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James Jones
Head of Sidcot School

Whilst we are justifiably proud of our students’ 
academic record, we are equally proud of their social 
skills, their emotional intelligence, their resilience and 
their determination to make a difference in the world.

It’s no surprise that these personal qualities go together 
with academic excellence. It’s our experience that 
curiosity and the confidence to enquire fearlessly – to live 
adventurously, as our Quaker philosophy puts it – lead 
children to be better motivated and more at ease with 
themselves as thinkers and learners.

Academic skills will certainly continue to be important 
and, for the foreseeable future, exams will remain the 
standard measure of achievement. We proudly provide 
the highest quality support for our pupils’ academic 
ambitions, whilst helping them develop their emotional 
intelligence and the skills they will need for their futures.

•	 What kind of intelligence and skills will students need to flourish? 
•	 How can students make a positive contribution to society beyond school? 
•	 How can we help them to become the leaders of tomorrow?

That’s why we keep the curriculum as broad as possible 
for as long as possible. Our pupils understand that 
education is about expanding possibilities and discovering 
potential, not just passing tests.

I hope you enjoy finding out more about how we live and 
learn at Sidcot. We would welcome students to come and 
experience a taste of Sidcot and find out what makes us 
so distinctive.

What matters at Sidcot when educating 
children for the future...
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At a glance

The Sidcot Learning Wheel below links our values to 
the teaching and learning that goes on throughout the 
School, everyday. The Centre for Peace and Global 
Studies develops this approach further. Students are 
encouraged to explore broader issues with a global 
perspective and to express their values in action.

With an emphasis on outdoor activity and a full extra-
curricular programme, all students are encouraged to take 
part in many outdoor pursuits, including riding. We are 
fortunate to have our own Equestrian Centre within the 
school campus and the benefit of a beautiful 160 acre rural 
setting offering a range of inspirational learning spaces.

The Sidcot Learning Wheel
Sidcot’s approach to teaching encourages individual thought and exploration, whilst 
making sure all students have the support they need to grow as individuals with their 
full range of talents recognised and celebrated.

Age range  
of boarders: 11 to 18

Total number 
of students:

561
Percentage of international pupils 
22%  |  122 students in Sixth Form

Number of 
boarders: 125

Fees: Visit sidcot.org.uk/admissions/fees

Religion: Quaker. We accept students and 
staff of all faiths and none.

Setting: Rural

Nearest cities: Bristol and Bath

Travel time  
to London: 2 hours by train

Educational 
programmes:

Long/short term boarding from Year 7
Pre-GCSE Pathway (Specialist English Language Course)
Year 11 Pathway (one year GCSE programme)
Two year GCSE course
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB)
A Levels
BTECs

Outstanding 
reputation: Creative Arts, Maths and Science

Specialist 
Programmes: Equestrian, Tennis and Basketball programmes

Nearest airport: Bristol – 7 miles

Nearest railway 
station:

Yatton – 8 miles and 
Bristol Temple Meads – 20 miles



3  |  Sidcot School Key Information

Co-curricular and boarding activities
Our excellent rural location, top-class facilities, and strong links with community groups, 
charities, and businesses mean we can offer an extensive co-curricular programme with 
over 100 different activities!

Activities run at lunchtime, after school, in the evenings, 
and on weekends. From archery to adventure club, 
golf to photography and maths club, our students have 
plenty of opportunities to try new things and develop 
existing interests.

Below are some examples of co-curricular activities on 
offer for Sidcot students.

•	 Adventure Club (Climbing)
•	 Basketball Club
•	 Boys’ Football
•	 Hockey
•	 Drama Rehearsals
•	 Golf
•	 Swimming
•	 Multigym
•	 Languages Revision Club

•	 Maths Café
•	 Photography
•	 Open Art Studio
•	 Athletics
•	 Fencing
•	 Riding Lessons
•	 Choirs
•	 Orchestra

BOARDING 
ACTIVITIES

CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

FIND OUT 
MORE 
ABOUT. . .
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Equestrian at Sidcot 
The Equestrian Centre offers a rare combination – a 
school livery yard in the heart of a thriving co-ed day and 
boarding school. For students who already ride, or who 
want to learn, Sidcot is a popular choice, as we pride 
ourselves on our friendly atmosphere for both beginners 
and experienced riders alike.

