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Ano\vukiov Avaotaoriov

‘Ore koriiMeg mpog tov Bavatov, 1 {on 1 abdvatog,
ToTE TOV {OMV Evékpmoag, Ti| doTpomi Tig Bedmroc
Ote 6¢ woi TOUC Tebvedrtac, €k TV KotoyBoviov
avéotnoag, macor ol OLVAUES TOV Emovpavimv
gxpavyalov: Zmodota Xpioté, 6 Ogdg Numdv d6&a oot

Tob Ayiov Mav8n\iov
Trv dypaviov Eikdva ocov mpockvvoduev ayods,
QITOOUEVOL GLYYDPNOWV TAV TTUGUATOV UV, XPIoTE O
Oedg PovAnoet yap MOSOKNGOS Gopki, GVEADE &v T®
Ytavpd, tvor poon obg Emlacag, €k Tig OOoVAEinG ToD
&xOpol: 60ev evyopiotwc Poduév oot Xapdg
EMANPOCAS TO VT O Z@TNP UMDV, TAPOYEVOLEVOS Elg
T0 6O TOV KOGHOV.
Ano\vukwov t)¢ Fopuig

‘Ev i T'evvnoel, v mopbeviav épdratag. Ev i)
Koymoel, tov ko6cpov o0 kotélmeg OegotoKe.
Metéotng npog v {oMv, Mimp drdpyovca g
{ofic, xai taig TpeoPeiong Toic ooic ATPOLUEVT, €K
BavaTov Tag Yuydg NUMV.

Koviakiwov
Tnv év mpeoPeiarg dxoipuntov OgotoOHKOV, KOl
TPooTACioNG GpeTdbetov EATION, TAMOC KOl VEKPOGIG
ovk ékpatnoev m¢ yap Lol Mntépa, pog v {onv
UETEGTNOEY, O LTPOY OIKNGOG AEmapOevoy.

11th Sundav of Matthew

Resurrectional Apolytikion

‘When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who
are immortal Life put Hades to death, by the
lightning of Your divinity. And when You raised the
dead from the netherworld, all the hosts of heaven
sang aloud to You, “O Christ God, Giver of life, glory
to You!

For the Holy Napkin

We venerate Your immaculate icon, O good Lord, and
entreat You lo forgive our offenses, O Christ our God.
By Your own choice you were pleased to ascend the
Cross 1n the flesh, to deliver us, whom You created,
from our slavery to the foe. Therefore we cry to You
with gratitude: You have filled all things with joy, O our
Savior, by coming to save the world.

Apolytikion of the Feast
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You
fell asleep in death yet did not desert the world,

O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you
are Mother of Life and, by virtue of your
intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Kontakion
The Theolokos is undying in intercession. Immovable is
our hope in her for protection. Neither death nor burial
prevailed over her As she is Mother of Life, she was
removed to life by lim, the Lord who lived in her ever-
virgin womb.
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AHLOYXTOAIKO ANAI'NQYXMA (A" Kop. 9:2 — 12)

Adelpol, | oppayig tig EUflg amootoAf|g Vuels éote év Kupim. 1 éun dmoloyia toig €ue

avaxpivovowv abtn €oti. Mn ovk &youev €€ovaiav eayelv kal melv; un ovk Eyouev éovoiov
GOEAPTV YuVaiKe TEPLAYELY, G Kol 01 Aowmol dmdoTorot kai ol adeipol Tod Kvupiov kai Knedc;
i povog &ym xoi BapvaPag ovk Eyouev €€ovoiav tod un €pyalecari; tic otpatedetar idiolg
oyoviolg moté; Tig putevel dumeddva Koi €k Tod Kapmod avdtod ok &obiel; §j Tig mowaivel
molpvny kal €k 10D yaAaktog Th¢ moipvng ovk €obicy; Mn katd dvOpomov tadta AaA®; T 0Oyl
Kol O vopog tadta Aéyel; &v yap 1@ Mobcéwc vop® yéypartor ov Qludcels fodv dhodvta. pn
TOV Podv pérel T® Oed; 1) 61" MUAG TAVTOG AEYeL; 01 NUAC Yap €ypaen, OtL én’ EAmidl d@eiiel
0 ApoTpI®dV ApoTpldv, Kol 6 GAODV Tic EAmidoc avtod petéyely én’ €Amidl. Ei fjueic vuiv ta
TVELLOTIKO EoTelpapey, uéya i MUelc HUMV 0 capkika Oepicouey; el dAlot Thg €€ovaiag DUV
LETEXOVGLY, OV MAAAOV MUETG; GAA’ ovk éyxpnodueba tfi €ovaig TawTy, ALY TAVIO GTEYOUEV,
iva un éyxomnv tiva ddpev T@® evayyeAi® tod Xpliotod.

