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Introducing Our Brand -

New Website

At SDC, innovation extends beyond the buildings we create. We're always

pushing the boundaries, moving forward and exploring new ideas. That’'s why

we’re thrilled to announce the launch of our redesigned website.

Explore the New Features:

o Meet the Team: Learn about the people behind the projects and hear their
inspiring career journeys at SDC.

o Sector Experience: Discover our expertise across various sectors, from
automotive to science and technology.

> Inhouse Capabilities: Explore how we transform complex ideas into reality
through our diverse range of in-house capabilities.

o Careers: Interested in joining us? Browse our latest job openings and become

part of a team that’s shaping the future.
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WELCOME &

16 GOLDINGTON ROAD

David Owen Director

Good afternoon and welcome to today's Championship
fixture against Cornish Pirates. An especially warm
welcome to the players and supporters who have made
the journey up from Penzance for the encounter.

Hard to believe, but it's exactly nine
weeks since our last home league
game, being the epic Friday night win
over Coventry in late January. Since
then, we've played our second block
of Prem Cup pool games, featuring
the trip to Bath and the win over
Bristol, then the extra game against
the Army.

League action got back underway
last week away at Hartpury. Not the
result we wanted, nor a performance
to feel good about, but the two
bonus points mean we have held
onto second place.

Pirates come here today off the
back of a six try win over London
Scottish and will be eager to get
stuck in as they move back into
the top half of the table. This is
indeed a really tough block of
games with upcoming fixtures up
at Doncaster, here against
Nottingham and then Ealing away,
all coming in rapid succession.
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On the wider stage there is much

to reflect upon with the Six Nations
done and dusted, last week's RFU
SGM been and gone, and a lot still to
be finalised regarding next season.
What we do know is there won't be
any promotion into the Premiership
(again) and that next season’s

league structure will be extended

to 14 clubs. We are also expecting
that next season won't have the

big gaps in it that have been a less
than popular feature of the current
campaign, as well as a fresh new look
and feel to the competition.

In the here and now, what matters
most is this afternoon’s contest
against the Pirates, which will be
bound to entertain and enthral the
Goldington Road faithful.

Come on you Blues!

David Owen
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Carlsberg Britvic are proud partners of Bedford Rugby Club.
Suppliers of Carlsberg Danish Pilsner, Shipyard American Pale Ale,
Birrificio Angelo Poretti, 1664 Biere, 1664 Blanc, Somersby Apple and
Wainwright Amber Fresh Ale.

Enjoy responsibly. bedrinkaware.co.uk
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RUGBY STAFF

Mike Rayer

Jim Henry

Tom Cruse

Michael Le Bourgeois
Jake McKenzie

Jamie Bain

Rob Crowle

Mair Seal

Rudi Chaplin

Dave Robinson
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Good afternoon everyone and welcome back to Goldington Road as we
prepare for yet another battle against a fellow Top Four hopeful, welcoming
Cornish Pirates for our first home Championship fixture in eight weeks.

We are very pleased to welcome
Alan Paver and Gavin Cattle, their
coaching team, playing squad

and travelling supporters here to
Bedford for what | have no doubt will
be another cracker between our two
sides. It's always a hotly contested
battle with Pirates and hopefully it's
one today that we can come out on
the right side of.

We are very eager to get back

out on the field today for a quick
opportunity to re-write some of the
wrongs from last weekend's defeat
at Hartpury. We might not have been
helped in our cause but there'll be
no excuses from ourselves, we didn't
do enough to win the game and
have to return back to the way we
want to play as quickly as possible,
starting today.

Managing to remain in second place
courtesy of the two bonus points

is always pleasing, and our review
showed there were positives to
take from the game - it's not a case

of ripping things up and starting
again, but we'll be looking for subtle
changes to have a greater impact in
the game itself.

Being back in-front of our home
support is something we obviously
cherish, and we have a very proud
recent Goldington Road record

to try and protect this afternoon.
You always want to make your
home stadium a fortress and the
performances against Bristol and
Coventry before the break were
really impressive - those are the
levels we need to get back to.

There are nine games to go and

we need our #BluesFamily behind
us every step of the way as we aim
to fulfil our targets and ambitions.
Continue to get behind the team and
make your voices heard today.

Come On You Blues!

Tom Crunse

bl

Grafton

FLEET MOTOR

MIKE RAYER 4 TOM CRUSE 4 JIM HENRY 4 ROB CROWLE W MICHAEL LE BOURGEOIS

University of
Bedfordshire
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Taylor&Co

LAND & PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

Development land wanted with or
without planning permission

Consultancy access free of charge for
valuation & marketing process

Experienced Consultants with years
of experience of planning & land sale

Sale & Acquisition specialists

Huge database of reliable & dynamic
promoters, developers and builders

Friendly, approachable & available
without an appointment

01234 391099

taylorpropertyconsultants.com
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FOLLOWERS

_ASSOCIATION

The Followers Association warmly welcome all
those connected to Cornish Pirates. We know
supporters come from all over the country and
we'd like to especially give a shout out to those
from St Neots (Pepplers) and Clive Burden from
Hexham in Northumberland.

Pirates will be desperate to avenge their defeat to us
at the beginning of the season, as much as we will
want to continue our great form on home soil.

We took a very busy bus to Hartpury last week

to support a game which will not live long in the
memory! However, we never give up on our players
and we will be there in numbers again at Doncaster
next week and all the other away games. We know
you will be back stronger and more determined today
and onwards.

Our new improved website is up and running with
the added bonus of being able to book and pay for a
seat on the bus at the amazing price of only £10 for
members. Seats can still be booked in the traditional
way of in our office at home games, which is to the
right of the main gate and with Margaret as usual.
Take a look at the new site on www.bedfordrfa.org -
Jilly Lane, Chris Deverell and Mel Glover take a bow.

