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Hillsborough County Public 
Schools (HCPS) is proud to an-
nounce that 12 educators have 
been recognized as 2026 Region-
al Economic Educator & Leader-
ship (REEL) Award recipients by 
the Florida Council on Economic 
Education (FCEE).

The REEL Awards honor out-
standing educators across Flor-
ida who are helping students 
develop critical skills in personal 
finance, economics, entrepre-
neurship and the free enterprise 
system. Recipients were rec-
ognized during FCEE’s annual 
Economic & Financial Literacy 
Teacher Summit.

“This recognition reflects the 
incredible work our educators do 
every day to prepare students for 
success beyond the classroom,” 
said Superintendent Van Ayres. 
“Financial literacy and econom-
ic understanding are essential 
life skills, and our teachers are 
helping equip students with the 
knowledge and confidence they 
need to make informed deci-
sions and thrive in their futures. 
We are proud to 
celebrate their 
achievement and 
dedication.”

For more in-
formation about 
the REEL Awards 
and to view the 
complete list of 
honorees, visit 
the Florida Council on Economic Edu-
cation announcement page at www.
fcee.org/blog/9is0yu8nzsdg8h7wavc-
c96r08qytt8.

Congratulations to the following HCPS 
educators were named 2026 REEL 
Award recipients:

Olena Spridgeon, Gaither High School.
Laura Von Staden, Williams Middle 

Magnet School.
Kenneth Gilreath, Gaither High School.
Adam Klopper, Cypress Creek Elemen-

tary School.

Michkayla Dandreano, Forest Hills 
Elementary School.

Joelle Kostecki, Oak Park Elemen-
tary School.

Jamie Acree, Burnett Middle 
School.

Samuel Brown, Franklin Middle 
Magnet School.

Dr. Anedra Johnson, Dickenson El-
ementary School.

Benjamin Donetelli, Woodson K-8.
Jennifer Giannone, Newsome High 

School.

Ph: 813-657-2418   
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This past season the Bell Creek Academy 
girls bowling team celebrated a huge victo-
ry, placing seventh in the country at the High 
School Bowling Foundation National Cham-
pionship in Columbus, Ohio, the highest the 
school has ever ranked and one of the top-10 
finishes for any Florida high school ever. The 
historic win came after an already impres-
sive season, with the girls capturing a dis-
trict championship and finishing as Florida 
Class 1A state runner-ups.

The talented 2025-26 Bell Creek Acad-
emy girls bowling roster included Captain 
Kendall Reighard, who tied for 84th in the 
nation; Malayna Calo, who was the Florida 
Class 1A Girls Singles runner-up; Alexa ‘Lexi’ 
Serniotti, who placed sixth overall at the 
Florida Class 1A Girls Singles Championship; 
Melanie Carter; Emma Pocalyko; Madisyn 
Kowal; and Berlyn Kowal.

Head coach Bobby Reighard shared just 
how proud he is of the team not only for 
what they accomplished but also how they 
did it. “Finishing seventh in the nation and 
becoming the highest-finishing team in Bell 
Creek Academy history is certainly some-
thing we’re proud of, but what makes me 
proudest is the way they represented our 
school,” Reighard said.

Reighard also expressed how rewarding 
it was as a coach seeing the team working 

together to overcome ad-
versity, becoming stron-
ger in the process and 
growing as young wom-
en. The team practiced 
together multiple times 
a week after school at 
Brandon Crossroads Bowl 
in Tampa to prepare.

In bowling, there’s no 
room for error, every shot 
counts and every slipup 
could cost you the game, 
especially at such a com-
petitive national level. 
Such a high intensity en-
vironment would rattle 
most people, but not this 
team. 

“One moment I’ll always remember was 
watching the team continue to encourage 
one another regardless of the score. Every 
player celebrated a teammate’s success just 
as much as her own. That kind of culture 
doesn’t happen overnight; it’s built through 
trust and shared experiences,” said Reighard.

The win is not only a huge triumph for 
Bell Creek but also for the community who 
cheered on the players every step of the 
way, providing the girls with support and 
confidence along their journey to nationals.

“Our seventh-place finish in the nation 
wasn’t just a victory for Bell Creek Academy 
— it was something our entire community 
helped make possible. We were proud to 
bring that accomplishment back to Hillsbor-
ough County, and we’re incredibly grateful 
to Acme Unconventional (a local business 
who stepped up as a community partner for 
the team) for believing in our program,” said 
Reighard.

The Bell Creek Academy bowling team 
was founded in 2017 as a coed program 
due to lack of female participation. By 
2021, the separate girls team was already 
making a name for themselves, snagging 
district titles and individual accolades. 
And now, in 2026, they have finished their 
season as seventh in the nation.

BELL CREEK GIRLS TEAM BOWLS ITS 
WAY INTO NATIONAL TOP 10
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NEWSOME TEACHER EARNS STATE 
REEL AWARD FOR FINANCIAL 

LITERACY EXCELLENCEBy Abigail Dumas
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$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other o!er.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other o!er.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

9/30/2026

9/30/2026

10524 CR 672  l  813-499-0884  l  NOW OPEN! 

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview  l  813-499-9606

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

$40 OFF
Any Air Condition Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

From l. to r., back to front: head coach Bobby Reighard, Kendall 
Reighard (team captain), Emma Pocalyko, Lexi Serniotti, Melanie 
Carter, coach Christina Reighard, Madisyn Kowal, Malanya Calo 

and Berlyn Kowal. 

FRESH BREW IN TOWN: A barista prepares handcrafted specialty drinks 
inside the new Buddy Brew Co!ee, located at 3315 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. inside 

Sprouts Farmers Market in Valrico. "e Tampa-based brand is now open, 
o!ering special promotions, giveaways, and its signature espresso menu. Learn 

more at the company website at www.buddybrew.com

35

Jennifer Giannone of Newsome High School was recognized 
as a 2026 Regional Economic Educator & Leadership (REEL) 

Award recipient by the Florida Council on Economic Edu-
cation. Giannone was one of 12 Hillsborough County Public 

Schools educators honored for outstanding e!orts to teach 
students personal #nance, economics, entrepreneurship and the 
free enterprise system, helping prepare them with essential skills 

for future success.
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• Blue Cross Blue Shield

• GEHA 
• Delta Dental

• MetLife
• Guardian

• Principal
• Premier

Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

............. With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior 
services. Expires 12/31/2026

Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.

No Insurance - No Problem!

*With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 12/31/2026

FREE Exam & X-Rays
PLUS $250 Credit Toward Treatment

Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or 
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket 
expense your insurance does not cover for the exam 
and X-rays.

Patients With Dental Insurance

Dr. Laura BridgesDr. Caroline Dau

www.bridgesdental.com

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico,  FL 33596

813-654-3399

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment 
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

One of the Last Local Private Practices
Doctor-owned. Locally operated. No corporate influence.

Proud Supporters of ECHO
* Board of Directors
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What started with helping 
one student has grown into a 
nonprofit that has served hun-
dreds of students across the 
Tampa Bay area. Founded in 
2019, Gowns for Girls provides 
free formal dresses to stu-
dents who may not otherwise 
be able to a!ord homecoming, 
prom or other special events.

Founder Stephanie Brown 
was inspired to start the orga-
nization after meeting a middle 
school student who couldn’t 
a!ord to attend her eighth 
grade dance. After taking the 
student shopping, Brown real-
ized many other girls were likely facing 
the same situation and wanted to make 
sure cost wouldn’t keep students from 
making memories.

Since then, Gowns for Girls has giv-
en away more than 200 dresses each 
homecoming season and over 400 
gowns during prom season. The orga-
nization also provides dresses for ROTC 
military balls, works with local church-
es during the Tim Tebow Foundation’s 
Night to Shine events and continues to 

support North Port 
High School with more 
than 100 gowns each 
year. After Hurricane 
Ian, volunteers also 
traveled to North Port 
to provide over 200 
dresses to families af-
fected by the storm.

“We value all of our 
volunteers and our 
community who are 
so very generous to 
continue donating to 

our nonprofit,” said Brown. “Without 
the wonderful support of everyone in 
the Tampa Bay area, we would not be 
able to help as many people as we have 
helped through the years.”å

Through the support of local donors 
and volunteers, Gowns for Girls contin-
ues to help students feel confident and 
included as they celebrate some of the 
biggest milestones of their high school 
years. For more information visit the 
website at www.gownsforgirls.org or 
email at gownsforgirls.info@gmail.com.

By Ella Baroni

PROM DREAMS MADE POSSIBLE 
THROUGH GOWNS FOR GIRLS

At just 13 years 
old, FishHawk res-
ident Milo is prov-
ing that passion, 
determination, and 
a love for baking 
can be the perfect 
recipe for success. 
What started as 
baking for fami-
ly and friends has 
grown into a thriv-
ing home bakery 
that has already sur-
passed 200 customer 
orders, making a name 
for itself throughout 
the community.

Milo’s journey began 
with encouragement 
from the people clos-
est to him.

“I was inspired to 
start baking because my family and friends 
loved my baked goods,” he said. “My friends 
encouraged me to venture into business, 
and I thought it was a fantastic idea. Like 
most small businesses, my business began 
modestly, with only a few customers plac-
ing orders.”

Since then, his bakery has continued to 
grow, with customers returning for his 
homemade treats. While Milo enjoys cre-
ating a variety of baked goods, including 
apple pie, brioche and macarons, his cinna-
mon rolls and chocolate chip cookies have 
become customer favorites.

“My favorite treats to make include cin-
namon rolls, various types of cookies, apple 
pie, brioche and macarons,” Milo said. “I 
plan to expand my menu with more items 
in the future.”

Like any entrepreneur, Milo has faced 

c h a l l e n g e s 
along the 
way. One 
of his big-
gest tests 
came when 
demand ex-
ceeded what 
his equip-
ment could 
handle.

“The big-
gest chal-

lenge I faced 
was when I 
received sig-
nificantly more 
orders than my 
electric mixer 
could handle,” 
he said. “I had to 
mix 20 pounds of 
dough by hand.”

“I love baking for the FishHawk commu-
nity because everyone is incredibly friend-
ly and warm,” he said. “My best customer 
experience was when our former house 
cleaner from about three years ago or-
dered from me.”

Looking ahead, Milo hopes to continue 
expanding his business beyond Facebook 
and dreams of one day apprenticing at a 
French bakery. His advice for other young 
entrepreneurs is simple. “Starting a busi-
ness is not as easy as it seems, but if you’re 
willing to put in hard work and dedication, 
it’s incredibly rewarding.”

To place an order with Milo’s Bakery, 
email milosbakery11@gmail.com. Milo’s 
family posts weekly in local FishHawk 
neighborhood Facebook groups to accept 
orders. Customers can also join the bakery’s 
email mailing list and ordering information.

By Zo!a Osterman

YOUNG FISHHAWK BAKER MILO 
SERVES UP SWEET SUCCESS AT JUST 13
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Tina Blount of Brandon wears many hats. 
She is a local pastor, author, podcaster, life 
coach, friend and icon to many in the com-
munity. She is currently wearing a new hat 
as a business owner. What started out as a 
podcast, called Be Blount, has now turned 
into Be Blount Coaching & Counseling.

“The Be Blount podcast actually started 
because of the people around me,” she said. 
“As I spent time serving both the faith com-
munity and the business community, people 
would jokingly tell me, ‘You are blunt in the 
best possible way.’ What they meant was 
that I wasn’t afraid to say the hard thing, 
but that I did it in a way that made people 
feel inspired and encouraged. After hearing 
that enough times, friends suggested that 
should start a podcast. They believed that I 
had something to say. Even though I com-
municate regularly as one of the pastors 
at ARISE Church, I resisted the idea for a 
while, but eventually I gave in.”

Her weekly 10-minute podcast, Be Blount, 
which she originally planned to run for just 
three months, is now in its 11th season, with 
episodes running 20-30 minutes.

Be Blount was shaping up to be more than 
just a podcast.

“There was a broader need, and I felt 
called to meet it,” she said. “Today, Be Blount 

is a people development 
company that helps indi-
viduals, leaders, teams and 
organizations grow in work, 
life and faith. I often say I 
show up for the growth and 
the gaps because I love help-
ing people see what they’re 
capable of before they see it 
themselves. At the heart of 
everything I do is a simple 
belief: When people discover 
who they are, they can step 
more confidently into what 
they were created to do. Our 

motto is ‘be, then do.’”
Be Blount Coaching & Counseling has 

given Blount the opportunity to take a step 
back from ARISE Church and focus on her 
new business.

“I’m excited, and yet, it’s bittersweet,” she 
said. “I believe that God has a plan for each 
of us, and this is His plan for me in this sea-
son.”

Blount loves what she is doing with Be 
Blount Coaching & Counseling and hopes 
her new endeavor gives them what they 
need to be successful.

“My hope for Be Blount is that it becomes 
a trusted resource for people who want to 
grow, whether they’re leading a business, 
serving in a nonprofit, pastoring a church, 
launching a new venture, discovering their 
calling, a new job or simply trying to figure 
out what’s next,” she said. “One of the things 
I’m most passionate about is helping people 
see that there doesn’t have to be a divide 
between ministry and the marketplace. I 
believe purpose and faith belongs in every 
boardroom, classroom, o!ce, co"ee shop 
and church.”

To learn more about Be Blount Coaching 
& Counseling, visit www.tinablount.com or 
call 813-335-6828.

By Libby Hopkins

AUTHOR TINA BLOUNT OPENS 
COACHING & COUNSELING PRACTICE

A Tampa Bay 
entrepreneur is 
turning her love 
of nature into a 
growing small 
business that’s 
helping residents 
celebrate life’s 
biggest mile-
stones. Petal & 
Sage, a flower-
wall rental com-
pany founded by 
Melissa Maurello, 
o"ers handcrafted 
silk floral back-
drops for weddings, 
parties and special 
events across the 
region.

Maurello ex-
plained that the idea for the business took 
root long before its o!cial 2025 launch.

“Petal & Sage o!cially launched in 2025, 
but the dream had been growing long before 
that,” said Maurello. “I wanted to bring ele-
gant floral displays to weddings and special 
events in a way that is beautiful, accessible 
and more sustainable than traditional event 
decor.”

A middle school teacher with a back-
ground in scientific research, Maurello said 
her career shaped her appreciation for the 
natural world.

“People are often surprised to learn that I 
am a local middle school teacher with mas-
ter’s degree and I am a published scientist,” 
said Maurello. “Science has given me a deep 
appreciation for the beauty and complexity 
of nature. Starting Petal & Sage has allowed 
me to share this passion.”

The company’s flower walls, made from 
premium silk blooms, are designed to look 
realistic in person and in photographs.

“Our flower walls 
are made with pre-
mium-quality silk 
flowers that are 
designed to look 
incredibly realistic 
both in person and 
in photographs,” 
said Maurello. 
“Many guests are 
surprised to learn 
they aren’t fresh 
flowers because of 
the elegance and 

craftsmanship.”
Maurello said the 

best part of her work 
is seeing guests inter-
act with the displays.

“My favorite part, 
aside from watching 

the venue transform, is seeing the event 
guests lining up to take beautiful photos. 
Knowing we’ve helped create memories that 
will live on in family photos for years makes 
every event worthwhile,” she said.

Petal & Sage serves the entire Tampa Bay 
area and Hillsborough County. Rentals typ-
ically last three to five hours, with delivery 
and pickup handled by the company. Most 
walls cost between $250-$350, depending 
on size, location and custom addons.

“We work with each client to create a 
package that fits both their vision and their 
budget,” said Maurello.

While weddings are the most common 
bookings, the company also provides walls 
for baby showers, birthdays, retirements, 
proms and charity events. Clients can 
browse an online gallery or schedule an ap-
pointment to view the walls in person.

More information is available at the web-
site at www.petalandsagewalls.com or by 
calling 813- 365-9525.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

PETAL & SAGE ADDS FLAIR WITH 
FLOWER WALL RENTALS

Tina Blount brings her new business, Be Blount Coaching & 
Counseling, to the Brandon community.

Resort-Style Senior Living
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Who says 
American muscle 
cars must have a 
V-8 engine and 
that too pref-
erably a Hemi? 
Meet Sixpack, 
the powertrain 
replacement for 
the 2026 Dodge 
Charger. After 
driving the 3.0-li-
ter Hurricane twin-turbo 
inline-six HO (High Out-
put) in the Scat Pack Plus 
months ago, we had the 
opportunity to test the 
SO (Standard Output) of 
the same engine but with 
less power in the R/T 4 
Plus version. That didn’t 
seem to matter as far as 
acceleration, handling and 
steering were concerned. 
Push the starter button to 
summon the twin-scroll turbocharger, and 
the rev-happy Charger emits a throaty ex-
haust roar. Zero to 60 mph is achievable in 
just 4.7 seconds — now that says some-
thing about a car that responds with agil-
ity and quickness in all driving situations. 

Unlike the Scat Pack Plus, the R/T 4 
is a four-door practical fastback with 
420 horsepower at 5,200 rpm and 489 
pounds-feet of torque at 3,500 rpm. Keep-
ing that muscle on the road multilink sus-
pension system that provides a stable re-
fined ride even on harsh roads and in bad 
weather. Getting power to the ground in 
the all-wheel-drive car is a sprightly eight-
speed automatic gearbox with paddle 
shifters. The electric power assist, rack-
and-pinion steering — direct, responsive 
and accurate — gives extra confidence be-
hind the wheel. Stopping the four-seater, 
which rides on 20-inch alloy wheels, are 
13.9-inch vented front and 13.8-inch rear 
Brembo disc brakes. Drive modes include 
eco, wet/snow, sport and custom.

It is back! The triangular, three-point-

ed insig-
nia initially 
seen on the 
1962 Polara 
known as the 
Fratzog sits 
in the cen-
ter, all lit up, 
of the full-
width LED 
h e a d l i g h t 
bar. As your 

eyes move on to the 
spherical aluminum 
hood on the wide-bod-
ied muscle car, the Six-
pack bezel will draw 
attention.

The well-lit and airy 
interior is adorned 
with soft-touch ma-
terials, well-trimmed 
surfaces and thought-
fully treated details. 
Sitting atop the dash-

board is a 12.3-inch infotainment touch 
screen with Uconnect user interface, while 
the driver gets the optional but mammoth 
16-inch digital gauge display. Formerly in-
terpreted by Hurst on the 1970 Charger, 
the pistol-grip shifter knob allows a firm 
handle. Fancy 12-way power leather/suede 
performance front high-black bucket 
seats, black spoiler, Line Lock (enables tire 
burnouts with a button push and throttle 
punch), Launch Control (allows drivers to 
dial in preferred launch rpm)? The option-
al $2,995 Performance Handling Group is 
well worth it then. And if you like a hint of 
snazziness, such as dark exterior badging 
and dual rear exhaust with black tips in 
a ride, go for the $1,295 Blacktop pack-
age. Other standard goodies are the flat 
top-bottom power tilt/telescopic steering 
column, dual auto AC, 60/40-fold bench 
seat, head-up display, wireless phone char-
ger, Charger emblem and much more.

Move aside, muscle cars, for the modern 
street machine Charger to rule the road 
once again.

nitishrele@gmail.com

NEW SIXPACK TRANSFORMS DODGE CHARGER R/T

CHARGER R/T PLUS
Tires: 275/40ZR20 all-sea-

son
Wheelbase: 121 inches

Length: 206.6 inches
Height: 58.9 inches
Width: 79.8 inches

Weight: 4,816 pounds
Fuel capacity: 17.5 gallons

City/hwy./comb.: 17/26/20 
mpg  

Base price: $51,995
Price as tested: $65,365

Website: www.dodge.com

By Nitish Rele
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Girl Scout 
Cadette Troop 
33521 is making 
a lasting impact 
on Florida’s envi-
ronment through 
two Silver Award 
conservation proj-
ects, with one 
troop member 
recently earning 
statewide rec-
ognition for her 
e!orts to protect hermit 
crabs and educate others 
about coastal ecosys-
tems.

Troop member Ana-
belle earned second 
place at the Girl Scouts 
of West Central Florida 
STEMapalooza compe-
tition for her interactive 
exhibit, Da!y’s Great Ad-
venture to a Healthy Hab-
itat. The project teaches 
children and families 
about hermit crab con-
servation through hands-on activities cen-
tered around a simple but powerful mes-
sage: “A shell on the beach is a home, not 
a souvenir.”

Many beachgoers collect seashells with-
out realizing hermit crabs depend on aban-
doned snail shells for protection throughout 
their lives. When shells are removed from 
Florida’s beaches, the crabs often are forced 
to use unsafe objects such as bottle caps or 
plastic debris, putting their survival at risk.

Although she admitted public speaking 
was outside her comfort zone, Anabelle fo-
cused on ensuring every visitor left with one 
important lesson about hermit crab conser-
vation. Her approach proved successful, as 

children con-
tinued gather-
ing around her 
display asking 
questions long 
after the com-
petition had of-
ficially ended.

Her passion 
earned her 
second place 
overall, but the 
project is far 

from finished.
Anabelle’s project 

is one of two Silver 
Award initiatives 
underway by Troop 
33521. The sec-
ond, Oyster Oasis, 
teaches children and 
families about the 
importance of oys-
ters, which naturally 
filter water, improve 
water quality and 
create habitat for 
hundreds of marine 

species. To support the project, troop mem-
bers are creating Vertical Oyster Garden ed-
ucational kits complete with activity books, 
puzzles, instructional materials and hands-
on supplies to introduce students to oyster 
restoration and environmental stewardship.

To help complete both projects, Troop 
33521 has launched an Amazon Wish List 
and is inviting the community to donate ed-
ucational materials and supplies by August 
15. Donations will help expand environmen-
tal education programs while inspiring the 
next generation of conservationists.

Visit the troop’s Amazon Wish List 
at https://amazon.com/registries/gl/
guest-view/3w23hzj6i984l.

GIRL SCOUTS INSPIRE CONSERVATION 
THROUGH SILVER AWARD PROJECTS

Sta! Report

W o r l d w i d e 
there are more 
than 135 million 
card iovascu lar 
deaths each year, 
and the prevalence 
of coronary heart 
disease is increas-
ing. According 
to the American 
Heart Association, 
only around 40% 
of people who ex-
perience an out of 
hospital cardiac 
arrest get the immediate help that they 
need before professional help arrives. Im-
mediate CPR, or Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation, doubles and sometimes triples 
chances of survival after cardiac arrest.

True Heroes CPR, a Lithia-based compa-
ny, is dedicated to empowering individuals 
with the knowledge and expertise needed 
to respond e!ectively in critical situations. 
True Heroes specializes in CPR training and 
o!ers Basic Life Support (BLS), Automat-
ed External Defibrillator (AED), First Aid 
and Choking Intervention training. Classes 
can be provided onsite at a workplace, at 
a home or at local venue that True Heroes 
coordinates. 

True Heroes was founded by Jaime 
Heaverin with a mission to prepare others 
to help in emergency situations with their 
families, friends and community members. 
Jamie’s passion stems from a desire to pro-
tect her family. Her family of four includes 
her husband Chris, daughter Kassidy and 
son Aedan. Kassidy was born in 2015, 24 
weeks premature, with extensive medical 
conditions. Jamie and Chris learned every-
thing possible to support Kassidy thrive, 
including BLS measures and understand-
ing how to clear choking hazards. In 2021, 

complications 
from Covid 
required Chris 
to be on oxy-
gen and med-
ically retire 
from his job. 
Jamie recog-
nized that the 
more people 
trained to 
be ready to 
help her fam-
ily, the better. 
But, also, the 

more people trained in life saving measures 
could have a significant impact on the com-
munity. She founded True Heroes CPR in 
2024. Jamie became a Red Cross Faculty 
Instructor in April of this year. She is also 
an American Heart Association Faculty in-
structor. 

True Heroes CPR classes include instruc-
tion and certification at a fraction of the 
price of other companies. Jamie’s passion 
is for individuals to have the knowledge to 
assist in emergency situations.

“I want everyone to know these skills. 
One of my biggest fears is if something 
were to happen to myself - I want the 
people around me to know how to feel as 
skilled and confident as I am,” Jamie said.

Jamie’s desire to protect her family is 
saving lives in our community. With a smile, 
she will tell you about life saving moments 
from people who were certified through 
True Heroes CPR.

Kassidy and Chris are doing well. Chris is 
a True Heroes instructor. Kassidy and Ae-
dan are often at classes.

For more information about True Heroes 
CPR, visit www.true-heroescpr.com, email 
trueheroescpr@gmail.com or call (813) 
702-2890.

By Jane Owen

LITHIA’S TRUE HEROES CPR EQUIPS 
COMMUNITY TO SAVE LIVES

Proudly serving the local 
community for over 

15 years.

• Collision Repair

• Insurance Claims Accepted

LITHIA’S BEST BODY 
SHOP FOR HALF THE 

PRICE!

TESSERA OF BRANDON IS NOW

A NEW NAME. The Same Heart.

The caring team and compassionate sta! 
residents and families know and trust remain 
the same, now supported by experienced 
local ownership dedicated to building a 
meaningful community and Creating the Best 
Day Possible for every resident—every day. 

Ambiance at Brandon proudly o!ers Assisted 
Living and Memory Care enhanced by  
state-of-the-art technology, innovative safety 
features, and personalized support designed 
to provide comfort, connection, and peace of 
mind for residents and families alike. 

Call Jill or Bill at 813-607-6880 today to 
schedule your personal tour and experience 

the di!erence at Ambiance at Brandon.

Proudly recognized as a Tampa Bay Times Best of the Best 
winner for 6 consecutive years—including the most recent!

1320 Oakfield Drive  //  Brandon, FL 33511 
813-607-6880  //  Sales@ambiancebrandon.com 

AmbianceBrandon.com 
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

Creating the Best Day Possible™

PROUDLY PART OF THE PROVIDENCE SENIOR LIVING FAMILY.
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Most people head to Walmart with a 
shopping list. Swisher3x walks in with a 
mission.

The Tampa-based content creator, 
musician, and dancer has become a viral 
sensation by transforming ordinary shop-
ping trips into unforgettable moments of 
joy. Known for his energetic dance videos 
filmed in Walmart stores across the Tam-
pa Bay area, Swisher3x invites shoppers 
and employees alike to join him in sponta-
neous dance routines that celebrate posi-
tivity, connection, and community.

Born Paa-Gyesi Ansah, Swisher3x 
comes from a proud Ghanaian family and 
credits his heritage with shaping his love 
for music and dance, as well as his pas-
sion for bringing people together. While 
his family is from Ghana, he has made 
Tampa Bay his home, where he continues 
to grow both his music career and his on-
line following.

His signature “Vibe Movement” began 
in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At a time when isolation and uncertainty 
had become part of everyday life, Ansah 
started dancing in New York City’s Times 
Square with one goal in mind—reminding 
people that joy is contagious.

“My inspiration for music and dance 
is wanting to see the world in complete 
unity because division is taking over,” 
he said. That vision has remained at the 
heart of everything he creates.

Millions have now viewed his “Walmart 
Vibes” videos, which capture authentic 
reactions from strangers who often trans-
form from surprised observers into enthu-
siastic dance partners. The videos o!er a 
refreshing reminder that happiness can 
be found in the most unexpected places.

“What’s special about dancing in the 
Walmarts is just the aspect of being able 
to see people from all walks of life meet 
up at one place to enjoy unity, enjoy pos-
itivity, enjoy love, and feel like they’re to-
gether,” Ansah said. “Walmart was the 
perfect place to bring a lot of loving ener-

By Libby Hopkins

LOCAL SWISHER3X’S WALMART DANCE VIDEOS TURN LOCAL 
MOMENTS INTO A 1.4 MILLION-FOLLOWER MOVEMENT

gy to. I hope to accomplish world peace.”
Whether he’s dancing down store aisles, 

greeting customers in parking lots, or cre-
ating content at local events, Swisher3x 
encourages people to put away their wor-
ries, even if only for a few moments, and 
simply enjoy life.

