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readers add
to the history
of Findlay?
1t turns out
they could
add a lot!

Downtown
memories

My memories of Findlay are:

* Downtown shopping on Sat:
urday inthe late "30s lhal
my “folks” did for needed items,

* Balsley's meat market on
Main Street; going into Penney’s.

* And while mother picked
out her weekly needs, watching
the “little™ metal change cars
g0 “scooting” to the upper level
where the cashier waited, then
n-lumiu the little cars back down
with the change and/or receipts.

* Walking down the sidewalk
amongst the many people going

“ever so which way.”

* Men sitting on the fenders
of their autos which were angle
parked, visiting with others that
they had not seen since last Sat-

Gouu in Woolworth, Kresge,
and Newberry's.

* All that candy, chocolate
stars, yum, yum, yum!

* When the shopping was over,
we headed for our last stop to get
groceries at the City Market.

* Passing by the courthouse
where the Salvation Army band
was playing loudly.

* Once at the City Market
again, seeing friends and family
that we had not seen for a spell.

Bﬂl of all, I looked forward

year to seeing “Santa” at toy
Iaud up lhe stairs at the Boston
store, corner of Main Cross and
Main streets. — Ron Gillogly,
Mount Cory.

Good parking
spots & crowded
downtown walks

I remember back in the 1930s
and '40s, on Saturday night,
people would go early to get a
good parking spot from Front
Street to Hardin Street.

Both sides of Main Street
would be filled with dlumllly
parked cars with people in them
watching others walking or visit-

ing.

The sidewalks and some stores
were so crowded you had to elbow
your way through.

My parents would take my
brother and me to Reese’s Con-

sold

always gave us each a bag of pop-
corn. — Rhonda N. Basinger,
Findlay.

The good life

Penny candy at a garage named
“Pearl’s”

Riverside Park with the girls

Tasty Taters in wax paper

Outrunning bug trucks’ cloudy
vapor.

Huge veal cutlets at Westend
Frost Top root beer with my
friends

Miller's Pond, Bushy Quarry
Walk the tracks to North Cory

Phillip’s creaky wooden floors

She's roasting peanuts by the
score

Cruise the circuit up ‘round

in
Friday night school football
games

Indian summer, November
chill
tobogganing down Rawson's
hill

Fragrant lilacs bloom in spring
Findlay, again, is suddenly
green

iy

Come back home and walk the
al

Only now, they're holding ral-
lies

Drive the country, see great
friends

Where the good life never ends,

— Michele Shoemaker, Ojai,
1if.
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THE SAN-A-PURE DAIRY opened in the
mid-1930s and was located on East Main

also
political figures over the years.

A trip down memory lane

When the sesquicentennial took place 50 years
ago, | rode my horse in a pageant that was held at
Donnell Stadium.

There was a scene from Fort Findlay where we
were riding horses with a group of Indians. I can't
remember who was chasing who, the soldiers or the
Indians. Anyway, it was a great deal of fun with lots
of yahooing and firing of cap guns.

For this bicentennial, | think some of the Findlay
mannmimbuvds.ﬁ«)yunmmdlhe

1 my father’s
tick]

ling.

My life is filled with wonderful childhood memo-
ries of smalltown life. | wonder how many of you
remember Don the Milk Man. He worked for San-A-
Pure Dairy and drove a horse pulling a milk wagon.
He would drop off fresh milk in our milk boxes. On
very hot days, he would sometimes cut a shard of ice
from a great big block of ice and give it to a bunch of

us who regularly followed his wagon.

1 can still taste the most wnnirr(nl potato chips in
the world, Tasty Taters, made right here in Findlay!
Sodas at the B&G fountain, North Side Pharmacy
and Gallaher’s were to die for, and The Colonial Nut
Shop had a real treat of warmed nuts for sale.

Of course, Wilson's hamburgers were the very
best ever. Sometimes in the summer, a group of us
from the old Firestine barn would ride our horses
downtown and order a burger at the drive-through
window of the old yellow building that was Wilson's.
Of course, you had to know how to order properly
m those dan Malts were never malts, they were

“thicks.”
‘The Donnell-Glenwood football game was always

2 huge rivalry, We would walk all the way from the
nndhmlol'mchtwﬂoyal(nlkmmdwnrh
the high school kids “run the circuit.” Mr. James'
beauty salon was where a lot of the girls went to
hwlmmmfmahndlmmlhem The
“bechive” was especially popul
Rimnkl’irkmnmlmlwlhehd:nlﬁnd
lay. Almost summer day, we would ride our
bikes to the park and swim until our moms called for
us to come home for dinner. Sometimes we would be
Tucky enough to buy taffy (they made it right there
at the park) or get a cherry slush.
The rides Mr. Lytle had were, for my sister and
1, only 10 be enjoyed on special occasions, but were
those occasions ever special!
My father wouldn't let us
jeans or Bermuda shorts, We
mind our manners at all times.
How wonderful to grow up in a place where you
could walk downtown and greet people you knew:
“Hello, Mr. Fenstermaker,” “How do you do, Miss
Brenner?” The Harris, State and Royal theaters pro-
vided wonderful cartoons and newsreels. The Findlay
Print always smelled like pencil lead to me.
One could smell the cigar factory and the Broad-
way Sandwich shop, Islay Dairy Co. was a great place
lnm:ecmmmnlmdhndM&th!mn
menswear. Spayths was filled with all kinds of beauti-
ful china things and, when we visited that store, we
kept our hands behind our backs!
lhwuwycdm(rodenmmhm Thope
you enjoyed it, too. — Sandy Hullenkremer
Dalf Fmdlay

“downtown” in blue
to wear a skirt and

Launching ‘The Pub’ downtown,
and flying the U.S. flag at night

In the early to mid-1960s, a fun
bar for young people 1o go to was
The Hollywood Inn, located on
Lima Avenue. This bar was run
by a woman by the name of Sarah
Van Scoit. Sarah was like a stern,

and closed in 1966, I bought the
equipment with plans to open a
college bar. Having very little
money, but lots of that

legal age to drink 3.2 percent beer
was 18. We had local bands and
Ioh ol pod times.

ired Sarah Van Scoit to run
Thr Pub in the daytime while |
worked full time at Cooper Tire
in the advertising department and
at The Pub at night.

As finances would allow, I con-
tinued to remodel and upgrade
The Pub, adding an upstairs bal-
cony and deling an upscale

a new bar Amrd at both local

bought an

Main, alkd The Yellu\- Front.
was ) 1966.

1 called my new bar The Pub,
With lots of hard work and the help
of friends, | was able to open The
Pub to standing-room-only crowds
in the fall of 1966. Remember, the

apartment. At the same time, |
landscaped a lot and installed an
illuminated flagpole (in the carly
*70s.) 1began flying the American
flag both day and night.

One evening, the local police
showed up and made me take
down the American flag, saying it
wasn't allowed to be flown at night
(even though it was illuminated.)
It became quite controversial.

Frankly, | was able to prove to
the powers that be that flying the
American flag at night was per-
missible as long as it was illumi-
nated. The Republican-Courier
even ran an article validating my
position.

Subsequently, numerous local
businesses and organizations
began illuminating and flying
their American flags at night,
(including Marathon Oil, the Elks,
etc)

I sold The Pub in 1974 and
today, after a series of owners,
the building houses a pawn shop.
To their credit, the current owners
still fly the American flag on the
pole | erected over 40 years ago.

1t was a fun era — lots of good
memories for lots of people, —
David V. Hindall, Findlay.

The world was within walking distance

Born in F'ndhy in the 1930s and having always
lived within distance to all schools, I never
mdraxhxﬂhll'lmlkd[mnlhemﬂmdwrﬂ
Lincoln Street and Western Avenue to Lincoln Ele-
mentary, Donnell Junior High, ud Fmdl:y High
School, where Central is now,

We could ride our bikes or walk downtown as
well. Mom would send me to Switzer's Bakery to
buy w«'::‘tlndhead on our spaghetti supper nights.

did not have two cars so we walked in snow, rain,
wind and hail.

None of us took ice skating lessons, but we loved
wplolhfl)uumllhndlomuhlemlhemm
and on weekends during the winter months. There
nn.roommderlhtuadmmwhwhhadapo(beﬂy
stove and a janitor who kept it going so we could put
on and take off our skates, or just stop in to get warm!

‘There were four movie theaters in the downtown
area: The Harris, the State, the Royal, and the
Lyceum. The prices ranged from 16 cents to 25 cents
Iakidt'meﬂarfblndllnkwy there were
bats flying around from time to time. That didn't
nlnpm[romwnmulnm(omwabmeyw
western movies, with the stars being Roy Rogers
and Gene Autry,

In the 1940s and 'S0, there were soda fountains
in many stores on each side of both North and South

Main Street!

Johnson's Drug Store near West Lincoln Street,
a Dietsch Bros., the B&G and Central drug stores,
Woolworth's 5&10, Gallagher's Drug Store, and Cher-
ry's Folks on the west side of Main. On the East side
there was Miller's Kitchenette beside the State The-
ater, Isaly's, S&S Drugs, Northside Pharmacy (the
last to close their soda fountain), and still another
small Dietsch’s. | may have even forgotten a few!

Going downtown to shop was a special outing for
mothers and their children. We all got dressed up for
those occasions and, if we behaved well, we might
get an ice cream treat or a hamburger from Wilson's!

There was a JC Penney store right downtown
and they did sell jeans. But only one store sold Levi’s
and that was a harness shop with only men's and
boyy’ sizes being available in the '50s when they first
became popular for both girls and boys.

In the 1940x, Lima Avenue was a very dangerous
street to cross as it was then known as State Route 25.
I remember my grandmother and great aunt telling
me 1o be sure to be very careful crossing the “avenue”
on foot or on my bike.

MFindhyHighSchwlinlhelSw:.onedm
teachers, Richard “Doc” Phillips, held a dating bureau
alpmmlime.ﬂmw'ndldndhwdaawmu

sign up with him and he became a matchmaker so
monhdswwldplnlhespu:mdam!—Auu
Bowden, Findlay.

- Tom

When men & horses
delivered the milk

In the late 1940s and early

1950s, my grandparents, Dale C.
and Beulah Hill, with my parents,
F. and Dorot , ran and

lm-d in Hill's Gmtery al 614 E.
Sandusky St. in Findlay. It was
seven days a week, which

mom remembered
people knocking on the door late at
night because they needed some-
thing. Someone would always get
up and let them in to get whatever
the customer wanted. Also, when a

pear for a discreet time because it
meant she was wanting something

personal.
My dad remembered giving
credit to many people who couldn’t
afford staples. He remembered
extending credit to the late Dale
Wilkinson, who helped found the
equine studies at the western farm
of the University of Findlay. He
lived near the fairgrounds above
his horses’ stable at the time.

1 never met my grandpa Hill,
but | know him from the stories
my dad, Dale F. Hill Sr, used to
tell. He worked many jobs. One
job was delivering milk in a horse-
drawn wagon in Findlay. The
horse pulling the wagon would

walking as t! ivery man
ot in and out of the wagon witha
metal basket of milk bottles.

The milkman couldn’t throw
the bottles the way a paperboy
would. He had to take them right
up 1o the door. Usually, he knew

what 1o leave where, but some-
times there was a note to read for
extra milk or butter.

As deliveries continued down
a street, the horse would stop at
certain spots to wait for the driver
locumlnlhism.adebvﬂy'

rarely have to touch
the reins to control the horse.

My dad would often go with his
dad on his delivery route when he
was a boy, in the late "30s. My dad
told me one of the horses knew all
the routes, So if a regular horse
was lame or sick, that horse could
fill in, Onhnlll\emehdb«n

id the make a
mistake.

Another time when my dad
went along, a horse took a corner
100 sharp on an alleyway and the
wagon hooked onto a car bumper.
QananMm

do these days.

Neither my dad nor his father
felt a change in speed or a jerk
nor did they hear a noise of any
kind. My dad said he just casually
looked back and a car was being
dragged behind the wagon, He
jumped forward and grabbed the
reins to stop the horse. They had
a time getting the bumper off the
wagon,

1 wish I could tell you more.
My dad’s been gone almost 31
years, mom, ese stories

remember because my dad told
them often so they are the most
vivid. | always wanted to hear
stories about . At the time
lmnmdollhcumuloriu but
at least | won't forget them now.
« Sharon Hill, Findlay.

Courthouse awe,
meat shop memories

As a kid growing up in the
small town of Hoytville, it meant
that most of our shopping brought
us 10 a larger town, usually Find-
lay. Most of the time it was one
trip a week, on Saturday, and most
of the family went along.

Mom and my sisters would take
off down Main Street, going in and
out of the small stores. Dad and |
would usually just lean up against
a building watching the people
g0 by, talking to a lot of them. It
seemed as though my dad knew
just about everyone.

1 remember seeing one man
who had the misfortune of having
both of his legs off above the
knees. He sat on a platform with
casters on it and with his hands
moved himself around. He would
sit on the sidewalk with a can of
pencils and a cup for money.

wwlduhapetnl
drop coins or bills into the cup.
I remember my would drop
money into the cup, but I don't
ever remember him taking any
pencils.

Sometimes, my dad and 1 did
need to go shopping, which meant
1 got to go into the stores down-
town. We would hit the hardware
stare, the 5&10 store (the one with
the restaurant in it, and it had the
best sloppy joe sandwiches), then
on 1o Louie the Bicycle Man shop.

But my favorite was the Baisley
Meat shop. We would go in and
dad would take a number which
was hanging from a hook, and
then we would walk all around
looking at all the meat inside glass

display cases.

It seemed to me that it was
always busy and | don't remember
seving too many ladies in the store.
Finally one of the men behind the
counter would holler a number and
if it matched our number, it was
our turn to be waited on.

'I'hrmrum\nsmod'Thry
would wrap it up in white paper
and tie it up with string.

Sometimes, our business in
town would mean we had to go to

. As a kid, it sure
looked big and beautiful, and 1
would al a feeling of awe

Iways get ¢
when I walked into that building.

Many years have come and
gone since | was that little kid
from a small town and actually I
still live near a small town, Vanlue.

Findlay has always been a big
part of my life all these many
years. 1 worked at Whirlpool
for 36 years and still ihow ln hc

uptown, the
ters, enjoy eating at many of lbe
restaurants, and take part in the
events that Findlay puts on from
time to time.

1 even met my wife of 46 years,
Jenny, while running what the
young people in the ‘60s called
“the circuit,” which ran from
the Big Boy restaurant on Main
Street to the Marathon parking

lot.

So, Findlny has always been
good to me!

I'm sorry to say the Baisley
Meat store is no longer there, nor
the 5&10 with its great sloppy
joes, but sometimes my business
takes me back into the courthouse
and I still get that same feeling of
awe that I had as a kid going into
the building with my dad.

Iknowmw\ha it is a feeling

be an American
and for the justice in our country
for which the courthouse repre-
sents.

Thank you, Findlay, for being a
big part of my life, then and now,
and during your 200th birthday
celebration. May you have many,
many more! — Stan Kline,
Vanlue.

THE STATE THEATER
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Phalan £riskiod O iLatssd IILE Saewn

TUE SAN-AFURE DAIRY oproed Io the
@4 19300 and wos lorated oo Fost Malo
Cross Street. the corren aite of Clty
Laawdry. Tho dalry delisored milk (o the
renidants of Fladlay (o burse-drows milk
wagnan (abowe) umi) 1965, whea o Seet
of milk truchs replaced them. San-A-Pure
reesaland Io bosnses untl] the ald-1050.
Wilise's Sacdeich Shep (as it appeared
originally, tight) hos beoo & [amilior sight
10 Flodlay realdrats sinre it opraed in
1904, Its “hasmburgs,” malte and piea have
attracted reatdents and made it & loverito
NW tor yrare. The tentourant bao

(1o ahare of ned
po!mul Ggures over the years.

A trip down memory lane

Whrn the sesquirentennial tosk plice 50 yearn
ago. | rade my boree (o o pagracd thas wao beld at
Doantl] Stubism.

Thure was o scene (rom Fort Fladlsy whire we
wrre riding horees with & grrosp of Iediam, | casY
rememaber who woe chaving who. the soldiess o7 the
ledisan. Aoyway, it wae s great deal of fos wilk s
of ):lhmumand fwing od cap gumn.

sdary, yum. yum, yum!

© When the shopgdag was over,
we braded (or our Lt step to ot
trocerbes of the Gty Marhet.

* Passing by the courthoue
winre the Sehutivo Anmy tand
wau playiag loadly.

* Onro a1 the City Market
agaln, seving fricnds and Gmbly
that wo tud oot seen lor o apell.

Best of all. [ boked forward
cwwey yoar Lo seeiog “Sents” ot toy
land up the stairs a1 the Davon
sare, cormre of Main Crosn and
Main streeta. — Koo Gillaglp,
Mount Cory,

Good parking
spots & crowded
downtown walks

1 remcasber hack [n the 1930
and 40s, on Ssterdsy oight.
people woald go carly w:ﬂ o
good parking wpot from Froat
Street 10 Hasdin Street.

Both aldes of Main Street
wuald be filled with dizgossib
parked carw with praple to them
wotching othrrs walking or vialt:

The sidrwalis and wome mnien
were to cromded yoo bud to eitoe
your way throwgh.

My pareats would tahe my
brother and me to Resas’s Con-
fecticmary, whrto my grordisther
1% popearn an 1he autside. He
alniys gave us each a bug of pop-
corn. — Rhaada N. Basinger,
Findlagp

The good life

Peusy candy a1 o gurage naemed
*Peasly”

Riverside Park with the girls

Tasty Thters to wor pugser

Oulrunaing brag trorky’ choxdy
vages.

Tluge veal cotlets at Westend

Front Top root brer with my
[rienaly

MiBler's Pond. Boshy Quarry

Watk the trocks to Nerth Cory

Philllg’s creaky woedro Doors

She's romting promats by the
scure

Crulse the circoit up round
Main

Friday aight schoel lootball
@

Indian summer, November
chill

tobagoiniag down Romrons
fey il

Fragraet Ules oo o opring
Findlay, agaln. Is suddzaly
green

Come buck bome and walk the
allyn

Only o .t ¥re bobfiag )
liea

Dri
friencls

Where the pocd [ orver ends.

~—aITY, $TC EIOh

= Mishele Shoemaker, Ofal,
alif.
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Pure Dubry amd dioe a boese o milk wogon.
Ho waid drop ol tresh milk ko cur stk dones. On
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the high schoo! kids “yun the chrowit” Me. laeey’
beanty sakim wes wheve o lot of (he girls vemt to
have theis buis done feo 8 big danco o the proae. The
“Dective” nes cspecially pogular.
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Wawlhwhwwnmﬁmmmmlh\lh:
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oisd our cnanoere a2 all times.
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windom of the old yellow bodkding that s Wilkon's.
01 osuree, yue had to koow bow 1o onder propesly
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“thicio
The Donntl) Gicomood (oothall gaene mos olame
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vided The Findlay
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When men & horses
delwered the milk

o the late 1940t aed ea
19602, ey preadpacents, Dale
2o Beatad HEL with ozy pareats,
Do B. sl Destotdy Hifl, ron aed
frwed i Hills Grooavy at 614 E.
Sardorky SL o . 1t man
optn sowwo diy & nrek. ubich
Sonnl seum [ke ovech nowm, bot
‘o vory cmssaal hack Uen
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e

My dad remmbrred giving
ordft to peegdo ot coubda)
allord otsples. He remroshered
catennfing credit to (he late Dake
Wilhizsen, whn briped torod the
cqmise stexdiro al (he nwairro Garm
o the Unhveosity of Flodlay, Ho
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Bis borses” atabde 3t the time.

| ocver et ey gracdpa MLl
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@y dad. Dade F. Hill Sz, uwd to
tefl The wasrked fobs. One
Job was drineriag @ abone
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gp to the door. Uranlly, be korw

what 1o lrove whire. bal wome-
timss there was 2 oote to rrad fog
extra otk or bastter,

As deliveries contismed down
a utrovt, the boree wimbd wop at
arrtain spots to e (o the driver
toeatch 1\’ [0 this way. o defivery
min weald rorely have to toeeh
the rrins Lo coatro) 1he horee.

My dad wueid often go with bis
dad on his delivery tuate wbea be
wan 3 by (n the kate 300, My dad
told o ane of the boren hnsw all
the restes. So if 2 regular horoe
was Litns or akd that busee coeld
G (n. Only  the roate had doen
cheagnd would the borwe make 2
mistade.

Anotbee tme whea my dad
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100 sharp oo an adieyway and the
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Cars bomgwys stock o 5 58 more
than they do throe diys.

Neather oy daed wor bis Gaber
felt o chsage in sprod or 8 jerh
nor did they bear a notee of aay
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looked buck ozl o cur was bring
dragged behind the wagon. He
Jemped boswand and grabbed the
reins 15 stop tho bogee, They bad
2 time priting the bussper ol the
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1 wish [ could tedl you mote.
My dads bean gone almont 31

yrar, moen, theee. Theso storken

renrmbes beewane mry dad tokd
theen often o0 they are the ot
vivid. | aluays naated to bear
staairn odmat horsen. Al the time
1 pot tised of the naem stasien, bt
at least | nuat ot thm oow,
— Saarun Hill. Findlay.

Courthouse awe,
meat shop memories

Aa 2 hid El:p In the
wanll toas Ilayn it oynant
that el ef Gz abioppieng
ws o a Larger town, mum Find-
Lay. Most of the tuge O woo e
Urip & uewk, oo Satsnday, and moat
of the lamily el oloag.

Mom and iy sesters ek Lake
off duma Mads Street, goteg 10 asd
o of the omal) ateroe. Dad and |
wuahd wanfls par? 0o ap ageiast
5 building watching \be propic
o by. talking to a bt of them. It
seeward as thomgh ary dad hnew

Dale, Findlay.

Launching ‘The Pub’ downtown,
and flying the U.S. flag at night

[ the curly to aid- 19605, a fun
har fo7 young propls 15 g0 10 was
The Hollyneod Ine, located on
Lima Awane, This bar uoe tup
bry & wuaan by the asoe of Sarab
Vao Scolt. Sarab was ldo a stevm,
bet dovabsic, 4

leggal agpe to drink 32 preoeal beer
was 18, We had local bah and
lote of good U,

1 hized Sarab Van Scolt to run
The Pub to the dotime ahile |
worked foll time a2 Cooper Tire

Ry 4

Wann The Hollywed was wld
and cloved In 1086, | bougte (be
cquipsnml with plans to opro &
college bar. Having very lllll:
ermey, bat loln af confid

the and
3t The Pub at night.

As finsnces wosld allow. | con-
tinerd to remaded and opgrade
The Pby, adidiag an mum tal-

comy and 2

@ oew bar aimed al both loml
young
nogld

This wos May 1966,

[ called oy onw tar The Poh
With tota of hard work aod the belp
of irsrnds, | was abde 1o opra The
Pub to staceling coom <aly cromds
inthe Lall of 1966, Remrerider, (he

npmmml Al the umt time, 1
Lanstrcaped a kot aexd instalied ao
(MRarninated Magpeie (1o the corly
T0.) | beggan (lytng the American
(lag both day and aight.

One evening. the local pelice
shoued up ood mado me lake
doee the Ansericon Qag. naylng it
wmn Y aBowed to be Nown a8 o
(esen thungh it wos Hhomisated)
[t becaene guite consueraial

Frucily, I wus sbie to powse to
the puwess that be that Qying the
Amziran (lag 2 pight was per
misaitde ao loag as I} was e
mated. The Ropebdlican Couries
ovea ran an orticle nabdating ey
porition.

Sutnecaratly, omEmerow kool
businessos snd orgacisaticac
began illuminating acd Oying
thetr American (lage ot oight,
Gncieeding Marsthun O the Edo,
)

I s0ld Toe Ped in 1974 and
todsy, after 8 ocries of cworr,
the butiding busces a pawe ebig.
To theiz credil, the cusment oamers
otil Oy the Amyrican Bag oo the
pole | erected oner 40 juars ago.

1t mas o fun e7n — lols of good
memaries (o7 lots of propie. —
Darzd V. Jlindoll, Findiay.

The world was within walking distance

Botn [n Findlsy in the 19308 a! having abamy
[iwd writhin malking distance to all schools, | aever
rode o ochool tan! | walled from Lhe comre of \\m
Liscola Street and Westeun Avenue (o Liuroln
mentory, Doneell Junior 1igh, and Findly Iluh
School, whive Centrol is oom,

We crald ride our bikes or walk domptomn as
well Mom would sad me (o Suftzer's Bakery to
bay special broad on our spaghetll suppes nighte.
01 to a fveasd-dime store foe o 1ol of thiead or
taa seal) corner stare for beach mnat. Most Gmilis
did not bave 190 cars 1o wo walled (o sovw, rain,
wind and hail

None of us took koo skatiag leosom, bt ue loved
to go ta the Doanill Posd to tro akate 1o the evvsinD
and on nevhends dariag the wintes meaths. Theee
e a room endss 1be stadien whkd had o pod beily
stove and o janitee sho hept It guing w we tould gt
on and ko ofl au7 sdateo, or fust stop 1o to get warm)

Main Strect]
Jahsnanh Drug Sture arar Wost Lincole Street,
3 Distscd Bron. the D&G aad Central drug stores,

Wondwuaniis 5810, Gallagher's Drag Stare, and Qaer-
1y Folks o the weat aide of Main. On the Enst akde
et was Miller's Kiichensite beakde the State The

mu Dirtachs. | rrurr run- ovn mn»mnn Sew?

athrrn asd thrir anym \\uﬂandmm‘lqa!a
thme occusinm aod, [ we belonnd ueil. we enight
o1 a0 loc cream treat oo 6 hunstures trom Wiliooy!

There wos & JC Pennry store righ? dowantoun
and thry did eel) s, B caly one sture sedd Lews
and that was a harnras ehop with caly mrm's and
bayw’ sires bring avoilabde in the 301 when ey Gt
becams pogmlat for both girls and boyw.

lnlbt 19402, Lims .\m was 8 very dangrrom

Thuve were loar @t thastesa (a the
arca: The Flareis, he State, (e Royal. and the
Lyvewen. The poicen sanged trom 16 centa 1o 25 cents
for M, The Harvis tud o tulovay asd these were
Yuts Mying anmeod b lime (o Hme That didaY
_0p Uy [1om wanting (o £o 10 see Walt Disery or
western moies, with the stars bring Roy
and Gene Avtry.

[0 the 19401 and 50, thire uere s foantsing
{0 manry staren vo cach sigds of both North and Scoth

0 wan th Sate Route 23
Imuﬂnmynmimhnm&m-muih‘
e 1o bo s to be very careful crossaag the “svwunse”
08 bool o on oy 3

At Findley High Sebenl lo the 1960, one of cor
teachrea, Richerd "Doc” Fhillipn, brid o dating berrse
o proen tume. Those who did oot bave daten woskd
llm uith bitn ond be bocane » matchmabse 20

-ua.Hmw(hnwda!d-m'—Auu
lbm{m. ndlay

st oo

1 vmmn\m- mlnc e man
who had the mudartuoe of hwving
bath of his les off above tho
Aoren. He ast on o platform wah
canters o it and with his hands
oo biawudd anmed. He noad
ot o the idnsalk wth & can of
perails and o cup or cney.

Peopds weshd take o poocd asd
drop cadne or bills into the cop
[ remosmder my dad woukd drop
meacy toto the cop, but | doal
over resoamber him tabiag any
procily.

Soeactimea. oty dad ased [ 834
ecnd to gu ehogpicat, which ewant
1 ot to go 1246 the stores Syams
tonn We awld B2 the hurduzre
steng, the 5810 nsso (e ene with
the restsaroe 12 B, aad B tud the
beut alogpy joo asnfeichn), tm
©0 10 Lassie the Bicyche Mao shop.

Bt ey Lnearite was the Mabskey
Meat shop. We woskd go (o sod
did monld Lako o membry uhich
was banging trom 8 boeok, and
then we would walk all arvend
locking 3 aB the awal Inside glase

canen.

seemwed (o @me that it was
alomyn tesay aod § dueyY remsemstarr
sonng ton cawy Lidies in the store,
Firufly ane of the oxen behisd the
custee wened hoflee 5 earmiver and
U B eatched caxr ommber. it wao
ous (turo (o bo wailed oo

The evol aare was goed! They
woekd urig it sp o ahile pager
aod tio & op vih siring.

Sometimss, our buvinems o
loan -um mmo ao hud o o to
the counthioase. As 8 kid. 8 e
locded big aod drautifol, and |
woald aluayy grt a beeling of ane
wham | walled bnto 1hat bailding.

Many years hewe come and
gone ainco | woo that [ittle kid
from o umal) towa and actually |
atdll [ive exae o el (e, Vasloe,

Findlay hos alwaye bren a big
part of my lifo all theno many
yrare. I worked at Whirlpool
for 36 yearo anod atill shop o the
Moes aptown. 1ho -
teen, copoy cuting af many of the
restansonts, and take part in the
cveole that Findlyy pate on tram
thmze to limme,

1 even mit ey wife of 46 yoars,
Jenny. while ranning what the
young (o the 60 called
“the circail.” which o from
the Bl Boy restaursnt oo Malo
Street to the Masathon parking
lot.

