
magazineSCHERTZSCHERTZ
S C H E R T Z ,  T E X A S   A P R I L  2 0 2 6



ONE CALL TO CITY HALL

Report issues or concerns, request  
services, and seek information/referrals 

311
If you are calling from outside Guadalupe County, call (210) 619-
1000. Residents can also report issues and concerns online at 
Schertz.com/KeepItNice or email CustomerCare@schertz.com.

Frost bank ad

1201 Pat Booker Road  Universal City, TX 78148

Compassionate Guidance for Lifes Key Transitions -  Whether 
Navigating Custody or Planning Your Estate - We’re Here to Help!

Proudly Serving
Bexar, Guadalupe, and Comal Counties as well as the  

Greater Randolph Metrocom Area

(210) 200-8519
WWW.BARGERLAWFIRM.COM

PROBATE , ESTATE PLANNING 
& FAMILY LAW

Wills, Trusts & 
Estate Planning

Medical & Financial 
Powers of Attorney

Probate & Trust 
Administration

Child Custody and 
Child Support
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NEWS POLICY
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and event announcement items. Publication is not 
guaranteed. If you would like to submit an item to 
Schertz Magazine, email magazine@schertz.com or 
call (210) 619-1630. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication 
does not constitute endorsement by the City of 
Schertz. Articles that appear in Schertz Magazine do 
not necessarily reflect the official position of the City 
of Schertz and does not constitute an endorsement 
therein. Any publication of Schertz Magazine is 
sole property of the City of Schertz and cannot be 
reproduced or distributed in any way without the 
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ABOUT OUR MAGAZINE
Schertz Magazine is a monthly popular lifestyle/entertainment/
community events publication wholly owned and operated by 
the City of Schertz and produced internally by the Schertz Public 
Affairs Department. It serves as the primary dissemination source 
for government information for a growing city of over 43,000 
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The 18th Annual Kick Cancer Pep Rally & 5K Run, held on March 7, brought 
the Schertz community together once again for a powerful morning of 
support, remembrance, and hope. Despite the uncertain forecast, the 
weather cooperated just in time, allowing the event to go off without a hitch. 

This year’s race welcomed 467 participants who came out to run, walk, and 
stand united in the fight against cancer. A strong showing from SCUCISD 
once again highlighted the community’s involvement, with the Patriot 
Roadrunners bringing the largest team with 103 members. 

The Clemens High School Cheer team brought incredible spirit and 
enthusiasm to the Pep Rally. Participants also enjoyed a lively group warm-
up by our very own recreation specialist, Amie Stevens, that helped get 
everyone energized and ready to hit the course. 

The event, which began in 2009 to honor the courageous battle of 
former Schertz City Councilmember Tony Wilenchik against stage-4 
Leiomyosarcoma cancer, has now generated over $227,500 in total 
donations toward the cause and has grown into a beloved annual tradition. It 
continues to serve as a beacon of hope and solidarity for those affected by 
cancer while demonstrating the impact a community can make together. 

This year, the event was made possible thanks to the generous support 
of our Iron Sponsors, Schertz Cibolo Emergency Clinic and H-E-B, whose 
continued commitment plays a key role in the success of Kick Cancer 
each year. We are also incredibly grateful to our t-shirt sponsors — Rapid 
Plumbing, Schertz Bank & Trust, Blue Bonnet Palace, GVEC, Orange Theory, 
and Renewal by Andersen— whose contributions helped bring the event to 
life and support the fight against cancer. 

Thanks to the support of participants, sponsors, and community 
members, more than $10,200 was raised this year for the UT Health 
San Antonio MD Anderson Cancer Center to help advance cancer 
research. We are truly thankful for the generosity and enthusiasm of our 
community, whose continued support allows this meaningful event and 
tradition to thrive each year. 

PE
P R

ALLY AND 5K RU
N

RALLYING IN SUPPORT 
OF CANCER RESEARCH 

OVERALL WINNERS

Andrew Hill, 19 Time: 19:00.869

Christine Blackwell, 42 Time: 21:47.796

For a full list of winners go to  
Schertz.com/KickCancer 
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HEADLINESCITY

The City of Schertz will hold a Special 
Election on April 4 to elect the 
following: 
	■ Councilmember Place 6 to serve 

the remainder of the term expiring 
November 2027.

Voter Information
	■ Polling locations are the same for all 

residents of Schertz (Bexar, Comal, 
and Guadalupe Counties)

	■ One location available for Election 
Day voting 

	■ Polling location and hours listed 
below 

Election Day - April 4, 2026
Polling Location:
	■ Elections Office – Schertz Annex  

1101 Elbel Rd. 
Schertz, TX 78154

* The Elections Office in Seguin will not be open 
on April 4, 2026.

Election Day Hours:
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. (Schertz Annex  
Office Only)

  �For more election information and 
polling locations go to Schertz.
com/SpecialElection or contact City 
Secretary, Sheila Edmondson at 
(210) 619-1030. 

Notice of Special Election 

THE HAL BALDWIN SCHOLARSHIP ENCOURAGES
YOUNG PEOPLE TO CONSIDER PUBLIC SERVICE

AND IS OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF SCHERTZ.

SCHERTZ.COM/HALBALDWIN
SCAN TO APPLY APPLICATIONS DUE TO CITY

MANAGER'S OFFICE BY 5 P.M.
ON THURSDAY, APRIL 30.
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Schertz Parks and Recreation Shines at TRAPS Annual 
Institute and Expo 

The event brought together over 1,000 
park and recreation professionals from 
170 cities across Texas to share ideas, 
learn best practices, and celebrate 
excellence in the field. 

During the conference, the Schertz 
parks maintenance crew showcased 
their skills in the highly competitive 
State Maintenance Rodeo. Competing 
in six of the seven events, the team 
brought home multiple awards: 

Other rodeo events included Backhoe 
Operation (Ian King & Robert Dobratz), 
Irrigation Assembly (Ian King & Diego 
Martinez), and Plant and Weed 
Identification (Steven Lovelace). 

The department also earned the 
following awards:  
	■ Class IV Gold Medal Award for 

Department Excellence 
	■ Class IV Arts and Humanities Award 

for Monster’s Vale Collegium 

Schertz staff also contributed to the 
conference as presenters. Cassie 
Paddock and Sydney Paredes 
shared their expertise, and the city’s 
Emergency Management Coordinator, 
Brandon High, presented a session on 
emergency preparedness for parks and 
recreation professionals. 

Schertz Parks and Recreation staff 
volunteered more than 50 hours during 
the conference and provided event 
support in a variety of ways. Team 
members served as CEU monitors 
and room hosts, Sydney Paredes 
served as the Institute Volunteer 
Coordinator, Kat Scheel assisted on the 
Awards Committee helping to grade 
submissions, Jared Montney served 
as the Irrigation Assembly judge at the 
State Maintenance Rodeo, and Lauren 
was re-sworn in as Central Region 
Director while also serving as a Tex-
tern Mentor. 

The Schertz Parks and Recreation 
Department’s participation in TRAPS 
underscores their commitment 
to excellence, leadership, and 
professional development, reinforcing 
their dedication to providing high-
quality services and programs for the 
Schertz community. 

