
Arbor Week Sep 1- 7

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/celebrations/national-red-wine-day-august-28
https://www.capenature.co.za/news/2022/arbor-week


MIDAS

STECO CORDLESS DRILL   |   R 799.00 BLIXEM TYRE SHINE   |   R 65.00

WYNNS CARB CLEANER   |   R 95.00  •  +20% FREE WYNNS INJECTOR CLEANER   |   R 99.00

STECO ANGLE GRINDER KIT   |   R 1 395.00 BLIXEM DEGREASER   |   R 55.00

POWER, PURR & POLISH DEALS
WORKSHOP ESSENTIALS  •  LIMITED-TIME SPECIALS



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022
https://www.facebook.com/swellendamspca
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A Statement from Lyra, Long‑Suffering Feline-
in-Chief of the Swellengram

I would like it placed on record—
preferably in bold, underlined, and
possibly accompanied by a small violin—
that the last few days have been absolute
hell. My servant, Mrs Gram, has been
swallowed whole by a tidal wave of
last‑minute nominations for
Remarkable Women. A tidal wave. A
tsunami. A catastrophic administrative
monsoon.
And where, you may ask, does that leave
me?
Ignored.
Unfed.
Un‑stroked.
Un‑admired.

I have not been out of the house. My food
bowl has been a barren wasteland. My
emotional needs have been tossed aside
like yesterday’s Flip Book drafts.
Women’s Month may be over, but I am
still here, and I would like my servant
returned to her rightful post
immediately.

Now she’s muttering about “factual
mistakes” and “typos” and wants
everyone to tell her if they spot any so
she can fix them. Honestly, if she had
paid even a fraction of the attention to
me that she has to commas and spelling,
we wouldn’t be in this situation. She also
keeps saying she can think of many
women who should be on the pages but
haven’t been nominated, and that she’s
prepared to make an addendum. I,
personally, think she should make an
addendum titled “Apologies to Lyra for
Neglecting Her”, but apparently that’s
not the vibe.

And then—oh, then—she tried to be
clever.
She made the index interactive.
“Just click on a name and go straight to
their page!” she chirped, while I watched
her with the hollow stare of a cat who
knows exactly how this will go.

Will it work?
Who knows.
Probably not.
But she tried, bless her frantic little
heart.

Before I return to my rightful position of
being adored, I must extend my
whiskered gratitude to Katana and
George, the Drostdy Museum’s resident
ginger aristocrats, for nominating me as
their Remarkable Feline Female. It was
the only bright spot in an otherwise
bleak week of servant abandonment.

Now, everyone, be good little humans
and start your journey by going to:
LYRA WHISKAS  (thats MY page) 

I will be accepting treats, praise, and
apologies throughout the day.

https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/44
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/44
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/44
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CLICK THE NAME TO
GO STRAIGHT TO HER PAGE

NB many of the stories have
been updated since first
published
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CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES IN SWELLENDAM! 
We’re putting together goodie bags for Bev Missing's upcoming

‘Newcomers to Swellendam’ event and would love to include local
businesses and services.

If you would like to introduce your business to newcomers, please send or
drop off business cards, flyers, brochures, vouchers or any promotional

information you’d like us to include @ 23 Auge street. 

Let’s give our newcomers a warm welcome while showcasing the
wonderful local businesses that make Swellendam so special! 💚

Please contact  078 367 9362 if you’d like to participate.
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First Friday is about bringing our community together, supporting
local businesses and enjoying everything that makes Swellendam such

a special place to live, visit and explore.
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A few things that happened during the
Remarkable Women Series

It took off in a way I never expected.
I thought I might scrape together
enough stories to publish one a day.
Instead, it grew into something
much bigger — and much more
meaningful.
The support and kindness people
showed one another was
extraordinary. No negativity. No
competition. Just recognition of
strengths, skills, achievements and
personality.
There was no prize at the end, no
reward, and yet people nominated
others simply because they wanted
to honour them.
Most nominators asked to remain
anonymous. Mrs Gram has kept
more secrets this month than in all
her years of posting.
Most also insisted that Lyra write
their story. She has become
insufferable.
The diversity of women nominated
was astonishing — teachers, doctors,
vets, entrepreneurs,
businesswomen, mothers,
daughters, sisters, wives,
community leaders, volunteers,
creators, carers and quiet everyday
heroes.

As Women’s month comes to an end, I’ve
been thinking about what this project has
meant — not just to the people featured,
but to me personally. When I look back
over August, I know I’ll be grateful for how
much this series has re‑affirmed my faith
in human beings.

I’ll admit it: in my more cynical
moments, I tend to think the worst. That
everyone has an agenda. That people
look out for themselves first. But as the
nominations began to arrive — each one
touching, thoughtful and deeply
sensitive — something shifted. I began
to feel genuinely hopeful about people
again. These stories reminded me that
kindness is real, generosity is real, and
that our home, Swellendam,  is full of
people who quietly lift one another up.

Some of you have asked if I was
nominated and yes, I did receive my
own (in my opinion undeserved)
share of nominations. Thank you,
truly, to those who sent them. I’m far
too embarrassed to publish anything
about myself, and Lyra has flatly
refused to write it anyway. (“They
don’t know the real you,” she scoffed,
and that was the end of that.)