MAN OF THE
MATCH AWARD

Following the home
game v British Army,
the Bluegreen Design
Man of the Match award
was presented to

Lucas Titherington.

We publish the jackpot
winning numbers there
too, so please check
any tickets as we have
a few that have not
been claimed. And as

a reminder, our ticket
sellers wear pale blue hi-vis and prizes are £100, £50
and £25 in cash and redeemed on the day.

All members will have received an email with a Player
of the Season voting form. Please return these by
3rd May by email or to any committee member. Who
do you think has been the most consistent and/or
contributed the most on the pitch? Tough choice.

Looking back this is what | wrote as my notes nearly
two years ago: ‘Our ‘'shared’ U20 player Henry Pollock
excelled in a white shirt, four tries and three MOTM
awards and the passion he showed was infectious,
remember the name!!” Il leave that there.

Back to today, | predict an attritional game, the lads
will need to hear you, please don't disappoint.

Solveig Haywood
Bedford Rugby Followers Association

THE FOLLOWERS
MAN OF THE
MATCH AWARD

Following the game
away at Hartpury last
weekend, the Followers
chose Joey Conway as
their Man of the Match.

I'ftl\lt()il PARK

PROUD TO
SUPPLY THE
FINEST BRITISH
BEEF, VEALAND
VENISON TO
WAITROSE




BUILDING TRADITIONAL STYLED HOUSES DESIGNED
TO MEET ALL THE NEEDS OF MODERN LIVING.

Quality four and five bedroom detached available at Kimbolton, with future
developments at Brampton and Over.

For further details please visit

www.bewickhomes.co.uk

We are constantly seeking land opportunities which could be transformed into
superb new developments by Bewick Homes. We have considerable expertise
in resolving difficult planning problems, especially sites with previous planning
refusals. If you have any land that you think may be of interest to us then we
would be happy to talk to you without any obligation and can usually provide
you with a quick answer and valuation - contact us on 01480 775295.


https://bewickhomes.co.uk/
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BEDFORD BLUES WOMEN

THREE SUCCESSIVE
HOME VICTORIES
FOR BLUES WOMEN

BEDFORD
BLUES

It's been an exceptional last month for Bedford Blues
Women on home soil having picked up the maximum
15 points available to them with some incredibly
pleasing performances at Goldington Road.

Bletchley were blown away 97-5 back in February,
before an absolute classic against Welwyn was
edged 33-31 and a confident 26-5 success against
Wymondham Wasps last weekend.

There will be trickier times ahead with trips to Welwyn,
Ipswich and Peterborough still left to round off the
season, where just one victory from those matches
will see them wrap up second spot in the table. Not
bad indeed for their debut campaign at NC1 level.

Reflecting on recent outings, Bedford Blues Women
captain, Lucy Middleton said: “I'm incredibly proud
of the team for their efforts and hard work in these

recent fixtures.

“We spoke about trying to respond from the
disappointment of losing to Stamford at the start of
the year and | think we've well and truly done that
in the past few weeks, scoring over 150 points and
conceding very few.

“The title may have gotten away from us, but we'd
have all taken second if you'd have offered it to us

for our first season at this level, and we're one win
away from securing that position in the table which
should instil a lot of confidence for the final few weeks
of the season.

“There are some tough away games to finish but if we
can continue to keep fighting for each other then we
believe we can get the results.”
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LIMITED
Fire Response (UK) Ltd are a company based in Bedford, formed in
20I5. With decades of experience in the Electrical, Fire Detection and
Design Industry.

We place the customers needs at the centre of everything we do and

are fully commited to completing all works to the highest possible
standards.

«Complete compliance & maintenance packages available

* Flexibility to Buy or rent extinguishers -+ Great service with a local company
* Price promise guarantee

Fire Alarms @ Extinguisher & €Emergency lighting test GJ/
Fire Door Inspections Q)/ Fire Risk Assessments@/

For a survey, quote, appointment, or contract, please call today:

0345 52| 3510

or Email: sales@fireresponse.uk

@ REDCARE

0345 521 3510 sales@fireresponse.uk www.fireresponse.uk

Company Registration Number; 9538021 VAT number: 212494036



http://www.fireresponse.uk
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Opportunities to do the double over Cornish
Pirates don't come around very often, yet
today Bedford have the chance to do just
that after grinding out a last gasp victory at

The Mennaye back in October.

To complete the job this
afternoon, Mike Rayer’s side will
have to re-write the recent history
books with the away side tasting
success in this fixture on each of
the last three occasions.

Pirates sail into Bedford on the
highest of highs in terms of
proceedings in the Championship
having really put themselves

into the Top Four hunt with
victory over London Scottish last
weekend. It's a hotly contested
battle between six or seven
teams for those spots, but Pirates
have the advantage of seeming
to come good the longer the
season goes on and theyll fancy
themselves to back up their
second places finish in 23/24.

The formative Penzance & Newlyn
first played against Bedford on
7th April 1958 during Bedford's
Easter Tour to the West Country
which resulted in a win for the
home side 6-3. Since Cornish
Pirates have been established,
there have been 49 matches
played, Pirates leading the series
27-21 with one draw.

Blues Director of Rugby, Rayer
has been in charge for all of them
- Pirates being the side he has
faced the most in his tenure — and
lines up against them for the 50th
time this afternoon. That's an
incredible amount of miles on the
coach to Penzance clocked up!

With a couple of cup ties thrown
in for good measure, this has
become a regular fixture with
this the tenth meeting in just
four seasons. Those last seven
meetings have averaged just
shy of 61 points, so it's set to be
another cracker this afternoon.

We welcome all from Cornwall to
Goldington Road and hope they
enjoy a trip which has become
rather familiar in recent times.

BLUES V PRATES
PREVIOUS-ACTION
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FIRE & SECURITY

Part of the andwis. group

Fire Protection
End to End design, install and commission of fire and life safety systems to
suit your building regulations, application and to ensure total compliance.