EPISTLE READING (1 Cor. 9:2 — 12)

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those
who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have
the right to be accompanied by a wife as sister, as the other apostles and the brothers of
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from
working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do |
say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that
God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake,
because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in
the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your
material things? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put

an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.
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EYAITEAIKO ANAI'NQYMA (MATO. 18:23 — 35)

Einev 6 Koprog v mapafoliy tadtnv: Quoimdn 1 Puciieia tév odpavdv dvOpmme Bacirel, dg n0éinos

cuvipar Adyov pET TV SovAmV avtod. dp&apévon 88 adtod cuvaipey mpoonvéxdn avTd £l OQENETNC
popiov ToAGvTov. pn &xovtog 8¢ avtod amododval €kéAevcev avTOV O KOplog avtod mpabijval koi v
yovaixko adtod kol T8 Tékve Koi mhvto doo siye, kol dmododfjvar. mEcOV oV 6 S0DAOC TPOCEKDHVEL ODTH
Aéyov: Kopte, pokpofouncov €n’ €pol kol TAVIO GOl ATOdMo®. omAayyvioheilg 6 0 kOplog 0D S0VAOV
gkeivov dmélvcey avtdov Kol 1O Sdvelov dpfikev odTd. &EeAOav 8¢ 6 Sodhoc Ekeivog ebpev Evo T@V
GLVOOVA®MV aVTOD, O¢ dPehey adT® EKATOV dNVAPLO, KOl KPATHGOG oOTOV Emviye Aéyov: AmOS0G pot &l Tt
deilel. mec®V 0LV 6 GHVEOLVAOC oTod i TOVC TAdag oTod MapeKdAEl AVTOV Aéymv' pakpobduncov &’
guol kol amoddom col. 6 88 ovk 1fshev, GALY amsAlBiv EPodev avtdv €ic LAOKTY Em¢ 0D GmOdd TO
OQEMOUEVOV. 100VTEG O 01 GVUVOOLAOL aVTOD T Yevoueva ElvmnOncay ceddpa, kal ENBOvVTeg diecdpnoay T@
Kuple €0VTOV ThvTa TA YEVOUEVO. TOTE TPOCKAAEGAIEVOG ODTOV O KVUPLOG aTOD AEYEL DTG dODAE TOVNPE,
TAGOV TNV 0PNV EKelvy AT|Kd oot &nel TapeKGAEGAS e, OVK £0€l Kal GE EAeT|o0L TOV GHVOOLAOY GOV, (G
Kol &y® og NAénoa; kol dpyiodeic 6 khplog ovtod mopédwkey adTOV T0i¢ Pacaviotdic Emg ob dmodd miv TO
opeLopevov ant®. Oite kol O TaTip Hov O €mMOVPAVIOG TTOoEL VULV, €av Un apfite EK0oTOC T® ASEAPD

abTOD GO TV KAPSIAY VUMDY T TOUPOUTTOUNTO VTV,

GOSPEL READING (MT.18:23 — 35)

The Lord said this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
seltle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees,
imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him
the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt.
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord delivered him to the
torturers, tll he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone of you, if

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”




FEORTOLOGION
August 2026

Paraklesis services during the weekdays begin at 7p.m.
There is no Paraklesis on Saturdays. Sunday
Paraklesis services begin at 5 p.m.

O napaxAijoeis oty diapkeia TG efdopuadag
apxiCovv otic 7 u.p.
To Zappato dev TeAeite ) napdxAnon.
H napdxAnon tig Kvpraxés apxiCer otic 5 p.p.

