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Wildebraam Strikes GOLD at SA National
Preserve Championships – 10 x over!
At Wildebraam Berry Estate, we believe true quality begins long before a jar reaches the table. 

It starts with passion, patience, dedication and the expertise of the people who craft every preserve by hand.

This year, we’re immensely proud to

share that Wildebraam Berry Estate has

been awarded ten Gold Awards at the

South African National Preserve

Championships. These awards are a

tribute to the skill and artistry of our

cooks, who have poured years of

dedication into perfecting each recipe.

Every preserve is the result of countless

hours of careful craftsmanship, and today

we stand proudly, knowing that this has

been recognized on a national level. But

this achievement isn’t ours alone.

W I L D E B R A A M  •  B E R R Y  E S T A T E

F O O D I E  F R I D A Y  •  W I L D E B R A A M  E S T A T E  •  H E R M I T A G E  V A L L E YF O O D I E  F R I D A Y  •  W I L D E B R A A M  E S T A T E  •  H E R M I T A G E  V A L L E Y

We’re proud to bring home these gold

awards for Swellendam. It means so

much to showcase the talent and quality

rooted here. This recognition belongs to

every member of the Wildebraam family,

from our dedicated kitchen team, to

management, to front of house and to all

behind the scenes who work tirelessly to

achieve the highest standards.

Thank you to our loyal customers and the

Swellendam community. Your support

makes achievements like this possible,

and we look forward to continuing to

craft preserves that make both our

customers and our community proud.

https://www.wildebraam.co.za/shop/


Just two kilometres outside Swellendam on the R60,
The Cheese Shop is that easy, proudly‐local stop
where platter dreams begin. Shelves stacked with
creamy, bold, crumbly and beautifully crafted cheeses
from our region make it a favourite for anyone who
loves good flavour and thoughtful sourcing.

If you’re building a platter this weekend, think blue
with pears and walnuts, camembert with warm bread
and a drizzle of olive oil, or a sharp hard cheese
paired with grapes and a spoon of Wildebraam jam..

Just two kilometres outside Swellendam on the R60,
The Cheese Shop is that easy, proudly‑local stop
where platter dreams begin. Shelves stacked with
creamy, bold, crumbly and beautifully crafted cheeses
from our region make it a favourite for anyone who
loves good flavour and thoughtful sourcing.

If you’re building a platter this weekend, think blue
with pears and walnuts, camembert with warm bread
and a drizzle of olive oil, or a sharp hard cheese
paired with grapes and a spoon of Wildebraam jam..

Locals love us because we’re
close enough for a quick
pop‑in, yet just far enough
outside town to feel like a
treat
 Fresh breads, Wildebraam
favourites, pantry essentials and
a few irresistible comforts; all
waiting for you daily.

 A PERFECT STOP FOR SWELLENDAM RESIDENTS 
WHO KNOW GOOD FLAVOUR IS NEVER FAR FROM HOME.



Las t  Chance  T o  nom ina t e  s omeone  f o r  t h i s  'Remarkab l e  Women '  s e r i e s ,  
 CL I CK HERE :    NOM I NA T E

I m a g i n e  g o i n g  t o  a  p a r t y  w i t h  t h i s  l o t !

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/remarkable-women
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REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM: 
Carol Ann Podd
By Lyra of Swellendam — Ginger Chronicler of
Human Kindness,
Some humans carry light quietly, and
Swellendam is fortunate that Carol
Ann Podd chose to shine hers here.
Born in London in 1946, Carol’s life
has been a tapestry of learning,
teaching, travelling and creating —
stitched together with curiosity,
compassion and a steady willingness
to serve her community.
From Zambia to Chicago,
Johannesburg to Swellendam, Carol
gathered experiences the way cats
gather sunbeams: deliberately,
gratefully, and with an eye for the
interesting. 
She taught children, researched
history, championed environmental
education, painted, gardened,
crafted, and helped conceptualise
the original Swellendam Alive
project long before the town
realised how much it needed such
energy.
But it is her work in heritage that
has left pawprints across
Swellendam. As Secretary, Chair
and long time guiding spirit of the
Swellendam Heritage Association,
Carol helped restore stories,
structures and spaces that might
otherwise have faded. 
The Mayville Rose Garden, the
Sugar Bridge efforts, the Treasures
of Swellendam publication, blue
plaques, symposiums, archives —
her quiet leadership strengthened
the bones of this town. Lyra