Security Systems Integrations
Traditional and cloud based security system solutions for sites and
buildings to safeguard access, security control and data.

Monitoring & Maintenance
Central receiving centre 24/7/365 monitoring to NSI Gold Standard with
integrated response and maintenance.

Occupants Safety & Wellness
Smart building system integrations to keep occupants safe and well,
productive and happy.

0800 294 6550
www.acesecurity.co.uk
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Alex Everett
BACK ROW
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Will Trewin
FULL BACK

Currently in his third season down in Cornwall,
ever reliable Alex Everett will be looking to maintain
his particularly impressive recent form which has
coincided with Pirates continuing their upwards
trajectory towards the Championship’s Top Four.

Born in Kent, and growing up in and around the Saracens
Academy, Everett made his first inroads into professional
rugby while studying at Cardiff University - representing
Welsh Premiership duo, Newport and Cardiff.

His performances earnt him a few inclusions in the
regional system, making a European debut against
Toulouse. Settling in Cornwall, Everett has been an
ever present in the Pirates squad whenever available

for selection.

Well past the 50 appearances marker, Everett was
proudly named ‘Player of the Year' for 2022/23. He

followed that up with the John Stirling Memorial Cup
for Commitment last season, as well an inclusion into
the Championship Clubs Podcast Team of the Season.

BN AT

SAFETY MATTERS

All persons attending fixtures at Bedford
Rugby Club in possession of tickets for the
Eagle Stand should note that in order to
comply with the conditions of the Club
Safety Certificate certain restrictions have to
be imposed on occupants of seats within
this stand:

No smoking is permitted in any part of the
stand. No bottles, cans or glasses can be
taken into the stand.

OTHER AREAS

In addition to the
above it should be
noted that bottles
and glasses are not
permitted in any
part of the ground

except inside the bars,

therefore drinks will
continue to be served
in plastic containers
on matchdays.

One of the form players in the division, having
been named in the Championship Clubs Podcast
Team of the Week for three of the past four rounds
of action, Will Trewin continues to impress in his
third campaign at Pirates.

A local lad, who played youth rugby at Helston RFC,
Trewin also represented Exeter Chiefs U23s and Redruth
before signing into the second tier of English rugby.

A talented sportsman all round, having also excelled
at football and cricket in his younger days, it was
always pretty much a guarantee that Trewin would
find his way into sport somehow - with his father,
brother and sister all making a name for themselves ¢
across various disciplines. )

He was one of eight Pirates players nominated for

the Team of the Season last year, just narrowly

missing out himself, but you'd estimate he'd be a g
shoo in this time around after a number of standout
displays in league and cup competition.

EVACUATION PROCEDURES

All spectators should note that in the unlikely event of an evacuation
becoming necessary, an announcement will be made over the public
address system immediately proceeded by a warning klaxon sound,
informing them of areas that are to be evacuated. As this announcement
is being made stewards will open emergency exits and gates, all of
which are clearly indicated. Safety stewards will then direct spectators
as to which route they should use to leave the ground. In order that any
evacuation is conducted as quickly and safely as possible all spectators
are requested to comply with the instructions of Safety stewards.

Match tickets should be retained in the event of an evacuation should
the game be rescheduled for another date.
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INJQUAL

CYBER
STARS

Cybercrime is now estimated
to cost the UK economy

over £27Bn per year having
significant operational,
reputational and financial
impact to businesses.

Over 90% of cyber-attacks are caused
by basic human error.Impact can be
mitigated through education and
awareness.

The Cyber Stars Initiative, delivered to
over 300,000 people across more than
30 countries, builds human resilience to
cyber threats. -

 Sustainable Cyber Security Training
for Business

' Infrastructure Assessments

* Policy Development and Design

 Personal Cyber Security Risk
Assessment

-—

A www.intqual-pro.com/cyber
% Cyber@intqual-pro.com


http://www.intqual-pro.com/cyber
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LAST...

...RUGBY MEMORY?
| started playing rugby in school,
Year Three.

...CAR YOU OWNED?
MGZR in red. 1.4. Bosh.

...SPORTING EVENT YOU ATTENDED?

...SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNT YOU
CHECK IN THE MORNING?
WhatsApp.

00 9O

...BROKEN BONE?
Never broken one.

...CRUSH?
Pamela Anderson.

...PET?
A hamster called Bertie.

...THING YOU DO AFTER A MATCH?
Enjoy a beer.

000 6

TN A TR

Ipswich Town v Liverpool. We lost 7-0.

...THING YOU BOUGHT?
I bought my son a ‘babyccino’.

...TIME YOU CRIED?
When my mortgage rate went up.

...THING YOU GOOGLED?
The weather, bit boring really.

...SPORTING EVENT YOU ATTENDED?
West Ham v Manchester City.

...HOLIDAY YOU WENT ON?
America.

...PERSON YOU CALLED?
My estate agent.

...TV SERIES THAT HAD YOU HOOKED?
Adolescence on Netflix.

...SONG YOU LISTENED TO ON SPOTIFY?
The Happy Song - it's a baby song.

...PLAYER YOU'D WANT TO SHARE A
HOTEL ROOM WITH?
Michael Le Bourgeois - he's a nightmare,
he'd probably give me a wedgie or
something daft while I sleep.

