February 2026

Volume 24, Issue 2

flooringmaster
ANNIVERSARY EVENT

Riverview

|
(813) 714-7232

11531 Balm Riverview Rd
Riverview, FL 33569

SERVER

YourR CoMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

‘Buscin Gardens

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 20
SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 41

Ph: 813-657-2418
CELEBRATING 24 YEARS OF PUBLISHING POSITIVE COMMUNITY NEWS

CHAMBER UNVEILS NEW BUSINESS | ALIFETIME OF SERVICE CONTINUES FOR

EXPO TO BOOST LOCAL CONNECTIONS | NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT OF VETERANS
Stalf Report COUNCIL OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

The Great- will  be . .
or SouthShore entered By Denise Sansosti
Chamber of Com- into prize Retired US. Air = Squadron, MOAA and
merce is inviting drawings | Force Lt. Col. Joseph the Logistics Officers
businesses, non- featuring Muhlberger has been £ Association.
profits and resi- items and elected president of & He also represents
dents to take part offers re- | the Veterans Council § the Library of Con-
in a new kind of deemable of Hillsborough Coun =i gress \eterans His-
business expo de- through- s tory Project, helping
signed to be more ~out the preserve firsthand
interactive, more commu- B accounts from veter-
engaging and nity — a groups to better serve ans of World War I
more valuable for | win  for the county’s veteran through present-day
everyone involved. The attendees and | community. conflicts. For the past
inaugural Spring Busi- A T vendors  alike The ~ mission of § year, he has also host-
ness Expo will be held ?1, & through in- | VCHC is to bring to- ed Veterans Corner
on Friday, February 27, 7 creased traffic gether  Hillshorough | Radio (https://veter-
from 9 am.-12 Noon O » and  conversa- County veteran or- anscornerradio.com/),
at United Methodist i ganizations to plan, Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. ]osephMuhlberger weekly  podcast
Church at Sun City w Vendors  will promote and conduct patriotic programs, reaching all 50 states and 47 countries, with
Center, located at 1971 also benefit events and activities for the community. The more than 2 million listeners worldwide.
Haverford Ave. in Sun SOUTHSHORE from a ven- council also maintains a close relationship  "We want to hear from our veterans or
City Center, and is free dor-to-vendor with county officials on veteran and mili- from nationwide organizations that support
and open to the public. Chamber of Commerce networking in- | tary-related issues. veterans,” he said.

Unlike traditional
expos where vendors wait for foot traffic,
this event has been intentionally designed
to spark conversations and build meaning-
ful connections. The timing is ideal, orga-
nizers said, as Sun City Center's full-time
residents and seasonal ‘snowbirds’ are all
in town, creating a strong audience for par-
ticipating businesses.

One of the key features is a vendor pro-
motion partnership, which encourages ex-
hibitors to help spread the word. Vendors
who promote the expo through social me-
dia, their place of business or community,
church or neighborhood groups will receive
a $25 discount on bhooth fees. In addition,
the chamber will advertise across its social
media platforms and in local newspapers to
maximize exposure.

To further drive booth engagement, the
expo will feature Attendee Bingo. Guests
will receive bingo cards directing them to
vendor booths to collect clues, encouraging

centive, encour-
aging early setup and intentional network-
ing with at least 10 new businesses during
the expo. Organizers said this element adds
value beyond customer leads, strengthen-
ing relationships within the local business
community.

Booth options range from a $1,000 pre-
senting title sponsor booth with premium
placement and prominent logo exposure to
premium entrance show booths at $300,
standard booths at $125, and nonprofit
booths at $75. Vendor space is available to
chamber members only, and space is lim-
ited.

Chamber leaders believe the Spring
Business Expo has the potential to become
one of their most well-attended events
yet. Businesses interested in participating
are encouraged to register early at www.
southshorechamberofcommerce.org or
contact the chamber at 813-645-1366 or
sherell@southshorechamberofcommerce.

"If there is something we can present
to the county commissioners,” Muhlberger
said, “it becomes a win for the largest com-
munity of veterans in the state of Florida.”

VCHC meetings are held on the last Mon-
day of each month at 6 p.m. at Tampa Vet-
erans Memorial Park, located at 3602 U.S.
Highway 301 N. in Tampa. More information
is available at https://veteranscouncilhc.
org/.

Muhlberger is serving a two-year term

"If you're a military person, get involved,”
Muhlberger said. "My uncles and grandfa-
thers served for their generation, I served
for mine and now I'm giving back in a man-
ner fitting of what I can contribute.”

For more on VCHC or to schedule an in-
terview for Veterans Corner Radio or the
Veterans History Project, Muhlberger can be
reached at Joseph muhlberger@gmail.com.

and is focused on strategic planning and By,

communication.

"T am excited to fine-tune and implement -

a 24-month schedule,” he said, “so veteran
organizations within VCHC can anticipate

what's coming and determine how best to &

participate and support one another.”

After a distinguished 36-year career in :

the US. Air Force, Muhlberger retired to
Florida in 2020.

"My wife and son ganged up on me and
said, ‘"You have to get out and do some-

face-to-face interaction. Completed cards org for more information. thigg,”’ hed recalled. (;‘_Iddig yv_hatd my UTC|eS| IN THIS ISSUE
e rendparents. did. T joined my 102l yon0R £l IGHT MISSTON. . PG 3
Today, Muhlbeygey is active in numerous NEW EPIC WAVE POOL............... PG 4
T veteran organizations, including the Amer-  BRIDGEWATER LANDING.......PG 15
DEa% '\7;;;2'0;’0 @S'V':/’i&w%ﬁ%d thA?eAr_ 40 QUEENA UPDATE........... PG 23
FOLas 4 " ' I
2 ; & :Zt( E Space Forces Association, the Silver Osprey EYE ON BUSINESS................... PG 33
5 =a
. 5 o :,;
s £ __ Thursday,
o 8 ‘ !
3 February 26th
= *
‘ﬁ % &7 Y&\ The Regent At Winthrop *
[ *
5 0 il Doors Open 5:00pm t *
w o
o Games Start 6: 30pm »
For All Info - i_. o
g Facebook/Riverview *  ,
. % < ey L Fun And Events
SE § In January, Spectrum technicians and supervisors gave Riverview High y
é g School students an inside look at a day in the life of a field service technician,
y = showcasing Spectrum vehicles, demonstrating cable connections, explaining
23= coax and fiber technology, and discussing safety protocols while sharing
On> P . .
career insights and answering student questions.




Page 2 Riverview Volume 24 Issue 2

One of the Last Local Private Practices

Doctor-owned. Locally operated. No corporate influence.

HAVE A HAPPY W

& “Valentine’s

LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico, FL 33596

(@ 813-654-3399 )

www.bridgesdental.com

NEW PATIENT SMILE CREDIT NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

FREE Exam & X-Rays i
$90 o Ptst oo

(Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)
Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket

expense your insurance does not cover for the exam
and X-rays.

*With this coupon. Mot valid with other offers or prior services.
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 3/31/2026.

Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.

With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior
services. Expires 3/31/2026.
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Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

Dr. Caroline Dau | Dr. Laura Bridges

» Aetna e Assurant PPO » Connection Dental « GEHA » MetlLife * Principal
» Ameritas » Cigna » Blue Cross Blue Shield  Delta Dental » Guardian * Premier

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.
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AFTER 24 YEARS, OSPREY OBSERVER
LAUNCHES NEW SOUTHSHORE EDITION

By Marie Gilmore
reflects their heart,”

Riverview
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JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF TAMPA
BAY TO RENAME JA BIZTOWN AS
MUMA BIZTOWN

For 24 years, the Osprey Observer has shared the stories that matter
most. Now, the team is proud to bring its trusted, hometown

journalism to SouthShore.

For 24 years, the Osprey Observer has
built its reputation on a simple but power-
ful mission: to tell the positive, hometown
stories that matter most to local families,
businesses and neighborhoods. Now, that
mission is growing.

This month, the Osprey Observer an-
nounced its expansion into SouthShore with
the launch of a brand-new local edition,
bringing its community-focused journalism
to one of the fastest-growing areas of the
region. The new SouthShore edition will
spotlight local schools, small businesses,
nonprofits, civic leaders and everyday resi-
dents whose stories often go untold.

Founded in 2001, the Osprey Observ-
er began as a small, community-centered
publication dedicated to celebrating what
makes local towns unique. Over more than
two decades, it has grown steadily, earning
the trust of readers by focusing on solutions,
successes and the people working to make
their communities better. While many news
outlets have shifted toward national head-
lines and negative coverage, the Observer
has remained committed to uplifting, hyper-
local news.

“"Communities deserve a newspaper that

S

WE'RE HERE
TO HELP

Untouchable
5-Year Touch Up
Warranty

Written 10 Year
Paint Warranty

1300+ 5 Star
Reviews within the
brand

said the publication's
leadership.  “South-
Shore is full of incred-
ible stories, and we're
excited to give them a
platform.”

The SouthShore

edition will follow the
same proven model
that has sustained the
Osprey Observer for
nearly a quarter cen-
tury: free distribution,
locally written content
and strong partnerships
with area businesses
and organizations. Readers can expect cov-
erage of school achievements, youth sports,
local events, new developments and profiles
of residents making a difference.

Local leaders and business owners have
welcomed the expansion, noting the impor-
tance of a trusted hometown paper as the
area continues to grow. With new neighbor-
hoods, schools and small businesses emerg-
ing across SouthShore, the need for a unify-
ing community voice has never been greater.

The Osprey Observer’s longevity in an ev-
er-changing media landscape speaks to its
relevance and reliability. For 24 years, it has
been a staple on kitchen tables and in local
shops, connecting neighbors through shared
stories and common pride.

As the SouthShore edition launches, the
Osprey Observer is not just expanding its
footprint — it is reaffirming its commitment
to positive, community-driven journalism. In
a time when good news can be hard to find,
the paper continues to prove that home-
town stories still matter.

To submit a story idea for a future edition,
email editor(@osrpeyobserver.com or visit
www.ospreyobserver.com.
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Staff Report

Junior Achieve- pactful  education
ment of Tampa programs,  sparks
Bay (JA Tampa confidence and
Bay) recently an- i possibility. We
nounced that JA P look forward

BizTown in Tam- g&
pa Bay and Polk

to what's ahead for
students.”

County is now Strengthening
Muma  BizTown, Local  Relevance
recognizing  the and  Community
long-standing and == Ties

transformative —-—==  Aligning the

support of Pam

and Les Muma. The Mumas' multidecade
involvement, including a $5 million planned
gift and $2-3 million in operational support,
has enriched the BizTown experience for
300,000-plus students across the region.

"This naming represents more than rec-
ognition — it reflects decades of shared
commitment to education, opportunity and
the future of our community,” said Richard
George, president of Junior Achievement
of Tampa Bay. "The Mumas' support has
helped ensure BizTown remains a place
where students don't just learn about the
world of work but experience it in meaning-
ful, lasting ways.”

In addition to honoring the Mumas' leg-
acy, the renaming underscores JA Tampa
Bay's broader growth strategy. The chapter
is expanding to 28 3DE Schools and estab-
lishing new experiential learning centers
across the region, prompting a moderniza-
tion of brand architecture and donor rec-
ognition that reflects both JA's mission and
today’s philanthropic landscape.

"We truly believe in Junior Achievement's
mission and the power of experiential
learning to change lives,” said Pam Muma.
“After so many years, we've seen firsthand
how BizTown, along with their other im-

Photo By Hillsborough Schools Muma name with
BizTown strengthens local community rele-
vance and links the program to institutions
known for leadership in education and in-
novation, including the University of South
Florida's Muma College of Business and
Tampa General's Muma Children's Hospital.

From classrooms to boardrooms and
from hospitals to innovation hubs, the
Muma name has become synonymous with
excellence and impact throughout the Tam-
pa Bay region. By aligning BizTown with
this legacy, Junior Achievement of Tampa
Bay is elevating philanthropic visibility for
a donor whose decades of support have
directly contributed to the program's suc-
cess. This renaming also reinforces the
importance of long-term partnerships in
advancing JA's mission.

20th Anniversary Celebration

The renaming coincides with BizTown's
20th anniversary. JA Tampa Bay will cele-
brate this milestone at its Spirit of Achieve-
ment event on Thursday, March 5, honor-
ing outstanding partners, educators and
volunteers who help make Muma BizTown
a cornerstone of experiential learning for
students throughout Tampa Bay and Polk
County. For more information on the orga-
nization, visit www.jatampabay.org.

Would you cook in £ w
a dirty oven? [ L

Then don’t grill on one.

BEFORE

Dirty grills harbor:
o Grease
o Bacteria

e Carcinogens

EPOXY COATINGS

FREE Color
Consultations

Skilled Team &
Dedicated PMs

Veteran-Owned &

Operated

DRYWALL & PARKm-G Lot
WOO0D REPAIRS MAINTENANCE

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE: 813-520-6096

v/ Veteran-owned & locally trusted
Y % % % % % Google reviews

v Advanced sanitizing technology

v/ GrillWell+™ Membership plans for additional savings
& stress-free maintenance

v/ Diagnose, repair, & install

@Text or call: 813.295.6300
& www.bar-b-clean.com/TampaBay
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NEW TACO DIRTY SERVES FRESH,

HONOR FLIGHT MISSION 11 OPENS
REGISTRATION FOR MAY 2026
VETERAN JOURNEY

Staff Report

Planning is un-
derway for Flight

to Honor Polk
Mission 11, and
organizers  are

encouraging vet-
erans and com-
munity members
to apply now
for the upcom-
ing one-day trip
to Washington,
D.C., scheduled
for Tuesday, May
5.

The Honor
Flight-style mis-
sion will depart
from and return to Lakeland Linder In-
ternational Airport, offering participating
veterans a meaningful opportunity to visit
the national memorials built in recognition
of their service. A mandatory orientation
for selected participants will be held on
Sunday, May 3.

Established in 2015, Flight to Honor
Polk is based in Polk County but welcomes
eligible veterans from any community to
apply. All veterans who have not previous-
ly participated in an Honor Flight or Flight
to Honor mission are eligible. Priority is
given to veterans with severe medical
conditions, followed by those who served
during World War 11, the Korean War and
the Vietnam War, though veterans from
all eras are encouraged to apply.

Veterans selected for Mission 11 will fly
free of charge, thanks to community do-
nations and volunteer support. Each veter-
an is paired with a trained guardian, who
provides physical assistance and ensures

a safe and memorable
experience through-
out the day, from air-
port travel to visits at
the memorials.
Guardians wishing
to accompany a vet-
eran are also invited
to apply. Guardians
must be between 18-
70 years of age and
may not be a spouse
or significant other
of the veteran. Those
selected are asked to
make a $500 dona-
' tion to heIp offset the

lated expenses Guardlans play a vital role
in the success of each mission, assisting
veterans during travel and throughout the
day in Washington.

Applications for both veterans and
guardians are accepted on a rolling basis
and can be downloaded at https://polkvet-
eranscouncil.com/. Completed applica-
tions should be mailed to Flight to Honor,
P.0. Box 3911, Lakeland, FL 33802.

Fundraising is currently underway to
support Mission 11, and organizers stress
that community involvement is essential.
Tax-deductible contributions can be made
through the GiveWell Community Founda-
tion to support Flight to Honor Polk.

Flight to Honor Polk's mission is to
promote national security and a strong
national defense by honoring veterans,
fostering community connections and
building goodwill. Visit https://polkvet-
eranscouncil.com/ or email direct to
flighttohonorpolk@gmail.com.

Health Care
Designed for
Your Convenience

When life is nonstop, health care appointments shouldn’t slow you
down. At AdventHealth Care Pavilion Bloomingdale, we provide
comprehensive services for your whole health — all in one place.
Flexible and extended hours help you schedule an appointment that
works for you, so you can focus on the moments that matter most.

Bloomingdale

Imaging | Lab Services | Primary Care | Specialty Care
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CUSTOMIZABLE FLAVOR

By Olivia Clark

The Taco Dlrty Riverview locatlon at 10460 Stellmg Dr. offers fast casual Mexzcan
dining with a focus on quality and  flavor:

Taco Dirty is bringing a
fresh take on fast-casual
Mexican dining to River-
view with a menu built
around quality ingredients,
bold flavors and complete
customization. Located
at 10460 Stelling Dr.,, the
restaurant gives guests the
freedom to create tacos,
bowls, burritos and nachos
tailored to their tastes.

The Taco Dirty concept
focuses on fresh, thoughtfully sourced in-
gredients and a build-your-own format
that appeals to a wide range of dietary
preferences. Guests can choose from multi-
ple bowl bases, add fresh vegetables, select
from flavorful proteins and finish their meal
with a variety of house-made sauces. The
menu includes gluten-friendly, dairy-free,
vegan and vegetarian options, while also
offering antibiotic-free chicken and steak.

Popular menu items include signature
bowls, such as the pineapple chicken, fea-
turing brown rice, black beans, grilled
ancho chicken, pineapple salsa and guac
sauce, and the Ybor bowl, made with avo-
cado citrus rice, black beans, lime and sour

THl‘.[I

Schedule your appointment today.

@ AdventHealthCarePavilion.com

O 833-779-4326

orange  chicken,
lime-jalapefio corn
salad and buffalo
avocado  sauce.
Taco Dirty also
offers  desserts,
= including its well-
known chocolate
8! chip churro cook-
il ies, which are veg-
an and gluten-free.

Taco Dirty is
owned by Tam-
pa-based  Ciccio

Restaurant Group,
a hospitality company
known for developing
neighborhood-focused
restaurants. The group’s
philosophy  emphasizes
partnership, team collab-
oration and community
connection, allowing each
restaurant to maintain its
own identity while deliv-
ering consistent quality.
& That approach is reflect-
ed at Taco Dirty, where attention to fresh
ingredients, efficient service and a welcom-
ing atmosphere remains a priority.

In addition to its food offerings, Taco
Dirty features happy hour daily from 2-6
p.m., making it a convenient option for both
lunch and dinner. The Riverview restaurant
represents an expansion of the Taco Dirty
brand, which also operates a Tampa loca-
tion at 2221 W. Platt St.

With its customizable menu, fresh ingre-
dients and community-driven approach,
Taco Dirty continues to establish itself as
a go-to destination for fast-casual Mexican
dining in the Tampa Bay area. More infor-
mation is available at www.tacodirty.com

DIRTY
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Advent Health

Care Pavilion
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10% OFF
ENTIRE Purcnase

1/2 Off

Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

10% OFF

ENTIRE
Purchase

813-643-7777

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

10288 Causeway Blvd with other offers.

LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY
FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49-95
Take Out & Delivery

Brortlors s frll colherioe. Spomioh, Bebomtordl

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.
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2026 HYUN DAI PALISADE IS ROOMIER AND TRENDIER

By Nitish Rele

Bigger,
cooler  and, %
yes,  better &
than its pre-
decessor, the
second-gener-
ation Hyundai

ARERRANRRARNRA

Palisade  has
been com-
pletely  over-
hauled for

2026. The midsize SUV
grows in nearly every di-
rection — length increas-
es by 2.5 inches, wheel-
base by 2.7, height by 0.6
and width by 0.2 — trans-
lating into improved leg,
head and shoulder room
for second- and third-row
passengers.

Under the hood, the
previous 3.8-liter engine www.h
is replaced by a 3.3-liter V6 producing 287
horsepower and 260 pound-feet of torque.
The smooth eight-speed automatic trans-
mission with paddle shifters returns, paired
with normal, sport and smart drive modes,
plus new terrain settings for mud, sand
and snow. Towing capacity remains 5,000
pounds. A retuned suspension featuring a
MacPherson strut front and multilink rear,
along with motor-driven rack-and-pinion
steering, delivers confident handling. Added
sound-damping materials reduce road and
wind noise.

