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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Immigrants Rising Community,

When | graduated from Fresno State with a degree in mathematics in 2009, | was undocumented and had
no roadmap for what came next. Like so many undocumented college graduates at the time, | had earned

my degree but had few opportunities to use it. | enrolled in graduate school in New York, but when | ran out
of money, | had no choice but to return home. For a while, | mowed lawns with my dad. Then | moved to the
Bay Area alone—no family, no friends, no connections—and pieced together whatever work | could find on
Craigslist: tutoring, event coordination, waitressing, bartending. Most of it had nothing to do with my degree,
but it kept me going while | searched for a future that felt just out of reach.

What came next was Immigrants Rising.

In 2010, | came to the organization as someone looking for resources, and | ended up writing one. The Life
After College Guide—the first resource | ever created—came out of interviews with undocumented students
and college graduates who were doing
extraordinary things in education, law,
medicine, and business. Listening to
those stories became a healing process
for me, too. They reminded me that

our futures could be bigger than the
barriers placed before us. In the years
that followed, | completed my Ph.D.

as a DACA recipient, built a career
dedicated to expanding opportunity

for undocumented communities, and
eventually returned to lead the very
organization that first believed in me.
That's what Immigrants Rising has
always done: transformed the search for
answers into a movement of possibility.
You come looking for a guide and end
up becoming one.

lliana with her family at her M.A. graduation
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A lliana celebrates the culmination of her Ph.D. in Education Policy,
&n surrounded by her family and loved ones

This year marks 20 years of Immigrants Rising. |

now have the incredible privilege of leading and
celebrating this organization. What began as
scholarship support for undocumented students in
the Bay Area has grown into a thriving community
that has empowered hundreds of thousands of
undocumented people to pursue higher education,
launch businesses, advance their careers, and lead
movements for change. We watched scholars become
entrepreneurs, students become advocates, and
participants become the leaders who now sit on our
board and run our programs. Nothing captures our
twenty-year journey more powerfully than this full-
circle moment. Our community has always been the
engine of this work, and this impact report celebrates
not only what we accomplished this year, but the
extraordinary legacy we have built together—and the
future we are creating together.

As you explore these pages, you'll not only find the
impact of Fiscal Year 2026, but also a timeline that
reflects two decades of innovation, advocacy, and
community leadership. It is a reminder that every
program, campaign, and resource we have built rests
on the vision and courage of undocumented people
who refused to accept the status quo.

Fiscal Year 2026 was another hostile year for
undocumented immigrants. The political environment
continued to create uncertainty and barriers, testing
our resilience at every turn. Yet, as we have done

for twenty years, we refused to wait for permission
to persist, create, lead, or advocate. Instead, we
strengthened partnerships, expanded opportunities,
and continued investing in the brilliance of our
community.

As we celebrate where we've been, we're also

looking ahead. This year, we launched our Strategic
Plan for 2026-2028 and the California Blueprint

for Immigrant Socioeconomic Prosperity, two bold
roadmaps that build on twenty years of learning

and reaffirm our commitment to higher education,
career pathways, and entrepreneurship as drivers

of economic mobility. Twenty years have shown us
what works. The next chapter is about expanding that
impact even further.

In community,

lliana G. Perez, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Immigrants Rising
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20-Year Voices:

Program Participants Over the Years

we go, the organization stays close and true to our

we Are Innovatlve' Vale"a mission. She embodies what Immigrants Rising is

) about: equipping undocumented students with the
2012 was an eventful year: the CA Dream Act just resources, support, and community to pursue their
went into law, DACA passed, and the end of the goals and give back to their communities.

world was all over the news. For Valeria, life was
just starting. New to the United States, Valeria
found her way to Immigrants Rising, back when it
was called Education for Fair Consideration (E4FC),
as an Outreach Ambassador.

Being an Outreach Ambassador had a massive impact.
We would go to different schools that requested
presentations on how to go to college, apply for the CA
Dream Act, and the basics. By teaching others, | also
learned how to get there myself.

She was a newcomer, but determined to become
an engineer, even if ineligible for DACA or the

CA Dream Act. The then-Outreach Manager and
program coordinators, who were only a few years
older than her—Jose lvan, Rodrigo, and Rocio—
solidified her confidence to take that leap of faith.
Valeria applied and ultimately attended Santa Clara
University on a full-ride scholarship.

Now, Valeria is her own boss, doing mechanical
design for various robotics startups. She found

the Life After College guide at such a crucial time,
when she discovered that by selling her expertise,
entrepreneurship is a clear pathway to building a
stable livelihood in the field she’s passionate about.

