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^IllllllllllimilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllU:

I LEWERS & CO. 1
= (Sole Official Outfitters to High School),

z: Beg to intimate that the HIGH SCHOOL COLOURS E
have now been registered and are only obtainable — 

ZZ from them. (Registered No. 665853). ZZ

— H. S. Caps, Rubber Peak, 3/6. Ties, 1/9 ; Wide End, — 
ZZ Silk, 2/6. Belts, 1/9. Gymnastic Vests, 2/6. Knickers, jZjj
— 3/3. The New Cashmere Football Jersey, Price, 7/3, —
™ 7/9, 8/-, according to Size. 22

ZZ Football Knickers with expanding Strap and Buckle =j
— (No Belt required) made from double warp Swansdown. “
ZZ Football Hose, 3/11, 4/3. “

ZZ L. & CO. respectfully request parents to inspect their ZZ
— large and well selected stock of Boys’, Youths’, and zz
ZZ Young Gentlemen’s Tweed Suits, Flannel Jacket = 
ZZ and Trousers, Boys’ Jackets and Knickers, all at very — 
ZZ moderate prices. —

| BOY'S SCHOOL BLAZERS. §

Zz Prices as charged for past two Seasons. z=
zz Sizes 5 to 8 ... 13/6
— „ 9 and 10 ... 15/6 ZZ
ZZ „ 11 and 12 ... 16/6 —

S Closed a pm CTHP O T Closed 
= Dinner Hour 4/ rLhikl jl. Saturdays, = 
= 1 to 2 o’c. * * 1 o’c. ZZ

Hiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiimiiiiiiiiiiiillri
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HODGES FIGGIS & Co.
BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHERS

to the

UNIVERSITY.

Large Stock of School and College Text Books

|^20 NASSAU ST., DUBLIN, j

^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIfllllllE

FREE!
O BENSON & Co. invite you to write for Free Illustrated 

<3 . Catalogues for Gents’ Pocket Watches. Ladies’ and 
Gents’ Wrist Watches, Rings, Jewellery, and Plate 

goods. You can buy from these with absolute confidence, every 
purchase being guaranteed by our offer of “Money back if you 
are not satisfied.”

Monthly Payments.
Every article may be purchased on 

our simple plan of monthly payments, 
particulars of which we will glad ly send 
on request.

Watch Repairs.
Our service is the most prompt in 

Ireland. Skilled work, moderate 
charges.

i S. BENSON CO., I
S 51/52 MARY ST., DUBLIN C.9. =
iiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil
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Use Force
If Necessary
To Tear out this Page.

THERE’S A REASON.
At the bottom of the page there is a Coupon 
—an invitation to accept the open sesame 
to better quality goods at cheaper prices — 
Complete this now—the change will do you

TWO
IDEAS

»ood. 

© ONE
FIRM

GRAMOPHONES
AND THEIR RECORDS

CYCLES
AND THEIR ACCESSORIES

IRELAND’S CHEAPEST PRICES

THIS COUPON.
Needs only your name and address to complete it.
Please send me your lists of Cycles, Gramophones or 
Records. (Please strike out those not required.)

NAME

ADDRESS

To
MCHUGH’S SERVICE STORE,

39 TALBOT ST., DUBLIN.
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f .
x Books of Recitations, 1

Monologues, Plays, &.c.
Suitable for Schools and Amateur Theatricals,

TO BE HAD FROM

FRJCD HANNA,
New and Second-hand Bookseller,

29 Nasseot St., Dublin.

I
I
Xx
X 
X 
X 
X 
XI
I

Agent for French’s Acting Edition of Plays. |
Catalogues Post Free on Application. Phone 1234 J

THE BOX TENDER.
TENGORS.

Sizes : 3£ x 21 in. and 1} x ’31 in.
^T^IIE introduction of the Box Tengor repre- 

I sents an entirely successful attempt to
1 place on the market a better box camera

than any other. This aim has been achieved, 
and the demand for these cameras during 103S 
proved that a camera of this type was needed. 
It is much smaller than the usual box camera, 
and is fitted with a high grade single lens giving 
critical definition—the Goerz Frontal'—working 
at F/U, nearly twice as fast as the achromatic 
lens fitted to most box cameras. Constructed 
entirely of metal, the cover of a neat, grained 
leatherette substance, the camera is composed 
of only two sections, and is light, strong, and 
extremely easy to manipulate. By means of the 
supplementary lenses, contained in body of 

Camera, focussing for “ close-up” portraits within 5 feet is efficiently done. The 
shutter has been improved and now is superior to any shutter in this type of 
camera on the market. Price complete, 31 x 21, 17/6.

THOMAS H. MASON, So'~'"
5 & 6 DAME STREET, DUBLIN (near the Castle).
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INTERMEDIATE AND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 
109 St. STEPHEN’S GREEN, DUBLIN, C.2.

(Principal : P. Caffrey, B.A., H. Dip.
We can help you to get that Examination !
Here are some of our recent successes :—

1st Place : Army Cadets, October, 1927.
1st Place : Port & Docks, November, 1927.
1st Place : Writing Assistants, April, 1928.
1st Place: Government Typists, November, 1928. 
2nd, 3rd, 4th Places : Pharmaceutical Prelim.

Jan., 1928.
4th Place : Army Cadets, June, 1928.
4th Place : Customs & Excise, July, 1928.
7th Place : Hibernian Bank, September, 1926.
8th Place : Customs & Excise, July, 1928.

10th Place : Customs & Excise, July, 1928.
11th Place: Royal Bank, June, 1927.
EASTER SCHOLARSHIP, 1926, 1927, 1928: 24

Successes.
UNIVERSITY SUCCESSES, 1928.
10 Successes, Summer, 1928, Matriculation.
22 Successes, Autumn, 1928, Matriculation.

4 Successes, First Arts, Summer, 1928.
1 Success, B.A., Summer, 1928.

UNIVERSITY SUCCESSES, 1926-27.
16 Successes, Matriculation.
10 Successes, First Arts.

3 Successes, B.A.
4 Successes, Trinity Entrance.
3 Successes, College of Surgeons.

HOW TO JOIN OUR CLASSES.
Our conditions are resolved into ONE : The 

will to work ! Do not be discouraged at your lack of 
knowledge, or whether you have got a low place, or 
failed even to be placed—apply to us. We have an 
open door for students who, though they lack know­
ledge, have the determination to succeed.