So, Findlay has olaays bren
oo to el

T worry 1o say (he Baisley
Meut store tv 2o loager there, nar
the 5&10 with ito great sloppy
Joco. bul tesortinre ary businens
tadrs e hack mto the nosrthoae
s | still get that same feeling of
amc that | had as a hid giag into
(he tuibding with my dad.

| knvowr cone that ) (s o feeling
of briag pruwd to b as Amrrican

and o the jmtice in our country
for abich courthoue repre-
wals

Thank yoe, Fiafley, foo beinga
big part of my life, then 00d eow,
ard dutiong yoes 200 bisthday
orlebeation. May you e ouay,
msny mote! - Stan Kine.
Vaalur.

THE STATE THEATER
(above) woo eee of wevvral
theatern (o Findlay that
oflered cartona, coup
reeks and mories. Other
dowatoun thastern
Emclwded the Harris, the

owhern
ai the Harris preparo for
croude espected duriag
the spraing of (be lateat
Michay Resocy mavis lo
1508,
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Circus came
by train

During the 1930s, Findlay resi-
dents were treated each summer
to a few days of fun when the
circus came to town.

It came into town by train,
unloaded onto Western Avenue,
then paraded down Lima Avenue,
Hurd Avenue, and Baldwin
Avenue, to South Main Street,
where it turned south to the vacant
lots just beyond Sixth Street, later
known as Sherman Park.

Residents of these streets sat
on their front porches to enjoy the
sight of the animals going past
their houses.

It was a privilege for me to
have lived on Baldwin Avenue to
enjoy the arrival o( the circus each

time an elephant was led from the
street onto our sidewalk, where it
left some droppings, to the cha-
grin of my father and the hilar-
ity of the neighbors. — Mary A.
Brucklacher, Findlay.

Courtship
by canoe

As a youth, my father worked
at the A.L. Askam grocery on
West Main Cross Street, where
the Rocking U restaurant is now
located. During the flood of 1913,
he delivered groceries by canoe to
west Findlay residents marooned
by the water.

A few years later, the same
canoe played an important part
in my parents’ courtship.

My mother's family home was
on the bank of the Blanchard River
in what is now the Hancock Park
District office on East Main Cross
Street.

Since my mother, several of htr
sisters, two nieces, and her pa;
ents all resided there, the .lvnl-
ability of father’s canoe furnished
their desired privacy. — James F.
Brucklacher, Findlay.

Saturdap movies,
park activities

1 grew up in Fmdlxy and had
many wonderful memories.

As children, my sisters and |
looked forward to going to the
movies (Harris, State, Royal, and
Lyceum) every Saturday after-

noon.

During World War I1, I worked
summers at the Riverside Park
Confectionary and Taffy stand run
by Luther and Grace Mains. There
were a large number of servicemen
that came to the park during their
leave.

There was so much activity
there [or everyone, merry-go-
round ri ‘em cars, train
rides, a bowling alley, concerts,
picnics, and fishing in the old
reservoir. There was also a roller
skating rink and the swimming
pool.

1 also worked at a locally-
owned grocery store during the
food and gas rationing, when you
needed ration stamps to buy cer-
tain items. [ have continued living
in Hancock County and would not
want to move anywhere else, —
Peg Warren, Rawson.

Big family had
a mill machine

Hi. I grew up in the "50s with
seven sisters and two brothers and
I remember that San-A-Pure Dairy
used to have a milk truck that was
pulled by a horse. That sure was
something!

‘With such a big family, we had
to have a milk machine installed
in our house with these big milk
canisters delivered to our house.
White milk was what we got. But
one time we got chocolate milk by

istake. Everyone sure liked that!
- It[/ Ede, Findlay.

Smalltown girl
enjoved Findlay

Arlington is just 10 miles south
of Findlay. What a difference! My
cousin and I looked forward to our
Saturday visits to Findlay.

We were so in awe of the Ohio
Oil (Marathon Petroleum Corp.)
Building. It was colossal with its
six stories.

We would go to Newberry's
and Woolworth's and look at
the fabulous trinkets. Arlington
lacked that wonderful bridge
mix, so we always stopped at the
candy counter with a few cents in
our pockets to spend. Oh, yummy!

Hancock County schools
played their basketball tourna-
ment at Findlay High School (Cen-
tral Middle School.) My mom,

and I would ride the bus
to Findlay. Before we went to the
game, we ate at a sandwich shop
on the courthouse square.

So, you see how a smalltown
girl enjoyed Findlay. — Peggy
Rinehart, Arlington.

Test your memory about some
notable bars and other businesses

Having lived in the Findlay area
all 60 years of my life, | remember
quite a few businesses that are no
longer here, but the sites where
they were still are.

Not a lot of people want to talk
about these places, but they were
important to our town’s develop-
ment, like it or not.

These were places where
people would meet after work,
mostly to unwind from a hard
day's work before going home
to their families. Some carried a
“reputation,” but they were around
for a long time compared to many

And rully they weren't THAT

Much information, good or
bad, was relayed in these places,
face to face.

Most places listed here were
usually the busiest from midaft-
ernoon to early evening.
the “night life.”

Some were late-night spots,
though. A lot of business deals that
may have helped shape the future
of Findlay, and possibly put the
very business they were in, out of
business, occurred in these places.

I've listed the ones I can
remember, perhaps you can add
to the list.

The thing you need to do is
know where the places were. I've
listed the answers after you scan
the list. No peeking! And then 1
added some businesses just to see
how old you are.

1. The Palm Steak House

4. The Coney Island
5. The Mecca
6. The Dixie Tavern
7. The Garden of Eden
8. Palmer's

9. The H

l() The Old Millstream
11. The Pas

12. The Tn‘angje

13. The Brunswick

14. The Momnh

17. Haley’s Bar

18. Enck’s

19. The Office Bar

20. The Old Dutch

21. The Party Bar

22. The Pheasant Room

There were also memorable
places that everyone in the town
knew about:

¢ The three movie houses on
South Main Street?

® The business on Clinton
Street that used red caps and
yellow czpe? Hint: Their logo was
on the mirror in the Mecca.

* Before they were Great Scot?

* The meat market on Crystal
Avenue?

* Best potato chips in Findlay?
Yes, they were made here.

* The market on Trenton
Avenue, not Walmart.

* The two root beer stands on
North Main Street?

© These carryouts: Aller's, Bud
& Joe's, Tiffin Avenue Carryout
(Duh!), The E&B?

* The original location of Jac
& Do's?

* Napoli pizza?

* Morey’s, for the Sunday

!

* The two burger joints that
everyone went to when Wilson's
was closed?

* And last but not least, and
closest to my heart, Findlay's
original gas-and-go carryout?
OK, the answers as | remember
them:
1. The Rocking U is there now.

2. The 200 block of South
Main Street, on the east side, on
the alley.,

3. The Gathering is there now.

4. On South Main Street, by
the bridge, on the east side.

5. Across from the Regal, on
the west side of Main Street.
When it burned, it was the oldest
bar in Ohio. I think the original
bar is in a restaurant in Texas.

6. Oler’s is there now. Same
building.

7. The Walnut is there. Don’t
remember the name after the
garden, but it was different before
it became the Walnut.

8. The Findlay Eagles is there

now.

9. The Hollywood. Pretty sure
it would be where the ODNR is
now on Lima Avenue,

10. Residential, where Fishlock
Avenue meets East Sandusky.

11. Just north of the bridge on
the east side of Main Street.

12. Implement dealership,
across from the ODNR.

13. Below the former Finder's
store on the corner of East Craw-
ford and Main streets. That's
right, below. You could go in the
entrance off of Crawford. I think
it's still there.

14. Below the stores just south
of the courthouse. When I went
there, they no longer sold alcohol,
but the barbershop and pool tables
were still open.

15. The Dark Horse is there
nOW,

16. See Palmer's!

17. Between East Sandusky and
Crawford. Had a big circle around
the door of the main entrance.

18. JimmyJohn's is there, on
Trenton Avenue.

19. See the Triangle!

20. Right by the Paradise on
North Main Street.

21. Right by the Old Dutch.

22. In the old Phoenix Hotel on
the corner of East Main Cross and
Main, across from the

o The three theaters, the
Harris and the State, across from
each other just south of the Elks,
and The Royal, between Hardin
and West Sandusky on Main
Street

* The Krantz Brewery made
Old Dutch beer. The color refer-
ence was to the identification of
“low,” i.e. 3.2 percent content, and
“high,” more than 3.2 percent.

* Sheck’s.

 Ralph’s.

* Tasty Taters.

* The Country Market.

* The A&W, Foulke and Main,
and Stewart’s, Bigelow and Main.

* Crystal Avenue at the bend,
Park Street, Tiffin Avenue at the
tracks, West Sandusky and West-
ern Avenue,

* Across from Sportsman’s
lanes.,

* East Street and East San-
dusky.

* East Sandusky and Main
Street

* The Broadway and The
Whitehouse.

* Phillip’s carryout The Whis-
key Venue is there, on West Main
Cross Street. The carryout was
sold for a Bonaza steakhouse that
didn't last. The carryout had an
overhang and two Marathon gas
pumps underneath. They were
one of the few places open on
Sunday in the whole area. They
were famous for the roasted pea-
nuts that Wolfie's sells now.

* Oh yeah, do you have an orig-
inal “Colt .22 cal., Fort Findlay
Sesquicentennial” from Jaqua's?

sold new for $89,95. There
are only 110 singles in the world,
20 box sets. [ don't know their cur-
rent value. Any ideas?

¢ Oh, and Dietsch's, The West-
End, and Lucky’s have always been
the same, as far as [ know.

I hope I've brought back some
memories for some my age, and
enlightened some younger than
me.

‘Two hundred years old and still
going, not bad for an old oil town!
Oh yeah, Marathon, originally?
The Karg well? The original site
of the Courier? What was where
the Courier is now?

In closing, I'd like to thank my
grandparents — they had a real
nice carryout — and my parents,
all for taking me around town, and
to my wife for putting up with me
on this. She's from Tiffin. — Scott
Phillips, Van Buren.

Findlay has done everything well

Fifty years ago, I watched the parade in the 300
block of Tiffin Avenue. I do not recall any of the floats,
but I do remember it was four people to the curb and
very intense watching the parade go by.

Fifty years ago, [ never thought about Findlay ever

a shopper’s and diner’s paradise at the far

becoming
end of Tllr in Avenue.

Fifty years ago, I worked in the retail business of
food. Tt have a hard time shopping for food.
Everything now is four to 10 (tm) higher in the

supermarket or other sellers of

1 have to remind myself minimum wage then was

per hour, now it's more than $7 per hour. My

each _monlh is 50 percent more
N in wages.

Fﬂy years ago, downtown lacked parking spaces.

Tt was always a chore, too much so. Now, things are

great, never seems lacking. The downtown area has

$1
Snml S«umy check
made a month the

long time.

50 much.
life around the fa
farm.”

thing well.

really kept itself in good condition, clean and neat
and well-kept stores and storefronts.

Fifty years ago, plus some months, Findlay and
another town were where Touchtone phones began
its being. I haven't seen a dial phone around iur a

F’ﬂy years ago, | remember a wife told me about
husbund.Hnlwnyuwlmnd(oungmazmpm
ting. There was a notice to form a singing group for
the 150-year program. He tried out and was chosen to
be in the group. She said things in their lives changed

They were dairy farmers. He prametd his singing
to the cows, a.m. and p.m., at milking time. She said
changed.

became a “happy

Happy 200 years to Findlay. You've done every-
— Robert

Styer, Carey.

tos provided by Hancock Historical Musesm
BUSINISSAN'DIANUFACTUI.ING have always been the
backbone of Findlay’s economy. While many longtime
and businesses operate today, others have long since changed their
names or shut their doors. Some that used to call our city home
include Ohio Ol Co. (shown in the early 1960s, above), which later
changed its name to Marathon Oil and then M
hﬂldlllhmmul]eﬁwwnwmullmmm
Krantz Brewery (below), makers of Old Dutch beer, closed in 1966,

THE AMERICAN MASK Manufacturing Co. (above) made a variety

of masks for costumes and various occasions. Located near the
current site of the West End Tavern on West Main Cross Street, the
mwnamut&ummmmnum&-)
and el It was located
College.

on Fostoria Avenue at the current site of Brown Mackie

perfect floor!

34 Years and still
going strong!

From his humble beginnings in 1978,
Larry Lauger Sr. built his company
from the ground up. With himself and
two installers, Lauger’s became one of
the finest flooring stores to serve
Findlay & the surrounding communities.

Today, Lauger's Carpet One continues
to be your premier fiooring showroom
with hundreds of styles and colors to
choose from. Whether it's one room or
your entire home, Lauger's has a floor
for every room in your house.

Come in and consult with our
professional design staff and see
why we're still the one store for your

CARPET ONE ¢

CARPET - LAMINATE - VINYL - CERAMIC TILE
HARDWOOD - AREA RUGS
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Circus came
by lrain

During the 1930s, Findlsy resk
dents wero trosted cach summrr
to a few deyn of fon wheo the
circus cume to towo.

It came into 1owa by Uala.
unloaded onlo Weatern Avenue,
then paraded down Lims Averer,
llord Avonuc. and Daldwin
Aveaue, 1o Soath Maln Sireet,
whrre it turond eouth to Lhe vacant
ot just beyond Siath Street. Liter
boomn as 0 Park.

Residents of these streets ral
on their lrom porches to enjoy the
sight of the animals gotog past
thrir bowes.

It was a privilege for me Lo
hane lved an [idnin Aveowe o
endoy the arvival of the circus cach
sasuorr of my chikihood.

My st vovid rmory b of the
time an clepbuam was led trom the
sreet oo cur sdewalk. whero it
ket same diogplogs. to the cha.
weln of my (aiber and the hilar
ity of the oelghsorn. — Mary A.
Brucklacher, Findiap.

Courtship
by canoe

As 2 youth, ary tather norked
at the A.L. Askan grorery on
West Main Crose Stseet, where
the Roching U restaurant is pow
located. During the food of 1913,
be defivered groorsies by canoe to
west Findlay residrote maroseed
bry the water.

A few years bater, the same
cpoe played an Important gort
In my parents’ comrtship.

My metbree's iy gtmc was
o0 the tuak of the Blarchand River
In what is e Lhe Hancock Park
Distriet offico on East Majn Crows
Street.

Sitnco oy mothar, several of ber
shiters, tuo niooes, and ber pars
ents all roakded there, the ovall-
2bitity of Lubir's canoe farnished
heir deatred privacy. — James F.
Bruckiather, Findiap

Saturdap movies,
parke activities

1 grew ap |a Findlay and had
many noadiviol memario.

Ac childien, oty sisters and |
looked tormord 1o going to the
movies (Harrby, State. Royal. and
Lycenm) cvery Satusday after.
ooon,

Dhuring Woekd War [L I workad
sammers at the Riverade Park
Conlectionary 0nd Tally stand ran
by Lather and Groce Mains. Thrre
weee o Lange codrs of servicomm
that ceme o the purk during theis
leane,

There was o0 moch sctivity
thete for everyune, tnerry-go-
round tides, dodgeem carn. trin
tideo, a boaling alley, concerts,
plenies, and Mabing (o the old
reservoir. Theve was alwo a roller
akating rink and the awtmmiag

1 alwo worked al a locally
owmed grotory store during the
food and gas raticting, whrn yoa
needded ration stamgm o bay cers
taia e | heve conticand (ving
In Hancock County and would oot
waot 1o axne snywhere clse. —
Peg Warnen, Rawson.

Big Jeomilp had
a mills machine

Hi. [ grewr 2 In 1be “50s with
seven alstern and two brothern and
1 remsmitees that SanA-Pure Dairy
wsed to heve s milk trock het was
pulled by a boree, Thst suro was

something!

With sech a big Lmily, we had
to v a milk cachine insalled
In our bewe with these big milk
caabstern delivered 1o our
White odlk was uhut wo got. But
oo time we gut chocolate milk by
mistaka. Everyono s Ithed that!
—Jeff Bdv., Findiap.

Smalltown girl
enjored Findlap

Alington is kst 10 miles routh
of Fleallay. What o diffeeonce! My
coenin and | loaked torward to cur
Saturday viss to Findlay.

We wrto a0 (a onv of the Ohlo
Oil (Maruthoa Petrobrum Corp.)
Building, It was coloseal with ite
sy steiea.

We would go 1o Newberrys
and Woolworth's and look ot
the Gadeloos trinkete. Arlington
lacked that menderial bridge
mix. 10 wo alwmyn sopped a the
candy counter with 8 bew cents in
car pothetoto sprad. Ob, ywneg?

Hancock County achools
played their basketball tourns-
ot at P High Schood  Ten-
tral M " € aal) My mom,

- = 2l ride (oo,
loFine  sefore we weot to the,
B, WO w.c 2 0 sandwich thop
on 1ho courthowmo wgure.

So, you see how o umliiosn
wir! enfnyed Findlay, — Pegep
Riachart, Arliagton,

Test vour memory about some
notable bars and other businesses

Having Bved o the Fexdlay aren
all 60 years of myy fife. | romimierr
quile a (ow ninmees tha Gro oo
longee bree, bul the ates whero
they were otil) are.

Not a ot of prople wost to talk
about these places, but they neve
bmpartant ta our tamn develop
mmt, ke 0 o7 pot.

These wore ploces where
people would meet aller work.
mastly to unwind (tom o bard
day’s work beforc gulng home
to thrir Lamilies. Some carried &
“reputstion” bt they were around
for o long time comparned 1o miny

nonzdayy.
Asd rrally, thoy werend THAT
bad.

Much (nforesation, good or
bad. was relayed in these placea,
[zce to lace.

Mot places lated bere nese
wsually the busiest from midaf-
ernoea to carly cveniag, Not really
the “night fe”

Same wero Late-night spots,
Ubzagh. A lot of butineas deals that
taxy bave heiped shape the (utare
of Flodlny, and possibly put the
wery hastorss they were in, 0wl of
brnadngsa, orcurred i these placon.

Ive listed the onen | can
remember, prrhaps you can add
to the list.

The thing yoo oved to do s
Jneres whireo the places were. e
listed the anwiern aller you scan
the Hst. No preblagl Aod theo [
adided 1ome basintares jol Lo see
huw ol yoa are.

L. The Palm Steak Hewse

6. The Disie Tovern

7. The Ganden of Edm
& Pabmrv's

9. The Hellynood

10. The Otd Milltraam
11. The Paradhe

12 The Trungie

13. The Brunvwick

14. The Manarch

17. Haley's Bar

15 Encky

10. The Office Bar

20. The O Dutch

21, The Party [ar

22 The Phrasant Room

There wore alio memarable

st everyune in Uhe o
aboat:

* The (hree movie bouses oo
Soath Main Street?

* The besineas oo Cliston
Street that used red cag and
yellow capn? Hint: Thrir logo wae
00 the mirror (o the Blecca

* Before they were Groat Seot?

* The ot tharket co Crystal
Avenwe?

* Hent potato chign (o Firdlay?
Yoa, they nere made hrro,

 The matket on Treaton
Aveowe, oot Walnart

* The two (oot beor stacsh oo
North Mala Street?

* Theso aurryvats: Alee Hed
& Joos, Tillin Avenoe Carryow
(Duhi), The E&I?

* The wriginal location of Jac
& Dot

* Napoli pirea?

* Motcy™s, for the Sasday

4

mapre

* The two borger joints tha
everyone went (o when Wihoa's
wae closed?

* And Lt bat oot least, and
closeat to my beart, Findlays
otiginal gas-and-go carryout?

OK. the snvwrro on | rreneentser

hem:
1. The Rocking U bs tharo cow,
2. The 200 block of Saab
Main Street, oo the ant side, on
the A

A The Gathering s there pow

4. Oo Scuth Main Street, by
the bridge, on the east aide.

5. Across from the Regal. on
the west aide of Main Street,
Whin i basord, it wos the oldest
bar io Obio. [ thiak the original
bor in in @ restaurand in Temas.

G. Oler's is there now. Sameo

balldiag.
7. The Walsast is there. Doa
remember the nsme after the
arden, bul it was differest before
# became the Waled.

A The Findlay Eaglen is there
U

9 The Hollywood. Pretty suro
1 mould be where the ODNR b
wow eo Linw Aveser.

10. Resbéentisl, nivere Flshiock
Avemoe mrets East Sandmky.

11 Just poath of the bridge on
he enst shde of Mala Streot.

12. Implement dealership,
acroas from the ODNR.

13 Belom tho (ormer Finders
state o the coroer ol East Crow
ford and Main streets. That's

right. below. Yo could go to the
entrance off of Craw I thisk
I atil) there

14. Befosw the stores fut south
of the courthouse, Wheo 1 went
there, they oo loager 208d alookol,
bt thy d

20. Right by the Paradise on
Narth Maia Street.

21. Right by the Ok Dutch.

22 la the old Phomix Hotei on
the curnez of East Maln Crowm and
Malo, scross frem tho comsthuae.

® The threc thraters. the
Harris and the State. etoss from

and Weat Sandoshy on Main

3
* The Krante Brewery mide
04 Drtch beer. Tho color refers
enre was to the Kmtifisation of
“low.” Le. 8.2 perormt comtent, and
“higd.” more than 3.2 perorot.
® Shecks
* Ralph
® Tasty Totern
* The Country Markat,
* The AR W. Fenlie and Mala
and Stewart’s, Bigelow and Main.
* Crystal Avemwo at tho bend,
Pack Steoet, Tiifln Avenue ot the
tracks, West Saadusky and West.
om Awnee,
* Across lrom Sporteman’s

® East Strect and Bast San-
unky.

* East Sondushy sod Main
Street

o The Broadway and The

Waitchome,
ml.l.tp\mmw The Whis-

key Verme ts therr, on West Main
Crusa Steeet. The carryoul was
soid for 3 Bonasa steskhewse
dldnY Laat. The carryoust bud an
owrhang and o Marathon gas
putpn usderonath. They wero
oae of the lew places opro on
Sundsy in the whole arva, They
e Qo for the roasted poa-
ous that Wolfies sells oow,

= Ob yrak. do you have an arig-
inal *Colt .22 cal., Fort Findlay
Sewguiaratennial” trom Jagua's?
They wold nrw for $89.95. There
are caly 110 singdes 1o the world,
20 bon cets. | doo hove (s cure
rent valoe, Any idras?

© Ot and Dietech, The Weat:
End, and Locky’s b alamys been
he sarme, av far os | Anow.

1 hope Pyo brenaghs bach some
memortes for some my age, and
mummm wome youages than

T\mbundndmmﬂdnduﬂl
puing, sot tud fos an old oll town!

wrro still oprn.
15. Tho Dark Horse i thero

oo

16 See Palmiry)

17, letaven Eant Sandsnky and
Cranfard. |lad 2 big circlo nround
the door af the

Ob ymh, M

The Karg wefl? The ariginal st
of the Courier? What was whero
be Courirs by over?

In comng, 14 ke to thaak my
grandgparents — they bad a real
nice carryoun — and ay pareats.

3 i, asd

18. Jimnyloho's fs there, on
Treston Avene.
19. See the Triangde!

D tor taking
10 ey wile fur pesiting op with me
©a this. Ske's (roen Tifio. — Scot!
Pailiipr, Vea Dures,

Findlay has done everything well

Fifty yeare ago, | walched (he purade in the 300
block of THlke Avesee. | do oot recall any of the Oats,
bat [ da resmrmabure it was 697 prople to the curb and
very inteme walching |Ix;:mle o by

n) yearn ago. [ never ¢
bexumting &
ood of THfio Aveome,

{)wnamlnwh\!huﬂmnﬂ trarinens of

oday. 1 hae a hard time

F\\-lylhlng o L four (o 10 (toe!
wprrrmarket or other seflors of food.

Thave to remind erreeif exfnizemm wage theo was
51 per hoar, pow (1's more than $7 per boar. My
Sozas] Security chech coch ausmb ks 50 pereen awre
thin | oudo o moath then n wages.

about
obogpet's and dinees paradive of

o Loy Tine.

reafly kept Reell in poad condition, chean and ot
and well-krpt stares sod storcfronts.

Fifty yearo ago. plas some moaths, Fiadlsy and
anothre 1o were e Toschiome began
ito bréng. 1 hoven wwa 2 dial phoae aroand lor o

mymnmlmmmhuwihldd me aboat
bmdund He

e o thc

20 maxch.

Ung. Thiye wau o catice 1o blma
the 150 yoas program. He tried oot
be in the groap Sbe said thingy 1o their Ines daaped

xmw for
wuns chownio

They weve cairy Gemen., l:ﬁmn«dhhdm
to the comn, o ond pm, at da

18 Ueoe. She

mu-mna he Larm changed. 1t became a “haggy

Filly yearn g0, dowatono acked parking spaces.

It wan alnayo a chare, too much sa. Now, (dngs arc
freat, oover sorms Laching The doavtonn ares b

thing well

perfect floor!

34 Years and still
going strong!

From his humble beginnings in 1978,
Larry Lauger Sr. built his company
from the ground up. With himself and
two installers, Lauger's became one of
the finest fiooring stores o serve
Findlay & the surrounding communities.

Today, Lauger's Carpet One continues
1o be your premier flooring showroom
with hundreds of styles and colors to
choose from. Whether it's one room or
your entire home, Lauger’s has a fioor
for every room in your house.

Come in and consult with our
professional design staff and see
why we're still the one store for your

lbow "00&1\11\ to Andly, You'vo dose everys

obert Styer, Carep

Thats prreced by fusaal Huoes Hassn

BUSINESS AND MANUPACTURING have always bevs the

of Fladlay'a cconamy. Wiile muoy langtime fictorica
acd busintaace oprrate today, others have loag aloce changed theis
numrs ar thut Lheir dosrn. Seme that nied to call our city beme
Mo‘tohkwtahhvlhll-«m 19605 above), which Liter
changed its name to ¥ 1) and then
Located at the corosr of Jefferson Street and Clinten Court. the
Krants Brewery (below), mahers of Old Dutch beev, clowed [o 1966,

THE AMIERICAN MASK Masu{sctaring Co. (sbove) made a variety
of svahs for contemen and varions occavions, Locoted orar (he
currvol alte of the West Eod Tovern an Weal Malo Cross Street, the
m’munaﬂulnuﬂu‘dﬂdh 1968, RCA (driow)
1 wos located
o0 Posterio Avenoo ot (be carreat aite of Browe Mackio College.

I

CARPET ONE ¢

CARPET « LAMINATE - VYL - CERAMSC TRLE
HARDY/OCO - AREA RUGS
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A Findlay girl’s fond memories

I am a Findlay girl and very
proud of it!

When I think about growing
up here, I believe I had almost the
ideal childhood and have so many
wonderful memories.

1 grew up in the south end of
town between Park Street and
Washington Avenue on First
Street, It was not a fancy house,
but cozy, and we had a great neigh-
borhood with lots of kids to play
with.

Within one and one-half blocks
from my house, we had three little
groceries: One just down my alley
on Second Street, where I would
pick up Tasty Taters and Wonder
Bread for lunch; Mrs. Hostler's
tiny store just around the corner
on Park Street was where Lused to
take cans of cooking grease for the
war effort, to use for explosives,
at least that was what we were
told; and another grocery, north
in the next block of Park Street,
was where we went for good meat.

Now it doesn't get any more
convenient than that!

Growing up in the '40s, we rode
our bikes everywhere, but when
I was big enough to ride, there
were no bikes for sale because of
the war,

My father came to the rescue.
He got together some old bike
parts and the men at his workplace
helped him put together a little
bike for me and I was thrilled. The
pedals fell off once in awhile, and it
was a little strange looking with a
huge lady’s seat, which I was told
had been Mrs. 0.D. Donnell's!
Wow, I was a lucky little girl.

1 went to grade school at Lin-

Going ‘to

It was the '60s. I was alittle girl
living on a farm by Rawson. My
grandma, Vella Cramner Walter,
would take me with her “to town.”

It was Findlay and it was a
big deal. I had to be clean, hair
combed, and dressed to suit her.
No one went to town dirty or
dressed in everyday clothes.

Once in town, we would drive
to certain houses where Grand-
ma's egg customers lived. One
thing I learned is that fresh farm
eggs were a hot item.

The trunk of the car would be
completely full of eggs. One lady
would buy an entire gross of eggs.
Of course, she then sold some of
them to her customers.

When we delivered all of the
eggs, we headed to downtown, We
would park the car, and Grandma
always let me put the money in the
meter. Then, the adventure began.

Back then, Findlay’s downtown

was bustling, were every-
where. The sidewalks were full of
all kinds of people.

Business people would dart
in and out of the shops and the
buildings. The shoppers were
everywhere, doing all kinds of

coln School and it was quite a hike
from my house, but hike we did,
three round trips a day, morning,
noon and afternoon.