His influence extends well beyond social 
media. As an independent artist, Ansah 
blends Afrocentric sounds, Caribbean pop, 
R&B, soul, hip-hop, and rap into his music. 
He has released more than a dozen songs, 
including “Control Yourself” and “Lush 
and Lavish,” and recently introduced his 
latest album, Swisher Note. He has also 
shared plans to continue developing his 
musical talents through education at Full 
Sail University in Orlando.

His growing career includes performing 
as a dancer during the Super Bowl LV half-
time show, making appearances on FOX 
13 Tampa Bay, and performing at commu-
nity events and college campuses, includ-

ing Jacksonville State University. Outside 
of music and content creation, Ansah is 
also a barber and producer, wearing many 
creative hats while remaining focused on 
his larger purpose.

He emphasizes that his platform isn’t 
just about creating viral videos—it’s 
about changing lives through kindness, 
confidence, and human connection. In a 
world that often feels divided, Swisher3x 
hopes every dance, every smile, and every 
shared moment can inspire people to see 
one another with a little more compas-
sion.

Swisher3x has amassed an online audi-
ence of nearly 2 million followers and sub-
scribers across his social media platforms, 
including more than 1.4 million followers 
on TikTok alone and nearly 460,000 sub-
scribers on YouTube. To learn more about 
his work, follow his latest videos, and lis-
ten to his music, visit his Facebook page at 
facebook.com/o!thaboat.

IMAGELIFT Facial Beauty Seminar
Wed., Jun 11 @ 2PM • King’s Point - Sun City Ctr.

1900 Clubhouse Dr. Sun City Center, 33573

BYE-BYE
TURKEY NECK!

YOU’RE INVITED!

Gentle Numbing & Oral Sedation

Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons

Luxury, In-Office Treatment

No General Anesthesia or Hospitalization
Safer, Less Downtime!

Local Anesthesia FaceLifts

REQUEST YOUR FREE CONSULT

813.305.7715
IMAGELIFT.COM  TAMPA &  THE VILLAGES, FL

*results typical and do vary

Enjoy Complimentary...♦ Spin the Wheel to Win a Prize♦ Beauty Plan & Access Exclusive Specials♦ Lunch After the Presentation Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other
service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to ad for the free, discounted fee,
or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

Wed., Jan 14 @ 2PM | King’s Point
2020 Clubhouse – North & South Forum

2020 Clubhouse Dr, 2nd Floor, Sun City Center 33573

IMAGELIFT GRAND HYATT HOTEL SEMINAR
Wednesday, August 19th @ 2pm

2900 Bayport Drive, Tampa
Lunch Will Be Served
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2020 Clubhouse Dr, 2nd Floor, Sun City Center 33573
352-227-1501
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The goal of recognizing the 
contributions of women veterans 
at Hillsborough County’s Veter-
ans Memorial Park and Museum 
with a monument is within sight 
as a design has been selected 
and fundraising e!orts continue.

In what has been a grass-
roots campaign of more than 
five years, the monument has 
gone from an idea to set the re-
cord straight about an aspect of 
America’s military history that 
has often been ignored or diminished to an 
allotted space in the park and an approved 
design to create from. It is slated to be in-
cluded in the park’s planned renovations.

The selected design depicts a woman in 
a generic military uniform standing upon a 
black granite tri-base, flanked by a woman 
pilot and infantry soldier, with a figure of a 
young girl in the foreground.

For the organizers and the veterans they 
represent, it is more than a statue as it pro-
vides recognition for the women who served 
their country. They are joined in their e!ort 
by AMVETS Post 44 in Plant City, a kindred 
band of veterans who understand the cost 
of service. Post 44 hosts special fundraising 
events on behalf of the monument, such as a 

community yard sale 
on Saturday, August 
8, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Irene Rapoza, who 
is chair of the monu-
ment initiative said 
there has been a lot 
of progress with 
deciding on a de-
sign and procuring a 
place in the park, but 
there is still plenty of 
work to do and, with 
a projected cost of 

$100,000, 
funds to 
raise.

“ W e ’ v e 
come a long 
way from 
our original 
design of 
our monu-
ment,” she 
wrote in an 
email. “We 
are still in 

our fundraising mode, but with AMVETS 
Post 44 partnership, we are about one-third 
of the way to our goal with many fundrais-
ers on the horizon.”

Rapoza also credited other local veterans 
groups and businesses for their assistance 
as well as County Commissioner Donna 
Cameron Cepeda, an Army veteran, for her 
political support. She encourages others 
to join their ranks as donors or communi-
ty supporters as the project makes its way 
through bureaucratic and construction de-
velopments.

You can keep up with the group’s fund-
raising and networking e!orts via its Face-
book page, Women Veterans Monument 
- Hillsborough County.

By Brad Stager

CAMPAIGN TAKES SHAPE FOR COUNTY 
WOMEN VETERANS MONUMENT

The Bran-
don Riverview 
Chamber of 
Commerce is 
proud to an-
nounce the 
completion of 
the Leadership 
Brandon River-
view Class of 
2026 Legacy 
Project bene-
fiting A Kid’s 
Place, a local nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to providing a safe, stable and nurturing 
home for children in foster care.

Each year, participants in the Leadership 
Brandon Riverview program select a com-
munity Legacy Project designed to make a 
lasting impact on a local nonprofit organiza-
tion. As part of the program, class members 
spend time visiting and learning about sev-
eral nonprofits throughout the community, 
hearing directly from organization leaders 
about the populations they serve, the chal-
lenges they face and the needs they hope to 
address.

After hearing the heartfelt mission and 
needs presented by A Kid’s Place, the Lead-
ership Class selected the organization as the 
recipient of this year’s project. A Kid’s Place 
provides a unique, homelike foster care en-
vironment where sibling groups can remain 
together while receiving the care, support 
and stability they need during di"cult times 
in their lives.

One of the needs identified by the or-
ganization was the replacement of aging 
benches in the children’s outdoor play area. 
The Leadership Brandon Riverview Class of 
2026 immediately embraced the opportu-
nity to help create a more welcoming and 
functional outdoor space for the children 
and families served by A Kid’s Place.

To fund the 
project, the 
Leadership Class 
partnered with 
the Brandon Riv-
erview Chamber 
of Commerce to 
host the Leader-
ship Brandon Riv-
erview Cornhole 
Tournament. The 
tournament was 
a tremendous 

success thanks to the incredible support of 
sponsors, vendors, volunteers, participants 
and donors throughout the community. 
Event sponsors included Tampa Electric, 
Raulerson Castillo & Company – CPAs and 
Consultants, Sellers and Associates, Tam-
pa Bay Harley-Davidson, SouthState Bank, 
Hungry Howie’s, Suncoast Credit Union and 
RSA Consulting.

Additional excitement was provided by 
event vendors including LeAnne’s Old Fash-
ioned Cookies, Funnel & Funk, Champion 
Wellness Centers, Photo Booth Rental and 
More and Socially Funded. 

“The Legacy Project is one of the most 
meaningful parts of the Leadership Brandon 
Riverview program because it allows partic-
ipants to make a direct and lasting impact 
in our community,” said Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce President Amber 
Aaron. “The Class of 2026 demonstrated 
tremendous heart, teamwork and dedica-
tion throughout this entire process, and we 
are incredibly proud of what they accom-
plished for A Kid’s Place.”

To learn more about A Kid’s Place, visit 
https://akidsplacetb.org/.

For more information about Leadership 
Brandon Riverview and the Brandon Riv-
erview Chamber of Commerce, visit www.
centralhillsboroughchamber.com.

Sta! Report

LEADERSHIP BRANDON COMPLETES 
PROJECT BENEFITING A KID’S PLACE

VETERAN OWNED

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

FINANCING OPTIONS 

LICENSED AND INSURED

CALL NOW 
( 8 1 3 ) 6 5 3 - 4 2 2 1

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

ENJOY A SWEET
TREAT AT

A new Women Veterans Monument is slated to be included in the planned 
renovations of Hillsborough County’s Veterans Memorial Park.
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The Brandon Pa-
rade of Lights is set 
to return on Saturday, 
December 12, inviting 
families, businesses, 
schools, nonprofits, 
churches and commu-
nity organizations to 
come together for an 
evening of holiday tra-
dition with a purpose. 
Stepping o! at 5:30 
p.m., the illuminated 
parade will travel ap-
proximately 1.3 miles, 
beginning at Lakewood Drive and Oakfield 
Drive and continuing along Oakfield Drive 
before concluding at Vonderburg Drive. The 
parade typically lasts about two hours and 
attracts thousands of spectators from all 
over the Tampa Bay area.

This year also marks a special milestone 
as Reed & Reed, a Brandon-based law firm, 
returns as the title sponsor for the third 
consecutive year, continuing its commit-
ment to helping make the Brandon Parade 
of Lights one of the area’s premier holiday 
events.

While the parade is known for its fes-
tive floats, marching bands, performers 
and holiday spirit, it is also recognized for 
something that sets it apart from many 
other holiday parades throughout the year, 
its commitment to giving back. Each year, 
the Brandon Parade of Lights asks its lo-
cal chambers, the Brandon Riverview and 
Valrico FishHawk chambers of commerce, 
to each select one nonprofit who will then 
benefit from parade proceeds. The 2026 
Community Impact Partners are MacDon-
ald Training Center (https://macdonaldcen-
ter.org/) and Easterseals Florida (https://
florida.easterseals.com/), two organiza-
tions dedicated to improving lives through 

education, em-
ployment, inde-
pendence and 
supportive ser-
vices.

“From the very 
beginning, our 
vision has been 
to create more 
than a holiday 
parade,” said 
the Brandon Pa-
rade of Lights 
Committee. “We 
wanted to build 

a community tradition that celebrates the 
season while also shining a light on organi-
zations making a meaningful di!erence in 
people’s lives. Every sponsor, participant, 
volunteer and spectator becomes part of 
that mission. We are excited to be able to 
support our local nonprofits as much as 
possible.”

The committee is currently seeking ad-
ditional parade participants to help make 
this year’s event the biggest yet. Business-
es, schools, civic organizations, nonprofits, 
churches, youth groups, clubs, performance 
teams and marching bands are encouraged 
to participate in this year’s parade. 

Sponsorship opportunities are also avail-
able for businesses looking to increase their 
community visibility while supporting an 
event that benefits local nonprofits. The 
deadline for both parade registrations and 
sponsorships is Saturday, October 31. With 
a limited number of parade entries avail-
able, early registration is encouraged.

For parade registration, sponsorship 
opportunities, merchandise, and event 
information, visit https://brandonpa-
radeoflights.com/ and be sure to follow 
the Brandon Parade of Lights on Face-
book and Instagram.

Sta! Report

PARADE OF LIGHTS PARTICIPANTS WILL
BENEFIT TWO LOCAL NONPROFITS

We are
looking for
sponsors

Parade
starts @

Lakewood &
Oakfield

This summer, 
the music learning 
institution School 
of Rock is set to 
open a brand-new 
location in Valrico. 
Located at 3244 
Lithia Pinecrest 
Rd., the grand 
opening will take 
place on Thurs-
day, August 6, 
starting at 1 p.m. 
The event will 
include a ribbon 
cutting, a tour 
of the school, 
food and drinks 
and live band 
performances 
by real School 
of Rock stu-
dents. The event is free and open to anyone 
interested. The school plans to o!er special 
deals to those who sign up at the grand 
opening. 

For years, School of Rock has brought 
next-level music education to kids and 
adults around the world. With locations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas, the 
company has made a name for itself global-
ly as the “most revolutionary music educa-
tion school in the world.”

The program focuses on creating a sup-
portive environment that inspires creativity 
and learning while keeping students com-
fortable and engaged. Designed for all ages 
and skill levels, School of Rock combines 
one-on-one teaching with group rehears-
al to build a community among its young 
musicians. Students from ages 5 to adult 
receive weekly individual lessons on either 
drums, bass, keyboard, guitar or vocals. 
This is then paired with group lessons and, 

eventually, live 
performances 
at real venues.

Angela Ward, 
co-owner of the 
new Valrico 
location, said, 
“Our school 
focuses on col-
laboration and 
collaboration. 
We believe the 
stage is the ul-
timate teacher 
and we aim 
to build confi-
dence on and 
o! the stage.”

Angela, a 
former el-
e m e n t a r y 
school teach-

er, and her husband, Dave Ward, an expe-
rienced salesman, own the new School of 
Rock as a team. Their journey to opening 
this location started after the couple en-
rolled their son into a Rock 101 program 
at the School of Rock Germantown. The 
family had an amazing experience with the 
program, with their son growing into a con-
fident musician right before their eyes.

“When we saw the di!erence School of 
Rock made in our son’s life, we knew we 
wanted to bring a school like it closer to 
home for kids just like him,” said Angela.

The couple’s goal is to give families in the 
area the same experience with School of 
Rock that they had and help more musically 
inclined kids grow their passion.

For those interested in browsing class-
es or programs at the new location, check 
out www.schoolofrock.com for more in-
formation or attend the grand opening 
on August 6. 

By Abigail Dumas

SCHOOL OF ROCK OPENS NEW 
LOCATION IN VALRICO
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www.himesbreakfasthouse.com

Tampa | Brandon | Winthrop

Natalie Kozlo-
wski’s journey 
to opening The 
Root Studio 7 in 
FishHawk’s Park 
Square has been 
anything but or-
dinary.

The new yoga 
and Pilates studio 
is the culmina-
tion of decades 
of personal tri-
umphs and chal-
lenges that took 
Kozlowski from the bright lights of Broad-
way and Disney stages to a life-threatening 
battle with breast cancer and a renewed 
purpose centered on healing and commu-
nity.

The Root Studio 7 o!ers yoga, Pilates 
and wellness classes designed to help peo-
ple reconnect with themselves through 
movement and mindfulness.

“Dance was my first love,” said Kozlo-
wski, who began training as a child before 
performing professionally in Broadway 
productions and at Disney. “But eventual-
ly I realized I wanted to create something 
that would help people in a di!erent way.”

After leaving professional dance, Kozlo-
wski built successful careers in cosmetolo-
gy, makeup artistry and hospitality before 
life took an unexpected turn.

In her late 20s, she learned she carried 
both the BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene muta-
tions and was soon diagnosed with stage 
one breast cancer. She underwent a double 
mastectomy in hopes of avoiding chemo-
therapy, but complications followed when 
she contracted MRSA, resulting in weeks of 
IV antibiotics and multiple reconstructive 
surgeries over the next two years.

The experience became a turning point.

“It started 
my healing jour-
ney physically, 
emotionally and 
spiritually,” she 
said. “I found 
movement again, 
I found breath 
again and I real-
ized I wanted to 
help others heal 
too.”

D o c t o r s 
warned Kozlo-
wski that she 

might never have children, but after unsuc-
cessful fertility treatments, she conceived 
naturally. Her son, Michael, whom she calls 
her miracle child, inspired both the studio’s 
mission and its name. The number seven 
has appeared repeatedly throughout her 
life, including Michael’s December 7 birth-
day, his 7-pound birth weight and the seven 
rooms in her first business venture.

After Michael enrolled at FishHawk 
Creek Elementary School, Kozlowski said 
she knew FishHawk would become home. 
She found a location in Park Square, where 
she had previously worked years earlier, 
and after a yearlong permitting process 
opened The Root Studio 7 in August 2025.

Today, the studio serves as both a fitness 
space and a wellness sanctuary, o!ering 
classes focused on movement, restoration 
and community connection.

“I want people to know that even the 
hardest chapters of life can become the 
foundation for something beautiful,” she 
said. “That’s what The Root Studio 7 is all 
about.”

The Root Studio 7 is located at 16144 
Churchview Dr., Ste. 109, in Lithia. For more 
information, visit https://therootstudio7.
com/ or call 813-407-6298.

Sta! Report

THE ROOT STUDIO 7 BRINGS YOGA, 
PILATES AND MORE TO PARK SQUARE

As thousands of 
new residents con-
tinue to relocate to 
the Tampa Bay re-
gion each year, de-
mand for profession-
al moving services is 
growing alongside 
the area’s population. 
With nearly 124,000 
additional residents 
projected to move to 
the region by 2026, 
according to the 
Tampa Bay Economic 
Development Council, 2 College Brothers 
Moving and Storage is investing in a new 
training facility and expanded o"ce space 
at its Clearwater headquarters to help 
meet the area’s growing workforce and 
moving needs.

Slated for completion in late July, with 
a grand opening in the fall, the new facility 
will feature a fully furnished, one-bedroom 
model home inside the company’s o"ce. 
Rather than learning solely in customers’ 
homes, new movers will be able to prac-
tice real-world moving techniques in a 
controlled environment before handling a 
family’s belongings.

“Our philosophy is simple,” said 2 Col-
lege Brothers Moving and Storage CEO 
Wade Swikle. “The first time a new em-
ployee experiences a home move should 
never be the first time they handle some-
one’s heirloom furniture or baby grand pi-
ano. Customers deserve a team that has 
already developed those skills before they 
arrive.”

Swikle went on to say the concept ad-
dresses one of the moving industry’s big-
gest areas of growth, which is that right 
now new employees at moving compa-
nies nationwide gain their first hands-on 

experience while 
moving customers’ 
most valuable pos-
sessions. However, 
now, inside the new 
interactive training 
apartment, employ-
ees will learn how 
to properly protect 
furniture, navigate 
tight spaces, safe-
guard floors and 
walls and work to-
gether as a profes-
sional moving team 

before entering a customer’s home. The 
realistic setting allows trainers to coach 
employees through common moving sce-
narios without the pressure or risk of 
working inside a customer’s residence.

In addition to the hands-on training fa-
cility, Swikle co-founded Titan Up Train-
ing, an online education platform that 
includes ‘2 College Brothers University.’ 
It’s designed to help moving companies 
develop more skilled, consistent teams 
while enhancing their branding and proce-
dures. In addition, it teaches other com-
panies nationwide professional moving 
techniques to avoid injuries or damaging 
customer items, as well as courses on em-
ployee conduct, professionalism, moving 
terms, safety and procedures. Structured 
training helps ensure movers arrive with 
experience, confidence and a consistent 
approach to customer service.

“We’re growing because Tampa Bay 
is growing,” said Swikle. “As more fam-
ilies choose to make this area home, it’s 
our responsibility to make sure we have 
well-trained professionals ready to serve 
them.”

To learn more about the program, go to 
https://2collegebrothers.com/.

By Jenna Soules

TAMPA-FOUNDED MOVING COMPANY 
KEEPS TRAINING LOCAL 

2 College Brothers Moving and Storage CEO 
Wade Swilkle.
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The Florida Fire 
Chiefs’ Association 
named Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue 
(HCFR) Chief Jason 
Dougherty as Fire 
Chief of the Year 
during its annu-
al conference this 
week in Punta Gorda.

The Florida Fire 
Chiefs’ Association 
honor stated: “This 
distinction was estab-
lished to recognize a 
truly outstanding fire 
chief whose acts and 
deeds in their profes-
sion, home, communi-
ty and country, serve 
as an example and 
challenge for all other 
chief fire executives 
throughout Florida.” 

In December 2023, 
Dougherty was named the 
seventh Fire Chief in Hills-
borough County’s history. 
Hillsborough County Fire 
Rescue is one of the larg-
est fire departments in the 
state. 

This prestigious honor 
recognizes Dougherty’s ex-
ceptional leadership, un-
wavering commitment to 
public service and dedica-
tion to advancing the fire service across 
Florida. Since taking the helm of HCFR, 
Dougherty has championed innovation, 
strengthened the organization, invested in 
firefighters and paramedics and remained 
focused on providing the highest level of 

service to the 
residents and 
visitors of Hills-
borough Coun-
ty. 

D o u g h e r t y 
began his ca-
reer in 1999 
in Thomas-
ville, Geor-
gia, and lat-
er served as 
training chief 
with Tam-
pa Fire Res-
cue. He joined 
HCFR in 2016. 
Before becom-
ing fire chief, 
he served as 
deputy chief of 
operations and 
deputy chief of 
administration 

for HCFR.  
Dougherty holds a 

bachelor’s degree in 
health science education 
from the University of 
Florida, a master’s de-
gree in organizational 
leadership from Waldorf 
University and is a grad-
uate of the Fire Service 
Executive Development 
Institute. Dougherty 
holds the following cer-

tifications: Chief Fire O!cer, Executive 
Fire O!cer, Fire Safety Inspector, Fire 
Investigator, Fire Service Instructor III, 
Live Fire Training Instructor, Pump Oper-
ator, Fire O!cer I and II and Hazardous 
Materials Technician.

Sta! Report

FIRE RESCUE CHIEF DOUGHERTY 
NAMED FIRE CHIEF OF THE YEAR

Bentley, St. 
Joseph’s Hospi-
tal-South’s pet 
therapy cat since 
spring 2025, 
was honored by 
the Florida Bar 
Assoc iat i on’s 
Animal Law Sec-
tion during an 
event in Orlando. 
Bentley received 
the 2026 Rikki 
Mitchell Me-
morial Animal 
A c h i e v e m e n t 
Award.

Since 2017, the 
section has cho-
sen one animal 
annually to receive the award for providing 
exemplary service. Bentley is a hospital vol-
unteer and provides pet therapy to patients, 
patients’ loved ones, visitors, medical sta" 
and team members at St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal-South in Riverview and the BayCare Out-
patient Center near the hospital’s campus.

The bar association’s Animal Law Section 
has been in existence for 10 years and works 
to improve laws relating to animals. Accord-
ing to the Animal Law Section’s website 
(https://flabaranimals.org/), the organiza-
tion promotes the study and understanding 
of laws, regulations and court decisions in-
volving animals. The organization educates, 
advocates and organizes around animal is-
sues and introduces animal-focused bills in 
Florida legislative sessions. Some of the bills 
introduced by the group in the 2026 legisla-
tive session focused on animal cruelty, vet-
erinary medicine, handling of animals and 
testing of cosmetics on animals.

Bentley’s award is named for a therapy 
dog named Rikki that in 2011 helped pass 

the nation’s 
first law al-
lowing therapy 
dogs to accom-
pany child vic-
tims of sexual 
violence into 
criminal court-
rooms to help 
them testify.

Bentley, a 
male Chinchil-
la Persian that 
just recently 
celebrated his 
14th birthday, 
was featured 
in the Animal 
Law Section’s 
newsletter. 

“We were so thrilled, pleased and honored 
that Bentley was selected to win the Flori-
da Bar Association award,” said Riverview’s 
Kathy Hofstad, Bentley’s owner and handler. 
“It’s a great testament to the importance of 
pet therapy and the value it adds to so many 
people.”

Kim Wallace, St. Joseph’s Hospital-South’s 
volunteer manager, said the Animal Law 
Section learned about Bentley from reading 
social media posts and online articles origi-
nating from St. Joseph’s Hospital-South.

“The committee is out of Tallahassee and 
nominated Bentley after reading our St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital-South pages. It was really 
cool that Bentley was chosen,” she said. “I 
was very taken aback with the event we at-
tended. It was a lot bigger than I thought 
it would be. We felt honored to be there. It 
was nice for Bentley and our hospital.”

Read the Osprey Observer 2025 arti-
cle about Bentley: www.ospreyobserver.
com/2025/10/move-over-dogs-bentley-
the-cat-joins-hospital-therapy-team/.

Sta! Report

ST. JOSEPH’S THERAPY CAT HONORED 
BY FLORIDA BAR ASSOCIATION

From left to right, at the Animal Law Section’s event: Devon 
Polo, St. Joseph’s Hospitals volunteer resources director; Kathy 

Hofstad, Bentley’s owner and handler, holding Bentley; and 
Kim Wallace, St. Joseph’s Hospital-South’s volunteer manager.

Honored for Leadership: Hillsborough County Fire 
Rescue Chief Jason Dougherty accepts the Fire Chief 
of the Year award at the Florida Fire Chiefs’ Associa-
tion annual conference in Punta Gorda. Dougherty 

was recognized for his outstanding leadership, 
dedication to public service, and contributions to 

advancing the !re service across Florida.

Book Now!
915 S. Parsons Ave, Ste B
Brandon, FL 33511

.e��venate Ż .e�a�
RESTORE BODY. REFRESH YOUR MIND

RENEW YOUR SPIRIT

Ŏ13Ŕ5ŉ3Ŕŋŋ3ŋ
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More than 400 energetic seniors ages 
50 and up came together for Hillsborough 
County Aging Services’ annual Brain and 
Body Challenge, transforming the event 
into a playful showdown between super-
heroes and supervillains. The day was 
packed with high-energy activities, plenty 
of laughter and a strong sense of commu-
nity pride.

This year’s Challenge highlighted how 
older adults across the county continue 
embracing active, connected lifestyles. 
Aging Services emphasized that pairing 
physical movement with mental engage-
ment supports overall wellness, sharpens 
cognitive skills and helps maintain daily 
vitality. The upbeat environment under-
scored how accessible, social activities 
can motivate seniors to stay active and 
involved.

“This was my first time attending, and I 
really enjoyed it. It was wonderful meet-
ing new people and seeing the care and 
attention given to seniors,” said Ruskin 
Senior Center resident Roman Delosseen-
tos. “You can tell they truly look after their 

community. My favorite 
part of the day was 
playing basketball.”

Participants arrived 
dressed as their favor-
ite heroes and villains, 
setting the stage for 
friendly competition 
throughout the day. Se-
niors took on a World 
Cup-style penalty 
kick challenge and an 
NBA-inspired basket-
ball free throw contest, 
showed o! their best 
moves during a lively 
dance-o! and tackled 
quiz-style mental games 
designed to boost mem-

ory, focus and problem-solving.
Top honors for team competitions 

went to: Progress Village Black Panthers, 
champions, Town ‘N Country Crimson 
Avengers, second place, Plant City Spicy 
Strawberries, third place and The Dance 
Challenge champions were the Ruskin 
Monsters of Mayhem.

Individual winners also shined in soc-
cer and basketball challenges, as well as 
in two timed brain competitions — color 
stacking and puzzle completion — with 
standout participants representing Prog-
ress Village, Oaks at Riverview, Ruskin, 
Brandon, Plant City and JL Young.

The success of this year’s event was 
made possible thanks to the support of 15 
dedicated sponsors.

By bringing together participants from 
multiple senior centers, the Brain and 
Body Challenge strengthened friend-
ships, encouraged new connections and 
celebrated how community-driven well-
ness continues to empower older adults 
throughout Hillsborough County.

By Srishti Tripathi

COUNTY SENIORS BRING SPIRIT TO 
BRAIN AND BODY CHALLENGE

Established in 
1961, the Rotary 
Club of Brandon is 
part of a worldwide 
organization of busi-
ness and communi-
ty leaders who are 
dedicated to service, 
fellowship and mak-
ing a positive di!er-
ence close to home. 
For more than six 
decades, the club has brought together lo-
cal professionals with a shared commitment 
to supporting Brandon and the surrounding 
area through charitable projects, communi-
ty partnerships and programs that invest in 
the next generation.

The Rotary Club of Brandon was proud to 
award $25,000 in scholarships to 11 high 
school students from the Brandon commu-
nity on June 2, including recipients of the 
Jacob E. Campoamor Memorial Scholarship 
and Sharon Sellers Memorial Scholarship.