The Palisade’s bold exterior features ver-
tical LED headlights and daytime running

PALISADE (CALLIGRAPHY,
HTRAC AWD)
Tires: 265/34R21
Wheelbase:
Length: 199.4 inches
Width: 78 inches
Height: 69.5 inches
Fuel capacity: 19 gallons
City/hwy/comb: 18/24/20 mpg
Base price: $56,560
Price as tested: $58,905
Weight: 4,872 pounds

ights framing
a horizon-
tal light bar,
set  against
an  oversized
S black  grille
with silver ac-
. cents. The up-
right lighting
theme contin-
ues at the rear,
reinforcing the vehicle's
boxy yet upscale look.

Inside, the spacious
cabin offers 1619 cubic
feet of room and dual
12.3-inch  displays in-
tegrated into a curved
screen. New features
include a front and
rear dash camera and
a UV sterilization tray
ndai.com for phones or keys. A
14-speaker Bose sound system replaces
the previous Harmon Kardon setup, while
a conveniently placed wireless charger im-
proves usability.

The Calligraphy trim stands out with
Nappa leather seating, heated and cooled
power front seats, a suede headliner, three-
zone climate control, a dual-pane sunroof, a
digital rearview mirror and a head-up dis-
play. Wireless Android Auto and Apple Car-
Play are standard for 2026.

Hyundai SmartSense safety technology
comes standard. With new hybrid and XRT
PRO trims, the redesigned Palisade contin-
ues to raise the bar for family-friendly SUVs.

116.9 inches

and ECO Tours

ExpERIENCE OF A LIFETIME.. . O
Book Your Charter Today! TRUE\/

(813] 480-9111

www.trueliesfishingcompany.com

FISHING

OSPREVOBSERVER.COM

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

Suntlower Cafe

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic

TRCO DIRTY

FREE
TACO

With any purchase

&1 FACTORY

813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

10446 Stelling Dr.

(inthe Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview
(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.
No cash value.

Riverview
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DAVE'S HOT CHICKEN OPENS NEW
LOCATION WITH RIBBON CUTTING

erview Chamber of
Commerce proudly [
hosted a Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony
on Thursday, Janu-
ary 29, to celebrate
the grand opening
of Dave's Hot Chick-
en's new Riverview
location, marking
an exciting addition to the local business
community. The event took place at 11:00
am. at 10787 Big Bend Road, welcoming
Chamber members, community leaders, and
residents to officially welcome the popular
restaurant to Riverview.

Founded in Los Angeles, Dave's Hot Chick-
en has rapidly grown into a fan favorite, cel-
ebrated for its crave-worthy Nashville-style
hot chicken, bold flavors, and customizable
heat levels ranging from "No Spice” to the
legendary "Reaper.” With its fun, high-ener-
gy atmosphere and menu featuring tenders,
sliders, sides, and shakes, Dave's Hot Chicken
brings a fresh and fiery dining experience to
the Riverview area.

The ceremony began with remarks from
Chamber President Amber Aaron, who wel-
comed attendees and spoke to the impor-

SENIOR

powered by

qGH

Photos by Amber Aaron, BRCC

The Brandon Riv- ==

By Logan Walz

‘ tance of supporting
new businesses in the
community. The event
continued with the
ceremonial ribbon cut-
ting, officially marking
Dave's Hot Chicken's
opening. A special
highlight followed as
Chamber Ambassador
Allie Savvides read a
Proclamation declar-
ing January 29 as
"Dave’s Hot Chicken
Day,”  recognizing
the restaurant’s
arrival and impact
on the local dining
scene.

Ian Lieberman,
Co-Owner of Dave's
Hot Chicken, ad-

# . dressed the crowd
and expressed gratitude for the warm wel-
come and strong community support shown
during the celebration.

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce is excited to welcome Dave's
Hot Chicken to its growing business family
and encourages the community to visit the
new location and support this dynamic new
member.

About the Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce is dedicated to promoting business
growth, community engagement, and eco-
nomic development throughout the Bran-
don and Riverview areas by connecting
businesses, leaders, and residents.

For more information about the Bran-
don Riverview Chamber of Commerce, visit
www.brandonchamber.com

President

_\ A

CENTER

greenbrook medical
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AMERICA'S SWIMMING POOL
ELEVATES POOL CARE STANDARDS

When Travis
Larson launched
America's  Swim- |

ming Pool Company
(ASP) South Shore
in October 2023, he
set out to raise the .
standards of an in-
dustry he believed
had grown too com-
fortable with medi-
ocrity. Two years
later, the business
expanded with the
opening of ASP of
South Tampa in August 2025, allowing the
company to serve a wider portion of the
Tampa Bay region while maintaining the
same structured, professional approach
that has defined its growth.

"I started this company because the
pool industry has too many fractured solu-
tions, which forces homeowners to accept
far too much 'good enough,” said Larson,
owner of ASP South Shore and ASP South
Tampa.

He said his goal from the beginning was
to create a service homeowners could trust
at the same level as other licensed trades.

"They should have one trusted partner
who can handle weekly maintenance, li-
censed repairs and renovations, and be
the first call when it's time to build a new
pool,” he said.

Larson said accountability is at the heart
of his business philosophy.

"At the core, I believe pool ownership
should be worry-free, transparent and
done right — even when no one is watch-
ing,” he said. That belief, he added, drives
everything from technician training to
water chemistry logs, service photos and

.' i [ wf /

Americas Swimming Pool Company hires trained and
professional pool technicians to support its customers
across SouthShore and South Tampa.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

proper permitting.

When asked
what sets ASP
/ apart, Larson
pointed to the
team.

"What truly
sets us apart is
our people and
the experience we
deliver to our cus-
tomers,” he said.
"Our  technicians
know exactly
what ‘right’ looks
like, how to document their work and how
to communicate clearly and professionally
with customers.”

As customer trust grew, so did demand
for more services.

“We now install traditional gunite pools,
fiberglass pools, and modern precast
plunge pools,” Larson said.

The company also handles renovations
and full backyard transformations.

Larson said his favorite part of the job is
simple: "My favorite part is solving prob-
lems and seeing the relief when a home-
owner realizes they're in good hands.”

ASP is currently offering the first month
of weekly pool maintenance free for cus-
tomers who mention the Osprey Observer,
along with $200 off a new pool heater in-
stallation.

Larson said he is proud to be both locally
owned and veteran-owned.

“We're not just maintaining pools —
we're helping homeowners fall back in love
with their backyards,” he said.

More information is available at
www.aspsouthshorefl.com or by calling
813-322-5270.

% Rated 4.9 Stars on Google %

SEEING PATIENTS NOW.
NOT SOMEDAY.

(D SEMUE CENTER
o e

HEW CLINIC a
GRAND OPEMING! S

FReE FUBLIS EVERT

Call (813) 725-1725 to schedule your Welcome Visit!
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“I've just started with the TGH Senior Center and | must say
that | am thoroughly satisfied with Dr. Berdasco! EVERYONE is
pleasant, thoughtful, concerned about my health, and
knowledgeable about their profession...always smiling and just
making the entire visit comfortable and pleasant. | don't feel
rushed when I'm there and any questions | have are answered
and explained in a way that | can understand...Glad | found
them! — Danita M. (September 2025)

Hablamos espanol!
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SPOTO IS HOSTING THE NAVY JUNIOR
ROTC STATE CHAMPIONSHIP FIELD MEET

Riverview

Spoto High School
is hosting the annu-
al Navy Junior ROTC
State Championship
Field Meet, on Satur-
day March 7th. The
school will be wel-
coming the top 20
ROTC programs with
approximately 800
cadets in total from
all across the state of
Florida, to compete.
Spoto has hosted this
event twice
in the past,
in which
they  have
set the
standard
for their
abilities.

In orga-
nizing this
event, Spo-
to will uti-
lize five of

their school amenitiesThis inudes, te

football field for drills, the cafeteria for
push-ups and sit-ups, the auditorium for
academic testing, the gym for uniform/
personnel inspection, and the culinary
classroom will be used to feed the vol-
unteer judges and staff.

The championship is an all day event
spanning from 7 A.M. to approximately
7 P.M. During these hours, there are 10
separate ROTC focused competitions,
some including basic drills, exhibition
drills, and 100 yard shuttle run.

At the end of the competition, there
will be a formal awards ceremony. Here,
the top five programs will be recog-

By Emily Harper

Photos By Paul Lewis

Spoto ROTC practicing for their upcoming meet.

nized by be-
ing awarded
trophies and
the top two
schools  will
get to pro-
ceed to Na-
tionals, com-
peting later
in the school
year.

Spoto has
= a highly com-
petltlve JROTC program They have
worked hard throughout the year to
qualify for States. They have also been
recognized the past two years with the
title, "Distinguished Unit with Honors."

The Spoto program is sending 40 ca-
dets to compete at this year's States.
The cadets have been working diligent-
ly after school everyday to prepare for
their events.

When asking the Senior Naval Science
Instructor of Spoto High School, Paul
Lewis, how he is preparing his cadets for
the meet he said, "By emphasizing the
importance of discipline, teamwork, and
excellence!”

Now offering catering delivery!

813.499.9933
12810 Summerfield Crossing Blvd
Located near the intersection of 301 and Big Bend

Riverview FL

Scan the QR code to
place a catering order

o StateFarm

Call or visit us online today!

www.melissayouragent.com

813-662-3622
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Monthly specials ~ Call us for the current exclusive offer!

TWIN
CREEKS

ASSISTED LIVING &
MEMORY CARE

We treasure every resident and provide
personalized, enriching experiences that
brighten each day. Live as independently as
you like in assisted living or benefit from our
specially designed memory care services.

Call 813.278.5802 today
to schedule a tour or request
more information.

TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd.
Riverview, FL 33569

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

5 TESSERA

BRANDON

ALZHEIMER’S

11@ ASSOCIATION

Hybrid Dementia and Rizheimer’s Support Groups
for Gare Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

Third Zoom Meeting ID: Fourth
Tuesday 333 47016039 Wednesday
of Every Month Passcode: of Every Month
at 6:30 pm 459148 at 2:00 pm
Meeting in Join by phone: Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom 833.928.1608 Person & Via Zoom

DID YOU KNOW?

Education can lower
your risk. Engage in
lifelong learning.

813-607-6880

Come a little early for refreshments!

TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511
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HEROES PARADISE, BRANDON'S FAMILY-OWNED ENTERTAINMENT
CENTER, ADDS FIRST U.S. EPICSURF DEEP-WATER STANDING WAVE

A new surf attraction under construc-
tion at Heroes Paradise in Brandon will
introduce the first U.S. EpicSurf deep-wa-

ter standing wave, bringing an inland j
surfing experience designed to replicate |

real ocean conditions.

The project is part of Heroes Paradise'
long-term expansion plans, with owner-
ship selecting EpicSurf as its technology

partner and incorporating the attraction “

into the existing Brandon venue. The in- -
stallation is being developed in partner- =

ship with Aquatic Development Group
(ADG), a global aquatic design, construc-

tion and manufacturing firm specializing =

in wave-generation technology. ADG has
completed more than 4,000 projects
worldwide, including over 550 wave in-
stallations and more than 130 surf and
board attractions.

"After years of research, discussions
and design iterations, we chose EpicSurf
as our technology partner,” said Julie
Pennenga, co-owner of Heroes Paradise.

Tim Pennenga, co-owner of Heroes Par-
adise and a veteran and former Hillshor-
ough County sheriff’s deputy, said much
of the design process involved learning
the technology as it came together.

Unlike shallow wave machines common-
ly found at resorts or on cruise ships, the
EpicSurf system operates with 3-5 feet of
water depth, allowing surfers to ride tra-
ditional surfboards with fins. The deeper
water enables authentic techniques, such
as carving, bottom turns and cutbacks,
while also providing softer landings and a
wider margin of safety.

"This is what's known as a deep-water
standing wave,” said Julie Kline, director
of sales and marketing at ADG. "Unlike
sheet-flow wave systems typically used
for boogie boarding, EpicSurf generates a

Construction is underway on a new EpicSurf deep-water standing wave at Heroes
Paradise in Brandon. The attraction will offer an inland surfing experience de-
signed to replicate real ocean conditions, with adjustable wave heights for surfers
of all skill levels and abilities.

true surfable wave with
real water depth, cre-
ating a more authentic
experience for surfers.”

According to ADG,
the wave is formed by
using pumps to pull wa-
ter from a below-deck
tank and directing it
down a ramp to create

a wide range of
L users, including
. children, se-
niors, adaptive
athletes, and
individuals with
L disabilities. Epic-
Surf is current-
¢ |y the only surf
- wave certified
~as an Autism
1 Resource by the
| International
- Board of Cre-
dentialing and
Continuing Ed-
ucation Stan-
dards.

“The magic

a true hydraulic jump, SR
similar to naturally oc-
curring river waves.

"Water is pulled up from the tank, flows
down the ramp and creates a hydraulic
jump, just like what you see in a river,”
Kline said. "A great example is the Eishach
in Germany, where surfers ride a standing
river wave right in the middle of Munich.”

Heroes Paradise will feature an ES46
EpicSurf model, offering 46 feet of surfa-
ble wave width within an overall footprint
of approximately 66 by 90 feet.

The system is designed to accommodate

i

of the system is its ability to generate a
consistent 3 to 5-foot deep-water wave
that can be adjusted with the push of a
button,” said Bruce Quay, chief operating
officer and partner at ADG. "Surfers can
bring any surfboard they want, with any
fin setup, in a consistent and safe environ-
ment.”

Ethan Pennenga, a junior at Blooming-
ton High School, described the origins of
Heroes Paradise and the motivation be-

By Brian Bokor

hind its continued expansion.

"The dream started when my dad, a
county patrol deputy, found this dilapi-
dated, abandoned tennis court that was
being used for criminal activity,” Ethan
Pennenga said. "He wanted to create a
welcoming place where kids, parents and
the community could safely interact with
military members, first responders, and
law enforcement heroes.”

Dan Wagner with ARCO Murray, the
project’s design-build general contractor
specializing in complex aquatic facilities,
said the system's performance depends
heavily on construction execution.

"The system is designed to deliver a
consistent, controllable and repeatable
surf surface, which places high demands
on construction coordination and exe-
cution to ensure it performs the way it's
intended once operational,” Wagner said.

The EpicSurf attraction is scheduled to

§ open by May. Heroes Paradise is a fam-
* ily-owned outdoor entertainment center

offering the largest outdoor tactical laser
tag in the Southeast,, along with archery
tag, rock climbing, and RC car tracks.
Located at 733 Knowles Rd, it features
a 32,000 sq ft arena (Hades) and an
air-conditioned clubhouse.

Key features and activities include:

Laser Tag & Archery: Tactical, outdoor
laser tag and competitive archery tag.

RC Raceway: Two tracks, including an
off-road track and a tri-dirt oval.

Amenities include a clubhouse with
360° views, a cafe, and a covered obser-
vation deck.

Heroes Paradise was founded by Tim
and Julie Pennenga in 2020, transforming
the former Hidden Palms Tennis Club into
a premier recreation spot. For more infor-
mation, visit www.heroesparadise.com.

Custorn Briclal Design | Loose Ciernstonz Sales
‘y/a‘cchija Ell r/ﬂﬁ@ ir On Sitze, We purcnizise your scrap CIOLD!
Butwe’ll give you rore intracle!

NEVER
BUY SALT
AGAIN

R ANTI-SCALE
WATER TREATM
(WATER HEATER NOT INCLUDED)

NON-ELECTRIC
HEALTHIER
ALTERNATIVE
NOSALT

w E

HOL
ENT

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE
WATER SOFTENER CHECKUP!

GARY BANCROFT
OWNER

(813)684-7873(PURE) B

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS!

2N Caring
& Transitions.

- Senior Relocation - Downsizing - Estate Sales -

Wherever you are headed,
help is always just
a phone call away.
¢ Senior Relocation
e Moving Assistance
o Estate Liquidation
¢ Online Auctions
e Home Clean-outs
Packing Services

813.578.8656

AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com

CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com




February 2026

PIRATES INVADE RIVERVIEW
CHICK-FIL-A JUST IN TIME FOR THE
GASPARILLA CHILDREN'S PARADE

Riverview
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SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA BUILDS
IMPACT THROUGH PEOPLE AND
PROGRAMMING

January is pirate sea- ©
son in Tampa Bay, and
with that brings two Gas-
parilla parades. The Gas-
parilla Children's Parade
took place on January 24,
with the main Gasparilla
Parade on January 31.

To kick off the parade
season, the Riverview
Chick-fil-A hosted its own
pirate invasion for local 4
families ahead of the Gas- —
parilla Children's Parade. -~

"Chick-fil-A has been
a sponsor of the Gaspar-
illa Children's parade
for years,” said Toni
Miller, restaurant
marketing director of
Chick-fil-A Riverview.
"Our operator, Gabe, says that it's one of
his favorite events and loves to participate
year after year.”

The Riverview Chick-filF-A was ap-
proached by the local pirate krewe, the
Krewe of the South Shore Marauders, to
host a fundraiser for its scholarship fund at
the restaurant.

"We saw this as a great opportunity to
bring a smile to the faces of our guests
and combined forces to make it a whole
experience by turning it into an event and
bringing a taste of Gasparilla to Riverview,”
Miller said. “Their krewe dressed up in their
pirate gear and passed out beads and bal-
loon swords to our guests both inside the
restaurant and in our drive-through. Our
restaurant was decked out in pirate flags
and maps, we had a DJ playing music out-
side and, of course, we were visited by the

Mo
) e
@Hkﬁkf@‘-ﬂ}& RIVERVIEW (FL)

By Libby Hopkins

"We loved host-
g ing the event and
& supporting their
« fundraiser and hope
to grow it to be even
¥ bigger next year,”
" Miller said. “River-
view is such a unique
and special place to
live.."

Chick-fil-A River-
view is owned and
operated by Gabriel
Porrata. It opened in
October 2020 as the

first  Chick-fil-A

in Riverview and

was immediately

very popular with-

in the community.
Chick-fil-A founder S. Truett Cathy believed
“a great company is a caring company,” and
Porrata strives to bring that energy to his
store in Riverview.

“No matter the title or job description, our
reason for coming to work is to generously
share our time, talents and resources,” Mill-
er said. “"Everyone's job at Chick-fil-A is to
care for and serve others. Chick-fil-A River-
view aims to be the most caring company in
our community by serving great food that
people can feel good about and strengthen-
ing our community.”

The Riverview location hosts a break-
fast bingo twice a month where guests
can compete to win prizes while they enjoy
their food. The next breakfast bingos will be
held on Thursday, February 5, and Thursday,
February 19. The Riverview Chick-fil-A is lo-
cated at 12810 Summerfield Crossing Blvd.

Santiaco EL ABocADO
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I.aw Group

813-641-0010
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570 &

The Spurlino Fami-
ly YMCA at Big Bend
Road continues to
serve as a hub for
health, connection &
and community en-
gagement in South
Hillsborough County,

offering programs . ) p
that reflect both the
needs and the voic-

es of the families it
serves.

Since opening in
January 2019, the YMCA has expanded
its reach alongside the growing River-
view and Gibsonton communities. De-
signed as a LEED Gold-certified facility,
the campus features indoor and outdoor
swimming pools, group exercise studios,
walking trails, shaded picnic areas and an
outdoor Airnasium. In January 2025, the
YMCA added an 18,345-square-foot in-
door gymnasium, increasing capacity for
youth sports, fitness classes and commu-
nity events.

Matt Grenagle, director of operations
for the Spurlino Family YMCA, has been
with the organization locally for two
years and has spent 26 summers with the
YMCA overall, beginning when he was 15
years old.

"My role focuses on anything that im-
pacts our members and how we connect
with the community,” Grenagle said. "I
started as a programmer, and over time
it made more and more sense to focus on
creating impact on a larger scale.”

Recent months at the Spurlino Family
YMCA have included Les Mills group ex-
ercise launches, BodyPump Heavy demon-

Members pal‘ticipate in a Les Mills group exercise
launch at the Spurlino Family YMCA, featuring new
choreography and music led by certified instructors.