00@BRE00GO

WITH
SAM ROBERTS &

GENESIS BOOK ONLINE AT

BEOFORD

STOUT
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SUSTAINABLE

recycling & waste
management

e Commercial recycling
& waste collection

* Food recycling

* Hazardous waste
management

* Interceptors /

* Confidential waste I — 1339
* Wheelie bins ——
* Skips

Call 0845 260 2000 & A=

Email info@cawleys.co.uk

Visit Cawleys.co.uk

000


http://bedfordrugby.co.uk/tickets
http://www.cawleys.co.uk

BEDFORD

3pm KO f

L

. SAT 12 A :

£l ohune p:écmﬁf X
ON ADULT TICKETS

- "o » =
i R e o % 8 3
LT LN U
N ;" res t" WY

l_ In aid of

MATCH = " Parkinson’s
SPONSOR Copybox “ UK



http://bedfordrugby.co.uk/tickets

( IaytOnS 532 GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD

QUALITY CLOTHING CLAYTONSONLINE.CO.UK

‘® o

Barbour-

BEDFORDSHIRE’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT CLOTHING STORE



http://www.claytonsonline.co.uk
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Out injured this afternoon
but raring to go when
back fully fit, Joel Matavesi
talks life juggling working
with the Bedford Blues
Foundation alongside his
thriving rugby career. -




Let’s start by talking about this
afternoon’s game, Joel. What sort
of test are you expecting from
Cornish Pirates?

Let's not dress it up, this is a massive game.

We were really disappointed with our performance
last weekend and we want to put it right back in
front of our home supporters. Our recent record
at Goldington Road has been good, and we want
that to continue.

This fixture is a bit of a weird one really because
both teams are historically good at home but then
when it comes to facing each other, we've beat
them the last few times down at The Mennaye and
they've beat us here at Goldington Road.

Pirates have picked up a bit of form so we're
expecting an altogether different test on Saturday
in comparison to the game back in September. The
team under Gavin Cattle and Alan Paver are always
built on a strong set piece, solid defence so we'll
know what to expect on that front.

In years gone by, we'd have probably lost down in
Cornwall but this season, we're turning those close
ones into victories for the most part and the table
reflects it. We don't mind getting down to the nitty
gritty stuff which is maybe unlike Bedford but good
that we can showcase different styles to our game.

44 We speak regarding
every game here at
Goldington Road
about how do we get
the crowd quickly
into the game... #¥#

Being back at home in league action
for the first time in two months must
be pleasing. How important is it to
get back to winning ways as soon as
possible?

We speak regarding every game here at Goldington
Road about how do we get the crowd quickly into
the game. The Premiership Rugby Cup was great,
good to play different teams, but the break from
league action has been so long and it has killed

us a bit.

We're still second after last weekend's game, so still
in a great position to finish strongly through this
final block, but certainly the key thing for us is to
get back to winning ways as soon as possible and
hopefully that's today.

When you're in the form that we were in before
the break, you never want to stop playing. Mentally
it was probably good to have that break but you
could see how things didn't quite flow like they
had been previously last weekend and that's

on us, we won't hide away from it.
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Obviously frustrating for you with
the injury sustained last week, but
hopefully not too long in terms of a
spell on the sidelines. How's the first
week of recovery getting on?

Of course it's frustrating when you're injured but it's
been about how you can best impact on the team
heading into today's game, whether that's trying
your best to boost morale, or try to get
involved in helping at training where
you can.

V Nobody wants to be injured but you
just have to make the most of it.
Hopefully I've still managed to play
my part in the preparation for this
game, and I'll try to replicate that for however long
I'm unavailable for selection as well.

Also keeping you busy at the moment
is your work with Bedford Blues
Foundation. How inspiring are you
finding that, trying to make a positive
impact across Bedfordshire?

It's been challenging since taking the role, but I've
absolutely loved it. Stepping away from full time
rugby and coming into this side of things has been
eye opening but extremely rewarding.

A lot of my role revolves around mentoring so
some of the students we have come to us may be
a little disengaged from school, so we try and find
ways and resources to get them thriving back in an
educational environment.

Rugby has some great values which tie into what we
do at the Foundation and hopefully we can see the
impact that's having on the schooling system within
the county. The club and the Foundation are so
entwined that it makes my time very fulfilling. It fits
perfectly for me.




B&W Waste
Management

HAZARDOUS
WASTE

All waste, all sizes, we can
manage your waste
bespoke to your company.
We strive to deliver a top
quality service with not
only cost-effective but
direct solutions providing
full traceability of how your
waste is disposed of.

ASBESTOS SERVICES

Our specialised teams ensure asbestos
is managed in a compliant fashion
from start to finish. No matter the size,
we have done it and are lucky enough
to dispose of the asbestos at our own
licensed transfer station facility.

SKIP HIRE

Our fleet of skips can assist
you in any way you need.
From continual production
lines to one-off projects, we
have you covered.

WASTE TO ENERGY

8V]VV2b§pr€%!|i551:S7.CZLJ7k o O @


http://www.bw-specialists.co.uk

"

Blues .
Foundation

ALKING RUGBY!

\ _V Bedfbrd International Athletic Stadium
o NN irkers Lane, Bedford, MK41 9SB
' E ‘ery Friday, 10.30am - 11.30am %

‘ - £3.50 per session, all abilities 50+, just turn ﬂp

Open to all abilities aged 50+, if you are
looking to get your rugby fix, this could be for you.
Non-contact, walking rugby.

Part of Bedford Borough Council’s Live Longer B
Better programme.
www.bluesfoundation.org.uk/walkingrugby
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WHERE ARE. THE Y N

by Marie Davies

Back Row

When Rich Lane joined Bristol Bears, Joe was
made captain for the final two league games and
the Championship Cup campaign, which was
played at the end of the 2021-22 season.

Joe’s rugby career

Joe was capped by England at age group and
student level. Having started his rugby career for
Loughborough University Students, who were in
National One, Joe joined Cornish Pirates in 2013
for three seasons, making 67 appearances, before
heading to Richmond to play for London Scottish
in 2016. He made 50 appearances, scoring 11
tries and in his first season was named Players’
4 Player of the Season. Before joining Wasps in
2018, Joe had built a reputation as one of the
Championship's best openside flankers, so we
were very happy to welcome him to Goldington
Road in 2019.

JOE IN ACTION

JOE ATKINSON

Galoe L Sy

2019-22. 53 appearances. Five tries

Joe writes

I was born in Winchester and | watched a lot

of rugby when | was growing up because my

Dad used to play for the local club. | would
always watch the games and be drawn into the
atmosphere. | was lucky enough to watch the rise
of England'’s ‘infamous’ 2003 squad, so obviously
Jonny Wilkinson was a stand-out inspiration.