And then, of course, there is her
legendary service to the Bowls
Club, where along with all her
achievements she bravely
mentored the Swellengram
Business League team for three
consecutive years. Under her
patient coaching, the team rose
triumphantly from last to second
last — a feat I consider nothing
short of miraculous. (I have seen
these humans play. Carol deserves
a medal. Or at least a very large
cake.)
Today, Carol turns 80, sharing her
birthday with the beloved writer
Maria Elizabeth Rothmann. It will
be her first without Mike, whose
absence is felt deeply. Yet Carol
remains a gentle, gracious
presence — loved by her
community, adored by her at
Bogan, and admired by this ginger
chronicler.
A remarkable woman indeed



REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM: 
M.E.R
By Lyra of Swellendam,  Great Great Grandkit of Mevrou Mierkat

MER is one of Swellendam’s most
luminous literary figures, but textbooks
forget that she shared her home, her
writing desk, and occasionally her
breakfast with Mevrou Mierkat, who
passed down her stories through the
Ginger Line until they reached me. So
allow me, Lyra, to correct the record.

Lyra

Humans like to pretend history is written by
people. Adorable. In truth, much of South Africa’s
literary heritage was shaped by paws — specifically
those of Mevrou Mierkat, the sleek, sharp‑eyed
Swellendam cat who lived alongside Maria
Elizabeth Rothmann (M.E.R.), born on 28 August
1875 — a date I naturally celebrate, as it is also the
birthday of my human’s friend Carol Podd

MER was born right here in
Swellendam, long before humans
invented Wi‑Fi or the Flip Book. She
was among the first South African
women to attend university — a fact
Mevrou Mierkat often bragged about
while sitting directly on MER’s lecture
notes. MER earned her B.A. at the
South African College (now UCT), then
taught in Johannesburg,
Grahamstown and finally back home. 
Humans say she married a school
principal in 1902 and had two
children, Koos and Anna (also a
writer). Mevrou Mierkat says the
marriage ended because MER
preferred cats to principals. Entirely
plausible.

Her writing career began in 1918 in the
Lowveld, but blossomed at Die
Boerevrou and later Die Burger, where
she became the first woman editor.
Mevrou Mierkat claims she edited
several articles herself by walking across
the page at crucial moments. Again —
plausible..

MER helped found the Voortrekkers
youth movement, served on theCarnegie
Commission, travelled the country
investigating social issues, and even
visited the United States on a Carnegie
grant. She collected awards the way I
collect compliments: Hertzog Prize
(1953), Scheepersprys vir Jeugliteratuur
(1961), Tienie Holloway medal (1970). Two
honorary doctorates followed, because
humans need paperwork to confirm
brilliance.
She lived to 100, passing away ten days
after her birthday at her home Kom
nader — a name Mevrou Mierkat insists
was inspired by her habit of summoning
MER for snacks.
MER’s writing was known for its ethical,
didactic, culturally rich portrayal of a
bygone Afrikaans world. But what made
her stories truly special was her uncanny
ability to portray animals — dogs, farm
creatures, and yes, cats — with realism
and empathy. Mevrou Mierkat assures
me she provided all the emotional
research.
So today, on MER’s birthday, I honour
not only a remarkable Swellendam
woman, but also the forgotten feline who
shaped her imagination. Without Mevrou
Mierkat, MER might still have been
brilliant — but far less accurate about
cats.

Accuracy, as you know, is everything



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022
https://www.facebook.com/swellendamspca




CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES IN SWELLENDAM! 
We’re putting together goodie bags for Bev Missing's upcoming

‘Newcomers to Swellendam’ event and would love to include local
businesses and services.

