
2026 AFRIKABURN 
EVENT SURVEY

Art: Changing Room. Photo: Steven Morrow



Through the prism, THE NUMBERS
● 10 847 Event Participants

● 902 Survey Respondents

● 165 Mutant Vehicles

● 159 Theme & Support Camps

● 86 Artworks

● 20 Burns

● 15 Performances

● 6 Binnekring Events

● 1 AfrikaBurn 



Art: The Crossing by Nathan Honey
Photo: Reza Assar



Source: https://www.calculator.net/sample-size-calculator.html?type=1&cl=99&ci=5&pp=50&ps=11000&x=Calculate

Can we trust our survey? We had 902 survey 
respondents. 



I don’t have time for this. Give me the juicy stuff:
● According to the information you gave us, pretty much all of the 

people who participated in Through The Prism had a great time. 

● It can still be great, while at the same time things make it harder 
and rub up against you, but that’s why we gather in the middle of a 
desert and not a city.

● South African Burners are at the core of our movement, coming 
year after year to AfrikaBurn.

● After a slow decline in volunteers in recent years, we’ve seen that 
trend reverse. According to initial feedback from the volunteer 
portfolio this has been mainly driven by foreign participants 
looking for a meaningful way to gift at the event.

● The weekend warrior narrative continues within our community, 
yet the gate data simply does not back this up. 



I don’t have time for this. Give me the juicy stuff:
● There were nowhere near as many Russian participants this year 

as you thought. 

● Participating in AfrikaBurn is expensive. Costing on average over 
R13,300, without any camping equipment or a ticket.

● AfrikaBurn is not broken. Although we experiment and re-invent 
AfrikaBurn every year, there are no major deviations from the 
event feedback in recent years.

● We’re a diverse bunch of weirdos, but the 11 Principles are still the 
cornerstone of our event that everyone values. 

● Our community really cares about AfrikaBurn and how it evolves. 
We got moerse-long essays and detailed feedback from so many 
passionate burners in the survey. Thank you.



Please select the years you have attended AfrikaBurn?
About 50% of THE participants 
from last year came again this 
year. 

It seems that 3 years in a row is 
enough for most people



WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

More south african 
survey respondents 
than any other group - 
(as with previous years)



The Actual TICKET data 

Over half from South Africa 
(56%) and a positive trend 

Year on year
Not as many as 

you think!



The Actual TICKET data 

30% local 
slaapstad 

burners



ACTUAL Gate Data (When did you arrive?)

3241 on site 
before the gate 
opens

Very similar 
pattern 
YEAR ON 
YEAROnly 234 

weekend 
warriors



WHEN DID YOU LEAVE? Most people leave on 
the monday

A lot depends on 
where/when the 
public holiday lands



Art: Mirror Study 01 by Frieda Beaston and the Fossil Clan by the Fossil Clan crew
Photo: Mike Murray

Performance: The Herald by Kyla Davis. Photo: Hloni Khoza



What age group are you in?

A slight drop in youth this 
year, with the 35-49 year 
olds growing in numbers.

Same as 2025



What race/ethnicity best describes you?

Improving year on year, 
but a long way to go.



Photo: Shaun Phillips



Which is your preferred way to gather information about AfrikaBurn (the event)? 

Nice. we think our official 
channels are the best place to 
get the right information. Older audience? Are we 

too dependent on 
Zuckerberg platforms?



What is your preferred communication channel in the Default World?

Work to be done here. Lots 
of unofficial groups

Old fashioned!



Tell us about your ticket purchase experience?

Great. Our ticketing 
partner seems to be 
working well for 
everyone.



The price of a ticket to AfrikaBurn was ...

Always a surprising result, but this 
feedback is given by people who 
attended. We should really poll 
outside of event participants.