Augl Procession of the Holy Cross
SAT ITp60dog Tov Tiptov Ztavgov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

Aug?2 9th Sunday of Matthew
SUN 8n Kvoiakn tov MattBéov
7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 Liturgy

Augb6 Feast of the Holy Transfiguration
THU Eoptr) Tn¢ Metapoodpwoewg
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

Aug?9 10th Sunday of Matthew
SUN 10n Kvgiaxr) Tov MattOéov
7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 Liturgy

Aug 14 Great Vespers of the Dormition
FRI M. Eonepivig tng Koipnong
7:00 p.m.

Aug 15 Falling Asleep of the Theotokos
SAT Koipnong tng @eotdxov
6:30 a.m Liturgy (Chapel)
Orthros 8:00 a.m.
2nd Liturgy 9:15 a.m.

Aug 16
SUN

Aug 22
SAT

Aug 23
SUN

Aug 24
MON

Aug 27
THU

Aug 29
SAT

Aug 30
SUN

11th Sunday of Matthew
11n Kvoiaxr) Tov MattOéov
7:30 a.m. Orthros /8:45 Liturgy

Vespers of Panagia Prousiotissa
Eoneguvog Mavayiag IMgovowwricong
7:00 p.m.

Apodosis of the Dormition

Anédoaig tng Koiunong
7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 Liturgy

St. Kosmas the Aitolian
Ay. Koopa tov AtrtoAov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

St. Phanourios the Martyr
Ay. ®avovgiov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Anotoun kedpaArg tov IIgodgouov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 Liturgy

13th Sunday of Matthew
13n Kvglakn tov MattOaiov
7:30 a.m.Orthros / 8:45 Liturgy

Great Vespers SS. of Evrytania
M. Eomegivog Ay. Evputaviag
7:00 p.m.
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]kEE oF V¥
BRONZE DEDICATION LEAF $2,000
' SILVER DEDICATION LEAF $5,000
' GOLD DEDICATION LEAF $10,000
BENEFACTOR DOVE $25,000

GREAT BENEFACTOR STONE  $50,000

Please consider supporting our Renovation For Qur Future project to continue passing
the torch of Orthodox faith and Hellenism to our future generations.

BRONZE LEAF $2,000 SILVER LEAF $5,000 GOLD LEAF $10,000
DOVE $25,000 STONE $50,000

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: ‘

PLEASE PRINT INSCRIPTION CLEARLY. 3 LINES (33 CHARACTERS MAX)

"SO LET EACH ONE GIVE AS HE PURPOSES IN HIS HEART; NOT GRUDGINGLY OR OUT OF
NECESSITY; FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER"

T




ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH

LITTLE ANGELS

MOMMY & ME PROGRAM

_ Ry
For Children Ages 0-2.5 "ki'
).

About the Program

Program Director Margarita Eleftheriadis

Our "Little Angels" program is a vibrant,
faith-centered ministry designed for our
youngest parishioners (infants through Pre-K)
and their caregivers.

It’s more than just a playgroup—it’s a place
for moms, dads, and grandparents to connect,
share experiences, and build lifelong

+ friendships within our St. Nicholas family.
Classes
4- « Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Featuring:
« Creative Music and Movement « Arts and Crafts
« Greek songs and themes « Early Social Interaction
» Sensory Stimulation « Great opportunity to meet other families.

Email: SaintNicholasLittleAngels@gmail.com
718-357-4200 - www.stnicholasflushing.org




dox Life Session

- OPTIONAL EXTRA DAYS, $40.00 A SESSION
- OPEN ON SCHOOL HALF DAYS, 11:45AM-3:00PM
+ PROGRAM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 9, 2027

Register Online:

www.stnicholasflushing.org
For more information:
718.357.4200
holastnicholas@gmail.com
Info@stnicholasflushing.org

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine church
196- 10 Northern Blvd, Flushing. NY 11356

L —
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SILLOGOS EVRYTANON AMERIKIS "PANAGIA | PROUSSIOTISA"

Ayamntd péAn Kot eilot Tov ZvAAOGYoL HagG,
XPONIA ITOAAA I'TA TH I'lIOPTH THX KOIMHXHX THX ITANAITAX
KAI ZE OAOYZX KAI OAEZ ITOY ®EPNOYN TO ONOMA THZX