After the first grade, I usually
rode my bike or, in really nice
weather, roller-skated to school. I
do not remember many car rides
to school unless the weather was
truly miserable. Back then, every-
one had only one car and the
fathers usually used it.

Looking back, I also do not
remember more than one over-
weight classmate, so the exer-
cise was good for us! We would
hurry back and forth in the morn-
ing and at noon, but dilly-dally
coming home with our friends
after school, which was great fun,
unless a nasty boy chased you.

Riverside Park pool was a huge
attraction for my friend, Jane, and
L. In the summer, as soon as lunch
was over, she would pick me up
and we would ride our bikes over
to the pool for the afternoon. We
would wear out a couple of bath-
ing suits a season going down the
big slide.

Jane and 1 were big fans of
Esther Williams and after seeing
her movies, we would take our
“Mae Wests,” life vests we had
bought at the Army Surplus Store,
and do our Esther Williams rou-
tines at the pool.

‘When you are kids, you don't
care how silly you look. You just
have a good time. If we were
very good girls, a couple times a
summer our parents would bring
us to the pool after dark and we
would swim with the colored
lights on, and that was a real treat.

town’ was

looking and talking. Asa little girl,
it seemed like a fair. It was fun!

Grandma would stop to talk
to the usual people we always
saw, and it seems, she would talk
unusually long to someone she
hadn't seen for awhile.

We would go to the shoe store,
the hat store, the drugstore, all
on foot. I loved the Woolworth's
store. Lots of stuff to see there.
Most of the merchandise was
stocked on tables in long rows, so
even a little girl could see all of it.

Another store I liked was Bais-
ley Meat Market. We raised our
own meat, but there was always
something we needed there. Once
inside, you took a number. No one
seemed to mind the wait because
there was always someone you
knew there.

It seemed to be crowded every
time, but I didn’t care. [ was mes-
merized by that black-and-white
tiled floor. I would sit and stare
at it, following all the lines and
patterns with my eyes. I was fas-
cinated with that floor. Then, off
we went,

When we needed a bathroom
break, we walked to the court-

The movies were a big part of
our lives. We had three theaters
to choose from — the State, the
Harris, and the Royal. There was
afourth named the Lyceum, which
was off limits to nice g_irls and sup-

In grade school, Jane and 1
would usually go to a Sunday
afternoon movie and get there by
1:30, before the price would go up.
That way, we would have money
for popcorn. We loved musicals
and, on the way home, we would
sing and dance down Main Street.
As I said before, kids just don't get
embarrassed!

Our Sunday evening suppers
always consisted of what was left
over from our big noon meal, and
Dietsch's ice cream with “dope” on
the top. Our dads would always go
down and get it and always just a
quart of hand-packed because the
freezer in the “Frigidaire” was so
small,

When we were young, the
movie would be the deciding
factor where we would go, but in
junior high, we would check out
whose boys’ bikes were parked at a
theater and, if we liked those boys,
that is the movie we picked. Some
of those movies were pretty bad!

Junior high and high school
years were your typical "50s.
We had dances after the football
games and basketball games,
square dances, Y-dances, Camp-
fire hayrides and dances, home-
comings and proms. There was
always something to look forward
to.

"We would walk home from
these activities in junior high at

a big deal

house.

That huge building looked dark
and foreboding, but familiar and
inviting, all at the same time. Out
front, the fountain was my favorite.
There were flowers everywhere. I
haven't forgotten steel signs on the
front sidewalk proclaiming “Uncle
Sam Wants You.”

We entered on the south side
door. The first room was a smok-
ing lounge. The chairs were
colorful, slick vinyl with stand-
ing ashtrays set about the room.
People would go there to smoke,
or just to sit and rest.

Through the next door was the
ladies” room. There were marble
stall walls with wooden doors that

shut on you. The mirrors
and sinks were always clean. The
biggest thing was the smell, kind
of a cross between Pine-Sol and
something powerful.

To this day, a whiff of that
strong, clean smell overwhelms
me with with memories of my
grandma and downtown, and
being a little farm girl in the big
town of Findlay, Ohio, — Carla
Lehman, Rawson.

Sitmple times, but never boring

What a treat it was to be a teenager in Findlay

during the 1950s.

In the summer, we “north end kids™ would ride our
bicycles to the Riverside Park pool,
as we rode along, singing “White Coral Bells,” This

we would do every weekday.

In the fall, there were the Findlay High School
football games to attend and “Y" dances. We would
walk from those events to Miller's Luncheonette to

call our parents for a ride home.

Winter was a time for basketball games and ice
skating on Donnell pond. In the spring, we went to

the movies every weekend.

For me, it was over two miles to walk di o
but it didn’t seem long because, again, we were gath-
ering friends as we went. Our first stop was Wilson's
Hamburger Shop and, then, next door to Dietsch's
for a milkshake. Then, to the Harris Theatre where

we could, hopefully, sit in the balcony!

Most of us were dressed alike. We wore Levis.

collecting friends

They had to be from Plotts Harness shop and we all
had navy pea coats and wore white sailor hats. And
don't forget the saddle oxfords or white bucks!
Such simple times they were and we never were
bored. All of these special events did cost money and
we carned our way by babysitting, shoveling snow,
mowing lawns or whatever “odd” jobs we could find.
Most of us got small allowances from our parents,
but those allowances had to be earned!
It's amazing that we all got by without cellphones
We icated:

Findlay.

Findlay has grown since that time and it's sad to
see changes in our downtown. But bless the people
there who continue to survive. — Pat Bauman,

night with never a worry about
our safety. When we were older,
1 am sure our parents had some
WOrTies since we were now in cars,
However, the cars were built like
tanks then and reasonably safe,
but parking in a dark alley for a
little smooching might be another
matter!

High school and college gradu-
ation followed, then marriage to
my high school sweetheart, John,
a week after he graduated from
Findlay College in 1961. A week
later, he was in the Army Reserves
in Kentucky for six months!

We lived and worked in Colum-
bus, Indianapolis and Chillicothe,
but, in 1966, we were transferred
back to Findlay with Cooper. We
were home again! We raised two
sons here who are now two fine
men. We worked here and thrived
here in the last 46 years and I will
never have any regrets.

When you can have the won-
derful memories I have of being a
“Findlay girl," life is full of happi-
ness. What a lucky girl! — Linda
Snyder Weaver, Findlay.

DriUefirey A. Evans, D.D'S

Aniversary after acquu"mg{he,
dental practice of -\
BDriMatthew Kettiﬁ:ger A\
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Your Full

Service Shop!
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The Findlay plant was the third of
Ball Corporation’s metal beverage
container plants, opening in 1973.

« The plant has two aluminum beverage can lines that produce 12 oz., 7.5 oz.,
and 5.5 oz. beverage cans.

/4

/

« In addition to the aluminum beverage line, Ball Findlay has a steel food can
line that produces cans primarily for the nutraceutical industry.

« The third product line is the manufacture of closures for the beverage
industry.

* The combined production output for the plant is over 19 billion units making
Ball Findlay one of the largest can and end plants in the world.

« The Findlay plant has received numerous awards for its quality and service,
and most recently was named a recipient of the H. David Hoover Sustainability
Award. This award is based on the concept of the triple bottom line, being rated
on Environmental Citizenship, Community Involvement and Corporate
Contributions.

« Ball Corporation is a global manufacturer based in Denver, Colorado
and is rated number 297 in the 2012 Fortune 500 rankings.

Congratulations Findlay on your 200th Anniversary!
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A Findlay girl’s fond memories

1 am a Findizy girl snd very
of ft!

Whea | think about growing

bieve, | befieve Thiad atoxnt the
s chikihood and have o many
wunderfol mraxmtes.

1 grew wp 0 the routh end of
town betwewa Park Strect and
Washingion Aveave on Firat
Street, It was cot a Lincy bowe,
bt oy, aned we baed & great m:fr
bartead with loto of kids (o play
with,

Wilhin cae and ope-bulf Mok
freen my buae, we fudd thiee litte
frocerses: Oae unt domn my alley
00 Secoad Street, wivee | noold

k op Toaty Taters aod Woerder

bread for dunch: Mio. Hostless
Ly store jast aroand the coroer
oa Park Steect nm where f osed to
Loke enems of couh g grosso fof the
war effiwt, 1o e for caplantves,
Al Joast thut was wiat we were
Lo and anothey grexery. porth
in the aeat block of Park Strvet,
‘was whare we wead e good st

Now i dorsnl get any oro
coaveniont thao that!

Grming ap in the 40y, wo rode
oar bikm everyubere, but whea
I wae big enougth 1o tide, thrre
were 0o biles for sake beessne of
he war,

My tather carne to the roscen,
He got togetber wome old bike

o and the mino st humurkrhm
pedd biem pa tegether o Lttle
Bike fot oweand I was thirdind, The
pecdals fefl ofl anve in oabile, and B
was o litthe atrange looking with o
buge lady's seat, shich | was teld
bad beea Mo, O.D. Donaells!

Wo, | wisn o backy Hrtle gisl.
1 wert to grade rchosd a1 Lin:

Going ‘to

18w the ‘GOu | wan o e gidl
Iliving on @ (arm by Rowson. My
frandme, Vells Crazenrs Waller,
weuld tako me wilb ber o town”

It wos Findiny and it wos o
big deal | had (o be clean. hair
comsbed. arxd dromed 1o sl ber,
No one weat 1o town dinty or
dreosed I everyday clothes.

Ozce in town, we weald dre
Lo cortals hames where Grasd.
me's egf cuvteinens twd. Ooe
slag 1 bearned is tha fresh Larm
o were o hot iwm,

The trunk of the car woald be
completely (el of ey, One Lady
would by ap catire gross of egos
Of course, sho them wld e of
them to bt cusomarrs.

Whea we delivered all of the
o, we hoaded o donnimn. We
would parh the car, aed Grandme

aluayn ket roo pot Lhe sumey o the
mater. Thee, the adwature began.
Back thr, Finfly's deavtonn

was banstling. People were everys
where. The sidewills were full of
all kizds of poople.

Dnioeea prople would dart
in and cant of the shops ord the
bulldiage. The a o Nern
awrywhere, doing uK kinds of

cels Sehaol azd B woe quito s hile
from vty humse, beat bike no did,
hree rovmd trign o day. mwoing,
moce arxd Allornoon.

After the fint grade, | maally
rude my bike or, (o really nice
wvathirr. rolireahated (o scbeol. |
¢o pot remrebee many car ridm
10 tehon] anbens the wrstber wos
truly miserabée. (lack then, crverys
oue had oaly vuc car and the
tathive aually oaed i1,

Locking back, | alwo do aot
remeraber more thip one ewr-
welght classmate. 3o the caees
chie was good for m! We noakd
butry back and barth tn the qeso.
ing) and a1 ouon, bt dilly-dally
corning home with osr fritads
after echool which woe grest fue,
anliae o nmaty boy chased yor.

Reverside Park pool was o buge
attraction foz ry triend. Jaor. ose]
L ta the sumiacy, as zoca as lomh
way orer. sbe nuld pick ow vp
and o nuald rodo ous bikos over
10 the ool o7 the aftreman We
avsk! wear @ & cogple of tab-
log suils 2 seaton poing dewn the
big allde.

Jane apd [ were big {am of
Eather Willlanm and after weeing
het puwvies, we would Lake our
“Mae Woats” life venstn nve had
bougcht at the Armry Surplas Store,
and da our Bather Williaow roe:
tines &2 the pool.

When you are kds, yoo dont
care huzw slily yoo look. You jat
bove 4 time, Il wo were
wery @ood girs, o couple timm o
sarmmee ecat pacente okl lring
a» to the pood aftes dazk and ne
woald awim with the colored
lighes 0o, and tast was o road et

town’ was

Yool ing aed talking. As o fittle gis,
£ aecreed Uke o Lz, [t was !

Gramim: would stop 1o talk
to the ussal prople we alwsyn
s, and U sevnmn, sho wonb] Lalk
unusnily long to semeone 1he
badn soen fie ambile.

Wo would go to the sl store,
ihe bot store, the dragstore, all
oa feot. | laed the Woolaurths
store. Loto of stall 1o see tRave,
Mot of the mrrchoedie was
stockad un tables Ia lutg! toma, 10
even a little girl could secall of it

Anstlare store | liked was Dals-
ley Meat Market. We ralied ovr
own (1o, bst there wos alwoyn
wnathing wo nreded there. Once
fnable. yum toak a pambeer. No ono
weemed (0 mind 1he wolt became
thote was aloars samcone you
heaw theve.

1t sevrnrd to bo crumdnd crery
time, bt | didn oare, | noo mm-
merieed by that blickandwhite
e (wor. 1 aould sl omd store
21 il following all the lipms and
patterns with my cyes. | was b
claated with that fleoz. Then, off
av wml

When wo needed o hathroon
brauk, ne walkzd to the courts

The morioa wevo 3 big pant of
oar lives. Wo bad theee theaters
1o cheore (rm — (ke State, the
Hasrio, and the Reyal. Theee sas
a fourth aamed the Lycesan, which
waa off Benile to tco ghrls atd wp-
povedly had “coatio.”

la grade echaol, Jane ond |
would eaually go to & Senday
afleroown munie and gt there by
130, bedore the geive wosdd go up.
That way, vo ueeld have money
ftor popearn. We inwd mueatcals
acd. on (he way toae. ae noskd
sing and dance down Main Sureet.
Al vaid before. kals annt oo get
cmisirraseed]

Qur Susday eveniog suppern
aluayw consisted of what wos kel
et (rom cor big aess awel 20d
Dirtach’s oo crmwm with “depe” an
the top. Our dids weuldd alnuys go
disnn ord gt & osd alaays jund 2
gaan of hamlgucked bocamne the
{reeser in the *Frigidalie” was so
amall

Whea we were yoang, the
movie would be ke dreiding
factor where we wondd go, but o
Jeatar high, we nuakd chock out
wbxne boyd’ bikes werr parled at 2
theater and, if we Iked those boye,
that bs the emovie wo ploked . Sease
of those mawies nure pretty tud!

Jonior Bigh ond high schoal

are were yoer lypical ‘Sl
G‘n hud dances sfter the leothall
games and basdetball games,
square dances, Y-dancon, Campr
fire baytideo and dances, homo:
comings aad proma. Thevo was
always somethiag to kol torward
to

We woald wolk home (tom
(heae activitles o Junice ldgh ot

a big deal

beaste.

Tht buage beiding bosked dark
and foreboding, but Larnliter and
{eniting, all 3t the asme tine. Out
(ron), the lemiate was my Lovorite,
Thero were flowers cvenymbaere, |
hneal Sorgotten stevl signs on the
(ram sidewalk prochizniag “Usce
Sam Wants You"

We entered on the south side
deot. The first foetn win a ke
ing looage. The chairn were
colurful, alick vinyl with stand.
ing a:htrayw set aboat the room,
Peogle uanld go there 10 unide,
oF just 10 a8t nod Test.

Throagh the or dois was the
Lidien’ room. Thrre were marble
stall wolls with woosdtn oors that
alasrsmmed abast on yuo, The mtrears
aod nks were olwayw ceua. The
bigyent Lhing was the assedl, kind
of a crom betwoen PineS
somthiag poaerful
To this day. a whill
strong. clean mell overw
me with with mrmories of my
groodma and dowatown, and
bring a Little form gis] fn the big
temn of Piadlsy, Ohio. — Carls
Lchman, Rawuron,

Simple times, but never boring

What a troal i wes 1o be a teensger [n Findlsy

during the 1950

la the sumanrr, wo "parth cod bals® weld ride car
bicyches to the Rivernbde Park peol.
aswo rode akag, ungiag “White Coral B Thia

we woakl do cvery weedslay,

In the (20, here were the Findlay High School
feotbul] gazars to attend amd *Y”™ daswer. We would
walk tram thow cuerts to Miller’s Laorhenaetio to

call our parents [ @ ride boyme.

Winter wus a Ume for toxkettull gameo and lee
Donaril pand. la the wpriag, we nvat to

akatiog oo
he movirs every wesiieed.

we could. kop:(ally, sit [n the bakony!

Most of ur wure dressed alike. We wore Levis,

collecting rieads

They bad 1o be frar Plotts Harness shop end we all
tisd oavy pea coats and wore wlite widr bt And
don’ forget the addlo cafordh or white bucka!
Sach almple Um they were and we anver vere
bored, All of thrso spectal evvazs did cost munty aad
wo carned carr woy by habeatiag, thorelag sasw,
moming bivms of srhutsver “odd” jots wo coakd find.
Mot of o gt senall dlgreronees (ren oul puivatle,
L those pllonasces had 1o be carned!
Jrn amusineg that we all got by withoat ocliphua
We d

Fee e, (1 was over 1 1l

towalk d o«
but It dident serm bing bevaase, again. we avee gath-
oring [rirnds as wo went. Oar (irst alop was Wiwoos
Hamdurger Stop and, then, oeat doot 1o Dictich’s
{9 @ milkskale. Thee. to the arrhy Thratre abere

Findlay,

Findlyy ey grovwe since Lhat thme and &' sad to
seo changm (o oar domniows. Dot Hesa the propie
here who coninue (0 survive, — ol Bouman,

ol with arver & worry shoat
our sofety. When we nere clder,
1 am sure cur purents had wise
MU Een SER0e WO WTTE Bu IR Carn
Homever. the cars nese tuill Gle
tanks then and rossoneddy sale,
bat parlung 10 3 dark alley lor o
Littlo srmooching might bo ancthrr
mates!

High schol and colbege gradas-
aticn fllvanl tho martiage o
ry blgh schiool sweetheas, Joha,
a week after be groadeated lrom
Fendley College (o 1961, A woek
Birr, be was in the Army Restrves
n Keetocky 07 alx maonthal

Wolived aad norked In Colars-
bay, 1adispepalis aud Chilllioothe,
bal. in 1966, we weve tramferted
back to Findlay suith Cooper. We
were botoe agsial We raiied two
som baro who are pow two fice
mm Wo awrded breeand thrtved
Dbeve (o the Lt 40 yoars and | wfll
never havo amy rogreta.

When yoo can have the woa-
detfal mematirs | heve of beingg s
“Findlay girl.” lie i lell of hapgd-
oese. Wit a turdy @itl! — Linda
Sayder Weaver, Findlap.

Visit C & S where you
ger quality service that
you can trust!

Your Eull
service Shop!

= = Tune-Ups

« Brakes

= Exhausts

» Oll Changes

* Radiator Service

= Transmission Service

C & S AUTO & TRUCK SERVICE =

FINDLAY

419-424-0666 g

334 E. SANDUSKY ST

Mon. Fri. 7:30 am

dental practice of

- ; -y [
DriMatthew Kettinger

ICrawford St.!

419-422-9034
slTues., Wed. 8:00 am-
'8:00 am-4:30 pm

[DTYEVansiand'his talented, experienced ream

—

5:00 prn

Jetirey A. Evans, D.DSS;

I‘ elebrating his 1 ,Yea
ersary after acqui?ing

T
Findlay.
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Ue'altradition of providing outstanding'

/4
7

industry.

Ay @
on
Com..utions

« In addition 1o the aluminum bevarage line, Ball Findlay has a sloal food can
line that produces cans primarily for the nutraceutical industry.

= The third product lino is the manufacture of dosures for the beverage

* The combined production outpul for the plant is over 19 biflion units making
Ball Findlay one of the larges! can and end plants in the world

« The Findlay plant has received numerous owards for its quality and service,
and .. »" rocanlly /a7 aamed a recipient of he H, David Hoover Sustainability

b s awai " | based on the concep! of the triple bollom line, being raled
wunmental Citi, sship, Community Involvement and Corporale

= Ball Corporation is a global manufacturer based in Denver, Colorado
and is rated number 297 in the 2012 Fortuno 500 rankings

The Findlay plant was the third of
Ball Corporation’s metal beverage
container plants, opening in 1973.

= The plant has two aluminum beverage can lines that produce 12 0z, 7.5 oz.,
ond 5.5 oz. beverage cans.

fovr 4

Congratulations Finalay on your 200!7") Anniversary!
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BICENTENNIAL

Growing up with a coal stove,
milk box & wringer washer

T was 8 years old when Mom
surprised me with my first bike!
Living in the west end of town, we
seemed to walk everywhere.

It really wasa't too far down-
town to the Kresge dime store,
A&P grocery, post office and the
three movie theaters. I could now
ride my new bike to Pearl’s and the
Phillips grocery when we
last-minute items.

My sister and I walked to the
Adams grade school, where we
had special teachers come in for
religious education, and music
classes, and recess, every day. We
wore dresses and saddle oxfords
in those days and, if someone was.
misbehaving, there were sent to
see the principal.

Talso walked to Donnell Junior
High after the city bus was discon-
tinued, a long trek in the winter
(and I was made to wear boots!)

On cold winter mornings, |
helped bring coal in from the coal
bin at the back of the garage. We
had a “Warm Morning” stove that
sat in the living room that heated
the entire house.

Before the morning, we put the
milk box out for delivery on the

front porch, That was our signal
for two quarts. “Shorty” had a
horse-drawn San-A-Pure Dairy
wagon that came through the
neighborhood each day.

Another delivery we looked
forward to was from George's
Bakery, but only on Saturdays, as
a special treat, a package of maple
twist cinammon rolls!

Mom taught us to bake and
cook on a cupboard, which was a
large piece of furniture with a por-
celain top that pulled out. There
was a flour bin behind a door on
the left side, room for sugar and
spices behind the middle “push
up” door, and dishes and glasses
went behind the door on the right.
The drawers were for towels and
dishcloths and another set of
double doors for pots and pans,
all conveniently in one place.

1 helped with laundry on Sat-
urdays, using a “wringer washer”
that we set up on the back,
enclosed porch. To dry clothes, we
hung them up on the clothesline in
the backyard.

Come spring each year, we
planted a garden at the end of our
lot. Of course, the children were

expected to weed and hoe and har-
vest the food! I helped Mom can
many jars of food for winter and
we stored them in the basement.

My sisters and I took turns
mowing the lawn. At that time,
we had only a “reel” mower.

Our neighbors had an unwrit-
ten code to watch out for each
others’ children. It was a time
when neighbors sat on their front
porches, waving as others walked
by. Mothers walked with baby
buggies, children skated and
played hop-scotch on the walks.

We had great times playing
kick the can or hide-and-seek
until it was dark. Of course, this
was after supper and chores and
homework was done!

Sundays were special when
Grandpa and Grandma picked us
up for church, then we'd go for a
drive and go to Dietsch’s for ice
cream!

1 don’t believe my sister and
1 ever missed a summer day of
riding our bikes to Riverside Park
for an afternoon of swimming! —
Kathleen G, Chambers, Findlay.

Back in the day in Findlay

My first memories of Findlay were of The Findlay
Motel, where we stayed when Dad was transferred
here with The Prudential. Besides the Holiday Inn,
it was the only place in town to stay.

Maybe you remember Dad. Was he your insurance
agent? He seemed to know everyone, and everyone,
it seemed, knew I was his daughter, back in the day
in Findlay.

Growing up on Cynthia Court in the mid-1960s,
carly *70s was filled with a sort of childhood magic
not found in the childhoods of today. Fond memories
of hot summer days “conjegating” under the Roth red
maple, playing basketball at Big Al's or baseball over
at Jacob's Field, climbing up and sliding down “the
ramp"” on the playground, or sitting inside the tunnel
chatting away, back in the day in Findlay.

We scoured the neighborhood for discarded pop
bottles and took them all the way down Crystal
Avenue to Griep’s Meat Market, cashing them in for
suckers, candy necklaces, Tootsie Rolls, and candy
cigarettes. You could get a lot of candy from a few of
those pop bottles, back in the day in Findlay.

(Griep's Market, located at 417 Crystal Ave., was
owned by Forest A, Griep from 1951 to 1969. It was
sold to Annabel Blunk in 1969. It closed in 1981. The
building, including a residence, is still standing and
is now a house. Source: Hancock County Historical
Museum.)

Cool summer nights playing hide-'n"-seek or
ghost-in-the-graveyard, stealing my first kiss from

the fellow down the street. We won't mention any
names, you know who you are, a secret it will stay,
back in the day in Findlay.

Summer days long gone, replaced by falling
leaves, midget football games with concessions that
included those candy cigarettes; punt, pass & kick
in the middle of the court. No need to worry about
cars, they will stop and wait for us to finish the play,
back in the day in Findlay.

Winter days soon came and the snow piled up high
and deep. Still we played outside, digging tunnels,
building forts and throwing snowballs at the enemy;
making angels in the snow, our cold cheeks aglow.
Remember the blizzard of '78? No electricity, and
snow covering John's yellow car in the driveway, you
couldn’t see the car or the driveway, back in the day
in Findlay.

Spring thaw, roller skating around and around the
court sidewalk, and the years went by. We left home
one by one. Timmy is with Jesus now, Ed drives for
UPS, Jim runs the Christian Book Store, and I haven't
seen Big Alin a long time, but I see his wife at church.

Robin Roth is a physical therapist at Ohio Ortho-
pedics Rehab and T haven't seen Danny in years.
Robin, Ranae, Rhonda and Rachelle still visit Ann
and Fred on Cynthia Court, and I visit with Cindy
in the old house at 712. Sometimes we reminisce
about back in the day in Findlay. — Terri Werling,
Findlay.

pummeled the Ohio Valley
and Great Lakes region.
Winds estimated at 50 to
70 mph whipped a heavy
snowfall into huge piles.
Many residents went
without power for days.
Some ended up stranded
at work, motorists on I-75
were stuck in their cars
help arrived (or, in
at least one case, left their
cars and waited the storm
out in a weigh station), and
anyone with a snowmobile or
all-terrain vehicle was asked
to drive doctors and other
personnel to the hospital. At
left, a Findlay woman poses
for a quick picture with her
dog after digging out of her
house.

Saturday trips memorable

Findlay, Ohio, was a favorite
place of mine. Still is.

Every Saturday night, when [
was a small child, we went to Find-
lay. We parked on Main Street.
The older people and parents did
a lot more visiting back in those
days. That was the thing to do,
window shopping and visiting.

Most people didn't have much
money but we ate well. Usually we
only had meat once a week. That
was on Sundays. Most people had
gardens and some chickens in
town. Of course, we country folks
raised hogs, sheep, cows and we
farmed with horses. Saturday
night was for grocery shopping,
also.

There were five of us children.
Bill and I were the youngest. We
loved to go to Patterson’s Depart-
ment Store and climb up and down
their open curved metal staircase,

And then there was the Boston
Department Store, At Christmas-
time, what a thrill it was to go to
the top floor and watch the electric
trains go around and around the
tracks. Of course, there were many
other toys, too. You could look but
didn’t touch.

Of course, the main attraction
was Santa Claus who always gave
you a treat, most likely a sucker.

Kirk's Grocery Warehouse had
a huge wooden slide to send boxes
down when they were going to

load trucks. It curved up the oppo-
site way to keep the boxes from
falling off. I tried it once. That was
enough.

There was a time when they
had pet parades in downtown
Findlay. Later, they were held at
the Hancock County Fairgrounds
on East Sandusky Street. Findlay
had other parades, too. A lot of
people turned out for them.

I attended Washington School
on North Main Street, just south of
that was Dietsch Bros. ice cream
store. What a treat to go down
there at noon. Now it's a treat to
go to their stores on West Main
Cross and Tiffin Avenue!

When | stayed at my grand-
mother and aunt’s home on East
Sandusky Street, it was fun to
watch the horse-drawn, enclosed
wagon deliver milk to people's
homes. It was from the San-A-
Pure Dairy.

There were huckster wagons
that delivered groceries in the
country. You were allowed to get
on the truck or wagon, as it was
called, to see if you wanted to buy
anything.

Two of my aunts started Rob-
inson’s Infant and Children’s
Wear on East Sandusky Street.
Later, they moved to a store on
South Main Street which also sold
Helena Rubinstein cosmetics.

Back in those days was the

beginning of WFIN. My Aunt
Mable Robinson was a well-
known singer in Findlay. She had
a 15-minute program, which she
did without compensation. After
her death, her sister Olive took
over. | also had the good fortune
of singing on one of the episodes.

One room at the radio station
had WFIN spelled out in huge
letters made with war savings
stamps. Back then, we gathered
milkweed pods and took them to
school. They were used to make
parachutes.

Robinson’s Infant and Chil-
dren’s Wear gave a style review on
WFIN at least once. The models
were babies and children who
came into their store, plus some
of us relatives.

There was a Farm Bureau
band. It practiced on East Lin-
coln Street. My brother and sisters
were in it. I got to tag along at the
back with a baton.

Riverside Park, the swimming
pool, and the skating rink were all
good memories.

Last but not least, I remember
my mother telling about the 1913
flood. They had chickens. They
and the chickens all had to move to
the second floor to survive, This
was at the same home I talked
about before on East Sandusky
Street. — Julia Wittenmyer
Wilson, McComb.