 

THE SCHERTZ PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
RECENTLY MADE A STRONG SHOWING AT THE TEXAS 
RECREATION AND PARK SOCIETY (TRAPS) ANNUAL 
INSTITUTE AND EXPO IN CORPUS CHRISTI, HELD 
FEBRUARY 10–13. 

STATE MAINTENANCE RODEO AWARDS

WINNERS AWARDS

Truck and Trailer: Cole Moody & Steven Lovelace 3rd place    

Zero Turn Mower: Ray Tyquiengco 3rd place

Nail Drive: Cole Moody 4th place
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HEADLINESCITY

Child Abuse Prevention and 
Awareness Month
This observance focuses on 
strengthening families, promoting 
child safety, and preventing abuse and 
neglect. Go Blue Day will be observed 
on Friday, April 3. Residents are 
encouraged to wear blue to  
show support for children and  
families in our community.

National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week 
APRIL 12 – 18 

This week honors the dispatchers 
who serve as the first point of contact 
during emergencies. Their calm voices 
and quick actions play a critical role in 
public safety every day. 

Month of the Military Child 
This month recognizes the sacrifices 
and unique challenges military children 
experience while supporting their 
families and our nation. Purple Up for 
Military Kids Day will take place on 
Wednesday, April 15. Wearing purple 
is a meaningful way to recognize the 
strength and resilience of military 
children, especially in a community that 
proudly supports military families.

Animal Care and Control 
Appreciation Week 
APRIL 12 – 18 

Join us in recognizing our Animal 
Services team for their dedication 
to protecting pets and promoting 
responsible pet ownership in 
Schertz. The month also includes 
Adopt a Shelter Pet Day on April 
30, highlighting the many animals 
available for adoption.

Volunteer Recognition Day 
APRIL 20 

We recognize the volunteers who 
generously give their time and talents 
to support City programs, events, and 
initiatives, including those who serve on 
City boards and commissions. 

Administrative Professionals 
Week 
APRIL 19 – 25 

This week honors the administrative 
professionals across City departments 
who help keep operations running 
smoothly. Administrative Professionals 
Day is also celebrated on April 22.

National Library Week
APRIL 19 – 25 

See more about National Library Week 
on pages 10 – 12.

National Crime Victims’  
Rights Week 
APRIL 19 – 25 

This week recognizes the 
accomplishments of the victims’ rights 
movement and the progress made in 
supporting victims.

Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month 
This month recognizes the resilience of 
survivors and encourages community 
support. Residents can participate in 
Denim Day on Wednesday, April 29.

Schertz Recognizes April National Days, Weeks and Months 
APRIL OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO RECOGNIZE THE 
PEOPLE, PROFESSIONS, AND CAUSES THAT STRENGTHEN 
OUR COMMUNITY. THE CITY OF SCHERTZ IS PROUD TO 
HIGHLIGHT THESE OBSERVANCES AND ENCOURAGES 
RESIDENTS TO JOIN US IN SHOWING APPRECIATION AND 
RAISING AWARENESS THROUGHOUT THE MONTH. BELOW 
ARE THE APRIL 2026 RECOGNITIONS:

Residents are encouraged to participate by wearing the designated colors, sharing messages of support, and thanking 
those who make Schertz a strong and caring community.
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Celebrating Women in Public Service 

The luncheon served as a reminder of 
the vital role women play in shaping 
strong, connected communities through 
their dedication and leadership. We 

In honor of Women’s History Month, 
the 2nd Annual Women’s Appreciation 
Luncheon was held on Wednesday, 
March 18 to celebrate and recognize 
the incredible women serving in public 
service across our region. Women 
from the City of Schertz, City of Cibolo, 
SCUCISD and the surrounding areas 
came together for an afternoon 
of connection, recognition and 
appreciation.  

The event, made possible by premier 
sponsors Schertz Bank & Trust, 
Linebarger Attorneys at Law and 
Physicians Premier ER, along with other 
sponsors, provided an opportunity 
for attendees to enjoy lunch while 
engaging in meaningful conversations 
centered on leadership, service, and 
the impact women make in their 
communities each day.  

are grateful for the many women who 
serve, lead, and inspire across our 
cities and schools, and we are proud to 
celebrate their contributions.  

The Schertz Police Department recently 
honored the retirement of Patrolman 
Bill Freeman during a ceremony held 
on February 26, celebrating nearly 
20 years of dedicated service to the 

community. Known for his experience 
and commitment to mentoring others, 
Freeman leaves behind a lasting impact 
on the department. 

Freeman joined the Schertz Police 
Department in April 2006 following 
a distinguished 20-year career in the 
United States Air Force, where he 
achieved the rank of Master Sergeant. 
During his time with Schertz, he served 
in numerous roles including Patrol, Field 
Training Officer, Negotiator, School-
Based Law Enforcement Officer, K9 
Handler, and Mental Health Officer. A 
Master Peace Officer, he was respected 
for his professionalism, leadership, 
and dedication to training the next 
generation of officers. 

The City of Schertz and the Schertz 
Police Department extend their sincere 
appreciation to Patrolman Freeman for 
his years of service and wish him all the 
best in his well-earned retirement. 

Honoring a Career of Service: Patrolman Bill Freeman Retires 

Happy Retirement
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Find Your Joy at the 
Schertz Public Library 
AS NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK RETURNS APRIL 19 TO 
25, 2026, THE SCHERTZ PUBLIC LIBRARY IS INVITING 
THE COMMUNITY TO DO EXACTLY WHAT THIS YEAR’S 
THEME ENCOURAGES: FIND YOUR JOY.  

By DEVAN CHRISTENSEN

For some, that joy is a quiet 
moment with a book. For 
others, it is the laughter of 
a toddler at storytime, the 

strategy of a chess match, the comfort 
of a quilting circle, or the confidence 
that comes from learning to navigate 
new technology. At the Schertz Public 
Library, joy shows up in countless ways 
every day, shaped by each person who 
walks through the doors or logs on 
from home.  

Library Director Lizzi Bertoia says 
that is the beauty of this year’s 
theme. “There really is something for 
everyone, and finding joy at the library 
can look different for everybody.” 
On any given day, she sees patrons 
reading the newspaper, working on 
a puzzle, exploring in the children’s 
area, building skills on the computers, 
or connecting with staff and 
neighbors. “That freedom to discover, 
to choose your own path, and to find 
meaning in your own way is what 
makes the library such a vibrant, 
essential part of the community.”  

For Senior Librarian Joshua Romero, 
who leads Adult Services, joy is deeply 
personal. “‘Find Your Joy’ means 
finding something that lights you up 
inside. Something that puts a smile on 
your face and a sense of excitement 
in your eyes,” he said. That spark 

might come from a longtime quilting 
group that has grown into a circle of 
friendship and support, or from a newly 
launched chess program that brings 
players together across generations. 
Romero is proud to offer the library as 
a place where others can gather, learn, 
and connect over a shared interest.  

In Youth Services, Senior Librarian 
April Toman sees joy from the very 
beginning of life. “The ‘Find Your Joy’ 
message highlights what libraries truly 
are today; welcoming, vibrant spaces 
filled with creativity, discovery, and 
connection,” she said, challenging 
the outdated stereotype of libraries 
as quiet, passive places. For her, joy 
is visible in babies bouncing during 
storytime, toddlers “cooking” in the play 
kitchen, children experimenting with 
science, and teens laughing together 
with their peers.  