“The Rotary Club of Brandon has present-
ed scholarships to deserving high school se-
niors for as long as I can remember through 
the funds our club raises each year during 
our annual golf tournament and Wild Game 
Dinner,” said Liz Brewer, club member and 
recent club president. “The students who 
were awarded the scholarships were from 
Bloomingdale, Durant, Armwood, Newsome, 
Strawberry Crest, Riverview and Christo 
Rey Tampa high schools.”

The Brandon Rotary Charity Club Fund 
Board is made up of active Rotarians and 
the club’s president-elect. Each year, the 
board carefully reviews the scholarship 
applications submitted by local students 
and determines award amounts, which can 
range from $1,000-$2,500 for individual 
recipients. The decisions are based on merit 
and take into consideration each student’s 

grade-point average, involvement in commu-
nity service, leadership, school activities and 
overall commitment to excellence in their 
studies. Through this process, the club looks 
beyond academics alone and recognizes stu-
dents who have demonstrated character, 
perseverance and a desire to make a positive 
impact in their schools and communities.

The universities that the scholarship re-
cipients will be attending in the fall include 
the University of South Florida, the Univer-
sity of Florida, Princeton University, Auburn 
University, Alabama State University and 
Florida State University. These schools rep-
resent a wide range of academic opportuni-
ties, from major public universities in Florida 
to respected institutions outside the state, 
giving the students the chance to pursue 
their chosen fields of study while continuing 
to grow as leaders.

For the Rotary Club of Brandon, helping 
students take this next step is an investment 
not only in their education but also in the fu-
ture of the community they represent.

“Our hope for these students is that these 
scholarships will help them as they begin 
their college journey to o!set initial expens-
es they will incur and start them o! on the 
right foot,” Brewer said. 

To learn more about the Rotary Club 
of Brandon, you can visit its website at 
https://brandonrotary.org/index.php.

By Libby Hopkins

ROTARY CLUB OF BRANDON GIVES 
$25,000 IN SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS 

We are
looking for
sponsors

Parade
starts @

Lakewood &
Oakfield

16765 FishHawk Blvd. Lithia (Located in the Aldi Plaza) 
Fishhawk • Valrico • (813) 793-7791 

www.motionchirotherapy.com

Members of the Ruskin Senior Center “Monsters of Mayhem” team cel-
ebrate their !rst-place victory in the Dance Challenge during Hillsbor-

ough County Aging Services’ annual Brain and Body Challenge.
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East Hill-
sborough’s 
2026 Hon-
orary Mayor 
c a m p a i g n 
demonstrat-
ed the ex-
traordinary 
impact that 
can result 
when com-
munity lead-
ership, local 
businesses, 
volunteers, 
and chari-
table organizations unite around a shared 
purpose. This year’s race raised a record-set-
ting $169,643.99, the largest collective total 
in the campaign’s history, while recognizing 
two candidates whose e!orts benefited five 
important local charities.

Steve Glaros was named the 2026 Honor-
ary Mayor of East Hillsborough after raising 
$121,746.56, the highest amount ever raised 
by a single candidate. An attorney who has 
served Tampa Bay families for more than 
20 years, Glaros built his campaign around 
advocacy, family values, and strengthening 
organizations that support children, families, 
and animals. His campaign benefited High 5 
Inc., which provides after-school programs, 
mentorship, and safe opportunities for 
young people; the Impact Program, which 
equips youth through education, prevention, 
and character development; and Raining 
Cats and Dogs Shelter and Sanctuary, which 
provides compassionate care for animals 
while encouraging responsibility and com-
munity involvement.

Chris Ciulla earned the newly established ti-
tle of Deputy Mayor after raising $47,897.43. 
A former corporate executive and the own-
er of VooDoo Brewing in Valrico, Ciulla has 

b e c o m e 
an active 
supporter 
of small 
businesses, 
nonprofit 
organiza-
tions, and 
community 
initiatives 
throughout 
East Hill-
sborough. 
His cam-
paign sup-
ported For-

gotten Angels and ECHO. Forgotten Angels 
assists young adults aging out of foster care 
by providing housing, life skills, employment 
preparation, education support, credit-build-
ing opportunities, and consistent guidance. 
ECHO, the Emergency Care Help Organi-
zation, supports families facing hardship 
through food, clothing, household essentials, 
workforce development, financial counsel-
ing, and programs designed to move neigh-
bors from crisis toward long-term stability.

Both candidates brought distinctive expe-
rience, energy, and commitment. The cam-
paign also marked the conclusion of Mike 
Brand’s term as Honorary Mayor, welcoming 
him into the Honorary Mayor alumni com-
munity. More importantly, the race reflect-
ed the generosity of sponsors, volunteers, 
donors, and residents who supported both 
campaigns. The accomplishments of Glaros 
and Ciulla prove that friendly competition 
can create lasting benefits for organizations 
serving the community’s most vulnerable 
residents.

If you would like to participate in next 
year’s Honorary Mayor campaign and sup-
port local charities, please contact the Valri-
co FishHawk Chamber of Commerce.

Sta! Report

HONORARY MAYOR CAMPAIGN RAISES 
RECORD $169,643 FOR CHARITIES

TRUST LOCAL
 ƍĭńƇ  ƪ OƍŸ GÝŋĭńƪɚ qÝāĈ GŕŸ ÐŕƍŸžɚ
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRAsSGORq ÐOUR �OOLɗ
We Specialize In New Pool Construction,
Remodeling, Resurfacing & Refinishing
Existing Pools!

CÝńń ÐŕƍŸ LŕûÝń �ŕŕń 1ƩŴĈŸƇžɗ
�Ÿŕƍāńƪ SĈŸƣĭōġ Ańń Oğ
QĭńńžùŕŸŕƍġĩ CŕƍōƇƪɗ

813-689-5197A P O L L O P O O L S . N E T

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!
BUILD NOW
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

Rock Orchestra by Candlelight is far 
more than a traditional concert — it’s a 
theatrical, immersive production that 
transforms some of the greatest rock an-
thems of all time into a breathtaking or-
chestral experience. Audiences can expect 
powerful interpretations of music made 
famous by legendary artists, such as Led 
Zeppelin, Metallica, AC/DC, Guns N’ Roses, 
The Rolling Stones, Linkin Park, Evanes-
cence, Nirvana, Aerosmith, The Cranber-
ries and many more. From soaring power 
ballads and classic rock favorites to hard 
rock and symphonic metal, the program 
spans decades of iconic music, giving each 
song a fresh, cinematic sound while pre-
serving the energy and emotion that made 
it unforgettable.

Adding to the experience is the show’s 
striking visual production. Performed 
beneath the warm glow of hundreds of 
candles, the musicians appear in dramat-
ic gothic-inspired costumes that comple-
ment the atmosphere and theatrical style 

of the performance. Carefully choreo-
graphed lighting, dynamic visual e!ects 
and the interplay between darkness and 
candlelight create an intimate yet epic 
setting, enhancing every musical moment. 
The result is a captivating fusion of rock, 
classical music and theatrical artistry that 
surrounds the audience with unforgetta-
ble sights, sounds, and emotion from the 
opening note to the final encore.

Event details: Artist: Rock Orchestra 
by Candleligh at RP Funding Center — 
YouKey Theatre on Tuesday, March 3, 
2027, at 7:30 p.m.

The RP Funding Center is convenient-
ly located minutes between Orlando and 
Tampa at 701 W. Lime St. in Lakeland o! 
I-4 on Lime Street; the RP Funding Center 
is a short drive from anywhere in Central 
Florida. Regular box o"ce hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

For ticket information, call the box of-
fice at 863-834-8111 or visit its website 
at www.rpfundingcenter.com.

 
Raul Penuela 

Director of Marketing & Sales 
813.304.5937 

raul.penuela@rpfundingcenter.com  
 
July 2026. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

 
 
Rock Orchestra by Candlelight is far more than a traditional concert—it's a theatrical, 
immersive production that transforms some of the greatest rock anthems of all time into a 
breathtaking orchestral experience. Audiences can expect powerful interpretations of music 
made famous by legendary artists such as Led Zeppelin, Metallica, AC/DC, Guns N' Roses, The 
Rolling Stones, Linkin Park, Evanescence, Nirvana, Aerosmith, The Cranberries, and many 
more. From soaring power ballads and classic rock favorites to hard rock and symphonic metal, 
the program spans decades of iconic music, giving each song a fresh, cinematic sound while 
preserving the energy and emotion that made it unforgettable. 
 
Adding to the experience is the show's striking visual production. Performed beneath the warm 
glow of hundreds of candles, the musicians appear in dramatic gothic-inspired costumes that 
complement the atmosphere and theatrical style of the performance. Carefully choreographed 
lighting, dynamic visual effects, and the interplay between darkness and candlelight create an 
intimate yet epic setting, enhancing every musical moment. The result is a captivating fusion of 
rock, classical music, and theatrical artistry that surrounds the audience with unforgettable 
sights, sounds, and emotion from the opening note to the final encore. 

By Libby Hopkins

EXPERIENCE AN EPIC CONCERT AT 
CANDLELIGHT ROCK ORCHESTRA

2026 Honorary Mayor Steve Glaros stands alongside Deputy Mayor 
Chris Ciulla (right) after a record-setting East Hillsborough campaign 

that raised $169,643.99 for local charities. 
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At a time when 
long-term careers 
have become 
increasingly un-
common, GTE 
Financial is cel-
ebrating a story 
that spans gener-
ations. Assistant 
vice president of 
ATM and inter-
active systems 
Kenny Rywant 
recently reached 
an extraordinary 
milestone of 40 years with the credit union, 
while his daughter, Emily Childers, fraud an-
alyst II, has built a career of her own with 
more than a decade of service. Together, 
they represent more than 50 years of com-
bined commitment to GTE Financial, reflect-
ing the organization’s investment in its em-
ployees and the people it serves.

Rywant joined GTE Financial in 1986 af-
ter graduating from Florida State University 
and began his career in information tech-
nology. Over the past four decades, he has 
helped guide the credit union through signif-
icant technological advancements, including 
implementing shared branching capabilities 
that allow members to conduct transactions 
at participating credit unions nationwide.

“Looking back, I can’t imagine working 
anywhere else,” Rywant said. “GTE has be-
come much more than a job. It’s been my 
career, my community and, in many ways, 
my family.”

Growing up watching her father’s ded-
ication to the organization, Childers saw 
firsthand the opportunities GTE Financial 
o!ered its employees. She joined the cred-
it union more than 10 years ago and now 
serves as a fraud analyst, helping protect 

members and 
strengthen their 
financial security.

“I saw how 
happy my dad 
was at GTE, and I 
wanted to follow 
in his footsteps,” 
Childers said. “His 
work ethic has 
always inspired 
me, and it’s been 
incredibly special 
to build my own 
career at the 

same organization that’s meant so much to 
our family.”

Over the course of Rywant’s career, GTE 
Financial has grown into one of Florida’s 
largest credit unions, expanding its technol-
ogy, products and member services while 
remaining committed to the people behind 
that success. For both Rywant and Childers, 
that commitment created opportunities to 
build meaningful careers while making a 
lasting di!erence for members and the com-
munities they serve.

“Forty years with one organization is an 
incredible accomplishment, and seeing Ken-
ny’s commitment inspire Emily to build her 
own career here makes this story even more 
meaningful,” said Chad Burney, senior vice 
president and chief information o"cer at 
GTE Financial. “Our employees are the heart 
of everything we do, and Kenny and Emily 
represent the culture we’re proud to build 
— one where people can grow, serve their 
communities and create a lasting impact.”

Today, GTE Financial serves more than 
230,000 individuals and businesses across 
West Central Florida. 

For more information about GTE Financial 
and its services, visit www.gtefinancial.org.

Sta! Report

FATHER-DAUGHTER DUO CELEBRATES 
LEGACY CAREERS AT GTE FINANCIAL

The Hillsborough 
County Tax Collector’s 
O"ce has released its 
2025–26 Kids Tag Art 
Summary Report, re-
vealing a record-break-
ing $38,632 raised for 
local elementary art 
programs—the larg-
est single-year total in 
the program’s history. 
A total of 66 Hillsbor-
ough County elemen-
tary schools partici-
pated this year, with 
each receiving $585 
to support arts educa-
tion.

Additionally, the 
program generated $5,043 in direct mer-
chandise sales, with proceeds from every 
student-designed license plate, key chain, 
and mug going straight back to participat-
ing classrooms. Since Tax Collector Nancy 
Millan brought the Kids Tag Art Program 
to Hillsborough County in 2021, the initia-
tive has raised a total of $181,813 for local 
schools.

“These numbers tell the story of a com-
munity that believes in investing in its young 
artists,” said Millan. “A total of 66 participat-
ing schools, more than $181,000 raised since 
we started this program and thousands of 
students who got to see their own artwork 
come to life — that’s what Kids Tag Art is 
all about. We’re proud to share this year’s 
results and even prouder of what they mean 
for arts education in Hillsborough County.”

The Tax Collector’s O"ce formally pre-
sented the fundraising results to the Hills-
borough County School Board in May. Top 
student and teacher creators were individu-
ally recognized at a spring awards ceremony, 
featuring four primary award recipients:

Tax Collector’s 
Choice Award: Me-
lina Fenton, Apollo 
Beach K-8 School

Title Sponsor 
Award (Suncoast 
Credit Union): An-
nabelle Webster, 
J.S. Robinson Ele-
mentary

TECO Powerful 
Art Award: Saman-
tha Garcia-Gomez, 
Lake Magdalene 
Elementary School

Best Teacher 
Artwork Award: 
Melissa Santiago, 
Hunter’s Green Ele-

mentary School
A full list of winning students and schools 

from across all 66 participating campuses 
is available in the o"cial 2025–26 Kids Tag 
Art Summary Report.

The program’s ongoing success relies on 
strong corporate and community partner-
ships. This year’s e!orts were made possi-
ble by Suncoast Credit Union (title spon-
sor), along with Dealer Tag Agency, Derrick 
Brooks Charities, Lauren’s Kids, Florida West 
Coast Credit Union, J.P. Morgan Chase, Keith 
N. Fakhoury, Tampa Electric Company, and 
The Florida Aquarium, alongside key organi-
zational partners Hillsborough County Pub-
lic Schools and the Hillsborough Education 
Foundation.

Community members can continue sup-
porting young artists by purchasing stu-
dent-designed specialty license plates, key 
chains, or mugs through the tax collector’s 
online store at www.hillstaxfl.gov/shop/.

Schools interested in participating in the 
future can email communityrelations@hill-
staxfl.gov or by phone at 813-635-5264.

Kids Tag ArtKids Tag Art
Summary ReportSummary Report

2025-2026 School Year

Sta! Report

KIDS TAG ART PROGRAM TOPS 
$181,000 RAISED FOR ART EDUCATION
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Offering a Safe, Fun, Expert Care
7 Days a Week / 365 Days a Year

9708 Carr Road, Riverview 33569 • (just o! Boyette Rd., 1 mile West of Bell Shoals Rd)
(813)672-WOOF (9663) • www.CanineCabana.BIZ

                info@caninecabana.biz                        #CanineCabanaFlorida

D O G  D A Y C A R E  •  L O D G I N G  •  T R A I N I N G  •  S P A  S E R V I C E S

Endorsed by Jack Hanna! 

• Dog Training to Fit All Families 
• Team of Caring Behavioral Experts 
• Private Training and Small Group Classes 
• Full Service Pet Care Facility

Book A New 
Spa Service 

Today! 

Call 
Today 

for Puppy 
Training!

50% off 1st 3 Nights For New Lodging Guests
Local, Family Owned and Operated

Celebrating 17 Years
Offering a Safe, Fun, Expert Care
7 Days a Week / 365 Days a Year
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Discover the
Best of Italy

Indulge in authentic pasta dishes
and savory Italian entrées, prepared

with the freshest ingredients and
inspired by generations of culinary
tradition. Every bite delivers the rich

flavors of Italy.

813-986-6488
tuttotavola.com

6264 Winthrop Town Centre Ave
Riverview FL 33578
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The Compassionate
Oral Surgery Team

Dr. Arina Doroshenko, DDS, MD

ĕėĕĖě 9in¤s ;ake Dr ƯĕĔĖ, $i�sonäon

Dr. �säher Hh, DDS, MD

ĕĘĔĖ Hak£ie¾� Dr, �ran�on

Our team listens to what matters to you, so you can
feel assured at every step.

Your Wisdom Teeth and Dental Implant Experts

ƹĜĕėƺ ĚěěƴĔĔěė
o�ora¾sér¤erû.�oÄ

TZR lRFaWLRQV
to serve you. ƹĜĕėƺ ěĝĚƴęěęĖ

o�os�ran�on.�oÄ

This past June, 
the 2025-26 pres-
ident of the Rotary 
Club of Brandon, Liz 
Brewer, installed the 
club’s new incoming 
2026-27 president, 
Ryan Reed, during 
a special gathering 
surrounded by the 
dedicated members 
who make up the 
heart of the Rotary 
Club of Brandon. The 
installation marked 
an important mo-
ment of transition 
for the club, honor-
ing Brewer’s year of 
service while wel-
coming Reed into a 
leadership role that 
will help guide the organization’s contin-
ued commitment to service, fellowship 
and community impact.

“My year as president, the second 
woman in the 64-year history of the club, 
I might add, was amazing,” Liz Brewer 
said. “I was so proud of how our mem-
bers came together as a solid team and 
created fun opportunities for our mem-
bers to fellowship, volunteered time and 
talents to raise over $160,000; and also, 
I worked closely with our treasurer and 
secretary to create systems to streamline 
the work of those we are leading as we 
are all 100 percent volunteers.”

When looking for someone to lead the 
club in the future, the club begins its 
search for its next president two years 
out.

“Ryan became our incoming president 
to learn under the current president, as 
well as attended necessary trainings to 

prepare for this 
incredible respon-
sibility and step 
into their role 
more knowledge-
able about Rotary 
systems and pro-
cesses, so every-
thing is consistent 
from one club to 
another,” Brewer 
said. “Ryan was a 
great choice, as 
he jumped in from 
the day he joined 
our club back in 
May of 2023 and 
became engaged 
in the work of the 
organization.”

Reed is a com-
munity leader and 

philanthropist in his own right, and the 
club knew that he would be a great lead-
er for them because he understands the 
needs of the community.

“My hope for this year ahead is sim-
ple,” Reed said. “I want to keep doing the 
work that matters, to welcome new faces 
who’ll carry this club forward long after 
I’m done, and to enjoy each other’s com-
pany while we’re at it. The friendships in 
the club are the quiet engine behind ev-
erything we accomplish. I am honored, 
excited and ready to get to work along-
side our club members.”

“Ryan will commit the time needed to 
be successful in this area, and, as imme-
diate past president, it is my responsi-
bility to assist Ryan in the year ahead,” 
Brewer said. 

To learn more about the Rotary Club 
of Brandon, visit its website online at 
www.brandonrotary.org/index.php.

By Libby Hopkins

ROTARY CLUB OF BRANDON WELCOMES 
NEW PRESIDENT RYAN REED

Newly installed Rotary Club of Brandon 
president Ryan Reed stands with Hillsborough 

County Tax Collector Nancy Millan.

It all began 15 
years ago when 
Valrico resident 
Arlene Jacobs’ 
daughter, Jessi-
ca Jacobs, was 
obsessed with 
unicorns.

“I introduced 
her to a mov-
ie that was re-
leased in 1982 
called The Last 
Unicorn, which I had 
loved as a teen,” Arlene 
said. “Being the reader 
that she is, she immedi-
ately found the book and 
read it. The book is full 
of lyrics of songs but no 
music. One of them re-
ally spoke to her, so she 
wrote music for the song 
that is in the book, and she sent the music 
to the author, Peter S. Beagle.” 

Jessica told Beagle that she was in 
high school studying musical theatre at 
Blake High School.

“He wrote her back and sent her a copy 
of a script, a play version that he was 
working on,” Arlene said. “Nothing much 
came of that play version. I think it was 
produced once, but she kept a copy of 
that script for 15 years.”

For her daughter’s 30th birthday, Ar-
lene wrote to Beagle and reminded him of 
the exchange and asked him if they could 
have the rights to adapt his book and add 
original music.

“He said yes, and his representative 
sent over a contract. We started writing, 
and Jessica worked on the music,” Arlene 
said. “We sent all of it to Mr. Beagle, and 

he approved. We are 
retelling the story using 
live actors, puppets and 
shadow puppets, with 
original music based 
on the lyrics that are 
in the 1969 book. So, 
the show is cast, and 
rehearsals have begun. 
It opens August 13 for 
two weekends only at 
Tampa Fringe.”

The play is a work of 
love for the mother-daughter 
duo.

“It was the first story that 
made me question what being 
alive actually meant,” said Jes-
sica. “I grew up on the classic 
movie, and the theme song fea-
tures a defiantly joyful declara-
tion, ‘I’m alive!’”

Arlene and Jessica hope the 
play appeals to those who are actively 
hurting.

“To those who are lost, to those who 
feel as if they can’t find their people and 
to those who are still desperately waiting 
to see a unicorn in real life,” Jessica said, 
“I hope they find comfort in a fairy tale 
for a little while, one that they can return 
to when they need a reminder of what 
defines a hero.”

Performances of The Last Unicorn will 
be held at The Tampa Fringe Theater, 
located at the West Annex inside Kress 
Contemporary at 1624 E. Seventh Ave. 
in Tampa. The performance dates are 
Thursday through Sunday, August 13-16 
and 20-23. 

For ticket information and performance 
times, visit https://theatre.tampafringe.
org/events/the-last-unicorn/.

By Libby Hopkins

MOM & DAUGHTER ADAPT FILM 
INTO PLAY AT TAMPA FRINGE

Estate Planning
Medicaid and Long Term Care Planning
Powers of Attorney
Guardian Advocacy
Probate and Trust Administration

�áááِ ۴  ב׎דזٮזבג٣ב׏ז٢RALLLAáِC�M
� גהג׏aǸfield (riveً  randonً IL

Laurie Ohall
FL Board Certified
Elder Law Attorney

HELPING FAMILIES PLAN
FOR THE FUTURE
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Best Choice 
for Judge

Sara Peacock has been practicing law for 15 years with experience  
in criminal defense, family law, civil litigation, and insurance litigation.   
She’s tried 68 jury trials, including both criminal and civil cases. 

She is involved in our community and volunteers for deserving causes. 
A Hillsborough County native, Sara is married with two children and is 
an elder at her church.

PrePared • Knowledgeable • Fair

SaraPeacockforJudge.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Sara Peacock for Circuit Court Judge, Circuit 13 

Healthy Kids Running Series was found-
ed in 2009 and designed to motivate kids 
to be active while providing a fun envi-
ronment. Through physical activity and 
creating a sense of community, this event 
helps foster healthier, empowered youth 
and promotes community among local 
families. 

“This event is important to our com-
munity because it encourages children 
to develop healthy, active lifestyles while 
building confidence in a fun and support-
ive environment. Our program inspires 
kids to ‘get up and go’ by showing them 
that they are capable of achieving their 
goals, even if they are hesitant to run at 
first,” said Meg Moore, community coor-
dinator. 

The Valrico program will be held at the 
Brandon Recreation Center, located o! 
Sadie St. The races are scheduled for five 
consecutive Sundays on October 4, 11, 18, 
25 and November 1. However, families 
can choose to either register their chil-
dren for the full series or for a single day. 
When registering for the full series, each 
child will receive a T-shirt, a race bib for 

each week and a 
finisher medal.

At the races, 
kids ages 2-14 will 
run in age-appro-
priate distances. 
In addition, the 
Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheri! ’s Of-
fice, Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue 
and HCA Florida 
Brandon Hospital 
in past years have 
brought their vehi-
cles for kids to ex-
plore and discover 

new interests. 
“The best part of this event is seeing 

the kids cross the finish line with big 
smiles on their faces and realizing what 
they just accomplished. I love seeing all 
of the kids feel that huge sense of pride,” 
said Moore.

Healthy Kids Running Series is a non-
profit organization, meaning sponsorships 
are important for covering the overall ex-
penses of the event. The funds help cover 
costs of facility rentals, race supplies and 
other resources needed to provide a fun 
and safe experience for the young run-
ners. The organization is always looking 
for businesses within the community that 
would like to support the local youth. In 
appreciation of the generosity of these 
businesses, the event o!ers a variety of 
promotional opportunities based on the 
type of sponsorship, allowing companies 
to be recognized throughout the series.

For more information on registra-
tion and sponsorships, visit its website, 
https://healthykidsrunningseries.org/
race-locations/valrico-fl/. 

By Emily Harper 

VALRICO HEALTHY KIDS RUNNING 
SERIES IS AROUND THE CORNER 

This fall, get 
ready to jam 
out at MOSI’s 
new wave of 
laser light 
shows, ‘Rock 
the Cosmos.’ 
The shows 
are hosted on 
select Fridays 
in the muse-
um’s Holloway 
Digital Dome 
Theatre, home 
to Saunders 
Planetar ium 
— the sec-
ond-largest planetarium in the coun-
try. Shows run from 6:30-8 p.m., with 
multiple performances each night. The 
high-tech lasers are set to soundtracks 
from various genres, including pop, rock, 
country and holiday. The light shows are 
designed for all ages and focus on creat-
ing an immersive experience that makes 
you feel like part of the show

The Saunders Planetarium first opened 
at MOSI on October 3, 1992, and under-
went renovations during late 2024. The 
planetarium held its grand reopening 
in April 2025, dazzling guests with the 
brand-new Holloway Digital Dome The-
atre. The space that once held only 46 
people at a time could now seat over 
330. The dome’s main attraction by far 
is the 10,000-square-foot screen, which 
displays everything from star shows and 
movies to academic presentations. The 
dome and planetarium have become a 
must-see for MOSI guests with its inno-
vative 8K image technology and custom 
lighting, projection, and sound systems. 
The theater is meant to inspire curiosity 
and awe, staying true to MOSI’s goal of 

e n c o u r -
aging in-
teractive 
l e a r n i n g 
and ex-
ploration. 

T h e 
c u r r e n t 
series of 
concerts 
began in 
May with 
a Tay-
lor Swift 
show that 
garnered 
m u c h 

success, selling out completely. MOSI 
immediately expanded the concert se-
ries, adding shows that highlight both 
rock and pop legends, such as Queen, 
AC/DC, Pink Floyd and U2. There’s also 
a Halloween show scheduled in October 
to celebrate the spooky season with the 
whole family. Every show starts with 
a 10-minute guided star tour led by a 
MOSI astronomer. The shows are run in 
a rotating lineup and change monthly. 
The schedule can be found directly on 
the MOSI events calendar on their web-
site. 

Tickets cost $10 for MOSI members 
and $13 for nonmembers. Tickets for the 
shows are nonrefundable and nontrans-
ferable. Tickets for each show are limit-
ed, so be sure to check https://mosi.org/ 
for more details on ticket availability for 
specific shows.

The Museum of Science and Innova-
tion is located at 4801 E. Fowler Ave. in 
Tampa. So, get ready to vibe out to your 
favorite tunes under the brilliant lights 
of the Holloway Digital Dome Theatre 
this fall.

By Abigail Dumas

ROCK THE COSMOS AT MOSI’S 
UPCOMING LASER LIGHT SHOWS

s
Top Seller!

Start your child off strong in Math this school year!

Strong Math. Strong School Year.
Build skills, boost confidence, and love
learning with Mathnasium.

Mathnasium of Brandon
(813) 655-6284

1048 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

School supplies

BSeO�U Uhe oOlZ UhiOHs

UhBU NBZ OeeE
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School supplies

BSeO�U Uhe oOlZ UhiOHs

UhBU NBZ OeeE
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ZooTampa at 
Lowry Park is 
celebrating a 
summer baby 
boom, welcom-
ing a growing 
list of animal 
births that are 
helping sup-
port conserva-
tion e!orts for 
several endan-
gered species.