I went to Churcher’s College where | played at
Number 8 and sometimes in the centre. | played
and enjoyed other sports as well, especially cricket
and hockey.

I went straight from school to Loughborough
University and played in National League 1 and

2 plus the BUCS set-up (British Universities and
Colleges Sport-rugby). | have great memories of
when we were promoted from National 2 North to
National 1 with five games still to go in the season.

1

-
EDFORD /(
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JOE'S FINAL GAME AT GOLDINGTON ROAD
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From Loughborough, | went to play for Cornish
Pirates, London Scottish, and Wasps. When | am
asked how | came to play for Bedford | always say
how much | enjoyed playing against Bedford when
| was at London Scottish and Pirates, so when

I left Wasps, Bedford was the first club | looked

at. Also, when I was at London Scottish, | played

a season with Bedford's legendary Jake Sharp
when he was a player/coach there. He was back
coaching at Bedford so | got in contact with him
and asked him to put in a good word for me with
Mike. The rest, as they say, is history. | had three
very enjoyable seasons at Goldington Road even
though my time there was interrupted by COVID.
In the 2019/20 season, we were having quite a
tough time. There were plenty of ‘close shave’
games and games that got away from us. We lost
a few consecutive games by a couple of points, but
then we came back from three tries down against
London Scottish to win and that turned our
campaign around until it was rudely interrupted by
COVID. We had some cracking derby games that
even if they weren't the prettiest, were certainly
packed with intensity and passion.

I'always got a warm reception when we headed
back down to Pirates. Although | am not sure
about the Mennaye being a favourite ‘away’
ground! As a Pirates player, we always used to
say that visiting teams, ‘Don't like it down the
Mennaye', probably because of the 6+ hour
coach journey!

I’ managed to come up to Bedford for Tappers’
Testimonial last year, so | got to catch up with a lot
of old faces, which was great. Hopefully, Deano’s
testimonial won't be far off now and | can come up
to Bedford again - cough, cough'.

a5 B A

ey | 1

BEDFORDBLUESRFC [ I} BEDFORD-BLUES 25

There were many social highlights during my time
at the Blues. | enjoyed the team bonding trips,
especially Barcelona. The Spanish stories were
folklore among the lads for a couple of years! Even
the boys who weren't at the club at the time felt
like they had been there, which was down to the
amount it was spoken about. Also, the pre-season
‘camp out’ along the River Ouse, with kayaking,
campfires and singing was very memorable.

| decided to retire from playing at the end of
the 2022 season and concentrate on my family
farming career. | am working on my farm in
the South Downs National Park where we have
livestock, arable and contracting enterprises.
My wife Sof and | now have two boys, Maxwell
and Eli. They are growing up as feral farm kids!
The only rugby | play now is for charity games
and testimonials. | need a new leisure activity!
I'm thinking... Padel!

I'am so pleased to see Bedford's impressive
position in the Championship and wish the team
good luck for the rest of the season.



Bedfordshire's Local Nature
Recovery Strategy

Help us to
identify and map
areas for nature
recovery

To take part in the short 7] : é8Your
survey scan the QR code or go g o voice -

to www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/Inrs AL ot matters’

REBEL WITHC™" T
A CAUSE.

Sign up to Rebel Energy and the club will get £50

Join Rebel for clean energy that helps people out of fuel poverty.
Not to mention our excellent customer service.

rebelenergy.com/blues



http://www.rebelenergy.com/blues
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs
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WHEN WE

WERE YOUNG °

Blues players reminisce about their childhoods...

From early memories to advice given,
nicknames to first replica kit worn,
we delve a bit déeper to find out more...

»

ELLIO

BEDFORDBLUESRFC

Best childhood memory

My older brother teaching

me how to talk to people at
summer camp. His easy laugh
and calm confidence showed
me how to listen, ask the right
questions, and make someone
feel seen.

Nicknames

None. They often define us in
unforgettable ways.

Favourite lesson in school

Art - we're all just looking for
something real.

Best piece of
advice received

Stop saying sorry all the time.
First sporting icon

Stefan Janoski.

B3 B3 BEDFORD-BLUES

BEDFORD
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First sports jersey
someone bought you

A Bedford Blues one! It's a
jersey that reminds me of
where | came from, and also
where I'm going.

I wish I was there

The invention of the internet or
when the first meme was made
- that's the moment humanity
realised it could waste time in
the most creative ways possible.
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T Hosted Onsite or
) Services Cloud
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Server
Support Cloud Provision Equipment
Backup 4 Supply &

Alan Harper Smith Services Install

M: 07798 673446 - e el g Web
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PROUD SPONSORS OF BEDFORD BLUES

R J ROOFING..

Unit 16, Glenmore Business Park, Stanley Road, Bedford. MK42 0XY

T: 01234 305924

E: info@rjroofing.org.uk W: www.rjroofing.org.uk

"Dedicated to the art of roofing"
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ACTION “
REPLAY

V HARTPURY UNIVERSITY

BEDFORD BLUES

T Heffernan, Matavesi, James, ;
Titherington

C Maisey (3) “

P

HARTPURY uNIVERSITY

™
T Austin (2), Davies, Holliday U
C Bazalgette (3) HARTPURY

P Bazalgette

[~ TR s

22 Mar 2025 | The 4ED Hartpury Stadium

L 29-26

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GARY LEA PHOTOGRAPHY

o) -

It was a disappointing return to Championship
action as an off-colour Bedford Blues fell to
defeat against fellow top four contenders,
Hartpury University.

A game where Blues made too many errors to
warrant a victory, it's not always a bad thing if you
can pick up two points on your off days - clinging
onto second place in the table ahead of this
afternoon’s contest.