Toman is especially proud of the 
library’s reading initiatives, including 
the Summer and Winter Reading 
Challenges, the year-long Extreme 
Book Nerd Challenge, and the 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten program. 
While summer reading originally 
focused on preventing learning loss 
over summer break, today these 
programs are designed to build 
lifelong reading habits and create 
shared family experiences. She is 

also excited about the library’s new 
designation as a Family Place Library 
through a grant from the Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission, 
which will strengthen early childhood 
programming and create interactive, 
play-based learning spaces for children 
ages 0 to 3.  

Joy at the library is not limited to in-
person experiences. Senior Librarian 
Steph Barbosa-Wynn, who leads Virtual 
Services, sees it in everyday moments. 
“No matter what you are interested in, 
the library has something to discover. 
Joy looks different on everyone,” she 
said. Sometimes that joy happens 
with a library card and a smartphone—
downloading an eAudiobook for a 
road trip, streaming a movie at home, 
or completing an online course. Other 
times, it’s found flipping through pages 
in a cozy corner of the building. 

Barbosa-Wynn is particularly excited 
about the library’s growing collection 
of eResources, which support lifelong 
learning at every stage. From financial 
research tools and tutoring platforms 
to language learning programs and 
professional development courses, 
the digital library extends far beyond 
the building’s walls. One of the 
newest additions, Fiero Code, teaches 
coding skills to learners of all ages 
and helps build digital literacy and 

Features  
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problem-solving abilities that translate 
to the classroom and the workplace.  

The impact of these services is often 
seen in small but powerful moments. 
Toman recalls a patron who arrived 
near closing time, worried because 
her home internet was down and 
she needed to complete something 
important. When she learned she could 
check out a mobile hotspot, “you could 
see the relief wash over her,” Toman 
said. “Sometimes what we offer isn’t 
just convenient, it’s essential.”  

Barbosa-Wynn witnesses similar 
transformations during tech help 
sessions. Many patrons arrive feeling 
intimidated by technology and unsure 
of where to start. They leave with 
greater confidence and understanding. 
“Libraries matter because we provide 
patient, judgment-free support,” she 
said. “We empower people with 
knowledge and confidence to improve 
their daily lives.”  

Bertoia sees those stories repeated 
across the library. “Every day, people 
turn to the public library for answers, 
direction, and encouragement,” she 
said. “In every interaction, libraries help 
bridge gaps and open doors.”  

That commitment to access will 
soon expand even further with the 
addition of a new mobile outreach 

vehicle funded through a 2026 
Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission (TSLAC) Special Projects 
Grant. The vehicle will bring books, 
programs, technology support, and 
resources directly into neighborhoods 
and community spaces, ensuring that 
residents who cannot easily visit the 
building can still experience everything 
the library has to offer.  

Behind every service is a team that 
finds joy in the work itself. For Toman, 
it is the relationships she builds with 
children and families. For Romero, it is 
connecting with patrons and seeing 
a program bring people together. For 
Barbosa-Wynn, it is being part of those 
“aha” moments when someone realizes 
they can do something they once 
thought was out of reach. For Bertoia, 
it is sharing the possibilities the library 
holds and watching someone’s face 
light up when they discover what has 
been waiting for them all along.  

If it has been a while since your last 
visit, the message from the Schertz 
Public Library team is simple: you 
are always welcome. Whether you 
are looking for a book, a class, a 
quiet space, a new skill, or a sense of 
community, there is something here for 
you. This National Library Week, visit, 
connect, explore, and find your joy.

Libraries matter because 
we provide patient, 
judgment-free support. 
We empower people 
with knowledge and 
confidence to improve 
their daily lives.”  
– STEPH BARBOSA-WYNN 
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HOW LIBRARY PATRONS  
Find THEIR Joy

To celebrate National Library Week, we asked folks to share  
what brings them joy at the Schertz Public Library.

I consider the Schertz Library 
a second home. I read all my 

newspapers, financial magazines, 
and books here every day.

– Marx Lim 

We find joy in the camaraderie 
and shared interest of the poetry 

group that meets monthly  
at the library.

– Cathy Martson, Chris Billings,  
Cathy Wilkes

SCHERTZ
PUBLIC
LIBRARY 

Knowledgeable staff, well-laid out 
building design, the fact that there 
is a space dedicated to genealogy 

research, Texana history, and  
a genealogy group. 

– Jim Clair 

Joy is the ultimate gift from 
interesting people you meet, places 

you go and things you see, hear 
and read. All of these can be found 

at the Schertz Library.
– Janice Waddy

Checking out books so we don’t have to buy them,  
playing computer games, finding homeschool resources, 

and gathering with our homeschool friends at the  
monthly Homeschool Huddle—plus this was the first  
library to accept our self-published children’s book, 

Momma, Why Do We Homeschool?”
– Kamika Raby, Nehemiah (10), Malachi (8) and Elijah (4)

The camaraderie of all the people who 
attend the Sew Let it Bee Quilt Group—
it is like a family. I also find a lot of joy 
seeing the happy kids coming out of 

storytime with their craft projects.
– Charlotte DesRoches

Coming to Mahjong  
every Tuesday and 

spending quality time  
with my friends.

– Jann Steed
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Find your new home at 
TheCrossvine.com

All paths lead 
to possibilities
Wander trails and greenbelts. Relax and play in verdant 
open spaces. Join in community events. At the end of 
the day, come home to comfort.

CITY NOTIFICATIONS 
SENT VIA
  •    Phone call
  •    Email
  •    Text message

SIGN UP TODAY!

®

GET EMERGENCY ALERTS INSTANTLY 
The use of this system allows local public safety officials 
to send mass notifications to registered users through 

both land-lines and a variety of electronic devices during 
a natural or man-made emergency.

GO TO SCHERTZ.COM/ALERTS TO SIGN UP NOW! 

RECEIVE EMERGENCY  ALERTS  WITH
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Infrastructure Projects 
Moving Schertz 
Forward  
INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE HELPS ENSURE 
SCHERTZ REMAINS A SAFE, RELIABLE, AND  
GROWING COMMUNITY. 

By DEVAN CHRISTENSEN

From maintaining neighborhood 
streets to upgrading utilities 
and building new public safety 
facilities, the City continues 

making improvements that serve 
residents today while preparing for  
the future. 

Maintaining safe and reliable streets 
remains a key priority. Through the 
Street Preservation and Maintenance 
Program (SPAM), Schertz takes a 
proactive approach to maintaining 
roadways, addressing deterioration, 
and extending pavement life. 

Between July 1 and December 31, 
2025, the Streets Maintenance 
Division completed significant routine 
maintenance across the city. During 
that six-month period, crews repaired 
473 potholes, addressed 41 reported 
street issues, placed more than 
823 tons of asphalt, and completed 
nearly one mile of crack sealing in the 
Willow Grove Estates neighborhood. 
Preventative maintenance like crack 
sealing helps keep water out of 
pavement and slow deterioration. 

Several larger street 
rehabilitation projects are 
also underway. 

The 2024 SPAM Rehabilitation 
Project in the Dove Meadows 
and Silvertree neighborhoods 
includes concrete replacement, 
pavement repairs, and roadway 
improvements to restore aging 
streets and extend their lifespan. 
Final paving and restoration 
work, including topsoil and sod 
replacement in construction areas, 
is expected to be completed in 
early spring as weather allows. 

