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The Courtyard, Finally.

I am very happy to report that my backyard is no longer a project with chairs sitting in the middle of it. It
is a courtyard. An actual, finished-enough-to-enjoy courtyard—and it may be my favorite thing I have
done  this summer. It has made me absurdly happy.

I have coffee there. Benni wanders around while I inspect whatever decided to bloom overnight.
Neighbors come by and sit for a while. In the evening, the lights come on and the whole space changes.
The roses, jasmine and gardenias give it fragrance, the hydrangeas and asters bring color, and these flower
beds I spent entirely too much time planning finally feel settled.

The front garden, which I finished this spring, is still giving me plenty to watch too. The roses along the
sidewalk are blooming (and I literally stop and smell the roses on my way out). The climbers have started
doing what they were hired to do: climb. I check them far more often than necessary, but I have accepted
this about myself.

It is funny how quickly a home project goes from an idea, to a mess, to something you cannot imagine not
having. The courtyard involved clearing, digging, planting, gravel, edging, moving furniture, moving it
again, and making enough small decisions to qualify as a second job. Now it is where I go when I want
coffee, quiet, company, or simply a few minutes outside. That was the point—even when the point was
temporarily buried under landscape fabric.

Work this month has looked remarkably similar, although with fewer gardenias. I have been helping
clients prepare upcoming listings and work through the details that happen before the photographer
arrives or the sign goes up: bathroom mirror and light placement, kitchen renovation choices, tenant
move-outs, and the unexpected repairs homes like to save for the least convenient moment.

We have had plumbing leaks, roof leaks, contractor delays and  conversations, and more than one decision
that required a tape measure and a second look. That part of real estate does not always make the pretty
pictures, but it matters. A well-prepared home is rarely accidental. Someone has to notice what needs
attention, decide what is worth doing, and keep everything moving when the house adds its own twists.

I did also manage a day trip to Cape Charles and took exactly zero photographs. Not one. I walked around,
enjoyed the day, and apparently forgot I own a phone. Honestly, I recommend it.

So that is where August finds me: helping homes get ready, enjoying the roses out front, and finding
every possible excuse to take my coffee to the courtyard. If you need me, there is a very good chance
Benni and I are out back.
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A quick hello from me — from my porch to yours.
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August tomatoes deserve the center
of the table.

They do not need much fuss, which
is exactly why this tart works.

The puff pastry keeps it easy, while
layers of ripe tomatoes, herbs, and

cheese make it look far more
complicated than it is.

Hospitality does not require an
elaborate menu. Sometimes it is

simply knowing what is in season
and letting it do most of the work.





What’s your home worth today?
Scan to see your value & equity.

Scan here to Connect with
Jennifer
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