I’ve gathered all the stories and
placed them in their own Collection,
which you can find at the link HERE

Whenever you feel in need of
upliftment, I hope you’ll click through
and remind yourself of the
remarkable women (and a cat)  whose
lives and legacies we are lucky to be
surrounded by.

This project has shown me  that
goodness is alive and well in
Swellendam.  It’s been a privilege to
share these stories. 

REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM
REFLECTIONS



Anja  Smith

Some humans seem to run entire
worlds while making it look
effortless. Anja Smith, manager of
the Drostdy Museum, is one of those
rare creatures — small in stature,
mighty in spirit, and endlessly
composed even when juggling a
dozen demands at once.

The Drostdy is no ordinary
workplace. It’s a living archive of
Swellendam’s layered history, and
Anja carries its stewardship with
grace. She negotiates with
committees, boards, staff, funders,
visitors and the occasional cat (I may
have wandered through once or
twice), all while keeping the
museum’s heartbeat steady. Her
team admires her deeply — not just
for her competence, but for her
calm, her kindness, and her ability to
make everyone feel part of
something meaningful.

Anja’s humility is almost comic. She
has no idea how impressive she is.
She frets about speaking English in
public, unaware that her bilingual
fluency is flawless. She worries
about doing justice to every cultural
heritage represented in Swellendam,
yet she’s already transforming the
museum into a space that reflects all
its people — not just one version of
history, but many voices woven
together..

When she’s not guiding the Drostdy
forward, she’s likely training for her
next run, travelling somewhere new,
or sharing a glass of wine (often with
my human, who says she is one of
her favourite people) and
conversation that ranges from
heritage to humanity. She listens
deeply, laughs easily, and leaves you
feeling that the world — and
Swellendam — are in very capable
hands.

A remarkable woman indeed

Lyra
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Alice Mfundisi
There are people who quietly shift the
energy of a place, who bring momentum,
curiosity and possibility wherever they go.
Alice Mfundisi is one of those people. Her
journey in Swellendam has been marked
by determination, entrepreneurial flair
and a deep commitment to growing both
herself and the town she loves.

Alice is someone who never stands
still. In recent years she has thrown
herself into expanding her skills,
earning her qualification as an
official South African tourist guide —
a milestone that reflects not only her
passion for people, but her belief in
Swellendam as a destination with
stories worth telling. She
approaches guiding with the same
enthusiasm she brings to everything
else: a desire to learn, to share, and
to uplift.

A Woman Moving Swellendam Forward

Her entrepreneurial spirit runs deep.
Alice has been steadily developing
brands and strategies aimed at
showcasing Swellendam in fresh,
exciting ways. She understands that
tourism is not just about places — it’s
about experiences, stories, identity and
connection — and she is determined to
help shape how visitors see and feel this
town. Whether she’s brainstorming new
ideas, collaborating with local
businesses or exploring ways to
highlight Swellendam’s hidden gems,
Alice is always thinking forward.

And then there’s her sommelier
qualification — a skill that adds a
whole new dimension to her work.
Alice knows her wines, and she
brings that expertise into her
storytelling, her hospitality and her
vision for local tourism. Her
knowledge is not just technical; it’s
joyful. She has a way of making wine
feel accessible, interesting and part
of the broader cultural fabric of the
region.

What makes Alice remarkable is not just
her achievements, but her attitude. She is
open, curious, hardworking and endlessly
willing to grow. She invests in herself so
she can invest in her community. She sees
potential everywhere — in people, in ideas,
in Swellendam itself — and she has the
courage to pursue it.

Alice Mfundisi is a woman on the rise, and Swellendam is rising with her..

Alice is the founder and creative force
behind Anami Art Gallery, a space that
celebrates emerging South African artists
and her own evocative mixed‑media work.
The gallery has become a vibrant meeting
point for local creativity and cultural
dialogue.
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ANITA GAFFLEY 

In a space where people often
arrive hurried, frustrated or
uncertain, Anita offers
something rare: genuine
kindness. She greets each
person as if they matter —
because to her, they do. Her
friendliness is not a
performance; it is simply who
she is. Whether she is helping
someone navigate paperwork,
answering a nervous question,
or offering a moment of
encouragement, Anita has a way
of making people feel seen,
valued and at ease.

There is a lovely lady at the
Swellendam Traffic Department
who has become, for many
residents, the unexpected
highlight of an otherwise
stressful errand. Anita Gaffley is
the warm smile at the counter,
the calm voice in the queue, and
the reassuring presence who
makes everyone feel welcome
the moment they walk through
the door.

A QUIET LIGHT IN A BUSY PLACE

Her positive attitude does not
go unnoticed. Residents speak
of her with gratitude,
describing her as someone who
“brings warmth and positivity
wherever she goes.” 

Those who know her say her
kindness is rooted in her faith —
a quiet, steady strength that
guides the way she interacts
with others. It shows in her
patience, her gentleness, and her
ability to uplift people without
even trying. In a world that can
feel rushed and impersonal,
Anita reminds us that small acts
of goodness still matter.

16

By simply being herself, Anita
has made the Swellendam
Traffic Department a nicer place
to be. She is a wonderful
example of how one person’s
warmth can brighten an entire
community -a truly deserving
nominee for the Remarkable
Woman series.