The Maple Drive SPAM 
Rehabilitation Project is also 
underway. The west end of 
Maple Drive will receive surface 
street work, the middle section 
will undergo full roadway 
reconstruction, and the eastern 
portion and Randolph Avenue 
intersection will receive targeted 
concrete and pavement repairs. 

In Buffalo Valley South, crews are 
replacing aging water and sewer lines 

before reconstructing the roadway. 
Most underground utility work is 
complete, and crews are finishing 
roadway preparation and curb 
replacement before paving begins. 
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Looking ahead, design work is 
nearly complete for the 2025 SPAM 
Rehabilitation Project, which includes 
improvements in the Kramer Farms 
neighborhood. Once finalized, the 
project will move into the bidding 
process before construction begins. 

Planning is also underway for the 
2026 SPAM Program, which will focus 
on resurfacing streets in Woodland 
Oaks, Horseshoe Oaks, and Fairway 
Ridge. Additional resurfacing work is 
planned for Savannah Drive, along 
with new crosswalk improvements 
on Savannah Drive and within the 
Homestead subdivision to improve 
pedestrian safety. 

Additional coordinated infrastructure 
work is planned in Northcliffe Country 
Club Estates and Schertz Forest, where 
street rehabilitation will be paired with 
water and sewer line replacement. 

Beyond roadway improvements, 
construction activity has begun on 

Fire Station No. 4, located at 17355 
Wiederstein Road. Site clearing has 
been completed, and crews are 
actively moving dirt and preparing the 
site for construction. 

Additional drainage and water and 
wastewater infrastructure projects 
are currently in design or expected to 
begin construction soon. 

Residents may also notice several 
transportation projects underway in 
and around Schertz led by the Texas 
Department of Transportation to 
improve mobility and safety on major 
state roadways.

  �For updates on City projects, visit 
Schertz.com/CIP. Information on 
state transportation projects can  
be found at TxDOT.gov, or by 
following the Texas Department  
of Transportation (San Antonio)  
on Facebook. 

Maintaining safe and 
reliable streets remains 
a key priority. Through 
the Street Preservation 
and Maintenance 
Program (SPAM), Schertz 
takes a proactive 
approach to maintaining 
roadways, addressing 
deterioration, and 
extending pavement life.  
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T H I S  M O N T Hin Schertz

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
Joy & Fulfillment Spring 
Awakening Workshop (Transform 
& Elevate Series)

April 2 @ 6 – 7:30 p.m.   Library Meeting Room 1

Story & Swim (Ages 7 yrs. & 
under) 

April 3 @ 10 – 11:30 a.m. Schertz Aquatic Center  

Schertz Hometown Harvest April 4 @ 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Pickrell Park  

Lego Lab (Ages 5+) April 4 @ 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Library Program Room  

Baseball Tots  Tuesdays, April 7 – May 5 @ 
5 p.m. & 5:45 p.m. 

Schertz North Center  

Schertz Area Genealogists 
Meeting 

April 7 @ 6:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Adult Archery Wednesdays, April 8 – 29  
@ 9 – 10:30 a.m. 

Schertz Community Center  

Poem in Your Pocket: Reception 
& Open Mic for Cibolo Creek 
Review (Adults) 

April 9 @ 7 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Nature Discovery Series: Discover 
What’s Blooming 

April 11 @ 9:30 a.m. Crescent Bend Nature Park  

Ed-ZOO-cation April 11 @ 10 a.m. Crescent Bend Nature Park  

Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners Lunch & Learn (Adults) 

April 11 @ 11:30 a.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Sunday Afternoon Mindful 
Meditation (Adults) 

April 12 @ 1 p.m. Library Program Room  

Puzzle Swap April 12 @ 12 – 1:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2  

Book Bedazzling (Adults) April 16 @ 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Together We Play April 18 @ 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Community Playscape  

Family Read & Play (all ages) April 18 @ 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. Library Program Room    

Native Plant Society Seed 
Cleaning & Packaging

April 19 @ 1 – 3 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Cookie Decorating Class: Fiesta 
Themed 

April 22 @ 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Schertz North Center  

Read Before Booksale April 24 & 25 @ 10 a.m. –  
5 p.m. 

Library Program Room  

Girls with Grit: Garden Box Build 
(Advanced Skills) 

April 25 @ 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Schertz North Center  

Nature Scavenger Hunt: BioBlitz April 26 @ 3:30 p.m.  Crescent Bend Nature Park 

BOOK BEDAZZLING 
Thurs., April 16 | 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. | 
Library Meeting Room 1 

Join us for a bedazzled book 
cover craft! Bring your own book, 
and we’ll provide the supplies. 
DIY your favorite cover with 
gems and create a unique gift or 
eye-catching display piece. No 
registration required. Limited to the 
first 20 attendees (adults only). 

NEXT MONTH IN SCHERTZ... 

STORY & SWIM 
Fri., May 1 | 10 – 11:30 a.m. | Schertz 
Aquatic Center 

Join us for our final Story & Swim 
of the season! Families will enjoy 
storytime, a craft or activity, 
and swim time with a certified 
instructor. Parents are required to 
participate and accompany their 
children in the pool. Register at the 
YMCA Welcome Center. 

Save the  

Date
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RECURRING PROGRAMS
Paper Crafting Crop (Adults) Fourth Sunday @ 12 — 5 p.m. Library Program Room 

Unlimited Horizons Writing Workshop Second Sunday @ 3 – 5 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Senior Center Tech Help** Second Monday @ 10 — 11 a.m. Schertz Senior Center  

Monster’s Vale: Fighter Practice Mondays @ 6 p.m. Pickrell Park Large Pavilion  

Library Quilt Bee (Time varies, check online)  Second and Fourth Tuesday and Third Saturday Library Meeting Room 1

Beginner/High Beginner Line Dance Class Tuesdays @ 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. Community Center 

Toddler Storytime (Ages 20 months – 3 yrs.) Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. 
Thursdays @ 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

Library Program Room

Weekly Mahjong Open Play Tuesdays @ 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Preschool Storytime (Ages 3 – 6 yrs.) Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 11 - 11:45 a.m. &
Thursdays @ 12 – 12:45 p.m.

Library Program Room

Improver/Intermediate Line Dance Class Tuesdays @ 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Community Center 

Teen Tuesdays (Ages 13 – 18 yrs.) Tuesdays @ 4:45 – 6:15 p.m. Library Program Room 

Screen Smarts: Smartphone Basics  First Tuesday @ 5 – 6 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1

Paws to Read (independent readers) Wednesdays @ 1 – 2 p.m. & 5 – 6:30 p.m. Library Program Room   

Discovery (Ages 6 – 9 yrs.) Wednesdays @ 4 – 4:45 p.m. Library Program Room 

Walk-in Tech Help Wednesdays Wednesdays @ 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1 

Baby & Me Storytime  (Ages Birth – 24 months) Thursdays @ 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Library Program Room 

InbeTween (Ages 8 – 12 yrs.) Thursdays @ 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Library Program Room 

Medicare 101 Info. Session (Adults) Last Thursday @ 6 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1  

Jugando y Aprendiendo En La Biblioteca  
(20 meses a 3 años) 

Viernes @ 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Library Program Room 

Monster’s Vale: LARP Saturdays @ 12 – 4 p.m. Pickrell Park  

*     Library spice kits adults will be available the first week of April, featuring Bay Leaf. 