The newest ar-
rival is Beatrix, a 
female manatee 
calf born at the 
David A. Straz 
Jr. Manatee Crit-
ical Care Center. 
Born to Pneu-
ma Thurman, a 
1,230-pound res-
cued manatee, 
Beatrix is the 
first manatee calf 
born at the zoo in more than 10 years.

Pneuma Thurman was rescued on 
June 5 from the Manatee River after 
su!ering injuries from a watercraft 
strike. Although she remains in critical 
condition and continues to receive spe-
cialized veterinary care, zoo o"cials re-
port that mother and calf are bonding 
well. Beatrix weighed approximately 
76 pounds at birth and is being closely 
monitored by the zoo’s animal care and 
veterinary teams.

Across the zoo’s Africa habitat, an-
other conservation milestone arrived on 
July 3 with the birth of Liberty, a female 
eastern bongo calf. Weighing 38 pounds 
and standing about 2 feet tall at birth, 
Liberty is healthy and thriving alongside 

her mother.
The birth 

is especially 
significant be-
cause eastern 
bongos are 
critically en-
dangered, with 
fewer than 
100 believed 
to remain in 
the wild due 
to habitat loss 

and poaching. Lib-
erty is the seventh 
eastern bongo calf 
born at ZooTampa 
since 2021, rein-
forcing the zoo’s 
commitment to 
preserving the rare 
species.

Liberty joins an 
impressive list of 
other hoofstock 
births this year, 

including two additional bongo calves, 
two southern white rhinos, two impalas 
and two nyalas.

The zoo’s bird team has also celebrat-
ed several successful hatchings this 
summer, including four critically endan-
gered Bali mynah chicks, a species with 
fewer than 100 birds remaining in the 
wild. Other recent arrivals include three 
African spoonbill chicks and six green-
naped lorikeet chicks.

ZooTampa at Lowry Park is a 63-acre 
nonprofit zoo that is home to more than 
1,300 animals and is nationally recog-
nized for its conservation work and Flor-
ida wildlife rescue programs.

For more information, visit the web-
site at www.zootampa.org.

Sta! Report

RARE MANATEE BIRTH HEADLINES RECORD 
SUMMER OF NEW ARRIVALS AT ZOOTAMPA

F o u r - t i m e 
G r a m m y 
Award-winn ing 
duo FOR KING 
+ COUNTRY is 
bringing its be-
loved A Drummer 
Boy Christmas 
tour to Bench-
mark Internation-
al Arena on Sun-
day, November 
29, delivering an unforgettable evening 
of music, storytelling and celebration. 
Following the release of the band’s brand-
new Christmas album and theatrical film, 
Drummer Boy, brothers Joel and Luke 
Smallbone will once again invite audienc-
es to experience one of the season’s most 
cherished holiday traditions.

For fans who have made the tour an 
annual tradition, and those experiencing 
it for the very first time, A Drummer Boy 
Christmas o!ers an immersive holiday 
experience unlike any other. Combining 
breathtaking production, intimate story-
telling and powerful performances, the 
evening celebrates the hope, joy and true 
meaning of Christmas through music that 
has become synonymous with the season.

“The most wonderful time of our year 
is always the one spent with you,” shared 
Joel and Luke. “To celebrate the miracle 
of all miracles, God coming to earth and 
o!ering redemption and to experience 
that together with audiences across 
America makes this our favorite tour 
of the year. We can’t wait to celebrate 
Christmas with you again.”

Audiences can expect soaring perfor-
mances of beloved Christmas favorites, 
including “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
and “Little Drummer Boy,” alongside orig-

inal holiday music 
and fan favorites 
from throughout 
the duo’s cele-
brated career. The 
evening will also 
feature exclusive 
moments inspired 
by the band’s new 
theatrical film, 
Drummer Boy, cre-
ating an even more 

immersive and memorable Christmas cel-
ebration.

Known for its cinematic production, 
heartfelt storytelling and world-class 
musicianship, A Drummer Boy Christmas 
has become one of the season’s premier 
live events, drawing families and fans 
together for an evening centered on the 
hope and wonder of Christmas.

FOR KING + COUNTRY is one of the 
music industry’s most respected and dec-
orated duos. Brothers Joel and Luke have 
earned four Grammy Awards, 13 No. 1 hits 
and more than 3 billion career streams. 
Known for their dynamic live shows and 
global reach, the platinum-selling act has 
performed to sold-out crowds across the 
U.S., Australia and Europe. Their latest 
album, What Are We Waiting For?, de-
buted in the top 10 on the Billboard 200, 
following the success of Burn the Ships. 
What Are We Waiting For? showcases 
their signature blend of cinematic pop, 
soaring anthems, and messages of hope.

They will also return to the big screen 
when the Drummer Boy movie, a new 
holiday film from Angel Studios inspired 
by the beloved Christmas classic, opens 
in theaters nationwide on Friday, No-
vember 6. Learn more at www.forkin-
gandcountry.com.

FOR KING + COUNTRY BRINGS A 
DRUMMER BOY CHRISTMAS TO TAMPA

Sta! Report

3452 Lithia Pinecrest Rd, Valrico
(Located in the Fresh Market Plaza)

813-65-SUSHI
Mon - Fri 11:30-2:30 & 5-9 | Sat 12-9

Sundays 12-8:30 (Serving lunch until 3 p.m.)

10%
OFF
entire purchase

Sunflower Cafe
3452 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,

Valrico
813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu. With this coupon. 
Must present before submitting payment.

 Before tax.  One coupon per visit. Not valid with 
other o!ers  O!er expires 9/30/231/31/248/31/248/31/26

BRANDON'S LEADING RETAILER OF
PREMIUM FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES

PATRIOT ARMS
& OUTFITTING

113-H EAST BRANDON BLVD 
BRANDON, FL 33511

PATRIOTARMSONLINE.COM 

(813) 651-2767 

est. 1997
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The Rotary Club of Brandon was proud to 
present $160,000 in charitable grants to its 
local nonprofit partners on June 16 during 
its weekly meeting, marking a meaningful 
investment in organizations that serve fam-
ilies, youth, veterans, seniors and individuals 
in need throughout the Brandon communi-
ty. The grants reflected the club’s ongoing 
commitment to service above self and its 
dedication to strengthening the programs 
and resources that make a lasting di!erence 
close to home.

“The Rotary Club of Brandon is a ser-
vice-oriented club formed in 1961 and is the 
longest running Rotary club in our area,” 
said Liz Brewer, club member and past pres-
ident. “We are made up from more than 50 
community leaders who meet every Tuesday 
to enjoy fellowship and lunch. With giving 
hearts and a hard work ethic, together we 
have a variety of socials, service projects 
and two signature events we host each year, 
which, in turn, has given us the opportunity 
to donate these much-needed funds to local 
charities.”

These funds were raised through the club’s 
annual signature events, the Wild Game Din-
ner and Bill Harper Golf Tournament.

“This is possible thanks to our event 
chairs, Patrick Skidmore and Brett Briggs; 

our event com-
mittees; our 
sponsors; our vol-
unteers; and the 
guests who came 
out in support of 
our work,” Brew-
er said. 

The Rotary 
Club of Bran-
don is one of the 
largest charitable 
service clubs in 
the community. 
Charities have 

the opportunity to submit their grant appli-
cations in the fall, and all applications are re-
viewed by the Brandon Rotary Club Charity 
Fund Board and presented to its club mem-
bers in the spring.

“Our club members then vote through a 
ballot system on how much each charity will 
receive, and these checks are distributed 
at our last annual meeting in June of each 
year,” Brewer said.

The local charities that received dona-
tions from the Rotary Club of Brandon in-
clude the Angel Foundation FL, ECHO, High 
5 Inc., Hope for Her, Rotary’s Camp Florida 
and Scouting America, and it also provided 
$27,000 to be used for our Rotary Senior 
Scholarship Program in 2027.

“This year’s amount has exceeded the 
goals since our club formed and was due to 
the incredible work done by our event chairs 
and their committees which are made up 
of club members,” Brewer said. “We all felt 
an incredible sense of pride knowing that 
our hard work was going to bless these 
local charities. Our goal for next year is 
$175,000.”

To learn more about the Rotary Club of 
Brandon, you can visit its website at https://
brandonrotary.org/index.php.

By Libby Hopkins

ROTARY CLUB DONATES $160K TO LOCAL 
CHARITIES IN THE BRANDON COMMUNITY

!e Rotary Club of Brandon was proud to present $160,000 in charitable grants to 
their local nonpro"t partners on June 16 during its weekly meeting.

Kids ‘R’ Kids Learning 
Academy of Circa Fish-
Hawk is celebrating a 
remarkable achievement 
after receiving two of 
the organization’s highest honors during the 
Kids ‘R’ Kids annual conference.

The academy earned both the June Vin-
son Award and the Platinum Award, recog-
nizing outstanding leadership, educational 
quality and operational excellence. Receiving 
both honors in the same year is a rare ac-
complishment and reflects the dedication of 
the academy’s leadership and sta! to serv-
ing local families.

The June Vinson Award recognizes own-
ers who demonstrate exceptional leadership 
while leading with a servant’s heart. The 
award honors June Vinson, the mother of 
Kids ‘R’ Kids founder Pat Vinson, who helped 
establish the company when she and her son 
opened an in-home daycare in 1961.

According to the organization, “June had 
this wonderful, compassionate spirit, and 
she is truly the pioneering force behind ev-
erything we have built here. June’s profound 
impact on our company’s foundations is 
immeasurable, as she selflessly poured her 
heart into nurturing both the sta! and chil-
dren under her care.”

The award recognizes leaders who em-
body June Vinson’s values of humility, empa-

thy and dedication through their 
daily commitment to supporting 
both their team and the commu-
nity.

The Platinum Award is the 
highest internal quality recog-
nition a Kids ‘R’ Kids academy 
can receive. Presented by the 
corporate franchise team, it is 
awarded only to schools that ex-
ceed rigorous standards in safe-

ty, curriculum, 
facility man-
agement and 
overall oper-
ational excel-
lence.

“Keith Balot and myself are truly honored 
to acknowledge receipt of the June Vinson 
Award and the Platinum Award for out-
standing business practices,” said co-owner 
Ben Fernandes. “We sincerely appreciate 
the honor and remain committed to main-
taining high standards of quality, safety, 
professionalism and excellence in the child-
care industry. This achievement reflects the 
hard work, dedication and commitment of 
managers Telena Overstreet and Samantha 
Pratt, along with our entire sta!, whose dai-
ly e!orts make a positive di!erence in the 
lives of the children and families we serve.”

Kids ‘R’ Kids Learning Academy of Circa 
FishHawk serves children from 6 weeks 
through 12 years old. The academy has built 
a reputation for providing a safe, engaging 
learning environment where children devel-
op academically, socially and emotionally 
while building a strong foundation for life-
long success.

Kids ‘R’ Kids Learning Academy of Circa 
FishHawk is located at 5815 Kids Crossing 
Dr. in Lithia. For more information, call 813-
654-7000 or visit www.kidsrkids.com/cir-
ca-fishhawk.

By Ella Baroni

KIDS ‘R’ KIDS FISHHAWK EARNS TWO 
TOP NATIONAL HONORS FOR EXCELLENCE
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NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529
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proudly supports

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
!omas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Kids Leaving for College?
Or Over 18?

Do they have a 
Durable Power of 

Attorney and Medical 
Directives in case of 

an emergency?

In the eyes of the law, 
they are now adults.

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday

30 Years in Brandon!

 $49.95 

FAMILY MEALS
(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 lbs)

Ropa Vieja (2 lbs)
Lechon Asado (2 lbs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

Two Flori-
da-born busi-
nesses are 
raising a glass 
and making a 
splash with a 
new collab-
oration that 
blends home-
town flavor 
with family 
fun. Metro-
Lagoons and 
Florida Ave-
nue Brewing 
Co. have part-
nered to in-
troduce a sig-
nature craft 
beer, Lagoon 
Lager. 

L a g o o n 
Lager is a 
bright, easy-drinking lager brewed for 
lagoon days. Crisp and refreshing with a 
clean finish and a subtle hint of tanger-
ine, it’s the perfect companion for sun-
shine, good times and days by the water. 
The 16-ounce craft beer is available ex-
clusively at MetroLagoons for $7.

“We’re excited to introduce Lagoon 
Lager to all MetroLagoons locations,” 
said Scott Tolmach, vice president of 
food and beverage at MetroLagoons. 
“We’re proud to partner with a fellow 
Tampa business to create a beer that 
reflects the MetroLagoons experience. 
With its light, crisp and refreshing fla-
vor, Lagoon Lager is the perfect com-
plement to a day at the lagoon, whether 
you’re relaxing on the beach, celebrating 
with friends and family or simply enjoy-
ing the Florida sunshine.”

Florida Avenue Brewing Co. was es-
tablished in 2010 and named after its 
location on one of Tampa’s most notable 
roads. From the beginning, the brewery 
has been dedicated to creating a memo-
rable craft beer experience while repre-
senting the Sunshine State through its 
beers, hospitality and atmosphere. 

“We’re proud to partner with MetroLa-
goons to create a beer that encompass-
es everything people love about spend-

ing time in 
the Florida 
sunsh ine , ” 
said Antho-
ny Derby, 
f o u n d e r 
and CEO of 
Florida Av-
enue Brew-
ing Co. “La-
goon Lager 
is brewed 
to comple-
ment days 
by the wa-
ter and re-
laxing with 
friends and 
family. As 
two Flor-
i d a - b a s e d 
brands, it’s 
e spec ia l l y 

rewarding to bring this collaboration to 
life for our local community.”

MetroLagoons has four locations 
across the state, including Brightwater 
Lagoon at 8630 Sunny Page Lane in 
North Fort Myers, Epperson Lagoon at 
31885 Overpass Rd. in Wesley Chapel, 
Mirada Lagoon at 31461 Mirada Blvd. 
in San Antonio and Southshore Bay La-
goon at 16881 Lagoon Shore Blvd. in 
Wimauma.

For more information, visit the web-
site at www.metrolagoons.com.

About Brightwater Lagoon
Brightwater Lagoon is one of four 

MetroLagoons locations in Florida and 
the first in Southwest Florida. Located 
in North Fort Myers, the lagoon features 
6 acres of clear blue water surrounded 
by sandy beaches. Brightwater residents 
and guests can enjoy a resort-style 
swim-up bar, food trucks, live entertain-
ment, a water slide, a floating obstacle 
course and more. Guests can purchase a 
Day Ticket with Splash Pass to experi-
ence the lagoon and upgrade their day 
with shaded rental spaces and water 
activities to create unforgettable expe-
riences in the sunshine. To learn more, 
visit www.metrolagoons.com/brightwa-
ter-lagoon-fort-myers.

Sta! Report

METROLAGOONS PARTNERS WITH 
FLORIDA AVENUE BREWING CO.

Orange Blossom Oral 
Surgery is continuing 
its growth with the ad-
dition of Dr. Esther Oh, 
DDS, M.D., who joins the 
practice as it builds its 
long-standing commit-
ment to compassionate, 
patient-centered care. 
Following the practice’s 
expansion to two loca-
tions in 2024, Dr. Oh 
will serve patients at 
the Brandon o!ce, lo-
cated at 1402 Oakfield 
Dr., while Dr. Arina Doroshen-
ko, DDS, M.D., owner of Orange 
Blossom Oral Surgery, will con-
tinue seeing patients at the Gib-
sonton location at 13127 Kings 
Lake Dr., Ste. 102,. 

Bringing more than 20 years 
of experience in oral and maxillo-
facial surgery, Dr. Oh is known for her calm, 
compassionate approach and dedication to 
helping patients feel informed, comfortable 
and confident throughout every stage of 
treatment. She provides the full scope of oral 
surgery services, including wisdom teeth 
removal, dental implant placement, bone 
grafting, extractions and oral pathology.

“We’re excited to welcome Dr. Oh to our 
team,” said Dr. Doroshenko. “Every member 
of our team is chosen not only for their ex-
pertise but because they share the values 
that define Orange Blossom Oral Surgery. 
We believe the best outcomes begin by lis-
tening to our patients, understanding what 
matters most to them and helping them 
feel confident every step of the way. Dr. Oh 
embodies those values, and we’re thrilled to 
have her on our team.”

“I am honored to join a practice that 

has earned such 
a strong repu-
tation for both 
clinical excellence 
and compassion-
ate patient care,” 
said Dr. Oh. “Oral 
surgery can feel 
overwhelming for 
many people, and 
I believe taking 
the time to listen, 
answer questions 
and help patients 
feel at ease is just 

as important as the proce-
dure itself..”

Dr. Oh joins Dr. Arina Doro-
shenko, creating an all-fe-
male oral and maxillofacial 
surgery team. In a specialty 
where women make up only 
an estimated 10-12 percent 

of practicing oral and maxillofacial surgeons 
in the United States, the practice is proud to 
be part of a growing generation of female 
surgeons helping shape the future of the 
profession through exceptional clinical care, 
leadership and compassion.

As the practice looks ahead, it also honors 
the legacy of Dr. Felix Jimenez, who founded 
Brandon Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery and 
spent decades providing compassionate 
care to generations of patients in the Bran-
don community. Today, under the leadership 
of Dr. Arina Doroshenko, Orange Blossom 
Oral Surgery continues to build on that leg-
acy, providing the same trusted care, clinical 
excellence, and personalized experience pa-
tients have come to expect at both its Bran-
don and Gibsonton locations.

Visit www.obosbrandon.com (Brandon) 
and www.oboralsurgery.com (Gibsonton).

ORANGE BLOSSOM ORAL SURGERY 
WELCOMES NEW SURGEON 

By Christen Malice
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(813) 657-7337 | 16637 FishHawk Blvd., Ste. 101, Lithia 
FishHawk Office Park, behind Dunkin’ and Taco Bell 

www.premiercarepeds.com 

 

Timely Appointments | 24/7 Access to Care  
Friendly Staff | Compassionate Doctors and Nurses 

Care for Newborns to Young Adults 

Back-to-School  
Appointments Available 

Too Hot To Cook?
Let Us Do the

Cooking  For You!
Scan to

order online
@Davenport's Daily Delights

Find Us On Facebook

Sherlyn Laurelli was born and 
raised in Plant City. She spent 
the majority of her professional 
life working as a teacher, then 
as a school counselor in Hillsborough Coun-
ty.

“I got into holistic coaching because I 
had some serious mental health struggles 
back in 2013,” Laurelli said. “For a number 
of years, I was on a personal growth journey 
that taught me that human beings are very 
complex. We are a sum of all of our parts 
and healing requires nourishment of all of 
those parts. Being witness to the decline of 
the mental health since COVID, it motivated 
me to step out into doing coaching full-time, 
but I use the skills I learned in education on 
a daily basis.”

Laurelli is the owner of Humanity’s Class-
room, which is her holistic coaching busi-
ness.

“Humanity’s classroom was created out of 
necessity,” she said. “While we have had an 
online presence for over a year, I have re-
cently stepped out in faith to build the busi-
ness, outside of my imagination. Working 
with young people, I noticed that many of 
them, and their parents, struggled with the 

things that are part of 
our human nature. Topics 
like emotional regulation, 
relationships, coping 
skills, developing healthy 
habits and mindset were 
all a part of my daily 
work. Changes in how 

we live our daily 
lives have elimi-
nated that space 
where older gener-
ations learned how 
to handle these 
topics in dealing 
with the struggles 
of their time. Being 
human is magical 
when armed with 
the right knowl-

edge and skills.”
Historically, wellness coaching has been 

associated with physical wellness. Laurel-
li’s brand of wellness coaching serves body, 
mind and spirit along the symbiotic relation-
ships between the three.

“A life well lived is one in which you are 
at peace with who you are and the life you 
have now so that you can feel safe in build-
ing the life you want for the future,” Laurelli 
said. “My mission with Humanity’s Class-
room is to help people learn what it means 
to be human, to be the person they were 
created to be, to empower people one les-
son at a time to know and grow. We opened 
for business at the beginning of July. As I 
continue to build the business, there will be 
many more o!erings.”

If you would like to learn more about 
Humanity’s Classroom or attend one of 
Laurelli’s workshops, you can visit her Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61577137838175 or email her at 
humanitysclassroom@outlook.com.

By Libby Hopkins

HUMANITY’S CLASSROOM: EMPOWERING 
PEOPLE ONE LESSON AT A TIME

Sherlyn Laurelli is the owner of 
Humanity’s Classroom, which is her 

holistic coaching business.

On Saturday August 
8 Anytime Fitness Lithia 
is hosting a celebration 
in honor of its 10-year 
anniversary. The event 
will last from 10:00am-
2:00pm and take place 
inside the gym itself lo-
cated at 16144 Church-
view Dr. The celebration 
includes food and re-
freshments, ra"es and 
giveaways, photo ops, 
member appreciation, 
community partners, 
and much more. Old and 
new members are encouraged to attend and 
commemorate this huge milestone along-
side the Anytime Fitness team.

Over the past 10 years, Anytime Fitness 
Lithia has served as a supportive community 
where individuals can focus on their health 
and reach their fitness goals. The gym o!ers 
strength training, state-of-the-art equip-
ment, and personalized fitness plans and 
coaching. The Anytime Fitness team, led by 
U.S Army veterans Ron and Monica Rigaud, 
focus on creating an environment where in-
dividuals won’t feel judged as they work to 
meet their goals. Monica Rigaud states that, 
“My husband has worked tirelessly to main-
tain a clean, friendly, and supportive gym 
where people of every age and fitness level 
feel comfortable,”. Anytime Fitness is open 
24/7 and boasts a wide selection of equip-
ment for both cardio and strength training. 
Although the gym has more than 900 mem-
bers, that doesn’t stop the sta! from taking 
the time to get to know everyone personally. 
The gym o!ers personal consultations to 
discuss and plan fitness goals. “My husband 
and our sta! genuinely care about every 
member’s success, whether they’re taking 
their first steps toward a healthier lifestyle 
or training for their next big goal,”. 

Monica and Ron opened Anytime Fitness 
10 years ago after retiring from the U.S 
Army as a way to continue serving others 
in their daily life. Monica explained how 
neither her nor her husband had any sales 
or business experience prior to opening the 
gym. She stated that earning people’s trust 
as a business was essential to creating a 
loyal customer base, as was marketing the 
couple’s vision for the gym. “That was a 
steep learning curve, especially when what 
you’re o!ering has the potential to positively 
impact every aspect of someone’s life,” said 
Rigaud. Monica shared that the most re-
warding part of the past ten years has been 
getting to see the progress members have 
made and build those relationships with 
them. Seeing people achieve goals that once 
seemed far-fetched and grow confidence in 
themselves has shown the Rigauds that all 
their hard work has been put to good use. 
“We’ve learned that success isn’t measured 
only by membership numbers- it’s measured 
by the relationships we’ve built and the dif-
ference we’ve been able to make in our com-
munity,” said Monica. 

Anytime Fitness is located in Park Square 
at 16144 Churchview Drive in Lithia or visit 
www.anytimefitness.com. 

By Abigail Dumas

ANYTIME FITNESS LITHIA CELEBRATES 
ITS 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
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SHOP
LOCAL

Call us: 813.230.2838
Call Today

Visit Our Website:
www.EdgePoolsFL.com

Family Owned & OperatedLic#: CPC1459497

POOL MAINTENANCE PLANS
Resurfacing * Weekly Maintenance

Repairs * Acid Washes

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

steve@mastergaragedoor.com
mastergaragedoor.com
28 years serving the community 

with only the highest quality 
parts and service.

FREE 
Estimates

on New
Garage Door

Installs

• Residential Garage Doors
• Garage Door Openers
• Broken Springs
• Cables
• Rollers
• Doors off Track

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

“If you need insurance Craig is your guy! He is great and gives you exactly what you want
and always finds the budget you want to stay in. If you’re not satisfied with what you have

he’s always happy to help so that you’re happy!” - S. Farquhar

This proof represents the final printed piece. We are not responsible for grammatical or spelling errors. Please 
review the proof carefully and read all content in its entirety. An affirmative response to this email is considered 
an approval with no changes. If no response is received within 7 business days the ad is considered approved.

ACCOUNT 424591 COURSE BLOOMINGDALE GOLFERS CLUB, FL YARDAGE CARD
SIZE 2” x 1.5” PROOF 2 DESIGNER G/K PROOF DATE 12/02/2025

JUNK REMOVAL 
FOR A CLEAN AMERICA! 

HELPING HOMEOWNERS AND 
BUSINESSES RECLAIM 
THEIR SPACE WITH PRIDE AND 
EFFICIENCY.

Veteran
Owned

Duty Calls 
Hauling LLC

www.dutycallshauling.com | dutycallshauling@gmail.com

941-999-8373

Serving FishHawk & Valrico

Managed IT
Cloud Services
Network Setup

813-563-1000 | Jennifer@RYT.Tech
www.RYTITSolutions.com

710 Oakfield Dr, Suite 220, Brandon, FL 33511

The Right IT for Your Business!

Family Owned & Operated Since 2013

Start your child off strong in Math this school year!

Strong Math. Strong School Year.
Build skills, boost confidence, and love
learning with Mathnasium.

Mathnasium of Brandon
(813) 655-6284

1048 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

School supplies

BSeO�U Uhe oOlZ UhiOHs

UhBU NBZ OeeE

3eGSeshiOH�

School supplies

BSeO�U Uhe oOlZ UhiOHs

UhBU NBZ OeeE
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Commercial & Residential Properties

COASTALVERIFY

__________________________________

__________________________________

________________

VERIFY BEFORE YOU BUY TM

TAMPA BAY PROPERTY
TURNOVER INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM TM

Call 656-222-1706  |  www.coastalverify.com

Risĺ & Gaƺard IdentificationProperty Condition Verification
PĤoto &ocƁmented Reports

KERRIE HOENING
Advertising Sales Manager

Valrico & Corporate Accounts

813-625-1527
Kerrie@OspreyObserver.com

www.OspreyObserver.com

Let me help market
YOUR business.
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David McCullum 
has been volun-
teering for over 12 
years at Blooming-
dale High School 
as a public address 
announcer. He was 
dubbed the ‘Voice 
of Bloomingdale 
Athletics’ by Sara 
Bogue, former as-
sistant principal 
of Athletics at the 
school and now 
Hillsborough Coun-
ty director of ath-
letics for middle 
and high schools.

Bogue nominated McCollum for the 
Dorothy W. Brunson Special Service 
Award, which he was recognized for at 
the Florida Interscholastic Athletic Ad-
ministrators Association’s (FIAAA) 48th 
annual Conference Awards Banquet and 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. The 
event was held at the Embassy Suites by 
Hilton in Orlando on May 3.

“I nominated Dave for his dedication 
and selfless service to Bloomingdale High 
School,” said Bogue. “For more than a de-
cade, he has volunteered countless hours 
supporting our band and color guard, an-
nouncing football, soccer, basketball, flag 
football, track meets and countless other 
events. He is always the first to step in 
when help is needed, often solving prob-
lems behind the scenes to keep events 
running smoothly. Dave has become much 
more than a volunteer — he is the Voice 
of Bloomingdale and an irreplaceable 
part of the Bloomingdale community.”

He was awarded for his years of service 
at multiple sporting events, including soc-
cer, football, flag football and basketball.

“I enjoy announcing the senior nights 
for soccer, football, basketball and girls 
flag football, and the kids are excited 
for me to read o! the scripts they write 
out acknowledging their achievements,” 
said McCollum.

The PA announcer started volunteer-
ing in August 2014 with the girls soccer 
team and announced boys soccer at the 
same time, which he continues to this 
day.