She consistently goes above and
beyond, not because she is
asked to, but because she
believes in treating people with
dignity and compassion.

https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/18
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/18


Christelle Conradie The Heart Behind the Bistro

Christelle’s story begins in a small
village in northern France, where
food was woven into daily life — a
way for people to gather, celebrate
and feel connected. That early sense
of belonging shaped her
understanding of hospitality long
before she ever dreamed of running
a bistro.

After school, her curiosity carried
her to England, where she spent a
decade in hospitality. There she
learned the quiet art of making
people feel at home — not through
grand gestures, but through
warmth, attentiveness and genuine
care.

Her adventurous spirit later took her
to Zambia, where she worked at a
safari lodge and met Josh. Together
they travelled through Africa and
Vietnam, collecting flavours,
friendships and stories that
deepened their shared love of people
and food.

When they eventually settled in
Swellendam, Christelle brought all
those experiences with her. The
bistro reflects her character:
welcoming, personal, full of colour
and shaped by her French roots and
generous nature.

Her compassion extends beyond
guests. Christelle’s love for animals
inspired her Eiffel Tower padlock
initiative, allowing visitors to leave a
small memory while supporting the
Swellendam SPCA. Over three years,
she has donated R15 000 — a quiet,
steady contribution that speaks to
her heart for those who cannot
speak for themselves.

“Welcome to my little piece of Paris
fusion.” — Christelle

Four‑legged visitors are welcomed
with the same affection. For
Christelle, hospitality is not just
what arrives on a plate; it is the
feeling of being seen, cared for and
invited to belong.

17

https://swellengram.aflip.in/Remarkable-Women-of-Swellendam#page/11


Ada Oosthuizen  
Ada Oosthuizen was truly a
remarkable woman. She loved
Swellendam with all her heart and
was incredibly proud to call it
home. Her love for the town went
far beyond the beautiful
surroundings — she loved its
people and the community that
made it special.

She was a woman who was always
willing to lend a helping hand. If
someone needed help, support, or
simply someone to listen, she was
there. She gave of herself freely
and never expected anything in
return. Her kindness, compassion
and genuine care for others
touched the lives of many people
in our community.

She was so proud of Swellendam
and everything it represented to
her. She believed in its people and
loved being part of the
community. Her warmth and
generosity left a lasting
impression on those fortunate
enough to know her.

Sadly, she is no longer with us, but
her legacy of kindness, love and
selflessness lives on in the hearts
of the people whose lives she
touched. To me, she will always be
a remarkable woman — not
because of one extraordinary
thing she did, but because of the
way she lived her life and the love
she gave so freely to others.

I am incredibly proud to call her
my mother, and I believe she
deserves to be remembered and
celebrated as the remarkable
woman she was.
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Carol De Bruin
Some families arrive in life like a
well‑cast trilogy, each chapter
strong enough to stand alone but
even better together. Carol de Bruin,
her mum Wendy, and her sister Vera
are exactly that — a triumvirate of
remarkable women who seem to run
on equal parts joy, grit and mischief.

Wendy, who looks at least twenty
years younger than she has any right
to, can often be spotted at the Market
tripping the light fantastic the
moment a guitar is tuned. Vera is the
dependable spark — hardworking,
reliable, and always ready for fun.

 And then there’s Carol: the force of
nature at the centre of it all.

Carol didn’t wait for opportunity to
arrive in Swellendam — she built it.
She started her own business to
support and uplift local enterprises,
especially in hospitality and tourism,
and quickly became the go‑to person
for anyone needing help navigating
the Nightsbridge booking system.

 Guesthouses will tell you she’s saved
them more than once, swooping in
with calm guidance, clever fixes and
her trademark kindness. She believes
wholeheartedly that communication
and networking are the heartbeat of a
thriving destination, and she lives that
belief every day

She cares deeply about treating the
world responsibly. When the drought
hit earlier this year, Carol and her
family came up with inventive
water‑saving and collection solutions
— practical, creative, and shared
generously with others. It’s typical of
her: turning challenge into
collaboration, and care into action.

And when she’s not helping others,
she’s out exploring — a fearless solo
traveller with a camera and a sense
of wonder, capturing and sharing
glimpses of her adventures. Carol
lifts people, connects them, and
reminds us all that community and
conscience can go hand in hand.

 A remarkable woman indeed. 19



Noelene Cole NADINE SMAL

Nadine Smal is truly a remarkable
woman — a devoted wife, mother,
and daughter whose energy and
compassion ripple through
everything she does.
As the owner of a local gym, she
inspires women to live life to the
fullest by embracing strength, health,
and confidence. Her encouragement
goes far beyond fitness; she builds
community and self‑belief with
every class.
Alongside her passion for wellness,
Nadine also runs a beloved pizza
place, where she crafts the most
delicious lunches and take‑away
meals. 
Balancing family, business, and
community with grace, Nadine
embodies resilience and joy — a
woman whose dedication uplifts
everyone around her.

Noelene Cole is friendly, gracious,
and deeply community‑oriented,
and embodies what it means to lead
with both heart and intellect. Her
poise and kindness are matched by
sharp business acumen — a
combination that has earned her
respect across Swellendam and
beyond.
As President of Switch, the
interdenominational church, and a
valued member of the Church
Council, Noelene brings people
together with empathy and purpose.
She listens, guides, and acts — never
too busy to lend a hand where help is
needed. Her leadership is grounded
in faith and service, and her
commitment to others reflects a life
lived with integrity and compassion.
Intelligent, capable, and unfailingly
gracious, Noelene Cole stands as a
remarkable example of how strength
and kindness can coexist beautifully.
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Zelna Steenkamp

Zelna has the most beautiful heart —
endlessly kind and deeply devoted to
every creature she meets.