**   A membership to the Schertz Senior Center is required to attend tech help at the Senior Center.  

WE’RE SEEKING VENDORS 
who can showcase the best our local farmers, 
ranchers, and food artisans have to offer. Don’t  

miss this fantastic opportunity to grow your  
business and connect with the community. 

Vendor  

Applications  

Now Open!

EVERY FIRST SATURDAY 
APRIL – JUNE / AUG – NOV 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Large Pavilion at Pickrell Park

Experience the best of local flavor and community 
spirit at the Schertz Hometown Harvest Farmers 
Market! Featuring fresh, locally grown produce, 
handmade goods, and delicious food from area 
vendors, the market is your one-stop shop 
for all things fresh and unique.

Vendor applications are 
open now! Learn more 
and apply today!Schertz.com/hometownharvest 
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the fascinating world of Texas horned 
lizards—learning about their connection 
to carpenter ants, their unique 
history, and their important role in our 
ecosystem. Plus, don’t miss special live 
animal appearances that bring the zoo 
right to the trail. Join us at 9:30 a.m. at 
the first parking lot near the restroom 
building and trailhead for a fun, free, 
and educational morning in the great 
outdoors. 

Girls With Grit: Garden Box Build 
(Workshop 2) 
For participants ready to level up. 
Building on skills from Workshop 
1, participants will learn additional 
tool techniques while constructing a 
beautiful, functional garden box to take 
home. Join us on Saturday, April 25 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a day filled 
with fun and a chance to build on your 
participant’s skills. This workshop is for 
ages 8 to 16 years old. 
* Must have attended Workshop 1 

BaseballTots
Step up to the plate with BaseballTots. 
These classes focus on developing 
motor skills and baseball basics like 
throwing, catching, hitting, and running. 
It’s all about fun, skill development, 
and creating memorable moments. 
Classes will be held on Tuesdays from 
April 7 through May 5 at the North 
Center. Ages 2 to 3 will meet from 5 
to 5:40 p.m., and ages 3 to 5 will meet 
from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. BaseballTots is 
a great way to introduce baseball to 
young kids. 
* Parent participation is required with 2– 3 age group. 

Schertz Hometown Harvest 
Experience the best of local flavor 
and community spirit at the Schertz 
Hometown Harvest Farmers Market on 
Saturday, April 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Pickrell Park. Featuring fresh, locally 
grown produce, handmade goods, 
and delicious food from area vendors, 
the market is your one-stop shop for 
all things fresh and unique. Whether 
you’re shopping for your weekly 
groceries or looking for a fun outing, 
Hometown Harvest is the perfect place 
to connect, shop, and explore. 

Ed-Zoo-Cation & Nature 
Discovery Series 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 
11 and join us at Crescent Bend Nature 
Park for a morning packed with outdoor 
adventure and wild discoveries. This 
month, Nature Discovery and Ed-ZOO-
Cation will take place on the same 
day, creating one exciting experience 
perfect for curious kids, nature lovers, 
and zoo animal fans alike. 

Families will explore the park alongside 
Texas Master Naturalist volunteers, 
who will talk about What’s Blooming, 
while zoo representatives dive into 

Fiesta Cookie Decorating 
Bring the fiesta to life with this colorful 
and creative cookie decorating 
class. Perfect for all ages, this fun-
filled workshop will have participants 
decorating bright and festive cookies 
inspired by classic Fiesta flair. From 
bold florals to vibrant patterns and 
cheerful designs, you’ll learn easy 
decorating techniques to make your 
cookies pop with color. This class will 
be held on Wednesday, April 22 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the North Center. 
* Parents must be present for participants under the 
age of 18 and assist children under the age of 6. 

Together We Play 
Join us on Saturday, April 18 from 10 
a.m. to noon at the Schertz Community 
Playscape for a vibrant celebration of 
community and connection. This family-
friendly event will feature: 
	■ Information Vendors: Explore booths 

from local organizations offering 
resources and services that promote 
inclusivity, accessibility, and overall 
wellness.

	■ Inclusive Activities: Enjoy adaptive 
games, sensory stations, water 
games, and entertainment for people 
of all ages and abilities.

	■ Community Spirit: Celebrate the 
start of summer in a space where 
everyone belongs.

Bring your loved ones, embrace 
diversity, and make this event 
unforgettable. Admission is free, and 
everyone is welcome. 

  �For more information and to 
register for Parks & Recreation 
programs and events, visit 
Schertz.com/civicrec.
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POOL
PASSES $40 BASE RATE 

$10 PER ADDITIONAL

FAMILY MEMBER 

MAKE A SPLASH 
THIS SUMMER!

NOW
AVAILAB

LE!

Pickrell Park Pool Hours: 
Tuesday - Sunday, 12 - 7 p.m.
May 23 - September 7
*Closed May 27-30 
*Open weekends only August 9 - September 7
(Closed Mondays for Maintenance) 

The
Read Before

Sale!
Bookstore

Friday and Saturday
April 24 & 25

10:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m
Fill a bag for just $5!
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FOR A COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF ALL LIBRARY EVENTS PLEASE VISIT SCHERTZLIBRARY.ORG.

1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten 
The Schertz Public Library & the 
Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions Club have 
partnered to offer an early literacy 
initiative called 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten. This project encourages 
parents to read aloud at least 1,000 
books with their children before they 
enter school. Register your child online 
or at the Children’s Information Desk 
to receive a free tote bag. Children will 
earn a sticker or book for every 100 
books read. Visit Schertz.com/1bbk for 
more information. 

Joy & Fulfillment Spring 
Awakening Workshop:  
Transform & Elevate Series
Join us in Meeting Room 1 on Thursday, 
April 2 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. for the start 
of a new series designed to guide 
participants through a journey of 
self-discovery, personal growth, and 
intentional living. On the first Thursday 
of each month, presentations will build 
upon the last, but each can also stand 
alone. April’s workshop is designed to 
amplify the joy and fulfillment in your 
daily life by exploring the impact of 
spring renewal and how it can lead 
to a more joyful life experience. No 
registration required. 

Schertz Public Library Earns 
2025 Achievement of Library 
Excellence Award  
The Schertz Public Library in Schertz, 
Texas has received the 2025 
Achievement of Library Excellence 
Award from the Texas Municipal 
Library Directors Association 
(TMLDA), an affiliate of the Texas 
Municipal League. To successfully 
receive the Achievement of Library 
Excellence Award, the library must 
exhibit excellence by providing 
services to underserved and special 
populations, marketing in innovative 
ways, pursuing collaborative efforts, 
offering enhanced services through 
unique or expanded programming, 
providing literacy support, providing for 
digital inclusion, supporting workforce 
development, promoting cultural, 
topical, and educational programming, 
comprehensively training staff, and 
offering other unique services to their 
community. Of the 545 public libraries 
in Texas, only 101 received this award 
in 2025. 