Mike Rayer's men put some nice passages of play
together for their tries, but they were too far and
between and ultimately Hartpury's early 15 point
advantage proved too much to overcome.

No time to dwell but ample opportunity to put
things right with fixtures coming thick and fast to
conclude the 2024/25 season.

View the full Match Report at, - -

bedfordrugby.co.uk o



https://bedfordrugby.co.uk/news/2025/03/report-colour-blues-downed-hartpury

Bedford’s premier
lettings agency
is proud

to support
Bedford Blues

YAYNE
BEARD

Provincial House, 3 Goldington Road Bedford MK40 3JY
tel: 01234 327677
email: enquiries@jaynebeard.co.uk



https://www.jaynebeard.co.uk/

WITH US,

“ .' University of
Bedfordshire

APPLY NOW
BEDS.AC.UK

G. MOORE HAULAGE

LIMITED
Established 1979

SERVING BEDFORDSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE & HERTFORDSHIRE

¢ BULK EARTH MOVINGe
® AGGREGATE RECYCLINGe
o MATERIAL SUPPLIERSe

GRAB, TIPPER & PLANT HIRE

TEL: 01234 851731

gmoorehaulage@btconnect.com


http://www.beds.ac.uk
https://www.gmoorehaulage.co.uk/
https://www.jaynebeard.co.uk/
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— [itness first

Put your ﬁtnes§ first

Our doors are open, come in...

TRY US
FOR FREE

Aspects Leisure Park, Newnham Avenue, MK 9L ~m 01234 763930

. MERCURE

HOTEL

The Mercur;a Bedford Centre Hotel is ideally situated
in the heart of Bedford

Within walking distance of Bedford Railway Station and the Bedford Blues
Stadium at Goldington Road

Prime location with great transport links

Onsite Parking

Great place to meet other fans for a pre-match pint or post match discussion and
dinner

On the bank of the River Great Ouse, with beautiful views of the embankment

We look forward to welcoming you to the Mercure Bedford Centre Hotel

MERCURE BEDFORD CENTRE HOTEL,
2 ST MARY'S STREET, BEDFORD MK42 OAR
01234 799988
Office.FRONT@accor.com



https://www.fitnessfirst.co.uk/find-a-gym/bedford?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand_locations&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3JanBhCPARIsAJpXTx5GZaGENbhUV7xqfuVjco6DRj-t7QxChEKqpLsvf1Di2cWE2TmlaiwaAgzhEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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Ace Fire & Security Dixon & Sons Hatters Fine Furnishings Simply Tree Services
Bewick Homes Document Logistix Jaltek Springfield
Cawleys Eagle Travel KB Pallets Taylor & Co Property
Ceetak Ltd Green Light Consultancy ~ The Mercure Bedford Hotel ~ Wady's Electrical
Chicken George Jr Group T BMW Paul Riches Skips Woburn Country Foods
Copybox Document Systems ~ Growing Beds R Roofing

D Gibbs Maintenance Harpur Wealth Management RSP UK Suction Excavators
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John Hanlon & Co RAS Data

Lane & Holmes Rawlinson Pryde
Magyar Farming Stimpson Eves

Michael R Peters The Gate Installation Co.
Monico Tunley Ltd Trust Insurance
murraYoung Ugly Frog Consulting Ltd

Club Towers

CRN Ltd

Custom Concrete
David Russell Builders
Dutton Engineering

G Moore Haulage

Ampthill Fireplaces
Anglian Fasteners
Bedford Independent
Bedford Modern School
Bedford School
Blackchair

Box & Charnock
Budgens of Bedford
Clarabut & Plumbe

Core Performance
Fry Estate Agents
Harrison’s Electrical

Handelsbanken
Haon Garden Rooms
Hollands Smith

Oliver Landpower
RED Construction Group
RIW Machinery

NewTech
N J Metrology
Parias Interiors

Woodfines Solicitors
Woodstock Foods

SM Planning
White Hart Press




Bedford
Battery

CO. LD

Delivering a quick and efficient on-demand service for auto and
electrical parts within Bedford, Milton Keynes, Northampton and
Wellingborough including:

Batteries

Brake Systems
Lubricants and Additives
Service Packs

Exhausts

Tyres

Also providing several services including:

« Battery Fitting
« Air Conditioning Servicing & Repair

For all enquiries, please contact us on:

01234 340661
www.bedfordbattery.co.uk

AR
YUASA  COMMA (CALMOTOR ®

% ELECTR

anron
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Open at 73,

New Coffee House in Bedford

At No.7 Coffee House we believe good
things really do come in 7's; you will
notice this theme within the Coffee
House, even-every 7th.coffee isfree!

Outstanding coffee served by our
baristas!

Free Wi-Fi

Disabled Access

Dog Friendly

3 Wellington St

Bedford . 0
MK40 2HZ

In partnership with Bedford Blues,
rugby kit is available to purchase in store

dGibbs

CARPENTRY

07799 412459

01234 365627

www.dgibbsmaintenance.co.uk



https://www.bedfordbattery.co.uk/
http://www.dgibbsmaintenance.co.uk
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STATS CORNER .lal i

It was a tough return to Championship Rugby for Bedford Blues as
they struggled to get any sort of ascendancy in the contest when “
falling to a disappointing defeat against Hartpury University.

An afternoon to forget for Mike Rayer's side who were dominated
in pretty much every facet of the game, but to get two points when
things aren't going so well isn't exactly the worst haul to keep above
water in the race for the Top Four.

Here's what we learned last time out at The 4ED Hartpury Stadium...