By Olivia Clark

strations,
== youth  sports
@ meet-and-
greet  events
" and  program
s showcases.
{ The YMCA also
hosts  mission
< markets, fit-
< ness expos and
social events,
such as Active
Older  Adult
Bingo, creat-
ing opportunities for engagement beyond
traditional workouts.

Youth sports remain a cornerstone,
with basketball, soccer and flag football
leagues offered for children ages 3-17,
along with volleyball programs for ages
7-17. Swim lessons, camps, childcare and
fitness programs serve individuals from
infancy through older adulthood.

"Hearing the stories of how lives are be-
ing changed is the most rewarding part of
this work,” Grenagle said. "When you hear
about a child passing their first swim test
or a parent watching their child gain con-
fidence in the water, those moments really
matter.”

Grenagle said one of his biggest realiza-
tions has been the YMCA's ability to adapt.

"Our biggest strength is our ability to
pivot to what the community needs us to
do,” he said.

For Grenagle, the mission remains per-
sonal. "For me, it has always been about
the people,” he said. "The people who
work here and the people we serve truly
care about one another.” For classes, times
& more, visit www.tampaymca.org.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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FORGOTTEN ANGELS: 2025 YEAR IN REVIEW AND 2026 EVENT SCHEDULE
By Brian Bokor

The Forgotten Angels Founda- 8 Also  continuing into

tion, founded by Cindy Tilley and &%
her husband, David Tyler, in Valri- |
co, closed out 2025 with expanded &
outreach and fundraising efforts, B
concluding the year with a Christ- |§
mas event focused on youth sup-
port while preparing for a full slate B
of community events in 2026.

The Christmas outreach event
was held in December 2025 at the
Forgotten Angels property, located
at 3604 Little Stearns Rd. in Valri-
co, where the organization hosted
more than 130 students from Sim- &=
mons Career Center in Plant City.
The event included lunch, gifts from
Santa and activities designed to B
provide a safe and supportive hol- E58
iday experience for students who
often lack traditional family support.

"We need the com-
munity's support be-

and included
structured raf-

2026 is a ‘Trip of a Lifetime’
raffle supported by food in-
fluencer Joel Hansen.

The raffle offers one win-
ner a VIP trip for two to
destinations such as Lon-
don, England; Las Vegas,
Nevada; Orlando; a Mexi-
can resort; a cruise pack-
age; a Texas barbecue tour;
or Banff, Alberta. Organiz-
ers said the prize is valued
at approximately $12,500,
with the drawing scheduled
for March 13.

Beginning in April, For-
gotten Angels will partici-
pate in weekly Tuesday bike
nights and bingo nights
hosted at Voodoo Brewing Co. Valrico,

Local businesses and community cause we get called fle fundraising which has named Forgotten Angels as
partners, including Chick-fil-A, Publix, daily for youth who activities. its official 2026 charity partner.
Voodoo Brewing Co. and Marlin James, need our help,” said The  next Scheduled for Saturday, April 11 is
provided food and support. Organizers Tilley. "We are hous- major  event the Forgotten Fur Babies pet adoption
said the holiday event reflected the or- ing them, feeding is the Spring event, to be held at the Forgotten An-

ganization's family-style approach to
serving youth aging out of the foster
care system.

Organizers said Marlin James had also
contributed air-conditioning units, facili-
ty repairs, food and financial support for
multiple events throughout the year.

Forgotten Angels is a nonprofit orga-
nization that supports youth aging out
of foster care, along with at-risk teens
and young adults who often lack stable
housing or family support. The orga-
nization provides a family-style living
environment and focuses on life-skills
training, such as financial literacy, em-
ployment readiness, education planning
and independent living, to help partici-
pants transition successfully into adult-
hood.

them and teaching
them how to become

independent. All the FGR GDTTEN,-&.,N GELS

fundraising and do-
nations are helping us save lives.”

Throughout 2025, the organization
also hosted several fundraising events,
including the Luke Holmberg Memori-
al Disc Golf Tournament on March 15,
2025, and the 10th anniversary Fall
Campout from October 23-26, 2025,
marking a decade of service.

That momentum carried into 2026,
beginning with an EKKO RV gathering
held in January at the Forgotten An-
gels property. The event was supported
by La Mesa RV and featured Winneba-
go EKKO vehicles. Organizers said the
gathering drew more than 70 EKKO RVs

Motorcycle
Campout and
Rally, sched-
uled for Thurs-
day through Sunday, March 12-15. The
campout will open with a bike night
kickoff on March 12 beginning at 6 p.m.,
hosted at Voodoo Brewing Co., located
at 3432 SR 60 in Valrico. The kickoff
event will feature live music by Adam
Karch.

Additional 2026 fundraising efforts
include a Honda Goldwing motorcycle
raffle, featuring a long-distance touring
motorcycle that has traveled through
more than 20 states. Raffle ticket pro-
ceeds support Forgotten Angels’ pro-
grams, with tickets priced at $25 for
one, $100 for five and $200 for 25.

i —

§13-109-2622

FAST @ RELIAGLE @ AFFORDABLE

gels property.

Later in the year, the organization
will host its Fall Campout from Thurs-
day through Sunday, October 22-25,
along with an art auction fundraiser on
October 22, involving events at Voodoo
Brewing Co. Valrico.

Organizers said the combination of
holiday outreach, recurring community
partnerships and diversified fundraising
events allows Forgotten Angels to sus-
tain programs that provide housing, life-
skills training, education planning and
mentorship for young people transition-
ing toward independent, stable futures.

Contact Tilley at ctilley@forgot-
tenangelsflorida.org or visit the or-
ganization's website at www.forgot-
tenangelsflorida.org.

BLOCK

——AVID—

TRUSTED TRANSPARENT PARTNERS

WWW.AVIDPLUMBERS.COM
License# CFC1432471
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$300 GIFTCARD TO CHARLEY”S STEAK HOUSE
FOR A ROMANTIC DINNER FROM THE TONY BARONI [EAM

* INTER TO WIN BY 2/8

{ONE WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED 2/9 ON OURTA([BOOI( PAG[

o »
M The Tony Baroni Team will donate $3

Humane o’ .per entry to the Humane Soclety uf :
SOCBW ) Tampn Bay

Tampa Bay  Since1912

Scan the QR Code

or visit TonyBaroni.com/Contest

“bf d dqte Ton yBarn niTeam | KELLERWILLIA
eTony )0+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Rewews

e that
(866) 695 - 9747
TonyBaroni.com | @ton niteam
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GETTING YOUR CHILD READY
FOR KINDERGARTEN (OR PRE-K)

If you've got a
little one head-
ing into prekin-
dergarten or kin-
dergarten, you're
probably feeling
a mix of pride,
excitement and
maybe a little
nervous. That's
normal.  Here's
the truth: being
‘ready’  doesn't
mean your child
needs to be
reading early or
sitting still for
long stretches.
It means they're
building the ev-
eryday skills
that help them walk into school feeling
confident and capable.

Here are a few practical ways to get
started without turning your home into
a classroom.

Focus on independence. Practice the
basics: opening snack containers, wash-
ing hands, using the restroom, putting
on a backpack and cleaning up after
themselves. These small skills make a
big difference in a busy classroom.

Lock in a routine. A steady bedtime
and morning routine will set your child
up for success and it will make your
first week smoother, too. If your sched-
ule has been flexible, start shifting to a
school-night routine a couple of weeks
early.

Help them handle big feelings. New
places come with new emotions. Talk
through what school might look like
and give them a plan, such as, “If you

A Letter From The

SUPERINTENDENT

of Hillshorough County Public Schools

By Superintendent Van Ayres

miss home, tell
your teacher,” or
"If you need help,
raise your hand.”
I Kids do better
© when they know
what to do.

Read every day
and keep it sim-
ple. Even 10 min-
utes counts. Let
your child choose
books. Ask ques-

tions about the

pictures.  Talk
about the story.

Point out letters

and words on

Van Ayres signs and pack-
ages. You're
building lan-

guage and confidence, not giving a test.

Practice getting along with others.
Taking turns, listening, sharing space
and using respectful words matter just
as much as counting and colors. Time
at the park, story time at the library or
playing with neighbors all help.

Keep your message positive. Kids pick
up on our tone. If we talk about school
as a safe place to learn, make friends
and try new things, they'll walk in with
more confidence.

One last thing: every child develops
at their own pace. If your child feels
supported, encouraged and excited to
learn, you're on the right track. We're
looking forward to welcoming your
family and we'll be ready for them on
day one.

To learn more about Hillshorough
County Public Schools' early learning
programs, visit https://hcpsready.com/.

WE LEVEL UP YOUR
STANDARD OF QUALITY

DH FRAMING

OUR SERVICES: CARPENTRY

PAINTING - REMODELING

RESTORATION

& CLEAN OVUT

Free Quotes

CALL 813-606-2831

45 Years in Business

ASPHALT SEALCOATING

| Licensed & Insured
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NEWSOME, ARMWOOD AND
SOUTH COUNTY CAREER CENTER
LEAD GRADUATION GAINS

Hillsborough County
Public Schools’ (HCPS)
record-setting gradua-
tion rate for the 2024-
25 academic year was
fueled by standout per-
formances at campus-
es across the district,
including  exceptional
results at Newsome
High  School, South
County Career Center
and Armwood High School.

The district announced on Tuesday that
its graduation rate climbed to 909 per-
cent, the highest in HCPS history and a 29
percentage-point increase from the previ-
ous year. District leaders said the success
reflects a focused effort to expand aca-
demic support, monitor student progress
and ensure every senior has a clear path-
way to a diploma.

Newsome High School once again ranked
among the district's top-performing cam-
puses, posting a 98.6 percent graduation
rate. School leaders credited strong aca-
demic expectations, student engagement
and family partnerships for helping nearly
all seniors complete their high school jour-
ney on time.

Significant improvement was also seen
at South County Career Center, which re-
corded a 174 percentage-point increase in
its graduation rate — one of the largest
gains in the district. Officials said the in-
crease highlights the impact of career-fo-
cused education combined with targeted
academic support, helping students stay
engaged while preparing for the workforce
or postsecondary training.

Armwood High School was another
bright spot, achieving a 76 percent in-

Staff Report

crease in its gradu-
ation rate over the
previous year. Dis-
trict leaders praised
the school's staff for
identifying students
in need of additional
support and con-
necting them with
resources such as
credit recovery, tu-
toring and gradua-
tion planning.

Superintendent Van Ayres said the
success at these schools illustrates the
district's broader strategy of meeting stu-
dents where they are.

"Whether it's a high-performing tra-
ditional high school like Newsome, a ca-
reer-focused campus like South County or a
comprehensive high school like Armwood,
the common thread is a commitment to
student success,” Ayres said. "These gains
mean more students are crossing the stage
and stepping into their futures.”

Districtwide strategies contributing to
the improved outcomes include free test
preparation and testing opportunities, ju-
nior and senior academic checks, credit
recovery programs, summer learning and
the Graduation Advancement Program.
The district's Graduation Task Force also
continues to meet monthly to track indi-
vidual student progress and address barri-
ers such as attendance, housing instability
and family communication.

Officials said the achievements at
Newsome, South County Career Center
and Armwood demonstrate how target-
ed support and dedicated educators can
make a measurable difference in student
outcomes.
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COMMEMORATION OF JULIA MOSELEY
HONORING LIMONA CEMETERY'S
150TH ANNIVERSARY

Members of The Timberly Trust gather at Limona

years of community history and legacy.

As Limona Cemetery marks its 150th an-
niversary, the community is pausing to re-
flect on the people who shaped the area long
before modern development transformed
eastern Hillsborough County. Surrounded
in the late 19th century by citrus groves,
clear lakes and longleaf pine forests, Limona
emerged as a small but enduring winter col-
ony rooted in land, family and heritage.

One of the strongest symbols of that leg-
acy is Limona Cemetery, among the oldest
formal burial grounds in the region. Beneath
its pines rest generations of farmers, edu-
cators, craftsmen and pioneers whose lives
trace the transition of Florida's frontier into
a settled community. Their stories are insep-
arable from the history of both Limona and
Brandon.

Central to that history is the Moseley fam-
ily. Julia Daniels Moseley (1849-1917) and
her husband, Charles Scott Moseley (1828-
1918), settled near Ten Mile Lake in 1882.
After their first log home was lost to fire,
they built the Moseley Homestead in 1886,
later known as “The Nest.” Located on a
wooded property called Timberly, the home-
stead became a center of art, music, litera-
ture and intellectual life. Letters and journals

By Lori Collins, Ph.D.

written there remain
among the most
. valuable firsthand
accounts of pioneer
life in Florida.

This  anniversa-
ry year also honors
the legacy of their
granddaughter, Ju-
lia Winifred Moseley
(1919-2020), whose

. = granite  memorial
Cemetery to honor 150 stone s dedicated at

the cemetery. Born

and raised at Tim-
berly, she spent more than a century safe-
guarding her family’s history and the natural
environment surrounding it. A historian, ar-
chivist and preservationist, she devoted her
life to protecting the Moseley Homestead,
now listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places, while preserving thousands
of documents, photographs, artworks and
journals.

Her most enduring contribution may be
Come to My Sunland, a published collection
of her grandmother's frontier letters that
ensured Julia Daniels Moseley's voice would
not be lost to time. Through her advocacy
for land and water stewardship, Julia Win-
ifred Moseley also bore witness to — and
often spoke out against — the rapid loss of
Florida's natural landscapes.

Although her ashes remain at Timberly,
her memorial at Limona Cemetery fulfills
her wish to be honored alongside her ances-
tors. There, her stone stands as a bridge be-
tween Florida's pioneer past and its future.

The Timberly Trust continues to share the
history of The Nest, its people and its rela-
tionship to the environment. For more infor-
mation, visit moseleyhomestead.com.
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THE DRAGON IS CALLING; LOCAL TEAM
IS LOOKING FOR INTERESTED PADDLERS

The Levzathans a local dragon boat team, has been in Apollo Beach since 2012.

The new year brings goal-setting and,
for many people, goal-breaking. National
Quitters Day falls on the second Friday
of January and is the unofficial day when
many abandon their New Year's resolu-
tions. Research shows people are more
likely to stick with a team sport than an
individual one. Team sports foster camara-
derie, confidence and teamwork while also
reducing stress and promoting a sense of
community.

Although its history dates back more
than 2,000 years, many people have never
seen a dragon boat. The sport involves 10-
20 paddlers using single-bladed paddles
while a steersperson guides the boat. Of-
ten referred to as the ultimate team sport,
dragon boating requires every paddler
to work in complete unison. Participants
paddle while seated, making it a full-body
workout with excellent cardiovascular
benefits.

Most people have no prior experience
before stepping into the boat. Laura White,
a newer teammate of the Leviathans in
Apollo Beach, shared, "My favorite thing
about dragon boating is being on the wa-
ter with a friendly and encouraging group
of people. Being connected to the other

By Denise Sansosti

paddlers and
the water is

both medita-
tive and re-
warding.”
The  Levi-
athans are
coached by
H. Banks Ed-
wards,  who

has been with
the team since
2012. He has
also competed
at the national and world championship
levels with other teams.

"When I started, I didn't know anything
about the sport,” Edwards said. "I stuck
with it for fitness and positive group dy-
namics.”

He added, "What I enjoy most about
coaching is teaching the fundamentals of
dragon boat paddling and then working
with paddlers as they grow into stronger,
more confident athletes.”

All are welcome to join a practice to dis-
cover a new form of exercise on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. and Satur-
days from 8:30-10 a.m. No equipment or
experience is required. Interested partici-
pants are asked to email ahead of time to
reserve a seat and receive additional de-
tails at leviathansdbinfo@gmail.com.

Member Abbey Boyle joined the Le-
viathans because "it looked interesting,
I needed exercise and I enjoy being out-
side on the water. Races are so much fun.
Teams are supportive of one another while
still being competitive. I love being part of
a team.”

To learn more or watch videos, follow
the team on social media at www.face-
book.com/groups/mbdbc.
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MARY & MARTHA HOUSE LEADER
HOSTS PODCAST TO HELP PEOPLE
BREAK CYCLES

A local podcast aimed at
confronting the issues peo- | -
ple are often told to avoid
discussing is gaining mo-
mentum as it enters its sec-
ond year. Break That Cycle,
sponsored by Mary & Mar-
tha House, debuted in May
2025 and releases new
episodes monthly, said Ex-
ecutive Director Bill Chini.
The podcast features guest
speakers whose expertise
aligns with the topic.

"Every episode has a
new guest, depending on
the subject. I find either
experts, or those with lived experience, for
each topic,” Chini said. "For example, our
second episode is about sexual assault, so
the guest was someone who endured that
pain but turned it into purpose and started
her own nonprofit.”

Episode nine focuses on human trafficking
and features advocate Dotti Groover-Skip-
per, who has made it her life mission to help
victims and stop human trafficking.

The podcast tackles a wide range of dif-
ficult subjects, including suicide prevention,
sexual assault, narcissism, healthy relation-
ships, youth violence, reintegration after
incarceration and breaking the cycle of hun-
ger. An upcoming episode, “Empowerment
After Tragedy,” highlights a mother who
turned the loss of her son into purpose.

While Chini doesn't choose favorites, the
mission is clear.

T don't really have a favorite subject to
cover, but T will say I enjoy having conver-
sations that people are afraid to talk about,”
said Chini. "Every story matters.”

Feedback is beginning to surface as the

A

Live stronger with
a healthy heart.

BREAK THAT CYCLE -
A podesst that deres to explore the cycles that

hold us back and the courage it takes to break fraa.
A Watch on YouTube youtishe com,/ @ BraskThatDycle 1
5 Listen an Sposfy & Apple Padcasts

By Kelly Wise Valdes

'Iﬁjtﬂm_ummﬁlusnnznmmﬁmm'm podcast builds its

foundation.

"People have
told me that the
podcast either
opened up their
eyes to something
or that it prompt-
ed them to tell
their story,” Chini
said. “"That's im-
portant because
that's when the
healing can begin.”

The show's title
reflects its pur-
pose.

"Patterns are a beast. That's what we
are trying to stop, at least the bad ones,”
Chini said. "Some people don't even know
they are repeating bad cycles, and I hope
these episodes open their eyes and give
them the power to break them.”

Though sponsored by Mary & Martha
House, the podcast extends far beyond
domestic violence.

"We are trying to tackle all the cycles,”
Chini said. "This was good information
that should be spread around to the world,
not just the ladies we serve.”

"Break That Cycle was created because
too many people are navigating trauma,
fear and major life decisions without ever
being taught the tools to survive them,”
Chini said. “If one episode helps someone
recognize a red flag, ask for help or see
themselves differently, then it's doing ex-
actly what it's supposed to do.”

Break That Cycle is available on all the
major podcast platforms, including You-
Tube, at youtube.com/@breakthatcycle,
Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

Srought i yous by:

Mary &
Martha House
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GIVE YOUR BUSINESS A BOOST
WITH WE GOT THIS BOOKKEEPING

By Mylena C. Ferman

We Got This Bookkeep-
ing (WGTB) offers small
and medium-sized busi-
nesses affordable ways
to manage their financial
books.

Many businesses may
start with a friend or
family member keeping
their books, but Grace
Givens, owner of WGTB,
suggests a bookkeeper is
an investment a business
should make sooner rath-
er than later.

"It is easier to put
your books together
than it is to clean them
up if you've been trying
to do them yourself,”
she explains.

Virtual bookkeepers
like Givens help busi-
nesses compile nec-
essary paperwork, produce financial
statements and analyze trends. This
work ensures businesses make informed
decisions about how they grow.

"They say that 50% of small busi-
nesses fail,” Givens said, "A lot of that is
because the businesses don't know how
they're doing [financially].”

Givens began WGTB seven years ago
while working as an accountant; she
quickly learned that, despite her love for
numbers, she preferred the bookkeeping
side of business. Last year, she moved
to work at WGTB full-time alongside her
cat, Chief Cuteness Officer, Maggie. She
has no plans to hire more bookkeepers,
however.