In addition to the extensive range of co-curricular and boarding activities on offer, 
students can also participate in specialist programmes including basketball, tennis  
and horse riding.

Led by expert coaches, our specialist programmes are extremely popular among boarding students, offering them 
the chance to build skills, try new activities, and make their time at Sidcot unforgettable.

PASS
The Programme of Activities for Sidcot Students (PASS) 
has been designed to provide all students with an 
exciting opportunity to live adventurously and develop 
key soft skills. Students choose activities to last for a half 
term, with options ranging from Surfing and Snowsports 
to Mah Jong and Candle Making. Throughout the year, 
students can take part in a total of 6 unique activities.

Tennis
Sidcot’s tennis programme enables students to enhance 
their skills in this popular sport, by accessing 1:1 or 
small group coaching with qualified tennis coaches. 
With various coaching opportunities throughout the 
weekend and the week, players can develop their tennis 
skills and participate in friendly matches with other 
students and clubs.

Basketball
We’re proud to offer a professional Basketball programme 
in partnership with the Bristol Flyers. We welcome all 
students, from experienced players aiming to perfect 
their game to complete beginners eager to learn. Our 
international basketball programme provides an unmatched 
opportunity to take advantage of specialist coaching and 
exciting opportunities to engage with professional players.

NEW FOR 2026

Equestrian BASKETBALL TENNISFIND OUT 
MORE 
ABOUT. . .
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Boarding 
When students board at Sidcot School, they join a friendly, family community where 
they can live, work and play, secure in the knowledge that they are valued and well 
cared for.

We have four recently renovated 
boarding houses set within our 150-acre 
countryside campus. Our boarding houses 
are overseen by experienced, dedicated 
staff consisting of a Houseparent, Deputy 
Houseparent, House matrons, and tutors. 
They know how daunting it can be for 
students to live away from home and 
do everything they can to support our 
students and help them settle into life  
at Sidcot School. 

NO EXEATS
There are no exeat weekends at Sidcot 
and no formal lessons on Saturdays. 
During the weekends, boarding students 
can participate in various activities such  
as basketball, swimming, and ceramics, 
and an exciting programme of weekend 
trips also takes place throughout the year.
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A typical day

Monday to Friday
07:30 – 08:00			   Breakfast
08:00 				    Back to House to get ready for school
08:25				    Leave the House for School
08:30 – 08:45 			   Tutor time 
08:45				    Lessons begin 
10:25 – 11:15			   Assembly/Meeting for Worship/Enrichment Y7-11
11:15 				    Break time
11:35				    Lessons
13:05 – 14:05			   Lunch
13:15 – 13:50			   House opens
13:55 – 14:10 			   Tutor time
14:05 				    Lessons (14:00 Thursday)
15:50 – 16:50			   House opens
16:00 – 17:00 			   Activities/Prep
17:00 – 18:00 			   Activities/Prep
17:35 – 18:30  			   Evening meal
18:30 				    Roll call /Registration & House meeting
19:00 – 20:00			   Quiet time/Study time

Saturday
09:00 – 09:30			   Breakfast
09:55 – 10:50			   Roll call /Registration
10:00 – 10:55			   Leave House for activities (House closes)
11:00 – 12:30			   Activities
12:30 – 13:00			   Lunch
13:00 – 17:30			   House opens – Organised activities/Free time
17:30 – 18:00			   Evening meal
18:00				    House opens
18:30				    Roll call /Registration
19:00				    Activities/Free time 

Sunday
10:50				    Roll call /Registration
11:00 – 11:30 			   Brunch (House closes)
11:30				    Activities/Free time (House opens)
17:30				    House closes
17:30 – 18:00			   Evening meal
18:00				    House opens
18:30				    Roll call /Registration
19:00				    Organised activities/Free time
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Testimonials
Every year, we welcome students from around 30 countries. Some of 
our recent Turkish students have shared their experiences below.