TACKLES MADE

TEAM TOTAL - 56

I iiCHAEL LE BOURGEOIS - 8
I )~ Vs FisH -7

I RORY WARD - 5

I Lukc FrROST -4

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

CARRIES INTO CONTACT

TEAM TOTAL - 100

I oty conway - 10

I ©'s'N HEFFERNAN & FRED TUILAGI - 9

I oVvMY HERMAN - 8

I ot HOWARD & LUKE FROST - 7

0 20 40 60 80 100

TEAM TOTAL - 166

I V' MAISEY - 25
I )~ Vs LENNON - 14
Il jocL vATAVESI - 10

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160




2024/25 SEASON

FIXTURES, RESULTS & TABLES

t PREMIERSHIP

FIXTURES APPEARANCES Il “H4TRoxsme . RUGEY CUP

Championship & Cup ﬁ @ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ

OPPONENT RESULT — —
Caldy H cHAMP W 45-19 CONWAY HERMAN  HEFFERNAN SMITH FROST TUILAGI ARTHUR
SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2024 JACK LANGDON O'CONNOR KERRY

Coventry A CHAVP L 7-45 CONWAY FISH HEFFERNAN SMITH FROST BROWN ARTHUR
SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2024 JACK LANGDON O'CONNOR KERRY

Hartpury Uni H cHAMP W 35-32 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN SMITH KERRY FROST ARTHUR
SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER 2024 CONWAY LANGDON NONLEH BENSON HOWARD

Cornish Pirates A CHAMP W 28-24 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN PROWSE WARD BROWN ARTHUR
SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER 2024 CONWAY HERMAN NONLEH SMITH

Doncaster Knights H cHAvP W 34-18 CONWAY FISH HEFFERNAN PROWSE FROST HOWARD ARTHUR
SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2024 SCOLA WRIGHT NONLEH SMITH KERRY
Bristol Bears A cup L 19-67 CONWAY HERMAN NONLEH SMITH KERRY FROST HOWARD
SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2024 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN ARTHUR WARD

Ampthill H cup W 266 JACK FISH HEFFERNAN WARD SMITH FROST ARTHUR
FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2024 CONWAY HERMAN NONLEH KERRY HOWARD
Bath Hcwp L 721 CONWAY HERMAN NONLEH WARD SMITH BROWN HOWARD
SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2024 JACK LANGDON HEFFERNAN FROST KERRY

Nottingham A CHAMP W 17-10 CONWAY  LANGDON  HEFFERNAN SPENCER WARD FROST BROWN
FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2024 JACK HERMAN NONLEH KERRY ARTHUR
Ealing Trailfinders H cHAmP L 17-25 CONWAY STEWART  HEFFERNAN PROWSE WARD FROST HOWARD
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 2024 JACK HERMAN NONLEH SMITH ARTHUR

London Scottish A cHAMP W 22-20 JACK STEWART ~ HEFFERNAN SMITH WARD FROST HOWARD
SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER 2024 CONWAY HERMAN NONLEH KING WOOLFORD

Chinnor A CHAMP L 5-18 CONWAY HERMAN  HEFFERNAN FROST WOOLFORD BROWN HOWARD
SATURDAY 21 DECEMBER 2024 JACK STEWART NONLEH KERRY TUILAGI
Cambridge H cHAMP W 50-7 CONWAY STEWART  HEFFERNAN FROST WOOLFORD BROWN HOWARD
SATURDAY 28 DECEMBER 2024 JACK LANGDON NONLEH PROWSE

Ampthill H CHAMP W 45-24 JACK HERMAN  HEFFERNAN WARD WOOLFORD FROST BROWN
SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 2025 CONWAY WRIGHT HAY HOWARD SMITH

Coventry H cHAvP W 27-23 JACK HERMAN  HEFFERNAN FROST WOOLFORD BROWN HOWARD
FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 2025 CONWAY FISH

Bath A Ccup L 2643 CONWAY FISH HEFFERNAN WARD WOOLFORD FROST HOWARD
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2025 JACK LANGDON NONLEH ARTHUR HERMAN
Bristol Bears H cup W 23-14 JACK LANGDON  HEFFERNAN FROST WOOLFORD TUILAGI ARTHUR
FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2025 CONWAY HERMAN HAY uLcoQ HOWARD
Ampthill A cup W 217 CONWAY HERMAN  HEFFERNAN FROST WOOLFORD ~ HOWARD ARTHUR
SATURDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2025 JACK LANGDON HAY KING WARD

Hartpury Uni A CHAMP L 26-29 CONWAY HERMAN  HEFFERNAN WARD WOOLFORD FROST HOWARD
SATURDAY 22 MARCH 2025 JACK FISH NONLEH PROWSE BENSON
Cornish Pirates H cHAmMP

SATURDAY 29 MARCH 2025 ‘\’) CHAMPIONSHIP.
Doncaster Knights A CHAMP 2024/25 CHAMPIONSHIP Updated 24.3.25 ||| Ill RUGBY

SATURDAY 5 APRIL 2025 Team P W D L F A +/- BP PTS
Nottingham H cHAwvP 1 Ealing Trailfinders 13 11 0 2 650 262 388 13 57
SATURDAY 12 APRIL 2025 2 Bedford Blues 139 0 4 358 294 64 9 45

Ealing Trailfinders A CHAMP 3 Coventry 13 9 0 4 367 313 54 s 44
SATURDAY 19 APRIL 2025

London Scottish H CHAMP 4 Hartpury University 13 8 0 5 373 342 31 0 42
o oo 5 Nottingham 13 7 0 6 372 278 94 10 38
Ampthill A CHAMP 6  Cornish Pirates 13 7 0 6 324 340 -16 9 37
SATURDAY 10 MAY 2025 7  Doncaster Knights 13 6 0 7 313 303 10 7 31
Cambridge A CHAMP 8 London Scottish 13 5 0 8 320 358 -38 9 29
SATURDAY 17 MAY 2025 9  Ampthill 13 5 0 8 300 442 -142 9 29
Chinnor H cHAvP 10 Chinnor 13 5 0 8 279 295 -16 6 26
SATURDAY 24 MIAY 2025 11 Caldy 13 3 0 10 255 374 -119 7 19