"I want to remain the only bookkeeper
because I want to be the one hands-on

Grace Givens, owner of We Got This
Bookkeeping.

WE GOT THIS BOOKKEEPING

doing work,” she
said.

Basic  monthly
services, ideal for
businesses in their
b first two years
with only one em-
ployee, start at
$350. This package
includes  account
setup, monthly fi-
nancial reports,
unlimited email
support and more.

As a business
grows, its needs
will change. Giv-
ens says most
of her clients
pay around the
$800-$1,200 a
month.
“T like working
with small busi-
nesses and helping them grow because
it's the small businesses that make our
economy great,” Givens said.

As part of Givens' drive to help small
businesses, WGTB offers businesses a
free guide on its website titled "5 busi-
ness expenses that could save you big
money.” The guide covers primary ex-
penses that businesses may not realize
they could write off.

"It really is small businesses that make
communities feel like home and... grow. I
want to be as supportive as I can with
that.” Givens said.

For more information about We Got
This Bookkeeping, please visit its web-
site https://wegotthisbookkeeping.com/
or the We Got This Bookkeeping Face-
book page.

Tampa Bay’s
Heart Experts

From fatigue to chest pain or
palpitations, every symptom could be

a sign that you need to see your doctor.
In those moments when your heart is at
risk, turn to AdventHealth Riverview.

We are leading the way in cardiovascular
treatments and whole-person care.

Our specialists work together to deliver
truly comprehensive heart care —

from prevention and heart disease
diagnosis to the latest advancements

in surgical methods.

Take your heart risk
assessment today.

FloridaHeartExperts.com

AdventHealth

Riverview
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BRIDGEWATER LANDING OPENS LEASING

FOR NEWEST 55-PLUS APARTMENT HOMES

Bridgewater Landing Apartments is now
leasing in Riverview, welcoming residents to
the area’s newest 55-plus active adult apart-
ment community thoughtfully designed for
comfort, connection and carefree living.
Designed exclusively for independent
adults 55 and better, Bridgewater Landing
features one- and two-bedroom residences
ranging from approximately 703 to 1,170
square feet. Rental rates currently begin at
$1,700 per month for one-bedroom, one-
bath apartments and range up to $2,435
per month for spacious two-bedroom, two-
bath homes, depending on the floor-plan size
and location within the building. Residents
may choose from 10 unique floor plans to
suit a variety of lifestyles and space needs.
Each apartment is designed with every-
day ease and refined living in mind. Homes
include private, modern kitchens with quartz
countertops; high-end LG appliances; luxury
vinyl flooring; soaring 9-foot, 6-inch ceilings;
and full-size, in-unit washers and dryers.
Many residences also feature private patios

medication care, housekeeping,

memories while doing so.

b))

Call Kristy for a Personal Tour!

. 1.813.413.8916
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We Care Like Family

Resort Style Senior Living
Our community emphasizes resort-style
living with an all-inclusive approach to

maintenance, chef-prepared meals,

utilities, phone, internet, and TV. We aim

to create a vibrant and active lifestyle for
seniors. Living Our Best Life and making

500 OFF
Dep

tenance-free lifestyle,
complemented by an
array of amenities
that encourage active,
social living. Residents
can enjoy access to
the Sweet Water Club,
an exclusive, on-prop-
erty clubhouse offer-
ing wellness-focused
fitness classes, cre-
ative experiences, so-
cial events and group
outings. Additional amenities of the Sweet
Water Club include a fitness center and re-
sort-style pool.

The fully accessible buildings include ele-
vator access and wheelchair-friendly apart-
ments. Bridgewater Landing Apartments
is also pet-friendly. A dedicated pet park is
underway, providing space for residents and
their four-legged companions to enjoy. The
community also boasts a walking trail, out-
door gathering spaces, barbecue and on-site
management and maintenance.

The property is located at 5790 Stock-
port St. in Riverview — on Bloomingdale
Avenue, directly across from the Winthrop
Town Centre.

Now open in its first building, Bridge-
water Landing Apartments will ultimately
include 168 units and complete the larger
Bridgewater Landing active adult communi-
ty of single-family homes and duplexes. The
apartments are owned by Bridges Land and
Development and were built by local home-
builder Sunrise Homes, which has been de-

By Marie Gilmore

leaners
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New Year’s Financial Resolutions: Making Them Stick

As the calendar flips to a new year,
millions of Americans pledge to improve
their financial lives. But without a concrete
plan, those well-intentioned resolutions
often fade quickly.

Financial goals consistently top the

list of New Year’s resolutions. A 2025 CFP
Board study shows that financial resolutions
are prominent, with saving more

money (45%) and reducing debt (32%)
ranking among the top three goals.
Unfortunately, most resolutions don’t

last. A 2023 Forbes Health poll found that
over half of people give up on resolutions
by the four-month mark and only 1% make
it the full year.

a specific goal, such as, “I will put $100 a

month into an emergency fund.”

This shift from general to specific transforms
wishful thinking into actionable

steps. When goals are attainable, it's easier

to track progress and stay motivated.

Find an accountability partner. Don’t

go it alone. Having someone to check in

with can help you stay on track. This could

be a spouse, friend or family member who
shares similar goals.

Consider working with a financial advisor

who can help you create a realistic plan,
monitor your progress and adjust strategies

as needed. A professional can provide expertise
and accountability, making it easier

The challenge isn’t a lack of desire for to stay on track throughout the year.

change. People may set the same resolution Start small and build momentum.

year after year, revealing a disconnect between Rather than overhauling your entire financial
intentions and action. Or it may be life all at once, focus on one or two

that they try to tackle too many goals at priority areas. ldentify where the largest gap
once, or aim higher than is realistic, setting exists between your current situation and
themselves up for disappointment. where you want to be, then concentrate

Set smart financial goals. Before your energy there.

crafting your action plan, consider which Breaking larger goals into smaller,

financial priorities matter most to you. If manageable actions makes them less overwhelming
you need ideas, here are some areas where and more achievable. Each small

you may want focus in 2026: win builds confidence and momentum for

* Regularly review your financial goals tackling the next challenge.

and track progress toward meeting them The new year offers a fresh start and

* Increase your 401(k) contributions renewed motivation to improve your financial

or max out your IRA and/or HSA health. With specific goals, a solid

contributions action plan and the right support system,

» Pay down debt strategically and negotiate this could be the year your financial resolutions
lower interest payments finally stick.

* Build an emergency savings fund of
six to 12 months

» Save more consistently

Be specific. Vague resolutions like “save
more money” rarely succeed. Instead, it can
help to make goals specific and measurable.
For example, rather than making a resolution
to “start an emergency fund,” commit to

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052
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www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram
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ARABIC FILM FESTIVAL MAKES
INAUGURAL DEBUT IN TAMPA BAY

By Libby Hopkins
| . . YRR BIG BROTHERS AND BIG SISTERS
The Florida Arab Film gf;o@ s 5\9 lighted powerful Arab By Libby Hopkins
Festival launched its in- {"§ - w@v\% voices from across the )
augural edition this past > % region and the diaspora. This past Through-
January, marking the first "Many of the stories January, Big S out  the
event of its kind in the are based on true events, Brothers  Big =7 i‘v:?: month,
state. Presented by Movie humanitarian issues, Sisters of Tam- § e Bigs,  Lit-
Buffs Productions, Tampa faith-based themes and pa Bay (BBBS) tles and
Bay Film Circle and NCG FLORIDA personal struggles that partnered  with 7| supporters
Cinemas, the festival took Ny A Fiﬂ M reflect the real experienc- the Tampa Bay were  rec-
place in Tampa Bay, cele- fg’%& B - es of Arab communities,” Lightning  and ognized
brating the richness and o5 FESTIVAL Makary said. "These films | Benchmark  In- e s e o during
diversity of Arab storytell- TAMPA, TLORIDA go beyond stereotypes | ternational  for S Lightning
ing. NCG FRLIAN S0 LN VL @ and headlines. They fo- a dynamic Na- For National Mentoring Month, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay ~ 9ames and

Dedicated to showcas-
ing contemporary and
independent Arabic films,
the festival aimed to intro-
duce Florida audiences to bold new voices,
compelling narratives and vibrant cinematic
perspectives from across the Arab world.

“The Florida Arab Film Festival was creat-
ed to celebrate Arab cinema and give a plat-
form to Arab filmmakers whose stories are
often underrepresented or misunderstood
in mainstream media,” said Shady Makary,
festival founder and director. "Arab cinema
has a rich history spanning decades, but
many filmmakers still struggle with access,
protection, funding and international distri-
bution, especially in the United States.”

Hosting the festival in Tampa was a very
intentional choice by Makary and his team.

“Tampa Bay is home to a growing and di-
verse Arab community, yet it has never had
a dedicated Arab film festival,” Makary said.
"We wanted to bring these stories to a new
audience, create cultural dialogue and make
history by launching the first Arab film festi-
val in Florida and the region. Tampa felt like
the right city to start something meaningful,
inclusive and long-lasting.”

The films selected for the edition high-

7999 Citrua Park Tawn Center Mall, Tamps, FL 33825

The Florida Arab Film Festival launched its
inaugural edition this past January, mark-
ing the first event of its kind in the state.

cused on identity, resil-
ience, family, displace-
ment, love and survival
and told through authen-
tic storytelling and strong cinematic vision.
The festival will feature a mix of feature
films, shorts and independent productions,
giving space to both established and emerg-
ing filmmakers."

Makary and his team hosted the Tampa is
a Golden Globes nominee and is shortlisted
for the Academy Awards, as well as Pales-
tine 36 Florida premiere, which is also short-
listed for the Academy Awards.

"Our guests got more than just film
screenings,” Makary said. “The festival was
designed to be a cultural experience. Audi-
ences enjoyed red-carpet moments, film-
maker and actor appearances, live Q&A ses-
sions, panel discussions and opportunities to
engage directly with the artists behind the
films.”

“Our hope is for the Florida Arab Film Fes-
tival to become a lasting cultural platform
that supports Arab filmmakers and con-
nects their stories to wider audiences,” Ma-
kary said. For more information about the
Florida Arab Film Festival, visit its website
at https://floridaarabfilmfestival.com.
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SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA - ORLANDO - PLANT CITY

tional Mentoring teamed up with the Tampa Bay Lightning and Benchmark International. special ac-

Month campaign designed to spotlight the
power of mentorship and respond to an
urgent community need: more than 1,000
children across Greater Tampa Bay are cur-
rently waiting for a mentor.

From January 5-20, the three organiza-
tions came together to raise awareness,
celebrate existing mentors and recruited
50 new Big Brothers and Big Sisters who
changed children's lives through consisten-
cy, connection and care.

The two-week partnership featured
in-arena recognitions at Lightning games, a
community ball hockey clinic for youth and
storytelling moments throughout January,
giving the public and media multiple oppor-
tunities to see mentorship in action.

"Mentorship is one of the most power-
ful tools we have to help young people feel
supported, confident and hopeful about
their future,” said Robyn Ostrem, CEO of
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay.
"With more than 1,000 children waiting
for a mentor right now in Greater Tampa
Bay, this partnership allowed us to meet
the moment, celebrating our Bigs while
inviting more people in our community to
step forward and make a transformational
difference.”

tivations, amplifying the message that
mentorship strengthens families, schools,
and communities.

"We believe in using our platform to
support causes that create real impact
in our community,” said Elizabeth Frazier,
vice president of community hockey de-
velopment and social impact for the Tam-
pa Bay Lightning. "By partnering with Big
Brothers Big Sisters during National Men-
toring Month, we helped to shine a light
on the importance of positive role models
and creating memorable experiences that
inspired kids, both on and off the ice.”

Benchmark International’s involvement
reflected its commitment to investing in
people and strengthening the communi-
ties where its employees live and work.

Becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister
does not require special skills or a large
time commitment.

It starts with a few hours a month and
a willingness to build a relationship. With
more than 1,000 children still waiting in
Tampa Bay, the need for mentors con-
tinues well beyond National Mentoring
Month. If they are interested in learning
more, visit the website at www.bbbstam-
pabay.org/be-a-big/.

ANERICAS
SWIMMING POOL CO.

& Specialized in Remodeling,
Repairs, & Resurfacing

/ Real Estate Pool Inspection

Call 813-641-4968
or visit ASPSouthShoreFL.com

© 2026 ASP Franchising SPE LLC. All rights reserved. Each location
independently owned & operated. License CPC1460605
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COMMUNITY BREAKS GROUND ON
ADAPTED HOME FOR ARMY VETERAN
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MILKSHAKE FACTORY BRINGS FLAVOR
AND BIGGER SMILES TO CUSTOMERS

By Kelly Wise Valdes

By Brian Bokor
Community mem- Despite  these
bers, veterans and hardships, Corne-

local supporters
gathered Jan. 10
at Newsome High
School to celebrate
the start of a new
Homes For Our
Troops (HFOT) build
in Lithia. The cere-
mony marked the @
beginning of a cus-
tom home that will
be donated to Army
Sgt. 1st Class Aar-
on Cornelius, who
was severely injured
while serving in Iraq.

The home is being
built through Homes
For Our Troops, a na-
tional nonprofit that constructs and donates
specially adapted, mortgage-free homes for
severely injured post-9/11 veterans. Built by
Elizabeth Evans Custom Homes, the project
represents far more than shelter for Corne-
lius, who is blind.

"There's always a possibility of hurting
yourself on something because it's not made
for your disability,” Cornelius said.

Cornelius enlisted in the U.S. Army at 19
to support his young family and continue a
strong tradition of military service. He is the
father of five daughters.

"My outstanding youngest one is here
with me, still standing by me,” he said. "She’s
actually my official caregiver as well, doing
outstanding things for me.”

During his third deployment to Iraq in
2008, Cornelius was serving as a platoon
sergeant when an improvised explosive
device detonated beneath him, leaving him
blind. While still recovering at home, he suf-
fered another devastating loss of his wife.

Community members, veterans and local sup-
porters gather Jan. 10 at Newsome High School to
celebrate the start of a Homes For Our Troops build €xceed ADA stan-

in Lithia for Army Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Cornelius.

lius refused to be
defined by them.
He discovered a
passion for music
and now works
locally as a disc
jockey. He also be-
came a certified
massage therapist,
"because they said
I probably couldn't
do it — but I did it
anyway,” he said,
i1 and remains active
with the Wounded
Warrior Project.
HFOT homes

dards and include
more than 40 special adaptations designed
to restore independence and reduce fall risk.

“"Rails along the walls that help me guide
myself around the home, so I'm not tripping
and falling over things,” Cornelius said.

Safety features extend to the kitchen, in-
cluding an induction cooktop that automat-
ically shuts off.

"Tt's not going to turn on unless I try to
cook something, and when I take it off, it
turns off,” he said. "Cool safety features.”

The home will also include voice-activated
technology to improve nighttime security.

Cornelius chose to build in Lithia to remain
close to family and fellow HFOT veteran
Rusty Carter. Retired Army Brig. Gen. Tom
Landwermeyer, HFOT president and CEO,
said the organization's mission is restoring
independence.

Construction will continue over the com-
ing months, with volunteer opportunities
available.. More information is available at
www.hfotusa.org.

Looking For a Local Insurance Agent?

Look no further than
IRON ROCK INSURANCE!

IRON ROCK INSURANCE is a team of LOCAL AGENTS specializing
in providing quality protection for you and yours. We
insure homes, autos, boats and much more!

Katie, Licensed Agent

Lisa Hast

Torie, Licensed Agent

Managing Partner

Scan code Now
for a quote!

Kate, Licensed Agent

Amanda, Licensed Agent

IRON--..ROCK

SU8-218-9600

400 Frandorson Circle, Apollo Beach

813-213-9600 | IronRockins.com

When Jodi Pane-
pinto and Michael
Longman opened the
MilkShake  Factory
SouthShore location
in April 2025, they
brought a national- **%
ly recognized des-
sert franchise and a
century-old  choco-
late-making legacy to
Hillshorough County.

"T wanted to bring
a new concept to our
area and get more in-
volved in the commu-
nity,” said Panepinto.

The bright and
upbeat shop serves
hand-spun milkshakes made with home-
made ice cream alongside the brand's
sighature gourmet chocolates. MilkShake
Factory traces its roots to a family of choc-
olatiers dating back to the early 1900s in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. That same fami-
ly still operates stores in their hometown,
and Panepinto said she is proud to share
those recipes with local customers.

“A guest's experience is more than them
just enjoying their milkshake or chocolate.
We aim to provide exceptional customer
service from start to finish,” said Panepin-
to. "Going out for a milkshake should be
a fun, easygoing experience regardless of
what the rest of your day has been like. We
hope Milkshake Factory brings smiles to all
our guests.”

Community involvement has quickly be-
come part of the shop's identity.

“We love hosting school spirit nights,”
Panepinto said. "And we participated in
the Ruskin Seafood Festival for the first
time this year.”

The menu features year-round favorites

along with ro-
tating season-
al creations.
"We always
have a limit-
ed-time-only
* shake,” said
§ Panepinto.
"Our next one
up will be the
strawberry
matcha milk-
shake. We also
™. have choco-
late-dipped
strawberries,
perfect  for
Valentine's
Day, made
daily in our store. Or you can get our sig-
nature, homemade bark in milk or white
chocolate hearts for the holiday. We are
very excited for our carrot cake milkshake,
coming soon.”

Panepinto said the team behind the
counter is a major part of what makes the
shop special.

"Our team members make this such a fun
experience watching them go above and
beyond for our guests. That's really made
this endeavor so rewarding. And network-
ing with other local small business, getting
to know our regular customers,” she said.

With a focus on quality, tradition and
community, Panepinto said the shop offers
something for everyone.

“A lot of thought goes into all of our fla-
vors, both shakes and chocolates. There's a
flavor for everyone,” Panepinto said.

For more, visit www.milkshakefac-
tory.com/locations/southshore or call
813-722-1878. The shop is located at
10446 Stelling Dr. in the Mission BBQ
plaza.

SPRING IN-HOUSE

LOCATIONS
Apollo Beach (Waterset)
& Riverview (Summerfield)

BIRTH YEARS
2021-2014

DATE
February 16th — April 18th

PROGRAM INCLUDES
Once-a-week training
Saturday Game Days

UNIFORM KIT INCLUDED
2x JERSEY, SHORTS, SOCKS

($15 Uniform discount for players
who played Fal Rec 2025)

Why not register
before the Summer
FIFA World Cup
hosted in the USA?

REGISTER NOW!!!

$165-$210
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ANNUAL BILL CAREY SPORTING CLAY
TOURNAMENT RETURNS ON MARCH 28

Staff Report

Riverview
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UP BEFORE DAWN: ZORAN PAVIC
KEEPS THE REGENT RUNNING

‘ Sporting Clay Tournament

SAYE 1 DATE'

Shoot for a cause at the 14th annual Bill Carey Sporting Clay Tournament
on Saturday, March 28, at FishHawk Sporting Clays in Lithia.

The 14th annual Bill Carey Sporting
Clay Tournament will return to FishHawk
Sporting Clays on Saturday, March 28,
bringing together sportsmen, community
leaders and supporters of local youth for
a day of competition, camaraderie and
cause-driven impact.

Benefiting the Carey Family Brandon
Club, the annual event supports pro-
grams serving children and teens through
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Tampa
Bay. The tournament runs from 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at FishHawk Sporting Clays, located
at 13505 Hobson Simmons Rd. in Lithia.

Participants can expect an expanded
clay shoot tournament on a larger course,
followed by a barbecue lunch provided
by BubbaQue's. The day will also fea-
ture raffle drawings with prizes includ-
ing firearms, sporting goods, gift cards
and more. Organizers say the event is
designed to be both fun and meaningful,
offering attendees the chance to enjoy a
premier sporting experience while mak-
ing a difference in the lives of local youth.