Intending students should apply at once for 
Prospectus of our Oral Day and Evening Classes, our 
Correspondence and Self-Tuition Courses, for Beading 
Public Examinations.

PROSPECTUS FREE. .
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The Sports House

Everything for Football, Hockey, Cricket, 
Tennis, Badminton, Golf, Swimming, 
Trout-fishing, Etc. Write or call 
for Illustrated Price Lists dealing 

with any branch of Sport. 
Tennis Racquets re-strung 
and repaired. Golf Clubs re­

conditioned. New shafts 
fitted, new grips where 
required. Travelling 
Equipment, Rugs, 
Waterproofs

Special Terms 
to Clubs.

DUBLIN 45/6 Lr. O’Con­
nell Street, 34 
Nassau Street. 
CORK : 78
Patrick Street. 
Also London.
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APRIL, 1929.

O Editors, lament no more ;
Your lack of themes do not deplore, 
A process which is apt to bore 

When overmuch protracted, 
Moan not, bewail not, neither tear 
Your prematurely silvered hair,
By misery and deep despair 

Excessively distracted.
Ponder, O Editor, what I say !
Eor I have found a better way. 
Consider that the poet may

(Should he not wish to try sense) 
Prose, maunder, rant like any Red, 
Deny what he himself has said,
Or go completely off his head.

This is the poet’s license.
At Poesy who makes pretence,
Obtains thereby the right immense 
Of writing things that make no sense 

With everyone’s approval.
But in his prose if such were found, 
Then all the critics ranged around 
To a home for mentally unsound 

Would urge his stvift removal.
O Editors, be not so blind !
Reave we the Age of Prose behind ;
I warrant that my plan you’ll find 

As easy as it could be.
Twill soothe your editorial woes, 
Besides (but this let none disclose)

It takes up 
far more room 
than prose,

when printed
as
it
should
be.
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0 Reel-Better

An extraordinary general meeting of the literary and De­
bating Society was held on February 30th last, the anniversary 
of the March of the Maoris, or was it the Patagonians, on Ur of 
the Chaldees. In order that this great event in European history 
might be fittingly celebrated, M. Trotsky Tchicherin, the well- 
known Communist agitator, was invited to address the society. 
He very kindly—unkindly, some members thought—consented 
to do so.

He arrived punctually, strange to say, armed only with an 
attache case. His entry was the signal for the Socialist members 
to break into song, and the strains of “ The Red Flag” filled the 
hall. The Imperialists, by way of a counter-attack, struck up 
“ God Save the King.” The Patriots, rather cautiously began 
“ God Save Ireland.” The speaker called for order, but he called 
in vain. However, he was determined to have his way. With a 
deft movement of his left wrist he wrenched off the back of his 
chair, and with it laid low a Socialist, and then to show his 
impartiality, an Imperialist and a Patriot. This had an im­
mediate effect, and quiet was restored. He then made a short 
speech reminding the gentlemen that they were gentlemen, and 
reproving them for their disrespect of the “ chair.” “ We respect 
the back of the chair anyway,” growled one of the injured. The 
Speaker ruled him out of order, and called on M. Tchicherin to 
speak.

The worthy man arose. His face, particularly its nasal portion, 
showed that he was an out and out Bolshevist. “ Comrades,” 
he said, “ I had arrange beforedandt I came to Ireland notes 
for a speechify, but ze customers in Dun Kingstown take zem. 
zey say Evil Fetters. I call zem capitalists, but zey keep zem.” 
By this time he had worked himself up to a passion. He fumbled 
in his pockets for his flask of vodka, wherewith to refresh himself, 
but by mistake drew out a small bomb which exploded with a 
loud bang. Fittle damage was done, however, beyond the fact 
that the minute hand fell off the clock and transfixed a stray 
newspaper reporter. Thus encouraged, the man from Moscow 
began a great tirade, the main points of which were :—

(i) That the present school system should be abolished, 
as it is of bourgeois origin, and

(ii) That everything else should be abolished too.
He continued in this vein for a long time, and became very 

boring in consequence.
The attention of all members was suddenly aroused by a loud 

thud, as a missle struck the rostrum, glancing off the speaker’s 
nose on the way. Then an ancient and fishlike smell prevaded the 
air. “ Withdraw, withdraw !” shouted someone, but the fishy 
smell was a good one, or rather a bad one. Next came a volley
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of discharged eggs. M. Tchicherin, infuriated, was preparing to 
throw back the contents of his attache case, bombs, grenades, 
a book by Karl Marx, etc., in return, when someone cautiously 
switched the lights off. This deterred our Muscovite, but it 
started off everyone else. The Speaker’s call for order was abso­
lutely ignored, so he, with that great presence of mind which was 
never known to have left him, groped his way to the door and 
locked it, having first made sure that he was on the outside. What 
went on inside will never be known ; those who took part have 
only very blurred recollections. After about half an hour, the 
Speaker opened the door and found that, as he had expected, 
nobody had thought of switching on the lights again. He did so 
himself, and witnessed a deplorable sight. Members in dire agony 
lay prostrate all over the floor. On one side, under a heap of 
desks, was M. Tchicherin, groaning for assistance to get back to 
his dear quiet Russia. The Speaker viewed the scene more in 
scorn than in pity, and ascending the rostrum said ■—“ I declare 
the meeting adjourned \” Thus concluded one of the most mem­
orable meetings the Societv has ever held.

W. W.

m m m

Re ©eed <|)em.
So it is ended,
The spirit that beat in thy body ;
Fold now thy wings,
Thy wings of the colour of wood-smoke ;
There is no more
Of hunting or loving or mating.

So it is ended ;
The eager delight of the love chase,
The fight with the wind
When the spray is lashing the cliff-top ;
The sleep on the sea
When the ripples are lapping the sand-banks. 

How long,
In the stress of the waters that raged, 
Floated thy body,
Unheeded by their turbulent anger ?
Till high on the shore 
A great wave hurled it and left it.
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How long,
When the long night winds sang wildly,
And the harsh seas baffled 
Veined the black boulders with silver,
Hay thy corpse here,
Cast up like driftwood, unheeded ?