Making an income based on what you want does not
have to depend on your immigration status. There are
challenges, yes, but we are creative people. We figure
out how to make it work.

Throughout the years, she has mentored numerous
undocumented students in STEM and helped them
gain professional experience. Valeria returned to K " b
Immigrants Rising as a Board Member in 2025, Valeria (right) at Immigrants Rising’s 15th Anniversary

where her presence ensures that in every direction G
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NCORE | May 30, 2025

Shirleen co-presents at NCORE
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We Are Relentless: Shirleen

Shirleen first joined Immigrants Rising as an
Education Fellow in 2021-2022, just shortly
after graduating from UC Irvine. Amid COVID-19
and amplified police brutality against Black
communities, Shirleen channeled her energy to
develop and co-author the Guide to Effectively
Supporting Black Undocumented Students. This
resource was one of the few specific to Black
undocumented students at the time, and one
that was profoundly reflective of what Black and
undocumented students experienced during this
period.

| don’t take that experience for granted. | had to
accurately represent their experiences, needs, and
challenges, including getting police off campuses. I'm
glad that Immigrants Rising encouraged an intentional
space where we can be raw and honest, because it’s an
important part of the undocu-Black experience.

Shirleen’s world completely shifted. She originally
went to college determined to somehow get into
medical school without work authorization, but has
found her soul’s calling in helping her communities
find their joy and agency through her writings and
spiritual work (Shirleen’s Divine Self). For the first
time, Shirleen also traveled to New York and New
Orleans to present this resource at conferences,
including the National Conference on Race and
Ethnicity (NCORE).

In the last half-decade, Shirleen has been an
integral part of Immigrants Rising. She was
featured in The Future Is Undocumented and,
most recently, a participant in the Career Activity
Groups and Home Is Here Opportunity Program,
where she connected with undocumented students
throughout California.

Beyond the financial support, Immigrants Rising
awakened me to my power and revived my sense of
hope and faith. It hasn’t been easy, but I've managed
to do it for the last six years, and things always worked
out. When | present to the community, | also tap into
that conviction and passionate energy and know it’s
possible, even if you have to go the extra mile. There’s
no other way. The universe will bend its will for me.
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Our 20-Year Highlights

Immigrants Rising has grown from a scholarship program into a holistic organization supporting individual
agency, capacity building, and affecting systems change. Responsively, we grew in step with the legislative
landscape—shaped by the laws that impact our community and worked to shape the policies that created new
possibilities. As we reach our 20-year mark, we make our most focused commitment yet to higher education
access, career pathways, and entrepreneurship as real paths to economic mobility.

6

Year Legislation

2001

AB 540 established in-state tuition for
undocumented students in California

Introduction of the DREAM Act

2006

2009

2011
2012

CA Dream Act (CADAA) established state
financial aid for undocumented students

DACA Program established

SB 1159 enabled qualified individuals
to obtain professional and occupational
licenses regardless of their immigration
status

2014

2016

Under Trump 1.0, the DACA Program was
paused

2017

That same year, fortunately, SB 68
expanded access to in-state tuition to
undocumented adult students

2018
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Immigrants Rising

Launched the New American Scholarship Program for AB
540-eligible students, most of whom were still locked out
of financial aid

Launched our first-ever resource, “List of Scholarships that
don't require SSN,” to expand support beyond our own
scholarship

Launched “Life After College” guide to prepare scholars
after graduation

Launched first fellowship program to provide
undocumented students with career-building
opportunities

Launched Fund for Undocumented Social Entrepreneurs
(FUSE), instilling entrepreneurship as a viable career
pathway from 2016 to 2019

Launched UndocuAlly trainings, extending our reach to
those who support undocumented students

Joined the California Undocumented Higher Education
Coalition

Responded to growing confusion around AB 540
expansion with new resources and tools for educators to
better advise undocumented students

Launched the California Campus Catalyst Fund, a $14M
initiative, to expand support for undocumented college
students and their families. The fund supported 32
campuses and 25,000+ students from 2018 to 2021

Launched the In-State Tuition Tool to help students and
their educators determine AB540 eligibility



Year

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

Legislation

AB 1645 mandated that higher education
campuses designate a dedicated staff
member as a Dreamer Resource Liaison

SEED 1.0 and 2.0 provided $26M+ in
microgrants for immigrants with barriers
to employment to launch or grow their
businesses

Dreamer Service Incentive Grant (DSIG)
opened up possibilities for AB 540
students to gain work experience and earn
additional financial aid

The Department of Homeland Security
makes multiple attempts to use the IRS’s
taxpayer information for immigration
operations.