HOW MUCH DID YOU SPEND getting to afrikaburn?
Location Avg. Spend per Attendee (R) Projected Total Spend for Event (R)

Tankwa Padstal R279.13 R3,027,750

Ceres R860.75 R9,336,593

Calvinia R125.12 R1,357,212

Worcester R159.55 R1,730,659

Touwsrivier R133.35 R1,446,412

Cape Town R6,637.65 R71,998,625

Other Western Cape R746.68 R8,099,222

Johannesburg / Gauteng R594.70 R6,450,678

Other expenditure R3,847.92 R41,738,419

TOTAL R13,384.86 R145,185,570



Cape town - R72 million

BREAKDOWN OF SPEND IN SOUTH AFRICA

This projection assumes the survey 
respondents are a representative random 
sample of all 10,847 attendees. 

In practice, survey respondents often skew 
toward more engaged participants (e.g., people 
more likely to fill in feedback forms), so actual 
event-wide spending could differ from this 
extrapolation — treat it as a reasonable 
estimate rather than a precise figure.

TOTAL: R145 MILLION



Photo: Fazel Ockhuys



How did you show up at AfrikaBurn this year?
About 70% 
participants

Outside of 
participants, most 
others in a theme 
camp



Did you volunteer?

An increase from about 
25% last year to over 30% 

this year - amazing!

Nice to see this data correlate with the previous slide!



My experience of volunteering left me feeling:

YAY!

DOUBLE YAY!



Art: 2026 Temple Embo by Ceduma Qamata. Photo: Steven Morrow



We again ran a little experiment with water points 
in Tankwa Town this year, what do you think of this?

It’s still a good idea, 
but how do we grow 

this without creating 
a ‘service’ mentality?



As before, AfrikaBurn tried to encourage more families, children and pensioners to 
attend. Having experienced THROUGH THE PRISM, do you agree with this?



Did you receive a WTF? booklet this year?

We printed more, but our 
distribution could do 
with some improvement.



Art: Whose by Frans Hollenbach. Photo: Kim van Zyl



Did you experience or interact with any of the following COMMUNITY SERVICES this year, 
and what were your overall impressions?

Top rated

Overwhelmingly ‘amazing’ results 
across most community services



Did you experience or interact with any of the following COMMUNITY SERVICES this year, and what were your 
overall impressions?

Go 
rangers 

and toilet 
crews!



Did you use any of the following EVENT service providers?
Great that the 
bulk of people 
did not need to 
interact with 

these services.

When you did, the 
experience was 

positive.



Photo: Daniel Louis



How were the noise levels for you?

Up by almost 10%, 
from 50% last year.



Did you lose any of your property this year? Very similar to 
last year (82%)



Have you noticed the impact of AfrikaBurn’s 
mechanisms to foster diversity and inclusion?

A slight increase, good 
to see our efforts 

being noticed



Are you aware that there are Eleven Principles that 
underpin the AfrikaBurn event and movement?

Nice. they’re what 
make afrikaburn, 

afrikaburn

Skipped



Which of the principles do you try to practice when 
you're not at AfrikaBurn?

Highest

Lowest



Has time at AfrikaBurn living in the desert impacted your 
ability to Leave No Trace back in the default world?

This is great. We’re 
Not just a party



Has your participation at AfrikaBurn inspired you to do more, 
create more, or participate more with AfrikaBurn?

Looking 
forward to 
seeing the 

results of this 
inspiration!

Also good!



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

Over 
50%

Wow - 
88%



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

Not 
just a 
party



Please let us know how much the following negative statements reflect your point of view:

14% Agree?  WAS CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 
again LACKING in 2026?

Great, it seems like most people had a 
positive experience at afrikaburn



How do you think AfrikaBurn is doing as a ...

This is only the second year we’ve asked these questions All really positive, 
but there is always 

room to improve!



There was around 10 000 people staying in Tankwa town this year. 
Was Tankwa Town big enough for you?

Similar to last year … 
looks like ±11,000 

participants is a good size.



What three 
words would 
you use to 
describe 
yourself?



What 3 words come 
to mind when you 
describe yourself 
as a Burner?