Caldy A CHAMP 12 Cambridge 13 3 0 10 248 558 -310 5 17

SATURDAY 31 MAY 2025

The Championship Points System 4 pts-win 2 pts-draw 1 bonus pt -4 or more tries 1 bonus pt - losing by 7 or less
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KING LENNON MAISEY GARSIDE  LE BOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ WORLEY JAMES
BENSON J GARSIDE MATAVESI COUSINS
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY GARSIDE MATAVESI  LEBOURGEOIS ~ WORLEY JAMES
BENSON LENNON TITHERINGTON COUSINS
BROWN DAY MAISEY GARSIDE  LEBOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ COUSINS JAMES
MATAVES| WORLEY
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  LE BOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
HOWARD LENNON MAKEPEACE-CUBITT ~ WORLEY
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  LE BOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
LENNON MAKEPEACE-CUBITT WORLEY
BENSON LENNON MAISEY ADAMSON TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE GLISTER WORLEY
DAY MATAVES| JAMES
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
LENNON LEBOURGEOIS / GLISTER
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
ARTHUR WEIMANN WORLEY
HOWARD DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  LE BOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
KING
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY GARSIDE  LE BOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ WORLEY JAMES
WEIMANN MATAVES| MAKEPEACE-CUBITT
TUILAGI LENNON MAISEY GARSIDE  LEBOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ WORLEY BAKER
WEIMANN MATAVESI MAKEPEACE-CUBITT
KING WEIMANN  MAKEPEACE-CUBITT ADAMSON  MATAVESI  LEBOURGEOIS ~ GARSIDE JAMES
LENNON MAISEY WORLEY
TUILAGI LENNON MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI LEBOURGEOIS ~ WORLEY
KING J GARSIDE TITHERINGTON MAKEPEACE-CUBITT
TUILAGI LENNON MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI LEBOURGEOIS ~ WORLEY JAMES
KING DAY TITHERINGTON
KING DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI LEBOURGEOIS ~ GARSIDE JAMES
ARTHUR
KING DAY MAISEY WORLEY MATAVESI  TITHERINGTON  GARSIDE JAMES
TUILAGI LENNON LE BOURGEOIS
KING LENNON MAISEY WORLEY  LEBOURGEOIS TITHERINGTON ~ GARSIDE JAMES
DAY MATAVES|
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY WORLEY MATAVESI  TITHERINGTON ] GARSIDE JAMES
LE BOURGEOIS
TUILAGI DAY MAISEY ADAMSON  MATAVESI LEBOURGEOIS ~ GARSIDE JAMES
LENNON TITHERINGTON
| | Bedford Blues v Cornish Pirates
Caldy v Ampthill
" " RUGBY Cambridge v Hartpury RFC
CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES  cChinnor v Coventry
Ealing Trailfinders v Nottingham
| 29 March 2025 London Scottish v Doncaster

Visit the Blues YouTube page via the Club website to watch the action...

MATCH
TRYLIGF
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BEDFORD
BLUES

«
SCORERS

Championship &
Premiership Cup

39

TRIES | KICKS TOTAL
C P Dg

Alex Day 2 10
Alex Woolford
Alfie Garside 3 15
Cameron King
Dean Adamson 10 50
Fred Tuilagi 3 15
Jac Arthur
James Fish 1 5
James Lennon 1 5
Jamie Elliott
Jamie Jack
Joe Howard 5 25
Joel Matavesi 4 20
Joey Conway 4 20
Louis James 5 25
Lucas Titherington 4 20
Luke Frost 1 5
Matt Worley 6 30
Michael Le Bourgeois 2 10
Oisin Heffernan 3 15
Pat Tapley
Rory Ward
Shay Kerry
Tommy Herman 5 25
Will Maisey 3153|19 148
Archie Benson
Henry Nanka-Bruce
Jake Garside
Kieran Perkins
Nathan Langdon 1 5
Reuben Logan
Toby Cousins 1 5
Wil Glister
Craig Wright 1 5
John Stewart 1 5
Ed Prowse 1 5
George Smith 1 5
Austin Hay
Charlie Ulcog
Louis Haley



http://bedfordrugby.co.uk/tickets
https://www.youtube.com/user/BedfordBluesVids/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BedfordBluesVids/

BEDFORD

= |00y SHAMPLONS:P
s Sat 29 Mar 2025 | KO 3pm
| PIRATES

BEDFORD BLUES V CORNISH PIRATES
15 Louis James Will Trewin 15
14 Matt Worley Arthur Relton 14
13 Lucas Titherington Charlie McCaig 13
12 Michael Le Bourgeois (Capt) Chester Ribbons 12
11 Dean Adamson Matt McNab 11
10 Will Maisey Bruce Houston 10

9 James Lennon Dan Hiscocks 9

1 Jamie Jack Oisin Michel

2 James Fish Sol Moody 2

3 Oisin Heffernan James French 3

4 Ed Prowse Alfie Bell 4

5 Alex Woolford Josh King 5

6 Archie Benson Matt Cannon 6

7 Joe Howard (Capt) Alex Everett 7

8 Fred Tuilagi Tomiwa Agbongbon 8
REPLACEMENTS OFFICIALS REPLACEMENTS

R Charlie Gayther

16 Tommy Herman
AR1 Mike Hudson

Dylan Irvine 16

17 Joey Conway AR2 Gregg Dawson Billy Young 17
18 Beltus Nonleh 4 Andrew Torrens Jay Tyack 18
19 Rory Ward 5t Ben Minney Buster Rice 19
v Y

20 Luke Frost Fintan Coleman 20 A
21 Alex Day All Bedford Blues photography by Will Rigelsford 21 "

. . Claire Jones - redhatphoto.co.uk .
22 Alfie Garside Kie Fewster - gallery.keyeyeshoots.co.uk Iwan Jenkins 22 ";
23 Jake Garside Simon Fraser - Bedford Sports Photos Joe Elderkin 23
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