In a difficult year for immigrants
nationwide, SEED 3.0 was approved for
$6.75 million

SEED 4.0 was approved for $10.8 million

Immigrants Rising

Launched Entrepreneurship Kickstarter Grants

Building off of our Entrepreneurship Kickstarter Grants
model, we advocated for a state-funded initiative to
support undocumented entrepreneurs

Launched Mental Health Programs

Distributed $5.4M in grants to 1,000 entrepreneurs
under SEED 1.0 and 2.0

Celebrated Kathy Gin’s legacy and welcomed lliana G.
Perez, Ph.D., as the next Executive Director

CCC, CSU, and UC systems sign the AB 540 FAQ,
a central reference point for practitioners advising
undocumented students

Established Immigrants Rising as an independent 501(c)3
and launched our inaugural Board of Directors

Joined the Economic Mobility for All Coalition as a
founding co-anchor to advance entrepreneurship and
economic opportunity for undocumented immigrants

Joined the Opportunity for All coalition, aimed at
expanding paid training and research opportunities for
undocumented students

Joined the Home is Here campaign for protecting DACA
recipients and all immigrant communities

Under Trump 2.0, Immigrants Rising was targeted by a
Congressional letter from DHS, intimidating organizations
standing with immigrant communities

Amidst a very hostile environment towards immigrants,
we still uplifted possibilities through Home Is Here
Program, Rise & Thrive Pitch Competition, Career
Activity Groups, Promising Practices Roundtables,
Wellness Support Groups, SUCCESS conference.

Launched the California Blueprint for Immigrant
Socioeconomic Prosperity, a practical roadmap to ensure
undocumented Californians can fully participate in the
state’s education systems, workforce, economy, and civic
life

Immigrants Rising Impact Report | Fiscal Year 2025-26
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Our Fiscal Year 2026 Impact

Immigrants Rising helped me share my story with intention, while | gained tools and confidence
to create a pathway for myself despite uncertainty. In times like these, choosing to continue your
education, to take up space, and to invest in your voice is powerful. My story did not end with
survival. It continues by making sure others do not have to navigate these systems alone.

- Melanny
Home Is Here Opportunity Program Participant

Our work is driven by and for undocumented people, grounded in relationships and community, and rooted in
an asset-based understanding of undocumented communities as leaders and contributors. We are innovative
and persistent, and we take the long view: while we focus on today’s undocumented people, we pursue
solutions that expand opportunity for future generations as well.

Immigrants Rising’s Theory of Change is grounded in a simple truth: undocumented people face barriers that
are structural, not personal—and those barriers require action at multiple levels at once. Our work is organized
across three mutually reinforcing strategies: individual agency, institutional capacity, and systems-level
change.
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By the Numbers

For twenty years, Immigrants Rising has been built by and for the communities we serve. What started in
2006 has grown into a nationwide network of students, entrepreneurs, educators, and advocates all working
toward a future where immigration status is never a barrier to belonging or opportunity. This year, we are

proud to share the impact we made together.

~
-

$417,300 in financial

- 1.8 million visits to support for young
$1°'f8 mglll_:'g['; s4e(c)ured crucial resources on professionals and
2l . our website entrepreneurs

) . 1,116 students
68% of all California 906 educators and entrepreneurs
public Higher Education and community participated in
institutions trained members trained programs

Young
adults

19-24
44%

f=
¢

75% of our 77% of our 92% of our
participants are women, participants are Latinx participants are young
adults and adults

non-binary, or trans
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Key Events & Activities

NON-PROFIT
OF THE YEAR

IMMIGRANTS

RISING

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH EDUCATION

IMMIGRANTS RISING

Immigrants Rising wins CLCAF Viva Latino Awards’
Non-Profit of the Year (August 20, 2025)

IMMIGRANTS

Navigating Entrepreneurship: Insights from Immigrant
Entrepreneurs and Aspiring Business Owners in Fresno
Presented by: Marlene Orozco, PhD

Date: 10/02/25

Q O o o

“Navigating Entrepreneurship: Insights from Immigrant
Entrepreneurs and Aspiring Business Owners in
Fresno” Launch (October 2, 2025)

L@ POLICY CENTER

D0

CA Immigrant Policy Center’s Press Conference in
response to Gov. Newsom's state budget proposal
(January 14, 2026)
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Immigrants Rising co-hosts the third SUCCESS
Conference in Chicago, IL (September 9-12, 2025)

lliana Perez joins the panel, “Unlocking Economic
Power: Public Procurement as a Tool,” at the CA
Economic Summit (October 21-23, 2025)

Second annual Rise & Thrive Pitch Competition during
the Fresno State Dream Week
(March 19, 2026)