Yvveyilovtag v Tapdadoom Hag Tov gopTacuol ¢ Amoddcewg g Koynoemg g ®cotokon
pog TV g Oavpatovpyod [TANAITAY THE ITPOYXIQTIEXAZX, mpoctdtidog Tov XvAAdyov
pog, kelovuaote Kot étog oto Méya Eomepivo pet’ Aptokiaciog mov o tekeotel, to SABBATO,

22 Avyovotov 2026, otig 7:00 p.p., otov Iepd Naod tov Ayiov Nikordov, 6mov Oncavpiletar

Ewova noc.

"Hronia Polla" for our Panagia's Dormition! "Hronia Polla" to all who honor Panagia's name.
You are kindly invited to the Great Vespers with "Artoklasia" of the Apodosis of the
Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, honoring the protector
of our Sillogos Evrytanon Amerikis "Panagia | Proussiotisa" on Saturday, August 22nd, 2026,
7:00 p.m., at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church. (196-10 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY
11358). Following "the Esperinos”, you are invited to join us to our festive reception by our
Sillogos, its Board members, as well as its members, at the “SARANTAKOS" Community

Center.

With real joy, in the context of this year's celebration of our Panagia, our Association will
reward the excellent high school graduates Dimitri Triantafillis and Lia Kalargiros, according
to the prerequisites included in our previous letter. We will also be given the opportunity and
the joy to welcome the students' family and, all of us, with the help of our Panagia

Proussiotisa, to meet again and exchange our summer news.

On Sunday, August 23rd, let us join St. Nicholas' divine Liturgy of the Apodosis of the
Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, honoring our "Panagia
I Proussiotisa”. Let us all unite spiritually and gather in our festive Vespers of our Panagia |

Proussiotisa and pray to protect us in Her miraculous ways.




FEAST « FUN « FAITH « FELLOWSHIP .

’ Join ws!

11:30 AMTO 1:00 PM
SARANTAKOS HALL PARKING LOT

* CHURCH SCHOOL » GOYA
* JOY * BASKETBALL
* JRGOYA » VOLLEY BALL

Girl Scouts - Cub Scouts - Boy Scouts

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH
STNICHOLASFLUSHING.ORG
INFO@STNICHOLASFLUSHING.ORG

——————————




MEMORIALS

MNHMOXYNA

Cristos Banas Xpnotov Mroveéc

Maria Daniela Caruso , .
Maoapiog Ntaviéha Caruso

Kyriakos Kavrazonis Kvpidxov Koppalovn

John Papageorgiou Twévvo Tomeryeopyiov

Stergia Tsimisiris Srepyiac Touuosipn

— e

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
’ Victoria Maglaras and John Baker

Saturday, August 22, 2026 at 2:30p.m.

God bless our college
students as they begin their
studies this year! May our
Lord tllumine their minds
and their hearts to do His
will!

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church
196-10 Northern Blod Flushing, NY 11358




Gus Cherevas t'
Estia-Pindus <>
AHEPA Chapter 326 °Eic pinius

Estia-Pindus

AWARDS GALA
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October 24 555 Northern Blvd l‘.pﬂ.”’u‘. ’!‘n"‘"
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HONOREES:

Congressman Thomas Suozzi
“Pericles” Away ’I‘lry Civic §

Dr. Lorraine Chrisomalis-Valasiadis
“President’s” Award for Community & ce.

Dean Moskos, PD6G, Past Supreme Governor of Region 3
Recipient of the “Gus Cherevas Leg . r PI hropy

Ronald McDonald
llt‘(l‘n' \\ W \Ulk

Greek Division

AHEPA 326
43-21 193rd Street
Flushing, NY 11358

‘. Jimmy Papageor




KID$S BULLETIN PAGE

Once there was a merciful king who decided to

settle accounts with his servants. One servant
owed the king 10,000 talents—an enormous
amount of money, far more than he could ever
repay. Since the servant could not pay, the king
ordered that the servant and everything he owned
be sold to help repay the debt. The servant fell to
his knees and begged, “Lord, have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything!” But the king
felt compassion for him. He knew the servant
could never repay such a great debt, so he forgave
the whole debt and let him go free.