If you would like to introduce your business to newcomers, please send or
drop off business cards, flyers, brochures, vouchers or any promotional

information you’d like us to include @ 23 Auge street. 

Let’s give our newcomers a warm welcome while showcasing the
wonderful local businesses that make Swellendam so special! 💚

Please contact  078 367 9362 if you’d like to participate.





Hello Spring.Hello Spring.  
Hello First Friday.Hello First Friday.  
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From 5PM onwardsFrom 5PM onwards
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FIRST FRIDAY | HELLO SPRING!FIRST FRIDAY | HELLO SPRING!

Spring has arrived in Swellendam, and we're celebrating withSpring has arrived in Swellendam, and we're celebrating with
another First Friday on Friday, 4 September!another First Friday on Friday, 4 September!
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Spring has arrived in Swellendam, and we're celebrating with
another First Friday on Friday, 4 September!

As the days get longer and the town starts to bloom, come out As the days get longer and the town starts to bloom, come out and enjoy anand enjoy an
evening of local shops, restaurants, galleries, live music, good food, drinks andevening of local shops, restaurants, galleries, live music, good food, drinks and

plenty of reasons to explore town.plenty of reasons to explore town.

As the days get longer and the town starts to bloom, come out and enjoy an
evening of local shops, restaurants, galleries, live music, good food, drinks and

plenty of reasons to explore town.
First Friday is about bringing our community together, supportingFirst Friday is about bringing our community together, supporting

local businesses and enjoying everything that makes Swellendam suchlocal businesses and enjoying everything that makes Swellendam such
a special place to live, visit and explore.a special place to live, visit and explore.

First Friday is about bringing our community together, supporting
local businesses and enjoying everything that makes Swellendam such

a special place to live, visit and explore.

Bring your friends, get out into town and make an evening of it.Bring your friends, get out into town and make an evening of it.Bring your friends, get out into town and make an evening of it.

https://www.instagram.com/first_friday_swellendam/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/first_friday_swellendam/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/first_friday_swellendam/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/first_friday_swellendam/?hl=en
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CLICK TO READ

https://swellengram.aflip.in/SBC-kids-2-water-world#page/1
https://swellengram.aflip.in/SBC-kids-2-water-world#page/1
https://swellengram.aflip.in/SBC-kids-2-water-world#page/1
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Some Enchanted Evening: 
A Garden Route Recital Tour

Music lovers along the Garden
Route are in for an exceptional treat
this September as three celebrated
South African artists join forces for
a week‑long recital tour. From 14–
20 September 2026, soprano Lynelle
Kenned, baritone William Berger,
and pianist Elna van der Merwe will
present Some Enchanted Evening, a
programme that blends operatic
favourites, golden‑age musical
theatre, and beloved Afrikaans
songs

The tour includes six performances
across Knysna, George, Oudtshoorn,
Mossel Bay, Swellendam, and
Napier, hosted in a mix of historic
churches and distinctive local
venues such as the Karoo Ostrich
Emporium and Olyfkrans College.
Audiences can expect music from
Mozart, Bizet, and Puccini,
alongside classics from South
Pacific, The Wizard of Oz, and West
Side Story.

Lynelle Kenned, an award‑winning
soprano, is known for her work on
stage and screen, with standout
roles in West Side Story and The
Sound of Music. Her career includes
collaborations with major
orchestras and recognition through
the Fleur du Cap Theatre Award,
Fiësta Award, Naledi Theatre Award,
and Woordtrofee.

Internationally acclaimed baritone
William Berger brings a global
pedigree to the tour. A graduate of the
Royal Academy of Music in London, he
has performed at leading opera houses
worldwide. His recordings include
Hommage à Trois, Insomnia: A
Nocturnal Voyage in Song, and Duet,
and his accolades range from the
Lucerne Festival Prize to the Cape
Town Theatre Award.