Enough. It is ended ;
The storm has ceased from its raging.
Silent the shore,
Save for the wash of the ripples.
In a bare sky unveiled 
The sun upitving blazes.

Silent the shore,
Save for the wash of the ripples.

Silent as Death ;
Death has come for his victim.

Fold now thy wings,
Of the delicate colour of wood-smoke.

O.F.D.

©ram.
(Advice to Possible Contributors.)

Hail, horrors, Hail ! To many readers this may seem a personal 
insult, but the general anger should be mollified by the considera­
tion that these words are addressed to a very small number. 
Strictly speaking every reader is a possible contributor, but I am 
writing chiefly for those readers who actually intend to con­
tribute, and it is impossible to believe that the number of such 
readers is at any time great, when the number of contributions is 
always so small. I do not venture to advise those who have 
already contributed, for all the articles, in the last number were 
excellent, especially....................but this would not be modest.

The first consideration for a beginner is whether he will write 
humorously or seriously (I assume that no one would attempt to 
write poetry). For several reasons I advise him to write humor­
ously. Plumour has some attraction in itself, while seriousness has 
none. You may have heard someone say of some article “ This is 
really humorous.” You have never, I am sure, heard anyone say, 
“ This is really serious.” At least not in a tone of admiration. It 
is quite possible also that readers would find something to laugh

So it is ended.

m m m

From © Rabbit’s
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at even in a very serious contribution, and surely it is better, for 
the writer, if his humour appears intentional. Another point, 
and a very important one, in favour of humour, is that a humorous 
writer will not suffer from a lack of suitable subjects. This will 
be more easily believed if I indicate the possibilities of a few sub­
jects :—School Rules ; An Irish Grievance ; Temperance ; Gym­
nastics.

School Rules :—In this age of enlightenment no one will think 
that the number of School Rules must be exactly ten; therefore, 
there should be no objection to the proposing of some new ones. 
As an example of a suitable rule I may state formally one which 
seems to exist already, although it is not in the printed code :

All boys must laugh at Master’s jokes, but must not laugh at 
Masters or at any other joke.” Another rule that is urgently 
needed is that “ All boys are expected to wear the School mous­
tache which must be clearl\r marked with the owner’s name.”

An Irish Grievance :—This is a subject which should appeal to 
all good patriots, and one that offers great scope to an imaginative 
writer. An article on it is assured of a warm reception, and almost 
any grievance will do. There is an excellent one dating from the 
ninth century, when the Danes did great damage to Ireland, and 
founded Dublin.

Temperance, I fear, is not a matter for humour. As for my last 
subject, I remember indeed some incidents that occurred in the 
old Gym (I mean the Swedish Institute) which might interest 
readers, but which scarcely come under the heading of Gymnastics.

Out of four subjects such as would occur to anyone, two at 
least provide abundant material for a humorous article. More­
over if “ Temperance Lecture” is substituted for ” Temperance” 
a third subject is found with possibilities which it is unnecessary 
to indicate. In fact, almost any subject may be treated humor­
ously except Irish politics. This exception must be made, for it 
would be like painting the lily to make jokes about our Politicians.

The humorous writer has this advantage also, that if he wishes 
he may write without a subject. This in fact is the method of 
modern humorists, and it may best be learnt by studying their 
works. In serious writing, on the other hand, this method would 
prove very unsatisfactory. It is never adopted except by phil­
osophers, and their work is generally found to be rather dull.

Humour indeed seems to have many things in its favour. The 
great objection that can be urged against it is that some readers 
may dislike any humour but their own. Such readers must be 
mentally deficient, for their dislike of humour arises from inability 
to understand it. Even so, I feel sure that they form a very small 
minority and that their views may be ignored.

The main point to be observed, however, whether in humorous 
or serious writing, is to work always in the spirit of the artist, 
and not from a mere desire to see your initials in print.

THE MARCH HARE.
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l>fie; ©We ©f f)®^.
I stood upon the seashore and I watched the wavelets beat 
And lap among the stones and weed that lay about my feet. 
And as I stood I lost the world and all its noises save 
The whispered splash as, dancing, came each happy little wave.

It was the middle winter month and yet, behold, there lay 
An even, tawny shadow 'neath each bollard in the bay.
The mountains in the distance had their peaks all capped with snow, 
The air was crisp, the sky was blue, no breath of wind did blow.

And slow the sea-gulls wheel above and fly with lazy wing ; 
Their greedy screechings rend the evening stillness with their ring. 
When bye arid bye their screaming ceases, dreamily they glide 
And float in feathery crescent on the slowly ebbing tide.

Till out behind yon three-domed hill the dark approaches fast, 
Tike clouds of sand in desert raised by horsemen lately passed. 
The azure deepens into night and all is hid—but yet 
The glory of that evening scene my mind shall ne’er forget.

W.G.K.
m m m

(|»0rresp0R(*l©R(2©.

To The Editor of The Erasmian.
Dear Sir,

Would you kindly inform me why the Editor has to write all 
the Tetters to the Editor, himself ?

Yours etc.,
THE EDITOR.

m m m

Ireland u.

On February 23rd, 1929, football enthusiasts went to Tans- 
downe road expecting to see a match between Ireland and Scotland, 
but saw, instead, a much more interesting and exciting one 
between the Irish-Scottish fifteen—d should say thirty—and the 
Dublin United Innumerable.

About a quarter of an hour before the start, which was booked 
for three o’clock, the Dublin United Innumerable appeared on the
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south goal-line. The ovation that they received from the spectators 
was far from encouraging, for it consisted of loud boohs and hisses 
accompanied by shouts of “ Get off.” At three o’clock the Irish- 
Scottish thirty galloped on to the field amidst thuriderous applause 
but, not liking the nondescript looks of the Dublin United, they 
stood in groups in the middle of the field looking askance at the 
opponents.

Meanwhile the referee—who apparently knew the type with 
which he had to deal—had gone up to the latter and spent fully 
five minutes in warning them about the penalties incurred by 
foul play. Only when four Garda Siochana had lent their weight 
to his arguments did the referee see fit to start the match.
After five minutes had elapsed the Irish-Scottish began a suc­

cession of attacks on their opponents’ defence, which can only be 
described as belonging to the stonewall type. Man after man 
hurled himself against their ranks without even making an in­
dentation large enough to be measured by a vernier scale. The 
one or two brilliant individualists who managed to penetrate the 
Dublin Uniteds’ front ranks found it impossible to pass their 
full back, who snugly ensconced in the depths of a bath chair, 
stopped them by the mere force of his invectives.