Career Pathways Innovation Strategist, Rocio P,, Team members and Dr. Marlene Orozco at the
presents at the CACCRAO Conference Immigrant Day of Action in Sacramento
(March 29-April 1, 2026) (April 14-15, 2026)

m
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Immigrants Rising participates in DACA Anniversary mobilizations in Los Angeles with UndocuProfessionals
and Washington, D.C., with the Home Is Here Coalition (June 13-15, 2026)

Mental Health Program Sunsets in 2026

The Mental Health program at Immigrants Rising concluded its program on July 31, 2026. We are
incredibly grateful for the impact it has made and the people who made it possible. From 2020 to
2026, our team served over 2,664 individuals through our Wellness Support Groups and Mental
Health Connector, 17 undocumented aspiring therapists through the Mental Health Career
Program, and tens of thousands more reached through our mental health resources. We thank all
the staff, fellows, volunteers, partners, and funders who supported the Mental Health programs
over the years. Although we will no longer provide mental health services, we remain committed
to integrating mental health topics into our programs. We will continue to share relevant mental
health and well-being resources with our community members.

Immigrants Rising Impact Report | Fiscal Year 2025-26 11



Systems-Level Change

Many people, including long-time immigrant rights advocates, older
generations like our parents, and formerly incarcerated folks, are still
left out of important policies like DACA. So, | am here today not just
to uplift my story as a DACA recipient, but to bring those stories to
the forefront. We have to stay true to what feels right in our hearts—
where we come from, the lessons, journeys, our culturas—because
they belong here, too.

- Deyci
Home Is Here Opportunity Program Participant & SEED Grantee

At Immigrants Rising, systems-level change takes many forms. Through policy advocacy, we work to create,
expand, and protect opportunities for undocumented individuals to: 1) access higher education, 2) advance
their careers, 3) start businesses, and 4) achieve economic mobility. Through research, we generate evidence
that reframes narratives while informing the policies and practices that shape our community’s future.

This year, Immigrants Rising is focused on a set of priorities that defend existing protections, expand
pathways to careers and economic mobility, and secure lasting federal protections for DACA recipients.

2025-2026 Policy Priorities

e California | Access to College & Career

o AB 540 Defense & Equitable Implementation
o Opportunity for All
o Master Plan for Career Education Equitable Implementation

e California | Economic Mobility

o State Budget Request for SEED 4.0

¢ National | DACA Protection
o DACA Protection, with Home Is Here Coalition
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Policy Updates

In a landscape of constant change and misinformation, we've been a steady, trusted voice sharing clear, timely
policy updates on social media to help our community navigate what’s ahead.

IMMIGRANTS MMIGRANTS
@ImmigrantsRising RISING @ImmigrantsRising RISING

Department of Justice
Files Lawsuit Against
California’s In-State

Taxpayer Information
Protected: Two Federal

NEWS UPDATES

Courts Block IRS From g . X .
Sharing Taxpayer Data DHS Confirms :mlt.lon & Financial Aid
i olicy
NEW UPDATES NEWS UPDATES NEWS UPDATES NEWS Detaining and
i . - S Deporting People BREANING NEWS BREANING NEWS BREAKING NEWS
| Protected by DACA g

Swipe to read more.

MMIGRANTS
@ImmigrantsRising RISING

Research & Thought Partnership

This fiscal year, Immigrants Rising produced research and thought leadership that strengthens the case for
policy change and offers a roadmap for inclusive systems that actually work. From the ground-level realities of
immigrant entrepreneurs in the Central Valley to data demonstrating SEED’s impact on California’s economy
and a statewide blueprint for immigrant socioeconomic prosperity, our work puts evidence behind the change
we're fighting for.

ECONOMIC

2025 Research Report —/“

IMMIGRANTS

Risinic

IMMIGRANTS

nlsl“ﬁ May 2026

Navigating Entrepreneurship:

Insights from Immigrant Entrepreneurs
and Aspiring Business Owners in Fresno

FRESNO

How the SEED Initiative
has fueled

California’s economy:

% 1,900+ new businesses created
~ 1,400+ existing businesses scaled
¢ 2,300+ jobs supported

£1~3,400 micro-grant recipients
statewide

IMMISRANTS  [Fctustve] N
 Giwwes RISING  Gemd <X

A California Blueprint for Inmigrant
Socioeconomic Prosperity
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A New Strategic Plan - Why Now

Think of the Strategic Plan as a compass that can guide you on how
Immigrants Rising can support you in your day-to-day life, where

you can invest your time with us, and what resources, events, and
advocacy areas you can join us in. If you’ve ever wondered how we
can support or complement your ideas and the work you're leading in
your organization or institution, take a look at our strategic plan. Let’s
grow and expand together.

