailoring. It looks like fishing line, but very
thin and transparent. In cosplay, it's athin and transparent. In cosplay, it's a
lifesaver for two reasons: when you have tolifesaver for two reasons: when you have to
hand-sew beads, rhinestones, trimmings, orhand-sew beads, rhinestones, trimmings, or
giant crystals and you don't want thegiant crystals and you don't want the
stitching to be visible, or when you have astitching to be visible, or when you have a
super-colorful orsuper-colorful or  
oddly patternedoddly patterned  
fabric and don't havefabric and don't have  
the time or budgetthe time or budget  
to buy ten threads ofto buy ten threads of  
different shades.different shades.  
This solves theThis solves the  
problem in one fellproblem in one fell  
swoop. The downsideswoop. The downside  
is that it's made ofis that it's made of  
pure plastic. If you run a hot iron over it, itpure plastic. If you run a hot iron over it, it
melts instantly, ruining the stitching (and themelts instantly, ruining the stitching (and the
fabric). Even though it's invisible, you have tofabric). Even though it's invisible, you have to
be careful where you place it and if you cutbe careful where you place it and if you cut
a piece.a piece.

3. Nylon Thread (Invisible) 
This is literally a must-have in theater
tailoring. It looks like fishing line, but very
thin and transparent. In cosplay, it's a
lifesaver for two reasons: when you have to
hand-sew beads, rhinestones, trimmings, or
giant crystals and you don't want the
stitching to be visible, or when you have a
super-colorful or 
oddly patterned 
fabric and don't have 
the time or budget 
to buy ten threads of 
different shades. 
This solves the 
problem in one fell 
swoop. The downside 
is that it's made of 
pure plastic. If you run a hot iron over it, it
melts instantly, ruining the stitching (and the
fabric). Even though it's invisible, you have to
be careful where you place it and if you cut
a piece.
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Hanging by a thread...Hanging by a thread...
but the right onebut the right one

Hanging by a thread...
but the right one



4. Waxed 4. Waxed or upholstery thread. Need toor upholstery thread. Need to
attach large buttons, heavy metal buckles,attach large buttons, heavy metal buckles,
or the hooks of a huge, heavy cape? Forgetor the hooks of a huge, heavy cape? Forget
about using regular thread, which has beenabout using regular thread, which has been
passed through twentypassed through twenty  
times. In the theater,times. In the theater,  
waxed or upholsterywaxed or upholstery  
thread (the kind theythread (the kind they  
use for sofas, to beuse for sofas, to be  
clear) is used so that ifclear) is used so that if  
someone steps on yoursomeone steps on your  
costume in the crowdedcostume in the crowded  
halls, it won't break.halls, it won't break.

Choosing special threads will keep you fromChoosing special threads will keep you from
wandering around the fair with a portablewandering around the fair with a portable
hot glue gun in hand, as I do just because I'mhot glue gun in hand, as I do just because I'm
nervous.nervous.

Good artists copy, great artists steal.Good artists copy, great artists steal.
Pablo PicassoPablo Picasso

Dalla vostraDalla vostra
gaya_cos.ergaya_cos.er

4. Waxed or upholstery thread. Need to
attach large buttons, heavy metal buckles,
or the hooks of a huge, heavy cape? Forget
about using regular thread, which has been
passed through twenty 
times. In the theater, 
waxed or upholstery 
thread (the kind they 
use for sofas, to be 
clear) is used so that if 
someone steps on your 
costume in the crowded 
halls, it won't break.

Choosing special threads will keep you from
wandering around the fair with a portable
hot glue gun in hand, as I do just because I'm
nervous.