HA!MAN
Magical Cello Concert

Also with virtuouso (and spontaneous)
keyboard, voice, flutes, movement and words -

with virtual orchestral accompaniments!

Sat 5 Sept 2026 | 19h00 | Wildebraam Berry Estate
S4, Hermitage Valley, Bethel St, Swellendam, 6740

R150 |  Bring your own picnic basket and refreshments
BOOK WITH NATALIE 0813270943  INFO@WILDEBRAAM.COZA

"From a grand orchestral cellist to a mad man ..
A perfect balance of classical artfulness and playful inspiration"

For more, visit www.hamanworld.com

https://www.hamanworld.com/


https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27






Wrought Iron

https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


Note: Gas Braai has a powder coated grey lid (not Stainless Steel as pictured)

Key Features:

• 6 Cast-Iron Burners & 2 Porcelain-Coated Grills

• 1 Flat/Ribbed Griddle & 2 Lava-Rock Baskets
• Spark Rotary Ignition, Warming Rack
• Powder Coated Grey Lid with Temperature Gauge

https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


KEY FEATURES:

• LED digital display panel (scan, speed, calorie, time, distance)

• 6 kg flywheel, adjustable handlebar & seat

• Supports up to 150 kg user weight

• Ideal for indoor fitness, stamina, weight management



https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary

Humans,

August has arrived, and with it comes one

of  my favourite annual observances:

Simplify Your Life Week — a noble

tradition in which you finally admit that your

homes contain too many things, most of

which are not tuna.

This week encourages you to declutter your

surroundings, calm your minds, and release

anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I,

personally, spark joy. Your collection of

mismatched Tupperware does not.

Simplify Your Life Week

Lyra’s Official Simplification

Principles

If  it’s broken, bin it.

If  you don’t need it, sell it

If  you don’t use it, sell it

If  it’s ugly, donate it.

If  it’s sentimental, keep it.

If  it’s tuna, give it to me.

As a cat of  Buffeljags with refined tastes and a

deep understanding of  human chaos, I feel it

is my civic duty to guide you through this

sacred week of  simplification.

But let’s be clear: decluttering isn’t just about

tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space.

Every object you cling to whispers a demand

— dust me, move me, remember me — until

your brain resembles a storage unit. When you

let go of  the unnecessary, you make room for

thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a

sunbeam.

Humans often underestimate the serenity of

emptiness. A clear shelf  is not a void; it’s a

promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s

potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is

not clutter; it’s art.

This week is not only about clearing

cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind.

Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and

any human who says “I’ll pop in quickly” but

stays for three hours.

And let me  remind you of  the ultimate

tool for Simplify Your Life Week — the

SELLAGRAM.

https://nationaltoday.com/simplify-your-life-week/
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


USEFUL
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VETS & PETS
Wildlife Rescue First Responders:

VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Ross Soller: 060 367 8880 or Vicky Dreyer: 076 282 2219
Thomas Blom: 079 170 4843
Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy: 077 422 6980

John Mong:  071 833 9613
Russel Perks: 072 338 4033
Amy Mocke: 084 581 3526

SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:

Hermitage Vet: Lize Venter 028 007 0065 / 067 459 2438
Swellendam Dierehospitaal:  Dr Zelna Fourie, Adriaan Coetzee 028 514 1193
Oakhurst Animal Clinic: Marlia de Wet 028 514 1078

Carmen Stuart: 083 787 5376 or SBC 077422 6980
CHAMELEONS:

SPCA 
 028 514 2083
DOG GROOMING 
Snuf Snaf Doggy Parlour:  072 327 1050





Swellendam has always thrived on

neighbourly connection — the kind

that happens across counters, front

gardens, and familiar shop doors. In

recent years, this connection has

deepened through Local WhatsApp

Groups, where neighbours join their

specific community and interest groups.

This is where trust truly lies — in

people you know. 