- Laura Monica
Director of Programs

After twenty years of this work, we see clearly that this moment calls for something different from us.

The political environment demands both realism and readiness. Our community faces relentless pressure:
uncertainty around DACA and TPS, escalating immigration enforcement, and a federal posture that has not
hesitated to target organizations like ours. For many undocumented people, the erosion of protections means
pathways to education, stable work, and economic security are narrowing. At the same time, the pull of
constant crisis drowns out the necessary long-term, structural work that creates lasting change.

And yet, opportunity is present. Economic mobility has emerged as a powerful frame that connects our
mission to the broader public interest, making visible what our community contributes to local economies,
higher education, entrepreneurship, and the fabric of California life. Our state remains a critical site for
national movement: coalitions are strong, legislative champions exist, and a track record of policy wins can be
protected, faithfully implemented, and expanded.

The undocumented community has always found ways to persist, create, and lead, even under pressure. That
resilience is not incidental to our work; it is the foundation of it. Twenty years of relationships, trust, and
demonstrated impact have positioned Immigrants Rising to meet this moment with clarity and conviction.

The next chapter must be defined by disciplined focus and strategic depth. We are sharpening our ambition
so that Immigrants Rising can withstand volatility, deepen our impact, and be here for our community for the
next twenty years.

14 Immigrants Rising Impact Report | Fiscal Year 2025-26



Our Goals

Over 2026-2028, Immigrants Rising will concentrate its programmatic and systems-change efforts around a
clear core: (1) Higher Education Access & Affordability, (2) Higher Education to Career Pathways, and
(3) Entrepreneurship as an Economic Mobility Strategy

The Strategic Plan sets forth six goals in service to these pillars:

‘ Immigrants Rising has been a trusted guide for undocumented

v students and the educators & institutions that support them.
We make complex policies understandable, identify barriers
that others miss, and drive faithful implementation. Advancing

G I 1 . policy and producing resources are only meaningful when those
0a . resources translate into consistent access for students across
institutions.
Protect and Expand
. . In the next three years, we are deepening this work as a
ngher Educatlon core pillar of our mission. This includes expanding our digital
ope resources and tools, ensuring institutional adoption of new
Affordablllty policies, and scaling how we build capacity for those who serve
undocumented students.
and Access

For many undocumented people, entrepreneurship is often the
most accessible path to stability and economic mobility. Self-
employment, independent contracting, and business ownership
offer lawful ways to earn income, build skills, and move toward
longer-term career goals when traditional employment pathways
remain out of reach.

Goal 2:

We bring a unique combination of program experience, applied

Establish research, coalition relationships, and narrative credibility to this
space. We work beyond supporting individual entrepreneurs:
Entrepreneurship as we also shift the systems, policies, and budgets that ensure
. . entrepreneurship remains a viable path. We are building on
d Rehable Econom|c that foundation to establish entrepreneurship as a coherent,
one well-resourced economic mobility platform for undocumented
MOblIlty Pathway communities across California and beyond.

Immigrants Rising Impact Report | Fiscal Year 2025-26 15



Undocumented students and professionals are in all types of
fields. Yet, immigration status too often stands between them
and the paid work experience, professional licensing, and clear
career navigation they need to get there.

We help undocumented students and graduates understand
their options, gain lawful work-based experience, and navigate

Goal 3: systems that were not designed with them in mind. Not only
that, but we reshape career education and workforce systems
Strengthen Career so they more fully include our community. Over the next three
years, we are bringing our career-related work together into
Pathways and Work- a cohesive strategy that simultaneously advances individual
oy opportunity and the systems-level change needed to make those
BaSEd Opportunltles opportunities real and lasting.

Passing policy is only the beginning. The real work is where
ap— Immigrants Rising focuses its advocacy energy: closing the gap

between policy and practice and ensuring that laws, regulations,
and public investments actually translate into real access for
undocumented people.

Goal 4: Translate

We aim to pursue a disciplined advocacy agenda anchored in
California—Immigrants Rising’s home state—where coalitions
are strong and legislative champions exist, while intentionally
engaging at the interstate and federal levels. We will continue to
advance specific legislative and budget priorities and invest in
developing frameworks and implementation roadmaps to move

Policy into Practice
Through Focused

Advocacy, Coalition
Leadership and elected leaders and institutions toward proactive, forward-
)

looking strategies for the undocumented community.