) H April 17, 1989 Findlay Inn & Conference Center GRAND OPENING
L9l We've got it... v
T~ :n‘n PARTS s
J]  wemn mE Traced back to 1929, Dick’s
o2 ! Auto Supply was originally
= owned by the August Family
3 for 40 years, specializing in
5 boats, cars, car parts and i
e auto salvage. - "
Impress Your Guests 2012 Amenities
In 1_968 Harold & Barp We are proud to offer upscale accomodations with a friendly and homelike
Main bought the business atmosphere where our staff looks forward to giving our guests exceptional,
: and for 30 years served professional and the most dedicated service possible.
A aa SupoL. lac the auto parts and auto With 80 deluxe guest rooms & suites as well as
salvage needs of the local nine different conference rooms, your guest will
. enjoy the following amenities: -
community. " 7 Do conaraed 4
. 4 and operated « 50% O Ay AopatzerGoupon %
Ow owned and operate * Free Scheduled Shuttle Service Within City Limits Brand New Bedding
by Harold and Barb's son, s e |
Dave and his wife Pam « Wireless Internet Connection
since 1998 they have * Work Station With Two Phone Lines
] oF P Phone
continued the tradition of iy oo
prOViding auto parts and * Smoking / Non-Smoking Room Options
. * Flat Screen TV w/Cinemax
supplies and that extra « Iron & Ironing Board
service that you won't find S
! at the big chain stores. * USA Today
* Business Center
* Ample & Secure Lighted Parking
. . * Valet Laundry Se E tive Boardroom
Prlde ln our . Re:iger:::urz Mi::\vl::ave in suites 21 -
T
> in Findlay
local history. —WL
n'BK s DOWNTOWN
....- ..-..-..... Awo su"LY
dla ostoriz T
- - - 200 East Main Cross « Findlay, OH 45840
4 4 486 4 4 800-825-1455 » 419422-5882 « wwnw fincayinn com
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Growing up with a coal stove,
milk box & wringer washer

T was 8 years old when Mom
surprised me with my first bike!
Living in the west end of town, we

to walk everywhere.

It really wasa't too far down-
lown to the Kresge dime store,
A&P grocery, post office and the
three movie theaters. [ could now
ride my new bike to Pearl’s and the
Phillips grocery when we needed
last-minute items.

My sister and | walked to the
Adams grade schoal, where we
had special teachers come in for
religious education, and music
classes, and recess, every day. We
wore dresses and saddie oxfords
thase days and, if someone was
misbehaving, there were sent to
see the principal.

1 als0 walked to Donnell Junior
High after the city bus was discon-
tinued, a long trek in the winter
(and | was made to wear boots!)

On cold winter mornings, |
helped bring coal in from the coal
bin at the back of the garage. We
had a “Warm Morning” stove that
sat in the living room that heated
the entire house

Before the morning, we put the
mitk box out for defivery on the

front porch. That was our signal
for two quarts, “Shorty” had a
horse-drawn San-A-Pure Dairy
wagon that came through the
ool h

each day.

Another delivery we looked
forward to was from George's
Bakery, but only on Saterdays, as
aspecial treat, & ;u-\hgt of maple
twist cinammon

Mom taught us ln bake and
cook on a cupboard, which was a
large piece of furniture with a por-
celain top that pulied out. There
was a flour bin behind 3 door on
lhr left udr roam for sugar and

went behind the door on the right
The drawers were for towels and
dishcloths and another set of
double doors for pots and pans,
all convendently in one place.

1 helped with laundry on Sat-
urdays, using 2 “wringer washer™
that we set up on the back,
enclased porch. To dry clothes, we
bung them up on the cothesline in
the backyard.

Come spring cach year, we

mted 2 garden ot the end of our

Of course, the children were

expected 10 weed and hoe and har-
vest the food! | helped Mom can
many jars of food for winter and
we stored them in the basement

My sisters and | took turas
mowing the lawn. At that time,
we had only 2 “reel” mower.

Our neighbors had an emwrit-
ten code 10 watch out for each
others’ children. It was 2 time
when neighbors sat on their front
parches, waving as others walked
by. Mothers walked with baby
buggies, children skated and
played hop-scotch on the walks.

We bad great times playing
kick the can or hide-and-seck
until it was dark. Of course, this
was after supper and chores and
homework was done!

Sundays were special when
Grandga and Grandma picked s
up for church, then wed go for
drive and go to Dictsch’s for ice
cream!

1 dont belicve my sister and
1 ever missed a summer day of
riding our bikes to Riverside Park
for an afternoon of swimming” —
Kathieen G. Chambers, Findiay.

Back in the day in Findlay

My first memories of Findkxy were of The Findlay

the fellow down the street. We wonl mention any

Motel, where we stayed when Dad was transferred
here with The Prudential. Besides the Holiday Inn,
it was the only place in town to stay.

Maybe you remember Dad. Was he your insurance
agent? He seemed 1o know everyone, and everyooe,
it scemed, knew I was his daughter, back in the day
in Findlay,

Growing up oa Cynthia Court in the mid-1960s,
carly ‘708 was filled with a sort of chi magic
not found in the childhoods of today. Fond memories
of hot summer days “conjegating” under the Roth red

, playing basketball st Big Al's or baseball over
at Jacob's Field, climbing up and stiding down “the
ramp” on the playground, or sitting i the tunnel
chatting away, back in the day in Findlay.

We scoured the neighborhood for discarded pop
hottles and took them all the way down Crystal
Avenue to Griep’s Meat Market, cashing them in for
suckers, candy necklaces, Tootsie Rolls, and candy
cigarettes, You could get a ot of candy from a few of
those pop bottles, back in the day in Findlay.

(Griep’s Market, located at 417 Crystal Ave., was
owned by Forest A. Griep from 1951 to 1969, It was
sold to Annabel Blunk in 1969, It closed in 1981 The
bmldmg including a residence, is still standing and
. Source: Hancock County Historical

Museum.)
Cool summer nights playing hide-'n"seek or
ghost-in-the-graveyard, stealing my first kiss from

names, you know who you are, a secret it will stay,
back in the day in Findlay

Summer days long gone, replaced by fallisg
Ieaves, midget foothall games with concessions that
included those candy cigareties; punt, pass & kick
in the middie of the court. No need to woery sbout
cars, they will stop and wait for us to finish the play,
back in the day in Findlay

Winter days soon came and the snow piled up high
and deep. Still we played cutside, digging tunnels,
building furts and throwing snowhalls t the enemy,
making angels in the snow, our cold checks aglow.
Remember the blizzard of ‘787 No electricity, and
smow covering Jobn's yellow car in the driveway, yoe
couldnt see the car of the driveway, back in the day
in Findlay.

Speing thaw, roller skating around and around the
court sidewalk, and the years went by. We left home
oot by one. Timmy i with Jesus now, E4 drives for
UPS, Jim runs the Christixn Book Store, and | bavent
scen Big Al in 2 loag time, but | see his wife at church.

Rdhnko(hnapbmallh#w:!(lmonb
pedics Rehab and T havent scen Danay in years.
Robin, Ranae, Rhonda and Rachelle still visit Aan
and Fred on Cynthia Court, and | visit with Cindy
in the old hoase at 712. Sometimes we reminisce
about back in the day in Findlay. — Torri Werfing.
Findiay.

were stuck in their cars
wuntil belp arvived (or, in

at least one case, left their
cars and waited the storm
out in a weigh station), and
anyome with a snowmobile or
all-terrain vehicle was asked
to drive doctors and other

Saturday trips memorable

Findlay, Ohio, was a favorite

was 2 semall chikd, we went to Fiad-
Ly, We parked on Main Street
The cider people and parents did
2 ot more vistiog back in those
days. That was the thing to do,
window shopping and visting.
Most people didat have moch
money bat we ate well. Usually we
oaly had meat once & week. That
was on Sendays. Most people had
gardens aod some chickens in
town. Of course, we country folks
raised hogs, sheep, cows and we
farmed with horses. Saturday
-.gu was for grocery shopping,

Thenmﬁwdlnch.iﬂrm
Bl and | were the youngest. We
oved 10 g0 1o Patterson’s Depart-
ment Stoce 2nd climb up and down
their open curved metal staircase.

And then there was the Boston
Department Store. At Christmas-
time, what 3 thrill it was to go to
the top fioor and watch the electric
trains go arvand and around the
tracks. Of course. there were mamy
other toys, toa. You could look but
didn touch.

Of course, the main attraction
was Santa Clags who always gave
you 3 treat, most hikely a suckes.

Kirk’s Grocery Warehouse had
2 buge wooden slide 10 send baxes
down when they were going to

Joad trucks. It curved up the oppo-
site way to keep the boxes from
falling oft. [ tried it once. That was
enough.

There was a time when they
had pet parades in downtown
Findiay. Later, they were hedd at
the Hancock County Fairgrounds
on East Sandusky Street. Findlay
had other parades, too. A lot of
people turned out for them.

1 attended Washington School
on North Muin Street, just south of
that was Dietsch Bros, ice cream
store. What a treat 1o go down
there at noon. Now it’s a treat to
£0 to their stores on Wtﬂ Main
Cross and Tiffin Avenue:

When | stayed at my grand-
mother and aunt’s home on East
Sandusky Street, it was fun to
watch the horse-drawn, enclosed
wagon deliver milk to people’s
bomes, It was from the San-A-
Pure Dairy.

There were huckster wagons
that delivered groceries in the
country. You were allowed to get
on the truck or wagon, as it was
called, 1o see if you wanted to buy
anything

“Two of my aunts started Rob-
inson’s Infant and Children's
Wear on East Sandusky Street.

Commt]
Back in those days was the

beginning of WFIN. My Aunt
Mable Robinson was a well-
known singer in Findlay, She had
a 15-minute program, which she
did withowt compensation. After
her death, her sister Olive took
over. | also had the good fortune
of singing on one of the episodes.

One room at the radio station
had WFIN spelled out in hage
letters made with war savings
stamps. Back then, we gathered
milkweed pods and took them to
school. They were used to make
parachutes,

Robinson’s Infant and Chil-
dren’s Wear gave a style review on
WFIN at least once. The models
were babies and children who
came into their store, ples some
of us relatives.

There was a Farm Bureau
band. It practiced on East Lin-
coln Street. My brother and sisters
were in it. I got to tag along at the
back with a batoa.

Riverside Park, the swimming
m and the skating rink were all

MEmOnes,

Last but pot Jeast. | remember
my mother telling about the 1913
flood. They had chickens, They
and the chickens all had to move to
the second floor to survive. This
was at the same home | talked
about before on East Sandusky
Street. — Julia Wittenmper
Wilson, McComb.
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Now owned and operated
by Harold and Barb's son,
Dave and his wife Pam
since 1998, they have
continued the tradition of
providing auto parts and
supplies and that extra
service that you won't find
o at the big chain stores.

Pride in our
local history.

' DICK S

...--.------.--- m smv

We've got it...

Traced back to 1929, Dick’s
Auto Supply was originally
owned by the August Family
for 40 years, specializing in
boats, cars, car parts and
auto salvage.

In 1968 Harold & Barb

Main bought the business
\ and for 30 years served
the auto parts and auto
salvage needs of the local
community.

* Com

& our staff

April 17, 1989 Findlay Inn & Conference Center GRAND OPENING

mpress Your Guests 2012 Amenities
We are ptoud to offer upscale accomodations with o friendly and homelike
looks forward fo giving our guests exceptional,
ptolemond ond the most dedicated service posslble.
Vﬁthwdeluertm&sunesnsweﬂns
nine different conference rooms, your guest will

enjoy the following ameniies

* Free YMCA pass

«E

y Defuxe C | Break
* 50% Off Any Appetizer Coupon

* Free Scnoduled Shuttie Service Wrthm City Limits

(when
* Full Menu Room Service till 10:00pm
* Wireless Internet Connection
* Work Station With Two Phone Lines

& Phone

* lron & lroning Board
* Hairdryer

* Coftee Pot

* USA Today

* Business Center

LAY

* Smoking / Non-Smoking Room Options
* Fiat Screen TV w/Cinemax

* Ampie & Secure Lighted Parking
* Valet Laundry Service
* Refrigerator & Microwave in suites

N

l DOWNTOWN .

408 Lo

200 East Main Cross « Finciay, OH 45840
B00-825-1455 + 4194225682 » wwew finciayinn com
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Findlay in 1940s and 1950s:
a Norman Rockwell painting

The fond memories of grow-
ing up in Findlay remain in
my thoughts, of a boyhood on
Blanchard Avenue where my
sister, Judy, and I grew up.

‘What a great time it was with
my pals. We played hockey and ice-
skated along Eagle Creek during
winter. Sometimes, we skated all
the way out to Camp Berry and,
during those warm summers, we
camped along Eagle Creek over-
night. With our homemade sling-
shots, we stalked big game in and
around the fairgrounds and seven
quarries.

‘We didn't bother anybody and
nobody bothered us. We never
heard of sexual predators or
molesters.

There were lots of mom-and-
pop stores in the area. Some had
large coolers with water and huge
chunks of ice. Those first swigs

of Dad’s Root Beer almost caused
your throat to seize up.

‘We rode our bikes everywhere.
Most of the time, we were at
Dietsch's, sipping shakes and play-
ing Buddy Holly on the jukebox.
And, guess what? When we left,
our bikes were still there,

Qur bikes were our only means
of getting around. If they broke
down, we tooled to Cussins &
Ferns on Sandusky Street and
did our own repair work. It never
occurred to lawyer-up and go after
the bicycle company.

It was at Donnell Junior High
that we became aware of girls. 1
recall those awkward moments at
the first sock hop at the YMCA,
waiting to be asked to dance at the
first ladies’ choice. The *50s music
was the greatest.., We never had
an after-dance drive-by. In Findlay,
we did the drive-in and it was all

“Sweet Little 16.”

When hamburgers sounded
good, we biked over to Wilson's, or
we went over to Broadway to play
pinball, while Black Slacks blasted
from the jukebox. And, when we
felt really brave, the Town House
was in order, of course, turning up
our collars and priming our duck-
tails before entering.

1 could go on and on about
Findlay’s movie houses or the
Green Mill and the Riverside pool,
but writer’s cramp is coming on.

Findlay in the '40s and the "50s
was as close to being in a Norman
Rockwell painting as one can get.
1 just wish that after I dot my last
period, a bowl of Tasty-Taters
would appear, along with an iced-
down Old Dutch, and the sound
of WFIN’s Joe Darrow counting
down the hits. — L. Michael
Midek, Arlington.

Growing up on Defiance Avenue

As a childhood resident of the
Defiance Avenue area in Findlay in
the "50s, my memories are of lazy,
hot summers and cold winter fun.

In the summer, the girls would
congregate on neighborhood
porches, gossip among them-
selves, and watch the cars go up
and down Defiance, or ride our
bicycles around the area.

If we were lucky enough to
have five or 10 cents, sometimes
obtained by cashing in glass pop
bottles at what I believe was called
the Tce House on North Main
Street next to the Bonded station,
we would walk to the North Side
Pharmnry where the Rite-Aid

and buy a large soda
sdassu( Coke for five or 10 cents.

The Swale, an area behind the
houses on the south side of Defi-

ance, filled with water from the
Blanchard River duing high-water
periods and provided us a place to
ice skate in the winter. The boys
played hockey and the girls prac-
ticed their figure-skating skills.
Sometimes, when we felt more
daring, the boys and girls both
would play crack the whip.

The boys built bonfires we sat
around to get warm and talk and
have fun.

Even more fun than ice skat-
ing was roller skating at the Green
Mill Garden (maybe because I met
my future husband there) and it
was not a seasonal activity.

Sometimes, we went to the
movies on the weekends at the
State, Royal or Harris theaters in
downtown Findlay.

Occasionally, we stopped at

Patterson’s Department Store
just to go up and down the circu-
lar stairs that graced the interior
of the building.

Life 50 or 60 years ago seemed
to be so easygoing compared to
today. It seems more children got
jobs in their early teens. Girls were
thrilled to be asked to babysit, and
boys would take whatever jobs
were available to make money.

My future husband worked
setting pins in a bowling alley
before the automated pinsetter
came along, and in a horse stable,
cleaning stalls, etc.

It would be nice to turn back
the hands of time to the days
of our youth when things were
simple and life was easygoing,
even without cellphones! — Rose
VanWormer, Mount Cory.

Deli links Findlay’s past, future

No end to change

As [ sit here in Afghanistan, I
see all these people and wonder,
“Where did they come from to
make them who they are today?”

Then, I think back where I
am from, and what it was like in
Findlay. | meet people here and
they ask where I am from and 1
tell them. And, surprisingly, I meet
people who have been to our town.
All the way in Afghanistan. And
it's neat.

The older generation remem-
bers when Tiffin Avenue was just a
large field, before all the stores and
such were there, or when Central
was the high school. Then, I think
to when | was younger. [ remem-
ber when there were 'S ACTOSS.
the street from Meijer znd when
we had a Hills and Kmart.

It’s just crazy to think how in
the last 30-plus years this city has
grown. And to think in another
100 years what this place will look
like. It will be unbelievable.

I think Findlay needs to ask
each generation to bring some
things in and bury a time capsule.
And in 80-plus years, they can dig
it up and remember where they
came from and what their small
town once was. — Jake Sherman,
Logar province, Afghani.

From Findlay Hardware in 1937

to

Findlay JMOfF Hardware in 1976...
We are the helpful place.

Corner of Front & Main Street
419-422-5852

HAPPY 200™!
“WE DO IT ALL"

Locally Owned & Operated
616 N. Blanchard St., Findlay « 419-422-1212
www.CarkoTire.com

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT *
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

At the YMCA there’s
plenty to do! Here's just a
few options...

For the Adults...
« Air conditioned Wellness Center
and Free Weight Room

ENJOY A
SUMMER OF

FUN!

For the Youth...

State Licensed Child Care

1 remember clearly, as a young girl, shopping in
downtown Findlay with my mother, especially during
the holidays. It was so festive with all the lights, ever-
green, and music playing from all the stores.

It seemed like a big city if you were a little girl
from Carey!

My favorite memory is shopping in Zieroff's for my
dad’s gifts. | must have been very young, as I could
barely see over the top of the display tables, but T
remember, vividly, the unique plaid linoleum floor.

Years later, in January 1989, I made a decision
to change careers and thought a deli would be fun.
After checking out many locations, I met with the
landlord at 513 S. Main St. At first sight, [ felt that
space was just too much.

It was a late snowy afternoon and many people
were just ending their workday and I remember
standing in the dimly-lit space while the landlord
searched for the lights. Watching all the people on the
street through the falling snow immediately brought
back the memories of my mother bringing my sisters
and me to Findlay to shop at Zieroff's.

All of a sudden, the lights came on and there it

was, sprawled out in front of me! From where I stood,
it looked like a huge, plaid football field.

Main Street Deli was created right there at that
moment! I didn't sleep that night. Instead, I wrote a
menu, drew the layout on graph paper, and designed a
logo! Main Street Deli opened in May 1989, 23 years
ago. | was able to keep my dream for six years and
sold it only because of a family illness,

Many people believed it would never make it, but
today it is considered part of Findlay's past and a vital
part of the future of downtown Findlay.

Needless to say, | am very proud of that little
deli! Elaine Bruggeman is the current owner and |
would like to thank her for keeping my dream alive,
along with all the patrons who kept coming back and
spreading the word.

Elaine, one of the best decisions I ever made was
hiring you. Little did we know that when you walked
out the front door and turned to me and said, “Some-
day, I'm going to own this place,” you actually would!
1 wish you many more years of continued success.
~ Hellen Wittenmyer, Findlay

Volleyball
« Personal Trainers

plus lots more!
* (PR classes

o Tennis Lessons
e Judo

* Indoor pools for laps & fun
* Water aerobic classes - Deep
Water; Low Impact; Water

* Aerobic classes for all ages &
levels - Including: Cross
Training; Cycling; Pilates,
Yoga, Zumba, Power Toning;
Seniors In Motion; Chair Yoga

* Bridge, Knitting & Quilting

* Racquetball Lessons

YMCA Summer Camps - YMCA &
City Camp

¢ Youth Swimming Lessons

e Teen Strength Training

* Kids Street Beat

e Preschool Activities & Camps:

Cheer Camp; Gymnastics Camp;
Princess Parade; YMCA Summer
Olympics & One Day Camps -
Dino Day; Super Hero Day; Let’s
Get Messy; Glamour Girls Tea

¢ T-Ball for Ages 4-5 & 6-7

« Tiny Tumblers & Tiny Tots &
Toddler Art Zone

¢ Racquetball Lessons

Tinker Bell Dance Academy; Little
Van Gogh Camp; Wee Chef Camp;

Courthouse waiting room appreciated

Among my memories of down-
town Findlay were the many
locally-owned businesses. There
were men’s and women's cloth-
ing stores, hardware stores, dime
stores, the first discount stores,
ice cream stores, restaurants, spe-
cialty stores and large department
stores.

Of course there was Marathon,
then known as the Ohio Oil Co.
The high school was downtown
(now Central Middle School)
and after school the kids would
gather at B&G Drugs or Galla-
gher's soda fountains, or perhaps
Dietscl’s, Islay’s, or Wilson's. The
movie theaters, the Harris, Royal
and Lyceum, were conveniently
located downtown as well.

But, what I really want to share
is my memory of one of the conve-
nient features of the courthouse.

As a young girl, the place
where I was often found was in
the sitting/waiting room located
on the south side of the building
with the entrance off what is now
the courthouse courtyard.

Since all of the shopping was
d then, the sh

Sometimes children, like
myself, were left there while their
mothers finished their shopping.
I remember being worried more
than once that no one would come
back and I would be left there for-
ever,

The room was large and rect-
angular with straight chairs lining
the walls and two rows of chairs,

would have to walk between stores
and carry their own packages.
They did not have shopping carts
or even cars to take their packages
to, since the majority of women
did not drive then. Therefore the
courthouse waiting room was a
convenient resting, meeting, and
socializing place.

back-to-back down through the
middle of the room. The facilities
and pay phone were in the hallway.

Of course, access to the court-
house was open and easy in past
years. The courthouse is where
many ladies would visit and wait
for their ride home. — Judy
Inman Richter, Findlay.

e Open Swims and Gyms for
adults & families

« But most of all a safe, fun,
healthy environment for ALL!
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Scholarships Available

“125 YEARS”

Tennis Lessons
Judo

Open Swims & Gyms
Riverside Pool

FREE Community Events: Healthy
Kids Day / June 29th / 2-7 pm at

Riverside Park

Findlay Family YMCA
300 E Lincoln Street

Findlay, OH 45840
419-422-4424

www f' ndlayymca org

Connanary
RN

PLUMBING, HEATING,
A/C SERVICES CO., LLC

10603 CR 99 * Findlay, Ohio 45840  Phone: 419-427-2012 * Fax: 419-427-0037
WE ALSO DO:
* DUCT CLEANING
* DRAIN CLEANING
* MAIN SEWER REPLACEMENT

FORVANINORAOUR]
B HEATING?
JANDYAYCINEEDS)

* BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE

* MAIN WATER LINE

* ANYTHING UNDERGROUND

* MAIN SEWER REPLACEMENT

3 NUR
s DON'T GET =
Free duct cleaining with a new furnace and a/c CAUGHT IN 7 v

$500.00 off any new a/c
$1000.00 off any new furnace and a/c 10 year parts and labor

&= TRANE
A/C Check $59.95 L — 4
*60 month same as cash upon approva al* www.siferds.com

THE HEAT!
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Findlay in 1940s and 1950s:
a Norman Rockwell painting

The foad memories of grow
Iog op o Findlay remain in
my thoeghts, of a baybood on
Blanchard Avenoe whero my
shster, Judy, and 1 grew up.

What 2 greal Ume it wae with
my pals. We pliyed hochey aad ke
shatod along Eagle Crock dutiog
winter, Semetime, we skated all
the way aul 1o Camp Besry and.
during thiose Warm wusninm, we
cammped aloag Eagle Creck over-
night. Wilh our bommrmade allog-
shwote, we atolked big game 0 and
around the Lullmuunguni 1even
quarie.

Wo didn bother ambody and
pobody bathered vs. We aever
heard ol sexual predators or
malealere.

Thero were lots of momand-
Ep stores (o 1he ama. Seme hud

coodero with watet and huge
chanks of ice, Those firal awigy

of Dasds Root Beer alawost cauned
your thioat Lo seire sp

We rods cur tdken everynbrre.
Most of the time, we were ol
Dietechin. -W shaken and
Ing Buddy y on the fule
And, gums what? When ne left,
out bikes weeo otil) there.

Ot bikes were cur only meany
of getting arvand, 1/ they broke
down, we teoled 10 Cussins &
Feros on Sasdmky Street and
did ouf vern tepair otk it never
orcurred Lo lamyernupand goalter
the bicycle comguiny.

1t was at Donnell Jonkar 1ligh
st e devame awaro of girls. 1
recall thae auhvnd memmin ol
the (irst wock hop at the YMCA,
aalting to b atked to danco al the
frst lacdien’ chedee. The 508 masie
was the groatest—. We prves had
ap after-dange drive-by. In Fiamflyy,
wo did the drivevia and It wesall

“Saevet Little 167

Whaea bambargern saanded
good. wee biked over 10 Wikina's, o1
we nent cver (o Broadway Lo play
pistall, while Rleck Siacks blasted
frum the julsbax. And, whi we
felt eenlly brave, the Tomn fouso
was 0 ordir, of course, turming o
out collarn and priming our ducke
Lails befare entering.

1 could go on and on about
Findlay’s movio hoases o7 the
Grown Mill 204 the Riverside pool,
bat writes’s cramp is coming on,

Firsllay |a the 405 and the '50s
was pa chose ta deing In 0 Norman
Racivweil puinting as one can get.
1 joat wrish (hat after | dot my lant
pertod, o bowl of TastyTatern
wuuld appror, along with ao oed
domn Od Dotehs, and the sound
of WFINS Joo Darrowr counting
down the hits. — L. Michael
Midek, Aritngton,

Growing up on Defiance Avenue

As o childbood resddent of the
Defiance Averms ares in Findlay in
Lhe “S0u, 2y mrmories aro of Lagy,
b sermmres sond cold winter fun

15 the sammer, the girks nould
congregale on oelfhbothond
porches, gomip amoag them-
sedves, and watch the cars o up
asd demn Dellance. or tido cur
bicyckn sround the arma.

If we were locky eaoagh o
have fhe or 10 cents, sometimes
obtained by cahiog o glaw
botthen o1 bt | belbevo eras called
the lce Hoaso an North Maio
Street nrat 1o (he Borded atation,
wo noald walk to the Narth Side
Pharmacy, where the Rite-Ald
oo stands, and buy o luge soda
dase of Cabe tor five o 10 conts,

The Swale, an area beliesd Lhe
bosnen an the wouth side of Defi

ance. filled with snter from the
Manchard River duing highaater
periods and primvided aa a place to
few akate (n the winter. The boys
playwd bochey and the rlrls prac-
teced their figoreakating shills.
Somctlmes, when we [t mare
daring, the boys and gitls both
would play crock the mlip

The by baailt bonfires wo sat
nreund o get wurm and talk and
have fan,

Even more fun thao lce skat
ing wan rolles shatiag al the Groen
Mill Gardra (maybo breaae | met
oy fature hatund theee) and Ut
Was oot 3 tearonal activity.

Sometimes, v weat 1o the
moviea oa Lhe weekeads ot the
State. Rayol or Hasets theaters in
doantaan Flodlyy,

Occatianally, we Mopped at

Pattemson’s Departmeal Store
Just to o up and denn the circss
Lar stairs that graced the intertor
of the buiMing,

Lite 50 or 60 yrars ago sovmoed
to be w canyoing cumpured o
Lexkey. 11 seemns mote childen got
ot ka their corly tocas. Girls were
thrilied to be asked (o badryalt, and
boya weald take whatower jobn
were avallatde to made moncy,

My future hoband worked
setting plos o o bowling alley
before the automated pimsetier
came aloi. and In o bore stable,
cleuaing stally, et

1 woald be nice (o turn back
the hands of thme 1o the days
of our youih when things were
slmple and life wan canguing,
cven withxan cellpbonm! — Kose
VanHormer, Moun! Cory

Deli links Findlay’s past, future

No end to change

Aa [ 4l bere in Adghaaistan, |
seo all thete proplo and wonder,
“Where did 1hry come [rom (o
make thrm who they aro today?”

Theo, | think back where |
am from. aod what it wan like in
Flodlay, 1 meet progle bete and
they ask whbere r:m {rom and |
tell thewn. And. sarprisingly. | meet
peopde o have boen to out tonn.
All the way | Afghenistan. And
it's rat,

The older peneration comem-
bern nbn Tilln Avenoe won just 3
Lange field. bedore all the storea oed
wich were three, o7 when Centeal
wos the high schaol. Thm, | (hiak
to whea | wus you 2 | rememe
ber whra thire nere. 1 L1V
the sireet from Meijer and uhen
wo had o Hills and Kenart.