Every business here, from the

long‑standing family enterprises to the

newest one‑person ventures, carries a

story worth hearing. And when those

stories are shared, something remarkable

happens: people find exactly what they

didn’t know they were looking for.

Some might jokingly call it a shill

moment when a business receives a

little extra attention, but the truth is

softer. Swellendam responds to

authenticity. People trust

recommendations that come from lived

experience, not slogans. When a service

is reliable, kind, and rooted in the

community, mentioning it isn’t

promotion — it’s neighbourly

encouragement.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHATTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE

(THE POWER OF LOCAL)

Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the

years. A small mention of  a plumber who

arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker

whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle

highlight of  a therapist, tutor, or

gardener — and suddenly residents begin

to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.”

It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern

sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s

deserved.

Local businesses are the backbone of  this

town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken,

feed what’s hungry, and keep life running

smoothly. When residents choose them,

they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship,

and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram

includes them in the newsletter, it’s never

about hype — it’s about helping the right

people find each other.

In a world full of  noise, Swellendam still

listens closely. Now, with Swellengram

available not only by email but also on

WhatsApp, its reach extends even further

into these trusted local networks.

Sometimes all a good business needs is a

quiet nudge in the right direction.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature


https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/chptr1-2%20%20Part%201
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Murder-in-the-Vineyard-Chapters3-4
https://swellengram.aflip.in/murder-in-the-vineyard-part-3
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature
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	Wildebraam Strikes GOLD at SA National Preserve Championships – 10 x over!
	At Wildebraam Berry Estate, we believe true quality begins long before a jar reaches the table.
	It starts with passion, patience, dedication and the expertise of the people who craft every preserve by hand.
	This year, we’re immensely proud to share that Wildebraam Berry Estate has been awarded ten Gold Awards at the South African National Preserve Championships. These awards are a tribute to the skill and artistry of our cooks, who have poured years of dedication into perfecting each recipe. Every preserve is the result of countless hours of careful craftsmanship, and today we stand proudly, knowing that this has been recognized on a national level. But this achievement isn’t ours alone.
	We’re proud to bring home these gold awards for Swellendam. It means so much to showcase the talent and quality rooted here. This recognition belongs to every member of the Wildebraam family, from our dedicated kitchen team, to management, to front of house and to all behind the scenes who work tirelessly to achieve the highest standards.
	Thank you to our loyal customers and the Swellendam community. Your support makes achievements like this possible, and we look forward to continuing to craft preserves that make both our customers and our community proud.
	FOODIE FRIDAY • WILDEBRAAM ESTATE • HERMITAGE VALLEY


	A PERFECT STOP FOR SWELLENDAM RESIDENTS
	WHO KNOW GOOD FLAVOUR IS NEVER FAR FROM HOME.
	Imagine going to a party with this lot!
	CLICK HERE:   NOMINATE
	REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM:
	Carol Ann Podd