At length some Scotsmen realised the futility of attempting to 
score on the south goal line and taking the matter—viz., the ball— 
into their own hands, they trotted up to the north goal line and 
scored there instead. As a last resort an Irish-Scottish stand off 
half tried to pierce his opponent’s defence with a drop kick, 
which being successful quelled the ardour of the Dublin United. 
Shortly after this a wiry little wing broke through the Dubliners’ 
defence and scored a try far out, his effort having left him too weak 
to run round under the posts. At this juncture the referee was again 
forced to warn Dublin United for general misconduct, the which 
admonition squashed them so flat that at half-time the Irish- 
Scottish determined to have a game among themselves and com­
pletely to ignore their recent opponents.

The latter being ignorant of this decision on the part of the 
Irish-Scottish, changed over, this being the one and only time on 
which they got beyond their own ” 25." On resumption of play, 
however, they did not seem offended at having to play the role 
of mere spectators, for they sat meekly on the dead ball line and 
gave no further annoyance.

Now as everyone knows there is an old adage that if a Rugby 
team be divided against itself it cannot stand. In this case it is 
only applicable to half the team for, after about twenty minutes 
of the second half had elapsed, the Irish collapsed completely. 
The Scotsmen, with their characteristic rapaciousness, seized on 
the opportunity offered them and taking advantage of the Irish­
men’s mental and physical prostration, scored a goal and two 
unconverted tries—which, after all, was rather mean of them.

But, as I said before, the Dublin United-Irish-Scottish match 
was much more exciting. D.T.B.
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We have acquired a Debating Society.

We have debated about the Public Statues of Dublin, Dictator­
ships, The Deague of Nations, Flying, and have had two Lantern 
Lectures, of which one was by Dr. Fearon, F.T.C.D., on “ Secrets 
of Sunlight.”

We regret to announce the departure of Mr. H. L. Doak, M.A., 
for many years Senior English Master in the School. Mr. Doak 
has become Editor of the Educational Co’s, publications.

His place has been taken by Mr. Shannon, who, we are con­
fident, will carry on with equal efficiency. Mr. Shannon has had 
a brilliant career at the University of Wales; among other dis­
tinctions he gained First Place and University Studentship in 
English. On the sports side Mr. Shannon has also distinguished 
himself, obtaining University colours for Rugby, swimming 
and rowing. He was Captain of the Shooting Team, which repre­
sented the University at Bisley, and a member of the Rugby team 
which won the British Inter-University Championship.

The plans of the new Gymnasium, we understand, have been 
approved by the Board, and work will be begun on it very shortly. 
We hope that it will be rather more solid than the former one, 
which was for many years an unfailing source of jokes for various 
unofficial school magazines.

We are very grateful to Miss Plewman and to Mr. A. L. B. 
Moore for the gift of about two dozen books each to the Library, 
and also to the following boys who have presented books :—T. J. 
Thompson, and J. D. K. Freeland.

Amongst other additions we are glad to see “ The Story of the 
Birds,” by Dr. J. C. Patten, M.A., M.D., D.Sc. Dr. Patten, who 
is Professor of Anatomy in Sheffield University, is an “ Old Boy” 
of the School. He has very kindly promised to come and give us 
a lecture about the subject of birds, on which he is one of the 
greatest living authorities.
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This term a Boxing Club has been started. We insert an account 
of it elsewhere.

The following have been elected as Cricket Officials :—R. H. S. 
Ballagh (Captain), H. W. Stephenson (Vice-Captain), G. W. 
Patterson (Secretary.)

The receipts from the School Concert amounted to over £31. 
The profit was about £7 10s. Od. Most of the expenditure, how­
ever, was for the purchase of a stage and other permanent equip­
ment, and will not recur.

m m m

foofkxaff Rotes-
General Notes.

During the latter part of the season our S.C.T. has settled down 
much better than in the first half, although we have been most 
unlucky in injuries. The forwards are playing more as a pack, 
and the backs, though not good in attack, have several times 
shown their worth in defence. We were unlucky this year in being 
drawn against Blackrock for the first round of the Senior Schools’ 
Cup. We were well beaten, but by no means disgraced ourselves.

The J.C.T. have proved as good a team as last season and have 
had a very successful season. After an easy victory over St. 
Stephen’s Green School in the first round we were beaten by 
Castleknock College, who also beat us last year.

The 2nd XV and “ under 13” are still going strong, although 
they have not played a great many matches.

Notes on the Players.
J. Hawkins.—Played full back for the first half of the season but 

was unlucky to break his collar-bone during the Christmas 
holidays. Reliable, with a good “ sense of position.”

E. Green.—Took Hawkins’s place. Resourceful and is a good 
tackier, though inexperienced.

M. Wilson.—The fastest three-quarter on the team, but does not 
use his speed to the best advantage. Good in defence.

G. A. Bamford.—Has a good kick. Better in defence than attack. 
R. Boucher.—Captain of the J.C.T. Also plays centre for S.C.T.

Rather inexperienced, but makes a good centre.
I. Webb.—Played forward for first half of season, but latterly 

has been moved to the wing. Is a good all round back.
H. W. W. Good.—Best back on the side. Good in both attack

and defence. Has scored more tries than any other member 
of the team.
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R. H. S. BALEAGH.—Plays a good spoiling game, but is rather 
slow in getting the ball away.

H W Stephenson.—Captain for second time. Best forward on 
the side. Good in both tight and loose. Leads the pack well 

W. G. Taylor—A hard-working and useful player. Good with 
his feet in the loose and uses his weight in the scrum. An
all-round forward. .