Soon afterward, that servant met a fellow servant
who owed him 100 denarii—a much smaller debt.
He grabbed him and demanded, “Pay me what
you owe!” Lis fellow servant fell down and
begged with the same words: “Have patience with
me, and | will pay you.” But the first servant
would not forgive him. Instead, he had him put in

prison. When the other servants saw this, they
were very sad and told the king. The king called
the first servant back and said, “You wicked
servant! | forgave you all that great debt because
you begged me. Should you not also have had
mercy on your fellow servant?” Because he

refused to show merey, the king handed him over

for punishment.

The Lesson

In this parable, the merciful King shows us what
God is like. We all need God’s mercy and
forgiveness. When we repent and ask God to :
forgive us, He is full of compassion. Because God &
has shown us such great mercy, He teaches us to
forgive others sincerely, from our hearts. As we
pray in the Lord’s Prayer: “IForgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.”

Use the words in the word bank to complete the sentence from the Lord's Prayer!

Word Bank: FORGIVE | TRESPASSES | THOSE

"And forgive us our

,as we

My Forgiveness Goal!

who trespass against us."

Sometimes it is hard to forgive, but God gives us the strength to do it! Think of a time when

someone made you upset or made a mistake. How can you show them the same mercy the

King showed the servant?




Sunday, August 16, 2026 | The Eleventh Sunday of Matthew

DIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING | I Corinthians 9:2-12
Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

The false idol of the selfish ego

The Christians in first-century Corinth were confused. They were former
pagans who set aside their idols and their false gods to worship Jesus
Christ, but their conversion was not complete. One final idol remained
to be banished—the false god of their own egos. Today’s epistle reading
comes from 1 Corinthians, a letter where St. Paul seems superficially to
deal with a dozen different problems afflicting the Corinthian Church,
but he really addresses just a single problem with a dozen different
symptoms—the self-centered arrogance of the Corinthians. When they
had a dispute, they dragged fellow Christians into the civic courts (1
Cor. 6). When they had immoral relationships, they blithely scandalized
not only their fellow Christians, but even their pagan neighbors (1 Cor.
5). When they gathered for meals, the wealthier members proudly
demanded places of honor, allowing less prominent believers

to go hungry (1 Cor. 11). In today’s epistle reading, St. Paul
responds to this arrogance by listing all the rights and
freedoms that he himself could claim, but which refuses
to demand for the sake of concord in the Church. In

our own families and friendships—and especially in

our Churches—we must also carefully weigh our words
and actions, lest our selfish egos and ambitions create
division in the place of peace. In our parishes, for
instance, the most qualified people often refuse to serve
on parish councils, because parish council debates often
devolve into clashes between egos instead of pursuing

the common good. Christian marriages also must be
inspired by a spirit of mutual sacrifice, and not by a spirit
of selfishness, with one spouse only giving and the other
only taking. In all of our relationships, we must seek first
to serve and not be served, imitating the self-sacrifice of
our Lord and the humility of the great Apostle Paul.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Scan for today’s service text R %
Diakonia is made possible by a T
/@ﬂ& generous grant from Leadership 100 add




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: monastérion (povaotnptov)

What does “monastery” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

: The Greek word povaorrprov/  Place where baptisms are completed. A thysiastérion is
monastérion is rendered in an altar on which a sacrifice (thysia) is performed, and
| English as “monastery.” It a thymiatérion is a vessel in which incense is burned
[ n is a compound noun formed (thymiama). A monastérion, therefore, is a place where
by the combination of two solitude is cultivated. This does not mean that monks
\ Greek roots. The first root and nuns live completely alone as isolated individuals.
is povdgw/mondzo, which While they seek solitude from the rest of the world, most
means “to be alone,” from udvog/maénos, monks and nuns live in communal settings where they

“solitary, alone.” The second root is typrov/  Pray, eat, and work with other monastics. They conduct
térion, derived from the Greek verb rnpeiv/térein, which  their lives separated from the world, but they do so in
means “to keep” or “to cultivate.” Greek words that end a community of people devoted to the cultivation of the
in tnprov/térion usually describe places where a certain ~ pursuit of prayerful solitude.
activity is conducted. For example, a baptistérion is a

%y THIS WEEK’'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY

Saint Irenaeus of Lyons

On August 23, the Orthodox Church commemorates St. Irenaeus
of Lyons, a second-century bishop and one of the most significant
Fathers of the early Church. His apologetic text, Against Heresies—
perhaps the first systematic presentation of the Orthodox faith—
remains an essential theological resource for the Church. And as a
witness of St. Polycarp (69-155) in his youth, Irenaeus stands in a
line of direct succession, through St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. 108),
of the Apostle John himself.