Good artists copy, great artists steal.
Pablo Picasso

Dalla vostra
gaya_cos.er 444444

Hanging by a thread...Hanging by a thread...
but the right onebut the right one

Hanging by a thread...
but the right one
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Marin’sMarin’s makeup can change, it can be soft or makeup can change, it can be soft or
in gyaru style. Here's my advice on it:in gyaru style. Here's my advice on it:

FaceFace: the procedure is the classic face base: the procedure is the classic face base
with foundation and powder, an unmarkedwith foundation and powder, an unmarked
contouring, just lightly on the jaw and oncontouring, just lightly on the jaw and on
the sides of the nose. The blush tendsthe sides of the nose. The blush tends
towards pink and also a little on the tip oftowards pink and also a little on the tip of
the nose. The face highlighter, positioned onthe nose. The face highlighter, positioned on
the cheekbone, tip of the nose, between thethe cheekbone, tip of the nose, between the
eyebrows and on the Cupid's arch, can beeyebrows and on the Cupid's arch, can be
either white, light pink or even flesh pink;either white, light pink or even flesh pink;
instead of the highlighter you can use ainstead of the highlighter you can use a
white pencil (the effect is always towhite pencil (the effect is always to
highlight the main features and make thehighlight the main features and make the
face more harmonious).face more harmonious).

Marin’s makeup can change, it can be soft or
in gyaru style. Here's my advice on it:

Face: the procedure is the classic face base
with foundation and powder, an unmarked
contouring, just lightly on the jaw and on
the sides of the nose. The blush tends
towards pink and also a little on the tip of
the nose. The face highlighter, positioned on
the cheekbone, tip of the nose, between the
eyebrows and on the Cupid's arch, can be
either white, light pink or even flesh pink;
instead of the highlighter you can use a
white pencil (the effect is always to
highlight the main features and make the
face more harmonious).

MARIN KITAGAWA’sMARIN KITAGAWA’s
make upmake up

MARIN KITAGAWA’s
make up



Lips:Lips: a glossy pink or fuchsia lipstick, or even a glossy pink or fuchsia lipstick, or even
a peach shade, can be helpful (it's best toa peach shade, can be helpful (it's best to
avoid anything too bright, it shouldn't have aavoid anything too bright, it shouldn't have a
“dinner girl” effect). For those who don't“dinner girl” effect). For those who don't
want lipstick, a good alternative is awant lipstick, a good alternative is a
pink/fuchsia or peach lip gloss. In Koreanpink/fuchsia or peach lip gloss. In Korean
makeup, for example, lips are blended andmakeup, for example, lips are blended and
undefined, the colour is more intense in theundefined, the colour is more intense in the
center and fades outward.center and fades outward.

Lips: a glossy pink or fuchsia lipstick, or even
a peach shade, can be helpful (it's best to
avoid anything too bright, it shouldn't have a
“dinner girl” effect). For those who don't
want lipstick, a good alternative is a
pink/fuchsia or peach lip gloss. In Korean
makeup, for example, lips are blended and
undefined, the colour is more intense in the
center and fades outward.
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Korean-style lipsKorean-style lipsKorean-style lips



Glitter:Glitter: yes! There are also these, that can yes! There are also these, that can
make your makeup even more beautiful, sincemake your makeup even more beautiful, since
they need to be applied sparingly on thethey need to be applied sparingly on the
cheeks or around the eyes, as somecheeks or around the eyes, as some
codplayers do.codplayers do.

Eyebrows: same colour as the wig or a lightEyebrows: same colour as the wig or a light
brown for a natural effect.brown for a natural effect.

Glitter: yes! There are also these, that can
make your makeup even more beautiful, since
they need to be applied sparingly on the
cheeks or around the eyes, as some
codplayers do.