G. D. Stewart.—A good wing forward. Better m the loose than
in the tight. Speedy and has a good place kick.

L. R. Rogers.—Good in the line out, but hangs on too long.
Uses his weight but packs too high.

D. T. Bardon.—Rather inexperienced. Follows up better than
most. Pushes hard. . t

H. S. Boyce.—Slow in getting down in the tight. Good m the
loose. 1t

R. S. Savage.—Should use his weight more. Plays a good all­
round game.

G. F. Mitchell.—Inexperienced, packs rather high, but other­
wise plays a good game.

Substitutes.
J. D. Clark.—Inexperienced and does not run straight. Has 

good place kick. Was unlucky to injure his wrist while playing 
against Methodist College.

W. G. Kirkpatrick.—Rather inexperienced. Best forward on
2nd XV.

The Cup Matches.
Blackrock College S.C.T., 14 points. High School S.C.T., Nil.

The weather was very cold and a strong breeze was blowing 
when the teams took the field. The going was rather heavy. 
Stephenson won the toss and chose to play with the wind. In the 
first half the play was almost even, although the Blackrock pack 
heeled the ball more frequently than we did. Their backs, however, 
did not make much use of it and either tackled in possession or 
fumbled their passes. This gave rise to a great number of rushes 
by both packs. In this manner we several times almost reached 
our opponents’ goal line but failed to score. We were often 
penalised for offside, but the kicks were all wide. This half ended 
with Stewart missing what would in other circumstances have 
been an easy kick, but the ball was extremely heavy. Both 
sides were scoreless up to this point.

The second half was more one sided. Our backs settled down 
to play a defensive game. Ten minutes after the start Blackrock 
scored a try, but this was not converted. Two other tries followed 
after about half-an-hour’s play. A minute before no side, they 
scored again. This try was converted.

The tackling of our backs was very good, especially as they had 
a faster set of backs opposing them.
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Team:— E. Green, I. Webb, G. A. Bamford, R. Boucher, M. 
Wilson, H. W. W. Good, R. H. S. Ballagh, H. W. Stephenson 
(Capt),'W. G. Taylor, G. D. Stewart, R. S. Savage, L. R. Rogers, 
G. F. Mitchell, H. S. Boyce, D. T. Bardon.

Referee:—Mr. R. W. Jeffares, junr.

High School J.C.T., 36 points. St. Stephen’s Green School, Nil.
Having the advantage in height and weight, we had little diffi­

culty in passing into the second round of the Junior Schools 
Cup at Donnybrook, at the expense of St. Stephen’s Green School. 
We won by twelve tries to nil, eight in the first half and four in 
the second. We were superior at all points, although our opponents 
put up a splendid fight.

Taking up the attack from the start we kept up a constant 
pressure. Boucher (3), Orr (3), Begley (2), Flynn, Thompson, 
Croxon and Farmer were the scorers. But in each case the kick 
at goal failed.

Begley at full-back got nothing to do. Boucher and banner 
both played good games.

Team :—Begley, Orr. Flynn, Croxon, Martin, Boucher, Boyle, 
Farmer, Caldwell, Begley, Walker, Thompson, Horrell, Gibney, 
and Gowan.

High School J.C.T., Nil. Castleknock College J.C.T., 8 points.
We met Castleknock College in the second round of the J unior 

Schools’ Cup. It was rather unfortunate that, after an easy pas­
sage through the^ferst round, we should meet the holders, Lastle- 
knock College, in the next. For some unaccountable reason the 
team played much belo\v form. Still, after a hard struggle we 
were just beaten by 8 points.

The game was confined to a forward struggle in which our pack 
held their own, but the team, as a whole, on this day, lacked the 
finish of their opponents.

Team :—G. Begley, Ingram, Martin, Orr, Flynn, Boyle, C. V. 
Boucher, Farmer, Caldwell, Scott, H. A. ; Thompson, A. E. ; 
Scott, H. G. ; Walker, P. R. ; Begley, H.; Horrell.

m m m

Captain—H. W. Stephenson.
Hon. Secretary—G. A. Bamford.
This year the High School suddenly awoke to the fact that it 

was not marching with the times in the world of sport in the
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absence of some facilities for receiving instruction in the manly 
art of boding. This, however, has been remedied by the formation 
of a boxing class, which was started shortly after the Christmas 
vacation, and the appointment of a capable instructor.

It is much too young yet to expect any tangible results, as the 
majority of the boys have had no previous instruction. But the 
enthusiasm with which it has been taken up by them augurs well 
for the future of the class.

m m m

In future a part of the Erasmian will be reserved for the Old 
Boys’ Union, each member of which will receive a copy free 
every term. The Union funds will pay the price of postage only. 
We publish in this number the first half of a very interesting 
contribution by Mr. J. B. S. Macllwaine, who was a pupil of the 
School during the first four years of its existence. We invite 
contributions of this kind from other past pupils, or any items 
of news about them.

The Secretaries and Committee will be grateful for help in form­
ing a complete and correct list of Old Boys. They have about 
twelve hundred names, but this is by no means a full list, nor are 
the addresses in many cases correct.

They will welcome also suggestions for activities on the part of 
the Union. The Annual Dinner will be held on March 20th. When 
the new Gymnasium is built a Badminton Club might be formed. 
An Old Boys’ Rugby team could have occasion^ matches with the 
School and with other teams. Subsidiary branches might be 
formed in Belfast, London, etc. Will any Old Boys who are 
willing to help in promoting these or other activities please com­
municate with the Secretaries or call at the School ? Those who 
live out of Dublin are particularly invited to visit the School 
when in town. The most convenient time is between 11.30 and 
12.30 or after 3 p.m.

When a quite small child I had seen a circus; what impressed 
me most was an elephant, an animal “with a tail out of its head,’’ 
and a clown. During my first year at school I seriously considered
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running away from home to be a clown ! Experience has shown 
that even those in high places sometimes play the clown, and play 
it very well.

The High School was opened in Harcourt Street, Dublin, in 
October, 1870.