Registration for the tournament offi-
cially opened in January. Participants can
register teams, purchase raffle tickets
and explore sponsorship opportunities

online at www.bgct-
ampa.org/billcarey-
clayshoot.

"Shooting events
like this allow our
community to come
together in support
of the kids we serve
at the Carey Family
Brandon Club,” said
Jamie McWade, di-
rector of events for
the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater
Tampa Bay. "It's an
exciting day that directly impacts the
programs and opportunities available to
our club members.”

The tournament schedule includes an
8 a.m. start time, with lunch served at
11:30 a.m. Sponsorship packages and
raffle tickets will also be available for
individuals and businesses looking to in-
crease their support.

The event comes as the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Tampa Bay celebrates
100 years of impact across the region.
Since the Rotary Club of Tampa estab-
lished the West Tampa Boys Club in 1926,
the organization has expanded alongside
the communities it serves, eventually
merging with the former Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Suncoast to better serve
youth throughout Tampa Bay. Through-
out a century of growth and change, the
organization's mission has remained the
same: ensuring every child has a place to
belong and a path to a brighter future.

For more information about the tour-
nament, sponsorship  opportunities
or registration, contact McWade at
jmcwade@hbgctampa.org or by phone at
813-769-7528.
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Long before the
sun rises over The
Regent event ven-
ue in Riverview,
one staff member
is already moving
through the quiet -
halls, preparing the .
building for anoth- ~ %
er full day of com- |~ 4
munity events. For
more than 15 years,
facilities team mem-
ber Zoran Pavic has
been one of the venue's most dependable
and recognizable faces — a steady presence
whose work helps keep one of the region's
busiest event centers running smoothly.

Pavic, originally from Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, came to the Tampa Bay area in
1998, bringing with him a background in
plumbing and electrical work. That experi-
ence shaped the path that eventually led him
to The Regent.

"He did plumbing and electrical in his
home country and was able to find work
doing those things here, which led him into
facility maintenance working for Sodexo,
who had the contract for HCC and the Re-
gent when it was built,” said Shannon Keil,
president and CEO of The Regent.

Pavic officially joined The Regent's staff
in 2009, and since then colleagues said his
reliability and upbeat attitude have become
part of the venue's identity.

"My boss, Shannon, is the best,” said Pav-
ic. "Communication is good, and together we
fix things and make it work good for clients
and the community.”

His days start early — often before dawn.

"We are busy and have a lot of people at
events. I get here at 5:30 a.m. and get rooms

Zoran Pavic stands inside The Regent, where his
behind-the-scenes work keeps the venue running
seamlessly for weddings, and galas.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

ready for the events
of that day, some-
times do minor main-
tenance and check
to make sure things
are working and
ready for event,” said
Pavic. "I sometimes
go home and come
back for the events
at night. I take care
of the needs of the
event and clean up,
then come back the
next day to do it again.”

Over the years, Pavic has witnessed
countless moments inside the venue’s walls,
from milestone celebrations to solemn cere-
monies. One event stands out.

"We are part of special moments for fam-
ilies, students and members of the commu-
nity,” said Pavic. "One of my favorites is the
Menton Dinner for Black Dagger Hunt Club,
an organization for Gold Star families and
wounded veterans. We hang a 40 ft. flag
that was jumped from Normandy and have
a 98-year-old Rosie the Riveter who comes
every year. I like to listen to the speakers
and see them recognize the soldiers who
have been injured.”

To those who work alongside him, Pavic's
presence is more than operational support
— it's a source of calm and consistency. Out-
side of work, Pavic keeps his priorities sim-
ple: spending time with his family, grandkids,
wife and dogs.

“T really enjoy time with my family, and a
really good bourbon!” he said.

The Regent is located at 6437 Watson
Rd. in Riverview. For more information,
visit www.experiencetheregent.com or
call 813-571-2494.

M|
MYERS LAW

e Criminal Defense

e Family Law
Mediation

e Personal Injury

e Divorce

FORMER PROSECUTOR
ExPERIENCE YOU CAN TRuUST
DEFENSE You CAN CounT ON

(813)493-DAWN

www.myerslawpa.com
3419 Brook Crossing Drive, Brandon, FI 33511
dawn@myerslawpa.com

ZBRCC
BRANDON RIVERVIEW
CHAMBERZ COMMERCE

Dawn Myers
Attorney at Law

A '[( ’
"L uluL t’iu

RISE & SHINE WITH TAMPA BAY
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spirit and momentum of theTampa Bay Sun.

SPONSORED BY:

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 11, 2026

8:30AM-10:00AM

}n;srf_'_:‘T?L(wE
tfﬂl-xm‘

THE REGENT
G437 WATSON RD. RIVERVIEW

Paid for by Dawn Myers for Circuit Judge

SHOWCASE YOUR
BUSINESS!

VENDOR TABLES
AVAILABLE

Register Here




February 2026

Riverview

Page 21

REMEMBERING WANDA WESTBROOK, LAST SURVIVING CHILD OF THE

SIMMONS FAMILY THAT HELPED SHAPE RIVERVIEW

Wanda Ruth Simmons Westbrook
passed away the month before Christmas,
at the age of 95. With her passing, River-
view lost one of its last living connections
to the families who shaped the community
long before paved roads, interstate high-
ways and large-scale development.

Wanda Westbrook was the last surviving
child of Herman G. Simmons and Mildred
Long Simmons. She grew up in a Riverview
of dirt roads, open land and working farms
and lived to see it become the community
it is today.

The Simmons family’s roots in South Hill-

shorough County trace back to the 1800s. IS

Descended from Marshall V. Simmons, the
family first settled in Bloomingdale and
Parrish before establishing permanent
roots in Riverview. Over time, Simmons
family land stretched along Big Bend Road
west of U.S. 301 toward Bullfrog Creek.
Herman Simmons built a home along
what became known as Simmons Loop
Road, land that decades later would be re-
developed into the site of St. Joseph's Hos-
pital South. During Wanda Westbrook’s
childhood, Big Bend Road was unpaved,
homes were widely spaced, and life cen-
tered on farming, church, and family.
After Herman Simmons married Mildred
Simmons, who moved to Florida from Ten-
nessee, the couple operated a dairy farm
on roughly 60 acres along Simmons Loop.
Mildred Simmons later managed the dairy
on her own while raising the children, over-
seeing the daily milking of about 65 cows.
Because of the dairy operation, the Sim-
mons property received electricity earlier
than much of South County, where wide-
spread service did not arrive until the
early 1930s. Milk was hauled in 10-gallon
stainless steel containers to a Tampa dairy
cooperative later absorbed by Sealtest. In

One of the founding families of Riverview,
Wanda Ruth (Simmons) Westrook, 95, passed
in November.
later years, milk was also delivered directly
to nearby homes.

Early Riverview life was simple and
close-knit. Shopping was mostly local, with
occasional trips into Tampa and Ybor City.
Bullfrog Creek once ran clear and wide
enough for swimming, easily accessible
from Simmons family land. Wanda West-
brook also remembered severe storms,
including a powerful hurricane in the mid-
1930s that flooded the area and uprooted
large oak trees.

By the time she reached adulthood, Riv-
erview was already beginning its slow shift
away from its agricultural roots.

Wanda Westbrook attended Wimauma
High School, back then the only high school
serving South Hillshorough County. After
graduation, she worked at Margaret Ann's
Grocery — later known as Quik Check and
Winn-Dixie — where she met her future
husband, Charles Westbrook.

Charles Westbrook served in the US.
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Navy, and the couple spent nearly two
decades stationed away from Florida, pri-
marily along the East Coast. After his mil-
itary service, they returned to Riverview,
where Herman Simmons provided each
of his children with a parcel of land along
Simmons Loop.

Wanda and Charles Westhrook built
their home on one of those parcels, land
that today sits directly across from the
hospital complex that now dominates the
area. Married for 40 years, they raised
four children together before Charles
Westbrook passed away at age 62 from
cancer.

Faith and family remained central
throughout Wanda Westbrook's life. She
was a longtime member of Simmons Loop
Baptist Church, which served as a gather-
ing place for generations of the Simmons
family.

Earlier family reunions were held on the
Simmons ranch and along Bullfrog Creek,
drawing hundreds of relatives. Over time,
changes in water flow, particularly fol-
lowing the construction of Interstate 75,

Photo Courtesy of Simmons Family
Graduating Class1948 Wimauma High School.

By Brian Bokor

; altered the creek’s
condition.  When
%% the ranch was no
“N longer available,
| reunions  contin-
ued at the church.
In later years,
those gatherings
became harder to
maintain due to
age and illness,
quietly  marking
the close of anoth-
er chapter in the
family’s long pres-
ence along Sim-
mons Loop.

For more than
four decades, Wanda Westhrook also
worked as an Avon representative, becom-
ing a familiar and trusted presence in Riv-
erview neighborhoods. She was remem-
bered for her kindness, steadiness and
generosity toward those she encountered.

Today, little physical evidence remains of
the Simmons family dairy farm or the open
land that once lined Simmons Loop Road.
In its place stand hospitals, rehabilitation
facilities and medical offices, symbols of
Riverview's growth.

Yet the family's legacy endures in the
geography itself. Simmons Loop Road is
traveled daily by thousands who may nev-
er realize it bears the name of a real family
whose land, labor and lives helped shape
the community.

With the passing of Wanda Westbrook,
Riverview lost more than a longtime res-
ident. It lost a living bridge to its earliest
days, a reminder that beneath today's de-
velopment lies a history built by families
whose stories still matter and deserve to
be remembered.

Don’'t Worry...Be Healthy

Whether you're 32 or 82, one thing is universal: if you end up in the hospital,
the last thing you want to worry about when you get home is unexpected
medical bills. Recovery should be about healing, rest, and getting back to life,
not about repayment and financial stress.

So let’s have a quick “back of the envelope” conversation. Most health plans,
whether employer coverage, Medicare, or something else, include out-of-
pocket expenses. First, there’s the deductible, the amount you must pay before
insurance really starts paying. Then there’s “shared cost,” which may be a flat
dollar copay or a percentage, known as coinsurance, where you pay part and
the insurance company pays part. These shared costs usually have a cap called
a maximum out-of-pocket, often referred to as MOOP.

I say “usually” because here’s something that surprises many people. Original
Medicare, without a supplement, has an 80/20 cost share with no cap at all.
Yes, really. That means there is technically no limit to what you could owe.

Now picture this. You have insurance, but you're still exposed to very real
costs. In fact, many people intentionally take on higher deductibles or greater
cost sharing in exchange for lower monthly premiums. That strategy can make
sense, but the exposure is still there, and it can quickly add up to t%l
dollars if something serious happens.

What if, for a relatively small monthly cost, often around $25 to $50, you
could receive fixed cash benefits? Cash for ambulance rides. Cash for each day
you're in the hospital. Even cash for things insurance doesn’'t consider, like
boarding your pets while you're away. These are actual dollars paid directly to
you to help cover deductibles, shared costs, and non-covered expenses.

This solution exists. It’s called an indemnity plan. Because the benefits are
fixed, the risk to the insurance company is limited, which keeps costs low. It
also doesn’t pay agents very well, which explains why no one is blowing up
your phone to tell you about it. Just being honest.

You should run the math for your own situation, but savings of several
thousand dollars a year are very realistic. Put away your checkbook and have a
conversation with an RN who understands healthcare is about caring for your

health and protecting your wealth. Let’s talk.

Elaine Johnson, RN, BN
Medicare Specialized
813-450-6473
Elaine.RN.MedEd@outlook.com
] Johnson, MSFS, CFP®, CFS®
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Newly Diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia? Where you go for treatment first matters. Moffitt Cancer Center is home to the largest
blood and marrow transplant program and CAR T cell therapy centers in the U.S., with over 2,000 CAR T infusions performed. With a
dedicated team of over 40 blood cancer specialists you can rest assured you will get access to the latest treatments, leading-edge
immunotherapy clinical trials and exceptional care close to home.

Choose Moffitt - Florida's Top Choice for Cancer Care.
Schedule an appointment today at Moffitt.org/AML or Call 888-239-3630.

EXCEPTIONAL CANCER CARE
CLOSER TO YOU IN RUSKIN.

Discover the future of cancer care at Moffitt Cancer Center at SouthShore, a
state-of-the-art, 75,000-square-foot facility in Ruskin conveniently located
off |-75. This advanced center brings Florida’s only Comprehensive Cancer
Care closer to you, offering:

Access to Groundbreaking Clinical Trials

Advanced Imaging, Diagnostic Clinics & Laboratories
Chemotherapy and Immunotherapy Treatments
Mammography & Lung Screenings

Medical Oncology & Radiation Oncology
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FOREVER GREEN LAWN AND PEST
CONTROL GROWS ON FOUR DECADES
OF CUSTOMIZED, QUALITY CARE

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

February 2026

QUEENA INSPIRES WHILE FACING
HER JOURNEY OF HEALING

By Libby Hopkins

Queena Vuong has seizure in the morn-

overcome many health
obstacles since her at-
tack at the Blooming-
dale Regional Public
Library more than 17
years ago. She's bat-
tled some tough ob-
stacles. It hasn't been
easy, but her fight
goes on every day, as
miracles continue to
take place in her. Many
have followed her sto-
ry over the years and
have come to know
her as the '‘Bloomingdale Library Survivor.’

“In moments of hardship, it can be diffi-
cult to recognize the strength still lives with-
in us,” said Queena’s mother, Vanna Nguyen.
"Yet, when we remain open to others, to
love, and to possibility, we create space for
healing and inspiration to grow.”

After Queena’s attack, it was the compas-
sion and steadfast presence of those around
her that carried her family forward. Over
time, that support became a reminder that
healing is not meant to be a solitary journey.

Tt is something we walk through togeth-
er,” Nguyen said. "When we allow ourselves
inspired, we find the courage to keep going,
to recognize beauty even in uncertainty, and
to reflect hope back into the world."

December 2025 marked 17th anniversary
of Queena’s discharge after seven months in
the hospital and rehabilitation. Her journey
continues to be one of perseverance, faith
and quiet strength.

"Over the past year, Queena's overall
health has remained stable, and we're grate-
ful for that consistency,” Nguyen said. "She
does occasionally experience a brief mini

Queena Vuong is the survivor of an attack at the
Bloomingdale Regional Public Library back in 2008.

ings, but otherwise
her medical team feels
she’s doing well.”

In her physical
therapy at Stay In
Step, Queena has seen
meaningful signs of

engagement.
"She shows in-
creased  awareness,

| often smiling in re-
sponse to voices, and
“® appears more relaxed
during movement ex-
ercises,” Nguyen said.
“Although she still requires full assistance
for cycling and walking-based activities,
the comfort and responsiveness she shows
during sessions are encouraging steps for-
ward.”

“She is able to respond to yes/no and sim-
ple daily-living questions using gestures and
vocalizations,” Nguyen said.

Looking ahead, Queena would love to re-
turn to both water therapy and oxygen ther-
apy. "These therapies have been beneficial
for her in the past, but they are private-pay
and extremely expensive,” Nguyen said. “"As
a family, we're hoping to raise additional
funds to help cover these costs so she can
resume the treatments she enjoys and bene-
fits from. One of Queena’s biggest wishes is
to visit Disney again. She hopes that an or-
ganization might be able to sponsor a future
trip for her. Being able to experience Disney
would bring her so much joy and would be a
truly special moment for her and our family.”

If you would like to learn more about
Queena’s journey or donate to her rehabili-
tation, you can visit her website at https://
joinqueena.com.

Forever Green
Lawn and Pest
Control is a fam-
ily-owned lawn
care  company
built on experi-
ence, consisten-
cy, and a refusal §
to cut corners.

Operating for
more than 40
years as a fami-
ly-run  business,
Forever  Green
Lawn and Pest
Control was
founded with a
stralghtforward i"‘

philosophy:  do ¢ ' .-
the job the right
way, or

do it at all. That
commitment to quality remains at the
core of everything the company does to-
day.

Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control
serves customers throughout Manatee,
Pinellas, and Hillsborough counties, with
offices located across the region to bet-
ter support the communities it serves.
The company offers comprehensive care,
including lawn treatments, tree and shrub
care and pest control.

Experience-driven care is a defining part
of Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control's
process. With more than four decades of
industry knowledge behind the business,
the company relies on customized fertil-
izer blends developed through firsthand
experience. These blends are based on an
understanding of what works, allowing

JJL.L:‘:I _r"_ 4 :..In G

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAST,

'250/0

' Valid for conventional and full synthetic a|| changes. |

Lowest Prlcmg on
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 | NOW OPEN!

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview | 813-499-9606 I
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed I

!$40 OFF BRAKES

Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

.ﬁ 3/31/202;3.’

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

Exp:3/31/2oze|
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Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control combines decades of
don't knowledge to provide a service that is focused on delivering

reliable results customers can trust.

Forever Green Lawn
and Pest Control to
avoid generic, one-
size-fits-all ~ treat-
 ments. The result is
- a more customized
approach  focused
on producing no-
ticeable and sus-
tainable results for
each customer.

"I started this
company because
I saw too many
: jobs being done
halfway,” said Mike
Compton, owner of
Forever Green Lawn
and Pest Control.
"We do it the right
way or we don't do
it at all, which is
why I've spent 45 years perfecting our
fertilizer blends based on what actually
works for each customer.”

Supporting that philosophy is a team of
licensed and knowledgeable technicians
who bring professionalism and consisten-
cy to every property they service. Forev-
er Green Lawn and Pest Control places
a strong emphasis on proper training,
attention to detail and following estab-
lished processes to ensure lawns, trees,
and shrubs receive the care they need to
thrive over time.

Founded on higher expectations and
long-term results, Forever Green Lawn
and Pest Control has grown steadily while
remaining true to its family-owned roots.

For more information or to inquire about
service, please visit www.fglawn.com.
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COMMUNITY SHOOTERS AIM TO MAKE
DIFFERENCE AT ANGEL FOUNDATION
SPORTING CLAYS CLASSIC

Riverview
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VALENCIA NEIGHBORS GO ABOVE
AND BEYOND TO SUPPORT PANTRY

Staff Report

Staff Report

The Angel Foun- | ® our families
dation FL is proud § " in the year
to host its fourth § 2 ahead to
annual  Sporting keep them on
Clays Classic on B the road to
Saturday, Febru- § : self-sufficien-
ary 21, at Fish- g & cy when ex-
Hawk Sporting L. periencing a
Clays. > life-threaten-
This exciting d ing illness or

event brings to-
gether supporters
with the founda-
tion's welcome

breakfast, catered

by Fresh Origi-

nal  Foods/Chick- ;
N-Bones, and its |
awards luncheon, |
catered by Glory !
Days Grill. Shoot-
ers will enjoy a
great morning on
the course along @
with course con-
tests, gun raffles,
50/50 raffle and
raffles for exciting
prices. Each shoot-
er will also receive
our special 'Player’s Package’ which also
includes eye and ear protection and
ammo for the tournament.

CEO Liz Brewer shared, “We are
thankful for our Eagle Eye Sponsors,
Chadwell Supply, Reed & Reed and Roof
X. Also, our High Master Sponsor, Rivard
Buick GMC; Sharpshooter Sponsor, PCL
Construction; and Brandon Legal Group.
It is because of their financial support
we are able to host first-class events for
our community and raise funds to serve

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!

catastrophic
event.”
This year,

Angel

|

Representatwes from Reed & Reed and Roof X join fellow the
sponsors in supporting the Angel Foundation FLs fourth Foun dation
annual Sporting Clays at FishHawk Sporting Clays.

FL celebrates
s 20 years of
serving fam-
ilies in our
- communi-
ty who are
in crisis by
matching
them  with
businesses
to meet their
practical
needs as well
as  provid-

Mo ing financial
support. The foundatlon does not give
them a ‘hand out’ but rather holds their
hands through their darkest hours, giv-
ing them help and hope when they need
it the most. For more information or to
request assistance, visit https://angel-
foundationfl.com/.

You can still register to participate
in this event as a sponsor, a foursome
or an individual player at the web-
site www.angelfoundationfl.com/. The
deadline is Friday, February 13.