Accountability
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)

Goal 5:
Shape the Field

Through Research,
Narrative,
and Strategic
Communications
That Advance
Economic Mobility

Goal 6:
Build a Resilient,
Focused, and
Financially
Sustainable
Organization

Undocumented people are workers, neighbors, homeowners,
entrepreneurs, and leaders—and yet, too often, public narratives
about our community are narrow, deficit-focused, or limited to
a single policy frame. Our goal is to broaden the conversation
beyond any single issue or population, and to advance an asset-
based understanding of undocumented communities that
reflects the full scope of their humanity and impact.

We are uniquely positioned to pair lived experience with
credible data and tell fuller, more accurate stories about who
undocumented people are. Research and narrative change will
be our strategic tools to inform policy progress, deepen public
understanding, and make the case for the investments our
community deserves over the next three years.

Immigrants Rising’s ability to show up for our community
depends on our ability to take care of ourselves as an
organization. Sustainability is not separate from us—it is what
makes our mission possible. These next three years will focus
on making deliberate investments in our organizational health:
aligning our staffing, resources, and energy to the work that
matters most and building the financial foundation that allows
us to grow responsibly and weather uncertainty without losing
focus or momentum.

Twenty years in, we know that lasting change requires
organizations that last. We are committed to being here—strong,
focused, and ready—for the communities we serve for at least
another twenty.

Immigrants Rising Impact Report | Fiscal Year 2025-26 17



Our Team

The Immigrants Rising team has the shared lived experiences of
immigrating to the U.S., but what’s most powerful is how this diversity
of experiences translates into a sophisticated ecosystem of support
for our communities. Organizing a group of leaders from different
sectors, occupations, and communities is possible because everyone’s
heart is deeply connected to the work.

- Nicole Anand
Board Chair

We are the communities we serve. At Immigrants Rising, our work is deeply personal. Many of our staff
navigated life, college, and career while undocumented, often also first-generation and low-income.

These shared experiences shape how we lead, design, advocate, partner, and support. They ground our work
in empathy, credibility, and a deeper understanding of the journeys our students and entrepreneurs navigate.

We are a team of 29 staff, a volunteer, consultants, and 12 board members—all working selflessly and
tirelessly to bring a positive impact on the undocumented community. We are immensely grateful for
everyone’s dedication to our mission of transforming individuals and fueling broader changes nationwide.
Our programs, achievements, and impact are only possible because of the incredible people who make up
Immigrants Rising. To every individual who is a part of Immigrants Rising, thank you!
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Our Board of Directors

This year, our team experienced powerful transitions, milestones, and full-circle moments.

As we spun off to become an independent nonprofit, we welcomed new staff and board members who bring
fresh insight, lived experience, and a deep commitment to immigrant justice, including several who began
their journeys with us as program participants.

We also celebrated colleagues who reached tenure milestones and took well-deserved sabbaticals, reflecting
our commitment to sustainability and care. At the same time, we said goodbye to team members whose
leadership and impact helped shape Immigrants Rising’s path. Through each transition, our team continues to
grow, evolve, and reflect the resilient, visionary community we serve.

B
Nicole Anand Felecia Russell Yongbin Chang Hans Miguel Esguerra
Board Chair Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer

Abdi Soltani Alicia Benavides Areli Hernandez

v/

Carrie Evans Lupe Gallegos-Diaz Valeria Avila William Perez
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Special Thanks to Donors

The generous support from our community members and allies enables us to continue transformative work
for undocumented immigrants. We're grateful to everyone who has supported us on our journey and invite
others to join us in our mission of building a more welcoming and inclusive future for all.

Corporations
Comcast
Hyve Solutions
BPM LLP

The Wonderful Company

Foundations

Albert Glickman Family
Foundation

Birch Family Fund
Birch Family Giving Fund

California Community
Foundation

California Wellness
Foundation

College Futures Foundation
Crankstart

East Bay Community Fund
ECMC Foundation

Evans Sytsma Family Fund

Evelyn & Walter Haas Jr.
Fund

Fitzmaurice-Keller Fund

Gonzalez Fidelity Family
Giving Fund

Kaiser Hospitals Foundation
Keely Family Fund

Latino Community
Foundation

Leong Man Way Foundation

Lupine Lady Fund
Mendonca Family Fund
Michelson Philanthropies

Mortenson Family
Foundation

PayPal Giving Fund
Pledgeling Foundation

PwC Charitable Foundation,
Inc.