For no other reason except that it was convenient to the railway 
I was entered a pupil on 9th of the following January (1871). Dr. 
Creswell took me under his wing. I regret to say I was anything 
but a good boy. He was a Cambridge man, a typical Englishman, 
absolutely fair and just. He seemed to have had a great many 
distinguished ancestors, who had occupied a great many im­
portant posts, so with a few leading questions we could easily 
start genealogical stories and school work was constantly neg­
lected. I was often responsible for the mischief. A boy named 
Dempsey who had an unblemished record, was usually selecfed, 
and told to suggest that he thought it was, say at Naseby that 
some ancestor of the Creswell family had done something. Dr. 
Cresswell at once corrected him, laying down the book, which was 
rarely taken up again that day until too late to do much work. 
For some reason, which I cannot remember, possibly because he 
was so exceedingly quiet, I had nick-named Dempsey “ Uncle.” 
I slipped it accidentally to Dr. Creswell who was much amused, 
remarking how appropriate the nick names boys gave each other 
always were. He always laid down as an important principle, 
never make an enemy of boys. At this time Sir Arthur and Uady 
Olive Guinness lived in Ueeson Street; their house was next to 
an Army Grinder’s. Uady Olive made some objection to some 
action of the students who retaliated by chalking XX on articles 
in the Grinder’s garden. I perfectly remember how Dr. Creswell 
enjoyed this when I told it to him.

He always started a new boy by treating him as a gentleman; 
it was the boy’s own fault if he got into trouble.

A neighbour who lived near us was rather a remarkable man. 
He rose early each morning, smoked until breakfast, always wore 
a silk hat, stoutly maintained he would live to be ninety, and as 
a matter of fact he reached the great age of ninety-four. He had 
been a wine merchant and often got news of some particular 
brand of port “ in the wood” which he bought and frequently 
shared some with my father. The greatest of all these finds was 
a “ white port.” A gift of a few old coins from this gentleman 
started the hobby which proved very interesting to me.

Dr. Creswell, like most Englishmen, liked good things. I can 
remember the manner in which the white port was treated. There 
was as much fuss and “ ceremony” about its arrival on the dinner 
table as about some serious piece of business. Hours before 
dinner the bottle was carried in state into the dining room, and 
placed in a stand. Important guests were introduced to it before 
dinner, the dirt and cobwebs on the bottle being admired. I he 
cork was drawn with a mechanical corkscrew (it did not always



672 The Erasmian.

work). I usually had to hold the bottle. Of course everyone did 
not get this special wine nor was a Vintage Festival indulged in 
for the ordinary guest, but Dr. Creswell always got some of the 
important brand when he dined with us. Its merits were quite lost 
on me. I got into disgrace on one occasion by breaking a wine 
glass doing some trick. I was promptly sent to the cook for treat­
ment as my hand was cut. She got a filthy cobweb from the coal 
cellar; the wound healed all right. This was before germs were 
invented.

I cannot remember if the serious question as to whether the 
wine should be decanted or poured direct from the bottle was 
ever finally settled. As the verdict invariably was that the wine 
that night was good, but that the bottle on the previous occasion 
was better, it dawned on me that the wine was getting down in 
the scale, so I asked some question on the matter. I cannot re­
member now how it was worded. It seemed a sort of bombshell, 
but it was met by a sharp remark, that “little boys should not 
ask questions.’ I am not clear as to the exact height from the 
top of the wine glass the wine should reach, but after looking at 
it for some time, remarking on the “ bouquet,” etc., a sip was 
taken, and the “ tears” on the glass were remarked on; finally 
mysterious names were uttered, the only one I can recollect was 
“ curious.”

Doctor Creswell entertained his class to breakfast each year; 
he was a perfect host.

In 1896 a cutting from “ The Times” was sent to me. It was 
a report of an action by Messrs. Spink & Son, of Piccadilly (now 
of King St.) against Dr. Creswell, about a penny of Aethelstan, 
which got broken. Knowing Messrs. Spink so well, I am bound to 
say they would never have brought forward the case unless quite 
sure of its merits, nor would Dr. Creswell ever have given in on a 
matter of principle.

I always thought the doctor’s evidence ruined his case. What I 
liked so much about Dr. Creswell, was that he never appeared to 
remember any misdeeds. When punishment was over it was done 
with. He bore no ill-will and expected boys to act in the same 
manner. One boy did show bad feeling; he was never forgiven, as 
he carried it too far.

It is difficult after so many years to recall the names of those 
who seem to have passed out of one’s life completely, unless 
they have been in some way before the public. Harry Spunner 
and W. J. Goulding, both distinguished themselves in the football 
field. Spunner was one of those who relieved Captain Boycott, 
and Goulding afterwards became a baronet, and an “ irreproach­
able Irishman.”

Two brothers named Grierson, both have become distinguished. 
Quantities of house sparrows sat in a row on the roof of the Goods 
Stores at Harcourt Street Railway Station in the afternoon. One 
boy occasionally gave a display of shooting with a catapult. He
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picked one bird off after another, rarely missing. He thought his 
short sight was the cause of a failure ! He was really a wonder.

A boy no longer with us, Swift Payne Johnson, was one I liked. 
He came out to stay with us, even as a boy he was more mature 
in his views than any other I can remember. An Oxford man who 
lived near us had told me such wonderful stories of the “ Dons’' 
and their doings that it was a terrible shock when it was discovered 
Fellows of Trinity College were to conduct the examinations. 
One story my neighbour told was how a “ Don” rebuked a 
young man for some lack of respect. When the e(xcuse was ad­
vanced that he had only been up three days, " Ah true,” the 

Don’ said, " puppies eyes are not open for nine days.” Knowing 
this and much more it was with fear and trembling I went with 
Swift Johnson to be examined in Euclid by Todhunter, F.T.C. 
When we went into the room Todhunter was sitting at a desk and 
remarked what a lovely day it was, and how much nicer it would 
be to be out in the country. This was so totally unlike what I 
expected that I imagined all kinds of dangers and pitfalls were 
hid away in the words, and as a result I completely lost my voice. 
When J ohnson was done, a question was put to me but I was quite 
dumb. I could not speak. Todhunter was most patient, but 
Johnson said “ He knows the answer, sir.” That did it, the 
kindness of the way he took my part. I then got on all right, and 
did well. Johnson had come from America. In after life when I 
came to deal with high-class Americans I found they too could 
show kindness.

There was no ball alley when I was at school. On the site of 
those built there was an inner yard walled in. Entrance to it was 
by a door, which was closed. When for some reason the door was 
found open it was discovered that there was timber, etc., in the 
yard. Some bright soul suggested if a garrison took possession of 
the yard to dislodge them would be exciting. Who the com­
manders were I cannot remember. Sentries were posted to watch 
for the Masters. It was quite impossible to get into the yard, 
as sticks used as bayonets were too serious to face. A sort of 
stale-mate was the result until a heap of clay was found. This 
was carried in handkerchiefs to the attack, and used as slings the 
handkerchiefs were fairly successful. This entertainment did not 
last long. One of the Masters came, looked into the yard, and 
next day the door was securely fixed.