 Her love for animals isn’t just part of
her work; it’s woven into who she is.
 As a veterinarian, she treats each
patient with compassion and
respect, always ready to help, no
matter the hour or circumstance.

Veterinary care is her calling, not
merely a profession. She brings
comfort to anxious owners and
healing to sick pets with a calm
confidence that reassures everyone
around her. 

I could not ask for a better vet to care
for my beloved dog — her gentle
hands and generous spirit make all
the difference.

Tracey Olivier

Tracy is my wife, partner and mother
to our children. She never complains
even if things are difficult and seems
to be hopeless, she remains strong
and steadfast. 
She always has time to help someone
in need, even if unnoticed, especially
if unnoticed! She walks with love and
only see the good in everything and
everyone. 
She is forgiving and hold no grudges.
Tracy is my inspiration and beacon
in life and a silent miracle worker
amongst her friends, family and
anyone who knows her.
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Anna Lowe 

We would like to nominate Anna,
owner of Hi Tech Alarms CC, as a
truly wonderful woman and an
inspiration to everyone around her.
Anna is an incredibly strong, caring
and compassionate person whose
willingness to help others seems to
come as naturally as breathing.
Whether it is supporting a
neighbour, uplifting a friend, or
stepping in during a difficult
moment, Anna is always the person
you can count on..

For more than 20 years, she has
successfully run her own business
— a remarkable achievement that
speaks to her determination,
dedication and unwavering
character. Building and sustaining a
business for two decades is no small
feat, and Anna has done so with
integrity, resilience and a deep
sense of responsibility to her clients
and her community.

What makes Anna truly special,
however, goes far beyond her
professional success. She has a big
heart for people and a genuine love
for the community she serves. Her
kindness, her willingness to help
wherever she can, and her positive
impact on those around her are what
set her apart. 

Anna’s success is admirable, but it is
her compassion, her generosity of
spirit and her everyday acts of
goodness that make her a truly
remarkable woman.
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Lyra Whiskas
Submitted by Katana and George of the Drostdy Museum (via their servant)
Ever since Lyra first appeared on the
pages of Swellengram, we, Katana
and George, felt something close to
“love at first sight.” Not the romantic
kind — cats are far too dignified for
that — but a deep, admiring
recognition. 

Here, at last, was a feline who was
unmistakably feminine without ever
being a pushover: strong of mind,
gentle of heart, and gifted with that
rare ability to speak honestly while
softening human frailties and
strengthening their better qualities.

Lyra sees the world — and
Swellendam — with a clarity only
cats possess. She loves her people,
cares genuinely for all creatures,
and accepts friends and neighbours
exactly as they are. She gives back
to the community in ways almost no
one notices… until the moment she
isn’t there, and suddenly everyone
feels the gap.

Of course, she also knows how to
have fun. Her satire is razor‑sharp
(which only proves her intelligence
— cats are already the superior
species), and she never forgets her
most sacred duty: to be served. She
is the boss, and yet she is fair. Being
right all the time does have its
perks, apparently

To us, Katana and George, Lyra is
the glue that holds Swellengram
together and the quiet force behind
Amanda Shackley. Like all cats of
distinction, she owns a human —
and is fortunate enough to have
chosen someone wonderfully
like‑minded.

Katana insists he has found a true
wing‑feline in Lyra, a partner in
hunting excellence. George, whose
hunting abilities are… developing…
sees her as his own Katniss
Everdeen. The name, he assures
everyone, is purely coincidental.

And so, as the loyal servant of the
Drostdy Museum’s two ginger cats, I
hereby submit their nomination for
Lyra: a remarkable feline female,
admired, adored and
unquestionably deserving.  
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Some Enchanted Evening: 
A Garden Route Recital Tour

Music lovers along the Garden
Route are in for an exceptional treat
this September as three celebrated
South African artists join forces for
a week‑long recital tour. From 14–
20 September 2026, soprano Lynelle
Kenned, baritone William Berger,
and pianist Elna van der Merwe will
present Some Enchanted Evening, a
programme that blends operatic
favourites, golden‑age musical
theatre, and beloved Afrikaans
songs

The tour includes six performances
across Knysna, George, Oudtshoorn,
Mossel Bay, Swellendam, and
Napier, hosted in a mix of historic
churches and distinctive local
venues such as the Karoo Ostrich
Emporium and Olyfkrans College.
Audiences can expect music from
Mozart, Bizet, and Puccini,
alongside classics from South
Pacific, The Wizard of Oz, and West
Side Story.

Lynelle Kenned, an award‑winning
soprano, is known for her work on
stage and screen, with standout
roles in West Side Story and The
Sound of Music. Her career includes
collaborations with major
orchestras and recognition through
the Fleur du Cap Theatre Award,
Fiësta Award, Naledi Theatre Award,
and Woordtrofee.

Internationally acclaimed baritone
William Berger brings a global
pedigree to the tour. A graduate of the
Royal Academy of Music in London, he
has performed at leading opera houses
worldwide. His recordings include
Hommage à Trois, Insomnia: A
Nocturnal Voyage in Song, and Duet,
and his accolades range from the
Lucerne Festival Prize to the Cape
Town Theatre Award.













