


 North Carolina Odyssey of the Mind extends a warm welcome to
you to the campus of Appalachian State University for the NCOM
State Tournament. We hope you enjoy the creativity of all these

kids. The OM philosophy is based on problem solving by team
effort, perseverance and sportsmanship. Divergent and original
thinking is rewarded. Our judges are trained to look for unusual,
creative ideas in the long-term problem, style element and the
spontaneous portion of the competition. It is the creativity and

risk-taking abilities of our students that we value.

 Each Problem Captain is responsible for their respective judging
teams. As you can imagine, judging each team’s presentation is a
difficult endeavor. We are proud to say that, although all of our

judges are volunteers, over half of them have judged for us in the
past. No matter what their past experience, all judges have

attended an extensive judge training session in both the Odyssey
of the Mind Program in general and in the problem they will be
judging this year. The training includes long-term judges, style
judges, spontaneous judges as well as score room personnel. 

 We’d like to offer a special thank you to the coaches who have
dedicated hours to their team’s OM experience. This is just one
more way in which you touch and mold the lives of our youth.
This program can only make a difference in our youth through

your willingness to be a coach! 
 

Welcome



NCOM STATE TOURNAMENT
Appalachian State University

March 28, 2026

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Team Registration                    7:30 am -  11:30am   Plemmons Lobby
Volunteer check-in                   7:30 am - 4:00pm    Plemmons Lobby
Souvenir Sales                           8:30 am - 4:00pm    Plemmons Lobby
Competition Times                  8:20 am -  3:20pm     Various
Pre-Awards                                 4:15 pm – 5:00pm    Holmes Convocation
Awards Ceremony                    5:00pm                        Holmes Convocation

On Campus Dining Options

Central Dining Hall Menus: Breakfast | Mar 28 26 | All Access - Rivers Street Cafe
                                              Lunch | Mar 28 26 | All Access - Rivers Street Cafe

Crossroads (Plemmons) Menu: All Day | Mar 28 26 | Plemmons Student Union

https://diningappstate.nutrislice.com/menu/rivers-street-cafe/breakfast/2026-03-28
https://diningappstate.nutrislice.com/menu/rivers-street-cafe/lunch/2026-03-28
https://diningappstate.nutrislice.com/menu/plemmons-student-union/all-day/2026-03-28


Special Appreciation

An Odyssey of the Mind tournament cannot be held without the backing of some
very special people. We would like to thank the following individuals, corporations,

and organizations who have lent their support to our student and officials: 

NCOM State Board of Directors
Appalachian State University -
Kristina Pugh and Sutton Bryan

Allen Ball - Tournament Director
Andy Cordes - Souvenir Sales 

Anne Johnson – Volunteer Coordinator
Allen Ball – State Scheduler

Kristen McGinty and Mitzi Lynch – OMER’s Friends
Mark Hindal – Awards Ceremony

All the volunteer coaches and judges

Problem Captains

Problem 1: Off the Rails: Randy Burton
Problem 2: Lost in OMerland:  Glenn Baron and Alison Blake

Problem 3: Classics…The Epic Quest:  Allen Ball and Vicki Reich
Problem 4: Life’s A Ball: Glenn Sigmon

Problem 5: Taller Tales of John Jivery: Pam Norton and Scotty Vanhoozier
Primary:Clowning Around With Science: Tracy McIntyre

Spontaneous: Carolyn Braly and Elizabeth McAllister
Scoring: Debbie Lauria, Mino Smith, and Lisa Price 

Head Judges

Problem 1:  Dale McCallister 
Problem 2: Bob Pecaut

Problem 3: Mickie Waltenburg and Marj Moe
Problem 4: Marc Blake

Problem 5: Scotty Vanhoozier and Pam Norton
Spontaneous: Donna Burroughs, Karrie Helt, Mark Hindal, Mitzi Lynch, Jeff

Newell, Ann Ross, Tara Woodard, and Ethan Young. 



















Special Awards
Ranatra Fusca Creativity Award
Ranatra Fusca is the term for a classification of water insect. Although this may seem like a
remote association to creative thinking, the name has a special meaning in Odyssey of the
Mind.

The Odyssey of the Mind was born from a college class taught by our founder, Dr. Sam Micklus,
in which students were given an assignment to create a floatation device to transport them
across a pond. One student designed a water strider-like contraption. The device did not
solve the problem because of its inability to maintain proper balance; however, if given the
time and the opportunity to “go back to the drawing board,” the student would have been
able to correct this and cross the pond. Even though the device did not work properly, the
idea was exceptionally creative. 

The Ranatra Fusca Creativity Award represents the essence of the Odyssey of the Mind
program. It is presented to teams or individuals who exhibit exceptional creativity, either
through some aspect of their problem solutions, their behavior, or an extraordinary idea
beyond the problem solution. A successful problem solution is not a criterion for winning the
award; rather, the award is a way to acknowledge and encourage creative-thinking and risk-
taking. Team winners at the association (State) level will advance to World Finals. 

OMER’s Award
OMER’s Award is not intended to reward creativity; instead, our mascot, OMER, wants to
recognize individuals or teams who demonstrate outstanding sportsmanship, exemplary
behavior, and exceptional talent. Recipients of this award may be coaches, team members,
parents, officials or anyone else whom tournament officials or directors feel exhibit these
traits. 
Anyone may inform a judge or tournament official of a possible OMER’s Award candidate. That
judge or official will then determine if that person should be nominated. All nominees are
reviewed by a panel that determines the final winner. 

 Scholarships

 Lynda McGinty Scholarship                                                              
 In recognition of bringing OM to North Carolina and over 40 years of service.                        

 Susan C. Hultin Memorial Scholarship
 Susan Hultin, was an educator in the Charlotte Mecklenburg School System
 and a strong supporter of NCOM 

 Susan Lawson  Memorial Scholarship
 Susan was a long-time educator, Regional Director, State Board Member, coach,   mentor, and
guiding light for Odyssey of the Mind and NCOM.



A Special Note to Coaches and Teams

Please be aware that ONLY the coach may discuss problem-related
issues with the tournament officials. Coaches, teams, and parents

should follow all tournament guidelines and posted signs. If the need
arises to resolve any issue with rule interpretation, please begin this

process with the head judge of your problem. 

Reminders

Please report to the staging area for your problem and the
spontaneous check-in area 20 minute before your schedule
performance time. 

·Coaches or parents must be with teams and/or children at all times

·Lost and Found: Please deliver found items and check for lost items
at the Information Desk in the Plemmons Lobby. Items will also be

brought to the awards ceremony to be claimed.

·We are not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged articles. Please
leave valuables, props, and problem solutions locked in your vehicle.

Because staging areas are small, plan to bring your props and
equipment shortly before your competition time and remove them

immediately thereafter. DO NOT leave your props unattended in the
school. 

·Please represent your school or organization well by being respectful
of the Wingate University campus.Dispose of trash properly and do

not leave any personal or OM items behind. Please do not enter areas
of the school that are not part of the OM competition.

Emergency: In case of a serious emergency at competition call 911. 









2026 World Finals
Iowa State University in Ames, IA

from May 27th – 30th, 2026
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