Rathman Family Fund
Shannon Sutter Fund

Shustek Dubinsky Family
Philanthropic Fund

Silicon Valley Community
Foundation Steve Schlansker
Fund

Stupski Foundation

The Arthur Rock Fund

The California Endowment
The Grove Foundation

The James Irvine Foundation
The Leaders Trust

The Lenore & Howard Klein
Foundation

Towell Family Fund
Truist Foundation

Werner-Kohnstamm Family
Fund

Zellerbach Family Foundation

ZNRL Shalinsky Fund
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Organizations
MALDEF

Margaret W. Wong &
Associates, LLC

Grace M. Davis High School

San Jose State University
Counseling & Guidance
Program

University of Miami Hispanic
Law Students Association
Individuals

Jeni Abbott

Mayra Almanza

Francisco Alvarado

Dayana Alvarado Escobedo
Jason Alvarez

Carlos Amador

Jorge Angulo

Josephine Arce

Juan Arredondo

Pedro Arroyo

Camila Ayala Hurtado
Stephanie Barinas Ceron
Hermes Barrera

Pedro Barrera

Idava Beach

Joshua Belich

Beatrice Bellisime

Leanne Berge

David Besenfelder
Joni Bissell

Carolyn Blood

Tanya Broder & Ted Wang
Jeremiah Brodkey
Gaby Broughman

Jake Brymner

Janessa Canilao

Carol Cantwell

Mary Carrasco

Janet Carrillo

Rosa Carrillo

Beleza Chan & Neel Sapre
Maria Chan Ho
Yongbin Chang

Sylvie Chavanne

Alicia Chazen

CJ Chee

Mae Chesney

Daryl and Phyllis Chinn
Crystal Chow

Melissa Cifuentes
Jordan Conley

Jess Contreras
Stephanie Contreras

Mary Cooper



Betsy Cotton

Daniel Crawford
Dana Dalassujgi
Kasey David

Jean Dawes
Azucena De La Torre
Angelica De Leon
Andrew Decker
Alexandra Deddeh
Marko Delgadillo

Dolores Delgado Bernal &
Octavio Villalpando

Daryl Denning

Katie Derzon
Alexandria Dexter
Helen Dickey

Grant Din

Melody Dojchinovski
Camden Doolittle
Kristine Douglas
Justin Downing
Seth Dumaguin
Brian Duncan

Glen Eagleson

Maya Elliott
Osayuware Enagbare
Ashley Entrekin
Blake Entrekin
Shannon Erby
Carmina Escobar
Hans

Genesis Espinoza

Robert Espinoza

Gabriela Esquivias
Christine Estrada

Rachel Estrada

Gretchen and Dick Evans
PF

Monica Fajardo

Amaru Fearless

Andrea Fernandez

Maria Fernandez

Eva Diana Figueroa
Gonzalez

Jake Fishel

Mark Fishman
Cheri Fogleman
Richard Foreman
Jenn Fryar

Claire Furman
Adrienne Garcia-Specht
Heidi Gatty
Andrea Gaytan
Ryan Gibson
Elizabeth Goad
Tania Gomez Ayala
Yesenia Gonzalez
Katherine Grote
Mararet Gruenke
Chris Guillen
Michelle Gutierrez
Colleen and Robert D. Haas
Kenneth Haber
Hallie Hallie

Oahn Han

Megan Hanger

Hans

Jed Hartman
Johanna Hartwig
Cezanne Hayden-Dilbert
Shenique Heath
Blanca Hernandez
Guadalupe Hernandez
Jude Hernandez
Christine Linh-Chau Hoang
Debra Hoang

John Hoggard

Will Hopkins

Ivette House

Itavi

Jenna

Alyson Jacks

Kara Jacobs
Sthefany Jaquez
Susan Jay

Karina Karina
Marcy Kates
Benjamin Keller
Lindsay Keller
Harper Kennington
Karissa Kent-Collins
Aaliyah Khan
Melinda Kirkpatrick
Francesca Kocks
Cathy Kornblith
Jessica Kornblum
TAE KWON
Edward Laurson

Alejandro Landestoy

Ann and Richard Lanzerotti
Edward Laurson
Cristina Leal
Francisco Leal
Denisse Lee
Mark Leifeste
Sydney Leiser
John Lend| Chuatuan
Paola Leon
Anthony Leonard
Wendy Leonard
Francine Lipman
Huw Lester
XiuYing LiYu
Christine Linh-Chau Hoang
Francine Lipman
Mary Liston
Theophilus Little
Lane Litz

Aimee Liu
Lizbeth

Lorenzo

Nicole Lugtu
Gustavo Luna

N M

Carmen Macias
Maura Marino
Kathy Marshall
Ellen Martin
Marc Martin
Lupita Martinez
Prisma Martinez

Hannah Maxa
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Andrea Mazie
Tinuade McClish
Tracey Mcgee