HA!MAN
Magical Cello Concert

Also with virtuouso (and spontaneous)
keyboard, voice, flutes, movement and words -

with virtual orchestral accompaniments!

Sat 5 Sept 2026 | 19h00 | Wildebraam Berry Estate
S4, Hermitage Valley, Bethel St, Swellendam, 6740

R150 |  Bring your own picnic basket and refreshments
BOOK WITH NATALIE 0813270943  INFO@WILDEBRAAM.COZA

"From a grand orchestral cellist to a mad man ..
A perfect balance of classical artfulness and playful inspiration"

For more, visit www.hamanworld.com

https://www.hamanworld.com/


https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27






Wrought Iron

https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


Note: Gas Braai has a powder coated grey lid (not Stainless Steel as pictured)

Key Features:

• 6 Cast-Iron Burners & 2 Porcelain-Coated Grills

• 1 Flat/Ribbed Griddle & 2 Lava-Rock Baskets
• Spark Rotary Ignition, Warming Rack
• Powder Coated Grey Lid with Temperature Gauge

https://swellengram.aflip.in/sellagram-aug-20-27


KEY FEATURES:

• LED digital display panel (scan, speed, calorie, time, distance)

• 6 kg flywheel, adjustable handlebar & seat

• Supports up to 150 kg user weight

• Ideal for indoor fitness, stamina, weight management



https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary

Humans,

August has arrived, and with it comes one

of  my favourite annual observances:

Simplify Your Life Week — a noble

tradition in which you finally admit that your

homes contain too many things, most of

which are not tuna.

This week encourages you to declutter your

surroundings, calm your minds, and release

anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I,

personally, spark joy. Your collection of

mismatched Tupperware does not.

Simplify Your Life Week

Lyra’s Official Simplification

Principles

If  it’s broken, bin it.

If  you don’t need it, sell it

If  you don’t use it, sell it

If  it’s ugly, donate it.

If  it’s sentimental, keep it.

If  it’s tuna, give it to me.

As a cat of  Buffeljags with refined tastes and a

deep understanding of  human chaos, I feel it

is my civic duty to guide you through this

sacred week of  simplification.

But let’s be clear: decluttering isn’t just about

tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space.

Every object you cling to whispers a demand

— dust me, move me, remember me — until

your brain resembles a storage unit. When you

let go of  the unnecessary, you make room for

thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a

sunbeam.

Humans often underestimate the serenity of

emptiness. A clear shelf  is not a void; it’s a

promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s

potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is

not clutter; it’s art.

This week is not only about clearing

cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind.

Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and

any human who says “I’ll pop in quickly” but

stays for three hours.

And let me  remind you of  the ultimate

tool for Simplify Your Life Week — the

SELLAGRAM.

https://nationaltoday.com/simplify-your-life-week/
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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VETS & PETS
Wildlife Rescue First Responders:

VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Ross Soller: 060 367 8880 or Vicky Dreyer: 076 282 2219
Thomas Blom: 079 170 4843
Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy: 077 422 6980

John Mong:  071 833 9613
Russel Perks: 072 338 4033
Amy Mocke: 084 581 3526

SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:

Hermitage Vet: Lize Venter 028 007 0065 / 067 459 2438
Swellendam Dierehospitaal:  Dr Zelna Fourie, Adriaan Coetzee 028 514 1193
Oakhurst Animal Clinic: Marlia de Wet 028 514 1078

Carmen Stuart: 083 787 5376 or SBC 077422 6980
CHAMELEONS:

SPCA 
 028 514 2083
DOG GROOMING 
Snuf Snaf Doggy Parlour:  072 327 1050





Swellendam has always thrived on

neighbourly connection — the kind

that happens across counters, front

gardens, and familiar shop doors. In

recent years, this connection has

deepened through Local WhatsApp

Groups, where neighbours join their

specific community and interest groups.

This is where trust truly lies — in

people you know. 

Every business here, from the

long‑standing family enterprises to the

newest one‑person ventures, carries a

story worth hearing. And when those

stories are shared, something remarkable

happens: people find exactly what they

didn’t know they were looking for.

Some might jokingly call it a shill

moment when a business receives a

little extra attention, but the truth is

softer. Swellendam responds to

authenticity. People trust

recommendations that come from lived

experience, not slogans. When a service

is reliable, kind, and rooted in the

community, mentioning it isn’t

promotion — it’s neighbourly

encouragement.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHATTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE

(THE POWER OF LOCAL)

Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the

years. A small mention of  a plumber who

arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker

whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle

highlight of  a therapist, tutor, or

gardener — and suddenly residents begin

to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.”

It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern

sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s

deserved.

Local businesses are the backbone of  this

town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken,

feed what’s hungry, and keep life running

smoothly. When residents choose them,

they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship,

and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram

includes them in the newsletter, it’s never

about hype — it’s about helping the right

people find each other.

In a world full of  noise, Swellendam still

listens closely. Now, with Swellengram

available not only by email but also on

WhatsApp, its reach extends even further

into these trusted local networks.