We were promised a holiday when the roll reached one hundred. 
Crosbie was the one hundredth boy, he was cheered !

When the school opened there were only three regular Masters, 
Dr. Creswell, Messrs. Wallace and Hinkson. P'rench and German 
were taught by a German, the Rev. Oscar Khramer, who attended 
during the afternoon. He was a very tall man, over six feet high 
and built in proportion. He wore a sort of frock coat, with tails 
which flew about as he walked. He had a large gold chain across 
his breast; he opened the door, came in, passed Dr. Creswell
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with a bow and the Doctor returned the greeting. A time came 
when there was no recognition ! Mr. Wallace was supposed to be 
head Classical Master, Mr. Hinkson taking mathematics. We soon 
discovered Dr. Creswell and the Board of Governors were not on 
good terms. We were working on the usual Irish plan, putting 
everyone to do something they were not engaged to accomplish. 
The mathematical man took classics, and vice versa. The boys 
who could help the masters out of difficulties, those who 
could not went to the wall, but everyone except Dr. Creswell 
was quite happy with the arrangement. It was some time before 
the doctor got his own way. I found Mr. Wallace a gentleman, 
also Mr. Boulger, who succeeded him. The next master I remem­
ber was Mr. Stack, who however qualified he may have been, did 
not seem to have the least sympathy with boys, he certainly had 
none with me. One thing for an Irishman, was strange, he had no 
sense of humour; how far this may be necessary in dealing with 
Irish boys is a problem.

He was a fine football player. He died under tragic circumstances.
Dr. Creswell lost considerably in the boys’ opinion when he 

conducted the Governors round the School, by not wearing his 
cap ; some boy knew the story of the famous Dr. Busby and the 
King. How the former wore his cap when taking the King round, 
but how in private he went down on his knee and told how if the 
boys thought there was a greater man in England than Dr. Bushy 
there would be no managing them ! I liked Mr. Foster who came 
as head mathematical master, he was so uncertain, one never knew 
the moment an imposition would be given, or for what, just 
Brown, Jones or Robinson, “ Thirty lines.” It was a fact one 
was never safe, but I enjoyed it. He was distant and never made 
any distinction between boys. He was an excellent teacher. 
One could always tell if there was any friction. Suddenly Dr. 
Creswell would embark on a raid. A loud shout from his chair,

There is too much noise,” would be followed by a walk down 
the school room with “ tickler” under his arm. “ Tickler,” like 
Foster’s lines, fell unexpectedly.

I think it was the last time Dr. Creswell was at my father’s 
house, when they had gone to the conservatory (it was summer 
time) to smoke, the garden chair the doctor was sitting on col­
lapsed. I was quite a hero with the story next day at school. 
A great Conservative, who believed only in that body, coming to 
Ireland, just at the time of the Disestablishment, it is regrettable 
that what he must have said on that subject is forgotten. He 
often told us about Dr. McGee, the Archbishop of York, and on 
the great merit of the appointment.

J. B. $. McIEWAINE.
(To be continued.)
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Ervine-Andrews and Coote.—December 10th, 1928, at Clone 
Church, by the Rev. A. V. Smyth, M.A., Cyril A. Ervine- 
Andrews, Provincial Bank, Wexford, to Doreen Georgina 
Coote, daughter of the late Thomas Coote and Mrs. Coote, 
Wexford.

h m m

We regret to record the death of the Rev. James Mitchell, B.A. 
He graduated in Trinity College and entered the Ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church. After many years of service in Belfast, 
and elsewhere, he became Minister of Kells, Co. Meath, where he 
remained until his death.

m m m

Sir Bernard D'Olier Darley, C.I.E., A.M.I.C.E., has had the 
honour of Knighthood conferred on him by the King “ In recog­
nition of his outstanding services as Chief Engineer in charge 
of the Ganda Canal Irrigation Works, United Provinces.”

Sir William de Courcy Wheeler has been one of three surgeons 
chosen out of two thousand medical delegates to Egypt, by King 
Fuad for the honour of a special degree. The other two were 
Sir Berkeley Moynilian and Sir Holbert Waring.

Air. Edward H. Burne has been elected President of the Inco- 
porated Raw Society of Ireland for the present year.

m m m

Regaltg of

SCRIPTURE EXAMINATIONS.

Church of Ireland.
Greek Testament.—G. F. Dalton (First Class Prize), 7 others 

passed.
Mid dee Grade.—W. Warnock (First Class Prize), E. Curry, 

J. W; Bridle (Second Class Prizes), E. B. Moore, H. A.
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Penny, J. H. Matthews, V. Graham, J. Caldwell (Third Class 
Prizes.) 34 others passed.

Junior Grade.—R. W. Mason (P'irst Class Prize), E. Plant 
(Second Class Prize), J. D. Penney, J. W. Keegan, E. Dunne, 
W. C. Keon, W. Morrow, E. P. Hill, W. Mahon, C. V. Boyle, 
Id. E. J. Fox, H. B. Moore (Third Class Prizes). 34 others 
passed.

Presbyterian Church.
Greek Testament.—E. A. Thompson (First Place and Special 

Prize of £1), G. F. Mitchell (First Class Prize.)
Middle Grade.—W. G. Taylor, R. C. Agnew (Third Class Prizes). 

8 others passed.
Junior Grade.—J. W. Davis (Third Class Prize). 5 others passed.

TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.

The High School Exhibition, 1928.

Awarded on the results of the Junior Exhibition Examination 
(£25 a year for four years, with privileges as to rooms in 
Trinity College).—T. N. Richardson.

Erasmus Smith Statutory Exhibition.—F. G. Bestall.
A. W. H. Breakley ’(Jun. Fresh).—P'irst of First Rank Honours 

in Classics. The William Roberts Prize.
D. M. Mitchell (Sen. Fresh.)—First Rank Honours in Natural 

Science.
II. B. S. Montgomery (Sen. Fresh)—First Rank Honours in Na­

tural Science. The Edge Exhibition.
T. N. Richardson (Jun. Fresh) .—First of First Rank Honours in 

Experimental Science.