"Since 1999, Our
Lady's Pantry has
been putting food
on the tables of
thousands of men,
women and chil-
dren here in South-
ern  Hillsborough
County,” said di-
rector Tom Bullaro.
“This has only been
possible thanks to
the generosity of
neighbors near and far. In fact, neigh-
borhoods throughout Sun City Center
and surrounding towns, and as far away
as Lithia and Parrish, bring us food from
time to time.

"One neighborhood, however, stands
apart from the others in their dedication
to our pantry,” said Bullaro. "That would
be Valencia Lakes.

"When Anita and I first moved from
Pennsylvania to Florida in 2004, South-
ern Hillshorough County, especially along
U.S. 301, was mostly countryside. But
that changed quickly. And among the
new homes going up everywhere, Valen-
cia Lakes, just a couple of miles north of
Our Lady's Pantry, in Wimauma, seems
to have adopted us into their care.”

Word of Mouth

Marge Burk from Valencia Lakes, who
has worked at Our Lady's Pantry with
her husbhand, Dave, for six years already,
said the pantry has always had lots of
volunteers from Valencia Lakes.

"T think what happened is that as
some of us find the pantry, and we tell
our friends,” said Burk. “"So then, they
come and work too. It's kind of word of
mouth more than anything. Obviously,
not everyone is free to work, but they

Valencia Lakes residents deliver food donations to Our Lady’s
Pantry, continuing years of generous community support.

can all bring
food. And so,
they do.”

Accord-
ing to Burk,
the Valencia
ad Lakes Wom-

% en's Club,
which started
in 2016, has
long had a box
in the com-
munity center
where residents just drop in food, know-
ing that somebody else is going to pick it
up and bring it to the pantry.

"So yeah, it's a community thing, but
independent people do their own thing
too,” said Burk. “Gail Greenburg, for
example, who is not part of the wom-
en's club, puts out the call for donations
through the Nextdoor app.”

Kim Kordalski, co-director of Our La-
dy's Pantry, can't thank Greenberg and
the Burks enough.

"Gail works on-site every Friday and
asks me, ‘What do you need?" She then
puts a list on the Nextdoor app. Gail and
the Burks bring in the food every time
they come,” said Kordalski.

“Just this week, Linda Benson, from
the Women's Club of Valencia Lakes,
brought us a check for $2,000, along
with 500 pounds of food from the club's
most recent food drive. Last year, we re-
ceived an amazing donation of $8,700
from One Hundred Who Care Valencia
Lakes.

"Whether donating food, time or trea-
sure, it's like Valencia Lakes has us un-
der their wing,” said Bullaro. "We thank
them for their extraordinary care over
many years now.”

We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

APOLLOPOOLS.NET

BUILD NOW

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

AP

ollo

OOLSnet

CPC 1457589

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

813-689-5197
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QUEEN AND COURT SELECTED FOR 91ST FLORIDA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

Layla Rothman was crowned queen of
the 91st annual Florida Strawberry Festi-
val Queen’s Scholarship Pageant, held on
the evening of January 17 on the festival
grounds. Layla Rothman was selected from
a competitive field of 32 contestants. Mar-
ley Mueller was named first maid, with
court members Cadence Cape, Addison
Griffin, and Addison Pope rounding out the
royal court.

Brooke Browning was named Miss Con-
geniality, an honor voted on by fellow con-
testants and awarded to the participant
who best exemplifies kindness, sportsman-
ship and camaraderie throughout the com-
petition. Browning is a junior at Strawber-
ry Crest High School.

“Words cannot describe how incredibly
blessed I am to have this opportunity to
serve a community that has been nothing
but gracious to me my entire life,” said
Layla Rothman. "I have dreamed of being
able to represent the Florida Strawberry
Festival and make every single person who
walks into those festival gates feel seen and

cared for. God has been with me through-
out this entire journey, and I pray He will
continue to shine through me. Thank you
so much, everyone, for the unwavering
support — I couldn't be more excited for
BerryFest26!"

Layla Rothman is the daughter of Mark
and Rebecca Rothman and a senior at
Plant City High School. Among her awards
and accolades, she is dual enrolled at Hills-
borough Community College, ranked in the
top 7 percent of her class and is a member
of the National Honor Society.

The Florida Strawberry Festival Queen's
Scholarship Pageant is sponsored by the
Plant City Lions Club. The competition in-
cludes five components: a personal inter-
view, on-stage speaking, casual wear, eve-
nhing wear and an impromptu question.

"The Queen's Pageant remains one of the
most meaningful traditions of the Florida
Strawberry Festival, and this year's con-
testants set a remarkable standard,” said
Florida Strawberry Festival President Kyle
Robinson. “"Each young lady displayed im-

TcH | IMAGING
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TGH Imaging provides
screening and diagnostic
expertise in a wide

range of technologically
advanced imaging
services to get you the
answers you've been
looking for. We offer
convenient locations near
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and Sun City Center.
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Layla Rothman was crowned queen of the 91st Annual Florida Strawberry Festival
Queen’s Scholarship Pageant. She is joined by First Maid Marley Mueller and court
members Cadence Cape, Addison Griffin, and Addison Pope.

pressive talent, confidence and poise, mak-
ing the selection process especially diffi-
cult. We are honored to welcome our new
queen and court and are confident these
five young ladies will represent the festival
with pride and professionalism throughout
their year of service.”

Throughout the year, the queen and her
court will make more than 80 appearances,
representing the Florida Strawberry Festi-
val and the Plant City community at vari-
ous local and regional events. The festival
serves as their home base, where they will
meet visitors and participate in a variety
of activities during the 11-day celebration.

The 91st annual Florida Strawberry Fes-
tival will take place from Thursday, Febru-
ary 26, through Sunday, March 8, in Plant
City. Festival hours are 10 a.m.-11 p.m. dai-
ly and will feature a wide variety of enter-
tainment, exhibits, food, livestock shows,
rides, games and competitions. Headline
entertainment on the Wish Farms Sound-
stage includes Alabama, Jo Dee Messina,
Jamey Johnson, Lonestar, Ty Myers, Riley

Staff Report

-FPl:lrLlar} 26 - March 8, 20{5
Plant City, Florida

=

Green featuring Hannah McFarland, The
Oak Ridge Boys, Legends of Love, Sandi
Patty, Lauren Daigle, Forrest Frank, The
Offspring, Joan Jett & The Blackhearts
and more.

"We are also incredibly grateful to the
Plant City Lions Club for their hard work
and dedication,” Robinson added. “Their
organization plays a vital role in creating
an event that is exceptional year after
year, and their commitment to this tradi-
tion does not go unnoticed.”

About the Florida Strawberry Festival

The Florida Strawberry Festival is a
time-honored tradition in Eastern Hills-
borough County celebrating the strawber-
ry harvest with agricultural showcases,
live entertainment, and community festiv-
ities. Each year, the festival attracts more
than 650,000 visitors to Plant City for 11
days of fun, food and entertainment.

For more information, visit https://fl-
strawberryfestival.com/ and follow the
Festival on Facebook, Instagram, X, Tik-
Tok and YouTube (#BerryFest26).
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Theresa Turner, CPA

Certified Public Accountant With Master’s Degree in Taxation

TAX SEASON IS HERE!

There were several tax law changes this year and
we are here to assist you.
Let us relieve the stress that accompanies
tax preparation and filing.
Schedule a no cost consultation now!
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Riverview

Tax Happens has moved
10031 Water Works Lane,
in the Boardwalk Oﬂice Park
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THREE LOCAL EDUCATORS HONORED
AT 2026 EDUCATION AWARDS

Staff Report

Adrian Sarmiento JEﬁHIfBV Giannone Che Counce
Morgan High Newsome High Symmes Elementary

Hillsborough County educators were
honored on a recent Thursday night as
part of the 2026 Excellence in Education
Awards, a signature celebration recog-
nizing the individuals who represent the
very best of public education across the
district.

Presented by Hillsborough Education
Foundation (HEF) in partnership with
Hillsborough County Public Schools, the
annual awards ceremony took place on
January 22 at Morsani Hall at the Straz
Center for the Performing Arts. This
year's theme, 'Hillsborough's Treasures,’
highlighted educators and support staff
whose dedication, leadership and com-
mitment continue to shape student suc-
cess.

Among the honorees were three lo-
cal finalists for the Ida S. Baker Diver-
sity Educator of the Year Award: Che
Counce, an Access Points teacher at
Symmes Elementary School; Adrian
Sarmiento, workforce program advisor
at Morgan High School; and Jennifer
Giannone, an AVID academic teacher at
Newsome High School. Each was recog-
nized onstage for outstanding efforts to
foster inclusion, equity and opportunity
for students across Hillsborough County.

The three educators were selected
from a highly competitive pool of 690
nominations submitted by students,
families, colleagues and community
members. In total, 13 finalists were hon-
ored during the evening across three
categories: Instructional Support Em-
ployee of the Year, Ida S. Baker Diversi-
ty Educator of the Year and Teacher of
the Year.

“This year's finalists represent the
true treasures of Hillsborough County's
public schools,” said Anna Corman, pres-
ident and CEO of Hillsborough Education
Foundation. "Their commitment to stu-
dents, colleagues and families creates
a lasting impact well beyond the class-
room, and we are proud to recognize the
difference they make every day.”

The Excellence in Education Awards
serve as one of the district's most visible
celebrations of public education, shining
a spotlight on the educators and staff
members whose work helps students
thrive academically, socially and emo-
tionally.

For more information about Hills-
borough Education Foundation and its
programs, visit the website directly at
https://educationfoundation.com/.

Available Fridays Only
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HENRY B. PLANT MUSEUM OFFERS FREE
GUIDED ART TOURS FOCUSING ON THE
MUSEUM'S GILDED AGE ARTWORKS

Since 1933, the Tam-

By Libby Hopkins

The following year,

pa Bay Hotel has been
home to the Henry B.
Plant Museum and The
University of Tampa. = |
The building, renamed | !
Plant Hall, was declared =
a National  Historic
Landmark in recognition
of its role as a military
headquarters during the
Spanish-American War.
The Henry B. Plant Mu- | 38
seum holds the distinc- - &%
tion of accreditation by
the American Alliance
of Museums. o

The museum’s mission is to interpret the
Tampa Bay Hotel and the experiences of the
diverse individuals who contributed to its
success. The museum awakens thought and
transports visitors to another era through
exhibits and innovative programs. Original
furnishings and artifacts and a dynamic
self-guided audio tour immerse visitors in
the opulence of a Gilded Age seasonal resort
hotel.

"There is a wide range of Gilded Age art-
works on view, spanning paintings, sculpture
and furniture,” said the museum’'s member-
ship and museum relations manager, Jill
D'Anna. "Many of the works reflect the
craftsmanship, materials and artistic trends
of the period, offering visitors a glimpse into
the art that defined the era.”

Opened by railroad and shipping magnate
Henry B. Plant, the Tampa Bay Hotel faced
an uncertain future following his death
in 1899. The City of Tampa purchased the
property in 1905, and it continued to oper-
ate as a hotel until 1932.

' nemeals

(813] 515-3484 | WWW.TACODIRTY.COM

' GUIDED

the city established
the Tampa Municipal
Museum in the south
wing of the first floor
to preserve the legacy
of the Tampa Bay Ho-
~ tel. The remainder of
(" the building, as well as
the property, became
\'~ " home to The Universi-
I ty of Tampa.
~~  The museum houses
/ 7 original hotel furnish-
¢ ings and art objects
|~ from Europe and Asia
~ ., collected by Henry
and Margaret Plant. In 1974, the Tampa Mu-
nicipal Museum became the Henry B. Plant
Museum, commemorating Henry Plant's
contribution to the development of the Ci-
gar City and the creation of Florida's tourist
economy.

"The museum now offers guided art tours
every Saturday at 11 a.m. and are complete-
ly free with paid museum admission,” D'An-
na said. "During the tour, guests can expect
to see a diverse selection of works from our
collection, including traditional paintings
and sculpture, as well as furniture and deco-
rative objects.”

D'Anna hopes the tours help spread
awareness about the importance of conser-
vation and restoration while also showcas-
ing the diversity of objects within the muse-
um’s collection.

For more about Henry B. Plant Museum,
visit the website at www.plantmuseum.com
or call 813-254-1891. The museum is locat-
ed at 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. in downtown
Tampa.

Now Offering!

ART
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UNDERDOGS EMERGE AS MONSTER JAM

WORSHIP PASTOR SWIMS FROM 37
YARDS TO AMAZON'S NO. 1 SPOT

Pastor Jason Millsaps, gg
worship pastor at Bell k3
Shoals Church, is drawing
attention beyond the altar
this month after his debut
memoir, From 37 Yards to
Kona, climbed to No. 1 on
Amazon in triathlon book
categories.

The book was released [§z
on January 6 and reached f§
No. 1 in both triathlon |
books and Kindle triathlon.
Pastor Millsaps said it also
ranked among the top new
releases in multiple sports
training categories and
has earned dozens of five-
star reviews. The memoir
includes  endorsements
from Mike Reilly, known
as the 'Voice of IRON-
MAN'’; James Lawrence, also
known as the 'Iron Cowboy’;
and professional triathlete
Meredith Kessler.

A Valrico resident since
2014, Pastor Millsaps said
the book follows his jour-
ney from 2012, when he
could not swim more than
37 yards without stopping,
to competing at the IRON-

Pastor Jason Millsaps, worship pastor at Bell
Shoals Church, recently released his debut memoir,
From 37 Yards to Kona.

37 YARDS

© KONA

yards in some-
thing, some-
thing that just
§ seems  impos-
sible,” Pastor
Millsaps  said.
'In  ministry
g2 and life, God
doesn't al-
ways remove
4 obstacles. He
simply shows
us what is pos-
¥ sible when you
i refuse to quit.”
Pastor Mill-
| saps said the
process  was
built on con-
sistent effort
and  showing
up even on
difficult days. After
more than a year of
training, he complet-
ed his first full-dis-
tance IRONMAN at
IRONMAN Arizona
in November 2013.
Since then, he has
finished 16 full-dis-

FROM

wm>

by

tance IRONMAN
S races.
( | Pastor  Millsaps

MAN World Championships
in Kona, Hawaii, in 2024 and
Nice, France, in 2025. He pur-
sued the goal while continuing his ministry
work, supporting his family and recovering
from two back surgeries.

Pastor Millsaps said the turning point
came when he recognized how far his
health had slipped and decided it was time
to change.

“T feel like every one of us has our 37

JASON MILLSAPS

FOREWORD BY LANCE WITT

has also expand-
ed into coaching.
He is a certified USA Triathlon coach and
launched 121 Tri Coaching, a name inspired
by Hebrews 12:1 and its message to “run
with perseverance the race marked out for
us.”

Readers can search for From 37 Yards to
Kona: How the Worst Swim of My Life Led

to Triathlon's Biggest Stage on Amazon.

By Olivia Clark
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SEASON HEATS UP FOR TAMPA FINALS

Familiar stars are
once again pacing the |
field on the road to &8
Monster Jam World P&
Finals XXV. Drivers |
like Ryan Anderson,
Camden Murphy and
Jon Zimmer Jr. sit
comfortably atop the B
early leaderboards, |
but as engines roar
and points tighten,
a new wave of chal-
lengers is quickly F&=
proving they belong
in the championship E=2
conversation.

Among the most
impressive risers is
Tim Hall Jr., driver of
Jurassic Attack. Known as 'The Cadillac
Kid," Hall Jr. is only in his second full sea-
son, yet he's already turning heads. Last
weekend in Tacoma, Washington, he cap-
tured two overall event championships,
pushing himself into third place in the
Arena Championship Series West stand-
ings. Team Throttle Monster appears to
have found a fierce competitor with stay-
ing power.

In the Stadium Championship Series
East, Chris Koehler and Mayhem delivered
consistent excellence. The second-gener-
ation driver earned a freestyle win in his
first career start in St. Louis and currently
sits third in points. After claiming Rookie
of the Year honors, Koehler is building mo-
mentum that could propel him back to the
main field at World Finals.

Another fan favorite on the rise is M.J.
Solorio behind the wheel of El Toro Loco.
Solorio's breakout moment came last year
in Salt Lake City, where he went from
alternate to podium finisher in the Two-

yMOND JA
pe FEB 28 -

TIGHETS ON smmw

Staff Report

wheel Skills Chal-
lenge. Now in his
third season, he’s
second in Arena
Championship Se-
ries East points
and is fresh off
a freestyle win
and overall event
championship in
Baltimore.

Dalton Widner
is also making
& noise in 2026 with
a new look. Pilot-
ing Shell Shock'ed
in Stadium Cham-
pionship  Series
West, Widner has

= carried over the
speed and consistency that made 2025 a
banner year. Currently fourth in the stand-
ings, the Tennessee native continues to
climb.

Rounding out the list is veteran Tony
Ochs in JCB DIGatron. While no stranger
to success, Ochs has stormed the Freestyle
Mania Championship Series alongside
teammate T.J. Tiffany, putting Team JCB
in the top spot. An event win in Nashville
shows Ochs hasn't missed a beat in his
new ride.

As anticipation builds for the 2026
Monster Jam season, all eyes will soon
turn to Tampa Bay. Monster Jam World
Finals XXV roar into Raymond James
Stadium on Saturday and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28 and March 1, bringing racing,
freestyle, skills challenges and fan-favor-
ite trucks, like Grave Digger and El Toro
Loco. With rising stars and seasoned
champions converging, the path to Mon-
ster Jam glory is shaping up to be one of
the most exciting yet.

Mﬂﬂ 1

Great Golf! Family Friendly! Welconung Atmosphere!

offers championship golf, newly renovated fithess center,

oreat diming, year-round Adult & Junor programming]
TEXT/CALL to schedule a tour or a tee ime!

(813) 6931531 OR
email mmartin @nverhillscountryclub.com
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FEBRUARY IS HEART MONTH, BLOOD
PRESSURE MONITORING IS IMPORTANT

Vriscilla Alexander, of St. Joseph's Hospital-South’s facilities team,
checks her blood pressure in the wellness station in the hospital’s
main lobby. The wellness station there is used by visitors, hospital
team members and medical staff and others for free, quick health self-
checks, including blood pressure. Wellness stations like this one are
also located in Publix Super Markets.

February is Heart Month, raising
awareness about cardiovascular disease
prevention. Heart disease can take on
many forms and often has subtle symp-
toms, including chest pressure or discom-
fort, sluggishness, lightheadedness, sud-
den dizziness and fatigue.

It's important not to ignore these sub-
tle signs and symptoms. If you are expe-
riencing pressure, heaviness or pain in the
chest, the arm, below the breastbone or
in combination with sweating, nausea,
extreme shortness of breath or irreqular
heartbeats, you may be having a heart at-
tack. Call 911 immediately.

St. Joseph's Hospital-South in River-
view recommends that you regularly
monitor your blood pressure. With sup-
port from your health care team, you
can lower your risk for heart disease and
stroke. You can check your blood pres-
sure at the doctor’s office, other medical

Staff Report

locations, at home with
a blood pressure moni-
toring device or for free
at one of the wellness
stations located in local
Publix Super Markets.

The wellness stations
conveniently  provide
you with free, interac-
tive screenings giving
you personal health
stats of blood pressure,
body weight and body
mass index.

Learn more about
St.  Joseph's  Hospi-
tal-South's heart and
vascular services at
https://stjosephssouth-
heart.org.