1t's vt cvauy to thiak bm in
the Last 30-planyvara thie city has
grown, And to think ia apother
100 yroro what this plece will look
(ke [t will be enbelievable,

1 think Findlay needs to aak
cuch generallon to biing same
(hings in and bary 2 time capsube.
And in B0 phas years, they caa dig
it up aoil remember whiro
came (run and whal their semal)
;m-u anre was. — Jabe Sherman,
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From Findlay Hardware in 1957

to
Findlay JMOfF Hardware in 1976...
We are the helplul place.

Comer of Front & Main Street
419-422-5852

HAPPY 200™!
“WE DO IT ALL"

Locally Owned & Operated
616 N. Blanchard St., Findlay » 419-422-1212
www.CarkoTire.com

Lagar province, Afigh

FOR HEALTHY UVING

fow options...

For the Adults...

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ©
FOR SOOAL RESPORSIBIUTY

At the YMCA there’s
plenty to do! Here's just a

= Air conditioned Wellness Center

ENJOY A
SUMMER OF
FUN!

For the Youth...
State Ucensed Child Care

1 remember daarly, ae 2 yoamg girl. shopping in
downtoun Fisslyy with oy mother, cpecially during
the holidayw, [t wos 20 featnw mith all the lights, ever-
frroen. and mule playing from afl the stores.

11 eremned ko o big oty if yoo were a little glrl
{rom Carcy!

My Lovarito mrmery b shopping in Ziecol for oy
dads glhs | ane buve been wry yuuag, as | could
barely see over the top of the disphay tabden, but 1
remeenbiee, vivielly, (he wivicgue plald Heobeuen Ooor.

Yeurs ater, in Jarury 1989, | made o dechaion
to change carorsn and theught o dell nould be lun.
After cheching oat many focatioay. | mrt with the
Landiord at 513 5. Main S AS tirsd sight, | fell tha
pace o just 160 mah.

1t wun o Late anenvy ollerncon and auny
weie just endiag their workday and 1 remn
sonding i the ditnlplil spaco while the Lindbord
searchrd for the lightn Watching all the people oo the
strees thruegh the talliag snow moedinely browght
hack thr mrmeries of my mother Wwinging my sisters.
aed me to Flodlay to shep st Zierofls.

Al of o suddm. tho lighte came on ond thrre it

wa, spranled out Io (roat of mel From abere [stood,
it looked like a bugy, plaid foctball firid.

Main Steet Dol was created right theee of (hat
amenrat! | dida) sheep that ajght. lnsteud,  wmton
men. drew the Liyost oo graph paper, aad deslgnid o
logo! Main Stroct Deli opened o May 1989, 2 yoor
ago. 1 was abie 10 keep iy dream o7 elx yvors and
wold 11 unly becaae of s Ly (Hnes.

Many peoplo believed It wuald sever tke it bot
today it ts comidered t{;w‘ of Hnﬂn » mu and avita)
puast of the future of nicmo Fi

Needleaa to say. | am very pm:nd ol that latke
deli] Elalae Broggeman is the current onner and |
woald lihe w thank brr lor keeping my droam alhw,
along with afl the patrons who dept coming bach and
sproading the word.

Elakos, van of 1he bent deciakons | ever oude wax
hiting yoa. Little did we hacre that wheo yoo wolled
out the (rual door and taroed 1o me and sald, “Some
day, P oteg to omn this plece.” you sctually noold!
1 wish you ensny mote yoare of coatioed socoras.
o Hellen Willsneagyr, Findlap

Courthouse waiting room appreciated

and Free Weight Room
Indoor pools for laps 8 fun
Water aerobic classes - Deep
Water; Low [mpact; Water
Volleybal!

Personal Tralners

Awsobic classes for all ages &
levels - Including: Cross
Training; Cycling; Pilotes,
Yoga, Zumba, Power Toning;
Seniors In Motton; Chair Yoga
plus lots morel

Bridge, Knitting 8 Quilting
CPR classes

Racquetbafl Lessons

Tennis Lessons

Judo

Open Swims and Gyms for
adults & families

But most of all a safe, fun,

*  YMCA Summer Camps - YMCA &
City Camp

* Youth Swimming Lessons

* Teen Strength Training

« Kids Street Beat

« Proschaol Activitios & Camps:
Tinker Bell Dance Acadomy; Little
Van Gogh Camp; Wee Chef Camp;
Cheer Camp; Gymnastics Camp;
Princess Parade; YMCA Summer
Otympics & One Day Camps -
Dino Day; Super Hero Day, Let’s
Get Messy; Glamour Girls Tea

* T-Bab for Ages 4-5 & 6-7

* Tiny Tumblers & Tiny Tots 8
Toddler Art Zone

« Rocquetbal Lessons

* Tennis Lessons

* Judo

« Open Swims 8 Gyms

Among my memotion of don .
town Findlay wese the many
localtp oennd busiomses. Thero
were min’d and wunen's cloth.
lag stores, hardwaro stores, dime
sores, the first discount stores,
lee erram alores, tnlnnnl:u. e

But, what | reafly want 1o share
s my ey of ope of the conve-
nirnt fratutea of the courthcme.

Ao o young girl. the place
where | was oftea lound was in
the sittiog/walling reom located
oa the saath atde of the buihding

of [ uhat s oo

calty 4 large diep with the
Mosen. the courthame coartyunt.
Ot course there was Marathon,

thm hooan ar the Oblo 01l Co.
The bigh schoal was downtean
(now Ccnlml Middle Schuol)
and after achiool the bids would
father at N&G Drugs or Gallz.
(gher's soda lontaim. or pertugn
Dietach', lakays, or Wilsann, The
movie Uhraters, the Harrbs, Royal
and Lycrom, were comvwalenlly
located downtown as well

Sioce oll of the shopping was
downtown then, the shoppern
woukd have to walk betoven stores
and carry their oan packages.
Thiey did not have shopping carts
or even carn (0 Lake their pachagon
Lo, slove the mapoily ol wunem
did not drive then. Threefore the
coutthoune woillog reum wos 3
coovenien realing, ccetiag, and
sochalizing place.

Sometimes childion, like
tryvell, nere kel thero nibile thes
motbern finibed thrir
| remmber being wortled more
thie ance thal 0o cae woukd come
back and T would bo kelt tsrre fors
ovrn

The toom was large and rect-
angular with straight chairu lnlng
the wally and two o of chalrs,
baci-to-back down thiough the
midddlo of the roan. The taeilRies
aed pay phoan uere in the allomy,

Of ecarse, acaess to the court:
heute was open and covy (o past
yeare. The courtbouse ls where
many Lidies woald visll ond won
for their ride hame. — Judp
Iaman Richter, Findlay.

healthy environment for ALL

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION! o

Seholarships Avallable

* Riverside Pool
FREE Community Events: Healthy
Kids Day / June 28th / Z2-7 pm at
Riverside Park

Findlay Family YMCA
300 E Lincoln Street
Findlay, OH 45840
419-422-4424
www.,!indlayymcn.org

[e——

PLUMBING, HEATING,
A/C SERVICES CO., LLC

10803 CR 99 * Findlay, Ohio 45840 « Phone: 419-427-2012  Fax: 419-427-0037
WE ALSO DO:
* DUCT CLEANING
* DRAIN CLEANING

PIUBINGYHEATIN
JANDYA'CINEEDS]

« BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

* MAIN WATER LINE

* MAIN SEWER REPLACEMENT * ANYTHING UNDERGROUND
* MAIN SEWER REPLACEMENT

DON'T GET = /Lf

1une Cor'pon Specials 2
\\\

© duct ¢l 2i~ing with a new lurnace and a/c
--«00 off any. ‘w alc
1000.00 off any nv .v furnace and a/c 10 yoar parts and labor
AJC Chock $59.95

*60 month same as cash lmnn npﬁm\'nl'
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CAUGHT IN
THE HEATI

waww.siferds.com
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Church-building
ob brought her
amily to Findlay

What brought my family, the
harles and Virginia Parkinses, to
ndlay in the early 1950s was our
ud’s job at the First Presbyterian
hurch on South Main Street.

Our dad, Charles Parkins, was
reman, in charge of the men on
¢ job. He worked for Hasler Con-
ruction out of Tiffin.

My brothers and sisters and [
ent a lot of time at the church
hen it was being put up, from
ound floor to the finish. It's a
ost beautiful church and we have
lot of memories of the church.

The family is very proud of my
ther, Charles Parkins, and the
en who worked under him, for
ving such a great job. He spent
ng hours on the First Presbyte-
an Church job on South Main
reet and it was worth it. — Mary
arkins Breitigan, Findlay.

‘rom park worker
) commissioner

When I was 12 years old, I
orked for Mrs. George Lytle at
iverside Park. She had a stand
here we sold trinkets with “Riv-
side Park — Findlay, Ohio” on
em. I worked until I was 14 years
d. It was a fun time for me,

From 1987 to 1993, I was the
cond woman on the Findlay
ity Council. From 1993 to 2005,
was the first woman elected asa

At one time, shoppers
didn’t leave downtown

1was born in Findlay, and have
been a resident in Hancock County
all my life, My parents lived on
Trenton Avenue when I was born
in 1956, My grandparents lived
behind us on Madison Avenue and
my aunt and uncle lived around the
corner on Main Street. My dad,
Walter, had a heating and roofing
business at the rear of Madison.

1 remember as a child my sis-
ters and I would go to the shop
and our grandpa Roy would help
us make sheet metal bracelets
and crosses from the sheet metal
scraps.

My family later moved to
Shinkle Street. I remember going
to kindergarten at Adams School.
The highlight of kindergarten was
getting to take a nap on a cool plas-
tic mat. Another activity was to
travel down the alleys and go to
Pearl’s, a little carryout where we
would buy penny candy. My sisters
and I would have 5 cents each to
spend on whatever kind of candy
we wanted.

Shinkle Street had a lot of
families with children our age. We
would play hide ‘n’ seek, flashlight,
tag, or any other game we could
dream up. After we were finished
playing, we would listen for the
music of the ice cream truck to
come down the street. We would
be allowed to get ice

unty ¢ . I never lost
1 election.

1 was the only person who had
rved on City Council and as a
unty commissioner. — Virginia
 Clymer, Findlay.

cream. My favorite was the Push
Up, orange ice cream on a stick.
Dietsch's ice cream store was
another place my dad would take
us for a special day out. He enjoyed

his ice cream. Even with all the
varieties they offered, T would
always get an orange sherbet cone.

Back in the '60s, there weren't
many “fast food” places to eat in
Findlay. One of the family favor-
ites was Wilson's. A hamburger
with ketchup and a malt, that
was the greatest. Another place
was the White House hamburger
shop on North Main Street. There
were six of us in the family and
you could get six hamburgers for
a dollar. What a deal.

On a Saturday afternoon, we
could go to the movies downtown.
There were three movies theaters
on Main Street: the State, Royal,
and the Harris. We could watch a
movie for 75 cents. I remember the
first Walt Disney movie I saw. It
was “Mary Poppins.” To this day,
it is still my favorite movie. It was
something special to see it come
to life on the big screen.

Shopping downtown was a
weekly event. We would go to
Woolworth's and look at all the
toys they had, get some meat for
supper from the butcher shop, and
look at the fancy hats next door.

At one time, you could do all
your shopping downtown: shoes at
Fenstermakers, clothes at JC Pen-
ney’s. | always thought it was fun
to ride the elevator at Patterson's.
You walked in and told the eleva-
tor operator what floor and then
you were going. It also amazed me
to watch the clerks put papers and
money in tubes and off they went
to return a few minutes later.

When we were shopping, it
never failed that someone had
to use the restroom. The closest
restroom was in the courthouse.
You would use the side door and
walk into the restroom that always
smelled like Pine-Sol. I thought it
had to be the cleanest restroom
around because of the smell.

Once in a while, we would go
to the shopping mall. It was on the
other side of town so we didn't
shop there as often as downtown,
When | was growing up, it was an
outside mall. It was nice but you
walked outside to get from one
store to another.

I remember the sesquicenten-
nial in 1962. My mom, Theresa,
made my three sisters and me all
long dresses and bonnets to wear
for the celebration. I participated
in the longest-hair contest and
came in second.

We all had fun coming together
as a community to celebrate the
sesquicentennial. It’s hard to
believe 50 years have gone by. My
family and [ plan to celebrate the
bicentennial, especially the parade
on June 14, Flag Day.

Flag Day was my dad's birth-
day and he always told us that the
city put up the flags to celebrate
his birthday. As kids, we always
believed him. Those were special
times and as | showed family and
friends my story they had fond
memories of growing up in Find-
lay, Ohio, Flag City. — Margaret
Smith Stine, Findlay.

Industrial park development significant

Friends Service Co. Inc,, doing business
, Friends Business Source, came to Findlay
1991 because of its obvious opportunity in
cation, being right-off I-75, and its people,
ho represent everything from small business
terprises to Fortune 500 companies.

At the time, we purchased a former office
ipply and copier company which had 50 years
stability in the community and took on the
ajority of their employees, which helped us
main knowledgeable of the area and grow
pidly. We soon headquartered ourselves here.

The biggest area of growth and prosperity I
e observed in Findlay has been the opening
d development of the industrial park located
10ss the street from us on Bright Road. The
‘ople, technology and business they have pro-

duced and provided have been an outstanding
asset to the growth of our area.

In my opinion, what will continue to help
Findlay thrive is the fact that we, as a commu-
nity, seem to be re-establishing our organiza-
tions to work on attracting businesses here. |
think the community is becoming more confi-
dent in new leadership, as well.

Two Fortune 500 companies, several indus-
trial international organizations, and the
continued focus on local, small businesses is
exceptional in what is often considered as the
small town of Findlay, Ohio.

I feel we need to work on attracting new
talent and always seek out new partisans, simi-
lar to the way a business does with its employ-
ees and clientele. If we stop, simple attrition

will be our demise as a civic entity.

Finally, some continued focus on programs
to assist and build entrepreneurs of tomorrow
will be essential in our consistent growth.

Utilizing the great institution of the Univer-
sity of Findlay would do us well, too,

The university, for example, has the per-
sonnel, structure and new talent we will need
in order to progress in the next five, 10, 15,
or even 200 years. We, at Friends Business
Source, have already taken part in giving
back to the university and realizing the great
wealth of knowledge and talent they can offer
our Findlay, Ohio.

Here's to another 200 years! —
eder, Findlay.

Ken Schro-

Appreciated what they had

My dad was one of four sons born to David and Rosa Brown, and
lived on West Front Street in Findlay. Our grandfather was killed in a
motorcycle accident when the boys, George, Dave, Ralph and Roy, were
2, 4,6 and 8 years of age. Grandma Rosie was a cook at Salsbury’s, and
then the Palm Steak House on West Main Cross Street, east of Dietsch's.
They lived directly behind Dietsch’s ice cream store, and just east of
the train depot.

When we would visit, | liked to sit outside when the trains arrived
and imagine all the places the passengers were coming from and going
to. How exciting to travel anywhere!

We would visit every week, because our Grandma had running water
where Mom would do laundry, and we could take a hot bath. Since we
lived in a converted barn near Houcktown, there was only a well, and
water had to be pumped and heated. What luxury to have hot, running
water!

Every Saturday, my brother and I would go to a movie at the Harris
Theater, then stop back at Dietsch’s for a huge ice cream cone for the
large sum of 5 cents. I loved Saturdays!

Since Dad worked at Cooper, every year we got to go to Cooper Day
at Riverside Park, and ride all the rides. Of course, by standards now,
it was absolutely nothing, but back then, it looked like the best place in
the world! And the best of all was the taffy in the concession stand. |
don't think there's ever been better!

World War 1T was really hard on our parents’ generation, for so many
reasons, but it made that generation and the next appreciate what we
did have, and the simple things we had in life. — Lois Brown Allion,
Bloomdale.

Surprise storm arrived in 1966

Findlay’s downtown retail stores were open on Saturday nights only.
In the early 1950s, my friend’s parents would go shopping at that time.
Frequently, Sue would invite us to go swimming with her at Riverside
Park on warm summer nights while her parents shopped.

During the time of Findlay’s sesquicentennial celebration, my hus-
band and | were married. Our vocalist lived out of town so, while here,
she was able to join us in the festivities.

We all enjoyed the of the grand | pag-
eant. It was reported that about 600 people pamnpaml and nearl)
70,000 attended this gala event.

Our area received a big, wet snowfall on Nov. 3, 1966. Many people
were unable to get home from work, including my husband, because of
the severity of this surprise storm. My uncle remarked he had never
shoveled so many leaves and snow at the same time!

It was reported on the radio that grocery stores would open for a few
hours on Sunday, since we had been buried in snow since Thursday. At
that time, “blue laws” were in effect and only emergency services oper-
ated on Sunday. — Diane Knight Schaller, rural Findlay.

Favorite spots, favorite memories

The most amazing time of my life was from the time I was a little girl
and I would come to Findlay and stay with my beloved aunt. She lived
on West Hardin Street and within a few blocks of downtown Findlay.

My cousin and I would walk downtown and spend the whole day
looking into the store windows and, before we would go home, we always
had a soda at the counter of the dime store on Main Street. We loved to
go into Patterson’s Department Store and try on all the pretty dresses.

1 even bought a prom dress there and, in my senior year, went to the
Findlay High School prom with a beau from Findlay.

absolute most exciting time was when my aunt would take us
to the park for a picnic and we would ride all the rides there. I loved
the beautiful carousel and the dodg'em cars.

Findlay has always held a special place in my heart. We have raised
our children here and now our grandchildren live here, too. Our favorite
place to take the grandchildren is Dietsch’s ice cream parlor, just as it
was my favorite many years ago!

This wonderful town has many, many wonderful memories for me.
— Karon Makrancy, Findlay.

FINDLAY
PEDIATRIC
DENTISTS INC

A Great

SMILE

will pay
dividends
for a lifetime!

A Tradition of Delivering Excellence!

Vern Garner  419-422-5742

ate
icing the Midwest, East, Southeast

Jean Garner

wear a properly fitted mouthguard for all contacts sports

JACKSON E. WINTERS, D.D.S

Established and Serving Children’s Dental Needs Since 1980
200 LIMA AVE., FINDLAY OHIO 45840
41994222051 800+466°KIDS
FAX 4194225069

www.garnertrucking.com

P.O. Box 1506, CR 313, Findlay, OH 45839
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hurch-building
ob brought her
amily lo Findlay

What beought my lamily, the
harhes el Vigginis Parluen, to
mdlay In tho carly 19508 was car
s job at the First Prosdyterian
herch on Seath Main Street,

Ouz dad, Chuaries Paskim, nay
cenan, ln charge of the owo oo
o job 1o woskad fo? Hasbee Can-
rection out of Tilfin.

My brothers and sistern and |
xul @ lot of Ume o the clnrch
bew [t wae being pu ur {rom
wund Oout (o the Goih. It's &
et brasstifel church and wo have
bt of myrmar ies of the chuech.

Tho Laaily bs very prosd of my
ther, Charden Pariim, and the
0 who worked uodee bir, foo

such o great jed Ho sprmt
ng bsars oo the First Presbryte
an Church job on South Mala
7o¢t and it wor wosth it — Marp
srbins Brotigun, Findloy.

rom park worker
D commissioner

Wheo [ was 12 years old. [
wmked for M Grarge Lytie at
iverside Park. Sbe had o stand
brre wo sald teinkets with “Riv
wide Park — Findlay, Ohéo™ on
n. | worked eatl) D was 3 years
d. It was a fon Ume for me.

From 1887 to 1690, [ was the
cund woman on the Findlay
ity Counsil. Fram 1993 1o 2005,
aas Lhe first weman chected asa

At one time, shoppers
didn’t leave downtown

Iwan boro i Findliy. and have
been o teatdem (a Hancock County
ail my lde. My parents lhwd on
Treston Avewwe whan | was bosn
n 1956, My grandparents lived
betrirnd o on Madisan Aven and
11y aesed 20d ancte lned znased the
corner ca Maln Street. My dad,
Walier, hud 3 brating ace! roofiag
bessinren 01 the rear of Madhoo

1 remaninbeer a3 o chiM oy ads-
ters and | would go to the shop
and wur grood Roy would bip
ut mako aheet mrisl brocelets
and crossen [rom the thret metal
tcrapn.

My Gmily Later moved to
Shinkle Street. | resrader guing
to kindergarten al Adsrm School
The kighlighe of hindergaien was
Retiing to take o tup oo o cool plas-
the mat. Apother activity was o
Leavel down the alléys ond go to
Peasla, 3 little carrycest abro oo
ol buy prory candy, My shitere
ansd | nuald bave S crats cach to
sprad on whaterer kind of candy
we nanted.

Shinkle Street bad a Iot of
Lanilirs with chibdsen ous age. We
ook play hide " seels Mashlighe.
Qg or any other guse wo could
droam ap. After no mvre finished
playing. we would liten for the
musie of the iar cream truch 1o
cotme dono the street. We woandd
be allomed (o gt ico

wy J prver loat
) edeciion.
[ wons the oaly prrson uho bad

rved o City Coanzil snd as o
wnty commissnee, — Vinginio

croun. My worite was (he Pah

Up, oroage o crvem on a atick.
Dirtechin koo crvom store was

apotbtr place my dad would take

his koo croum. Even with ol the
waricties they ollered, | wontd
alwnys ges 00 orengy sherbet cone.
Bach i the 60y, thrre werenl
many “tast tood” placen to et in
Finiflsy. Ooe of the Ladly Lavors
ites wos Wilsoo's, A hassburger
with krtchup ond o mall, tha
uos the greateot. Avotbre place
uos the White Home hamdarges
bep oo North Main Street. Thire
wero aiz of us io the Lmily and
you could get six bemsbergers (o
2 dedlar. What o deal
O 5 Saterdyy alteroma. we
cuald po 1o the mevim dosnicon.
There were thice movien thraters
oo Main Steret: the Siate, Royal
and the Hasrns. We conld motch o
e kea 75 oot | romeesee the
first Waht Disory movee | s It
wos “Mary Poppems.” To this day,
2 t2 02iD) ey tovustite owmie. B was
romurthiag spreeial (o we @ cosn
10 lide oo the big noreen:
Shopping downtown was o
weekly cvwwal We wuald go to
Woalwortl's ané look at all the
tayy they had, gt some vt for
seppe? (roan the butcder shop, and
loak at the fancy bats neat door.
At ope time, yoo corkd do oll
yurz shogping donnloun thoro al
Feastesmaken, ciothes a2 JC Pen-
oy | alaoys thowghe & was oo
to ride the cirvator a1 Patierecn’s.
You wallzd io and toid the elova.
tor oprrator what foor aed then
yoo uvre goiag It alo sawmsed me
1o watch the chrrks g paprers and
@y (0 tebro 06d off they went

When we were shogplag. it
orwr filnd 1hal somsone had
1o mee the reatroom. The closent
restroan was o the coartbouse.
You woeld ow the aiho doar and
unik it the restroom that ahssys
wrndied (e Piee-Scl | thesgh it
bad 1o be the draaest reatroom
sroand bocanye of the smefl

Onre ia 2 uhile, we vk o
10 the ebyopping caall. 1t was oo the
other side of tenn so we didal
shep Ure as often as donotoRn.,
Wam | wos growing o # waran
catside mall. It nos aice bt you
wollrd cutside to get [rom one
sege to amther,

1 rvomanber the seiquicmtin:
ol (o 1962 My mom. Theresa,
cunde ary three wistern and mo all
loag dreases atad bunmnts to avar
for the cedebyatyn. | participated
In the loagrot-dalr contest and
came i

W af hud fon comiag together
48 a comemunily to cclrbrate the
sesquicesteasial. It's hard to
befrve 30 yrars havo guee by. My
Laemedy amad | gizn to codetmate the
bloeasrantal cspechaliy the parade
0 Joue 3. Flag Day.

Flag Day was iy dadn birth.
dsp and be sluayw 103 os that the
city put up the lags to celebrate
bis Mrthday. As hids, we always
bridawed bitn. Thowe wore special
tizmen ard as | shoaed tamily and
Irsreds ary story they ded fond
mretusten of grwing op (0 Flad:
Ly, Obite, Rag City. — Mangere?

. (ymer, Findlay,

us fat & specia] day ot He ecpoyed

to return a frw ainxim bier

Sraith Srene, Findlap.

Industrial park development significant

Fricods Service Co. Inc.. dolag baineas
 Friemibs Business Scuroe, caree to Findlay
1991 because of its obiiow tunily in
catle. being right-oll 1-75. and its prople,
ko reprosent cveryihiog trom small bunioeas
Werprises to Fortune 500 comgunien.

At the tine, we puschssed 2 farmre offio
ety and copdie comuay sbich hud 50 years
‘stability o the conzmmily and took on the
agority of their employees. which heij
wain hlmnhlh’mh\e al I.bt- arva A

wow

dooed 10d provided huve been an oztstanding
asset 1o the groath of cus arve.

1a my opiniea. what wll continee o bdp
Fiadlsy thrrve i tho Lict that we, ab & s
ity seerm to be reestatdishing car arganiea-
tons 10 work co attracting tarases beve. |
thiak the comemnity Is breaming more confi-
drat {0 oo Jeaderehin, as well.

Twu Fosnuee S00 comgunien, several bdes.
trial ipternational orgeaizations. and the
coatinoed lorus on local. snsl) basinmees s

pidly. W

'lhrbta:nnu arvs of growth and prowperity |
e otmeryed in Fisefley has been the opmtag
30 devvloprrm of the induatrial pask located
vosa Lhe atreet (rom e oo Brgght Road. The
ople, Lechnology snd bunrms they havo pro-

{0 mtut is altem manidared as the
small to o of Finddlay, O,

1 feel we ooed Lo wotk oo attracling oew
akrnt and alawyy senl: oot nre partiseas, wmi
Lar 1o the way 8 bustiros dors with e congdoy-
cew ard climtele, 1 ov stop sizmple anrtion

wuill be cur demite a3 o civie entity.

Finally, tome contimrd focur oo programs
to amist and build eotreprenrem of tumsoTow
will bo esaential s our comdstent growth.

Rifiring the grent invitution of the Usher
sity of Findlay weald do as aeil too.

Toe sntvenity. for caanpie. bas the per
scamel. straciuse sand orw talot we will noed
s ardet te progrose & the ot Ghe, 10, 15,
or wara 200 yoars. We, 2t Frimds Baiorms
Sogrce, bave already talen part in giviag
bach to the eriversity ated realizing the grost
wealth of knseledge aeed talend they can aller
car Fr . Obdo,

Here's to azestbes 200 yrars! — Ken Scfro-
eder, Findlgy.

Appreciated what they had

My dad was one of kar seas borp 1o David and Rows Meonn, and
[ived oo West Froat Street tn Fledlyy. Our graodtather wos bllled o o
matarcycio accidrnt whea the boya. Grearge, Danve, Ralph amd Roy, were
2.4, 6aad 8 yeurn of age. Graedrax Roste wao o sook 3t Sabiburys. and
them the Palm Steuk Hoseo on Weal Malo Cross Stroet, cast of Distechio
They Oved dlizectly behind Direach’s ico cream store, aod fust cast of
the train depot.

Whien we woald visil, 1 1Dad to sl cataide when the traim arrived
and imagine oll the places tho passengers were coauiag (rom and going
to. How exciting to trovel anywhere!

Wo nuald il every neek, brozare ooy Grodma had resnlag wale
whrre Mom avald do lisndry, aod we aseld Lobe a bot bath. Since ve
lived {0 o comerted harn orar Hooch tomn, there wap oaly o well, and
water hud 10 be gsrrped and beated. Wit hovery to have bot, runaing
water!

Every Saturdyy, ey brother am! | woald g to o axnie at the Hareis
Theaster, then atop back a1 Distsch's lor o buge ico croem cons for the
Large waen of 5 ecata, | loved Sutundaysl

Soce Nuad worked a1 Cooper. overy yrar e g 10 0 to Cooper Day
ot Riverside Park, and ride al) the tidea. Of course, by staexdands nonr,
it wos ahncdutely sothing. bal back 1hra, it booked like the best place in
the workd! And the best of all was the taffy tn the conreanon wand. |
doaY think there’s ever breo brttes]

Warld War [l wan really hardd on our parents” groreatico, (o8 o maay
rearans, bol it masde that pearration aod the nrat opprecisto nhat ne
diad have, 20d the simple things we bad o life. — Lots Browa Allion,
Blsomdalr.

Surprise storm arrived in 1966

Fadlay's donptuon o retafl stores were opeo on Setundsy sighta ooly.
Is the carly 1950, miy friend s parrat s would go chopping al that (e,
Fregurotly, Sue nould invite ub (o g0 swimming with bre ot Riverside
Fark on worm somears oigivto arbile ber parents shopped.

During the the of Findleys seqalormntennial codebrativa, my has-
bund and | wero murried. Ouz vocalist lived out of town to. while hree,
she was able Lo juio o in (e feolnitics.

Wo all eodoyed Lhe af the graed { | pag:
cant. [t was regorted thal alusst GO0 propde mummml and nmm
70.000 attenabed this galo cwvat.