Eyebrows: same colour as the wig or a light
brown for a natural effect.
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Eyes: MarEyes: Marinin has large eyes with well-defined has large eyes with well-defined
lashes. Here the various styles are dividedlashes. Here the various styles are divided
and there are three options.and there are three options.
Based on my adviceBased on my advice

Eyes: Marin has large eyes with well-defined
lashes. Here the various styles are divided
and there are three options.
Based on my advice
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VARIOUS EYE STYLESVARIOUS EYE STYLESVARIOUS EYE STYLES

                                            Bigger eyes by using a whiteBigger eyes by using a white
                                            pencilpencil  inside and below theinside and below the
                                            eye, ueye, using the eyelsing the eyelineriner to to
                                            extend the tail of the eye,extend the tail of the eye,
                                            and joining the two linesand joining the two lines
                                            with the black pencil,with the black pencil,
leaving a space between the lower eyelid andleaving a space between the lower eyelid and
the lash line (obviously the pencil must bethe lash line (obviously the pencil must be
blended). The pink/peach eyeshadow shouldblended). The pink/peach eyeshadow should
be applied to the mobile and fixed eyelid,be applied to the mobile and fixed eyelid,
starting from the center and workingstarting from the center and working
outward. The eyeliner defines everything, andoutward. The eyeliner defines everything, and
you can also draw the lashes, both above andyou can also draw the lashes, both above and
below. Here too, glitter is useful (very oftenbelow. Here too, glitter is useful (very often
it's already included in some eyeshadowit's already included in some eyeshadow
palettes). For an added touch, fakepalettes). For an added touch, fake  
eyelashes are the first thing that makeseyelashes are the first thing that makes  
the gaze more open and the eyes larger (inthe gaze more open and the eyes larger (in
this case, applying drawing fake eyelashesthis case, applying drawing fake eyelashes
above isn't a good idea, just the ones belowabove isn't a good idea, just the ones below
it).it).

                      Bigger eyes by using a white
                      pencil inside and below the
                      eye, using the eyeliner to
                      extend the tail of the eye,
                      and joining the two lines
                      with the black pencil,
leaving a space between the lower eyelid and
the lash line (obviously the pencil must be
blended). The pink/peach eyeshadow should
be applied to the mobile and fixed eyelid,
starting from the center and working
outward. The eyeliner defines everything, and
you can also draw the lashes, both above and
below. Here too, glitter is useful (very often
it's already included in some eyeshadow
palettes). For an added touch, fake 
eyelashes are the first thing that makes 
the gaze more open and the eyes larger (in
this case, applying drawing fake eyelashes
above isn't a good idea, just the ones below
it).



For those who wantFor those who want
a soft makeup looka soft makeup look
inspired by Koreaninspired by Korean

stylestyle

For those who want
a soft makeup look
inspired by Korean

style
Aegyo sal:Aegyo sal: it ref it refers to the smallers to the small  
naturalnatural curve ju curve just below thest below the  
lower lash llower lash line; Koreaine; Korean makeupn makeup  
enhances that area with the useenhances that area with the use  
of shadows and light. It addsof shadows and light. It adds  
three-dimensionality to the facethree-dimensionality to the face  
without resorting to heavy eyeliner or overlywithout resorting to heavy eyeliner or overly
thick lashes. How to do it? Locate the naturalthick lashes. How to do it? Locate the natural
crease under the lower lash line and createcrease under the lower lash line and create
shadow with a light brown pencil with a coolshadow with a light brown pencil with a cool
undertone or a matte shadow. Drawn a thinundertone or a matte shadow. Drawn a thin
line just below this crease, starting from theline just below this crease, starting from the
inner corner and extending about two-thirdsinner corner and extending about two-thirds
of the way up the eye. Blend after the lineof the way up the eye. Blend after the line
downward for a very natural and softdownward for a very natural and soft  
effect, and highlight the area with aeffect, and highlight the area with a
shimmery eyeshadow or highlighter,shimmery eyeshadow or highlighter,
concentrating the light on the center of theconcentrating the light on the center of the
eye. The eyeshadows applied to the eyelideye. The eyeshadows applied to the eyelid
should be very light and shimmery too. Just ashould be very light and shimmery too. Just a
little bit of mascara.little bit of mascara.  