A native of the Greek-speaking city of Smyrna, Irenaeus served
as a priest in Roman Gaul before being elevated to the bishopric
of Lugdunum (Lyon) sometime in the 170’s. Little is known of
Irenaeus’ episcopacy, other than that he vigorously defended the
“orthodox” faith against various Gnostic “heresies” (terms he
helped popularize) and perhaps died a martyr after 191.

Irenaeus also notably participated in the Quartodeciman
controversy, wisely counseling Pope Victor to not hastily
excommunicate the Anatolian Christian communities who

A customarily celebrated Easter on the Jewish Passover (the 14®
Stained-glass depiction, day of Nisan)—a timeless lesson in tactful pastoral care.

L’Eglise Saint-Irénée in Lyon, France.
Public Domain.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

Controversial Issues: How the Church Guides Us

Rev. Dr. Stylianos “Stanley” S. Harakas (1932-2020)

Throughout its history, the Orthodox Church has dealt with controversial
issues by a process which addresses the "mind of the Church." When
<. an issue arises for which there is no clear-cut, widely and readily

“THE HOLY PATHERS- acknowledged tradition, and about which there is honest divergence of
opinion as to what view genuinely expresses the teaching of the Church, a
process begins which may eventually lead to the formulation of an official
. X Church teaching. A classical example from the early period of the Church

L ‘ < is the formulation of the Church doctrines about the person of Jesus
Christ, which began with the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea (325)

and concluded with the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787).

Over this four hundred and sixty-three year period, the Church
™~ clarified its understanding and teaching of the revelation regarding
Z’I‘ ) i Jesus Christ. At the center of this process stood the Ecumenical
Councils, which constituted the final and most authoritative agent for
the formulation of doctrine, pending the acceptance of their decrees
by the entire Church. For the Orthodox Church, this meant that such
L" issues could not, and should not, be solved by appeal to a single
bishop or leader, no matter how honored and respected he might be.
" It meant, rather, that the Church set its mind to resolving the issue
through a corporate approach which drew on the whole tradition of

the records of God's revelation.

In practice this meant reference to the Bible and to the living Tradition of the
Church by persons seeking to comprehend how the tradition spoke to the new questions being raised.
Questions were never raised just for intellectual curiosity nor for the sake of systematic organization.
They nearly always were raised because in one way or another their outcome would bear on our
salvation and the truths of the Faith. A response would be made whenever a new teaching seemed to be
at variance with tradition in one way or another, and consequently not in harmony with the received
tradition of revelation, even though the response might have to deal with yet undefined topics. Thus,
the great Fathers of the Church, such as Athanasios, Basil, the Gregorys and Chrysostom, not only
criticized the false teachings of heresiarchs such as Arius, but proposed formulations of the truth as
well. These became the subject of study, debate, and finally, the decisions of Councils on every level -

local, regional, provincial and ecumenical, all guided by the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER

"Lord Jesus Christ, grant me humility to seek Your truth through Your Holy Church. Help
me to trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to honor the wisdom of Scripture and Holy
Tradition, and to seek understanding in every controversial issue with love, patience, and

faithfulness. Amen."
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DIAKONIA

Just For Kids!

(...and the young at heart)

COLORING PAGE
Dormition of the Theotokos

Color this beautiful icon of the Dormition (Falling Asleep) of
the Theotokos, which we celebrated yesterday on August 15.
Surrounded by the apostles, the Mother of God peacefully rests

as Christ lovingly receives her. As you color, remember God's promise of eternal life and the special place
of the Theotokos in the Church! Thank you to ByziMom for providing this beautiful coloring sheet!
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