Qur ares recoted 3 bg, wet inomfall oa Now, 3, 1966, Many prople
were aashle to get hoene (romn work, (ncluding ey hustund, beeasie of
tho severity of this surpriwo starm. My entlo temaskzd be had onver
shoveled 10 muany Ieaves amd saow 01 the avne tie!

It wroe reported on the radio that rocery stares noold open lor o fee
Beus oo Seday, since we bud been burind lo wow dnce Thurday, At
that tyne, “bloe Lauy” were la effect and only emry) MTVICCD OPICT
sted on Sundsy. — Diane Katght Schaller, rurcl Findlap

Favorite spots, favorite memories

The most asmaring Usme of cy lie was (rom the timo [ win a itke gis]
azd | naeld came (o Fiesllsy and stay with oy brioved agnt. She lived
oo West Hanlln Street and within a few Nocks of dow otenn Fladlsy.

My counin asd | would walk doontonn and spredd the wbole day
loahing lnto the tore windaws and, driore we would g0 bomr, wo alwm
bad 3 voda o2 the coumter of (he dime atore on Main Street. We loved 1o
o tnto Patterson’s Dequriment Stare and try on all the pretty dresses.

1 even bought a prom dress thero and. in my senbor year. weot to the
Fexdisy High School prom wiih a braw (rom Fuedlsy:.

Tho absokite mot exciting tme was shra my aunt weald take oy
o the park for o picls aod we would 1ide all (e rides thrre. | loved
the beasstiful carvened asd the dodg'rm care.

Firedlay has aluays heid o spocial place in my beart. We have alied
ous chikdsen here sod powe car gromdchildren fve here. too. Our tvosite
plsce ta take the grandehildren is [etech’s doe crvum parioe, fust as &t
was my tvurite euny yrare agn!

This sronderfal town has muny, many noadericl mrmarico oy me,
— Karon Makranen Findlay.

FINDLAY
PEDIATRIC
DENTISTS INC

A Great

SMILE

will pay
dividends
for a lifetime!

TRANSP:
" & Dadisang S L & Wertheovag

A Tradition of Delivering Excellence!

Vern Garner  419-422-5742

.
Serviciag the Miderns. [isu, Stadtuae

Jean Garner

wear a properly fitted mouthguard for all contacts sports

JACKSON E. WINTERS, D.D.S

Established and Serving Children’s Dental Needs Sinco 1980
T LUIMYSCAVE., FINDLAY.OHIO 45840
41904220951 8002466°K1DS
FAX 41904225069

www.garnertrucking.com

P.O. Bax 1506, CR 313, Findlay. OH 45839




THE COURIER
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2012

BICENTENNIAL

E7

Riwverside Park provided great jovy

I was born in 1944 at the old
Blanchard Valley Hospital on
South Main Street and have lived
here practically all of my life, My
mother, father, brother and I grew
up in a great big house on Center
Street, where the Salvation Army
church now stands.

Our greatest joy in life was
going to Riverside Park to go
swimming and riding the rides.
A little pond with fish in it was
directly centered across from the
fenced-in deep swimming pool.
My brother and I often threw
pennies into it and hoped our wish
would come true.

1 loved the merry-go-round
most of all and recall hanging
onto the pole of the horse until my
knuckles turned white. It made me
feel brave and every time we went
past my family, I'd wave like crazy!

Either Mom or Dad would hang
onto me to be sure I didn't fall, for
added security. The very loud and
cheerful music added to the gaiety
of this whole experience. The car-
ousel organ produces a thrill and
visions of merry-go-rounds as well
as other happy childhood memo-
ries,

I've often thought of how a
merry-go-round relates to life
in general. Sometimes we just
#o 'round and ‘round getting
nowhere, and then there are the
ups and downs to life.

Actually the earliest known
carousel dates back to around
500 A.D. Riders in baskets were
depicted suspended from a central
pole. The word carousel originates
from the Italian garosello and
Spanish carosella, “little battle,”
used by crusaders to describe a
combat preparation exercise and
game played by Turkish and Ara-
bian horsemen in the 12th century.
This prepared and strengthened
the riders for actual combat. Euro-
pean Crusaders discovered this
device and brought the idea back
to their own lands.

A carousel was also a training
device for the ring-tilt, consisting
of wooden horses suspended from
arms branching from a central
pole. Riders aimed to spear rings
situated around the circumference
as the carousel was moved by a
man, horse, or mule.

Early carousels had no plat-
form. The animals would hang on
poles or chains and fly out from

the centrifugal force of the spin-
ning mechanism. They were often
powered by animals walking in a
circle or people pulling a rope or
cranking.

By the mid-19th century the
platform carousel was developed.
With the technological advances,
bevel gears and offset cranks were
installed on these carousels, thus
giving the animals their up and
down motion.

The first carousel in the United
States was created in Hessvill
miles from Toledo. Many feel the
golden age of the carousel to be
carly 20th century America.

Recently, my girlfriend, grand-
daughter and | returned from a
visit to The Merry-Go-Round
Museum in Sandusky where we
learned much information on
the carousel, its history and the
exhibits on display. It was at this
moment I felt inspired to write
about my love for riding the merry-
go-round as a child at Riverside
Park.

How proud I was of myself as
I waved with much enthusiasm
and joy to members of my family
waltching me pass by. I looked
forward to trips to Riverside
Park more than any other enter-
tainment.

1 recently got a disc of historic
Riverside Park from our Hancock
Historical Museum and burst into
ecstasy as I reviewed all the old
rides at this park. What a thrill!

Mom would pack us in a wagon
and take us to the park for swim-
ming and the rides. I still remem-
ber how rough the cement was
at the bottom of the pool for the
younger kids. [ always had scraped
knees after swimming, but that
didn't stop me!

There was a little guy named
George Lytle who ran the train
around the track, the second train
purchased for this park. There was
a roller coaster, and little boats
swimming around in circles as
children happily rang their bells
Tloved the swingsets because the
framework was so very, very tall
and I could swing very, very high

I remember how large the
teeter-totters were and how my
brother laughed with glee as he
slid off the teeter-totter on his way
down. Boom!

Big bands, concerts and some
famous entertainers performed

Courthouse waiting room
was handy for visitors

Since the Hancock County
Courthouse was renovated and
modernized, many younger folks
do not know about the ladies wait-
ing room next to the restroom area
at the southeast corner of the
courthouse building.

This room was used by women
ing for their rides or for a cab
to pick them up to go home. During
the 1950s, it was still uncommon
for older women and housewives
to drive a car. My mother was one
who did not drive.

My childhood home was in
Rawson, so whenever we had
medical/dental appointements at
downtown offices in Findlay, we
traveled to town with someone
who worked in Findlay. Being
in town all day, we waited at the
courthouse in between appoint-
ments and shopping.

We had lunch at one of our
favorite places: at Wilson's, the
Woodland Restaurant, or at
Kresge's lunch counter,

Then, late in the afternoon,
Mother and I would walk to the
A&P store or Kroger store to
get groceries. We wanted to be
checked out by the time our driver
got off work and planned to pick
us up at the grocery store for the
ride home.

During the 1950s, the A&P
was east of the post office on West
Main Cross Street and Kroger was
in the building on the corner where
the Great Scot store is today.

On a tragic day in December,
a few days after Christmas, my
mother was hit by a car while
crossing Main Street alone in a
blinding snowstorm. Since Mom
walked slowly due to polio, her
coat got covered in snow and the
car's driver was unable to see her.

I was waiting at the courthouse
for Mom. So, I especially remem-
ber the kindness of help from the
courthouse cleaning lady, Mrs.
Amy Sands, and a policeman, who
came to the waiting room to pick
me up.

As a frightened 10-year-old, 1
was thankful for that policeman
and the medics who helped calm
me down as they put me in the
front seat of the ambulance taking
my Mom to the hospital.

Fortunately, she had no broken
bones, just bruises, and needed to
rest in the hospital for a few days.

It is good that Findlay still
has great people, both male and
female, to serve as police, fire,
and medics for helping at times of
— Janet Grubbs Fadley,
Fostoria.

there often. Many times different

bands would play in the park on

weekends and many times 1 got

to watch my dad ;an the drums.
ly

There were also times when
perhaps a circus would be coming
through town and we'd walk to the
park in the evenings to watch the
nail-biting high-wire acts. Some
had nets and some didn’

The big old concession stand
was the “cherry on the sundae”

e wrapped up the day or eve-
ning before going home. There
L section where one could
play games to try to win prizes.
1 especially liked fishing out fish
with a little net and usually | was
disappointed in the prize I had
won. But it was fun trying!

Then there was the homemade
taffy in all kinds of flavors, and
cotton candy. It always seemed
on weekends that many families
gathered for big reunions. That's
something that doesn't happen as
often as it used to and it saddens
me.

After church on Sundays, we'd
usually drive around some towns
and see m many families
having picnics outside and play-
ing all sorts of games. Picnics
have rather gone by the wayside
today as well. I guess it's because
husbands and wives do not stay
together very long anymore. The
vows they take in marriage to stay
together as a family and work out
their problems doesn't seem to
happen much anymore.

I recently dug into the past
history of Riverside Park and
was amazed at what all they had
to offer. The House of Mirth had
trick mirrors in it and a tilted floor
for the children. Chautauqua Week
educated and entertained adults
with lectures, concerts and other
cultural acti

on the spot where the Washi
ton Monument replica now is. 1\
wooden auditorium offered shows
and entertainment in the summer,
Here many celebrities performed,
such as The Five Columbians,
including Marilyn Miller. In 1920,
this vu)oden auditorium was torn
dow

Renmuh«r the roller rink? Too
bad it’s gone. There were
the-Chutes rides, or a 10-cent ride
on one of the launches down the

river. Paddleboat rides were avail-
able for a ride down the “old mill
stream.”

Our Riverside Park was noted
as being one of the earliest and
largest amusement parks in north-
western Ohio, dedicated in 1906
where the old waterworks used to
be. Trains brought visitors from as
far away as Cleveland. Of interest,
in 1907 a 70-foot, 250-passenger
steamer made its first trip from
Main Street to Riverside Park.

A dance pavilion and 2,000-
seat auditorium were built in 1907.
The bathing beach was made in
the old reservoir. Then, in 1925,
came the Green Mill Dance Hall
built on the side near the dam.
Then, in 1936, shelters, a band
shell and pool bath house made
from bricks of the old waterworks
were added.

The year 1978 marked the
renovation of the waterfront,
beginning a new era. There were
big-name bands, which high-
lighted entertainment.

What I'd like to say to people
200 years from now is, “Never lose
the joy of the child within you!™

Take time to have fun and
create beautiful memories for your
families. This is what the children
will remember growing up, the fun
times and enjoyable times spent
with family. It really is important
that parents take the time to enjoy
their families and create lasting
memories.

My favorite memories I cherish
with my family are the Riverside
Park experiences. | remember
wagon rides and talking with my
parents, the simple things. No
matter how busy my mother was
cleaning house, baking, cooking
and the rest, she always took the
time to talk with me and listen.
It's so very important to listen to
kids.

it, Riverside Park
lies closer together
and responsibly provided pre-
mium entertainment for the entire
family, not to mention the many
pleasant memories to cherish.
Providing many shelterhouses
for reunions in particular surely
was responsible for enriching the
lives of people and families in our
community. — Janice J. Sartore,
Findlay.

Many memories at Riverside

1 would like to share the story
of my childhood. I was born after
World War II at Miller McComb
Hospital, as were a number of my
friends at the time, and grew up
out by Portage Chapel Church in
the "50s and '60s.

Our mothers would carpool
and take a load of us to Findlay
for swimming lessons at Riverside
Pool. | remember cold mornings
holding onto the side of the pool,
while the instructor stood on the
edge, wearing a sweatshirt, while
we tried to swim, or at least keep
warm.

After the lesson, we would have
time to ride the Riverside Train,
ride the merry-go-round, etc.
There were a lot of rides there
then: bumper cars, the little boats
that went around in a circular tank
of water, the little cars that went
around in a circle, and a couple of
others.

I also remember there was a
bowling alley in the one building
that, I believe, had pins set by
young men by hand. And there was
the taffy pull, cotton candy, etc.,
in the stalls along the midway, I
believe the popcorn, etc.,
a bigger bui
shelter house.

Along the swimming pool was
asmall pool that held goldfish. You
felt you had arrived when you were
big and brave enough to go down

the big slide into the pool. Indeed,
Riverside Park was a very busy
place in those days!

By the way, there was one very
unique thing that we saw either
directly or going to the park, and
that was the San-A-Pure horse-
drawn wagons on their delivery
route.

The driver would get out of
the wagon with his carrier hold-
ing the bottles of milk, and deliver
the bottles on the doorstep, pick
up the empties, and go on to the
next house, while the horse would
take the wagon and stop and wait
for him on the street in front of
the second house. Try that with a
truck today!

Of course, there was the Harris
Theater downtown with its two
balconies; Patterson’s, wi
spiral stairway; and Ze
the stacks of hat boxes above the
shelves of goods; the hobby shop
down by the bridge, where the
electric trains would disappear
through the back wall; Croy’s gro-
cery store, where they would plug
a watermelon so you could try it
out; Big Boy on North Main, with
the call boxes for curb service;
and, of course, the old Wilson's,
the first fast-food restaurant in
town.

Thanks for the memories. —
Larry W. Todd, Bloomdale.
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Riverside Park provided great joy

I was born in 1944 at the old
Blanchard Valley Hospital on
South Main Street and have lived
heve practically all of my life. My
mother, father, brother snd [ grew
up i @ great big house on Center
Street, where the Salvation Army
charch now stands.

Our greatest joy in life was
going to Riverside Park to go
ywimming and riding the rides.
A little pond with fish in it was
firectly centered across from the
ed-in deep swimming pool
My brother and [ often threw
pennies indo it and hoped cur wish
woutld come trae

I loved the merry-gosound
most of all and recall hanging
peto the pode of the borse untsl my
kemckles turmed white. It made me
rel brave and every time we went
past ruy fanaily, I'd wave like crazy

Either Mom or Dad would hang
peto e 40 be sure T didn't £, for
added security. The very loud and
rheerful music added to the gaiety
of this whole experience. The cas-
pasel oegan produces a thrill and
visicns of merry go-rounds as well
as other happy childhood memo-
e

I've often thought of how a
merry-go-round relates to life
n general. Sometimes we just
round getting

md downs to life

Actually the carliest known
carouscl dates back to around
500 AD. Riders in baskets were
Jeprcted saspended from a central
poe. The word carousel originates
from the Ralian garosello and
Spanish carosella, “little battle,”
used by crusaders to describe
porubal preparation exercise and
game played by Turkish and Ara-
hian horsemen in the 12th century.
This prepared and strengthened
he riders for actusl combat. Euro-
pean Crusaders discovered this
device and brought the idea back
o their own lands

A carousel was also 3 training
fevice for the ring-tilt, consisting
o wooden borses suspended from
arms branching from a central
pole, Riders almed 10 spear rings
dtaated arcund the circumference
»s the carousel was moved by a
man, horse, or mule.

EBarly carousels had no plat
o, The andmals would hang on
pales or chains and fly out from

the centrifugal force of the spin
ning mechanism. They were often
powered by animals watking in a
citcle o people pulling a rope of
cranking

By the mid-19th century the
plattorm carowsel was developed
With the technological advances,
bevel gears and offset cranks were
instalied on these carousels, thus
giving the animals their up and
down motion

T'he first carousel in the United
States was created in Hessvilke, 25
miles from Toledo, Many feel the
solden age of the carousel to be
carly 20th century America.

Recently, my girlfriend. grand
daughter and | returned from a
visit to The Merry-Go-Round
Muscum in Sandusky where we
learned much information on
the carousel, its history and the
It wis ot this
i to write

ing! the merry
go-round as a child at Riverside
Park

How proud | was of mrysell as
| waved with much enthusiasm
and joy 1o members of my family
watching me pass by, I looked
forward to trips to Riverside
Park more than any other enter
taintnent

| recently got a dise of histori
Riverside Park from our Hancock
Historical Museom and barst
ecstasy as | reviewed all the old
ricles ot this park. What a thrill!

Marm would pack as in a wagon
and take us to the park for swim
ming and the rides. | still remem
her how rough the cement was
at the bottom of the pool for the
younger kids. | always had scraped
knees after swimming, but that
didn stop me!

There was a little guy named
we Lytle who ran the train
around the track, the second train
purchased for this park. There was
& roller coaster, and little boats
swimming around in circles as
children happily rang thesr befhs
[ loved the swingsets because the
framework was so very, very tall
and | could swing very, very high

1 remember how large the
tecter-totters were and how my
brothet Laughed with glee as be
shid off the teeter-totter on his way
down. Boom!

Big bands, concerts and some
famous entertainers performed

Courthouse waiting room
was handy for visitors

Since the Hancock Cow
Courthouse was renovited and
modernized, many youager fotks
Jo mot know about the ladies wait
g room next 1o the restroom area
st the southeast corner of the
conrthouse building

This room was wsed by women
waiting for their rides or for & cab
10 pick them up 1o o home. During
he 19505, it was still uncammon
lor older women and housewives
o drive a car. My mother wos one
who did not drive.

My childhood home was in
Rawson, so whenever we had
medical/dental appointements at
downtown offices in Findlay, we
raveled to town with someone
who worked in Findlay. Belng
i town all day, we waited at the
courthouse in between appoint
ents and shopping

We had lunch at one of our
favorite places: at Wilson's, the
Woodland Restaarant, or at
Kresge's lanch counter

Then, late in the afternoon,
Mother and 1 would walk to the
ALP store or Kroger store o
get groceries. We wanted (o be
phecked owt by the time our driver
got off work and planned 1o pick
s up ot the grocery stare for the
ride home

During the 19605, the ALP
wais east of the post office on West
Main Cross Street and Kroger was
i the budlding on the corner where
the Grest Scot store is oy

On 2 tragic day in December,
a few days after Christmas, my
mother was hit by a car while
crossing Main Street alooe in a
blinding smowstorm. Since Mon:
walked siowty due to polio, her
coat got covered in snow and the
car's driver was unable (o see her

1 was waiting ot the courthouse
for Mom. So, | especially rement
ber the kindness of help from the
courthouse cleaning lady, Mrs
Amy Sands, and a policeman, who
came 1o the waiting room (o pick
e up

As a frightened 10 -year-old, 1
was thankful for that policeman
and the medscs who helped calm
me down as they pat me in the
front seat of the ambulance (xking
my Mom to the hospital
srtunately, she hid no broken
hones, just braises, and needed t
rest in the hospital for a few days

It is good that Findlay still
has great people, both male and
female, to serve as police, fire
and medics for helping at times of
orisds. Janet Grubbs Fadley,
Fostoria

there often. Many times different
bands would play in the patk oo
weekends and many times | got
10 watch my dad play the drums.
He was really good!

There were also times when
perhaps a circus would be coming
through town and we'ld walk 1o the
park in the evenings to watch the
nail-biting high-wire acts. Some
had rets and some didat

The big old concession stand
was the "cherry oa the sunda
as we wrapped up the day ot eve
ning before going home. There
t where one could
play games to try to win prises.
I especially Whed fishing out fish
with a little vet sad usually | was
dissppointed in the prize | had
woa. But #t was fen trying!

Then there was the homemadse
taffy in all kinds of Navors,
cotton candy. It always seemed
oo weekends that many families
gathered for big reonsons. That'’s
somwething that doesn’t happen as
often as it used 10 and it saddens
me

After church oo Sendays, we'd
usually drive around some towns
and see many, many families
having pienics cutside and play
ing all sorts of games. Picnics
have rather gome by the wayside
today ax well. [ guess it's because
hushands and wives do not stay
tagether very long anymote. The
vows they take in marriage to stay
togethor as a family aod work out
their problems doesa’t seem to
happen much anymore.

| recently dug into the past
history of Riverside Park and
was amazed at what all they had
to offer. The House of Mirth had
trick mirrors in it and a tilted (oo
for the children. Chautzoges Week
educaled and entertained adults
with lectures, concerts and other
cultaral activities

The Chautasqua was held
on the apot where the Washing
ton Monement replica now is, A
wooden asditoriam offered shows
and entertainment in the sammer
Here masy celebrities performed
such as The Five Columbians.
incheding Marilyn Miller. In 1920,
this wooden auditorium was torm
down

Remember the rolier rink? Too
bad it's gome. There were Shoot
the-Chutes rides, or 3 10-cent ride
oo ane of the launches down the

was 3 wec

river. Paddichoat rides were avail
able for x ride down the “obd mdll
stream.”

Our Riverside Park was noted
% being one of the earliest and
largest asnusernent garks in noeth
western Ohio, dedicated in 1906
whete the old waterworks used to
be. Trakns brought visitors from as
far away as Cleveland. Of interest.
in 1907 a 70-foct, 250-passenger
steamer made its first trip from
Main Sireet 1o Riverside Park

A dance pavilion and 2,000
seat anditorium were bullt in 1607,
The bathing beach was made in
the old reservoir. Then, in 1925
came the Green Mill Dunce Hall
bailt on the side near the dam.
Then, in 1936, shelters, a band
shell and pool buth house made
from bricks of the old waterworks
were added

The year 1978 marked
renovation of the waterfroat
beginning a new era. There were
big-name bands, which high
lighted emtertainment

What I'd like to say to perople
200 years from now is, “Never lose
the joy of the child within yoo'”

Take time 1o have fun and
create beautiful memories for your
families, This is what the children
will remermher growisg up, the fan
times and enjoyable times spent
with family. It really is importamt
that parents take the time to enjoy
their families and create lasting
memaries

My favorite mwmories | cherish
with my family are the Riverside
Park experienc I remember
wagon rides and taliing with my
parents, the simple things. No
matter how busy my mother was
cleaning house, baking, cooking
and the rest, she always took the
time to talk with me and listen
1t's 50 very important to lsten to
kids

As | see it, Riverside Park
brought families doser together
and respansibly provided pre
mium entertainment for the entire
family, mot to meation the many
pleasant memories to cherish
Providiag many shelterhouses
for reunions in particular surely
was responsible for enciching the
lives of peaphe and families in our
community, — Jamice I Sartore,
Findlay

Many memories at Riverside

1 would ke to share the story
of my childhood. | was born after
World War 11 st Miller McComb
Hospital. as were a number of my
friends ot the time, and grew up
out by Portage Chapel Church in
the S0s and '60s.

Our mothers would carpool
and take a load of us 10 Findlay
for swinming bessons at Riverside
Pool. | remember cobd mornings
holding oato the side of the pool
while the instructor stood on the
odge, wearing a sweatshirt, while
we tried 10 swim, or at least keep
warm.

Alter the tesson, we would have
time to ride the Riverside Train
ride the merry-goround, etc
There were a lot of rides there
then: bamper cars, the littk boats
that went around in a circular tank
of water, the litthe cars that went
arvand in a circle, and a couple of
others.

1 abso remember there was a
bowling alley in the one bailding
that, I believe, had pins set by
young nwes by hand. And there was
the taffy pull, cotton candy, elc
in the stalls along the midway. |
believe the popoorn, etc., was in
» bigger building, which is now &
shelter house.

Alony the swimming pool was
2 sl pool that held goldfish. You
felt you had arrived wien you were
big and brave enough to go down

the big slide into the pool. lndeed
Riverside Park was a very busy
place in those days!

By the way, there was one very
unique thing that we saw either
directly or golng to the park, and
that was the San-A-Pure horse
drawn wagons on their delivery
route

The driver would get out of
the wagon with hix carrier hold
ing the bottles of milk, and deliver
the bottles on the doorstep, pick
up the empties, and go on to the
next house, whiile the horse would
take the wagon and stop and wait
for him on the street in fromt of
the second house. Try that with a
track today!

Of course, there was the Harris
Theater downtown with its two
balcondes; Patterson’s, with its
spiral stairwary; and Zeirofl's, with
the stacks of bat baxes above the
shelves of goods. the hobly shop
down by the bridge, where the
elevtric trains would dissppear
through the back wall; Croy's gro-
cery store. where they would plag
a watermelon %0 you conld try it
out; Big Boy on North Maia, with
the call boxes for curb service:
and, of course, the old Wilson's,
the first fast-food restaurant in
town,

Thanks for the memories
Larry W. Todd, Bloomdale.
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Sodas, Sting-Rays, and delivering the newspaper

Growing up in Findlay in the
1960s on the far north side pre-
sented me and my neighborhood
friends a challenge when it came
to consumption: Consumption as
defined by pre-teens and teenagers
in 1960 as food, drink and other
“necessities” needed to stay alive.

Our boundaries, as pnsnh«]
by my parent given specific
geographu neation points.
This changed with age, from being
restricted to our immediate yard
to travels to the Food Center on
North Main Street when I had
turned 10 or 11. Freedom came in
chunks as I grew from a tricycle to
my shiny red Schwinn American
26-inch two-wheeler.

Speaking of my red Schwinn
is an example of consumerism.
My previous bicycles were used
and had training wheels. So on my
sixth or seventh birthday, I was
presented with a sign of prestige
amongst my friends: a gorgeous
Chicago-made bicycle.

From this day forth I had
“wheels,” which trumped pedes-
trian travel by volumes! My ave-
nues of consumption quadrupled
after I mastered riding a 26-inch
bicycle at the age of 7.

After days of help from friends
and family holding the bike and
launching the bike and me, I
decided I could do this on my own.
I discovered that by holding the
bike and running alongside it on
the curb, I would (hopefully) jump
on and let the momentum carry
me on to victory.

So, I didn't have to wait until
the ice cream man jingled his
way into our neighborhood daily,
I could hop on the bike and head
to points south on Main Street.
There was an old hold-out from
the Dixie Highway days, an aging
motel. It had a pop machine that
had Frosty Root-Beer for a mere
15 cents!

Further down past Vince and
Paul’s Pizzeria about a mile was
our summer haven, Fout’s carry-
out. Once inside you had six or
seven coolers that had a metal
roll-down door that held the pop
we longed for! From Pepsi, Coke,
Vernor's (old people’s pop, we
always thought), to Kick-A-Poo
Joy Juice (pre-Mountain Dew)
and Variety Club favorites like red,
orange and cream soda. It was 12
cents for a 12-ounce, 15 cents for
most 16-ounces, plus two cents for
deposit. At the counter, we had
Laffy Taffy, Slim Jims and huge
Pixy Stixs, It was a wonderland

for our wanderlust nl processed
sugars, Hmmm

One of the most unusual haunts
of me and others was Siebert's gift
shop on Bell Avenue. It was the
second from the last house on the
south side, almost on the railroad
siding crossing Bell Avenue and
Smith’s Foundry. It consisted of
Mrs. Siebert’s ranch house and
an unattached garage with the
small shop on the side. You could
always smell the dozens of cats she
in an enclosed house on
the side of the shop.

We would knock on her door,
if the shop was locked. She would
come out smiling, with an apron
on, key in hand to unlock the shop.

Once inside, we were greeted
with dozens of boxes of candy
cases full of small toys like wood
airplanes, spinning tops and occa-
sionally a cap gun. She stocked a
large array of balloons that we
coveted for their prices, two for
a penny, and ability to hold water.
Some days we left with over 50
balloons and mouthfuls of grape
bubble or Blow-Pops.

On days close to Mother's and
Father’s days, Mrs. Siebert would
be overjoyous and greet us with
her whistled voice, uy‘mg “Nice
day out today, b
us in to a small showcase filled
with handstitched, embroidered
handkerchiefs for the mothers
or monogrammed white ones for
dads. Dishcloths, towels and a
bevy of other hand-crafted articles
gleamed in the small ca

The trouble was that after
you purchased the hand-made
article, wrapped it up and gave it
to your mother, the cat odor still
remained! My mother already
knew where the box came from
just from the “odorfied” package.
Nevertheless, all of us kept her in
business.

Farther south we had an old
green former Clover Farms store
that was simply called Main's
Market, This was the favorite
hangout for after-school kids
from Northview School. It was a
bit different because instead of all
junk food like Fout was a real
grocery store with a real butcher
(Mr. Mains), and produce.

The one great thing it had
was several shelves of penny
including Mary Jane,
Chick-O-Stick and Bit-O-Honeys.
Mr. Main's daughter sat on top of
the old counter with a coffee can
she made change from. Yelling to
“hurry up” and “don’t finger the

food” were her common catcalls
atus.

As we became older, say 10-12,
our boundaries expanded farther
south, thus giving us more oppor-
tunities to become larger, gratified
consumers. The Sundry Shop and
Food Center became our extreme
boundaries during these years.
Food Center was owned by my
neighbors, the Gainsleys.

We would lean our bikes out-
side and walk in to check out the
aisle that had toys, while Ralph
and his son Jeff Gainsley were
perched high up in their office in
the back next to the meat coun-
ter. On occasion, they would spot
us and wave to us. We always felt
welcomed there.

During the spring, we bought
box kites and a rocket that was a
long tube that you pushed down,
using the air pressure to shoot it
upwards 20 feet or more.