Spin into Sound at the Vinyl 
Listening Station 
Experience the timeless charm of vinyl 
at the library’s listening station! Explore 
a selection of records from our in-house 

collection and let the warm, crackling 
sound fill your headphones. Whether 
you’re revisiting a favorite classic or 
discovering something new, listening 
to vinyl is a simple way to relax and be 
present. No screens. No notifications. 
Just music and a moment to yourself. 
Stop by the circulation desk with your 
library card, pick a record, and let the 
needle drop! For more information, visit 
Schertz.com/vinyl.

Schertz Public Library Launches 
Free Coding Platform for All Ages 
Schertz Public Library 
is excited to introduce 
Fiero Code, a free, dynamic online 
coding platform now available to library 
cardholders! Designed for learners 
of all ages, Fiero Code makes coding 
fun, interactive, and easy to explore 
at your own pace. Dive into hands-
on lessons covering Scratch and 
block coding, HTML, CSS, JavaScript, 
Python, SQL and databases, and 
even game development. Through 
gamified challenges, users can build 
real skills, track their progress, and 
grow their confidence while having 
fun along the way. Plus, participants 
can join global coding competitions for 
a chance to win exciting tech prizes! 
Coding isn’t just about technology—it’s 
about strengthening problem-solving, 
creativity, and logical thinking, skills that 
are more important than ever in today’s 
classrooms and workplaces. Library 
patrons can access Fiero Code for  
free with a valid library card. Funding  
for Fiero Code is provided by the 
Schertz Library Advisory Board. Visit  
Schertz.com/eResources to get started. 

Connect with us on social media

   �Facebook.com/SchertzLibrary

    Instagram.com/SchertzPublicLibrary
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PREVENTING
STORMWATER
POLLUTION

PREVENTING
STORMWATER
POLLUTION

Keep Lawn clippings
and raked leaves out
of inlets and storm
drains.

Pick up and
properly dispose
of pet waste.

Properly dispose of
hazardous waste
such as paint, auto
fluids, and other
cleaners.

SCHEDULE A HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE PICK UP 
HHWSOLUTIONS.COM/SCHERTZ/

OR CALL (972) 440-2040

LEARN MORE ABOUT
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AT
SCHERTZ.COM/STORMWATER

LEARN MORE ABOUT
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AT
SCHERTZ.COM/STORMWATER

Member FDIC

Exactly What You UnexpectedTM

For generations, we’ve been helping  
build businesses with sound advice and 

award-winning service.

Visit us at FrostBank.com or call (800) 51-FROST.

Small business
has always been
a big deal to us 
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This Earth Month is the perfect time 
to recognize the role local nurseries 
and agricultural businesses play in 
shaping the city’s landscape, economy, 
and quality of life. From residential 
neighborhoods to commercial 
developments and public spaces, 
Schertz’s green industry supports 
thoughtful growth while strengthening 
the local business ecosystem.

Among these valued contributors 
are Mortellaro’s Nursery, Casa Verde 
Farms, and Paul’s Desert, three locally 
connected businesses that help supply 
the plants, materials, and expertise that 
enhance development, landscaping, 
and sustainable living across the 
region.

Featured Businesses

Mortellaro’s Nursery
16946 IH 35 North, Schertz, TX

Mortellaro’s Nursery has been a 
trusted part of the regional green 
supply chain for decades, serving 
homeowners, contractors, and 
developers with trees, shrubs, and 
landscape materials suited for Central 
Texas conditions. Established in 1956 
by Joe and Lucille Mortellaro as a 
small backyard nursery, the business 

evolved from Joe’s original produce 
delivery operation into a large-scale 
horticultural enterprise that now 
supports projects throughout Texas.

Over the years, the company has 
grown through strong family leadership 
and long-term employee dedication, 
eventually expanding operations 
to include large cultivation acreage 
and a major Schertz location along 
Interstate 35. Today, their Schertz 
facility combines sales, shipping, 
and corporate operations under one 
roof, surrounded by display gardens 
that showcase a wide range of plant 
material. By providing locally grown 
and regionally acclimated plants, 
Mortellaro’s supports construction, 
housing growth, and community 
beautification, key components of a 
thriving and attractive city.

  mortellaros.com 

Casa Verde Farms
7791 FM 482, Schertz, TX

Casa Verde Farms reflects the 
agricultural foundation that continues 
to be an important part of Schertz’s 
diverse economy. Founded in 1970 
by Rusty Crowley, the farm began 

with a vision of growing tomatoes and 
terrariums before expanding into a full-
scale operation producing seasonal 
color plants, annuals, perennials, 
succulents, shrubs, and specialty 
selections for landscapers and  
plant professionals.

A true family-oriented business, Casa 
Verde has built its reputation on 
long-term relationships, experienced 
management, and a team of dedicated 
employees, some of whom have been 
with the company for over 30 years. 
Now located in Schertz since 2019, 
the farm continues to propagate many 
of its plants on-site using specially 
formulated soil and regionally focused 
growing practices that result in hardier, 
more climate-adapted products.

  casaverdefarmsinc.com

Paul’s Desert
200 Schertz Parkway, Schertz, TX

Paul’s Desert brings a unique specialty 
focus to Schertz’s green economy by 
offering cacti, succulents, and drought-
tolerant plants that align with water-
conscious landscaping practices 
in Central Texas. What began as a 

BlogFROM THE

Growing Green in Schertz 
Supporting Local Nurseries This Earth Month 

AS SCHERTZ CONTINUES TO GROW, SO DOES THE COMMUNITY’S COMMITMENT TO 
SUSTAINABILITY, BEAUTIFICATION, AND SUPPORTING LOCALLY ROOTED BUSINESSES. 
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personal hobby for founder Paul, while 
he was running his heating and air 
conditioning business, quickly grew 
into a full-time passion after he joined 
the San Antonio Cactus and Xerophyte 
Society in 1990.

Despite setbacks, including the 
devastating Flood of 1998 that 
destroyed much of the nursery’s 
inventory, the business was rebuilt 
through community support and 
determination. Alongside his wife Lisa, 
Paul expanded the nursery, traveling 
across the Southwest to source rare 
plants, pottery, and unique items 
while building lasting relationships 
with customers and plant enthusiasts. 
By promoting drought-tolerant and 
climate-appropriate landscaping 
options, Paul’s Desert supports 
sustainable development practices that 
conserve water, reduce maintenance 
needs, and enhance long-term 
environmental resilience for homes 
and businesses alike.

  pauls-desert.com

The Schertz Economic Development 
Corporation recognizes that a 
resilient local economy is built 
on diverse industries, including 
agriculture and the green sector. 
Businesses like Mortellaro’s 
Nursery, Casa Verde Farms, and 
Paul’s Desert demonstrate how 
locally owned enterprises can 
support development, preserve 
community character, and promote 
environmentally responsible growth.
As Schertz continues to expand, 

supporting local vendors ensures 
that growth remains balanced, 
attractive, and community-focused. 
This Earth Month, choosing to shop 
locally is more than a seasonal 
gesture; it is an investment in a 
greener, more sustainable, and 
economically vibrant future  
for Schertz.

  �For more information on 
the Schertz EDC, visit 
SchertzEDC.com

Same Team. New Name. Trusted for Over 43 Years.
Experience excellence in crowns, bridges, dentures, implant placements, 

wisdom tooth extraction, sedation, and smile makeovers.
Two dentists; all care in one office.