Sometimes all a good business needs is a

quiet nudge in the right direction.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature


https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/chptr1-2%20%20Part%201
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Murder-in-the-Vineyard-Chapters3-4
https://swellengram.aflip.in/murder-in-the-vineyard-part-3
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature

	Arbor Week Sep 1- 7
	A Statement from Lyra, Long‑Suffering Feline-in-Chief of the Swellengram
	I would like it placed on record—preferably in bold, underlined, and possibly accompanied by a small violin—that the last few days have been absolute hell. My servant, Mrs Gram, has been swallowed whole by a tidal wave of last‑minute nominations for Remarkable Women. A tidal wave. A tsunami. A catastrophic administrative monsoon.
	And where, you may ask, does that leave me?
	Ignored.
	Unfed.
	Un‑stroked.
	Un‑admired.
	I have not been out of the house. My food bowl has been a barren wasteland. My emotional needs have been tossed aside like yesterday’s Flip Book drafts. Women’s Month may be over, but I am still here, and I would like my servant returned to her rightful post immediately.
	Now she’s muttering about “factual mistakes” and “typos” and wants everyone to tell her if they spot any so she can fix them. Honestly, if she had paid even a fraction of the attention to me that she has to commas and spelling, we wouldn’t be in this situation. She also keeps saying she can think of many women who should be on the pages but haven’t been nominated, and that she’s prepared to make an addendum. I, personally, think she should make an addendum titled “Apologies to Lyra for Neglecting Her”, but apparently that’s not the vibe.
	And then—oh, then—she tried to be clever.
	She made the index interactive.
	“Just click on a name and go straight to their page!” she chirped, while I watched her with the hollow stare of a cat who knows exactly how this will go.
	Will it work?
	Who knows.
	Probably not.
	But she tried, bless her frantic little heart.
	Before I return to my rightful position of being adored, I must extend my whiskered gratitude to Katana and George, the Drostdy Museum’s resident ginger aristocrats, for nominating me as their Remarkable Feline Female. It was the only bright spot in an otherwise bleak week of servant abandonment.
	Now, everyone, be good little humans and start your journey by going to:
	LYRA WHISKAS  (thats MY page)
	I will be accepting treats, praise, and apologies throughout the day.

	CAlendar of events
	CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES IN SWELLENDAM!
	FIRST FRIDAY | HELLO SPRING!
	Hello Spring.
	Hello First Friday.
	Friday, 4 September Swellendam
	From 5PM onwards

	REMARKABLE WOMEN OF SWELLENDAM
	REFLECTIONS
	Anja  Smith
	Some humans seem to run entire worlds while making it look effortless. Anja Smith, manager of the Drostdy Museum, is one of those rare creatures — small in stature, mighty in spirit, and endlessly composed even when juggling a dozen demands at once.
	The Drostdy is no ordinary workplace. It’s a living archive of Swellendam’s layered history, and Anja carries its stewardship with grace. She negotiates with committees, boards, staff, funders, visitors and the occasional cat (I may have wandered through once or twice), all while keeping the museum’s heartbeat steady. Her team admires her deeply — not just for her competence, but for her calm, her kindness, and her ability to make everyone feel part of something meaningful.
	When she’s not guiding the Drostdy forward, she’s likely training for her next run, travelling somewhere new, or sharing a glass of wine (often with my human, who says she is one of her favourite people) and conversation that ranges from heritage to humanity. She listens deeply, laughs easily, and leaves you feeling that the world — and Swellendam — are in very capable hands.
	Anja’s humility is almost comic. She has no idea how impressive she is. She frets about speaking English in public, unaware that her bilingual fluency is flawless. She worries about doing justice to every cultural heritage represented in Swellendam, yet she’s already transforming the museum into a space that reflects all its people — not just one version of history, but many voices woven together..
	A remarkable woman indeed


	Lyra
	Alice Mfundisi
	ANITA GAFFLEY
	There is a lovely lady at the Swellendam Traffic Department who has become, for many residents, the unexpected highlight of an otherwise stressful errand. Anita Gaffley is the warm smile at the counter, the calm voice in the queue, and the reassuring presence who makes everyone feel welcome the moment they walk through the door.
	In a space where people often arrive hurried, frustrated or uncertain, Anita offers something rare: genuine kindness. She greets each person as if they matter — because to her, they do. Her friendliness is not a performance; it is simply who she is. Whether she is helping someone navigate paperwork, answering a nervous question, or offering a moment of encouragement, Anita has a way of making people feel seen, valued and at ease.
	Her positive attitude does not go unnoticed. Residents speak of her with gratitude, describing her as someone who “brings warmth and positivity wherever she goes.”
	She consistently goes above and beyond, not because she is asked to, but because she believes in treating people with dignity and compassion.
	Those who know her say her kindness is rooted in her faith — a quiet, steady strength that guides the way she interacts with others. It shows in her patience, her gentleness, and her ability to uplift people without even trying. In a world that can feel rushed and impersonal, Anita reminds us that small acts of goodness still matter.
	By simply being herself, Anita has made the Swellendam Traffic Department a nicer place to be. She is a wonderful example of how one person’s warmth can brighten an entire community -a truly deserving nominee for the Remarkable Woman series.