He also announced for varsity football 
from August 2019 to present, girls flag 
football from March 2015 to present, 
junior varsity football from September 
2015 to present and boys and girls bas-
ketball from November 2022 to present. 

McCollum also announced a base-
ball game as a substitute for the main 
announcer in 2024 when asked by the 
head coach.

“I have no favorite sport to announce,” 
said McCollum. “I do it for the student 
athletes, to make a memorable game 
day experience for all who play and at-
tend athletic events at Bloomingdale Se-
nior High School.”

By Nick Nahas

VOICE OF BLOOMINGDALE SPORTS 
RECOGNIZED WITH SERVICE AWARD

David McCollum was awarded for his years of service to multiple sporting 
events, including soccer, football, !ag football and basketball.

The registra-
tion process 
is underway 
for the Tam-
pa Bay Active 
Life Games. 
Organized by 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
County Parks 
& Recreation, 
this annual 
event is held to 
promote physi-
cal and mental 
fitness among 
adults ages 50 
and older in 
the Tampa Bay 
area. 

“Exercise is 
great for the 
body and mind 
and is partic-
ularly important as we age,” said Todd 
Pratt, media relations strategist. 

Over the span of two weeks, par-
ticipants will compete in 17 activities 
through friendly competitions, including 
track and field and pickleball. In addition 
to the games’ longstanding favorites, this 
year’s event introduces two new activi-
ties, team bowling and 3-on-3 basketball. 

“I am really excited to see how the new 
team events run. I love the idea of pro-
moting teamwork and unity among all 
age groups for a common goal. I know 
these team events will also be a great 
way to give our participants a chance to 
make new friends,” said Jackson Cabana, 
an assistant recreation program supervi-
sor. 

The competition’s opening ceremony 
will take place on September 28 at Barks-

dale Senior 
Center. The 
games will 
c o n c l u d e 
with the 
closing cere-
mony on Fri-
day, October 
9, at North-
dale Recre-
ation Center, 
celebrating 
the e!orts 
and achieve-
ments of the 
competitors. 
B e t w e e n 
these dates, 
the individu-
al events will 
take place at 
several loca-
tions across 

the Tampa Bay area. 
In addition to promoting a healthy life-

style in the Tampa Bay area, this event 
also serves as a regional qualifier for 
the Florida Senior Games. This year, the 
Florida Senior Games will happen from 
Saturday, December 5, through Sunday, 
December 13, in Pasco County, uniting 
participants from across the state.

To participate in the games, each com-
petitor is required to pay a $35 registra-
tion fee, which allows access to multiple 
events. Registration is open now and will 
remain open until Monday, September 7, 
for those interested in participating.

To register and learn more about the 
Tampa Bay Active Life Games, visit 
https://hcfl.gov/residents/seniors/recre-
ation-and-meals/tampa-bay-active-life-
games. 

By Emily Harper

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR 45TH 
TAMPA BAY ACTIVE LIFE GAMES

to feel better faster.
When unexpected illness or injury 
strikes, InQuickER helps you take 
control. Request your ER treatment time 
online, wait from the comfort of home 
and get care that fits your schedule — 
day or night.

In a life-threatening medical emergency, 
call 911, do not use InQuickER.

Request your ER arrival time.  
GetInQuickER.com
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Artificial Turf
Landscape & Patio Lighting

16715 FishHawk Blvd16715 FishHawk Blvd
Across from Newsome High SchoolAcross from Newsome High School

Lithia/FishHawkLithia/FishHawk

16715 FishHawk Blvd
Across from Newsome High School

Lithia/FishHawk
store191@pinchapenny.comstore191@pinchapenny.comstore191@pinchapenny.com

813-655-3700813-655-3700813-655-3700

Now OfferingNow Offering  
NEW Pool ConstructionNEW Pool Construction  

Now Offering 
NEW Pool Construction 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION TODAY—

INCLUDES A TOUR OF
POOLS WE’VE BUILT FOR
HOMEOWNERS LIKE YOU

Family Owned & Operated
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Whether some-
one is a former high 
school athlete, a 
weekend basketball 
enthusiast or simply 
looking for a new way 
to stay active, the 
Campo Family YM-
CA’s Adult Basketball 
League o!ers an op-
portunity to get back 
on the court while 
building friendships 
and living a healthier 
lifestyle.

Registration is 
open for the league, 
which welcomes 
adults ages 18 and 
older. The summer season runs from now 
through Thursday, September 17, with 
games played on Wednesday or Thursday 
evenings. Players can register with a full 
team or sign up individually as free agents 
and be placed on a team.

According to Zach Murphy, regional 
sports director for the Tampa YMCA, the 
organization’s commitment to serving the 
community continues to drive its adult 
sports programming.

“We continuously find inspiration through 
our mission to positively impact our com-
munity by providing quality programs which 
build a healthy spirit, mind and body,” said 
Murphy.

The league is designed to provide an en-
joyable experience for participants of every 
skill level. Whether someone played compet-
itively years ago or has never participated in 
an organized basketball league, the YMCA 
strives to create an environment where ev-
eryone feels welcome.

“Adult sports at 
the Y are open to 
all players of dif-
ferent experience 
levels,” said Mur-
phy. “Whether you 
played competitively 
growing up, just like 
to have fun or want 
to try a new sport 
all together, there’s 
a spot for you in our 
leagues.”

Beyond the com-
petition, Murphy said 
the league provides 
valuable opportuni-
ties for participants 
to improve their 

health while strengthening connections 
within the community.

“The main benefits of participating in 
an adult league are to stay fit, make new 
friends, develop existing relationships and 
lead a healthy lifestyle,” said Murphy.

This season, the YMCA expects to field 
20-24 teams across its adult sports o!er-
ings, including the 18-and-older basketball 
league, 35-and-older basketball league and 
adult volleyball league. At the conclusion of 
each season, the top teams compete in a 
playo! tournament, with champions receiv-
ing medals or trophies. Individual basket-
ball players who lead the league in points, 
rebounds and three-pointers are also recog-
nized with special awards.

For anyone considering joining but feeling 
uncertain, Murphy o!ers simple advice.

“There’s only one way to find out if 
you’ll enjoy something, and that’s by diving 
right in,” said Murphy. To learn more, visit         
www.tampaymca.org or call 813-684-1371.

By Olivia Clark

ADULT BASKETBALL LEAGUE AT 
CAMPO YMCA COMBINES FITNESS, 

COMPETITION AND COMMUNITY

Players compete during a previous Campo Family 
YMCA Adult Basketball League game. 

A n g e l 
F o u n d a -
tion FL is 
proud to an-
nounce its 
20th annual 
Evening of 
Hope Gala, 
taking place 
on Friday, 
October 9, 
at The Re-
gent, located at 6437 Watson Rd. in Riv-
erview. This milestone event celebrates 
two decades of compassion, hope and 
community support while raising crit-
ical funds to assist local families facing 
life-threatening illnesses such as cancer 
and other catastrophic events that create 
unexpected financial hardship.

For the past 20 years, Angel Founda-
tion FL has been a beacon of hope for 
families throughout Eastern Hillsborough 
County and the Greater Tampa Bay area. 
Through the generosity of donors, spon-
sors, volunteers and community partners, 
the foundation has provided financial as-
sistance and compassionate support to 
families during some of life’s most di"-
cult moments, ensuring they can focus on 
healing instead of financial stress.

Guests will enjoy an elegant evening 
featuring a gourmet dinner, live enter-
tainment, inspiring stories of hope, ex-
citing live and silent auctions and special 
recognition of the individuals, businesses 
and community partners whose gener-
osity has helped the foundation impact 
countless lives over the past two decades.

“This 20th anniversary is more than a 
celebration of our history — it’s a celebra-
tion of every family we’ve had the privi-
lege to serve and every supporter who 

has made our 
mission pos-
sible,” said 
Liz Brewer, 
CEO of An-
gel Founda-
tion FL and 
founder of 
the Founda-
tion Angel 
Program. “To-
gether, we 

continue to bring hope, healing and fi-
nancial relief to families when they need 
it most. Every ticket purchased, every 
sponsorship secured and every donation 
made helps us continue lifting up families 
in crisis throughout our community.”

Angel Foundation FL extends its sin-
cere gratitude to its presenting sponsor, 
HCA Florida Brandon Hospital, for its 
continued support of the 20th annual 
Evening of Hope Gala.

Proceeds from the Evening of Hope 
Gala directly benefit Angel Foundation 
FL’s programs, allowing the organization 
to continue providing emergency finan-
cial assistance and compassionate sup-
port to families facing life-threatening 
illnesses such as cancer and other cata-
strophic events that place an overwhelm-
ing financial burden on their households.

Tickets and sponsorship opportunities 
are now available. Community members, 
businesses, and organizations are invited 
to join this unforgettable evening of inspi-
ration, celebration and generosity while 
helping ensure Angel Foundation FL can 
continue serving local families for gener-
ations to come.

For more information about Angel 
Foundation FL, visit https://angelfounda-
tionfl.com/.

Sta! Report

ANGEL FOUNDATION CELEBRATES 
20TH EVENING OF HOPE GALA
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Daley & Associates
PrimeMed of Tampa Bay

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness

Andrew Daley, MD 
Internal Medicine

Branded Weight Loss
Compounded Weight Loss
Skin Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation
Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Daley Life & Wellness
Your Road to Wellness Begins Here

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511

Former Conserva-
tive Republican State 
Representative Mike 
Beltran is running for 
Congress District 14 
- a newly configured 
district that includes 
all of South and East 
Hillsborough, includ-
ing Brandon, River-
view, Valrico, Lithia, 
Bloomingdale, Durant, 
Sun City Center, Apollo 
Beach, Ruskin, Wimau-
ma, Balm, Gibsonton, 
Plant City, Dover, and 
Se!ner as well as 
South and West Tampa.

For six years, Beltran served the people 
of Southern and Eastern Hillsborough Coun-
ty as their voice in Tallahassee. Beltran is 
a leader on issues related to the judiciary 
and constitution and is a fierce advocate 
for Hillsborough County.  He was appointed 
by Governors Rick Scott and Ron DeSantis 
to the Judicial Nominating Commission for 
Florida’s Thirteenth Circuit Court in Hillsbor-
ough County.

“I’m running for Congress to fight to de-
fend the Constitution, preserve individual 
liberty, uphold the rule of law and preserve 
the American Dream for my sons’ genera-
tion.” Beltran is Pro-life, Pro-Trump, will be 
tough on violent crime and illegal immigra-
tion, and has promised to pursue a constitu-
tional amendment to redress birth tourism 
and anchor babies. Beltran is endorsed by 
Gun Owners of America, over 20 current or 
former Florida State legislators, including 
Former Senate President Tom Lee, over a 
dozen local o"cials, including Commissioner 
Josh Wostal, over ten former judges or JNC 
members, over ten local Republican Club of-

ficials, four previous can-
didates for FL-14, four 
Trump lawyers, including 
a former Ambassador, 
and many veterans and 
high-ranking o"cers 
and law enforcement 
personnel, including two 
Generals and three Col-
onels.

Beltran is also an Eagle 
Scout and takes pride in 
this formative experi-
ence he had growing up. 
He attended the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and 
graduated in 2005 with 

a B.A. and honors in international relations, 
magna cum laude. He then went on to earn 
his law degree from Harvard Law School 
in 2008 before moving to Florida in 2010, 
where he served as a law clerk to a federal 
district judge.  Beltran has been recognized 
as an Outstanding Young Florida Lawyer.  
He is still a practicing business attorney by 
trade, and he is happily married to his wife, 
Hope. The couple have two young sons, Mi-
chael and Ross.

Beltran is pro-life, pro-Trump and has 
pledged to be tough on violent crime and il-
legal immigration while pursuing a constitu-
tional amendment addressing birth tourism 
and “anchor babies.” He has received more 
than 100 endorsements, including support 
from Gun Owners of America, Florida Family 
Action, the Republican Liberty Caucus, for-
mer Florida Senate President Tom Lee, Hills-
borough County Commissioner Josh Wostal, 
numerous current and former state legisla-
tors, judges, veterans, law enforcement o"-
cials and local Republican leaders.

For more, visit Beltran’s campaign website 
at www.beltranforcongress.com.

MIKE BELTRAN
FLORIDA CONGRESS DISTRICT 14 

Sta! Report

The Brandon 
Riverview Cham-
ber of Com-
merce is proud 
to present the 
2026 Candidate 
Connection, for-
merly known as 
the Hob Nob, on 
Thursday, Au-
gust 6, from 6-8 
p.m. at The Re-
gent, located at 
6437 Watson Rd. 
in Riverview. This 
year’s event, pre-
sented by Curry 
Law Group and 
powered by RSA Consulting Group, will also 
commemorate America’s 250th birthday, 
providing a meaningful opportunity for civic 
engagement while celebrating our nation’s 
history.

Candidate Connection is designed to con-
nect voters with the individuals seeking to 
serve their communities. The event o!ers a 
welcoming, nonpartisan environment where 
attendees can meet candidates, visit sponsor 
and community organization booths, learn 
about local initiatives and public services 
and engage in meaningful conversations 
with neighbors and community leaders.

Guests will enjoy light refreshments 
while networking with local business pro-
fessionals, elected o"cials and residents 
from across Hillsborough County. The event 
encourages informed civic participation by 
providing direct access to candidates repre-
senting a variety of local, county, state and 
federal o"ces.

For attendees seeking a more in-depth 
experience, VIP admission includes early en-
try from 5-6 p.m. and exclusive small-group 

conversations 
with partici-
pating candi-
dates. These 
sessions pro-
vide an oppor-
tunity to hear 
directly from 
c a n d i d ate s 
about their 
visions, priori-
ties and policy 
positions in a 
more personal 
setting.

Candidates 
c u r r e n t l y 
scheduled to 

participate include Sara Peacock, judge can-
didate; Daniela Simic, Hillsborough County 
School Board; Sally Harris Williamson, Hill-
sborough County School Board, District 6; 
Nina McGucken Alvarez, circuit judge; Louie 
Aguila, judge candidate; Bob Henriquez, Hill-
sborough County property appraiser; Josh-
ua Wostal, Hillsborough County Commis-
sion, District 7; Cindy Stuart, Hillsborough 
County Commission, District 7; Stacy Hahn, 
Hillsborough County Commission, District 5 
(countywide); Brittany Lyssy, Hillsborough 
County School Board; Aileen Rodriguez, 
Hillsborough County Commission, District 7; 
Kevin Steele, U.S. Congress; and Bea Valenti, 
U.S. Congress.

Additional candidates may be announced 
prior to the event.

“Candidate Connection is one of our com-
munity’s most important civic engagement 
events,” said Amber Aaron, president and 
CEO of the Brandon Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce. For ticket information and event 
details, visit www.centralhillsboroughcham-
ber.com.

COME MEET YOUR CANDIDATES AT 
THE 2026 CANDIDATE CONNECTION

 MBeltranFL

CUT spending & LOWER costs for Florida families.
BALANCE the budget & CLEAN UP Washington.
FINISH the wall & DEPORT criminals.
SAFEGUARD our Second Amendment rights.
PROTECT innocent life at EVERY stage.
END the woke military agenda & ensure peace through STRENGTH.
KEEP parents - NOT bureaucrats - in control of their child’s education.

 

 

Paid for by 0ike Beltran for Congress

WHERE MIKE BELTRAN
STANDS:

AMERICA FIRST .  
FLORIDA ALWAYS.

"	�����
��#����	��N���         ElectMikeBeltran       MBeltranFL
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GGrreeaatt  GGoollff!!  FFaammiillyy  FFrriieennddllyy!!  WWeellccoommiinngg  AAttmmoosspphheerree!!  

EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  TTHHEE  DDIIFFFFEERREENNCCEE!!  
RRIIVVEERR  HHIILLLLSS  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  CCLLUUBB  offers championship 
golf, great social & dining, Year-round Golf/Tennis 
programming for Adult & Juniors! TTEEXXTT//CCAALLLL  
ttoo  sscchheedduullee  aa  ttoouurr  oorr  aa  tteeee  ttiimmee!!  

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  aanndd  sscchheedduullee  aa  ttoouurr!!  

Bloomingdale Youth Sports Associa-
tion’s (BYSA) 8U Girls All-Star Fastpitch 
Softball team was made up of 13 ath-
letes. These players were selected from 
multiple recreational teams within the 
league to represent BYSA. 

“The best part was watching a group 
of talented players from di!erent teams 
come together so quickly. They put aside 
individual accomplishments, embraced 
their roles, and became one team. Their 
energy, competitiveness, and support 
for one another made coaching them 
an incredible experience,” said Manager 
Bryce Raub, reflecting on the 2026 All-
Star season. 

The All-Star season is short, so it was 
important to capitalize on each prac-
tice the team had together. As the team 
already had individual talent, coaches 
Bryce Raub, Jasmine Denton, Chris Cruz, 
and Charles Hicks, focused on building 
trust between teammates to reach their 
goals together. The team accomplished 
this by emphasizing communication, 
situational defense, quality at-bats, ag-

gressive bas-
erunning, and 
playing confi-
dently. 

“We worked 
on building 
trust and mak-
ing sure the 
girls believed 
in one another. 
They bought 
into the team-
first mind-
set from day 
one, and that 
showed ev-
ery time they 
stepped on the 

field,” said Raub. 
By coming together as a unified team, 

they finished runner-up at the Florida 
Babe Ruth Softball District 10 All-Star 
Tournament. This performance qualified 
them to compete in the state tourna-
ment held in Lake City, Florida. 

At the state tournament, the players 
competed with determination and com-
posure against some of Florida’s stron-
gest U8 All-Star teams, ultimately fin-
ishing third out of 15 teams. 

“This group represented our league 
with tremendous pride, sportsmanship, 
and heart. While we’re proud of what 
they accomplished on the field, we’re 
even more proud of the way they encour-
aged one another, competed with class, 
and created lasting friendships along the 
way. We’d also like to thank our families 
and league for their support throughout 
the All-Star season. Their encourage-
ment and commitment made this experi-
ence possible for these young athletes,” 
said Raub. 

By Emily Harper

INCREDIBLE ALL-STAR SEASON FOR 
BLOOMINGDALE 8U GIRLS FASTPITCH 

The grand opening 
of Florida’s first Bet-
ter Blend location, 
Better Blend Bran-
don, was celebrated 
with fanfare on June 
6. The celebration in-
cluded free smoothie 
bowls for a year for 
the first 25 custom-
ers, half o! smoothie 
bowls for the next 75 
customers, free sam-
ples, a ra"e for a 
food truck event, and 
a grand prize ra"e 
with a total 
value of over 
$1,000.

O w n e r s 
Mike and Hil-
lary Faustini 
are long-time 
residents of Riverview. Hillary was 
born and raised in Brandon. Their rea-
sons for bringing Better Blend to Flor-
ida are two-fold. Mike was searching 
for healthy low sugar, high protein food 
options as he was improving his health. 
Hillary was looking for a meaningful job 
that she could do while raising her kids, 
Skyleigh and Brody, and caring for her 
sister Hope who has Down Syndrome 
and is non-verbal autistic. 

“I was looking for a healthier lifestyle 
and Hillary was looking for a job. We 
found Better Blend and we saw that it 
is a family run business, as well. That 
really resonated with us. We tried their 
products and we fell in love with them,” 
Mike said.

“We have custody of my sister. It’s im-
portant to me to take good care of her.  
When I was looking for a job, Mike was 

like, ‘What can we 
do together that we 
will enjoy?’ That’s 
when we found 
Better Blend,” Hil-
lary said.

Better Blend 
smoothies are made 
with high-quality 
protein, organic 
stevia, zero add-
ed sugar, and 13 
essential vitamins 
and minerals. The 
menu also includes 
acai bowls, protein 

bowls and 
s n a c k s . 
Mike’s cur-
rent favor-
ite menu 
item is the 
Acai Pow-

er Bowl. Hillary’s is the Orange Cream-
sicle Blend.

Better Blend was founded by Issac 
Hamlin in 2018. A college rugby athlete, 
Hamlin was inspired to find a better way 
to fuel his game. He was in Brandon for 
opening weekend. 

“Opening our first Florida location in 
Brandon is incredibly special for us, and 
it makes it even more meaningful to do 
it alongside the family. They genuinely 
care about their community and share 
our belief that small, everyday choices 
can make a big di!erence in people’s 
lives,” Hamlin said.

Better Blend Brandon o!ers cater-
ing, has a food truck for events, and is 
located at 955 E Brandon Blvd, Bran-
don, FL 33511. For more information 
and to see their menu, visit www.bet-
terblend-smoothies-bowls.com.

By Jane Owen

LOCAL FAMILY OPENS FIRST BETTER 
BLEND LOCATION IN FLORIDA

Owners of the new Better Blend in Brandon, 
!e Faustini family (Mike, Hillary, Skyleigh and 

Brody)  on June 6, opening day.



Page 27August  2026 Bloomingdale/FishHawk Edition

Dine Local With Us!Dine L   cal OSPREYOBSERVER.COMOSPREYOBSERVER.COM

Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

ENTIRE
Purchase

ENTIRE Purchase

Take Out & Delivery

La Septima Cafe

Sunflower Cafe
813-65-SUSHI

Dine ,n HBLx
Bote Availa�le For To $o

Hnly valid with
re¤ular menu.

With this coupon. Aust
present �e£ore su�mittin¤
payment. �e£ore taú. Hne
coupon per visit. Bot valid

with other o££ers.

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

Hnly ôalid with re¤ular menu.
With this coupon. Aust

present �e£ore su�mittin¤
payment. Be£ore taú. Hne

coupon per ôisit. Not ôalid with
other o££ers.

Aust present coupon. Not
ôalid with any other discounts.

No cash ôalue.

ĕ0ĘĘĚ Ztellin¤ �r.
Riôerôiew

ƹin the Aission BBU plaĀaƺ

ĕ0ĘĚ0 Ztellin¤ �r.
Riôerôiew

ƹin the Aission BBU plaĀaƺ

ĕĔĖĜĜ Causeway �lvd

1/2 Off

10% OFF

10% OFF LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY

FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95

Happy Hour 
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

813-643-7777

ENTIRE Purchase

with purchase

10% OFF

One FREE
order of
Chips &
Salsa

As an automotive writer, we have seen 
our share of car manufacturing plants. But 
a recent visit to the Hyundai Motor Group 
Metaplant America (HMGMA) in Georgia 
showed us that humans, alongside with 
robots and Autonomous Guided Vehicles 
(AGVs), can work together in a factory set-
ting. This scenario came to fruition at the 
7.5-million-square-foot plant made up of 11 
buildings and set on a 2,900-acre mega site 
in Ellabell, just 20 miles outside Savannah. 

Since opening in October 2024, Hyundai 
plans to build 500,000 vehicles in a year 
at its first dedicated mass-production EV 
plant, a $7.6 billion investment (we are told 
it is the largest economic development proj-
ect in the state’s history). At present, HMG-
MA produces the five-seater IONIQ 5, the 
up to seven-seater IONIQ9 EVs, and the Kia 
Sportage hybrid with plans to produce up to 
10 vehicles. The campus also includes HLB-
MA, a joint venture battery manufacturing 
plant with LG Energy Solution, and five 
a!liates: Hyundai Mobis, Hyundai Glovis, 
Hyundai Transys, Hyundai Steel and Hyund-
ai Material, plus 22 suppliers. On site there 
are several XCIENT heavy-duty hydrogen 
fuel-cell electric trucks that transport vehi-
cle parts. Here are some stats: there will be 
8,500 jobs on-site by 2031; 1,623 employees 
at the metaplant called Meta Pros earning 

average of $58,000 salary; 41-acre ecolog-
ical park with trails/sport fields; 2,000 so-
lar panels covering the parking structures 
generate 5 percent of the plant’s electricity 
needs. Also noteworthy is that 85 percent 
of Meta Pros are from Georgia and of those, 
65 percent from the Greater Savannah area. 

Apart from reducing the carbon footprint, 
Hyundai has been supporting health, safe-
ty and sustainability in Georgia for several 
years. Among the charities the carmaker 
supports are Hope on Wheels, Children’s 

By NITISH S. RELE – motoring!orida@gmail.com
META PROS, ROBOTS WORK IN HARMONY AT HYUNDAI’S GEORGIA EV PLANT 

Hospital of Savannah and Second Harvest 
of Coastal Georgia food bank. 

As Euisun Chung, Executive Chair of 
Hyundai Motor Group, said “HMGMA not 
only represents the Hyundai Motor Group’s 
advanced manufacturing capabilities and 
commitment to innovation, but also our 
investment in relationships with our part-
ners and communities right here in Georgia. 
With the rich history of craftsmanship and 
manufacturing in this community, together 
with the talented workforce at HMGMA 

we are building the future of mobility with 
America, in America.”

Our immersive, hands-on experience of 
the plant began at the 89,000-square-
foot Hyundai Mobility Training Center of 
Georgia, which has been developed and 
operated in partnership with the state. We 
worked on a simulated production line like 
a Meta Pro. Then, we went o" to the plant 
where robots or rather robotic arms do the 
grunt work: weld, stamp and install com-
ponents; and AGVs deliver parts directly to 
workstations while also lifting and trans-
porting completed EVs to parking lots. And 
we cannot overlook those yellow spot dogs 
that conduct autonomous inspections of 
completed cars at the end of the produc-
tion line for delivery to customers via rail. 
Also, Hyundai recently acquired Boston 
Dynamics whose AI-powered humanoid 
robots play a key role.

We also drove the IONIQ9 on a two-mile 
test track, which serves as a quality assur-
ance exam that vehicles built at the plant 
must pass. Then it was o" to Lowcountry 
in the IONIQ9 before ending up with the 
rugged IONIQ 5 XRT, perfect for negotiat-
ing o"-road trails and paths.

For more information on Hyundai, visit 
www.hyundaiusa.com

Photos provided by Hyundai USA & Nitish Rele
Robots, Autonomous Guided Vehicles (AGVs) and Hyundai employees work together on the produc-
tion line at the Hyundai Motor Group Metaplant America in Ellabell, Georgia. !e state-of-the-art, 

$7.6 billion facility produces the all-electric IONIQ 5 and IONIQ 9, along with the Kia Sportage 
hybrid, and is expected to manufacture up to 500,000 vehicles annually while creating thousands of 

jobs. For more information, visit www.hyundaiusa.com.

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservation1st.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. (JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are

unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Let us help take the burden 
of retirement and estate 
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.
813-627-0872
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Community Resource 
Fair In Dover

Residents are invited 
to attend Community Of-
fice Hours hosted by Hills-
borough County Board of 
County Commissioners Vice 
Chair Christine Miller, Dis-
trict 4, on Wednesday, Au-
gust 5, in Dover. Miller has 
brought together repre-
sentatives from numerous 
county departments and 
partner agencies to provide 
residents with direct access 
to information, services and 
resources. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to 
ask questions, learn about 
available programs and 
receive assistance with county-relat-
ed concerns.  The Community Resource 
Fair will be from 5-7 p.m. on August 5, at 
the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds, lo-
cated at 215 Sydney Washer Rd. in Dover.

Sidekicks Family Martial Arts 
Donates To Vitality Respite Care

Sidekicks Family Martial Arts is proud 
to announce the donation of 140 boxes of 
brownie mix to the Vitality Respite Center 
at St. Andrew’s Methodist Church 
in Brandon, continuing its mission 
of developing leaders who make a 
positive impact both on and o! the 
mat.

Students and families from Side-
kicks’ FishHawk Evening Martial 
Arts Campus, FishHawk After 
School Program and Big Bend/
Riverview After School Program 
came together to collect brownie 
mix for the Vitality Respite Cen-
ter, which serves individuals living 
with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia 
and other forms of memory loss.