Stuart McLaughlin
Susanne McQuade
Adam Mekrut

Roni and Paul Melmed

Jessica Mendels and Todd
Cleary

Jeanne Milligan
Brianna Minor
Susan Moffat
Silvia Mora
Lauren Morrell
Melanie Morris
Mary Mosier
David Moskowitz
Susana Munoz
Paul Nakada
Eden Neely
Sarah Newsham
Kaitlyn Nguyen
Sara Nicastro
Adriana Niizawa
Ursula Noto
Hailey Nowak
Veronica Oberholzer
Tari Okoya-Koren
Irene Oseguera
Amado M Padilla
Roberto Palacios
Somasundara Pandian

Gilberto Partida
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Carrie Paterson
William Perez
Lauren Philen
Hadrien Picq
Caroline Pincus
Lois Pollock

Lee Purcell
Sarah Purdy
Emiliana Puyana
Devon Quinn
Kari Ramirez
Yoel Ramirez
Karen & George Rathman
Karen Rau
Caitlyn Rei
Gabrielle Reilly
Melissa Reyna
Susan Richards
Rhonda Rios Kravitz
Jose Rivas
Rebecca Rojas
Nathan Romero
Wenzel Roscoe Lowe
Andrew Rostaing
Deborah Ruskay
Felecia Russell
Mark Ruthman
Theodore Sagun
Edna Salcedo
Daisy Salinas
Billie Salvucci
Sam

Akeem Samuels

Elizabeth Sanchez
Graciela Sanchez

Andy Sandoval

Leslie Santana

Jack Schattner

Steven Charles Schlansker
Julie Schnidman

Anne Schnuer

Lyrna Schoon

Anne Schroeder

Janna Shadduck-Hernandez

Hannah Shahidi

Robyn & Loren Shalinsky
Rebecca Shine

Camille Simsuangco Roxas
Jennifer Singer

Sumi Sinha

Jessica Sisler

Tammy Smith

Abdolali Soltani
Wooyoung Son
Kassandra Soriano
Patricia Spencer

Sheila Spica

Beth Spurgeon

Jay Steinman

Eric Stern

Alex Stern

Anne Stuhldreher and Tim
Wirth

David J Sullivan
Adrienne Sulma

Elisa Sunga

Rhoda Tamakloe
Debra Taube
Francis Torres
Andrew Towell
Jason Trujillo

Minh Trung Nguyen
Camille Tsao

Janet Tse

Tania Valtierra
Tania Velasco

Taryn

Paul Velen

Jillian Verner
Adriana Vindel-Thompson
Tom Vitzelio
Jonathan Weinstock
Joshua Weintraub
Kailey White
Rebecca Wilkotz
Kennedy Willis

Ann Wolff

Susanne Wong
Bridghet Wood
Cynthia Wyels
Hedieh Yaghmai

Stephen and Amy Yale-Loehr

Sophie Yost
Margi Young
Yvonne

Catherine Zhong



How to Get Involved

I'm thankful to see how Immigrants Rising’s programs help and support us—especially in this
moment. Because for many of us who are undocumented or have DACA, we tend to feel like we
are not like everybody else. Immigrants Rising helps us realize that we are important, too, despite
our status in this country.

- Anonymous Program Participant

Our work is only possible because of people like you who believe in a future where every person, regardless
of immigration status, can pursue their dreams with confidence and without constraint. Here are some ways
you can be a part of that future:

Donate

Your financial support directly fuels our programs, resources, and advocacy work. Every contribution helps us
show up for our community.

Donate to our work

Support & Advocate

The California Blueprint for Immigrant Socioeconomic Prosperity is a practical roadmap to ensure
undocumented Californians can fully participate in the state’s education systems, workforce, economy, and
civic life.

Endorse the Blueprint

Share Our Resources

We have 150+ free resources on higher education, entrepreneurship, career, mental health, and more. Share
them with someone who needs them.

Browse our resource library

Stay Connected

Subscribe to our newsletter and follow us on social media to stay updated on our work, our community’s
stories, and ways to take action.

Instagram | Facebook | LinkedIn | TikTok | YouTube

Collaborate With Us

Are you an organization, educator, or practitioner who shares our mission? We’d love to explore how we can
work together.

Get in touch
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https://givebutter.com/IR_Fund
https://immigrantsrising.org/ca-blueprint-2026/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr87UPMQMe8wzc8EV1IUReDfV-ch8e5ifZx993ndaCprkwCQ/viewform
https://immigrantsrising.org/resources/
https://immigrantsrising.org/signup/
https://instagram.com/immigrantsrising
https://www.facebook.com/immigrantsrising
https://www.linkedin.com/company/immigrants-rising
https://www.tiktok.com/@immigrantsrising
https://www.youtube.com/@ImmigrantsRisingTV
https://airtable.com/appWIJvOFeu1E99mq/pagpg0MxEfgcpRaFj/form
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