Other Examinations.

A. J. Hughes.—Royal Bank.
J. P. Martin.—P'oy Scholarship. City of Dublin Technical Schools.
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We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following 

Magazines :—“ T.C.D.” (Trinity College, Dublin) ; “ R.S.D.” 
(Royal School, Dungannon); “ M. C. B. ” (Methodist College, 
Belfast) ; Sandford Park School Magazine, “ School News’' 
(Royal Belfast Academical Institution.)
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The Erasmian is published three times a year, at Christmas, 
Easter, and June. Price 6d. per copy.

The Editor invites literary contributions from past and present 
pupils, and all others interested in the School.

Editor.—G. F. DAI/FON. 
Sub-Editor.—D. T. BARDON, 
Treasurer.—G. F. MITCHEEE.
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SPORTS REQUISITES OF ALL KINDS 
Special Discount to Schools.
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SWITZER AND CO., LTD. GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN

BOYS’ SUITS 

BLAZERS 

OVERCOATS 

RAINCOATS 

SCHOOL CAPS 

TIES, SOCKS 

COLLARS 

UNDERWEAR 

FOOTWEAR 

TUCK BOXES 

CRICKET and 

TENNIS KITS

Winner Records

COST 2/6 EACH.

Largest Stock in 
Ireland.

Evcky TiTk& Is Stock 

' GRAM®PH©ME' STORES 
^Johnstons Comrt(grstI 0N)Dmbuiw

OPEN TU.L 9 SUNDAYS TIWL Q
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| WEIR’S I
I For SPORTS PRIZES I

| Weir & Sons (Dublin), Ltd. |
S 96 GRAFTON STREET. S
E 1, 2 & 3 WICKLOW STREET. E
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SUITS TO ORDER. 
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For every school requisite and text-book

CONSULT THE

Educational Company 
of Ireland. - Limited
As the largest suppliers of school books and equip­
ment in Ireland, with a long and varied experience, 
it follows that as a result of this specialising we can 
offer the best service and best value in the supplying 
of every need of both teacher and student.
If you let us know in what direction your studies 
lie we shall gladly recommend the most suitable 
text-books and give you all the assistance possible.

CATALOGUES FREE.

The imprint of the Educational 
Company on School text-hooks is 
sufficient guarantee that they 
are the best of their kind

Head Office and Factory :

89 TALBOT STREET, DUBLIN.
Branch Office :

11 PATRICK STREET, CORK.
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FOR ALL

Picnic Baskets, Tea Baskets, 

Camping Stoves,

Garden Chairs, Garden Tents, 

try

Lambert Brien & Co., Ltd.
64 GRAFTON STREET.

Write for Catalogues.

^iiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiii| 
| BURN TEDCASTLE'S COAL! j
E BEST QUALITY 5
| HOUSE & STEAM COALS j
E Anthracite Large, Stove Nuts and Beans =Z

E TEDCASTLE, McCORMICK & CO., LTD., =
E Head Office :—13 Pearse St., late Gt. Brunswick St. =Z
“ Telephone—Dublin 1063 (4 lines). Telegrams—“ Tedcas'iLE, 2S 
“ Dublin.'” S2

BRANCHES: E
~ 7 D’OLIER STREET Telephone Dublin 4053 & 4054 —•
—« 93a RATHMINES RD., „ Rathmines 68
” CROFTON ROAD, ^

T DUN LAOGHAIRE „ Dun Laoghaire 3. S
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Johnston, Mooney 
and O’Brien, Ltd.

FLOUR ; MACHINE MADE BREAD AND 
FANCY ; CAKES AND CONFECTIONERY ; 

ALSO “HOLSUM BREAD,”
Neatly Wrapped and Sealed in Waxed Papers.

© ^
Mills : JONES’ ROAD,
Bakery : BALL’S BRIDGE.
Cafe & Restaurant : 7 LEINSTER STREET,
Cafe : QUINSBOROUGH, ROAD, BRAY,

1
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Xx
X
l

♦

J
Works : 61036—TELEPHONE—Warehouse : 934 & 935 
Manufacturing House Furnishers. Removals and Storage.

C
A
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N

ET
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K
ER

S.

FURNITURE,
CARPETS, ScSS*
CURTAINS, X'XW
LINOLEUMS. QlV O5/

/ BEDSTEADS
J?/ and

off/' BEDDING
V* MANUFACTURERS,

J/ Etc.

U
PH

O
LSTER

ER
S.

Carpet Cleaning Works & British (B.V.C.) Vacuum Cleaning
Plant. Household Goods & Wearing Apparel Cleaned & Dyed 

Works : BOYNE STREET, DUBLIN.
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| WRIST AND POCKET =

1 WATCHES I
That will give Lasting 

Satisfaction
At Prices ranging from 

15/-
upwards.

Special 

Discount to 

Purchasers 

who 

Produce 

a copy 

of this 

Magazine

Cleaning ................ 2/-
Mainspring ... 2/6
Hairspring.............. 3/6
Average time, 10 days. 
Other repairs equally 
moderate.

I • bookman• |
j= 31a PEARSE STREET, DUBLIN. =

niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiimiE



• •

Unrivalled Display of 
aJl Sports Goods.
A visit to Hely’s Sports Depot will 
convince you of the fact that this 
is the largest and best equipped of 
its kind in Ireland. , ' .

CRICKET.
All the best makes of bats stocked 
Gunn & Moore Autograph, 33/- 
to 42/-. All Leather Hand-sewn 
Balls, 7/6 each. Leg Guards 
from 10/6. Gloves 5/6.

TENNIS.
Rackets Strung by Hely’s 
A first-class Tennis Racket 
made of the finest materials 
obtainable, strung by our own 

stringers, price 65/- each. 
Hely’s Tournament Ball 12/6 

dozen.

Illustrated Summer Sports 
Catalogue—32 pages.

All about Summer Sports and 
Games. Get your copy now.

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
FIRST FLOOR, DAME STREET.

Printed for Guilfoyle’s Advertising Agency Ltd., by The Athlone Printing
Works Co., Ltd.—1920.