St. Joseph's Hospi-
tal-South, part of the
BayCare Health System, opened in Feb-
ruary 2015 to bring high-quality health
care services to Southern Hillshorough
County and Northern Manatee County
in an environment designed to help pa-
tients heal. St. Joseph's Hospital-South
features all-private suites and offers
emergency care, an ICU, surgical ser-
vices, imaging, oncology, cardiac cath-
eterization, heart and vascular services,
orthopedics, obstetrics, a neonatal in-
tensive care unit (NICU), pediatrics and
more in a peaceful, relaxing and fami-
ly-centered environment. The all-digital,
state-of-the-art facility is specially de-
signed to make visitors as comfortable
as possible during their hospital expe-
rience. The 223-bed hospital is located
south of Tampa at 6901 Simmons Loop
in Riverview. For more information, visit
https://baycare.org/sjhs.
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COLLEGE BOARD APPROVES
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
WITH TAMPA BAY RAYS

The  Hillshor- ‘ '
ough College |
District Board of
Trustees  voted
unanimously this
week to approve |/
a  Memorandum
of Understanding =7+
(MOU) with the |
Tampa Bay Rays, | ¢
allowing the col-
lege to explore a

Standing at the podium is Dr. Ken Atwater, college pres-
ident. Behind him on the left is Greg Celestan, chairman

redevelop- of the Hillsborough College District Board of Trustees. On
Atwater’s right is Ken Babby, Tampa Bay Rays CEO.

potential  part-
nership tied to
the

ment of a new
ballpark on a portion of its Dale Mabry cam-
pus.

Board Chairman Greg Celestan said the
vote reflects a shared vision for long-term
community impact that extends beyond pro-
fessional sports.

"This is about so much more than a ball-
park,” Celestan said. "It's about economic
development, opportunity for our students
and creating something meaningful that
benefits Tampa Bay for generations. Wel-
coming the Rays home to this site while
creating a live, work, play and learn district
is an extraordinary opportunity, and we're
ready to help get this project in motion.”

Under the agreement, Hillshorough Col-
lege would continue operating on the Dale
Mabry campus throughout any planning or
construction phases. Instruction and stu-
dent services would remain uninterrupted,
with temporary on-campus facilities utilized
as needed to ensure academic continuity.
Long-term plans call for the development
of new academic buildings and the reconfig-
uration of existing spaces to integrate into

Staff Report

a shared, mixed-
use campus envi-
ronment.

Hillsborough
College  Presi-
dent Dr. Ken At-
water described
the proposal as a
transformational
opportunity cen-
tered on enhanc-
ing the student
experience.

"A project of
this scale and vi-
sion creates new
pathways for learning, workforce devel-
opment, internships and career-connected
education,” Atwater said. "By reimagining
the Dale Mabry campus within a dynamic,
mixed-use district, we are strengthening our
role as an economic and civic anchor while
expanding opportunity for our students, fac-
ulty and staff.”

College officials emphasized that the
MOU does not obligate Hillsborough Col-
lege to move forward with the project. The
agreement allows the institution to explore
feasibility and collaboration while preserv-
ing the board's authority to terminate the
MOU at any time.

Hillsborough College serves more than
46,000 students annually across five cam-
puses throughout Tampa Bay, offering asso-
ciate and baccalaureate degrees as well as
certificates and diplomas at approved levels.
The college is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges (SACSCOC).

For more information about Hillsborough
College, visit www.hcfl.edu.
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DAMON C. GLISSON, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Probate and Estate Planning
Home Visits « Wills «

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572
www.Glissonl.com

(813) 645-6796

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not
be based solely on advertisement. Before you decide, ask us to
send you FREE written information about our qualifications
and experience.

Medicaid Planning

\ PRESERVATION

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

MING &

Let us help take the burden
of retirement and estate

planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. WC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

e FREE CONSULTATION!

WIGS & BLENDS

active men & women

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
* NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e |argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

BRANDON
813-651-9484

56336-1

TAMPA
813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

5_.

7Y o5
COOKIES

“A Delicious Way to Show You Care”

Call
(813)651-0045

Text
(813)748-7041

We Ship Nationwide!

www.LeAnnesCookies.com




February 2026

STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE ADDS VICTIM
ADVOCATE TO PLANT CITY COURTHOUSE

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

For someone who has
just  been victimized,
walking into a court-
house can feel intimidat-
ing and lonely. It doesn't
have to. Justice works
best when victims know
they are supported every
step of the way.

That is why I am proud
to share some important
news for our East Hills-
borough community. The

state attorney's office is e
State Attorney Suzy Lopez.

expanding our Victim As-

downtown Tampa office.
That means victims re-
ceive the same level of
care and expertise no
matter where their case
is heard. These advo-
cates do far more than
explain court dates and
paperwork. They help
families understand what
to expect and connect
them with resources like
counseling, shelters or
clothing. Sometimes, sur-
vivors are just looking for

sistance AT someone
pro- 4 SO\ Susan S. Lopez to listen.
o the B # Office of the State Attorney victim
Pl t o\ y 3 o g g d -
City 13th Judicial Circuit cates
Court- are some

house effective
immediately.
Beginning now,
a trained victim |1
advocate  will
be on-site ev-
ery Friday from
8 am-4 pm.
to help victims
and their fami- 58
lies navigate the
court process
and access the
support they need.

This is more than a new office location. It
is about meeting people where they are. By
placing an advocate right inside the Plant
City Courthouse, we are making sure help is
closer and available when it is needed most.

The advocates serving Plant City are part
of the same experienced team based in our

of the most
dedicated and
compassion-
ate  people
on our team.
They remind
victims  that
they are not
B alone in this

B process. We
couldnt do
our work as
prosecutors
without them.

If you or someone you know is a vic-
tim living in the east part of our county,
you're invited to meet us at the Plant City
courthouse. Call 813-574-6391 or visit
https://hillshoroughsao.gov/victimtool-
kit/ to learn more about the services our
advocates provide.

Buying or Selling!
We've Got You
Covered!

TRANSPORTATION
TEAM MEMBER

A SAFETY EXPERT
GUIDING STUDENTS

TO SUCCESS

: ¢ Hillsborough County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

TRANSPORTATION JOB FAIR
Friday, February 27 |1 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

South County Transportation Complex
5275 N. US Hwy 41
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

WHY WORK WITH US?

Full benefits
Great incentives
Paid training
Paid leave & sick time
School calendar vacation schedule

JOIN OUR TEAM

HillsboroughSchools.org/Drive

Interest Rates
Available
Credit Repair
— We're Ready
to Help!

CHRISTINA ADAMS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Christinaadams.remax.com
SuburbanTampaBay.com

CALL TODAY
FOR A

QUOTE!

727-362-6890

e
ALEX PERRY
MORTGAGE LENDER

YourTampaBayLender.com
NMLS LICENSE #2611 | NMLS LICENSE #177874
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Gala, Women’s
Club Fundraiser,
Genealogical
Society & More...

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Support A Kid’s Place’s

Fostering Hope Gala

This Valentine’s Day, skip
the ordinary and be part of
something truly special by
supporting the children of A
Kid's Place. The Vinoy Resort
& Golf Club in St. Petershurg
will provide an elegant backdrop where
guests can look forward to an inspiring eve-
ning program featuring speakers with heart-
warming stories, those whose lives have
been touched by A Kid's Place. There will be
live and silent auctions, delicious food and
cocktails as well as dancing and other activi-
ties to enjoy. Your presence helps ensure that
every child at A Kid's Place receives the love,
care and stability that they deserve. Cele-
brate love in action and reserve your seats
today at https://bit.ly/AKP2026Gala.

Apollo Beach Woman’s Club
Fundraiser and Scholarship Ap-
plication

Save the Date! The next big Apollo Beach
Woman's Club event, Music of the Motown
Era, will groove into Southshore Falls Club-
house on March 28, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.
Proceeds will once again benefit scholar-
ships.

Scholarship Applications for 2026 are
now open. Visit https://www.apollobeach-
womansclub.com for details. Applicants

Riverview

must meet ABWC criteria, attend East Bay
or Lennard High School, be accepted at a
Florida college or university, and demon-
strate financial need. To find out more about
the Apollo Beach Woman's Club, visit its
website at http://www.apollobeachwoman-
sclub.com/index.html.

Genealogical Society Meeting

The South Bay Genealogical Society meet-
ing will be on February 17 at the South Hill-
shorough Elks Lodge No. 2672, located at

Prescented By:

1630 S. US. 41 in Ruskin. Beginning at 10:30
a.m, there is an optional roundtable discus-
sion, followed by a sit-down luncheon at 12
Noon. Following the luncheon at 1 p.m,, the
guest speaker will be Lori Coffey. Coffey's
presentation is ‘Three Fer!" Coffey will pres-
ent three 20-minute programs: Ancestry
Fixes, Revolution in the South and Tech Tips
for Genealogy. The cost is $18 per person
for the luncheon and presentation. For res-
ervations and meal choices, call Vicki at 360-
608-1647.

Art Expo To Raise Funds For Schol-
arships

The Women's Democratic Club is holding
an Art Expo Fundraiser on February 22, at
Painter's Union Hall located at 8840 US 301,
in Riverview, in honor of a past member, San-
dra Morehouse an artist herself. It invites
you to attend this event, the money raised
will support the club's scholarship fund. This
one day event will showcase the talent of
several artists in our community. There will
be light appetizers, drinks and raffles. Cost

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code tolearn
more & register

JL. HCA Florida
1!' Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

UPCOMING CLASSES

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, Feb 14 | Saturday, February 28

Tuesday, Feb 10 | Monday, Feb 23

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

Breastfeeding 101
Monday, March 2

Maternity Tour
Sunday, Feb 15
Infant Massage

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, Feb 19

health and wellness.
844.630.5295

is $20.00 at the event or go to the web-
site https://sehillsboroughdwec.org For more
information email sedwcinfo@gmail.com or
call (813)967-1457.

Learn To Play Bridge
The Duplicate Bridge Association of Sun

Volume 24 Issue 2

Church of Sun City Center at 1971 Haverford
Ave. in Sun City Center.

Lions Club Music Bingo Fundraiser

Join the Fishhawk Lions Club for a fun
and exciting evening of music bingo at
Bullfrog Creek Brewing Co. on Thursday,

City Center is proud February 26,
to announce that e\ Y1 o at 7 p.m. One
Kathy Smith, a Life 4 hundred per-
Master bridge play- m k m cent of the
er and an American proceeds go
Contract  Bridge to  support-
League_ (AQBL) HMERICHH COHTRACT ing the Elsh-
game director, is of- hawk Lions

fering a series of classes of duplicate bridge
for beginners, dubbed Easybridge. Classes
are scheduled for Thursday, January 29,
from 1-4 p.m. for 15 consecutive weeks in the
Horizon Room in the Atrium Building, locat-
ed at 947 N. Course Lane in Sun City Center.
The first four weeks are complementary. The
remaining classes are $4 for Sun City Center
residents and $5 for non-SCC applicants. The
classes are structured for a supportive and
friendly environment. Sample dealer hands
will be available to apply lessons learned.

Registration is taken at kathjosmith@
gmail.com.

Center 4Life Learning Opportunity

Join the Center 4Life Learning for an en-
gaging session with Tom Barrett, a retired
high-altitude reconnaissance pilot renowned
for flying some of the U.S. Air Force's most
clandestine photographic missions. Come
and listen to Barrett's captivating accounts
on Wednesday, February 25, from 1-2:30
p.m. Prepare to be transported back to a
pivotal era in history as Barrett shares sto-
ries of adventure and intrigue from the skies.
This is a unique opportunity to gain insights
from someone who experienced these events
firsthand. Visit www.lovethelight.org/4life-
learning for more information or to register
online. The Center 4Life Learning office is lo-
cated on the campus of the United Methodist

Club's community service projects. Since
2020, the Fishhawk Lions Club has as-
sisted local schools, churches, food banks,
shelters and nursing homes by provid-
ing vision screening, charity work and
aid. Bullfrog Creek Brewing Co. is locat-
ed at 3632 Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valri-
co. Visit www.fishhawklionsclub.com for
more details.

Homeschool Day At Cracker

Country

What do commercial fishing, tourism,
cattle ranching and citrus farming have
in common? They are all pioneering Flor-
ida industries that were shaped by the
natural resources of the Sunshine State.
The homeschool day at Cracker Country
on Wednesday, March 18, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. will allow students to take part in
activities like sorting oranges, packing
for a cattle drive, casting a fishnet and
more that highlight some of the earliest
economic drivers in the developing state
of Florida. Educators in historic dress will
welcome guests to the 1894 Smith House,
Okahumpka Railroad Depot, Terry General
Store, school house and other structures
authentic to Florida around the turn of
the 20th century.

Advanced ticket purchase is required;
visit www.crackercountry.org.

LOCATED INSIDE TOWER C @
HCA FLORIDA BRANDON HOSPITAL

PROCEEDS BENEFIT FAMILIES IN OUR
COMMUNITY EXPERIENCING CANCER OR
OTHER CATASTROPHIC EVENTS

Angel N7

FOUNDATION FL

Angel Hearts Lifting Up Families in Crisis

2 EXCITING EVENTS COMING:
4TH Annual Sporting Clays Classic | February 21
Ladies Spring Tea | April 23™

Register at: AngelFoundationFL.com

VISIT THE ANGEL GIFT SHOP FOR
VALENTINE GIFT GIVING NEEDS!

Open Tuesday through Sunday
1:00am - 2:30pm
Friday 7:00am - 8:30pm
9992 US 301 S, Riverview

(813)252-8526

NOW OPEN!
Fish Fry
Fridays

All You Gan Eat
for $14.99

$9 OFF $25

Must present Coupon.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Expires 3/7/2026
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NEW YEAR, NEW GOALS...

SMNL ZLSEINSIVE T ESAL Team dau Cin Chunt On.
THE

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

Sy,

11724 WROUGHT PINE LOOP
4BR/2.5BA/3CAR + LOFT + OFFICE
+ POOL & OUTDOOR KITCHEN
$699,000

4739 WHITE SANDERLING
2BR/2.5BA/1CAR + WATERVIEW
$239,000

10434 SCENIC HOLLOW DR
3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + FENCED YARD
$400,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Signature Realty ssaciates

Top Producer
2002-2025

505 S BAY BLVD
5BR/5BA/2CAR + POOL + DOCK
+ WATERFRONT

$3,195,000

15303 VALENCIA DEL SOL ST
3BR/3.5BA/3CAR + BONUS
+ FLORIDA ROOM
$789,000

10720 CHESHAM HILL CT

2BR/2.5BA + DEN
+ ASSIGNED PARKING
$225,000

Direct: 813-924-8677
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com

1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT

A

\

\\ A

10904 HACKNEY DR

5BR/2BA/3CAR CARPORT + FLORIDA
ROOM + 6.13 ACRES + POND

$985,000

~ 6416 LAKE SUNRISE DR

3BR/2BA/2CAR + WATERFRONT

ORI

P
i e

+ DOCK
$575,000

gi
11474

CAPTIVA KAY DR

2BR/2BA/2CAR + POND VIEWS

$260,000

......
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NOW LERSING

ELEVATE LIVING, SIMPLIFY LIFE.

It's your time to enjoy more. Downsize
without compromise in a thoughtfully
designed community of high-end, easy-
to-maintain apartments-where comfort, &
convenience, and an active lifestyle come &
together for adults 55 and better.

APARTMENT FEATURES

v~ 1 Bedroom or 2 Bedrooms
v~ Quartz countertops
v~ Full-size in-home washer and dryer . . A
v~ Spacious kitchens - e
v~ Includes water and Wifi + 60 channels s7s0 stockporT sT, RIVERVIEW, FL 33578

ON BLOOMINGDALE AVENUE. ACROSS FROM
THE WINTHROP TOWNE CENTRE.

Discover More About The

Clubhouse Amenities & Events

Pool & Fitness Center
Curated Activities
Happy Hours & Themed Events




Sponsored by:

SERVER

Your CommuniTy NEWSPAPER

Say YES To You And Your

Business Summit
The Say YES to You and Your Busi-
ness Summit is a one-day immersive
experience created for entrepre- | &
neurs and high-achieving profession- §
al women who are ready to release
burnout, reclaim clarity and create
harmony between their ambition
and their well-being. Founded by Say
YES to Your Life Coach Pearl Chi-
arenza, the summit focuses on help-
ing women bridge the gap between
professional achievement and per-
sonal fulfillment through mindset coaching,
mental fitness tools and real-life strategies
they can apply immediately. The event will
take place at The Regent, located at 6437
Watson Rd. in Riverview, on Thursday, May
14. For more information, tickets and to see
available sponsorship op-
portunities, visit https://
sayyestoyousummit.com/.

Nothing Bundt {
Cakes Celebrates
With BOGO Give

Away

Nothing Bundt Cakes® has been named
America’s No. 1 Favorite Food Brand for the
second year in a row, according to Tech-
nomic and Nation's Restaurant News — a
back-to-back honor driven entirely by con-
sumer feedback and praise. To celebrate and
thank fans nationwide, the brand is rolling
out a VIP sweepstakes and a limited-time
Buy One Bundtlet, Get One FREE offer. The
three sweepstakes winners will receive a trip

Riverview

d.i il

to Dallas in 2026 f0|; a behind-the-scenes

visit to Nothing Bundt Cakes' headquarters
and Bundt Lab, where they'll spend time
with the brand’s bakers and leadership. In
addition, guests can enjoy a BOGO Bundtlet
promotion from Feb. 16-22 at participat-
ing bakeries. Apply at nothingbundtcakes.
com/americas-favor-
ite-food-brand-sweep-
stakes/.

Hope And Har-
vest Continues

Stefanie Emrith is a FishHawk local
and the founder of Hope & Harvest, a
charcuterie and experiential events busi-
ness proudly serving FishHawk and the
surrounding communities. Over the past
year, Hope & Harvest has successfully
served the community through work-
shops, private celebrations, corporate

offerings in 2026

Section 2

Business Editor,
2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
L 33596
| Email:
yobserver.com
of each month.

her remission from the

W through new part-
nerships, themed
'l events and local
1| venue collabo-
4l rations. Visit its
N website at www. i
hopeandharveste- g
vents.com to find
out more.

Cultivated |
Home Design
Uses Holistic
Approach To Trans-

forming Homes

Cyndi Myers, owner of Cultivated
Home Designs and a new FishHawk res-
ident, is an interior designer and energy
healer who brings the two modalities to-
gether to help people harness the energy
of their home and its surrounding environ-
ment to improve their overall well-being.
A lifelong
aficiona-
do of in-
fterior
design,
Myers
discovered

and-a-
\J half-year
journey

Cyndi Myers, owner of Cultivate
Home Designs, uses a holistic
approach to transforming homes.

gatherings and community pop-ups. As Wwith leukemia the magic of energy heal-
a locally owned and community-rooted ing and how the combination of the two
business, it is continuing to expand its altered her mindset and ultimately led to

disease. Contact Myers
to begin your life-chang-
ing journey to boost
your mind, body and
spirit. You can reach her
at 518-275-8536 or hy
o email at cmyers768@
gmail.com.

DML Proper-
ty Solutions Of-
, fers Residential

And Commercial
Lawn Care And

Landscaping Services

DML Property Solutions offers resi-
dential
and
com-
mercial
lawn
care
and
land-
scap-
i n
ser -
vices,
helping
homeowners, business owners and HOAs
keep their properties clean, beautiful and
well maintained. Along with routine ser-
vices, it offers additional services, includ-
ing sod removal and installation, irrigation
inspections and weed control mulching.
Find out more on its website at https://
dmlproperty.com/.

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LLC

< %
N care seRI

863-602-5217

Artists Appearing on the\ %Mfm Soundstage: Sllll GIOW]HU !