The Sundry Shop next door
was a haven for us as it had toys,
candy, hobby supplies and the
annual spring supply of bean
shooters. Ten cents for red straws,
the shooters, and neatly stapled
hand-packed brown bags of navy
beans, 15 cents small, jumbo for
a quarter.

Once I spent over an hour
selecting, and 85 cents for the
purchase of a red, white and biue
rhinestone pin for my mother's
birthday. I was so excited as |
peddled with my package sway-
ing on the handlebars of my bike
as [ headed home.

As I turned 13, a small clothing
store opened next to Petti's res-
taurant. It was called “The Pants
Pocket.” It carried all of the much-
needed clothing by many young
men my age. One of my “dreams™
of being a young consumer was
to be seen riding my green Sting-
Ray with braces on my teeth (they
were really crooked!), wearing the
latest fad, a wet-look blue wind-
breaker, with wind blowing in my
ever-lengthening hair.

1 achieved this after I bought
the jacket at the new store. There
I was, heading on North Main
Street toward Rinks Bargain City
on the east side’s new shopping
district, with my mind on how |
was going to afford the Beatles'
new white album. (I still own it!)

“Collecting for the Courier”
were the all-too-familiar words |
spoke every Saturday in 1969 and
1970, It was the all-important day
in the life of a Findlay newspaper
boy, customers paying their tabs
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for the past week's newspaper.

Earning money for my Sting-
Ray and the other essentials
spurred my desire to find a news-
paper route that might be av
able. The Blade and the Li
News were rags that were dis-
pensed after school, but you had
to buy the route from the boy who
was “retiring” from his area.

Twasn't interested in paying for
an evening route. Besides, some
of my older friends I admired had
a Republican-Courier route. So
it had to be the big white canvas
bags emblazoned in blue letters,
“The Republican-Courier.”

However, the Republican-
Courier routes were not sold on
the open market. You had to find
someone who was leaving and
then apply for the job. A few days
later, Dave Wiler told me that he
had found another job and his
route could be available.

Even though the routes were
not sold, T still had to
Dave by buying him an oc
ice-cold 16-ounce Pepsi (his dad
worked at Pepsi), followed up with
a spicy Slim Jim from Fouts’ car-
ryout or Main's Market.

It worked, and he offered me
his route, but I had to work with
him while on summer break. It
was a trial period, I suppose, to
sec if T could get up at 3:30 am
six days a week, and fling wads of
words bundled up in green rubber
bands, landing them on the porch
~ no bushes or rooftops, please!

Dave was wonderfully patient
and fun as we traveled the dimly-
lighted streets early in the morn-
ing. Of course, having two doing
the work made the job easier and
enjoyable. But now the day of reck-
oning was waiting for me at the
circulation manager’s office. I had
to go to the office of the paper and
officially apply.

It was located behind the court-
house, housed in a former brick
church. Our door was located off
South Cory Street. Peddling my
old red Schwinn American bike
there was easy because, in my
mind, I already owned that green
five-speed Schwinn Sting-Ray that
lured me weekly to Jim the Bicycle
Man’s shop just south of Center
Street

I was interviewed by John
Cain, the circulation manager, and
Mr. Deeter, the route supervisor.
1 don’t remember all of the ques-
tions or the answers | gave, but
this was the first real interview
had been in, so I was nervous,

However, John was very con-
genial and seemed to understand
the minds of young boys. The
only thing I had to do after I was
approved was to get my parents’
signature! I could picture myself
with a bag full of coins jingling as
Twent door to door collecting the
good old “dough-r:

After the parents’ signature,
I headed back to Dave's house to
strike a deal for all of the neces-
sary tools of the trade. First there
were the huge carrying bags. He
had two, but | needed three, fol-
lowed by the all-important rubber
bands, brown water-proofed bags
and the card punchers. We agreed
on a fair price and T was now a
contract entrepreneur!

Mr. Deeter came over before
my first day to go over the rules.
Papers had to be delivered by 6
a.m., correct bookkeeping meth-
ods, and no fooling around. He
handed me a new blue route
account book and blank cards for
the balance of the year, We shook
hands and I was an official Courier
carrier!

The alarm went off at 3:30
a.m., but I couldn't sleep because
1 was excited! For what? Getting
up early six days a week, not being
able to stay up late and having
friends shun your invitations for

leep-overs. Who wants to help
Eric and get up way too early?
What was [ thinking?

Photos provided by

Hancock Historical Musesm
THE REPUBLICAN-COURIER
crew was always ready to
deliver the latest news.
Shown here in 1962, paper
boys (above) and print shop
employees (left) alike worked
tirelessly to get the morning
paper onto your doorstep.

Nevertheless, 1 got dressed
and tried to be quiet as I headed
downstairs. But my mom heard
me and got up to fix me a snack
as I headed out. As I pulled the
garage rope to roll up the door,
1 was greeted and scared by Mr.
Deeter, who informed me that this
would be the routine for awhile.
He drove away and staring at me
were two huge bundles of the
paper.

1 was known to the paper deliv-
eryman as Route 65 and my aver-
age daily customer log hovered at
around 125 customers. My nei
borhood had no sidewalks, so 1
slung both bags like bandoliers
with around 60 flat papers.

Dave had taught me that it was
faster to walk and fold, band and
toss as you walked. It took awhile
to catch on, almost like the walk-
ing-and-chewing-gum scenario we
all laugh about.

The grass was wet with dew
most mornings, rubber bands
snapped my fingers and the print
blackened my hands, but I was
accomplishing something.

Half of the route required my
bike and the bags, hanging off of
lead hooks attached on my handle-
bars. Many times the load would
shift and tumble [ would, or papers
would fly into the wind. So goes
the life of a carrier!

See SODAS, Page F9
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Growiag v (o Findlsy ip the
160602 co the Lar north side pro-
sented me and my ortghtorbood
{ricods o challenge when 0 came
1o comumption: Comumplicn as
defined by pro-torns and teenagyr
i 1560 as foed, drink azd ottur
“nrcemitiss” nreded 1o alay alive,

Our bounrdarien, os prescrfbed
by my parents, avee ghes specific
geographic deliomatioa pointa
This chaaped with age. frsn bring
1oatricted (0 car insnediste yord
to travels (o the Foed Center on
Notth Mzl Sureet whro | had
turned 10 or 11, Freeddom casoe in
chnmbon 03 | grew tren o trigve to
my ehiay red Schwian American
26 inch tnonhockr.

Speaklag of my red Schwino
is o0 canmple of comanrrium.
My previous bicycles were used
ond had training whools. So oo my
slxih or seventh bisthdoy, | was
grearntesd with 3 aign of preatige
ameagst my (riends: 8 gorgreus
Chiagn made bicycle.

From this doy {orth ] had
“wheels.” which trumped prdes-
trian traved by volumea! My aves
oues of comumption quubrupled
after | mastered nduu, 2 264nch
bicyvir at the age of 7.

Afzr dayv of belp trom (rirads
and Lamily bddln: the bike and
lsanchiag the bike and me. |
decided 1 could do this on my oun.
| disconered that by hoding the
bike and runaing adongside 0 oa
the cary | wosld (hepriolly) smp
on and let the mummlom carry
me an 10 it

So. | dxdnX have to b amil
the ice cream man [ingled bis
way into our neightathood dally,
1 conkd bop on the bike and hrad
to polats south an Mala Strect.
There was an old hold out from
the Dixieo Highnay dayo, an aging
wotel 11 had 3 pop muchios that
bad Fronty Reat-feer for a mrre
15 centa!

Farther domn past Vince and
Paols Pieseria about o mile was
our wmmer hawn, Foats carrys
outl. Quev foside you had six or
peven coolers that had o metal
toll dosn door that brid the pop
we longed lor! From Pepl. Coke,
Vesnor's (old prople’s pop, we
alwgye theught). to Kick-\-Poo
Joy Juice (pro-Mauntatn Dew)
asd Variety Cled tnorites e red,
oroigo and crnam eoda, It was 17
cente for 2 12:00nce, 15 cents far
ol 16-<uncos, phas tnu ot for
deganit. Al the connter. wo had
Laily Tatty, Slies Jims and huge
Plxy St It was o woaderland

“
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for car wanderlust of proceased
wgarn. Hmmen

Qoo of the mont unuuul hauats
of mo and othern was Seberts gift
shop co Bell Aweawe, I} wan the
weoasd (e the bt bome oa the
seutb side, aleront oo the roftruad
alding cruasing Bell Avenue and
Seiith’s Foundry. It comisted of
Mra. Siedret's ranch house and
an unatinched garoge with the
sl shop ca the side. You could
abnuryo sl the dorenn of cals the
housed o an sacloied home oo
the side of the shop.

We noeld ook oo her door,
U the thop mas locked. She nueald
come ow amiling. with an aproo
o0, koy in haed to unock the shop

Once imikde, we were greeted
with dorear of barm of candy
casen full of small toys e wood
airplinm, ipieaiag tops and occas
atomally o cap gun. She stocked o
largo array of ballcons that uo
coneted for thelr prices, two los
a pevarry, and ability Lo hold water,
Seemo days wo lell with mer S0
ballesas asd meuthiels of grape
babibde o Blow-Pugn.

On days chose to Mother's and
Fathee's dayn, Mrs Shebert noukd
be overyoyous ond greet os with
ber whistled voice, aaying, "Nice
day out today. bays.” She mhered
ut 0 10 o small thowcase filled
with handititched, embroidered
bandkerchiels for 1he motbers
or meeogramenrd white onra lo7
dads. Dishcloths, tonels andd o
bewy of athrr e cralied arudiem
Pramed (o the 2nall care.

The troable wos that after
you parchared (he handmade
arniele. wragprd I up and gro it
10 your motber, the cat ados atill
temained! My mother already
hnew where the bor came trom
fund freen the “adarfind™ package.
Neverthelena, all of ob bepd ber in
baunms

Fartber south we had ao old
greeo [ormr Cknve Farom store
that was sitagly cailed Mnio's
Markrt. Thiz was the tavorite
bangout lor aftet-school kide
from Narthvies School It was o
Lt differens became tantend of all
Jank tocad e Foud's, It uns o seal
ffrocery state mith a tral batcher
(Mr. Maicn), and prodece.

The one greal thing @ had
was sevwerol shelves of penny
camlies, lncinding Mary Jaor,
Chick-O-Stick and 110-0-Hooryn,
M¢. Maios dsaghtes sl on top of
the ald coumer with o coflen can
she made change trom. Yelling to
“hurry up” and "deat flager the
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food™ weee ber comman catoafls
nm.

An we baaame older, sgy 10-12,
ot boundas i cxpended (arther
wuth. thin gving oy Duse oppor
tunttir to bocome bargee, gratified
comerrre. The Saesdry Shop and
Food Center becomie s extrrme
boundsries during thrse yrars
Food Centey wor owerd by my
orighborn, the Gaitndeys.

We noek oo owr biles ont.
tido aod walk Lo to chrek o the
alsde that bad toyw. while Ralph
and his son Jet! Gainsley were
prechrd bigh op io their office i
the bick oeal 10 the @t coun.
ter. Qo occasian. thry wosld spot
w and wowe (o . We atways fell
welconed thrre.

Dusing the agring. we bought
ban Ales wnd o rockes that wes o
leag tobe that you panhnd Sann,
uMng the alr pressure to whoot i1
wprannids 20 feet s more.

The Sumdry Shop sext door
w0 0 hawwn for o as B had toyu,
candy, bobby sapplitn and the
annaval spring supply of bman
shootern. Teo conto for red strgws,
the shooteva. and oratly stspled
hand guacked brimn bags of any
bram. 15 ceote amall. jumto (or
a cuurter.

Once [ spral over an bour
selecting. and BS conto for the
parchato of o red, whito ond tae
rhinsstune pin (or my molther’s
birthday. | wos so excited oo 1
prddied with my pachage war
ing oo thr hamfleurn of oy be
28 | hraded bame,

Asltmord 13, 0 sl detking
stare opentd nrat 10 Pettio res-
Uuraal. [} wos calied “The Paate
Pocihet.” It carried all of the mxoch:
oreded clothitg by muay young
men my age. One of my “dreams”
of bring o youag comamer was
to be 1een riding oy green Sting:
Rary w t1h brasos o ary teeth (they
were reakly crocked”), wearing the
latent fad, 2 wetdook Yoo wind.
breokee. wib wisd Wowtng to oy
avvrdengibratng haer

1 schiewed this after ] bomght
the jachet a1 the pew atawe. Thrre
I war. beading on Nortb Maio
[ereet tomard Rinks Rargain Oty
an the cast side’s nrw shoppiag
dintrict, with my mind oa bow |
wor guing 1o allord the Baatles’
orw uhlie ofam. (1 s own A0

“Culiecting for the Courter”™
were the alltoodamiliar wands |
spolo overy Saturdsy o 1969 and
1070 1 wos e afl dagreatont day
in the tide of o Findlsy araspper
Yoy, comtoenere paylag teir tals
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for the part week's oraspageT.

Earning eonry for oy Stisg
Ray oed 1be otber essentials
sgmrivd ary denize 1o fiod o oras.
paper 1oasc thal migle be avail-
oble. The Blide and the Lima
News were rago that were dis-
praaed aftre schoed, bat youo hud
o bery the route from the boy ubo
w0 “retiring” from b orva.

Twme interested ta paying for
20 cveniag tomle. Besidm, wome
of ey obdes trimards | adesired had
0 Repabiican Courice ronte. So
it hud to be the big wikite caovas
hags esniNaraond ia Mo letiers,
“The Repoidican Conrire”

Howevor, the Rspablican:
Cegrire touies were ont 1old aa
the opre masket. You bad to God
wameone who was leaving and
them aggply for the job A few diys
biter. Dave Wiler told ooe that be
had found amathee job and hiv
roate coald bo gvoilabde.

Even though the rostes were
oot sold, | atill had to impress
Danve bry buytng biss 20 occosumal
jrecold 16-ounce Prps (his ded
wurked at Pegnd), fefioued op aith
0 opecy Slin Jom froen Fouts” car
fyot or Maénn Market

1 wanked, 2ad be offered me
his youse, bat [ had to wurk with
bim while on someare break. I
wae 3 irial prrind. | seppae, o
s i | crukd geicp ot 330 am.
iz duys b wvek, aod ling wads of
wards bzedied op ta gremo robder
bands, Lunding them co the porch
— x> bxmabre o roodtege, plrare!

Dve was auadesfully patirnl
and fun as we trinvied the dimly
[ighted strovts carly w the moro-
ing. Of couree, having two doing
the wurh made the job caviey aod
eoporrsile. Rut ovro the day o rocks
ocaing was walting tor me a2 the
crvuiztom mansen s office. | had
to go to the atfice of the pager aod
otficually spgy.

B was locosed behiad the conrt.
bouse. boased 5 a former brick
chrarch. Our dowe wos keosted of]
South Cory Street, Peddling ary
ol red Schuton Amertouo bike
there wao easy bresme, (o my
terd, ] alsvady oo that grem
fraspeed Scizama Stizg 8oy that
lzred e awowdly to fes the Bieyde
Man's shop just aauth of Ceater
Strewt.

1 was intesviewed by Jobn
Cada, the cirmalation eunsges, and
Me. Dester. the raste supesvior.
1 dee) resmresdeer afl of the gare
tions oF the amsween | gave. B
this was the first moal interview |
bud bren (0, 0 | was prrveas.

Howower, John was wery con.
gradal and sevmird to wederstand
the minds of young doye. The
orrly thing § had o do after | was
spproved wos to et my pareote’
sgnsture! | could pictare mysell
it a bug full of coton Eoghing as
[ wrot deor 1o door catiecting the
Rood old “dearghytayenel”™

Aller the pareats” signature.
1 braded buck 1o Deved besne 1o
strike o deal for al) of the oroes-
nary toods of the trzde. Fint there
wete the buge carrying tugs. He
hasd teo, ted | prudded three, fob
lorored bry the al) tropostam robber
bunds, beorso water-prooked bagy
ansd the cand pnchern. Wo agreed
on a (e price and | was cow 2
ooatract entreprensur!

Mr. Decter came over before
ry (inst day to go over the rulen.
Papers hud to be delivered by 6
am., correct beokbreping meth-
ody, and ao looling aruoed. He
bhaodsd me a new oo roule
sovonet book and Sk canls for
the uliare of the yvar. Wo shook
bureds aeed L was an edficia) Coanter
carmur!

The alarm weat off at 3:30
am. but | csebdot aleep because
1 wor cxcited! For uhat? Getting
up carly atn dayn a neci pot teing
able to atay sp Lite am
[rienxy sbram yout il
srepranura. Who wants to belp
Eric and get up way toco carly?
What was | thinking?

Phaton sevared by

Asstand Malornsl Mivies
TIE REPURLICAN-COURIER
orew woe always rady to
deliver the lateat asan.
Sbown bero in 1962, paper
bays (sbaww) acd priat shop
emplayveo (Jefl) sliho worhed
tredzonly ta get the maming
paprr calo your desrlep,

Nevortheleas, | got dreasad
and tried 1o be quirt as | broded
downstabro. Bet oay mem beard
e an! 1 up to fix me o saack
o8 | braded out. Ao | pulled the
gange roge 10 roll up the door,
| was groeted and weared by Mr.
Decter, abo infmmed me that this
wavald be the roatine lor anhile.
He drove anay and stariag 8! me
wete two hage bundles of the
papIT.

1was hoown (o the pagprr delis
crymun as Hoate 65 and oy avers
age daily costomre log hovered at
aroand [25 contemrrn. My nrigh
barbood had co ddewalks. 1o 1
aluag both bags lke bhasdolier
with arcand 60 (lat pspers.

avo hud Liogha coe that it was
Laster to wulk and fold. hand and
toss as you walked. [t took anhile
to catch on. almast (ke the walks
ing and chrwing gum coenarto ne
ol Laugh shoot.

The grans uns wet with dew
mosl morning, rebber bands
soupped ay Gogres aad (he paint
blachemed my baods, bot [ nas
sccomgdabing somrthing.

Half of the nmte required my
bike and the bags. hanging ol of
Irud books attuched on oy hadle
bare. Many tee the tond wuald
shift arsd taembie | would, o paprrs
woald iy into the wisd, So goco
the life of & casrire!

S00 SODAS, Pago 19

THANK YOU
FOR 30
GREAT YEARS!

PEPTIRON]

OR CHLESE
ey
LIMITED

TIME OFFER
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ADY. 1”7

730 S. Main St. »
(419) 423-1114

|[.'l' o

Findlay




THE COURIER
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2012

BICENTENNIAL

E9

1940: A ‘sweet, country, hidy town’

In 1940, Findlay was a sweet,
country, tidy town that had an old-
fashio flare. It was friendly,
God-fearing, family-oriented,
where men were proud to work,
and their wives chose to be moth-
ers and homemakers, as their
mothers before them. However,
women were also in the workplace.

Walking down Main Street,
business after business opened
their doors to accommodate young
and old alike. As a child from first
grade at Lincoln Elementary
School until my senior high school
years, | remember the fancy dress
shops with the beautiful styles of
the day displayed in their windows
On mannequins.

Men’s clothiers were just as
nice. Men wore suits as the norm,
not just on Sunday for church or
special outings. People presented
themselves in a different way and
attitude than what they do today.
It was a kindness, a trustworthy
way, a feeling of gratefulness that
meant respect for one another.

Findlay was perhaps 10,000
population in those early years
before manufacturing companies
and construction began to change
the skyline.

Main Street was Findlay.

There was no mall, State Route
224 (Tiffin Avenue) was farmland
and country homes, many of those
farms were passed down from gen-
eration to generation. The land
was beautiful as far as the eye
could see, but, by the '60s, prog-
ress was on the way.

Downtown were drugstores
where prescriptions were filled,
magazines and newspapers were
sold, as well as greeting cards
and gifts. Remember Johnson's,
Central, Gallagher's, S&S, B&G?
All popular, and several had soda
fountains — ice cream sodas, a
nickel Coke, a light lunch.

Findlay was busy with diners,
hotel dining rooms, small restau-
rants, lunchrooms and sandwich
shops. The Phoenix, Craig's,

ilson’s, Miller’s, Broadway and
Isaly’s were wonderful choices.

Most people called them “10-
cent stores,” FW. Woolworth's,
S.S. Kresge's, and 1.J. Newberry’s.
We would buy anything from a
nickel to a dollar. Aisle after aisle.
This young girl was amazed wit
what was available, so near, yet so
far away.

The movie theaters were popu-
lar with everyone. At night, the
marquee lights flashed, the ticket
lady sat in a booth, just outside the
double doors. Entering, a ticket-
taker tore our ticket in two pieces,
and we had the choice of popcorn
in a box, candy, and a drink in a
paper cup to enjoy as an usher
with a flashlight took us to our
seat. Believe me, that was special.
Hollywood at its best.

It was still too soon before
modern technology entered the
scene. The '40s, "50s and '60s
were the years that changed lives
gradually. Findlay was changing,
too. The big push for education,
construction and travel was on
the rise.

Greyhound Bus was on East
Sandusky Street to all cities in
Ohio and farther. Morey’s, at the
corner of East Sandusky Street
and South Main, was a center of
attraction for newspapers, maga-
zines, books, greeting cards and
gifts, a true standby.

Dietsch’s little candy shop
wis across the street years ago.
Their sugar mints, green, white
and pink, all flavored, are still my
favorites.

The A&P grocery, the main
Findlay grocery on West Main
Cross Street across from Findlay
High School, was our Saturday
night objective.

It had an automatic door. Enter-
ing was the fragrance of coffee
beans being ground (no instant
coffee yet). It was a small market,
but convenience food hadn't been
invented yet either. So, buying the
basics to cook from scratch was all
to depend on for preparing food.
Two sacks of food lasted all week,
probably under $5.

West of Findlay on 224 was the
Country Market. The building is
still standing. In those days, it had
groceries and meat market on one
side, a retail section on the other.
Spent my time selecting a bag
of candy from a long showcase.
The atmosphere was homey with
its squeaky floor and wonderful
aromas that spelled “country.”

Department stores such as Pat-
terson’s, Uhlman's, Boston Store
and, later, Lasalle’s offered so
much for everyone.

But I mainly remember when
purchasing an item, we would
take it to the cashier behind the
counter. She wrote up the bill and
with our cash placed them in a
small metal container that was
connected to a track, With a push,
the container traveled along the
track upstairs, to the second floor,
to another cashier. She accepted
the money, made change, and sent
the receipt and change back to the
first cashier. That system didn't
last long, but the store did.

hat was also the time when
clerks were available to actually
assist a customer to make selec-
tions. How times have changed
our system of shopping today.

Findlay is blessed with
churches for all faiths. In the early
years, they were attended faith-
fully by families to give thanks to
our God.

Looking over the congregation,
people were dressed with respect
as they praised him. The idea to

There is just no place like home

Findlay was a wonderful place to live. T often think of growing up in
Findlay in the '40s and what a safe and special time it was in my life.

We lived at 128 George St. and I went to Washington Elementary
for six years. My first-grade teacher was Miss Fox and needless to say,

her last name was very scary.

My mother would walk me to school every day and make sure I was
seated at my desk. The minute mother was gone and the teacher’s back
was turned, I would run all the way home, taking all the back alleys
as shortcuts and sitting on the front porch steps when mother arrived.

1 love coming back home to Findlay to visi

I have lived in several

other cities, but there is just no place like home. — Sue Jones Hansen,

Placitas, NM.

Sodas

Continued from page F8

Rain, , sleet, and let’s not
forget snow, clogged my progress,
but the paper had to be delivered.

Customers were generally kind
and patient with me. It was 50
cents a week when | started, but,

next collection Saturday, I had
an apology from Ihal Bell Avenue
customer. T

My dreams xml gonls were
being answered: Sting-Ray was
purchased by Jim's layaway plan
and, eventually, T added the obliga-
tory paper bag hooks on it, too.
But I lost out on many a sleepover,
mischievous summer night and
sweet deep sleep because of my
paper route.

My days were numbered when

by the twilight of my career, it had
reached $1.75 bi-weekly.
The Hillcrest ap had

young couples who would leave
and not pay me, or other dwellers
who simply swiped their neigh-
bor’s paper, which would result in
me having to scurry over before
school to bring over another copy.
On occasion, my parent’s paper
disappeared because 1 needed to
give it to an angry early-morning
customer whose paper just van-
ished.

But I had the crew-cut "50s
look in Mr. Haas, who would take
some of my Saturday collection
time with a challenge of a game of

“horse” or 21, or the kindly Burley
family across the street, ushering
me inside on cold days, plying me
with cookies and hot chocolate.
Yes, good always outdid the bad
most weeks, and I grew up learn-
ing about life and people.

And my parents helped out
on cold, windy and wet days by
driving me to the faraway streets
of Bell Avenue, Hilltop, Waddle,
Hillcrest and Lotze. Some days,
my mother cooked me eggs and
toast, and [ hate to admit, wake me
up after I would turn off the alarm
and roll back to sleep.

Once, an angry customer threw
his payment at me because the
paper didn’t always land squarely
in front of his door. My dad inter-
ceded, calling John Cain. The

I became ir d in girls, cars,
and cars and girls. It wasa't cool
to be in high school and a news-
paper boy.

So, one day, a much younger
and eager redheaded boy tagged
after me collecting on that Sat-
urday in the fall of 1971. He too
wanted a Republican-Courier
route. So he offered to help ring
doorbells, fold some papers on a
Saturday, followed by a volley of
questions and him handing me a
cold bottle of Frosty root beer he
purchased from the machine by
Petti’s Alpine Village restaurant.
He was anxious and in the zone,
and I was looking at motorcycles.

“Can you get up at 3:30 am.?"
1 asked the young redhead as he
handed me a Reese’s candy bar. He
nodded and we walked together,
he dreaming of a 10-speed bike
and me, I was looking at a Yamaha
Enduro. It appeared that my circle
of life was rounding the corner in
1971

Life just didn’t get any better
for me in those days of sodas
and Sting-Rays. Newspaper boys
grow into adults and carry within
their own stories swirling in their
minds, wondering if they could
still hit the porch on their first
shot, — Eric VanRenterghem,
Mount Cory.

“come as you are” would be less
than acceptable then. The Holy
Bible was our guide and the hym-
nals were our source of singing
praises to him.

Remember when Jackson’s Fur-
niture Store on Main Street gave
to every graduating senior girl in
Findlay and the county schools
a miniature cedar chest, a hope
chest before she was married?
That little chest, after 60 years
past my graduation, still sits on my
vanity. It advertised Lane Cedar
Chests.

‘We can't forget Riverside Park.
The picnic shelters were always
busy with families celebrating
reunions of one kind or another.
Long ago, the scenic boat rides
were fun (as were) the buildings,
now gone, where we could ride
the bumper cars or roller skate
to snappy music of the day. The
kiddie pool and adult pool were
always popular, and a large crowd
invariably would turn out for band
concerts, local talent and those on
tour.

Standing along the curbs to
wait for the parades, whether for
holidays or special events, was
“the best” memory as a young

person.

Loved the floats, school bands,
displays from local organizations,
the military, and seeing the big
beautiful convertibles with signs.
The mayor and special dignitar-
ies sat on the back seat waving
to the crowd. But the best part of
the parade was the Findlay Trojan

Band, and peppy, marching
in time with the major and the
majorettes.

There was a day when park-
ing was allowed in Court Place,
a small street that circled around
the courthouse. Offices, a car deal-
ership, The Republican-Courier
were neatly tucked in that area
which led north to West Main
Cross Street.

Straight north was Broadway,
also known as The Farmer’s Park-
ing Area, always full on Friday
night when the townspeople and
country folks gathered in little
groups downtown to shop, to
reacquaint after a long week on
the farm or workplace. So many
people, so little space!

In those days, cars parked
toward the curb, not parallel. It
was not uncommon to see people
watching other people from their
cars. The 1940-50 vehicles were
something to see, hear, and ride
in.

Now, at 78, 1 still miss the
red brick streets and the stately
maple trees that lined Findlay's
streets; having a family doctor
who took time with us and cared;
when there were only two major
banks; when Montgomery Ward's
and Sear’s had thick catalogues,
plus a Christmas catalogue; when

Deep roots

1 was born in 1946 and raised
in Findlay. I left Ohio in 1972,
after graduating from the Medi-
cal College of Ohio in Toledo, and
moved to Jacksonville, Fla. It was
my intention to move back, but, as
they say, “I got sand in my shoes,”
and have lived down here since.

It has been my experience that
you can take the boy out of Ohio,
but you can't take the Ohio out of
the boy.

I have deep roots in Findlay,
visit often — was just there for
my dad's 104th birthday — and
am contemplating moving back to
wrap up my life in the next few
years.

Happy, happy celebration! T
will be back on July 4th, but will
probably miss much of it. I told
my sister to get my audiotape
from the time capsule from 1962,
if she could. What fun that would
be! — Dr. John M. Moorhead,
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
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listening to a baseball game on
my radio, sitting on the porch
was thrilling; when driving to the
Toledo Zoo and later on to the new
malls was a once-a-year happen-
ing. From Findlay to Toledo was
a long way and had to be planned
ahead.