The collection drive is part of Sidekicks’ 
ongoing commitment to teaching stu-
dents that earning a black belt is about 
much more than developing martial arts 
skills. It is about developing the charac-
ter, compassion and leadership needed to 
make a di!erence in the lives of others. 
To find out more about Sidekicks Family 
Martial arts visit its website at https://
ilovesidekicks.com/.

CARE Bingo Fundraiser
Join Critter Adoption and Rescue 

E!ort (CARE) at Sunset Bar & Grill 
at Little Harbor for a bingo fund-
raiser on Monday, August 10, start-
ing at 7 p.m. Come early to save 
your table, buy your cards and or-
der food and drinks. Reservations 
are recommended for parties of 
six or more, contact Sunset Bar 
& Grill directly at 813-607-2900 

or through 
its website, 
w w w. s u n -
s e t g r i l l f l .
com. Along 
with bingo, 
there will be 
ra"e prizes 
and a 50/50 
d r a w i n g . 
Sunset Bar 
& Grill is 
located at 
602 Bahia 
Del Sol in 
Ruskin.

C h r i s t -
mas  Tree 
& Wreath 
Pre-Sale

N a t i v i t y 
Youth Min-

istry and Mother Seton Council 6724 of 
the Knights of Columbus have launched 
their second annual Christmas Tree & 
Wreath Pre-Sale Fundraiser, with pro-
ceeds benefiting local charities and 
youth programs.

Advance orders are now being ac-
cepted for the better-quality Fraser 
fir Christmas trees and 28-inch deco-
rated wreaths that were popular last 
year. Pickup begins on Black Friday, No-

vember 27, at Nativity Catholic Church’s 
Novemberfest field, located at 705 E. 
Brandon Blvd. in Brandon.

This year’s supply is limited to 205 
trees and 100 wreaths. Orders can be 
placed at www.nativitychristmasstore.
com; customers who order by August 31 
will save $7 on a 6 to 7-foot tree, $8 on 
a 7 to 8-foot tree and $10 on an 8 to 
9-foot tree.

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Resource Fair, 
Bingo Fundraiser 
Wreath Presale & 

More...

at the Sunset Grill at Little Harbor,
��� %ahia 'el Sol, 5usNin, )L �����
at the Sunset Grill at Little Harbor,
��� %ahia 'el Sol, 5usNin, )L �����

50/50 Raffle& Prizes forWinners!

Come early to get your cards, order some food and drinks,
and support your local animal shelter! 

Reservations are recommended for parties of 6 or more.
Please contact Sunset Grill directly.

All proceeds will benefit Critter Adoption and
Rescue Effort (C.A.R.E.) in Ruskin.

Monday, August 10 at 7:00 PMMonday, August 10 at 7:00 PM

Amy Harris will be your host

Parking info at sunsetgrillfl.com Parking info at sunsetgrillfl.com 

The Brandon 
Riverview Cham-
ber of Com-
merce proudly 
celebrated the 
grand opening of 
Lake Michigan 
Credit Union’s 
(LMCU) newest 
branch in Valrico 
with an o#cial 
r ibbon-cutt ing 
ceremony, wel-
coming commu-
nity members, 
chamber leaders 
and local sup-
porters to commemorate the occasion.

LMCU is a member-focused financial 
institution dedicated to helping indi-
viduals, families and businesses achieve 
financial success. Built on a foundation 
of trust and community investment, 
LMCU continues to expand its presence 
throughout Central Florida, now serving 
the Tampa Bay region with 10 branches, 
including its newest location in Valrico.

Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce President Amber Aaron wel-
comed guests and thanked everyone for 
attending the celebration before intro-
ducing Mary Boyd, market leader and 
vice president of LMCU. Boyd expressed 
her appreciation for the warm com-
munity welcome and shared remarks 
about the credit union’s commitment to 
providing exceptional financial services 
while strengthening the communities it 
serves.

Adding to the celebration, Brandon 
Riverview Honorary Mayor and Cham-
ber Ambassador Abe Agosto presented 
a special proclamation o#cially declar-
ing June 23 as LMCU Day, recognizing 

the organization’s dedication to commu-
nity growth, financial empowerment and 
local partnerships.

The new Valrico branch represents 
another milestone in LMCU’s continued 
expansion and reinforces its mission of 
making a positive impact through per-
sonalized financial solutions and mean-
ingful community involvement.The Bran-
don Riverview Chamber of Commerce 
congratulates LMCU on the successful 
opening of its new Valrico branch and 
looks forward to seeing the positive im-
pact the organization will continue to 
make throughout the community.

About Lake Michigan Credit Union
Lake Michigan Credit Union is a 

full-service financial institution open to 
everyone, o!ering personal and business 
banking, mortgages, loans, investments 
and financial services. With a commit-
ment to trust, exceptional member ser-
vice and community engagement, LMCU 
helps individuals, families and business-
es achieve their financial goals while 
investing in stronger local communities.

 Visit www.lmcu.org.

Sta! Report

CHAMBER CELEBRATES GRAND 
OPENING OF LMCU’S NEW BRANCH
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Midday Power Hour Plus
Every Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.

Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bloomingdale
889 East Bloomingdale Avenue, Brandon

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST
CHAMBER MEMBERS!

General Assembly
Meeting

2nd Tuesday of each month.
NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, August 11
at 9:00 a.m.

Voodoo Brewing Co.
3432 FL-60, Valrico

Visit www.ValricoFishHawk.org
813-324-7902

Weekly Networking

Business Growth

Open Seating

Community

Involvement

Presentation &

Member Level

Opportunities

Abundant Air HVAC Services
Women In Trades & Skills (WITS)

Rotary’s Camp Florida
Musick Roofing

JOIN
US!

NEW MEETING LOCATIONS!

As another school year 
begins, there is one conver-
sation every parent should 
have with their child before 
the first bell rings: School 
threats are not a joke. One 
impulsive social media post 
can carry serious legal con-
sequences.

It takes only a few sec-
onds to post a message, 
send a photo or share a 
comment online. What 
some students think is fun-
ny or harmless can trigger 
a massive law 
enforcement 
response, dis-
rupting an 
entire school. 
This behav-
ior can terrify 
students, teachers and the entire com-
munity. In a world where we’ve all seen 
the devastating reality of school shoot-
ings, every threat must be treated as real 
until investigators determine otherwise.

Today’s students communicate through 
countless apps and social media plat-
forms, many of which parents may have 
never heard of. Some kids believe those 
conversations disappear or will never 
be seen by adults. We know that’s not 
true. Threats are often reported by class-
mates, parents or the platforms them-
selves. Once they are, law enforcement 
acts quickly.

At the state attorney’s o!ce, we re-
view these cases carefully, and the 
consequences can be serious. Florida 
law makes it a second-degree felony to 
make a written or electronic threat to 
kill, cause bodily harm, commit a mass 
shooting or carry out an act of terrorism. 

Even when a student 
claims they were ‘just 
kidding,’ they can still 
be arrested, spend 
the night in custody 
and face consequenc-
es that can a"ect 
their future.

These laws exist 
to protect our chil-
dren. Every student 
deserves to feel safe 
walking into a class-
room, and every 
parent deserves the 

peace of 
mind that 
comes with 
k n o w i n g 
threats will 
be taken se-
riously.

Before your child heads back to school, 
remind them that what they post online 
has real-world consequences. One impul-
sive message can change lives in an in-
stant.

And if your child sees a threatening 
post or message, don’t assume someone 
else has reported it. Contact law enforce-
ment immediately or submit a report 
through the FortifyFL app or at https://
getfortifyfl.com/. Speaking up could pre-
vent a tragedy.
!e State Attorney’s O"ce of the 13th Judicial 

circuit encompasses all of Hillsborough County, 
including the cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace 

and Plant City. !e o"ce sta# consists of approx-
imately 320 dedicated public servants including 
130 prosecutors, as well as investigators, victim 
advocates and support sta#. !e o"ce handles 
approximately 50,000 cases every year. To learn 

more about the organization or apply to become 
part of the team, visit www.sao13th.com.

PROTECTING OUR SCHOOLS BEGINS 
WITH ONE CONVERSATION

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

S t r a n d h i l l 
Public is a lo-
cally owned 
restaurant that 
pays tribute to 
traditional Irish 
cuisine and the 
charm of an 
Irish pub. At 
this restaurant, 
you can expect 
great food, ex-
cellent cocktails, 
and warm hospi-
tality while be-
ing surrounded 
by Irish culture. 

Owner Rory 
Martin is origi-
nally from a small 
coastal village 
in northwest 
Ireland called 
Strandhill. During 
his childhood, he 
spent his time 
surfing and learn-
ing the ropes 
of running a pub from his parents. In 
Strandhill, Martin lived above the family 
pub, owned by his parents. He said, “The 
pub was truly an extension of our home.” 

When first moving to the United States, 
Martin worked at some of the busiest bars 
in New York City. Over time, he decided 
to relocate and open a modern-day Irish 
pub in Tampa. Today, Martin’s restaurant 
Strandhill Public honors his Irish roots 
and his hometown Strandhill. 

“I am very proud of what Strandhill 
Public has become. I won the best burger 
which is the Irish whiskey burger. I use 
Creekstone Farm, grass fed beef, Dublin-
er cheddar, caramelized onions, bacon 

and an Irish 
whiskey BBQ 
sauce. I use 
two di"er-
ent styles of 
Irish whiskey 
to make the 
sauce. Paddy’s 
Triple Distilled 
and Connema-
ra Peated Irish 
Whiskey,” said 
Martin, speak-
ing about win-
ning Tampa 
Bay’s No. 1 

Burger. 
In June, 

Strandhill Pub-
lic introduced 
its new brunch 
menu, o"ered 
on Saturdays 
and Sundays. 
This brunch 
menu features 
dishes such as 
the Traditional 

Irish Breakfast, Smash That Breakfast 
Burger, Pistachio Chocolate Torte, along 
with a variety of spritz cocktails. 

In addition to the restaurant’s outstand-
ing food, Strandhill Public has the largest 
selection of Irish whiskey in the state of 
Florida. Also, on Wednesdays guests can 
enjoy half-price bottles of wine. 

Strandhill Public has two locations, one 
in Brandon, located at 10288 Causeway 
Blvd. Tampa, FL 33619, and the other in 
Tampa Heights, located at 309 W. Palm 
Ave. Tampa, FL 33602. 

To learn more about the restaurant and 
view its extensive menu, visit online at 
www.strandhillpublic.com. 

By Emily Harper

AWARD-WINNING STRANDHILL PUBLIC 
INTRODUCES NEW BRUNCH MENU

Strandhill Public owner Rory Martin .
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The Bloomingdale Youth Sports Asso-
ciation’s (BYSA) 12U Xtreme team began 
their spring season in January. Xtreme is 
an advanced softball program that allows 
teams from di!erent facilities in the dis-
trict to compete against each other.  

On May 3, this team, coached by Man-
ager Edgardo Pagán and assistant coach-
es Jamie Radcli!e and Lauren Leto, won 
the Xtreme Championship, finishing an 
undefeated season with a record of 14-0.  

“This wasn’t just a good season. It was 
a special season, and every player, par-
ent, and coach should be proud of what 
we accomplished together,” said Pagán. 

Shortly after the Xtreme season ended, 
the All-Star team was formed and pre-
paring for the District 10 Championships. 
This team was composed of both players 
from the Xtreme team and the recre-
ational team to represent the association.

The athletes spent about four days a 
week practicing at the field. In addition, 
outside of practice, teammates held each 
other accountable by sharing their extra 
work in the team group chat. 

The team’s hard work and determina-
tion paid o! as they won the Florida Babe 
Ruth Softball District 10 Championship in 
Madeira Beach. By securing this win, they 
became the first 12U softball team at 
BYSA to move on to the state tournament 
since 2014. At the state tournament, the 
team won their first two games, but lost 
their final game in single-elimination play. 

Throughout the 26 spring season 
games, the Xtreme team that later 
evolved to the All-Star team had 165 
hits, scored 236 runs, and only allowed 
94 runs. 

“Those numbers don’t happen by acci-
dent. They are the result of hard work, 
commitment, countless hours of prac-
tice, and every player buying into what 
we were trying to accomplish as a team. 
Every hit, every run, every out, and ev-
ery win was earned. But what makes me 
the proudest isn’t just the statistics, it’s 
the heart this team showed all season. 
We competed, supported one another, 
overcame challenges, and never stopped 
fighting,” said Pagán. 

By Emily Harper

BYSA 12U XTREME MAKES HISTORY 
WITH SEASON & DISTRICT TITLE

Attendance Matters 
from Day One.

As we prepare to 
welcome students 
back to school on Mon-
day, August 10, 2026, 
we encourage every 
family to remember 
one important mes-
sage: attendance mat-
ters from the very first 
day.

The start of a new 
school year brings ex-
citement, opportunity, 
and a fresh beginning. 
It is also a critical 
time when stu-
dents estab-
lish routines, 
build relation-
ships with 
teachers and 
c l a s s m a t e s , 
and begin the 
learning that will carry them throughout 
the year.

The first days of school are about 
much more than introductions. Teachers 
set expectations, create positive class-
room cultures, review important proce-
dures, and begin meaningful instruction. 
Students who are present from day one 
are better positioned to feel connected, 
confident, and ready to succeed.

Regular attendance is one of the stron-
gest predictors of academic success. Re-
search consistently shows that students 
who attend school regularly are more 
likely to achieve at higher levels, grad-
uate on time, and be better prepared 
for college, careers, and life beyond the 
classroom.

Families play a vital 
role in helping stu-
dents establish strong 
attendance habits. 
Simple steps such 
as setting consistent 
bedtimes, prepar-
ing school materials 
the night before, and 
planning for on-time 
arrival can help stu-
dents begin each day 
ready to learn. Build-
ing these habits ear-
ly not only supports 
academic success 
today but also helps 

students de-
velop the re-
sponsibility, 
consistency, 
and routines 
that con-
tribute to 
l o n g - t e r m 

success in school and beyond.
This year, we challenge every stu-

dent and family to make attendance a 
priority. Whether your child is starting 
pre-kindergarten, transitioning to mid-
dle or high school, or returning for an-
other year, showing up every day sends 
a powerful message about the impor-
tance of education and the value of ev-
ery learning opportunity.

Together, we can make the 2026–27 
school year a successful one. When stu-
dents are present, engaged, and ready to 
learn, they are better equipped to reach 
their full potential.

We look forward to welcoming stu-
dents back on Monday, August 10, ready 
to learn, connect, and thrive.

ENSURING A STRONG START TO THE 
2026–27 SCHOOL YEAR

By  Superintendent Van Ayres

A Letter From The 

SUPERINTENDENT 
of Hillsborough County Public Schools 

Van Ayres
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Email: 
annmarievaughan 

@verizon.net  
Web: 

annmarievaughan. 
realtor 

 

Over $15 million 
in sales in 2025 

 
RE/MAX 

Hall of Fame, 
Top 1% among  

all agents across 
Tampa Bay  

 
Certified Luxury 
Home Specialist 

 
Newsome High, 
Riverview High 

parent 
 

“I live here. 
I love it here. 

And I sell here 
like no one else!” 

I give free ad space to groups or events that improve our community. Call me with your ideas! — Ann Marie 

FIND YOUR FLORIDA TREASURE IN THE LOST RIVER PRESERVE! This uniquely designed, 
thoughtfully constructed estate delivers advanced amenities inside & out on 2.6 acres of natural, 

waterside privacy still convenient to all the highlights of life around Tampa Bay. Custom-built only 6 
years ago, it's a truly rare blend of quiet retreat & vibrant progress -- tucked beside publicly protected 
lands & waters as well as exclusive community fishing & boating spots, yet packed with extras such 
as rooftop solar panels, 20kWh home battery, propane generator hookup, tankless water heater, EV 
charger, RV parking pad with electric hookup, & a beautiful courtyard pool surrounded by a travertine 
deck. The main residence provides more than 3,170 SF of single-story living with 4 bedrooms & 3.5 
baths, but then there's another 700 SF or so in a climate-controlled fitness room (part of a flexible-
use backyard building) & a front-entry studio apartment. This additional living space is a big benefit 
for extended family, long-term guests, a caregiver, or a home business office. It features a full bath-
room, kitchenette, water heater, washer/dryer connections, pool access, & attached 1-car garage 

separate from the 3-car garage that shares the long driveway. Other highlights include a customized 
fire pit lounge patio with brick wall seats. No CDD here, only a $225 HOA quarterly fee that includes 

community-gated water access, boat storage and recreation land. Offered at $1,700,000. 

YOUR OWN 1/4 ACRE with pool, spa, 
patio, & fire pit privacy-fenced in back 

make this home worth discovering in the 
security-gated section of Riverglen! 

Spread out in 2,700 SF with the Wind-
ward Homes St. George design, which 

offers spacious formal & casual living & 
dining rooms flanked by 4 bedrooms & 3 

baths, then adds bay-windowed exten-
sions to both the owner suite & another 

bedroom. The big pool lanai, with 
screened & roof-sheltered portions for 

all-weather enjoyment, is accessible 
from the suite on one end, a back bath-

room on the other, & through sliders 
from the central family room beside the 
kitchen. No carpet, only tile or wood & 

luxury vinyl plank floors.    $559,900 

COME HOME TO A BEAUTIFUL back-
yard bonus: an extended, screened, roof- 

sheltered lanai & attached patio over-
looking a tree-lined pond with lighted 
fountain! It's the all-day-or-night, all-

weather highlight of this attractive home 
in The Reserve at Pradera! Within sight 
of the neighborhood's resort-style pool 
& recreation center, you’ll enjoy enter-

taining or relaxing privately in an indoor/
outdoor space that helps the home live 

larger than 2,200 SF. Double sliders 
provide access from an open-design 
interior featuring rear living & dining 

rooms, a central kitchen with sprawling 
island, plus 2 suites among its total 4 

bedrooms & 3 baths. Tile, stone, wood, 
crown molding & other extras.  $435,000 

Do you know almost half of Hillsborough’s 220,000 students can’t afford lunch, 
let alone the basics that others bring to school? Can you imagine the daily diffi-
culties that creates in a classroom? Can you spare just a few dollars for pencils, 
folders, backpacks and other items these kids need? Please help before school 
resumes Monday, August 10! Learn more at EducationFoundation.com, home of 
the nonprofit Hillsborough Education Foundation. Thank you! 



Page 32 Bloomingdale/FishHawk Edition Volume 25, Issue 8

Final Opportunity in
Lake Toscana

Now                   left.
$50,000 off your

design selections*
1/2 acre lots, semi-custom

homes, lake or conservation
views on every lot

813-934-2206
Visit Our Model Home

5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598

ONLY 4

NOW
����
N�
NOW
����
N�

Discover carefree living in our
welcoming 55+ apartment
community. Enjoy spacious
homes, modern conveniences,
and a friendly atmosphere where
neighbors become friends. With
beautifully maintained grounds
and a location close to

813-934-2204 | leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com
1&2 Bedroom          Water & Wifi Included          In Unit Washer/Dryer

xodels �ȵen

shopping and dining. It is
the perfect blend of
comfort, independence,
and connection.
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At the Y, youth, teens, and adults 
learn to swim in a safe, supportive 
environment with nationally 
certified instructors. Our lessons 
build confidence, teach life-saving 
water safety skills, and encourage 
a lifetime of healthy activity.

STRONG  
SWIMMERS
CONFIDENT  
KIDS

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA  
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON 
FAMILY YMCA  
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA 
AT BIG BEND ROAD   

813.228.9622
YMCA CAMP CRISTINA  

813.677.8400

SIGN UP TODAY  
FOR  SWIM LESSONS!

tampaymca.org

Vote Brittany Lyssy 
For Hillsborough 
County School 
Board On August 18

Brittany Lyssy is ask-
ing Hillsborough County 
voters for their support 
on Tuesday, August 18, 
as she campaigns for 
the Hillsborough Coun-
ty School Board. A 
mother of three, attor-
ney and public policy professional, Lyssy is 
committed to strengthening reading and 
math, supporting and retaining excellent 
teachers, respecting parents’ educational 
choices and ensuring responsible steward-
ship of taxpayer dollars. She believes ev-
ery child deserves a quality education and 
the opportunity to graduate prepared for 
college, career and technical education, 
military service or the workforce. Learn 
more and support Brittany Lyssy by cast-
ing your vote on August 18.

Chill Cawfee & Quig’s Kava 
Lounge Moves From Valrico To 
FishHawk

Chill Cawfee & Quig’s 
Kava Lounge is a fam-
ily-owned community 
gathering place designed 
to bring people together 
throughout the day. In the 
morning, guests can enjoy 
handcrafted co!ee, espres-
so drinks and a welcoming 

cafe atmosphere. As the day 
transitions into evening, Quig’s 
Kava Lounge provides a relax-
ing, alcohol-free social envi-
ronment featuring premium 
kava beverages, community 
events and entertainment. Its 
goal is to create a place where 
friends, families, professionals, 
entrepreneurs and neighbors 
can connect, work, relax and 
build relationships. Whether 

you’re looking for your morning co!ee or 
a comfortable place to meet friends, enjoy 
live entertainment, participate in commu-
nity events or simply unwind after a long 
day, Chill Cawfee & Quig’s Kava Lounge 
o!ers a unique experience that combines 
hospitality, wellness and community un-
der one roof.

Chill Cawfee is now located at 16741 
FishHawk Blvd. in Lithia after moving 
from its Valrico location. For additional 
information, visit its websites at https://
chillcawfee.com/ and https://quigska-
valounge.com/.

Karma Yoga & Fitness
Amanda Vogt proudly acquired 

Karma Yoga & Fit-
ness in July 2025 and 
has continued to grow 
the studio’s vision of 
health, wellness and 
community. This April, 
she expanded with the 
opening of a second lo-
cation, Karma Fitness, 

located just one block away 
at 13224 Boyette Rd. in Riv-
erview. The expansion has 
allowed Karma to o!er even 
more ways to move, includ-
ing additional yoga classes, 
Pilates, barre, weight train-
ing, cycle classes, boxing, 
step and more. A newly ex-
panded boutique shop also 
provides apparel, accesso-
ries and wellness essentials 
for members and guests. With two loca-
tions under one brand, clients can enjoy a 
complete wellness experience while stay-
ing connected to the supportive communi-
ty that makes Karma so special.

To find out more about what is o!ered, 
visit its website at www.karmayogafit-
ness.com.
Meetup Group Cruise 

Whether you’re single, traveling solo, a 
couple, or coming with friends, this is a fan-
tastic opportunity to enjoy an incredible 
Caribbean vacation while meeting great 
people along the way. Travel advisor Mat-

t h e w 
G o r d o n 
of Cruise 
Planners - 
V e n t u r e 
Out Vaca-
tion has se-
cured spe-
cial group 
pricing and 
b l o c k e d 
s t a t e -

rooms just for Meet-
up members. This is a 
seven-night roundtrip 
Western Caribbe-
an cruise from Sat-
urday, October 17, 
through Saturday, 
October 24, starting 
from Tampa. Ports of 
call include Key West; 
Roatán, Honduras; 
Belize City, Belize; 

and Cozumel, Mexico. Plus, there are two 
relaxing days at sea to enjoy everything 
the spectacular Margaritaville at Sea Is-
lander has to o!er.

For more information or to book this 
cruise, please visit www.ventureoutvaca-
tion.com or call 717-856-2646.

Expedited Real Estate Solutions 
For Tampa Homeowners

As the Tampa housing market continues 
to evolve, homeowners seeking e"cient 
and reliable ways to divest their properties 
have a new resource. Sell House Fast Flor-
ida has o"cially highlighted its spe-
cialized services for those needing 
to sell a house fast in the Tampa area.

“Our goal is to provide a straightforward 
and transparent process for homeowners 
who value their time,” said Ernesto Cart-
iera, CEO of Sell House Fast Florida. “By 
simplifying the transaction, we allow Tam-
pa residents to move forward with their 
lives without the stress of open houses or 
property repairs.”

Visit https://sellhousefastflorida.com.

Bloomingdale/FishHawk August 2026 Vol. 25, Iss. 8
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1320 Oakfield Drive  //  Brandon, FL 33511 
813-607-6880  //  Sales@ambiancebrandon.com 
AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

Creating the Best Day Possible™

Available both in person and virtually.
AMBIANCE AT BRANDON 

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511

THIRD TUESDAY OF  
EVERY MONTH AT 6:30 PM
FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF  

EVERY MONTH AT 2:00 PM

Questions?  
Please call Jill at 813-607-6880.

At Ambiance at Brandon, we understand the journey of caring for a loved one 
with memory loss—and the importance of having support along the way.

We o!er Dementia & Alzheimer’s Support Groups for care partners and 
families in our community, providing connection, encouragement, 
education, and understanding in a compassionate environment focused 
on Creating the Best Day Possible.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

Scan the QR code  
to visit our Events 

Page to learn more 
about upcoming 

support groups and 
community events.

Join us for our  
Alzheimer’s Support Group for Caregivers

As you well know, gardeners love re-
ceiving and gifting plants. There are sev-
eral grasses you may want to consider. 
These include cordgrass, muhly grass, lo-
vegrass, sea oats and wiregrass. 

There are five native species of 
cordgrass (Spartina spp.) in Florida. Sand 
cordgrass is typical for landscapes. This 
plant should be installed in a large space 
where it can create a screen or hedge. It 
can be used at the back of a landscape 
bed with shorter plants in front. The flow-
ering stalks are very attractive. Cordgrass 
can be di!cult to maintain if used in a 
small area. Seed heads blow in the breeze 
and reseed.

Muhly grasses (Muhlenbergia spp.) are 
mostly used to accent home and com-
mercial landscapes in addition to road-
way median strips. Hairawn muhly grass 
(Muhlenbergia capillaris) is adaptable to 

nearly any land-
scape, is salt 
tolerant and 
flowers more 
when planted in 
a good amount 
of sunshine. 
This should be 
planted at the 
back of the 
landscape bed.

L o v e g r a s s 
( E r a g r o s t i s 
spp.) consists 
of 11 species 
and is consid-
ered native to 
Florida. This 
genus includes 
annuals and 

perennials. Both produce significant num-
bers of seeds from spring through fall. 
This plant generally exists in open sunny 
areas. Prune after flowering is over, and 
save or gift the seeds to others.

Sea oats (Uniola paniculata). This is a 
salt-tolerant grass throughout our state. 
The plant stabilizes beach dunes using 
roots and runners and is federally pro-
tected. It cannot be disturbed or seeds 
collected without a permit. Sea oats can 
reach a height of 6 feet. 

Wiregrasses (Aristida spp.) There are 
18 di"erent species of wiregrasses in 
Florida. Some are distinctive, but many 
are not. They are everywhere in Florida 
because it is adaptable to growing con-
ditions and is generally available at native 
nurseries.

Contact labarber@ufl.edu  

GET THE DIRT:
GRASSES AS GIFT IDEAS 

FOR GARDENERS 
BY LYNN BARBER, URBAN HORTICULTURE AGENT

Craig Beck-
inger, founder 
and CEO of An 
ABC Event Inc., 
has been named 
the 2026 Blood 
Cancer United 
AllStar Visionary 
of the Year after 
leading a 10week 
campaign that 
raised more than 
$180,000 for 
blood cancer re-
search and patient support. For Beckinger, 
a blood cancer survivor, the achievement 
carries deep personal meaning.

“Raising more than $180,000 means far 
more to me than reaching a fundraising 
goal,” he said. “As a blood cancer survivor, 
every dollar represents hope for someone 
hearing the words, ‘You have cancer.’”