Even Table mountain, the highest rated tourist 
attraction in south africa gets one star reviews …



OPEN FEEDBACK

● 691 comments … 59,033 words

● All cleaned of any personal data and shared 
with the entire ops team

● Also filtered by Claude for summarisation



What did we do well?
1. Volunteer & Ranger dedication
Respondents repeatedly singled out rangers, toilet crews, DPW, gate staff and other volunteers for praise, 
noting how much invisible, essential work goes into keeping the event safe and running.

"RFT rocks, DPW rocks harder, Ice rocks the hardest; but the best of ALL of them is the gate."  — 
Response #8

2. Sense of community & belonging
The feeling of being welcomed into a genuine community, rather than a generic festival crowd, came 
through as the event's core strength for many long-time and first-time burners alike.

"It's still the most magical community and place I've ever experienced and I am a burner for life."  — 
Response #92

3. Transformative experience, especially for first-timers
A large number of comments described the week as personally life-changing, healing, or 
perspective-shifting, often unprompted and unrelated to any specific question about impact.

"This experience genuinely changed my life for the better in so many ways, it's been weeks and I still 
shed a tear thinking about it and missing it. I am now a lifelong burner."  — Response #161

"AfrikaBurn is truly transformative. It changed my life in many positive ways and gave me the push to 
step into the unknown and follow my dreams."  — Response #438



What did we do well?
4. Art installations & mutant vehicles
Several respondents noted a clear step up in the scale, variety and quality of artworks and mutant vehicles 
compared with previous years.

"The Clan was incredible this year!!! Overall art installations, themed camps and mutants vehicles 
were more varied and impressive."  — Response #416

5. Gifting culture
The tradition of unconditional gifting, food, drinks, water, small treasures, was repeatedly called out as one 
of the event's defining highlights.

"I was truly amazed by the event, I was part of Burning Mail — this group of humans were amazing. 
The act of gifting and the generosity of the rest of the community was astounding."  — Response #89

6. Sanctuary & harm-reduction support
Sanctuary crew were praised for their compassion in handling people in distress, and the survey noted a 
record number of volunteer sign-ups for Sanctuary shifts this year.

"I also heard of the highest signup for Sanctuary shifts ever and most people showing up to their 
shifts, which was great."  — Response #92
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7. Feeling of personal safety
Despite specific safety and theft complaints (see below), many respondents specifically praised the overall 
atmosphere of trust and respect at the event.

"One of my favourite things about afrikaburn is how safe i feel there and respectful of others and 
others things everyone around me seems to be."  — Response #46

8. Overall event organisation
A number of experienced attendees explicitly rated this as one of the better-run years from a logistics 
standpoint.

"As always this was the highlight of my year. The event was great, run extremely well, the people were 
amazing."  — Response #484

9. Toilet crew's personal effort
Even amid heavy complaints about the toilet facilities themselves, the crew servicing them were personally 
thanked and gifted by name.

"The Toilet crew were amazing and I love gifting them goodies when they come by our camp. Really 
appreciate them."  — Response #70

10. Theme camp generosity & inclusion
Specific theme camps were called out for going out of their way to host, curate and welcome newcomers.

"I was part of Disko Dolce and it was the most amazing camp I could have not even imagined. So well 
organised and so well curated... The kindest most beautiful people I've ever met."  — Response #172



Where can we improve?
1. Gate / entrance queues
By far the most emotionally charged complaint. Multiple respondents reported waits of three to five-plus 
hours in the cold on arrival, describing it as a poor first impression of the event.

"I had a very bad experience at the entrance gate on Monday when we arrive (17:00). We stood in line 
for exactly 5 hours in the freezing cold and I think that it is unacceptable for such an event."  — 
Response #4

2. Toilets
Nearly 80 of the 691 responses mentioned toilets … broken doors, no lighting, no sanitiser by midweek, and 
general disrepair made this the single most-mentioned facilities complaint.