2501 FM 3009, Schertz, TX 78154
(210) 659-1379  •  eckdentalpartners.com

EST.1982

TO

CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS

CHEERS YEARS40

Nathan Eck, DMD Mark A. Penshorn, DDS

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ROOTED IN 
SUSTAINABILITY
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W H A T ' S  D E V E L O P I N G  I N 

SCHERTZ

NOW OPEN
1 / Aviator 1518- Apartments	
9120 FM 1518 	

An apartment complex consisting of  
8 residential buildings, with 300  
residential units.

2 / Strong Health and Wellness
1208 FM 78

A primary care clinic providing medical health 
and wellness services for infants, adults, and 
the whole family.

3 / Boba and Eats
904 Roy Richard

An approximately 608 square foot boba tea 
and snack shop with indoor seating.

4 / Natural Stone Design
104 Nell Deane

A stone countertop fabrication company 
with sales, design, and fabrication.

5 / True Dental	
5009 Schertz Parkway

A dental office providing dental care and 
services.

6 / Collection Schertz Station	
18508 Ripps-Krueseler Road

A 318 unit multi-family / duplex-style 
townhome development with one, two,  
and three bedroom layouts. 

7 / Dave's Hot Chicken	
18476 IH 35 N 	

An approximately 2,500 squarefoot fast 
casual restaurant with indoor and outdoor 
seating located on Lot 5 of Schertz Station.

8 / Smoothie King	
18476 IH 35, Suite 300

A 1,200 square foot fast casual smoothie 
shop.

9 / CAVA
18406 IH 35 N, Unit 300

An approximately 2,500 square foot fast 
casual restaurant  with indoor and outdoor 
seating located on Lot 7 of Schertz Station.

10 / Chipotle
5498 Cibolo Valley Drive

An approximately 2,450 square foot fast 
casual restaurant located on Lot 8 of  
Schertz Station.
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Curious about what new businesses are 
now open or coming soon to our area? 
See the list below. For more up-to-date 
information on What’s Developing in Schertz 
go to Schertz.com/whatsdeveloping.   
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COMING SOON
11 / Core 5
10264 Viewpoint

An approximately 1.8 million square foot 
office-warehouse industrial development.

12 / Spec's	
716 Roy Richard	

An approximately 12,400 liquor store  
offering wines, spirits, and foods.

13 / Forest Ridge Commercial 
Center	
4753 FM 3009

An approximately 29,745 square foot single-
story retail space.

14 / Las Palapas
16846 IH 35 N

An approximately 6,000 square foot sit-down 
restaurant with drive-thru.

15 / Piada Italian Street Food
18430 IH 35 N, Unit 100

An approximately 2,697 square foot fast 
casual Italian restaurant located on Lot 6 of 
Schertz Station.

16 / Portillo's
18678 IH 35 N

An approximately 6,200 square foot 
restaurant with indoor and outdoor  
seating and drive-thru located on  
Lot 1 of Schertz Station.

17 / Jersey Mikes
18476 IH 35 N, Unit 200

An approximately 1,420 square foot fast 
casual sandwich restaurant located on  
Lot 5 of Schertz Station.

18 / Smokey Mo's BBQ
18430 IH 35 N

An approximately 2,800 square foot BBQ 
restaurant with indoor seating located on  
Lot 6 of Schertz Station.

19 / James Avery
18406 IH 35 N, Unit 500

An approximately 2,500 square foot jewelry 
store located on Lot 7 of Schertz Station.	

20 / ATI Physical Therapy	
5498 Cibolo Valley Drive, Unit 200

An approximately 2,500 square foot  
physical therapy office located on Lot 8  
of Schertz Station.

21 / Home Depot
18541 Ripps-Kreusler Road

An approximately 137,000 square foot home 
improvement store located on Lot 17 of 
Schertz Station.

22 / Texas Tea Cafe
6000 FM 3009

An approximately 1,200 square foot café 
offering a variety of tea drinks, boba drinks, 
coffee, and light refreshments.

23 / Autozone
5468 FM 1103

An approximate 7,382 square foot retail  
auto-parts store.

24 / Ferrell Brands
22867 IH 35 N

An approximately 17,300 square foot 
warehouse space with an approximately 
5,000 square foot office, lobby and  
retail space.

Mosquito Prevention
Tips for Your Yard

Remove standing
or stagnant water

from birdbaths,
rain barrels, toys,
flower pots, and
clogged gutters

Plant strong
smelling herb or
flowers or add
cedar to your
landscape in

your yard

Make sure to use
insect repellent
when working
out or being in

the yard

NO STAGNANT OR
STANDING WATER

PLANT STRONG
SMELLING FLOWERS

USE BUG
SPRAY
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April 20–24 marks National Work 
Zone Awareness Week, a nationwide 
campaign to encourage safe driving 
through roadway work zones. This 
year’s theme, “Safe Actions Save Lives,” 
reminds drivers that their choices 
behind the wheel directly impact 
the safety of others. With ongoing 
projects across Schertz, including road 
resurfacing, sidewalk repairs, and other 
infrastructure improvements, protecting 
our Public Works crews and contractors 
is more important than ever. 

As you travel through work zones, 
please keep these key safety tips  
in mind: 

	■ Slow Down: Speeding is a leading 
cause of accidents in work zones. 
Follow posted speed limits to protect 
workers and yourself. 

Give your child a summer experience 
they will never forget with the Schertz 
Police Department’s Youth Police 
Academy. 

For years, this highly anticipated 
program has been a favorite in our 
community, and spots fill up fast every 
single year. If your child is curious, 
motivated, and ready for something 
exciting and different this summer,  
this is it. 

Open to youth ages 11 to 17, the 

	■ Stay Alert: Keep your 
eyes on the road and 
avoid distractions like 
mobile phones. Work 
zones often require 
sudden stops or lane 
changes. 

	■ Give Space: Allow plenty 
of room between your 
vehicle and construction 
workers or equipment. 

Behind every cone and 
barricade are dedicated 
team members working to 
keep our city moving safely. 
Your patience and caution 
help ensure everyone gets 
home safely. 

Youth Police Academy gives students 
a behind-the-scenes look at law 
enforcement through hands-on 
activities, live demonstrations, and 
real-life scenarios. Participants will 
explore patrol procedures, crime scene 
investigations, internet safety, and 
leadership skills while working directly 
with Schertz police officers. 

Students will also meet officers from 
specialized units and learn how 
important decisions are made in 
high-pressure situations. It is not just 

about police work. The academy 
builds confidence, strengthens 
communication skills, encourages 
teamwork, and reinforces personal 
responsibility. These are tools your 
child can use in school, sports, and 
everyday life. 

This program has been a proud 
tradition for the Schertz PD for many 
years, and the demand is always high. 
Registration opens April 2, and families 
are strongly encouraged to apply early. 

Applications can be picked up at the 
police department during regular 
business hours or downloaded at 
schertz.com/jracademy. The application 
deadline for both classes is May 22.

Class Dates: 
	■ June 22 – 26 (ages 11 – 13) 
	■ July 6 – 10 (ages 14 – 17) 

  �For more information, call  
(210) 619-1264 or email  
akraft@schertz.com.