Beckinger dedicated the campaign to the 
memory of Jill Jofko, his manager during his 
2023 Visionary campaign. “Because of our 
community’s generosity, we have the oppor-
tunity to link a Blood Cancer United-funded 
research portfolio in her memory,” he said. 
“Knowing her legacy will continue helping 
future patients is one of the greatest gifts 
this campaign could have given.”

His path to becoming a Visionary began 
years earlier. Beckinger said it started at a 
South Tampa Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon where he first heard about the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society’s work and knew 
immediately that he wanted to be involved.

In 2023, and with an incredible team 
Beckinger raised more than $157,000. Be-
ing invited back as an All-Star in 2026 gave 
him another opportunity to serve, and to-
gether with the community, he raised more 
than $180,000. In total, Beckinger raised an 
amazing $337,000  across two campaigns.

“If there’s one thing I’m most proud of, it’s 
not the amount we raised—it’s the hope we 
created together,” said Beckinger. 

Beckinger’s 2026 campaign featured a 
series of community events, from fashion 
shows and bingo fundraisers to ra#es and 
popups. “Every event reached a di"erent au-
dience and brought new people into the mis-
sion,” he said. The Grand Finale drew more 
than 300 attendees. “Looking around the 
room, I was overwhelmed with gratitude. 
Together, we didn’t just raise money—we 
raised hope.”

The campaign’s intensity was one of its 
biggest challenges. “There simply weren’t 
enough hours in the day,” he said. Still, he 
learned that “people genuinely want to help 
when they’re given the opportunity.”

Beckinger credits innovation and partner-
ships for the campaign’s success. “We fo-
cused on creating experiences that inspired 
participation,” he said. “Innovation isn’t just 
about finding new ways to raise money—it’s 
about finding new ways to inspire people to 
care.”

He said he measures success by impact, 
not titles. “You don’t have to change the 
whole world—you just have to change 
someone’s world,” said Beckinger. “That’s 
how I want to live my life – making a di"er-
ence, one person at a time.” 

By Kelly Wise Valdes

CRAIG BECKINGER RAISES $180K TO 
BECOME VISIONARY OF THE YEAR
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Promises matter. For the 
men and women of the Unit-
ed States Special Forces, a 
promise made to a trusted ally 
is more than words. It is a sa-
cred commitment. Few events 
in recent American military 
history tested that commit-
ment more severely than the 
chaotic final days of the Af-
ghanistan withdrawal in Au-
gust 2021.

On Friday and Saturday, Au-
gust 28 and 29, the Special 
Forces Association Chapter 
LX will bring that story to life 
by hosting three performanc-
es of the acclaimed stage pro-
duction 11 Days: The Story of 
Operation Pineapple Express 
at the Team House Tampa, lo-
cated at 6207 S. Dale Mabry 
Hwy. One performance will be 
held Friday evening, followed 
by two performances on Sat-
urday, including a special mat-
inee designed especially for veterans 
and military audiences.

The Story Behind The Play
Written and performed by retired 

Green Beret Lt. Col. Scott Mann, 11 Days 
is based on his New York Times bestsell-
ing book, Operation Pineapple Express. 
The production tells the true story of the 
extraordinary volunteer rescue e!ort 
undertaken by Special Operations veter-
ans, intelligence professionals, civilians 
and Afghan partners during the final 11 
days before Kabul fell to the Taliban. 

Working from living rooms, kitchens 
and makeshift command centers across 
America, these volunteers coordinated 
around the clock to rescue Afghan com-
mandos, interpreters and families who 
had faithfully served alongside Ameri-

can forces and now faced almost certain 
death.

The play is not political. It is deeply 
personal. It explores courage under im-
possible circumstances, the burden of 
leadership, the bonds forged in combat 
and the lifelong responsibility many vet-
erans feel toward those with whom they 
served. Rather than debating policy, it 
tells the human story of promises kept 
despite overwhelming odds. 

Following each performance, audienc-
es will have an opportunity to partici-
pate in a discussion with members of the 
production team and veterans, providing 
additional insight into both the events 
themselves and their lasting impact. 

Why Chapter LX Is Hosting This Event
The Special Forces Association ex-

ists to preserve the heritage, values 

By David L. Miller
‘11 DAYS’ BRINGS OPERATION PINEAPPLE EXPRESS TO TAMPA STAGE

and brotherhood of the Green Beret 
community while supporting veterans, 
active-duty Special Forces soldiers and 
their families.

Chapter LX has long believed that 
preserving history is one of its most 
important responsibilities. Future gen-
erations deserve to understand not only 
what America’s Special Forces accom-
plished on distant battlefields, but also 
the character, loyalty and sacrifice that 
define those who wear the Green Beret. 
Hosting 11 Days fulfills that mission.

The play reminds us that military 
service does not always end when the 
mission o"cially concludes. For many 
veterans, the commitment to those they 
served beside continues long after the 
headlines fade.

More Than a Military Story

Although veterans will recognize 
many of the emotions portrayed on 
stage, this production is equally im-
portant for civilians.

Most Americans know only frag-
ments of what occurred during the 
final evacuation from Afghanistan. 
News reports captured the crowds, 
the uncertainty and the tragedy at 
Abbey Gate, but they could not ful-
ly convey the courage, heartbreak 
and determination of those working 
desperately behind the scenes to 
save lives.

This performance o!ers audienc-
es an opportunity to experience 
those events through the voices of 
the people who lived them.

It also serves as a bridge be-
tween the military and civilian com-
munities. By hearing these stories 
firsthand, citizens gain a deeper 
appreciation for the cost of service 
and the enduring bonds that exist 
between American soldiers and the 
allies who stood beside them.

An Evening Worth Experiencing
Whether you served in uniform, have 

family members who did or simply wish 
to better understand one of the defining 
moments of recent American history, 11 
Days: The Story of Operation Pineapple 
Express is an unforgettable experience.

Some stories entertain. Others edu-
cate. The best stories remind us who we 
are. This is one of those stories.

Seats are expected to fill quickly. Re-
serve your tickets early and join the Spe-
cial Forces Association Chapter LX for 
this remarkable presentation of courage, 
loyalty, sacrifice and hope.

Performances are at 7 p.m. on August 
28 and 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on August 29. 
For ticket purchases, visit https://tf-
pineapple.org/events/.

A Story That America Needs to Hear Comes to Tampa: 
"11 Days: The Story of Operation Pineapple Express" 

by David L. Miller 
 

 
 
Promises matter. For the men and women of the United States Special Forces, a 
promise made to a trusted ally is more than words. It is a sacred commitment. 
Few events in recent American military history tested that commitment more 
severely than the chaotic final days of the Afghanistan withdrawal in August 
2021. 
 
On August 28 and 29, 2026, the Special Forces Association Chapter LX will bring 
that story to life by hosting three performances of the acclaimed stage 
production "11 Days: The Story of Operation Pineapple Express" at the Team 
House in Tampa, 6207 S. Dale Mabry Highway Tampa, FL 33611. One 
performance will be held Friday evening, followed by two performances on 
Saturday, including a special matinee designed especially for veterans and 
military audiences. 
 

DISCOVER LION & HYENA RIDGE—
AND A YEAR OF WILD ADVENTURES
WITH A BUSCH GARDENS ANNUAL PASS. Scan here to purchase
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ECHO (Emergency Care 
Help Organization) is proud 
to announce Iris S. Thur-
man as its new CEO, mark-
ing an exciting new chapter 
for the organization while 
rea!rming its unwavering 
commitment to serving 
neighbors in crisis through-
out Eastern Hillsborough 
County.

As ECHO continues nav-
igating change and con-
tinuing support, the orga-
nization’s mission remains 
unchanged. For nearly four 
decades, ECHO has provid-
ed emergency food, clothing and life-stabi-
lizing resources while helping individuals and 
families Bridge the Gap Between Crisis and 
Stability. Under Thurman’s leadership, ECHO 
will continue building on this strong founda-
tion by expanding community partnerships, 
strengthening programs and increasing its 
impact for the thousands of neighbors who 
rely on its services each year.

“ECHO’s mission has always been about 
people,” said Thurman. “I am honored to 
lead an organization that has served our 
community for nearly 40 years. Together 
with our dedicated sta", volunteers, donors 
and community partners, we will continue 
empowering neighbors in crisis by providing 
hope, resources and pathways to long-term 
stability.”

An accomplished nonprofit executive, 
author, certified professional life coach, mo-
tivational speaker and founder, Thurman 
is dedicated to transforming lives through 
strategic leadership, emotional wellness and 
community impact.

A native of Miami, Thurman relocated 
to Tampa at the age of 10 with her moth-
er and three siblings. As a divorced mother 

of four adult sons, she 
earned both a Bachelor 
of Arts in business man-
agement and a Master 
of Business Adminis-
tration in health care 
management from the 
University of Phoenix, 
demonstrating the re-
silience and determi-
nation that continue to 
define her leadership.

As chief executive of-
ficer of ECHO, Thurman 
leads the organization’s 
mission of empower-
ing neighbors in crisis 

by providing emergency assistance and 
pathways to long-term stability for families 
throughout Hillsborough County. Her leader-
ship focuses on strategic growth, commu-
nity partnerships, organizational excellence 
and expanding ECHO’s impact across the 
region.

In addition to her role at ECHO, Thurman 
is the founder of Urlinked Enterprises, LLC, 
doing business as IS Transformation Coach-
ing, and Urlinked Charities Inc., home of the 
I AM ME Movement. Through these organi-
zations, she equips individuals with the tools, 
resources and mindset needed to heal, grow 
and thrive. Her work spans emotional well-
ness, leadership development, youth em-
powerment, community engagement and 
transformational coaching.

While ECHO enters a new season of 
leadership, its promise to the community 
remains steadfast. Yesterday, today and to-
morrow, ECHO will continue to provide com-
passionate support, essential resources and 
opportunities that help families move from 
crisis toward long-term stability.

For more information, visit the website at 
www.echofl.org.

Sta! Report

ECHO WELCOMES IRIS S. THURMAN 
AS NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

 Iris S. !urman

Avelo Air-
lines today an-
nounced four 
new routes 
from its Central 
Florida airports 
to Charlotte/
Concord, North 
Carolina, and Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. Ave-
lo is the only airline o"ering nonstop ser-
vice on these routes.

Avelo will operate these routes using 
Boeing Next-Generation 737 aircraft. 
These exclusive routes expand Avelo’s af-
fordable, convenient and industry-leading 
reliable air service introduced to Central 
Florida in November 2021. Travelers can 
book at www.aveloair.com.

Avelo Airlines Founder and CEO Andrew 
Levy said, “We’re excited to make it easier 
than ever for Florida travelers to experi-
ence everything the Charlotte region and 
Aguadilla have to o"er with these new 
nonstop routes. Whether it’s exploring the 
Queen City’s vibrant food scene, growing 
business community or nearby mountain 
getaways, these routes provide a conve-
nient and a"ordable way to visit one of 
the Southeast’s fastest-growing destina-
tions. At the same time, our new service 
from Lakeland to Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, 
gives Florida travelers another seamless 
option for reaching the Caribbean. To-
gether, these new routes expand access, 
increase flexibility and continue our com-
mitment to delivering low fares and a 
smooth, reliable travel experience.”

Flight Dates and Frequency Informa-
tion

Charlotte/Concord, North Carolina, via 
Concord-Padgett Regional Airport (USA) 
to:

• Orlando via Orlando International 
Airport (MCO) begins on Wednesday, 

November 18, 
with service 
four days per 
week on Mon-
days, Wednes-
days, Fridays 
and Satur-
days.

• Fort Myers via Southwest Florida 
International Airport (RSW) begins on 
Thursday, November 19, with twice-week-
ly service on Thursdays and Sundays.

• Tampa via Tampa International Air-
port (TPA) begins on Friday, November 
20, with twice-weekly service on Mon-
days and Fridays.

Lakeland via Lakeland International 
Airport (LAL) to Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, 
via Rafael Hernández Airport (BQN) be-
gins on Wednesday, November 18, with 
twice-weekly service on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.

For more information, visit www.ave-
loair.com.

Avelo Airlines operates a major com-
mercial base out of LAL, providing bud-
get-friendly, nonstop flights connecting 
Central Florida to multiple destinations 
across the United States. As the exclu-
sive commercial carrier at LAL, the air-
line provides a lower-stress alternative to 
the crowded nearby hubs in Tampa and 
Orlando. LAL Avelo o"ers point-to-point, 
nonstop service between LAL and sever-
al key cities: Atlanta, GA (ATL); Boston/
Manchester, NH (MHT); Charlotte/Con-
cord, NC (USA); Detroit, MI (DTW); Grand 
Rapids, MI (GRR); Nashville, TN (BNA); 
New Haven, CT (HVN); New York/Long 
Island, NY (ISP); Philadelphia, PA/Wilm-
ington, DE (ILG); and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico (SJU). Avelo is located at Lakeland 
Linder International Airport at 3900 Don 
Emerson Dr. in Lakeland.

Sta! Report

AVELO AIRLINES ANNOUNCES FOUR 
NEW NONSTOP ROUTES
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The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce proudly celebrated the grand opening 
of the new MacBeth & Cheese Playhouse, 
marking an exciting new chapter for Bran-
don Performing Arts Inc. and the local arts 
community.

Chamber members, community leaders, 
supporters and guests gathered to celebrate 
the opening of the organization’s expanded 
performance space, which will serve as a 
hub for live theater, entertainment and com-
munity engagement in the Brandon area.

Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce President Amber Aaron welcomed 
attendees and thanked everyone for joining 
the celebration before introducing MacBeth 
& Cheese Playhouse co-founders Camille 
‘C.J.’ Hashem and Amy Windle. Hashem 
shared the organization’s vision for its new 
home, emphasizing its commitment to cre-
ating immersive, accessible and memorable 
live theater experiences while expanding 
opportunities for local performers and audi-
ences to connect through the arts.

Honorary Mayor of Brandon Riverview 
and Brandon Riverview Chamber Ambas-
sador Abe Agosto of United Direct Lending 
presented a special proclamation o!cially 
declaring June 24 as MacBeth & Cheese 
Playhouse Day, recognizing the organiza-
tion’s contributions to the local arts and cul-

tural community.
Brandon Per-

forming Arts 
Inc., doing busi-
ness as Mac-
Beth & Cheese 
Playhouse, is 
an all-volunteer 
community the-
ater dedicated to 
producing bold, 
engaging stage 
performances 

throughout the Tampa Bay area. Known for 
psychological thrillers, classic productions 
and original adaptations, the organization 
creates theatrical experiences designed to 
immerse audiences in every performance.

The newly opened venue represents an 
exciting expansion for the organization and 
will o"er far more than live theater. In ad-
dition to stage productions, the space will 
host comedy shows, open-mic nights, act-
ing classes, special events and other com-
munity-centered programming, creating an 
inclusive environment where creativity and 
connection can thrive.

“The arts play an important role in bring-
ing communities together,” said Aaron. “We 
are proud to celebrate MacBeth & Cheese 
Playhouse as they expand their impact in 
our community. Their passion for story-
telling, creativity and creating meaningful 
experiences enriches the quality of life for 
residents throughout the Tampa Bay area.”

For more information about MacBeth & 
Cheese Playhouse, upcoming performanc-
es, and community events, visit its website 
at https://macbethandcheese.com/ or fol-
low it on social media. The playhouse is lo-
cated at 225 E. Brandon Blvd. in Brandon 
and is building a calendar including com-
edy, plays and classes for the performing 
arts community.

By Srishti Tripathi

GRAND OPENING OF NEW 
MACBETH & CHEESE PLAYHOUSE 

The Village Players theater is bring-
ing audiences back to the kingdom this 
August with The Not-So-True Story of 
Cinderella, Part 2, a comedic sequel that 
proves happily ever after is often just 
the beginning of the trouble.

Directed by Domin Pazo, the produc-
tion continues the 2023 story after the 
glass slipper fit and the ball was a hit. 
Cinderella may have found her prince, 
but trouble has a way of finding her. As 
new royal problems emerge and villains 
begin causing chaos, the kingdom dis-
covers that happily ever after may re-
quire a lot more work than expected.

Newcomers are welcome to the king-
dom’s latest adventure, as the story 
stands on its own. Filled with o"beat 
humor, unexpected twists and plenty of 
royal drama, the show delivers anoth-
er round of fairy-tale fun with a PG-13 

edge.
“The audience really em-

braced the humor and energy 
of the first show,” said Pazo. 
“We wanted to build on that by 
bringing back the characters 
people loved while raising the 
absurdity and the fun.”

Performances will take place 
at the historic James McCabe 
Theater, located at 506 N. Fifth 
St. in Valrico. Built in 1915 and 
listed on Hillsborough County’s 
Registry of Historic Places, the 
theater serves as the home of 
The Village Players and provides 
a unique setting for live commu-
nity theater.

Performance dates:
• Evening performances at 8 

p.m. on Friday and Saturday, Au-
gust 7-8, 14-15 and 21-22.

• Matinee performances at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 9 and 16.

Doors open at least 30 minutes before 
curtain.

Ticket Information
General admission tickets are $23. Se-

niors, students and military personnel 
receive discounted admission at $20. 
Tickets are available through TicketLeap 
at https://thevillageplayersvalrico.com/. 
For additional ticket information or box 
o!ce inquiries, call 813-480-3147.

About The Village Players
The Village Players is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) community theater based in 
Valrico. The organization trains, rehears-
es and performs at the historic James 
McCabe Theater, a building constructed 
in 1915 and listed on the county’s Regis-
try of Historic Places.

By Erin Taylor

THE VILLAGE PLAYERS BRING 
BACK THE NOT-SO-TRUE STORY OF  
CINDERELLA FOR FUNNY SEQUEL
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MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES 
UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour
Tuesday, Aug 4 | Sunday, Aug 16

Monday, Aug 24

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, August 8 | Saturday, Aug 22

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, Aug 20

Breastfeeding 101
(Virtual)

Tuesday, August 4

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

844.630.5295

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn

more & register

#AFLithiaFit

Cancel
ed

LITHIA

Anytime Fitness Lithia! 
Kids are back in school

TIME FOR SELF CARE

Fall back into a fitness routine 
here at 

ANYTIME FITNESS LITHIA

We are the only Full service 
24/7 facility inside of the 

FishHawk Community

Full-Service Facility!

Highly 
Rated Club

https://www.anytimefitness.com/schedule-an-appointment-online/?club=4090

The Easter-
seals School for 
Limitless Learn-
ing is hosting its 
summer program 
designed for 
young neurodi-
verse learners 
and those with 
other disabilities 
in kindergarten 
through second 
grade.

The hands-on experience provides inter-
active STEAM-related (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, mathematics) activities 
for children to learn and grow in an inclusive, 
supportive environment.

Easterseals Florida has served individuals 
from all walks of life with all kinds of disabil-
ities across Florida since 1948. This includes 
services such as workforce development, 
early intervention, autism services, mental 
health services and recreation and camps. 
The school, located in the Bloomingdale 
area, was founded in 2024.

Easterseals School for Limitless Learn-
ing’s school administrator, Dr. Janine Stew-
art, heads both the school and the summer 
camp programs.

“The summer program was created in 
response to the need for meaningful, struc-
tured activities during the summer for spe-
cial needs children,” Dr. Stewart said.

According to Dr. Stewart, Hillsborough 
county faces a growing need for specialized 
education services, with 35,000 students, or 
15 percent of the county population, needing 
individualized education programs.

“We believe every child deserves mean-
ingful access to STEAM experiences, and we 
provide the individualized supports to help 
each camper succeed,” Dr. Stewart said.

The program 
currently has 22 
campers, but Dr. 
Stewart and the 
school have plans 
to expand the sum-
mer program to 
hopefully accom-
modate more stu-
dents in the future.

Activities for the 
camp are thought 

fully planned out with the support for each 
child’s various needs. It is designed to fos-
ter an environment in which the children 
feel safe, understood and successful. Some 
activities at the camp include sensory activ-
ities, themed crafts, STEM exploration, mu-
sic and movement, story time, outdoor play, 
gross motor activities and imaginative play.

The most beloved tradition at camp are 
the Friday Water Days, where campers end 
their week with water-related festivities 
such as sensory friendly water play, sprin-
klers, splash activities and outdoor fun.

“Because our campers are neurodiverse, 
every child has di!erent interests and sen-
sory preferences. Some love messy sensory 
play, while others enjoy movement activities, 
music, building, or hands-on exploration,” Dr. 
Stewart said. “We intentionally o!er a va-
riety of sensory rich experiences, so every 
camper has opportunities to engage in ac-
tivities they enjoy.”

Easterseals School for Limitless Learning 
is currently enrolling for its Early Learning 
and Lower Elementary programs.

To learn more or to schedule a tour, visit 
https://florida.easterseals.com/ or contact 
Dr. Stewart at jstewart@esfl.org or 813-
236-5589. Easterseals School for Limit-
less Learning is located in Valrico at 2460 
Bloomingdale Ave., Ste. 170.

By Chloe Wagner

EASTERSEALS HOSTS INCLUSIVE 
SUMMER CAMP FOR YOUNG LEARNERS

Glory Days Grill 
& Sports House of 
Brandon is the per-
fect gathering spot 
with a fun atmo-
sphere and fresh, 
made-in-house food 
for everyone, 
such as di!er-
ent jumbo chick-
en wing styles 
with endless 
flavorful sauc-
es, hand-crafted 
burgers, fan-fa-
vorite entrees 
like its Fabulous 
Fish Fry and 
l i m i t e d - t i m e 
seasonal o!er-
ings — all at 
a value that’ll 
leave you feeling victorious.

“We just celebrated our 30th anni-
versary this past April,” said Jen Ul-
mer, chief marketing o"cer for Glory 
Days. “We are going to celebrate all year 
round, and we are thrilled the communi-
ty is joining us in our celebrations.”

In 1996, Glory Days Grill began in 
Burke, Virginia, and was founded by 
Richard Danker, Robert Garner and Je! 
Newman. In 2023, the Florida franchise, 
owned and run by Bob Basham, Outback 
Steakhouse co-founder, purchased the 
22 mid-Atlantic restaurants, bringing 
together all Glory Days Grill locations 
under one company with his brother, 
original co-founder Richard Danker. To-
gether, Basham and Danker are excited 
to be expanding the brand through the 
Southeast region providing an appeal 
for sports fans and families, serving 
quality food in a fun atmosphere.

“Still to this day our focus is o!er-
ing a family-friendly experience that is 
welcoming of all ages, with a menu and 
entertainment options that appeal to a 
wide range of preferences,” Ulmer said. 
“Just like when you host a watch par-
ty in your own living room, Glory Days 

Grill aims to 
provide a real, 
fun sports ex-
perience with 
our multitude 
of televisions 
broadcast ing 
sports games 
and other en-
tertainment.”

With the 
recent World 
Cup happening, 
Glory Days had 
all the games 

b e i n g 
s h o w n 
at the 
B r a n -
don lo-
cat ion , 
w i t h 
an out-

standing menu to match the World Cup 
festivities. “Our limited-time tourna-
ment menu celebrated the spirit of the 
game with globally inspired food pair-
ings and select beverages sourced from 
around the world,” Ulmer said. “We real-
ly wanted all the countries that played 
in the World Cup represented with our 
food and drink selections.”

“At Glory Days Grill, we’re proud to 
support our local communities through 
sponsorships and our Dining for Dollars 
program,” Ulmer said. “We believe in giv-
ing back and fostering strong relation-
ships with the neighborhoods we serve.” 

Locally, Glory Days supports the Bran-
don Cowboys, Valrico High School, Arm-
wood High School and North Brandon 
Little League.

“We also support our local heroes with 
a 10 percent discount,” Ulmer said. “Tun-
nels to Towers is another program Glory 
Days supports in the Tampa Bay commu-
nity. T

It is located at 11310 Causeway Blvd. 
in Brandon. Visit www.glorydaysgrill.
com/locations/fl-brandon/ for more in-
formation. 

By Libby Hopkins

GLORY DAYS GRILL CELEBRATES 30 
YEARS OF FOOD, FUN & COMMUNITY
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• Gutter Cleaning
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Residential and Commercial 
(813)716-9196 

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com 
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED 

“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(813) 468-8574

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Home Remodeling 

Done Right!
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Showers • Flooring 
Painting • Roo!ng

New Construction • Additions
NANCY’S REMODELING 

  813-634-8272
4922 Cape Stone Avenue, Wimauma

Nancysremodeling.com
    Remodeling USA 1

CGC1532096 | CCC1336456

PEST CONTROL

HEAT & AC HEAT & AC

Residential & Commercial 
Installation & Repair 

Commercial Refrigeration 

(813) 671-2555

GENERAL CONTRACTOR POOP SCOOPER

NOTARYNOTARY

angie@stellarnotaryservices.net
www.stellarnotaryservices.net

Mobile & Online Notarization
 Wills & Trust Notarization

Power of Attorney
Real Estate Closing
Apostille Services

DMV & Vehicle Titles
Minor Travel Consent Forms

Passport
Marriage License
Estate Planning

Loan Signing Services
Angie Anderson

813-750-0161

The Hillsborough County Sheri! ’s O"ce, 
in partnership with the Manatee County 
Sheri! ’s O"ce, has dismantled a sophisti-
cated credit card fraud operation.

In June, detectives were notified that a 
counterfeit credit card had been used to 
purchase fuel at a Wawa on East Hillsbor-
ough Avenue. It was determined that the 
original card’s information had been stolen 
using a credit card skimming device.

As part of the investigation, detectives 
served a search warrant on July 8 at a 
residence on Flamingo Avenue in Apollo 
Beach.

During the search, detectives discovered 
a counterfeit credit card manufacturing 
and fraud operation and seized 154 coun-
terfeit credit cards, dozens of credit card 
skimming devices, multiple ledgers docu-
menting the operation and numerous elec-
tronic devices used to facilitate the pro-
duction and use of counterfeit credit cards.

Detectives also found that the suspect 
attempted to destroy evidence by flushing 
a stack of counterfeit credit cards down a 
toilet. Detectives were able to recover the 
flushed cards, along with additional skim-

ming devices.
Detectives arrested Juan Miguel Acosta 

Ramos, 32, charging him with:
 • Tra"cking in 50 or More Counterfeit 

Credit Cards.
• Possession of Credit Card Making 

Equipment.
• Possession of a Skimming Device.
• Tampering with Physical Evidence.
“Detectives uncovered a sophisticated 

criminal operation designed to steal from 
hardworking people and businesses on a 
large scale,” said Sheri! Chad Chronister. 
“If you choose to profit by victimizing our 
community, know this: We will find you, 
dismantle your operation and make sure 
you face the full consequences of your 
crimes.”

Detectives also seized a Ford F-250 used 
to facilitate the criminal enterprise.

Detectives believe dismantling this oper-
ation prevented potentially millions of dol-
lars in additional fraudulent transactions 
throughout the Tampa Bay area.

This is an ongoing investigation, and any 
updates will be provided by the public af-
fairs o"ce.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE ARRESTS SOUTH 
COUNTY MAN IN CREDIT CARD SCAM

Sta! Report

Florida Polytech-
nic University and 
the City of Auburn-
dale are partnering 
to provide home 
venues for the 
university’s newly 
launched athletics 
program.

Florida Poly will 
now host practic-
es, home games 
and special events 
for several sports 
at Lake Myrtle Sports 
Complex, Auburndale 
Softball Complex and 
the Auburndale Com-
munity Center. This 
arrangement was for-
malized through a three-year athletics 
facilities agreement that was approved 
by the Auburndale City Commission on 
July 20.

The collaboration comes at a critical 
time, as Florida Poly’s soccer teams begin 
their inaugural seasons in August. They 
will be the first to call the facilities home.