Aegyo sal: it refers to the small 
natural curve just below the 
lower lash line; Korean makeup 
enhances that area with the use 
of shadows and light. It adds 
three-dimensionality to the face 
without resorting to heavy eyeliner or overly
thick lashes. How to do it? Locate the natural
crease under the lower lash line and create
shadow with a light brown pencil with a cool
undertone or a matte shadow. Drawn a thin
line just below this crease, starting from the
inner corner and extending about two-thirds
of the way up the eye. Blend after the line
downward for a very natural and soft 
effect, and highlight the area with a
shimmery eyeshadow or highlighter,
concentrating the light on the center of the
eye. The eyeshadows applied to the eyelid
should be very light and shimmery too. Just a
little bit of mascara. 
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For those who wantFor those who want
to be bold and do itto be bold and do it

in Marin's stylein Marin's style

For those who want
to be bold and do it

in Marin's style

FoForr those those who w who want to dant to dareare and do it and do it
according to Marin's style there is theaccording to Marin's style there is the  

Gyaru style: the eyes need to be dramaticallyGyaru style: the eyes need to be dramatically
rounded and create a “doll” effect. Therounded and create a “doll” effect. The
eyeliner is thick and the lines are elongatedeyeliner is thick and the lines are elongated
outward, the fake eyelashes are exaggeratedoutward, the fake eyelashes are exaggerated
and applied underneath, and the aegyo saland applied underneath, and the aegyo sal
technique is also used here, even heavier andtechnique is also used here, even heavier and
more pronounced with a white pencil and amore pronounced with a white pencil and a
light eyeshadow.light eyeshadow.  

For those who want to dare and do it
according to Marin's style there is the 

Gyaru style: the eyes need to be dramatically
rounded and create a “doll” effect. The
eyeliner is thick and the lines are elongated
outward, the fake eyelashes are exaggerated
and applied underneath, and the aegyo sal
technique is also used here, even heavier and
more pronounced with a white pencil and a
light eyeshadow. 
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For those who wantFor those who want
to be bold and do itto be bold and do it

in Marin's stylein Marin's style

For those who want
to be bold and do it

in Marin's style

The pencilThe pencil i is oftens often  applapplied to the inner partied to the inner part
of the eye too, and combined with theof the eye too, and combined with the
previously drawn white line underneath.previously drawn white line underneath.
Lenses also do their job, including mini-scleraLenses also do their job, including mini-sclera
lenses, which cover most of the sclera. Thelenses, which cover most of the sclera. The
eyeshadow is applied both above and beloweyeshadow is applied both above and below
the eye and is much heavier and more visible,the eye and is much heavier and more visible,
progressing from light to dark shades.progressing from light to dark shades.

Regarding this last style, it obviouslyRegarding this last style, it obviously  
makes the base of the face heavier too, somakes the base of the face heavier too, so
foundation etc., is also enriched with facefoundation etc., is also enriched with face
stickers and glitter.stickers and glitter.

The pencil is often applied to the inner part
of the eye too, and combined with the
previously drawn white line underneath.
Lenses also do their job, including mini-sclera
lenses, which cover most of the sclera. The
eyeshadow is applied both above and below
the eye and is much heavier and more visible,
progressing from light to dark shades.

Regarding this last style, it obviously 
makes the base of the face heavier too, so
foundation etc., is also enriched with face
stickers and glitter.
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CONCLUSION...CONCLUSION...CONCLUSION...
This column isThis column is ov over. If you have anyer. If you have any
requests, please feel free to write to me,requests, please feel free to write to me,
and if you'd like to see a specific character, Iand if you'd like to see a specific character, I
can dedicate a whole article to it.can dedicate a whole article to it.  
I'm available for anything.I'm available for anything.  
Thanks always for your support.Thanks always for your support.  

Feel free not to follow thisFeel free not to follow this  
tips or to do it howevertips or to do it however  
you like; the importantyou like; the important  
thing is that you feel goodthing is that you feel good  
and more comfortable!and more comfortable!  