National Work Zone Awareness Week  

Behind the Badge: Schertz Youth Police Academy 2026  
GIVE YOUR CHILD A SUMMER EXPERIENCE THEY WILL NEVER FORGET WITH THE 
SCHERTZ POLICE DEPARTMENT’S YOUTH POLICE ACADEMY. 
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“Planning for Prosperity: The Early Decisions That Defined Schertz”

During the 1950s and 1960s, Schertz’s leaders recognized that the rapid growth of San Antonio, combined with the
presence of Randolph Air Force Base, created tremendous potential for prosperity. At the same time, they understood
that if Schertz was going to benefit from those favorable circumstances, it would require thoughtful planning and
decisive action.
That first critical step came in October 1958, when Schertz officially incorporated. Incorporation created the
framework necessary for intentional growth and long-term planning. Following incorporation, the City’s first mayor,
Herbert P. Thulemeyer, and the initial city council were elected. Together, they began operating under a city charter
drafted by a citizens commission led by Attorney Joe Stulb, who reflected that without incorporation at that pivotal
moment, Schertz would not have been able to expand its city limits in the years that followed.

City leaders at the time were keenly aware of the risks of remaining stagnant. They understood that without growth,
Schertz could eventually be encircled—by San Antonio to the south, east, and west, and by New Braunfels to the
north. Such a scenario would have severely limited the city’s economic prospects, particularly its employment
opportunities and tax base. Incorporation provided local control over governing affairs and likely protected Schertz
from being overshadowed by outside pressures, especially from San Antonio.
As an incorporated home rule city, Schertz gained the authority to annex adjoining territory extending one mile
beyond its existing city limits and to exercise control over the extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) an additional mile
beyond that. Ultimately, Schertz secured seven miles of territory along Interstate Highway 35, the primary north-south
corridor connecting San Antonio with destinations to the north. Annexation efforts in the early 1970s doubled the
city’s size within just two years and increased its population by 20 percent. Within four to six years, the city boundary
extended north along IH-35 to the city limits of New Braunfels. Later, in 1986, expansion efforts pushed the southern
boundary to Interstate Highway 10.
However, acquiring land alone does not guarantee success. For Schertz to truly grow and prosper, it needed both
businesses and residents—and the right balance between the two. At the time of incorporation in 1958, the
population of Schertz was estimated to be just over 5,000 residents.

Schertz Historical
Calendars on
sale!
Calendars are $10
and available at the
City of Schertz 
Bldgs 1 & 2, and 
the Schertz Library

Follow us and share your memories on our
Facebook page or email us at:

/SchertzHistoricalPreservationCommittee

Share your Schertz memories and help
us preserve our history!

zreed@schertz.com

(Article courtesy of Schertz, Texas - The Story of Great Ancestry, Legacy and Development. Sources: Walter & Lula Mae Schertz,
Dean Weirtz, Schertz Historical Preservation Committee . Edited for content: Maggie Titterington)

SCHERTZ MAGAZINE     April 2026    /    27 



28    /    SCHERTZ MAGAZINE     April 2026



Around the Community

The Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions 
Club is offering scholarships to high 
school seniors, to encourage higher 
education or training and assist 
with the achievement of personal or 
professional goals. Traditionally, up to 
five $1,000 scholarships have been 
awarded on a competitive basis.   

Eligible students must:  

	■ Be currently enrolled high school 
seniors (including home-schooled 
students) 

	■ Have a graduation date in May/June 
2026  

	■ Reside or attend school in Schertz, 
Cibolo, or Selma.  

Application deadline is May 4, 
2026. 

  �For more information and 
the complete application 
instructions, please visit the 
Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions 
Club website. The application 
is on the CALENDAR page 
at the ‘view flier’ tab. Or visit 
http://www.e-clubhouse.
org/sites/schertzcibolo/
calendar.php 

2026 Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions Club Scholarship Program  
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Albert and Cynthia Pena on a road 

trip to New Orleans with  

their Schertz Magazine.

Bring your Schertz Magazine along during your travels 
and send us a high resolution photo of you and your 

magazine to magazine@schertz.com. You may see your 
photo in an upcoming issue of Schertz Magazine!

Allison Wright took her Schertz 

Magazine on her European 

vacation and visited the Eiffel 

Tower.

Miles Washington with his Schertz 
Magazine, on the boardwalk in Rehobath Beach, DE. 

Curtis and Chosieul Whorton 

visited the The Cathedral Church 

of St. James in Toronto with their 

Schertz Magazine.



CITY COUNCIL 

Ralph Rodriguez Mayor 
(210) 517-9961 
ralphrodriguez@schertz.com

Dr. Mark E. Davis Councilmember
(210) 376-9141 
markdavis@schertz.com

Michelle Watson Councilmember
(210) 419-8472 
mwatson@schertz.com

Paul Macaluso Councilmember
(210) 419-4972  
paulmacaluso@schertz.com

Benjamin Guerrero Councilmember  
(210) 917-4681  
bguerrero1@schertz.com

Robert Westbrook Councilmember
(210) 846-8768 
robertwestbrook@schertz.com

Allison Heyward Councilmember
(210) 608-9543 
allisonheyward@schertz.com

Dr. Robert L. Sheridan III 
Councilmember 
(210) 608-2381
robertsheridan@schertz.com

CITY DEPARTMENTS

City of Schertz/311 	 (210) 619-1000 

Animal Services	 (210) 619-1550 

City Manager	 (210) 619-1000 

City Secretary 	 (210) 619-1030 

Civic Center 	 (210) 619-1600 

Economic Development 	 (210) 619-1070 

EMS (non-emergency) 	 (210) 619-1400

Engineering	 (210) 619-1820 

Fire (non-emergency)	 (210) 619-1300 

Inspections	 (210) 619-1750

Library	 (210) 619-1700 

Municipal Court 	 (210) 619-1500 

Neighborhood Services 	 (210) 619-1650 

Parks & Recreation	 (210) 619-1850 

Planning & Comm Dev	 (210) 619-1780 

Police (non-emergency) 	 (210) 619-1200 

Police Records	 (210) 619-1200 

Public Affairs 	 (210) 619-1630 

Public Works	 (210) 619-1800  

Trash & Recycling	 (210) 619-1100 

Utility Billing 	 (210) 619-1100

  VISIT SCHERTZ.COM

NOW YOU

KN W
S C H E R T Z

WATCH
NOW

Go Behind-the-
Scenes of City
Programs and

Services!

SCHERTZ.COM/NYK

Official City Meetings and Office Closures

Planning and Zoning Comm 
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Transportation Safety Adv Comm 
5:30 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Library Advisory Board 
6:30 p.m.  |  Library Meeting Rm 1

TIRZ Board  
4 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

City Council Meeting  
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

APR

6

APR

2

APR

1

APR

7

APR

7

SSLGC 
1:30 p.m.  |  SSLGC Admin Bldg

City Council Meeting  
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Historical Preservation Comm 
6 p.m.  |  Bob Andrews Conf Rm

Economic Dev Corp Board 
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

APR

22

APR

23

APR

21

APR

16

* Meeting dates, times, and locations are subject to change.

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=


Public Affairs Department 
1400 Schertz Parkway 
Schertz, Texas  78154

SPEND YOUR
SUMMER

W
IT

H

PROGRAM REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 1
SCHERTZ.COM/CIVICREC