FIND OUT 

MORE

2024 Yazında lise eğitimini İngilterede almak istedim ve opsiyonlarım arasında 
Sidcot’u seçmemin sebebi, müfredat eğitiminin yanında geniş bir aktivite 
olanağı sağlamasıydı özellikle spor ve sanatı eğitimi başarılı bir şekilde 
yürütmeyi ve öğrencileri sosyal ve fiziksel olarak gelişmeye iten bir sisteme 
sahip. 

Ayrıca farklı bir ülkede ve farklı bir okulda yaşamanın zorlukları var, bende 
ilk 1-2 ayımda dil ve kültür açısından sıkıntılar çektim, en çok yurtta kalmada 

zorlanacağımı düşündüm fakat Sidcot yurtta kalanlar için diğer okullardan çok daha 
geniş olanaklar sunuyor. 

Ben şuanda Year 10 eğitimimi tamamlıyorum seneye GCSE sınavına gireceğim ve sixth formdada 
eğitimime burda devam etmeyi düşünüyorum. Aktif olarak okulun basketbol ve futbol takımında 
oynuyorum okul sonrası basketbol antrenmanı ya da spor salonuna gidiyorum. 

Doruk | Year 11 | Basketball Captain

Merhaba, benim adım Güneş ve 2021’den beri Sidcot’ta yatılı öğrenci olarak 
kalıyorum. Şu anda 13. sınıftayım ve A-Level düzeyinde Matematik, Ekonomi 
ve Psikoloji dersleri alıyorum. 

Sidcot’un uluslararası topluluğu, farklı arka planlara ve kültürlere sahip 
insanlarla tanışmamı sağladı ve bu da benim daha açık görüşlü olmama 

yardım sağladı. 

Akademik çalışmalarımın yanı sıra, kaldığım yurdun başkanı olarak görev yapmaktan 
onur duyuyorum. Bu rol, arkadaşlarıma destek olma ve liderlik becerilerimi geliştirme fırsatı sundu. 
Yurt içinde pozitif bir atmosfer yaratmaya katkıda bulunmaktan ve her öğrencinin kendini hoş 
karşılanmış ve değerli hissetmesini sağlamaktan büyük gurur duyuyorum. 

Buraya katıldığım günden bu yana uzun bir yol katettim. Genç yaşta yabancı bir ülkede ailemizden 
uzakta olmanın zor olduğunu anlıyorum, ancak unutmamalıyız ki hepimiz aynı durumdayız. 
Arkadaşlarım ve hocalarımdan aldığım destek ilk haftamı atlatmama yardımcı oldu. 

Buradaki zamanımın sonuna yaklaşırken, son dört yılımı asla unutmayacağımı güvenle 
söyleyebilirim. Tüm iniş ve çıkışlarıyla, beni bugün ben yapan şeyin Sidcot olduğunu söyleyebilirim. 

Gunes | Year 13
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Claire Rundle
Head of Admissions
+44 (0) 1934 845 212 
claire.rundle@sidcot.org.uk

Joanna Leite
Head of Student Experience  
(International Recruitment)
joanna.leite@sidcot.org.uk 

Ready to start your international adventure? 

Contact our admissions team today. . .

Travel information
Sidcot is located in the South West 
of England, amongst the Mendip 
Hills, one of the UK’s most beautiful 
rural locations. 

The School is only 13 km (15 minutes drive) 
from Bristol International Airport with flights 
to worldwide destinations. It is also within 
easy access of London International Airports 
and mainline rail services (2 hours to London 
Paddington). 

In contrast to the peaceful and rural setting of the 
School campus, the boarding students also have 
the benefit of the vibrant city of Bristol less than 
30 minutes away. Here they will find numerous 
cultural festivals, theatres and cinemas, shopping 
malls and entertainment venues. 

The Victorian seaside town of Weston-Super-
Mare is only 20 minutes away, with its traditional 
pier, promenade and bracing sea air for those 
who really want to experience stepping back in 
time when children used to build sandcastles and 
eat ice-cream! Great fun for our boarders!

Sidcot School
Oakridge Lane
Winscombe
North Somerset
BS25 1PD

Our location

SIDCOTweston-super-mare

Yatton

Bristol Temple Meads

HERE!

FIND OUT 

MORE
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