Even though television was
beginning to appear, our family
didn't have one until 1952. Before
it took over our home, we enjoyed
records on a small record player.
Spayth's sold TVs, appliances,
records and gifts, Hagen-Rena-
ker figurines still fill my china
cupboards today. It was a special
store on Main.

Happy anniversary, Findlay!

You've provided us with unfor-
getable memories. A special trib-
ute to our forefathers who laid
out the land and began its story.
To our leaders, past and pres-
ent, providing a city that stands
honorably and vital to those who
chose to love and respect it. To
our God, who gave us his bless-
ing and showed us truth. We espe-
cially praise and give him honor.
— Lila Rose Hupsman Roszman,
Marion.

(BINDEL'S APPLIANCE |

Located in downtown Findlay
for over 44 years!

214 South Main St. » 419-422-6954
\_ Www.bindelsappliance.com )

PUT YOUR FEET IN GOOD HANDS
—— 1. Reed D.PM.

Trena Reed D.PM.
New Patients Welcome
Serving Findlay & the surrounding area since 1995.
* Foot & Ankle Surgery * General Footcare
* Diabetic/Wound Specialist  * Heel Pain .
o Sporia ey Treuimest * Sports Medicine Ankle Injury
e soine Orthotic-Quality © CA"€ for the Entire Family
oLy uwod e-Qual ot * Bunions, Corns, Warts,
Sandals for Men & Women

Ingrown Nails
714 Beech Ave.

Findlay 419-425-FEET (3336)

2001. Including 5,000 sq. ft. Broyhil

Established in 1381. Family owned and operated with 16 employees. Moved to new 40,000 sq. ft. facility in December

200 YEAIIS & .

St Gnlus Smnus!
¥
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| Furniture Showplace, 6000 sq. ft. Lane Comfort Showcase Gallery, 4000 sq. ft

greatest full line furniture selections

g Y, 50008g. f.

Remg Brolhers Furniture - 31 Years Servmg Northwest Ohio, a brief History

Rettig Brothers Furniture openad in 1981 in a small 3000 sq. ft. storefront on 830 N. Main St in Findlay, Oh
(currently occupied by ATP- Athietic Team Performance) In 1982, the company purchased a vacant 10,000 sq. ft
grocery store, completely renovated it, and enjoyed a steady business there until it moved again in 1991 (currently
occupied by The Salvation Amy). s next location was originally built as a lumber supply company, (Blanchard Valley
Supply) and with over 19,000 sq. ft. of showroom, it provided Rettig Brothers the opportunity to expand its offerings
greatly (Currently occupied by Carpet Mart). In December 2001, Rettig Brothers completed phase 1 construction of a
new 40,000 sq. f. facilty located just a quarter mile from their old location. Their new larger showroom offered their

England and Lane. Quality Amish made dinettes and bedroom groups, as well as home office products from Winners

g ¥ 9

gs Gallery. ‘

yet, with in-store galleries from famous furniture makers like, Broyhill, Flexsteel,

and anmtde In2003, phase 2

y from 40,000 to 60,000s4q. ft.

forthe third and final phase of expa willincrease the sizeto over 100,000

sqft one of Ohio's
Rettig Brothers philosophy has always been {0 offer the greatest selection of quality merchandise at the

lowest
Rettig Brothers was foundedin

it quickly.

1981y Ed, Kevin and Tony Rettig. Tony Rettig now remains as president

RETTIG

an
TEP BARs

BROTHERS =

FURNITURE
10300 US 224 West « Findlay, Ohio Call us at 419-425-4663 .

Interest Free Financing Available M/W/F 9-8; T & Th 9-6; Sat 10-5; Sun 1-5
SHOP RETTIGBROTHERSFURNITURE.COM

ILINE AT WWW.
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1940: A ‘sweet, country, tidy town’
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Located in downtown Findlay
for over 44 years!

214 South Main St. » 419-422.6954
wwaw.bindelsappliance.com
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Remembering a simpler,
family-oriented era

DnrNunny‘lltbeenmmym:ssnmlhmspokmtoymorhavc
seen you. Your love and pride for Findlay follows through in me and
my life today. My nostalgic remem| s bring a smile to my face and
allow me to reflect the special events which transpired while growing
up in Findlay in the "60s and '70s.

Some of the happiest and fondest memories were when you took me
to the State and Royal theaters. I remember admission to the movie
house on Saturday was a canned good. Sitting in the Royal Theater
with the big velvet chairs made me feel so grown up!

After enjoying a movie or a cartoon, you would take me downtown
to look in the store windows. Going into Patterson’s Department Store
and allowing me to ride the rickety, gold elevator was so special and
fun. The circular staircase was also a treat to venture down to the first
floor where you would be waiting for me.

All the workers and people you knew were all friendly and kind.
Ptoplelonklhelimelnchaund visit. As a child, this is what I remem-

Findlay memories go on and on

As my hometown celebrates its bicenten-
nial, what do I remember most about Findlay?
lmllmny'bilsmdm«u ovtrlhryears

mmmt‘“‘muﬁ"“.ﬂ‘:'.ﬁ"ri’.‘,‘:’.m

cafe ... canoe races on the Blanchard River on
7/4/75 (for our country’s bicentennial) ...
manual merry-go-round nnd the tcder-tonm
at Riverside Park ... movies (usually Disney)
on a Saturday night at The Millstream Drive-
In ... Olympic torch relay down Main Street ...
Budweiser horses trot down Tiffin Avenue...
The Dog ‘o’ Suds drive ':31 (de-coder ring
toys with every meal) ... lay High School

‘Whittier Elemenury School social ...
ous Hall Memorial Day parades

hstly 1 couldn’t forget our i ble visits to the
Dietsch’s on Saturday or after special events. It was so much fun to sit
at the soda fountain and enjoy our yummy ice cream treats. They made
the best chocolate sodas and mallow creams in the county! Even today,
it's still a pleasure to get ice cream with my children.

These were just a few special memories I experienced in Findlay.
That era in Findlay was simplistic and fa: ted. Life was very
good growing up in a smaller, friendly town. Thank you for the memo-
ries, Grandma!

In loving memory of my grandmother, Ruth Webb. — Lori Dierk-
sheide, Findlay.

Grandmother’s stories
of a one-room schoolhouse

My grandmother, Velma Fout, wrote this out for my son, Todd Bailey,
when he was in school at Van Buren 20 years ago. [ kept her letter and
wanted to share it for the bicentennial. This will give you a view of what
alchoold:ymhhhrhelmlhruﬂylm

“My first year at school, in 1907, was at the old Huber on Blanchard
Avenue. It is now the administration buil The next year [ attended
a little red school, eight miles east of Findlay. It was heated by a large
old wood stove which the teacher had to stoke often and for light we
had oil lamps on the wall. There was only one room. The teacher drove
a horse and buggy back and forth each day.

“All eight grades were seated by grades. The teacher would call each
grade, one at a time, to the front row where we would have our class.

“At recess time, we all left the building. Some of us played round
town, that is a ball game. Others just wandered around. For water, we
had a pump in the yard with a tin cup on a wire. We all drank from
the same cup.

“The teacher for punishment would shake the kids, some were quite
big and she would always grab them by their arms,

“So, one time, the older boys had misbehaved and knew they were
in trouble, the girls decided to put pins in their sleeves. The shaking
didn't last very long, but now everyone was in trouble, so they called
the school board. I don't know what was said to the boy, as I was 10
years old, but we did not do that again.

“We walked two miles to school and, in the wintertime, we would
lay down in the snow and make angels by moving our arms up and
down in the snow.

“There were no restrooms, only a small outbuilding at the back of
the lot with two holes. We carried our lunch in the tin dinner pails and
ate in the schoolhouse.

'Allhemdoﬂhe;choollemdlmuhm-lmhrwghnpk-nr.exh
child had a poem or reading to give for entertainment, then we were
homeward bound.” — Luanne Bailey, Findlay.

— %

CREDITS«UNION

... Hancock Counly Fair every fall ... annual
dachshund races and basset hound waddles ...
Findlay (Men's) Garden Club summer tours

ongoing Balloonfest and the original Ohio
Bank sponsored balloon launch at the Find-

lay Mrm (remember Planter’s Mr. Peanut

loon) .. mg at Bargain City
and Hill's Depnmnem oger Powell's
annual Easter sand u'ulplure (whﬂhrr at Riv-
erside Park or at the fairgrounds) ... ice skating
on the Blanchard River ...

Bush comes to Findlly
Main Street including the luminaries, light-
decorated fire truck, and “Rudolph” banner

across the street ... Grandma and I riding our
bihsdownthe“hill'uMmchmveOumery
.. sesquicentennial-painted fire plugs ... pimlr
Iunches with family at Riverside and River-
bend parks ... hiking and cross-country skiing
at Riverbend ... playing tennis at Rawson Park

... milkshakes, , and ice cream cones
at Dietsch’s

The mm " known as Central Junior Htgh
School ... the unpleaam smell of Centrex in
the summer air ..

Christmas on

crossing as an old-fashioned steam engine went

through town ... blimp visits Findlay airport...
Grade school field trips to Hancock Histori-

cal Museum and Little Red Schoolhouse (guide

School ... calllopc (keyboard instrument with
steam whistles) event at Riverside Park ... fish-
ing at the reservoirs with Uncle Bob and Dad
(old better than new) ... The Healing Field (of
flags) after 9/11...

D\mlun Donuts' apple fritters on Sunday
. closing up the hnux and going
inside for Fmdhy s weekly mosquito spraying

.. feeding the ducks at Riverside’s Waterside
Pavilion ... the blizzard of ‘78 — when we
walked to Great Scot down the middle of San-
dusky Street and got cherry pie because a truck

.. the ‘\u-gdxble/lmil price was stranded on West Mzin Cross...
Various out-of-b like

wars” at the corner of Bl
between The Fruit Basket and Brinkman's ...
watching Hill's Department Store’s 4th of July
fireworks display from Grandma's front

crowd pthcmu at West Sandusky's rlilmad

Rax, Lonc Star Stukhouse Ryan's, Duif’s,

ories go on and on. — Deb Oberly, Fmdlap

m'omﬁam

Your Banking Superhero!

Rural life before and after World War I

Tam llene Metzger Hoy, age 83,
My husband, Dick, lndlmllhve
on I.he farm my parents bought.
We have raised our three sons and
adopted daughter here. I'll write
what I can remember that my par-

ship, Hancock County. His parents

were farmers and farmed with

horses, which he and my mother

also did until he got his first
i tor.

He told that, in 1917, their barn
burned to the ground. They lost a
couple of horses and other cattle.
Also, that same year, his mother
died and older brother left for
World War L

Someone asked his father how
he could go through such a tragic
year and his father replied that,
in the mornings, he would try to
whistle a little louder.

My mother, Lola A. Thomas
Metzger, tells that her parents
moved into Biglick Township

she was six weeks old. Her
mother died when she was 11
years old, but was cared for by
her Aunt Cassie, who came to live
with them until she married.

half-mile south of state Route 224.

My dad took the eighth grade (for)

three years because he liked the

books and liked going to school.

0( course, they had to wall to
I can remem|

To Be.'.

Sl'lgelm .
—

telling how hard it was to walk in
the snow in the wintertime and, in
the spring, the road was so muddy.
Mom had to walk back through
the woods. She said that her first
day of school she fell over the
rail fence and her father said she
should stay home for a year. So,
the next year, they had a cousin
come and stay with lhv.'m and walk

with her through the
My mother passed lhe Boxwell
examination and then went into
Findlay to high school. Some-
times, her father took her to
Fndhy on Sundays and got her
or he would take her
to Amdlx and she would take the
interurban line that ran from Fos-
toria to Findlay. She stayed in a

ing house during the week.

rooming during 4

She told that, while she was
in high school, that because of
World War I, all the students had
to burn their German books and,
after the war was over, was
a big celebration and parade on
Main Street.

Those years she lived in Find-
lay she liked going to the

would take a boat from Main

Street to the park. llhlnlulltn)d
it was called the ‘ime boat.
She grmud from Pmdl:y High
School in 1

She md Dld were married in
1921 and she tells that when they
saved $100 between them, they
got married. Her dad gave them
a few chickens and Dad's father
gave them a cow to help them

get started. They rented for a few
years and bought their first farm
in 1925 and this is the farm where
lhcy raised my two brothers and

Tllty er acquired more land
and Dad enjoyed farming and
Mumeqoyedbemguuy-al

mom. Of course, the years were
hard going (hmgh the Depres-

OnSa!urdays. for many years,
we went to town and lhv.—y took
emandmmmlh Market
and sold. Then, hldmonqto
buygrocmuaml things we
needed.

Sundays we were always in
Sunday school and at the church
in West Independence. Monday
was wash day and Tuesdays were
spent ironing. Mom made all of my

dresses.

In the wintertime, butch-
ered a couple of a beef.
They helped Grandpa Metzger
and her aunts and uncles do their
butchering, too,

Dad died when he was 93
and Mom lived to be 95 and six
months. They are buried at the
Union Cemetery near West Inde-
pendence. — llene Metzger Hoy,

Vanlue senior trip repeated

1 was born in 1922, so I don’t
remember much until the 1930s. I
thought they were the good years.
We were a farm family, so we had
a place to live and enough to eat.

In those years, every family
had a grandparent, or relalivc.

or someone wi "
staying with them.

I never went to a one-room
school. Most of the centralized
schools had been built in Hancock
County. I think there were 11.

I started the first grade at
Vanlue in a new building
with 40 other first-graders with a
young teacher.

We must have been a subdued
bunch of children. We must have

lost quite a lot of students because
we graduated 25. A lot of students
went all 12 years there.

Our senior year, we took a
school bus to Washington, D.C.
We stayed in a nice hotel, but we
had to stay three in a bed — same
sex. Entertainment was throwing
paper bags of water out the win-
dows at other school groups.

‘We seemed to enjoy each other,
50, in 1990, we chartered a bus
and made a trip to Washington,
D.C., again, with our wives and
husbands.

Now, there are only four or
five classmates left, and I'm one,
— Grace Moyer, Findlay.

Since 1955, United Way of Hancock County has raised

$64,479,244

to improve people’'s lives.

That's what it means to celebrate a Bicentennial.
And, that’s what it means to LIVE UNITED!
To our friends and neighbors. ..

For more than fifty-six years the United Way of Hancock County has worked hand-in-hand
with you to make our community a better place to live, work and raise a family. We have
always endeavored to fulfill your expectations and assure that the resources you provided
for community services get the greatest “bang for the buck”.

Although times have changed, needs have changed, and your expectations of how we serve
our community have changed, the one thing that has not changed is our commitment to
being an effective and efficient partner with you in meeting our communities’ challenges
and striving to achieve community aspirations.

Thank you for allowing us to serve you. We are committed and dedicated to helping our
community LIVE UNITED for at least another fifty years.

.
Ow Froducts  Our Servives || ==
-
Keith G. DuVarnay
Savings Mobile Banking President & CED \ =
Regular, Youth, Senior Juternet Banking
Free Checking- Online Bill Pay
Liosiis Shared Branching
Mortgages, Vehicles, Unseeured Audio Response
Credit Cards Member Rewards/Discounts
Visa Classic and Platinum
Money Market Scholarship Opporlunilies
Fee liree Acconnt Acoess
IRA & S e ﬂ ARE
‘I'raditional, Roth, & Fdueational
Certificate of Deposit n ( 1
Accounts D

419-422-
millstreameu.com

United Way of Hancock County
LiveUnitedHancockCounty.org
419-423-1432

North Baltimore

Findlay
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Dear Nunmy: [U's been marg yeam sénce | have spuken to you or have
s you. Your kv and pride loy Findlay loliono through in mo and
y (e today. My sostalglc reonembiraaces bring o smile to my eo and
allow mr 1o reflect the special evnts which transpired while groming
up In Findlay (o the '60s and “TOr

Somo of the hapréeat and landest memnrics wero whin you took me
to he State and Royal thrters. | remember admision 1o the movie
hume oo Saterdsy woe a cannrd guod. Shting lo me Rayal Theater
with the big vehvet chuirs mads me trel wo grons ap!

Aller engeying 3 movio or o cartoun, you wouk] take mo dowotowa
to look in the sturo windows. Gelag Inte P s D Stare

Findlay memories go on and on

As my hometonn cekebratm i1s bloenten:
oial what do | rememtser ot adwut Fodlay?
1 recall enany “tite anxd pinces” over the yrars.

These recallecticms inchude:

Playtag o t golf and then
mblmx roat il at the attached

. cADOS racen 63 the Blanchard River oo
1/¢/Tﬁ(lmul.n s bicentennial) _ the
gl 0 and the toetertotien
a1 Riversade Park . owwies (osuaily Disacy)
una Suurdey oight &t The Millstream Drve-

u (Hywwl reday domn Main Stroet

branes trot deen Tillin Aveense..

and allowing me o 16dr the rickety. gold chrvator was w0 apreial and
fun. The circulas statsoase wos alio a trvat 1o vwntare down to the fint
Ooor where you would be waitiag foc me.

All the nurhers and yoa bnew were all friradly and kind.
People toak Lhe Ume ta chat aod vislt, As a child, this s what | reerme
ber.

The Dog o' Such drive up (docoder ring
toys with every mral) .. Fu High Schoo!
anxd Findlay fovtball gremen . chigped
ham sandwiches from Lawsonh _ “fabing”

game and shiedded chicken mandwiches at
Whisties EInnmx:lJ social . ommes-
Hall tal Day paraden

om

Lastly, [ coubdn forget cuor | be visits to the
Dittact's on Sutmday or aftes spreial evente. It was 2o much fun to sit
! the soda leamtaln aodd rojoy ooy yummy bro crram trrata. They made
the beat chorolate sothas and mallow crenms (o Uhe county! Even today,
s il & pheasesre (o get ke craum with my children,

Three nyre @t o low sprcial memorion | mperireoad [n Findlsy.
That ero in Findlsy was stmplistic ond Linilyariroted. Life was wey
good groming up in o soxlier, [ricnsdly tonn, R':n)mlm the meme-
tien, Graeelma!

[0 lorring mcmoty of oy grandmotber, Rath Webb, — Lord Dierd-
therde, Findlag.

Grandmother’s stories
of a one-room schoolhouse

My randmother, Vidma Foat. wrote Uiy out for a2y son. Todd Ralley,
whro be mas in echool 8t Voo Noren 20 yoarn aga. | kept bre letter and
winted to share i for the bicenaennial Y‘xh-m hve you o view of what
o school day was e for ber in the carly 1900;.

“My first yoas at schood, in 1907, was ot lbnﬁ Hobare on Blanchard
Aweoue. 18 b now the sdminiaration toildiag. The rext year | sttended
a litle red school, eight miles cust of Flodley, It was beated by o lage
old wood stove which the teacher hud 10 stoke oftrn acd for light we
had ofl 3 00 the wall. Thero was coly coe room. The trecher droe
0 horse and bagey tack and b each day.

“All eight graden were seated by gredes. The teocher would call cach
grade, one a1 0 tims. 10 the (ront row whero we noakd have oar clase.

“M recess tiane, wo all left the buildiag. Some of ed roennd
tomn, that ke a tall gamr. Othres just nandrred around woter, ne
had a pump (0 the yard with o ta cup on o wire. We all drank from
the Rame coap.

“The toacher for t;nuldunnﬂ wuukd shake the kids, rewo wero guite
big and she woold shways grob them by their arms.

“Sa, coe time. the oider bayn had misbriuved aod know ¢
in tromble, the girle drcided to pet puan 1o their sbreves, The
dida last very bat e evvryune wos in trosble, 10 they ol
tho achood board. | dual know what was aald 10 the bory, as | woz 10
youro old, but we did et do 1hat agaln.

*We wallzd two mileo to school and, in the wintertime, ao nookd
Ly dumn la the soos and make aagels by morlag our aren o and
domn (0 Lhe s,

“Three were po testroomy, caly o amall ostbeiliag at the back of
the lot with ta bolrs. Wo carrind our lasch (o the tlo dianrr pufle and
ote in the eo e,

"t the el of the school term, all cur Lamilies broaght a phrnk, coch
child had 2 potm or radiog to ghve for emertzinencot. then we were
bomeaan bouml.” — Luonae Baley, Findlog,
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w Hancock Coonty Falr every Ll .
dachadverd races and basset hosnd woddhn
Firuflay (Meah) Garden Club samener taurn
- oagulag and the ariginal Obio
[Lmhpunwnd balloon Lunch at the Find-

Lay Alrport (resermber Planter'n Mr. Poosst

Wmnmum ;um 5 Iurpm 0"

armmal Eastes sand sculpaze (-bﬂhu a8 ltn\
exidde Park o7 ot the Ginrrosnds) . fce shating
om the Blanchard River

Bosh comes to Fladlay .. Christmas oo
Maln Street tochediag the luminarirn, Bedes
decorated fire trock, and "Ry " hanore
scrom tho street .. Gracdsna and | riding wur
briken et thoe "hill” 21 M Grove Ceartery

rntennial punted fize plapy —

lunches witd Lamily 91 Rivesside arsd
bend packs . hiding aced crine-coumnry nkisng
at Riverhend . playing teants 2t Ravsan Park
— milksbaken, sendae. 00d koo cream cones
o1 Dietschs

The mut knomn as Central Jasior High
debﬂ = Mm sl o /('Zmun @
tho awmnre air — the v it price
wars” 3 the cormy of Dl rdaMSu::ﬂy
betoern The Fruit Basket and Brinkenan®
numllm Departimmt \lurmunnnu},

e (roes "’ 2k

crond grbrring ot West Sendmby’s nibud

4 N g £

trough tonn . Himmg s tuts Frafley airport .

Grawdo achaol fiele trips to Hancock Histri-
2l Mmrum azed Lintle Red Schocihouie

Schoal . cafliope (deybound tnstromrms with
steaen whistles) evess a2 Rivorsiche Park . fsb-
ing 3¢ the resemvoirs with Unclo Bod oad Dad
(odd brivee than arw) — The Healiag Field (of
Dags) aftes 011

Denkin’ Domsts’ apple Gritters an Suemlay
awiniags — dasing up the beane and going
inshiSe for Findley's weekdy mowgaito spraying
— treding the duckn at Roversade’s Wateride
Pavilion . the birrard of ‘75 — wben we
walked 1o Grvat Scot domn the middlo of San-
crnky Strewt aad i cherry pae beasme o trock
was strended oo Weat Mais Crose...

Varices cut-ofbusineos reatsuranto like
Rar. Looe Star Steabhone, Ryany, Dulls,
Ponderosa. Boainza. and Froather _. swim-
oing bneome ot Rbveratde Park . aed the mme
orien o oa aod oo — Ded Oberly, Findlap.

Your Banking Superhero!
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Internet Banldng
Shared Branching
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Money Market Scholarship Opporlunilics
Foo Froe Acrount Ao
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Rural life before and after World War 1

1 am Peoe Metoxer Hoy, age 83
My hushand. Dich. and 1 mu live
an the Larm my wmu bought.
We have ol

Lelling bow hard it sras to walk {0
Lhe w5 the wAertime and, i
e sgmring. the ruad was so ey,

adepted dsaghter beve. M write
wint ] cap reememntbzer that ey pare
eoin told me.

My tather, Meeritt B. Metager,
s barn in 1896 in k Toan-
ship. Hancock Coanty. I pareate
were larmers and larmed with
borsea, which be and cay sotter
alto did until be got his first

mich tractor.

e todd that. in 1917, their tamn
bureed to the ground. They lost 3
coapde of horeen and othes catlle.

Also. that same ywar. his mother
died ond older brother lell lor
Warld War L

Seenrone asbed his (athee bow

ho could go through wh o tragic
Eﬁl and bis tather replied Lhat,

the memnings, be woudd try to
witistle o little kogsder.

My motber, Lola A. Thomas
Metagee, tells that her parcals
moved into Diglick Township
whro she nas six weeks bl Her
muiber died when abe wos 11
pearn old. but was cored (ot by

Aunt Caswe, who came o e
with them waill she mntkd.

HBeth my parcats ottended
<E;a rﬁD.:

hll}mﬂr south of atate Rowte 224,

My dad took the eighth grade (for)

thive yrars becsme br liked the

boaiks and Hed going to wchool.

Of course, they hed to walk to
aod | can remrmber thre

Services

Hmore

North sl

A4 1o walk tuck Unvegh
the woods. She aabd thet ber first
of tchool abe (ell ez the
rall froce and bes Giber eald she
should stay home fos a year. So,
the asat yvar, they bad 2 cmnia
cosoe and sy with thesn and salk
with her through the wosds

My amther passed the Bovaed]
canminstion and thto wen! (010
Findlay to high school. Same
times, ber father took her to
Findlay on Suedays and ot ber
vo P of he wueld Lake ber
o Arvadia and sbo wasld Lake the
Interuerbun tow that rao lrem Foa
toris to Findlay. She atmed o a
roosiag banso during the weck.

She 1o} that, while sbe was
in bigh schecl. that brvame of
World War L afl the students had
(o tezn their Germas books ard,
aftew the war ws over. there way
a big cclelwativn and parode oo
Main Sereet.

Thone yoars obe lived i Fiod:
%ﬂh\' likzd 10 the

2 boat from Maln
Street to the park | think abo naid
11 wan culled the Past Tlior boat.
She graduated trom Findlay High
Sehoal in 1919,

Ske and Dad were married in
1921 and abe tells that wheo they
saved 5100 betuven them, they
fot married. Her dad gave (hem
o few chicians and Dads Lather
gave them o cow 1o belp them

et s2arted. They reoted for o fow
yearn and hought their fine Lrm
0 1025 and this & the L wbere
lbq raned tay two brothrro and

‘l’h-,' ¢ aoquited emore bhod
and Dad enjoyed larming aed
e
motn. Of course. !hem:nm
hard paing throagh U
akon.

Oon Satandayy, for many years,
we wyn! (o lonn and U tock
o aned croarn to the City
and eold. Then, abe bhed omeey to
m{mmmwmmﬂpuv

Suedayn we nere alomn (o
\.d.v wchoo) and 2 the chwrch
s Weat Indepradeose. Moaday
was wash day sosd Tomsdays were

trumteag. Moen masbo all of my

1a the sistertime, butch-
eved 3 congde of hog and 3 brel.
belped Grosdps Metoger
and annts and azcles do thrir
batcheriag. too.
Dad died when be was 93
and Mam ived to be 95 snd six

Vanlue senior trip repeated

1 was bor in 1922, 20 | don
remumoters aach ontd the 1900, 1
thuaght they were the good gnars.
We wese o farm taemdly, so wo had
a phace to livw and encugh toeat.

in thmo e, cvery famfy
had 5 gro onl. or relathve,
o 1umruse who a bome,
staying with thrm.

1 orvor wemt to & coetoom
schoal. Mont of the oratralized
schools hisd boen buib io Hancock
Connty. | think there were 11,

1 olarted the fine grade a1
Vanlse Scheol i 8 osw building
with 40 other fintgrzders with o
young 1eacher.

We amn have been a sebdard
bunch of chisren. We tmmd hane

los gsite s [of of stadrats bocame
wo gradaated 25 A ko of dodmto
wees all 12 yraro there.

Qor senior 3var. we took a
wchoo! bus to Washington. D.C.
We stayed in a nire botel. bot we
had to azay three in o bed — same
e Entertatzanem? was throwing
paper bage of water out the win-
Sown 2t othey schoal groaps.

We oeemied to eogey cach other,
20, in 1950, we chartered & bos
3nd made o Urip to Washingloa,
DL, again, with oor wives and
banbands.

Now. there are only four or
Gve clammenaten keft. and Mo cor.
— Grure Moger, Fiodlay.

Sincesely,

Keith G. Do\ernzy
President 8 CZ0

Since 1955, United Way of Hancock County has raised

$64,479,244

10 improve people’s lives.

That's what it means to celebrate a Bicentennial.
And, that’s what it means to LIVE UNITED!
To cur Iriends and neiphbors...

For mare than fifty-so years the Uaited Way of Hancock Ceunty bas woeked hand-in-hand
wilh yoo 10 make owr communily b belles place to e, werk and raise 3 famidy, We have
always endeavered (o lulfill your expectations and assure thal the resources yoo provided
for community senices gat the greatest “bang for the buck™.

Although times have changed. nseds have changed. and your expsciations of bom we senve
our communily have changed. the ene thing that has not changed s our commitment lo
being an effectve and efficient pariner wilth you (n meeling cur communilies’ challenges
and steiving 1o actueve community aspiraticns,

Thand you for alloning us lo sene you. We are committed and dedicated to baiping our
community UVE UIATED lor at least another fifty years.

ISy

LIVE UNITED.
United

Way

United Way of Hancock County
LUveUnitedHancockCounty.org
4184231432
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-;;5 ’ ¥ We share a history and a future together in Findlay.
~* . Thanks for providing a great place to live and grow.
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