This column is over. If you have any
requests, please feel free to write to me,
and if you'd like to see a specific character, I
can dedicate a whole article to it. 
I'm available for anything. 
Thanks always for your support. 

Feel free not to follow this 
tips or to do it however 
you like; the important 
thing is that you feel good 
and more comfortable! 
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Follow us on ourFollow us on ourFollow us on our
social networkssocial networkssocial networks
Follow us on our
social networks
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FOR A 10% DISCOUNT ONFOR A 10% DISCOUNT ON

ALL PRODUCTS!ALL PRODUCTS!

CODE: VIRTUALFAM10
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Convantion of the month – August 2026
Written By Virtualcosplay_

August Editorial 2026
Written By Mr.Comics_cosplay

EXPANDING THE MAP: AKIRA’S REVOLUTION 
AT BERGAMO COMICON
Written By  _.akirakaaa
Goosebumps Cosplayer stories Part 8
Written By dan.cosplay._ & saky.ycos

Big Ideas, Small Plates: How to 3D Print
Giant Objects – Part 2
Written By droid.rust

Hanging by a thread... but the right one
Written By gaya_cos.er

A Hitchhiker's Guide to Editing for
Cosplayers (Without Photoshop)
Written By eden.starr

YOU AND THE CHARACTER pt. 7
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Virtual Cosplay Magazine is a monthlyVirtual Cosplay Magazine is a monthly
supplement of Prismag, a registeredsupplement of Prismag, a registered
news publication recognized by thenews publication recognized by the
Court of Rome (No. 180/2017).Court of Rome (No. 180/2017).