	Christelle Conradie
	Christelle’s story begins in a small village in northern France, where food was woven into daily life — a way for people to gather, celebrate and feel connected. That early sense of belonging shaped her understanding of hospitality long before she ever dreamed of running a bistro.
	After school, her curiosity carried her to England, where she spent a decade in hospitality. There she learned the quiet art of making people feel at home — not through grand gestures, but through warmth, attentiveness and genuine care.
	Her adventurous spirit later took her to Zambia, where she worked at a safari lodge and met Josh. Together they travelled through Africa and Vietnam, collecting flavours, friendships and stories that deepened their shared love of people and food.
	When they eventually settled in Swellendam, Christelle brought all those experiences with her. The bistro reflects her character: welcoming, personal, full of colour and shaped by her French roots and generous nature.
	Her compassion extends beyond guests. Christelle’s love for animals inspired her Eiffel Tower padlock initiative, allowing visitors to leave a small memory while supporting the Swellendam SPCA. Over three years, she has donated R15 000 — a quiet, steady contribution that speaks to her heart for those who cannot speak for themselves.
	Four‑legged visitors are welcomed with the same affection. For Christelle, hospitality is not just what arrives on a plate; it is the feeling of being seen, cared for and invited to belong.
	“Welcome to my little piece of Paris fusion.” — Christelle

	Ada Oosthuizen
	She was a woman who was always willing to lend a helping hand. If someone needed help, support, or simply someone to listen, she was there. She gave of herself freely and never expected anything in return. Her kindness, compassion and genuine care for others touched the lives of many people in our community.
	She was so proud of Swellendam and everything it represented to her. She believed in its people and loved being part of the community. Her warmth and generosity left a lasting impression on those fortunate enough to know her.
	Ada Oosthuizen was truly a remarkable woman. She loved Swellendam with all her heart and was incredibly proud to call it home. Her love for the town went far beyond the beautiful surroundings — she loved its people and the community that made it special.
	Sadly, she is no longer with us, but her legacy of kindness, love and selflessness lives on in the hearts of the people whose lives she touched. To me, she will always be a remarkable woman — not because of one extraordinary thing she did, but because of the way she lived her life and the love she gave so freely to others.
	I am incredibly proud to call her my mother, and I believe she deserves to be remembered and celebrated as the remarkable woman she was.

	Carol De Bruin
	She cares deeply about treating the world responsibly. When the drought hit earlier this year, Carol and her family came up with inventive water‑saving and collection solutions — practical, creative, and shared generously with others. It’s typical of her: turning challenge into collaboration, and care into action.
	And when she’s not helping others, she’s out exploring — a fearless solo traveller with a camera and a sense of wonder, capturing and sharing glimpses of her adventures. Carol lifts people, connects them, and reminds us all that community and conscience can go hand in hand.
	Some families arrive in life like a well‑cast trilogy, each chapter strong enough to stand alone but even better together. Carol de Bruin, her mum Wendy, and her sister Vera are exactly that — a triumvirate of remarkable women who seem to run on equal parts joy, grit and mischief.
	Wendy, who looks at least twenty years younger than she has any right to, can often be spotted at the Market tripping the light fantastic the moment a guitar is tuned. Vera is the dependable spark — hardworking, reliable, and always ready for fun.
	And then there’s Carol: the force of nature at the centre of it all.
	Carol didn’t wait for opportunity to arrive in Swellendam — she built it. She started her own business to support and uplift local enterprises, especially in hospitality and tourism, and quickly became the go‑to person for anyone needing help navigating the Nightsbridge booking system.
	Guesthouses will tell you she’s saved them more than once, swooping in with calm guidance, clever fixes and her trademark kindness. She believes wholeheartedly that communication and networking are the heartbeat of a thriving destination, and she lives that belief every day
	A remarkable woman indeed.
	Noelene Cole
	Noelene Cole is friendly, gracious, and deeply community‑oriented, and embodies what it means to lead with both heart and intellect. Her poise and kindness are matched by sharp business acumen — a combination that has earned her respect across Swellendam and beyond.
	As President of Switch, the interdenominational church, and a valued member of the Church Council, Noelene brings people together with empathy and purpose. She listens, guides, and acts — never too busy to lend a hand where help is needed. Her leadership is grounded in faith and service, and her commitment to others reflects a life lived with integrity and compassion.
	Intelligent, capable, and unfailingly gracious, Noelene Cole stands as a remarkable example of how strength and kindness can coexist beautifully.


	NADINE SMAL
	Nadine Smal is truly a remarkable woman — a devoted wife, mother, and daughter whose energy and compassion ripple through everything she does.
	As the owner of a local gym, she inspires women to live life to the fullest by embracing strength, health, and confidence. Her encouragement goes far beyond fitness; she builds community and self‑belief with every class.
	Alongside her passion for wellness, Nadine also runs a beloved pizza place, where she crafts the most delicious lunches and take‑away meals.
	Balancing family, business, and community with grace, Nadine embodies resilience and joy — a woman whose dedication uplifts everyone around her.

	Zelna Steenkamp
	Zelna has the most beautiful heart — endlessly kind and deeply devoted to every creature she meets.
	Her love for animals isn’t just part of her work; it’s woven into who she is.
	As a veterinarian, she treats each patient with compassion and respect, always ready to help, no matter the hour or circumstance.
	Veterinary care is her calling, not merely a profession. She brings comfort to anxious owners and healing to sick pets with a calm confidence that reassures everyone around her.
	I could not ask for a better vet to care for my beloved dog — her gentle hands and generous spirit make all the difference.