“We are absolutely thrilled to estab-
lish home venues for our athletes as we 
launch our athletics program,” said Derek 
Lower, the university’s athletic director. 
“Our soccer teams are hitting the field 
in just a few weeks, and having access 
to quality facilities and dedicated locker 
room space gives our players a true home 
environment from day one.”

The Auburndale Community Center 
will host men’s and women’s basketball 
practices, while the Auburndale Softball 
Complex will be home to softball prac-
tices. The expansive Lake Myrtle Sports 
Complex will be the primary venue for 

baseball and 
men’s and wom-
en’s soccer prac-
tices and home 
games. The site 
also will host 
men’s and wom-
en’s cross-coun-
try practices.

“This partner-
ship creates an 
important foun-
dation for stu-
dent life as we 

launch Florida Poly 
Athletics,” said Bryan 
Brooks, the univer-
sity’s vice president 
of student a!airs, 
enrollment manage-

ment and strategic communications. 
“Working directly with Auburndale will 
help us build a vibrant athletics culture 
that benefits our students and strength-
ens connections throughout our region.”

Florida Poly teams will receive priority 
scheduling and facility access, including 
access to locker rooms at the Lake Myrtle 
soccer stadium and pregame field access. 
The agreement also provides athletics 
storage space and game-day amenities 
that will support the university’s growing 
sports programs.

Florida Poly Athletics will launch 
with eight teams — baseball, men’s and 
women’s basketball, men’s and women’s 
cross-country, men’s and women’s soccer 
and softball.

Lake Myrtle Sports Complex will serve 
as a home venue for several Florida 
Polytechnic University athletics teams 
through a partnership with the City of 
Auburndale.

FLORIDA POLY ATHLETICS SCORES 
AUBURNDALE PARTNERSHIP
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The call to service 
they once heard in the 
hot, muggy landscape 
of Southeast Asia 
now echoes through 
Hillsborough County’s 
densely humid air and 
has been answered by 
members of Vietnam 
Veterans of America 
(VVA) Chapter 787 at 
its Veterans Memori-
al Park command and 
control center.

In the more than 
half-century since 
the o!cial end of the 
Vietnam War in 1975, 
many who served in 
that conflict have organized 
into a national organization 
that advocates for all of 
those who defend the nation 
and to serve the communi-
ties in which they live. 

VVA Chapter 787 is one of 
29 chapters in Florida and 
has been active in local com-
munity engagement since its 
founding in 1988. While ‘Vietnam’ in the 
group’s name indicates an era of military 
service to distinguish it from other veter-
an organizations, VVA members actively 
support the general veteran community 
in Hillsborough County as well as aspiring 
warriors in local high schools by mentoring 
local JROTC cadets and relating firsthand 
their historical experiences to students.

Tom Leavitt, the chapter’s president, 
wrote in an email, “Participation in the 
JROTC award programs in all 29 schools 
within the county is a special time each 
year of supporting our wonderful cadets.”

Leavitt, who was an Army medic in Viet-

nam, expressed re-
spect for the young 
people he and his 
comrades have en-
countered in their 
outreach e"orts.

“We have found 
them to be what our 
young people are re-
ally all about and we 
see their leadership 
skills as our future,” 
he said.

Business meet-
ings are held every 
fourth Thursday 
of each month at 
Veterans Memorial 
Park and the orga-

nization’s calendar is full 
of activities that support 
the local veteran com-
munity. Chapter 787 is a 
presence at many local 
patriotic events, such as 
Patriot’s Day observances 
and Veterans Day parades 
at James A. Haley VA Hos-
pital, where it also hosts a 

pizza dinner every other month for families 
staying at the adjacent Fisher House. Con-
ducting an annual Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans event is a significant occasion for 
the chapter that corrects the abandonment 
Vietnam veterans once endured when they 
came home from the war decades ago. 
It is held on or around National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day which is observed each 
March 29.

One invaluable resource for veterans and 
their families is Chapter 787’s website at 
https://vva787.org/, where extensive infor-
mation about programs and services can 
be found as well as details about the VVA.

By Brad Stager

HISTORY AND SERVICE HONORED AT 
VIETNAM VETERANS ORGANIZATION

A Bell AH-1F Cobra helicopter on static display 
serves as gate guardian at the Veterans Memori-

al Park and Museum in Tampa, Florida.

Love, Eat, Travel, hosted and produced 
by seasoned traveler and speaker Michelle 
Valentine, uncovers the heart and soul 
of hidden gem locations in Pennsylvania, 
Louisiana, and Florida. Valentine explores 
the history, culture, and food to be found 
in each location, while introducing viewers 
to the passionate locals who bring these 
destinations to life. The July episode airing 
in the Tampa Bay Market on PBS features:

Happy Valley, Pennsylvania - 101 
Michelle visits a traditional Amish farm 

to learn the art of cheese making; en-
joys farm-to-table dining; explores Penn’s 
Cave and Wildlife Park where she takes 
a guided motorboat ride through the fa-
mous limestone cave and rides a safari bus 
through the wild animal encounter park; 
joins a local for a lesson in fly fishing; tours 
the historic Columbus Chapel and Boal 
Mansion museum; and joins in the dancing 
at the Grange country fair, celebrating its 
149th year. 

St. Landry Parish, Louisiana - 102 
Michelle delves into the area’s deep-root-

ed Creole and Cajun traditions and plays 
the rubboard in a jam session with a lo-
cal Zydeco band, discovers the essential 

ingredients and 
techniques in a 
traditional gum-
bo, visits the Cre-
ole Heritage Folk-
life Center, learns 
how to create a 
traditional pecan 
praline gateau 
nana from a be-
loved French rec-
ipe, and tours the 
Shrine of St. John 
Berchmans. 

SouthShore, Florida - 103 
Michelle’s journey begins at the TECO 

Manatee Viewing Center, a conservation 
facility protecting Florida’s gentle giants; 
visits Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary to meet 
Stanley, a rescued black bear who has 
captured the hearts of locals and visitors 
alike; tours the Paleo Preserve Fossil Mu-
seum to discover the history of Florida’s 
ancient marine life; and enjoys a lively 
tour of the International Independent 
Showmen’s Museum, which preserves the 
tradition of traveling carnivals and circus 
performers. 

The series is presented nationally by 
WTTW Chicago and distributed to pub-
lic television stations by NETA (National 
Educational Telecommunications Associa-
tion). The series is produced by Michelle 
Valentine and directed by Lawrence Bak-
erman, Apollo Beach residents. 

“I’m thrilled to bring Love Eat Travel to 
public television viewers nationwide. More 
than just a show, it’s a heartfelt journey 
through America’s hidden gems, rich cul-
tures, and unforgettable people.” 

For more information, visit the website 
at www.MichelleValentine.tv.

Sta! Report

NATIONAL PBS SERIES HOSTED 
BY MICHELLE VALENTINE 

FEATURES SOUTH COUNTY SITES

VETERAN OWNED

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

FINANCING OPTIONS 

LICENSED AND INSURED

CALL NOW 
( 8 1 3 ) 6 5 3 - 4 2 2 1

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING
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CUSTOM HAIR

THE LOOK YOUWANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

Thin Hair?
For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

customhairtampabay.com • APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

56
33

6-
1

• FREE CONSULTATION!
• EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

• NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

• Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
• Largest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
• Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

DEEP TISSUE
NEUROMUSCULAR
SPORTS MASSAGE

RELAXATION

Daniella’s Mobile Massage

813.323.4901
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

ALMOST EVERYTHING WILL WORK AGAIN IF
YOU UNPLUG IT FOR A FEW MINUTES,

INCLUDING YOU.
- ANNE LAMOTT

PROFESSIONAL, LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
License # MA 39122

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Main Office: 108 S. St. Cloud Ave, Valrico
Hours: 6am - 6 pm

Fax (813)685-3607 | brandonpestcontrol@tampabay.rr.com

Serving: Clearwater - Tampa - Orlando - Plant City

BRANDON TERMITE
ɽ ¡E¬T  ONTROg

BRANDON TERMITE
ɽ ¡E¬T  ONTROg

ȡǣ BÀG MÀGGER¬
Termidor 10 Year Guarantee Against Subterranean Termites

¬IN E ǣǫǩǥ

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call (813)685-7711

Emergency Response to Full Rebuild
Fully Licensed General Contractor 

24 Hour
Emergency

888-466-8055

Office
813.576.2293 

Scan Code For
Your FREE

Hurricane Prep List 

If there’s one thing 
I’ve learned as an au-
tism mom, it’s this: We 
are always learning.

Just when we think 
we have something 
figured out, our loved 
ones grow, their needs 
change and some-
times we find our-
selves looking for new 
answers. As parents 
and caregivers, we all 
want the same thing: 
to help our loved ones 
with autism live the healthiest, happiest 
and most fulfilling life possible.

But there is no one-size-fits-all approach 
to autism.

As a mom to a 21-year-old son with pro-
found autism, I know this firsthand. Over 
the years, my husband and I have tried 
di!erent therapies, medications and treat-
ments. Some have helped, some haven’t 
and some worked for a season. We have 
learned to adjust, ask questions and re-
main open to trying something new when 
needed.

Progress doesn’t always come in huge, 
life-changing moments. Sometimes it’s 
better sleep, fewer di"cult days, trying a 
new food, communicating a need, tolerat-
ing a haircut or enjoying a family outing. 
Those small wins matter. Celebrate them!

My biggest advice? Pay attention and 
keep track.

Write down changes you notice in 

sleep, behavior, 
communication, 
eating and daily 
routines. Take 
notes before ap-
pointments. Keep 
a list of questions 
because, if you’re 
like me, half of 
them will disap-
pear from your 
mind the second 
the doctor walks 
into the room. 
Don’t be afraid to 

ask questions, request more information or 
seek a second opinion.

Your family may choose behavioral ther-
apy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, 
medication or other treatments and sup-
ports. Another family may make complete-
ly di!erent choices. That’s OK.

Connecting with other autism families, 
both in person and online, can also be help-
ful. 

Another parent’s experience may intro-
duce you to something you didn’t know 
existed or simply give you a better ques-
tion to ask. Just remember: Someone else’s 
experience is information, not a guarantee.

When it comes to medical decisions, 
work with health care professionals.

You don’t have to have all the answers 
today. Keep learning, keep advocating and 
keep finding what works best for YOUR 
loved one and YOUR family. That’s what 
matters most.

As more 
Americans ex-
plore digital cur-
rency, scammers 
are increasingly 
targeting se-
niors. While 
cryptocurrency has legitimate uses, it 
has also become a preferred tool for 
criminals. One of the greatest risks comes 
from crypto kiosks — machines similar to 
ATMs that allow users to buy cryptocur-
rency with cash.

Crypto kiosks o!er convenience but 
carry significant risks. Unlike traditional 
bank or credit card transactions, crypto-
currency transfers are irreversible. Once 
funds are sent, they cannot be recov-
ered, making these kiosks a favorite tool 
of scammers. Many kiosks also charge 
transaction fees of 10 percent to 30 per-
cent or more and provide few consumer 
protections.

Scammers commonly convince victims 
to withdraw cash and deposit it into a 
crypto kiosk by claiming they must ‘pro-
tect’ their bank account, pay taxes or 
fees, verify an account or claim a prize. 
By the time victims realize they’ve been 
deceived, their money is gone.

Recognizing this growing threat, Flor-
ida enacted Florida Bill 505, which es-
tablishes new consumer protections for 
crypto kiosks. The law increases over-
sight, requires stronger consumer disclo-
sures and provides additional tools for 
law enforcement to investigate kiosk-re-

lated fraud.
The legislation was 

developed and present-
ed to Senator Darryl 
Rouson and Repre-
sentative Mike Owen. 
Through testimony 

from law enforcement about real-world 
crypto scams, Rouson and Owen success-
fully guided the bill through the Florida 
Legislature. Their e!orts transformed 
heartbreaking stories into meaningful 
protections for Florida residents, partic-
ularly older adults.

To protect yourself:
• Never use a crypto kiosk because 

someone contacts you by phone, email, 
text or social media and tells you to.

• Treat any request to convert cash into 
cryptocurrency as a major warning sign.

• Speak with a trusted family member 
or financial advisor before making large 
or unfamiliar financial transactions.

• Report suspected crypto scams im-
mediately to your local law enforcement 
agency.

Cryptocurrency itself is not the prob-
lem — criminals exploit unfamiliar tech-
nology to steal from unsuspecting vic-
tims. By understanding how crypto kiosk 
scams work and taking advantage of the 
protections created through Florida Bill 
505, seniors and their families can re-
duce their risk of becoming victims.

Stay informed, stay skeptical and never 
let anyone rush you into making financial 
decisions.

TANYA HINES
E;3E5IEN&E' A8TIS0 A//IAN&E
)28N'E5 	 E;E&8TI9E 'I5E&T25

FINDING WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR FAMILY

Deputy Jeff Merry

THE HIDDEN DANGERS OF CRYPTO SCAMS
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Grace Notes
Living With Predators

By Debora Coty

I seethed over the callous thief who’d 
scammed my vulnerable widowed friend 
out of a significant portion of her retire-
ment fund. How could anyone intention-
ally maul others like that? My prayer 
walk quickly morphed into a rant as I 
called on the wrath of God to flash down 
and wreak vengeance on wretched peo-
ple-predators. 

Suddenly, my attention was drawn 
overhead by a pair of flesh-mauling car-
nivores hooting from an oak limb. My dis-
placed anger turned toward the predator 
owls for ruthlessly capturing and con-
suming the sweet lil’ baby squirrels and 
birdies in my yard.

Only they didn’t look like deadly raptors 
at the moment. They were … um, cuddling.

What??!?
I found it shocking that these deadly 

predators, in my estimation on the same 
shame-on-you scale as scammer human 
predators, could be sharing a sweet, ten-
der moment. It was a side of them I never 
considered. I had mentally painted them 
all the same color — black — and never 
once thought that there might be a softer 
hue inside that was remotely redeemable. 

It occurred to me that maybe predator 

owls are only following their ingrained 
natures to stay alive. Perhaps preda-
tor-people following their sinful natures 
are simply proving they need a savior.

And that’s where we come in. We, the 
redeemed, Jesus-dependent, there-but-
by-the-grace-of-God-go-I believers who 
know firsthand the path to salvation and 
are called to share the good news with 
the human raptors of our sin-wrecked 
world. Not condemn. Not hate. Not judge. 
(We’ll let Papa God do that.)

It’s not easy. It’s never easy to inten-
tionally defuse anger over injustice. To 
turn judgement over to the only true 
Judge. “There is only one Lawgiver and 
Judge, the One who is able to save and to 
destroy; … who are you who judge your 
neighbor?” (James 4:12 NASB).

Because none is righteous. No, not one. 
(Romans 3:10). And judging isn’t my job. 
Loving is. Gulp. I think I’m gonna have to 
dig a little deeper into my Savior’s super-
natural love if I’m to live with clawed, ra-
zor-beaked predators. And I don’t mean 
just the kind with feathers.

What kind of predators do you have the 
most trouble living with, my friend? 

Debora M. Coty is an  inspirational speaker and award-winning author of 
over 40 books, including the bestselling Too Blessed to be Stressed series. Visit 

with Debora anytime at www.DeboraCoty.com.

“But we have 
this treasure in clay 
jars, so that it may 
be made clear that 
this extraordinary 
power belongs to 
God and does not 
come from us.” — 2 
Corinthians 4:7.

Sometimes I feel 
the inspiration to 
write but the words 
just won’t come — or at least not words 
that adequately get to the heart of what is 
on my mind. It’s not so much ‘writers’ block’ 
as it is understanding that some things exist 
on a plane where even the best words fall 
short. 

The Apostle Paul experiences this in 2 
Corinthians. His experience is very real, but 
the moment he starts writing he realizes it 
is going to sound inauthentic.

But then his thoughts coalesce and he 
lands beautifully in Chapter 12: “My grace,” 
Paul references God, “is su!cient, … for 
power is made perfect in weakness.”

This is where I live as a teacher. I prepare, 
I pray, I outline notes, I stumble around try-
ing to get an idea across — and then God 
moves in.

It happened with my men’s group. I felt 
myself come to the end of my own under-
standing and then the following took clear 
shape.

“It’s not that God trips us up, or engi-
neers a place where we are floundering or 
lost or defeated, or intentionally makes our 
lives more di!cult. It is more that we are 

invited to hum-
ble ourselves, to 
admit that we 
do not have the 
resources or the 
strength to pull 
things o" by 
ourselves and 
to trust God. It 
is then that God 
works with us 
to create a path 

forward. Our best e"orts and God’s faithful-
ness together.”

We were created to rely on one-another 
and to trust God. The ‘I can do it myself’ 
approach to life misses the point of our cre-
ation and our relationship to The Creator.

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is su!cient 
for you, for power is made perfect in weak-
ness.’ So, I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me… for whenever I am weak, 
then I am strong.” — 2 Corinthians 12.

I come to the end of myself, and the be-
ginning of God — and then we move into 
tomorrow together.— Derek

Derek Maul has written for 
many news outlets, including 
the Tampa Tribune, !e United 
Methodist News Service, All Pro 
Dad, FOCUS Magazine, News-
week, USA Today, !e Chris-
tian Science Monitor, Presby-

terians Today, Guideposts, Chicken Soup for the Soul 
and many other publications. Read Derek Maul’s 
daily blog posts at www.derekmaul.wordpress.com.

GOD’S POWER IN OUR WEAKNESS

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337 

Support your 
Florida Orchestra today

FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
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Last month was 
National Sand-
wich Generation 
Month, recogniz-
ing the millions 
of adults who are 
raising children 
while also caring 
for aging parents. 
If that sounds fa-
miliar, you know 
how challenging 
it can be to bal-
ance the needs 
of both generations while putting your 
own needs aside. The good news is that 
thoughtful planning can ease much of 
that burden.

One of the biggest challenges is that 
a crisis involving either your children or 
your parents can happen without warn-
ing. Preparing in advance helps reduce 
stress and gives your family more op-
tions when di!cult situations arise.

For your parents, a few essential legal 
documents can make all the di"erence. 
A durable power of attorney allows 
someone they trust to manage financial 
matters if they become unable to do so. 
A health care surrogate designation au-
thorizes someone to make medical deci-
sions and communicate with doctors on 
their behalf. An up-to-date will or trust 
ensures their wishes are clear and can 
simplify the administration of their es-
tate. It is also wise to discuss long-term 
care planning, including Florida Med-
icaid eligibility, before a medical crisis 
forces rushed decisions.

Just as important is making sure your 
own estate plan is current. You are the 
one holding everything together, so your 

family also needs a plan if something 
happens to you. Make sure you have 
your own durable power of attorney and 
health care surrogate designation. If you 
have minor children, your will should 
nominate a guardian to care for them. A 
revocable trust may also provide an or-
ganized way to manage assets for your 
children while coordinating support for 
aging parents if needed.

Estate planning does not have to be 
completed all at once. Even taking the 
first step can provide tremendous peace 
of mind. By planning ahead, you can 
protect your parents, your children and 
yourself from unnecessary stress during 
already di!cult times.

If you are caring for both aging par-
ents and growing children, we would be 
happy to help you create a plan tailored 
to your family’s needs. Please call the 
Law O!ces of Laurie E. Ohall at 813-
438-8503 to schedule a consultation.

By Laurie E. Ohall, Florida Board-certi!ed Elder Law Attorney

CARING FOR BOTH GENERATIONS: 
ESTATE PLANNING FOR THE 

SANDWICH GENERATION

Laurie Ohall is a Florida board-certi!ed elder 
law attorney practicing in Brandon, Florida. 
She has been practicing law for 30 years and 

her practice is focused on estate planning, elder 
law planning and probate. Ohall is licensed to 

practice law in Florida and Ohio.

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

As your life changes, so do your insurance needs. 
That’s why it’s important to review your coverage 
regularly. An insurance review from Edward Jones  
can also help ensure that:

• You have the appropriate amount and type  
of coverage for your needs. 

• Beneficiary designations are up-to-date and 
policy ownership is listed properly.

• Your policies are performing as expected.
• Your premiums are still competitive.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California,New Mexico and 
Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure your policies 
fully meet your needs and those of your loved ones.

How well are you and your loved  
ones protected?

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

INS-3518I-A-E-FL-1 EXP 30 NOV 2027  © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 28439916

> edwardjones.com  | Member SIPC

Job 
change?

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you.

Whether retiring or 
changing jobs, you’ll 
want to know your 
retirement account 
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
• Leave it in your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.
• Move it to your new employer’s 401(k) plan, if you’ve changed  

employers and your new employer plan allows for it.
• Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
• Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

RET-1948N-A-E-AD  AECSPAD 29311574

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

My team and I will take the time to truly get to know you, since how we turn your vision into a reality is 
very unique to you. I’ll work with you to create a personalized financial strategy that includes advice, 
tools and resources to help you achieve your financial goals. 

I’ll do this in three important steps:
1. Understanding what’s important to you 

Your strategy should be personalized. So, before
I make a recommendation, we’ll work closely
together to understand what is most important to
you, including your goals, comfort with risk and
how you’d prefer to work together.

2. Using an established process to build
your personalized financial strategies
I use an established 5-step Process, incorporating
what’s important to you, to develop a personalized
strategy using our advice, guidance and advanced
tools. Our 5-step Process helps me fully understand
what is most important to you and then create a
personalized and actionable financial strategy.

3. Partnering together over time to help
keep you on track
Markets, interest rates and life’s priorities may
change, but our relationship and my commitment
to helping you achieve your goals won’t. I’ll make
sure I’m with you every step of the way by:
• Providing regular reviews and updates
• Identifying timely risks and opportunities
• Helping you keep your emotions in check

during market volatility
• Helping you prepare for the unexpected

I believe that when it comes to your financial 
strategy, you deserve a personal relationship and 
professional advice. My goal is to help you achieve 
your goals. That means focusing on the future you 
see for yourself, building strategies just for you and 
helping you stay on track by partnering together 
over the long term.

How we work together:  
Helping you reach your financial goals

It takes a team
When we develop your financial strategy, you’re 
backed by all of Edward Jones. Along with my 
team, you have the expertise of our Investment 
Policy Committee, our product review team and 
research analysts behind you all the way.

These teams provide the guidance and 
resources to help me:
• Develop a financial strategy for your goals
• Build your personalized investment portfolio
• Identify and address potential risks

and opportunities

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
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Donna Gaffin
Sr. Branch Office Administrator

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

Your Forever Begins Here
Our expert jewelers are here to bring your vision to life with

beautifully crafted custom bridal jewelry designed to be
treasured for generations.

Celebrate with Us During Our Customer Appreciation Sale!
August 4–29, 2026

OII all finished jewelry currently in stocǸ ۏ׎א
OII special orders ۏד׏

0xcludes loose stonesً custom worǸً repairsً and previously discounted items.

201 S KINGS AVE SUITE 4, BRANDON, FLORIDA 33511
۴ גא׏זٮחזהٮב׏ז  O¨0z ÁÈ0³ ÁO I«X ׎׏�x ה ٫¨xً ³�Á ׎׏�x ג ٫¨x

Gage John-
ston graduated 
from East Bay 
High School af-
ter transferring 
during his senior 
year to be part 
of the area’s 
only coed cheer 
team. After high 
school, John-
ston continued 
his cheerlead-
ing career at 
the University 
of Kentucky. 
As a collegiate 
cheerleader, he 
has experienced 
unforgettable 
moments, in-
cluding cheering courtside 
during March Madness. 

Johnston has been cheering 
for six years, and he said, “Be-
ing able to go out on a stage 
while everyone is only watch-
ing you is one of the biggest 
adrenaline rushes you can 
get. There’s no better feeling 
than hearing the crowd after 
smacking a routine.”

From June 5-7, Johnston-
competed with Team USA in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, at the 
2026 FISU World University 
Championship. Team USA selected 20 
student athletes from all across the coun-
try to represent the United States in the 
championship. At the event, Team USA 
competed against other student athletes 
from across the globe, allowing athletes 
to showcase their talent while represent-
ing their countries.

For John-
ston, this was 
his first time 
cheering with 
Team USA.

Ref l ec t i ng 
on the tryout 
process, he 
said, “It was 
nerve-racking. 
When you do 
your tryout, 
the entire 
room stops 
to watch just 
you. When you 
try out, you’re 
surrounded by 
some of the 
best athletes 
in the world. 

It makes you feel a crazy 
amount of pressure, but 
it’s also super exciting.” 

In Sweden, he specif-
ically competed in the 
Coed Premier division, 
which includes elite-lev-
el tumbling and partner 
stunts with a mix of male 
and female athletes. Their 
outstanding performance 
earned them the title of 
2026 FISU World Univer-
sity Games champions. 

While in Sweden, John-
ston enjoyed experiencing Europe with 
the other teams.

He said, “It was so fun to get to see all 
new places and meet people from all over 
the world.” 

Looking back on the experience, John-
stonn said, “I’m excited to see what the 
future holds.”

By Emily Harper

FROM EAST BAY TO TEAM USA: 
JOHNSTON WINS WORLD CHEER TITLE

Gage Johnston representing 
Team USA in Sweden.
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Direct: 813-924-8677 
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com

To� -rodÂcer 
2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

The Experience You Need. The Results You Deserve.
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN LITHIA,

VALRICO & HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

106 BAYFIELD DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + SUNROOM +

POOL/SPA
$650,000

5�0� C)URC)SIDE DR
4BR/4BA/�CAR + OFFICE + BONUS +

POOL/SPA
$�50,000

15�06 FIS))A8, PRESER7E DR
4BR/6.5BA/4CAR + OFFICE + BONUS +

5)EA5ER + POOL/SPA +
OU5DOOR ,I5C)EN

$2,100,000

16�0� DUNLINDALE DR
6BR/6BA/�CAR + OFFICE + BONUS + 8INE
CELLAR + POOL/SPA + OU5DOOR ,I5C)EN

$2,14�,���

��10 5UR,EY OA, DR
4BR/�BA/�CAR + OFFICE + POOL/SPA +

OU5DOOR ,I5C)EN
$�14,�00

61�5 C)URC)SIDE DR
5BR/�.5BA/�CAR + OFFICE +

PRI7A5E APAR5MEN5
$6��,000

5�1� FLA58OODS MANOR CIR
4BR/�.5BA/2CAR + OFFICE + POOL +

.�4�ACRES
$��5,000

111 ALAFIA ES5A5ES LN
�BR/�BA/�CAR + OFFICE + 5.11 ACRES

$1,150,000

�5�0 FO9 S2UIRREL LN
�BR/2BA/2CAR + POOL/SPA

$550,000

60�� SAND)ILL RID(E DR
2BR/2BA/2CAR + DEN + SCREENED LANAI

$�45,000

�512 CORD(RASS DR
4BR/�BA/2CAR + POOL

$5��,000

6005 SPARRO8)EAD 8AY
2BR/2.5BA/2CAR + DEN + SCREENED PA5IO

$650,000

4�22 POR5OBELLO CIR
5BR/�BA/2CAR + POOL 

$52�,000

5�21 +ASPER (LEN DR
4BR/�BA/2CAR + FIREPI5

$4��,500

4�16 8ILLO8 RID(E 5ER
4BR/�BA/2CAR + POOL + )O5 5UB

$5��,000

5�01 MA5C) POIN5 PL
�BR/2.5BA/2CAR + OFFICE + BONUS

$550,000


	All proceeds will benefit Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort (C.A.R.E.) in Ruskin.
	at the Sunset Grill at Little Harbor, 602 Bahia Del Sol, Ruskin, FL 33570

	Monday, August 10 at 7:00 PM
	50/50 Raffle & Prizes for Winners!
	Amy Harris will be your host
	Come early to get your cards, order some food and drinks, and support your local animal shelter!  Reservations are recommended for parties of 6 or more. Please contact Sunset Grill directly.