Virtual Cosplay Magazine is a monthly
supplement of Prismag, a registered
news publication recognized by the
Court of Rome (No. 180/2017).
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	A Hitchhiker's Guide to Editing for Cosplayers (Without Photoshop)
	As I’ve mentioned in previous articles, I was given a camera for my birthday last year. I get the feeling that people assumed I got it because so many cosplayers nowadays also dabble in photography, but the reality is quite different. While on one hand I feel somewhat left out of the photographer-cosplayer dynamic, on the other, I grew up in a home filled with photo albums and with a father who has always had a passion for video cameras and still cameras (he actually bought a new one just a few months ago).
	When I first got into photography, everyone I asked about their editing software gave me the same two answers: Lightroom and Photoshop. So, a few weeks after attending a trade show, I opened up my modest laptop intending to download one of the two programs. That’s when I discovered a truth no one had warned me about: the cost of a subscription to Lightroom and Photoshop was simply too high for my budget. Not wanting to give up, I Googled to see if there were any cheaper alternatives (which, to me, meant free), and that’s how I discovered two fantastic open-source programs that are completely free: Darktable and Krita!
	But let’s take things in order. Darktable is a solid alternative, even though its interface and learning curve are somewhat more complex than Lightroom’s (the first time I opened the program, it felt like looking at an airplane cockpit!). Its color management is extremely comprehensive, allowing you to calibrate even the tones of certain tricky details, such as fluorescent elements. It also offers the ability to retouch minor imperfections in clothing or skin efficiently yet naturally, without drastically altering the original image.
	As for Krita, I am well aware that it is an application created primarily for illustrators (it works best with a graphics tablet, though with a bit of practice and patience, it can be used very effectively with a mouse as well). However, cosplay photography sometimes needs a touch of magic, too. Krita offers an impressive range of digital brushes perfect for adding volume to wigs, lengthening eyelashes, or creating a glowing effect on details. I admit this with some hesitation: I can’t put in colored contact lenses, but thanks to Krita, that’s no longer an issue, as it allows me to edit my eye color during post-production.
	I decided to include three photos in this article: the original straight from the camera, the same one edited with Darktable, and finally, that same shot enhanced with a touch of Krita "magic"—turning my eyes blue, just like Hatsune Miku’s! I admit I gave it some thought: this is the first time I’ve posted an unedited photo—a true, real, authentic shot. I reflected on it because it’s a rare sight. Every day, everywhere, we see perfect cosplay photos—sometimes edited to the point where they present an image completely removed from reality. I wanted to share something real instead. A reminder, an act of love for the creative process that says: "This is the original photo; and if the edited version exists, it’s because the raw version exists, too." It’s a beautiful thing, and I hope no one ever forgets it. From my desk to yours, Eden Starr
	BEST OF COLLAB
	ere is part two of: Big Ideas, Small Parts: How to 3D Print Giant Objects! The "Tolerance" Factor: Avoiding nasty surprises When plastic heats up and exits the nozzle, it tends to expand slightly. This means that if you print a 5mm hole and a 5mm peg, they won't fit together. In the connectors menu, you'll find a "Tolerance" setting. By default, it is usually set to around 0.15mm or 0.2mm. If your printer is highly precise (like a Bambu Lab X1 or P1 series), 0.15mm or 0.2mm is sufficient. If you are using an older or budget-friendly printer, increase the tolerance to 0.25mm or 0.3mm to ensure the parts slide together without needing a hammer!
	The professional alternative for the “lazy” (or for professionals): LuBan 3D. Making manual cuts in OrcaSlicer is fun and perfect for objects split into two or four parts. But what if you need to print a two-meter-tall statue that needs to be divided into 50 different pieces? Doing that by hand would take hours of work. This is where LuBan 3D deserves a special mention— a commercial software (paid, but with a free trial). It does many things, but among them is a feature specialized exclusively for breaking down giant models. Bambu Studio, LuBan does almost everything automatically: You simply enter your printer's build plate dimensions.
	Load your giant model. LuBan automatically calculates the most efficient way to "slice" the object into a grid of cubes, automatically placing perfect interlocking joints on every single face. If you plan to turn large-format 3D printing into a business or an intensive hobby (such as full-suit cosplay armor or statues), LuBan is an investment that will save you days of work. To get started, however, the free tools in OrcaSlicer are more than excellent! Top tips for final assembly You’ve printed all the parts and removed the supports; now you ha e a giant plastic puzzle on your table just waiting to come to life. What’s the next step?
	1. The right glue makes the difference For PLA or PETG filaments (the most common types), standard cyanoacrylate glue (like Super Glue/Krazy Glue) works perfectly. For a flawless finish, buy a spray-on cyanoacrylate activator: apply the glue to one surface, spray the activator on the other, join the parts, and the glue will set instantly—locking the piece in the correct position in just two seconds. The best long-term solution? Two-part epoxy. Cyanoacrylate tends to crystallize over time, which can cause the parts to come apart; if you want a print that lasts, two-part epoxy is a much more durable option.
	2. Sand before joining Lightly sand the mating surfaces using medium-grit sandpaper (e.g., 240 grit). Creating micro-scratches on the plastic will help the glue bond much more effectively.
	3. Hiding the seam lines Even with the best cut in the world, the line where the two pieces join will remain visible. To make it disappear: Use plastic putty (the kind used for scale models or automotive spray putty). Fill the gap, let it dry, and—once dry—carefully sand it down using progressively finer sandpaper (up to 400 or 600 grit). A coat of primer and a good spray-paint finish will make the object look completely seamless, hiding the trick from anyone who looks at it. Put yourself to the test!
	Large-scale 3D printing is one of the best ways to wow friends and family. Now you know that you don't need a massive printer to create huge objects—just a bit of strategy when using the cutting tools already available on your computer. Grab a model, experiment with the "Cut" tool in OrcaSlicer or Bambu Studio, place your first alignment pins, and start printing. Have fun, and remember: the only real limit is the amount of filament you have on your shelf! See you next time with more tips and tutorials!
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