	Tracey Olivier
	Tracy is my wife, partner and mother to our children. She never complains even if things are difficult and seems to be hopeless, she remains strong and steadfast.
	She always has time to help someone in need, even if unnoticed, especially if unnoticed! She walks with love and only see the good in everything and everyone.
	She is forgiving and hold no grudges.
	Tracy is my inspiration and beacon in life and a silent miracle worker amongst her friends, family and anyone who knows her.

	Anna Lowe
	We would like to nominate Anna, owner of Hi Tech Alarms CC, as a truly wonderful woman and an inspiration to everyone around her. Anna is an incredibly strong, caring and compassionate person whose willingness to help others seems to come as naturally as breathing. Whether it is supporting a neighbour, uplifting a friend, or stepping in during a difficult moment, Anna is always the person you can count on..
	For more than 20 years, she has successfully run her own business — a remarkable achievement that speaks to her determination, dedication and unwavering character. Building and sustaining a business for two decades is no small feat, and Anna has done so with integrity, resilience and a deep sense of responsibility to her clients and her community.
	What makes Anna truly special, however, goes far beyond her professional success. She has a big heart for people and a genuine love for the community she serves. Her kindness, her willingness to help wherever she can, and her positive impact on those around her are what set her apart.
	Anna’s success is admirable, but it is her compassion, her generosity of spirit and her everyday acts of goodness that make her a truly remarkable woman.

	Lyra Whiskas
	Submitted by Katana and George of the Drostdy Museum (via their servant)
	Ever since Lyra first appeared on the pages of Swellengram, we, Katana and George, felt something close to “love at first sight.” Not the romantic kind — cats are far too dignified for that — but a deep, admiring recognition.
	Here, at last, was a feline who was unmistakably feminine without ever being a pushover: strong of mind, gentle of heart, and gifted with that rare ability to speak honestly while softening human frailties and strengthening their better qualities.
	Lyra sees the world — and Swellendam — with a clarity only cats possess. She loves her people, cares genuinely for all creatures, and accepts friends and neighbours exactly as they are. She gives back to the community in ways almost no one notices… until the moment she isn’t there, and suddenly everyone feels the gap.
	Of course, she also knows how to have fun. Her satire is razor‑sharp (which only proves her intelligence — cats are already the superior species), and she never forgets her most sacred duty: to be served. She is the boss, and yet she is fair. Being right all the time does have its perks, apparently
	To us, Katana and George, Lyra is the glue that holds Swellengram together and the quiet force behind Amanda Shackley. Like all cats of distinction, she owns a human — and is fortunate enough to have chosen someone wonderfully like‑minded.
	Katana insists he has found a true wing‑feline in Lyra, a partner in hunting excellence. George, whose hunting abilities are… developing… sees her as his own Katniss Everdeen. The name, he assures everyone, is purely coincidental.
	And so, as the loyal servant of the Drostdy Museum’s two ginger cats, I hereby submit their nomination for Lyra: a remarkable feline female, admired, adored and unquestionably deserving.

	Some Enchanted Evening:
	A Garden Route Recital Tour
	HA!MAN
	Magical Cello Concert
	Also with virtuouso (and spontaneous) keyboard, voice, flutes, movement and words - with virtual orchestral accompaniments!
	Sat 5 Sept 2026 | 19h00 | Wildebraam Berry Estate
	BOOK WITH NATALIE 0813270943  INFO@WILDEBRAAM.COZA


	Wrought Iron
	Key Features:
	• 6 Cast-Iron Burners & 2 Porcelain-Coated Grills
	• 1 Flat/Ribbed Griddle & 2 Lava-Rock Baskets
	• Spark Rotary Ignition, Warming Rack
	• Powder Coated Grey Lid with Temperature Gauge

	KEY FEATURES:
	Simplify Your Life Week
	Humans,
	Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles

	USEFUL NUMBERS
	VETS & PETS
	VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:
	WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS
	SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:
	CHAMELEONS:
	SPCA
	DOG GROOMING

	(THE POWER OF LOCAL)
	Swellendam has always thrived on neighbourly connection — the kind that happens across counters, front gardens, and familiar shop doors. In recent years, this connection has deepened through Local WhatsApp Groups, where neighbours join their specific community and interest groups. This is where trust truly lies — in people you know.
	Every business here, from the long‑standing family enterprises to the newest one‑person ventures, carries a story worth hearing. And when those stories are shared, something remarkable happens: people find exactly what they didn’t know they were looking for.
	Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the years. A small mention of a plumber who arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle highlight of a therapist, tutor, or gardener — and suddenly residents begin to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.” It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s deserved.
	Some might jokingly call it a shill moment when a business receives a little extra attention, but the truth is softer. Swellendam responds to authenticity. People trust recommendations that come from lived experience, not slogans. When a service is reliable, kind, and rooted in the community, mentioning it isn’t promotion — it’s neighbourly encouragement.
	Local businesses are the backbone of this town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken, feed what’s hungry, and keep life running smoothly. When residents choose them, they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship, and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram includes them in the newsletter, it’s never about hype — it’s about helping the right people find each other.
	In a world full of noise, Swellendam still listens closely. Now, with Swellengram available not only by email but also on WhatsApp, its reach extends even further into these trusted local networks. Sometimes all a good business needs is a quiet nudge in the right direction.