"The Binnekring toilets are oversubscribed, falling apart and, in many cases, unsafe (no doors, no 
stairs, no lights)."  — Response #31

3. Too much electronic/EDM music, not enough variety
Widespread fatigue with electronic music dominating every stage, alongside repeated requests for more 
live music and greater representation of South African and African artists.

"Too much electronic music... Its the same in every tent after 10. Surely more live music or different 
genres of music should be encouraged when camps register."  — Response #1



Monday Morning … and eerily quiet. 
Photo: Jonx Pillemer



Where can we improve?
4. Theft and safety incidents
A number of respondents reported stolen belongings, sound equipment, and valuables from camps and 
dance floors, with several calling for stronger security measures. It should be noted that comments 
mentioning theft often referred to incidents outside of the event, broken trailers on the R355 etc.

"Theft seems to becoming a larger & larger problem. Our camp lost clothing this year & last. Very 
Sad!!!"  — Response #85

5. "Weekend warriors" diluting the culture
Concern that people arriving only for the weekend show little regard for the 11 Principles, contributing to 
more MOOP and a shift away from participatory burn culture.

"The weekend warriors arrive late and take over... There seemed to be "more money" to turn radical 
self reliance into desert glamping."  — Response #239

6. Commercialisation & pricing inequity
Concern that well-resourced international theme camps with lavish gifting, combined with rising ticket 
costs, are pricing out South Africans and shifting the event toward a festival vibe.

"I wish there had been more Afrika in AfrikaBurn. Too many overseas people and not enough locals... 
The overseas people with their TEMU outfits and Coachella vibes were a bit tiring."  — Response #324
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7. Increased MOOP / inconsistent Leave No Trace enforcement
Complaints ran in both directions: some felt MOOP was noticeably worse this year, while others felt LNT 
officers were inconsistent or heavy-handed during camp inspections.

"There was a lot more MOOP though and in general I think people could do a better job of taking 
care of the toilets."  — Response #172

8. Non-consensual photography and filming
Frustration that people ignored no-photo wristbands and filmed others, including during sensitive or 
vulnerable moments, without asking.

"It bothered me A LOT how very, very few people respected my wristband requesting no video or 
photography, especially when I was hosting a workshop."  — Response (photo consent)

9. Water point supply and signage
Several respondents reported water tanks near their camps standing empty for the entire event, alongside 
general requests for clearer signage.

"You mention your water points here but they were all empty the whole time. We were right next to 
one from the beginning, it never got filled, neither other ones that we looked at."  — Response #271

10. Overcrowding, "Instagram culture" and gatekeeping
A cluster of related concerns: the event feeling bigger and more impersonal, an increase in influencer-style 
behaviour and phone use, and separately, complaints of people being turned away from spaces for reasons 
unrelated to safety.

"I witnessed gatekeeping, people being turned away, access being restricted in ways that had 
nothing to do with safety and everything to do with exclusivity."  — Response #59



"THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU! I was a virgin, and wow, 
that was one magical experience. I am so grateful I got to 
experience this week in the desert with friends and strangers 
who have common values and a vision for a kinder more 
beautiful world. I have so many memories that I want to share 
with friends and family but it's hard to describe everything back in 
the default world. Maybe this is also what makes it special. I am 
very grateful for my friends who invited me and for the 
organization making this possible. Keep it small, keep it authentic, 
it was perfect. I hope to be back! ❤"



Thanks
● All the AfrikaBurn 2026 participants. 

● Everyone who took the time to fill in the survey.

● All the photographers who shared the images we’ve used in this document (and 
the artists and creatives who made the awesome things to photograph).

● The entire operations team for creating the best AfrikaBurn ever (so far). 

● The members and directors of AfrikaBurn for their continued time and 
support given to the organisation.

● Witzenberg Municipality, South african police service.

● SAND MANDALA FOUNDATION, Art Foundation Animas, Mapula Trust.



Art: Incy Wincy Spinnekop by John Innes. Photo: Eric Squires

See you next year …





28th November 2026