	Lyra
	REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM:
	M.E.R
	Humans like to pretend history is written by people. Adorable. In truth, much of South Africa’s literary heritage was shaped by paws — specifically those of Mevrou Mierkat, the sleek, sharp‑eyed Swellendam cat who lived alongside Maria Elizabeth Rothmann (M.E.R.), born on 28 August 1875 — a date I naturally celebrate, as it is also the birthday of my human’s friend Carol Podd
	MER is one of Swellendam’s most luminous literary figures, but textbooks forget that she shared her home, her writing desk, and occasionally her breakfast with Mevrou Mierkat, who passed down her stories through the Ginger Line until they reached me. So allow me, Lyra, to correct the record.
	MER helped found the Voortrekkers youth movement, served on theCarnegie Commission, travelled the country investigating social issues, and even visited the United States on a Carnegie grant. She collected awards the way I collect compliments: Hertzog Prize (1953), Scheepersprys vir Jeugliteratuur (1961), Tienie Holloway medal (1970). Two honorary doctorates followed, because humans need paperwork to confirm brilliance.
	MER was born right here in Swellendam, long before humans invented Wi‑Fi or the Flip Book. She was among the first South African women to attend university — a fact Mevrou Mierkat often bragged about while sitting directly on MER’s lecture notes. MER earned her B.A. at the South African College (now UCT), then taught in Johannesburg, Grahamstown and finally back home.
	Humans say she married a school principal in 1902 and had two children, Koos and Anna (also a writer). Mevrou Mierkat says the marriage ended because MER preferred cats to principals. Entirely plausible.
	She lived to 100, passing away ten days after her birthday at her home Kom nader — a name Mevrou Mierkat insists was inspired by her habit of summoning MER for snacks.
	MER’s writing was known for its ethical, didactic, culturally rich portrayal of a bygone Afrikaans world. But what made her stories truly special was her uncanny ability to portray animals — dogs, farm creatures, and yes, cats — with realism and empathy. Mevrou Mierkat assures me she provided all the emotional research.
	Her writing career began in 1918 in the Lowveld, but blossomed at Die Boerevrou and later Die Burger, where she became the first woman editor. Mevrou Mierkat claims she edited several articles herself by walking across the page at crucial moments. Again — plausible..
	So today, on MER’s birthday, I honour not only a remarkable Swellendam woman, but also the forgotten feline who shaped her imagination. Without Mevrou Mierkat, MER might still have been brilliant — but far less accurate about cats.


	Lyra
	Accuracy, as you know, is everything

	CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES IN SWELLENDAM!
	FIRST FRIDAY | HELLO SPRING!
	Hello Spring.
	Hello First Friday.
	Friday, 4 September Swellendam
	From 5PM onwards

	CLICK TO READ
	CAlendar of events
	Some Enchanted Evening:
	A Garden Route Recital Tour
	HA!MAN
	Magical Cello Concert
	Also with virtuouso (and spontaneous) keyboard, voice, flutes, movement and words - with virtual orchestral accompaniments!
	Sat 5 Sept 2026 | 19h00 | Wildebraam Berry Estate
	BOOK WITH NATALIE 0813270943  INFO@WILDEBRAAM.COZA


	Wrought Iron
	Key Features:
	• 6 Cast-Iron Burners & 2 Porcelain-Coated Grills
	• 1 Flat/Ribbed Griddle & 2 Lava-Rock Baskets
	• Spark Rotary Ignition, Warming Rack
	• Powder Coated Grey Lid with Temperature Gauge

	KEY FEATURES:
	Simplify Your Life Week
	Humans,
	Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles

	USEFUL NUMBERS
	VETS & PETS
	VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:
	WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS
	SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:
	CHAMELEONS:
	SPCA
	DOG GROOMING

	(THE POWER OF LOCAL)
	Swellendam has always thrived on neighbourly connection — the kind that happens across counters, front gardens, and familiar shop doors. In recent years, this connection has deepened through Local WhatsApp Groups, where neighbours join their specific community and interest groups. This is where trust truly lies — in people you know.
	Every business here, from the long‑standing family enterprises to the newest one‑person ventures, carries a story worth hearing. And when those stories are shared, something remarkable happens: people find exactly what they didn’t know they were looking for.
	Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the years. A small mention of a plumber who arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle highlight of a therapist, tutor, or gardener — and suddenly residents begin to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.” It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s deserved.
	Some might jokingly call it a shill moment when a business receives a little extra attention, but the truth is softer. Swellendam responds to authenticity. People trust recommendations that come from lived experience, not slogans. When a service is reliable, kind, and rooted in the community, mentioning it isn’t promotion — it’s neighbourly encouragement.
	Local businesses are the backbone of this town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken, feed what’s hungry, and keep life running smoothly. When residents choose them, they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship, and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram includes them in the newsletter, it’s never about hype — it’s about helping the right people find each other.
	In a world full of noise, Swellendam still listens closely. Now, with Swellengram available not only by email but also on WhatsApp, its reach extends even further into these trusted local networks. Sometimes all a good business needs is a quiet nudge in the right direction.