Feb. 26 - Mar. 8,2026
Plant City, FL

§

Jimmy Sturr : . : L
& His Orchestra The Oak Ridge Boys Alabama Jo Dee Messina  Jamey Johnson Lonesta Ty Myers
Thu. Feb. 26, 10:30 Thu. Feb. 26, 3:30 Thu. Feb. 26, 7:30 Fri. Feb. 27, 3:30 Fri. Feb. 27, 7:30 Sat. Feb. 28, 3:30 Sat. Feb. 28, 7:30
FREE $40-$45 $65-670-885 $40-$50 $45-855-875 $35-845 $50-$60-$75

: |§ &

|

Riley Green Gene Watson Legends Of Love Sandi Patty Lauren Daigle John Foster Brantley Gilbert Bill Haley Jr. &he Comets The Bellamy Brothers
featuring Hannah McFarland Mon. Mar. 2,3:30  Brian McKnight, Ginuwine, Ruben Studdard  Tue. Mar. 3, 3:30 Tue. Mar. 3, 7:30 Wed. Mar. 4, 3:30 Wed. Mar. 4, 7:30 Thu. Mar. 5, 10:30 Thu. Mar. 5, 3:30
Sun. Mar. 1,6:30  $110-$120-$135 $30 Mon. Mar. 2,7:30  $40-$45-$80 $30 $70-$75-$85 $25-$35 $50-$85 FREE $30
o E A L Official Health Care Partner
PITBULL ' . ¢ BayCare
I . TODDER Home of OUR
5
oo WY il CSe 0eoo
Dierks Bentley The Marshall Tucker Band Forrest Frank Pitbull Toddler The Offspring Joan Jett & The Blackhearts L Fartan g bt #berryfest26
Thu. Mar. 5, 7:30 Fri. Mar. 6, 3:30 Fri. Mar. 6, 7:30 Sat. Mar. 7, 3:30 Sat. Mar. 7, 7:30 Sun. Mar. 8, 7:30 Concert dates and times are subject to change.
$70-$80-$90 $35-$40 $70-$80-$90 FREE $70-$80-$90 $45-$55-$75 Ad(ditional fees of 10% apply with online purchases.
Visit FLstrawberryfestival.com or call 813-754-1996 and get your tickets for the best seats available!
Check out the Free Entertainment, Special Days & Discounts and full Schedule of Festival Events.
ZOPATIERSON Pyblix z l . @ Kicchen Craft. cireLE (U Rotary o0 s TECO = Mosaic yerizon
l E Wf\ A Club of Plant City TAMPA ELECTRIC ‘-Q’

BEVERAGES FLORIDA

Suncoast Credit Union e Alessi Concessions ® True Frequency Products ® Images Everywhere! ¢ AMSCOT e Astin Farms ® Tampa Bay Times
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association ® Uncommon USA e ALLEGIANCE Crane & Equipment e Krazy Kup ® DIRECTV e The Bank of Tampa e ICEE
Good Health Saunas e Master Spas e Netterfield's Concessions ® Daiwa Massage Chairs e Florida Blue ® AT&T e Stingray Chevrolet ® Candyland Warehouse

Father Time Clocks e Citizens Bank & Trust ® T-Mobile e TRUFFOIRE e Grove Equipment Service ® Solution Source Construction & Development ® Berry Amaz'n
Entenmann’s e BayCare Kids ® Premier Portable Buildings ® Burger 21 e Advantage Restoration & Recovery e Local Ford Dealers e Everglades Equipment Group
SUN ‘'n FUN e General RV Center ® Spectrum e Blackshades Sunglasses & Eyewear e Lazydays RV (powered by Campers Inn RV)
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
TRAINING EMPHASIZES PREVENTION
AND VIGILANCE

Riverview

Volume 24, Issue 2

IKKAPPA DELTA PHI WELCOMES NEW
VALRICO CHAPTER, KAPPA UPSILON

Staff Report

Hillsborough
County

Health Care Services

L

Human trafficking often looks different
than what is portrayed in movies or on
social media, according to advocates from
the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, who re-
cently led a community awareness train-
ing focused on prevention and education.

Stephanie Barona, human trafficking
care coordinator at the Crisis Center of
Tampa Bay, explained that trafficking in-
volves one person exerting control over
another through “force, fraud or coercion”
for the purpose of exploitation. She em-
phasized that this control is not always
obvious and can take many forms.

"Human trafficking is basically when
one person exercises control over another
person,” Barona said. “This person cannot
simply walk away.”

Barona noted that trafficking can in-
volve labor or sexual exploitation but
stressed that community members do
not need to be experts to help prevent it.
Awareness of common warning signs is
often the first step.

Shayla Gonzalez, sexual assault services
and mental health ambassador at the
Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, encouraged
residents to rethink common assumptions
about what trafficking looks like.

“There is no perfect picture of what this
crime looks like,” Gonzalez said. “A lot of
times we think of a white van scenario,
but in actuality, this is something that is
happening within our own city limits.”

By Olivia Clark

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

OMMISSION ON
HUMAN TRAFFICHIN

17/

According to Gonzalez and Barona, po-
tential indicators may include individuals
who appear fearful or unable to speak for
themselves, lack access to personal identi-
fication, have limited control over money
or transportation or are closely monitored
by another person. While these signs do
not always indicate trafficking, advocates
said they are worth noting.

Gonzalez explained that traffickers of-
ten rely on manipulation rather than phys-
ical force.

"They are master manipulators,” she
said, adding that traffickers may take ad-
vantage of trust, emotional connections or
financial dependence to maintain control.

The training emphasized that communi-
ty members should never attempt to in-
tervene directly. Instead, attendees were
encouraged to trust their instincts, docu-
ment their concerns and report suspicious
situations to the appropriate authorities.

"If you feel like something is going on,
it's better to report it,” Barona said. "It's
better to say something and it be nothing
than to say nothing and it be something.”

Both speakers stressed that education
plays a key role in prevention and that
awareness should extend beyond Human
Trafficking Awareness Month.

Residents seeking information, sup-
port or referrals can contact the Crisis
Center of Tampa Bay's 24-hour helpline
by dialing 211.

Members of Kappa Delta Phis newly chartered Kappa Upsilon chapter gather
during their installation ceremony held at the home of Lily Barney, PNP

Kappa Delta Phi Sorority, Inc. has of-
ficially welcomed a new chapter to the
Valrico community with the chartering of
Kappa Upsilon, a social and civic sister-
hood dedicated to service, friendship and
community involvement.

The chartering and installation of of-
ficers for Kappa Upsilon took place on
January 10, 2026, at the home of Lily
Barney, PNP. The celebration continued
with a dinner social hosted at the home
of Terry Montefusco, marking the begin-
ning of the chapter’s presence in the area.

The installation ceremony was con-
ducted by Cindy Broeker, PNP, of the
Counseling Chapter Gamma Alpha Nu
in Huntingburg, Indiana. Nancy Wimble,
Gulf Coast Regional Director, served as
Mistress of Ceremonies for the event.

The newly installed officers of Kappa
Upsilon include:

Amy Carey Lee, Chairman of the Board

Geraldine Clark, President

Katie Lambert, Vice President

Terry Montefusco, Treasurer

Nancy Kelley, Secretary

Claudia Yake, Guard

| Colleen Barney,
a' Monitor
Additional char-
AE ter members in at-
-+ tendance included
L Lily Barney, PNP;
i Flora Temoin; Au-
. rea Vasquez; and
Colleen Wimble.
. Kappa Upsilon
has already begun
. making an impact
“in the communi-
ty. The chapter
kicked off the year
by donating more
than 26 bags and
numerous garment boxes to AMVETS,
supporting local veterans in need.

Looking ahead, the chapter has sched-
uled its first fundraising event to benefit
the community. Music Bingo will be held
on Friday, March 6, at Bullfrog Creek
Brewing Company, located at 3632 Lith-
ia Pinecrest Road in Valrico. Community
members are invited to attend and sup-
port the cause while enjoying an evening
of music and fun.

Kappa Delta Phi currently has two
chapters serving the local area—Kappa
Upsilon and Kappa Kappa—providing op-
portunities for women interested in civ-
ic engagement, community service and
forming lasting friendships.

Women interested in learning more
about Kappa Delta Phi, Kappa Upsilon, or
membership opportunities may contact
Katie Lambert, Vice President, by email
at katiew.lambert@hotmail.com

Congratulations are extended to the
members of Kappa Upsilon as they begin
their journey of service and sisterhood
in Valrico.
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Yes to New
Adventures

No Place Like This Place

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

GAMP WITH US

With over 25 different camp options throughout the
Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing

in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:
Feb. 21, March 21and April 18 | 11lam-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S‘'mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to
explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres
of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and
MORE, it's a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

REGISTER ONLINE -

tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »
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LIVE WITH PEAGE OF MIND

For our brave veterans and
every senior who deserves the
very best! At Freedom Plazq,
located on 140 acres in the heart
of beautiful

Sun City Center, Florida; we
believe in more than just
fetirement -

we believe in living worry-freel!

- Maintenance-Free Living

« A Full Continuum of Healthcare

A Strong Community of Patriots

« Top-Rated in Sun City Center, Florida

HEAY T0 EXPERIENGE THE FREEDOM
YOU DESERVE?

A community of seniors who are
living their best lives. Visit us today
at Freedom Plaza — where your
future is secure and your lifestyle is
full of possibilities!

Peace o€ mind, stails henel

SCHEDULE ATOUR & LEARN
MORE ABOUT LIFE CARE

(813) 634-1824

g 010 American Eagle Blvd,
Sun City Center, FL 33573

@ FreedomPlazaFL.com Fl‘eedOIIl PlaZa




Page 36

WORSHIP PASTOR SWIMS FROM 37
YARDS TO AMAZON'S NO. 1 SPOT

By Olivia Clark

yards in some-
thing, some-
thing that just
§ seems  impos-
sible,” Pastor
Millsaps said.
In  ministry
L= and life, God
doesn't al-
ways remove
4 obstacles. He
simply shows
us what is pos-
=2 sible when you
i refuse to quit.”

Pastor Jason Millsaps, gg
worship pastor at Bell B3
Shoals Church, is drawing
attention beyond the altar
this month after his debut |
memoir, From 37 Yards to
Kona, climbed to No. 1 on
Amazon in triathlon book &g
categories.

The book was released [§
on January 6 and reached [
No. 1 in both triathlon |&
books and Kindle triathlon.
Pastor Millsaps said it also
ranked among the top new

releases in multiple sports Pastor Mill-
training categories and | saps said the
has earned dozens of five- process  was

built on con-
sistent  effort
and showing
up even on
difficult days. After
more than a year of
training, he complet-
ed his first full-dis-
tance IRONMAN at
IRONMAN Arizona
in November 2013.
Since then, he has
finished 16 full-dis-

star reviews. The memoir
includes endorsements
from Mike Reilly, known
as the 'Voice of IRON-
MAN'’; James Lawrence, also
known as the ‘Iron Cowboy’;
and professional triathlete
Meredith Kessler.

A Valrico resident since
2014, Pastor Millsaps said
the book follows his jour-
ney from 2012, when he
could not swim more than

Shoals Church, recently released his debut memoir,
From 37 Yards to Kona.

37 YARDS

L

by

» KONA

37 yards without stopping, tance IRONMAN
to competing at the IRON- oW THE wonsT w0 e ure races.
MAN World Championships JASON MiLLSAPS Pastor  Millsaps

FOREWORD BY LANCE WITT

has also expand-
ed into coaching.
He is a certified USA Triathlon coach and
launched 121 Tri Coaching, a name inspired
by Hebrews 12:1 and its message to “run
with perseverance the race marked out for

"

in Kona, Hawaii, in 2024 and
Nice, France, in 2025. He pur-
sued the goal while continuing his ministry
work, supporting his family and recovering
from two back surgeries.

Pastor Millsaps said the turning point
came when he recognized how far his us
health had slipped and decided it was time
to change.

‘T feel like every one of us has our 37

Readers can search for From 37 Yards to
Kona: How the Worst Swim of My Life Led
to Triathlon's Biggest Stage on Amazon.

0300

BREWING COMPANY

12-10PM WED-MON

813-315-8664

MONDAY

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close

WEDNESDAY

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Live Music Every Friday & Saturday 4
Featuring Local Artists From 6:30PM-Close

CATERING SERVICES

, Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties
Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

(]

WEEKLY FOOD | PRIVATE TEACHER
SPECIALSFROM| EVENTS HAPPY HOUR
OURSCRATCH | NOCOVER | FRIDAYS 3- _;
KITCHEN CHARGE 6PM gy U

3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL
WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM
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KREWE OF CHARLOTTE DE BERRY TEES
UP 7TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Staff Report
The Ye Royal Golfers may
Krewe of Char- register  individ-

lotte de Berry
will host its 7th
Annual  Schol- = &8
arship Golf
Tournament on |
Saturday, Feb. |
28, at Cypress | ¥
Creek Golf &
Club in Ruskin, &
continuing a
long-standing
tradition of
supporting  lo-
cal female students
pursuing higher ed-
ucation.

The all-female
South Shore-based
Krewe has been part
of the Gasparilla
community for 25
years. Through its
annual golf tourna-
ment, the organization has raised more than
$72,000 and awarded 29 scholarships to
outstanding female high school graduates
entering college or technical programs.

This year's tournament will follow a
four-person scramble format with a shot-
gun start at 8 a.m. Check-in begins at 6:30
am,, with lunch and awards to follow play.
Organizers hope to sell out the course with
120 golfers and surpass previous fundrais-
ing totals.

The event will include contests such as
closest to the pin, longest drive, a putting
challenge and a par-three challenge, along
with raffle baskets, a silent auction and a
50/50 drawing. Registration includes green
fees, cart, range balls, lunch and participa-
tion in tournament activities.

2025 scholarship winners with proceeds from last year’s
golftournament.

ually for $165 or
as a foursome for
$575.

Community
members and
businesses  are
also encour-
X aged to support

. | the tournament
.| through sponsor-
ships and dona-
tions. Sponsorship
opportunities in-
clude hole sponsorships, a
bar cart sponsor, premium
sponsor packages and sup-
port of the tournament’s
meet-and-greet breakfast.
Raffle baskets and silent
auction items are also being
accepted.

Sponsorship levels range
from $125 for returning
sponsors to $300 for premium sponsors,
which includes two course signs and a table
spot for added visibility.

Proceeds from the tournament directly
benefit local female students from the South
Shore area as they pursue college degrees or
technical certifications.

In addition to its fundraising efforts, Ye
Royal Krewe of Charlotte de Berry wel-
comes new members annually. The Krewe
year runs from Sept. 1 through Aug. 31, with
meetings held on the second Thursday of
each month at the Egypt Shriners Event Fa-
cility in Tampa.

The tournament will be held at Cypress
Creek Golf Club, located at 1011 Cypress
Village Blvd. in Ruskin. To register, visit
www.kreweofcharlottedeberry.com

Competitors shown are subject to change. £ 2025 Feld Motor Sports, Inc.
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GTE FINANCIAL'S FAMILY MOTOR FEST
DRAWS 8,000 IN RECORD YEAR

GTE  Finan-
cial's nationally
recognized Fam-
ily Motor Fest
returned for its
third and largest
year yet, draw-
ing an estimated
8,000 attend-
ees and show-
casing more
than 2,500
vehicles at The
Motor Enclave
on  November
22, 2025. The event
marked the first
time the popular
festival was hosted
at the motorsports
destination and was
free and open to the
community.

Family Motor Fest
has become one of
GTE Financial's signature community events,
combining a love of cars with a mission to
support education. The festival serves as the
credit union's largest annual fundraiser ben-
efiting the GTE Scholarship Program, which
has awarded more than $1 million to local
students over the past 12 years. The schol-
arship supports students who demonstrate
academic achievement, leadership and a
strong commitment to community involve-
ment.

"Receiving the GTE Financial Scholarship
changed everything for me,” said Lleyton
Dayes, a University of Florida student and
scholarship recipient. "It helped relieve the
financial stress of college and showed me
that my community believes in my potential.
Events like Family Motor Fest make those

y — THE MOTOR =

ENCLAVE

The Motor Enclave Founder/CEO Brad Oleshansky (L) with
Isaac Baker - Finishing Touch Auto Spa

By Brian Bokor

# opportunities pos-
sible for students
like me."

) This year's
B expanded  ven-
ue allowed for
a broader range
of attractions
and experiences.
Guests lined up
throughout  the
day for autocross
thrill rides, where
professional driv-
ers delivered
high-speed precision laps in
performance vehicles. The
Enclave Race Lab Challenge,
a racing simulator compe-
tition, drew enthusiastic
participation as attendees
competed for the fastest
lap. Professional-driven, off-
road thrill rides also gave
visitors a chance to expe-
rience dirt, rocks and steep terrain on The
Motor Enclave’s exclusive off-road course.

"Family Motor Fest continues to be one
of our most exciting traditions,” said Brian
Best, president and CEO of GTE Financial.
"It's a celebration of cars, community and
education.”

Event organizers said the festival's contin-
ued growth reflects both community sup-
port and its expanding educational mission.

While the event was free to attend, the
GTE Scholarship Program is sustained
through the generous support of corporate
sponsorships and private donations. Addi-
tional funding is generated through on-site
vendor partnerships.

For more information, visit the website at,
visit https://themotorenclave.com/.

TESSERA

BRANDON

Independent Living

With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living

“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Gare
.cherishing the past.”

“Living the present..

feels like

Tfjf [r ;f‘!“(fﬁ'f‘?

.l'iJ

f
// ;x;f ’f

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

é @ {;Es;% fé}}r H‘Es}-
aF SF THE &P THE F THE &F WHE
] BEST BEST, BEST BEST

to me

| l

CaII for details and prlcmg!

813-607-6880
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511
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COUNTY OPENS APPLICATIONS FOR
ACTION BOARD SCHOLARSHIPS WITH
UP TO $5,000 FOR ELIGIBLE STUDENTS

Hillsborough
County is now
accepting ap-
plications for
its Community
Action Board
(CAB)  Schol- |
arship, a need-
based program
designed  to
help local stu-
dents continue

S( bO
rf‘()”a r b[l)

ey, 2l

a”l@ .

4,) /)/1(.

Staff Report

allowing stu-
dents to fo-
cus on their
academic
goals rather
than finan-
cial barriers.

As part
of the ap-
plication
process, stu-
dents are re-

n r, iy

their education Mg quired to de-
beyond  high " scribe their
school. academic

The applica- status using

tion window opened on January 12 and
will close on Friday, March 20, or when
capacity is reached, whichever comes
first.

Achieving a higher education is an im-
portant life choice for young people and
their families. The Hillshorough County
Social Services department, in partner-
ship with the Hillsborough County Com-
munity Action Board, is committed to
helping eligible students reach this mile-
stone by offering scholarships of up to
$5,000 funded through the Community
Services Block Grant (CSBG) program.

The number of scholarships and the
amount awarded depend on available
grant funding. Scholarships are award-
ed on a first-come, first-served basis to
eligible applicants who submit complete

the following prompts:

High school/GED applications: Ex-
plain why they should be selected for
the scholarship by discussing academic
strengths and areas for growth, career
goals and any personal or financial cir-
cumstances that may affect their ability
to pursue higher education.

Currently enrolled college  stu-
dents: Describe their most meaning-
ful achievements since entering col-
lege and how the achievements relate
to their field of study and future career
goals. Explain how this scholarship will
support both financial and nonfinancial
needs while pursuing postsecondary ed-
ucation.

Students should review https://form.
jotform.com/252883805886171  and

20206 "Bay Area
'Renalssance

“Festival

YOUR ADVENTURE
BEGINS HERE!

Open Weekends Feb. 14 - Mar. 29

BayAreaRenFest.com
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MIC DROP TAMPA BUILDS CONFIDENCE,
COMMUNITY FOR WOMEN IN BRANDON

Staff Report

Riverview

Volume 24, Issue 2

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES: 2026
NEIGHBORHOODS EXPO BRINGS
COUNTY SERVICES TO RESIDENTS

Tampa'’s Mic Drop Club will host its next speaker session on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bin & Board in Brandon.

A growing women-led speaker series is
bringing confidence, connection and power-
ful storytelling to Brandon this February as
Mic Drop Tampa hosts its next community
event.

Mic Drop Club Tampa will hold a speak-
er session on Tuesday, February 17, from 11
am.-1 p.m. at bin + board, located at 807 W.
Bloomingdale Ave. in Brandon. The event is
open to women interested in public speak-
ing, leadership development and personal
growth, with RSVP required.

Mic Drop is part of a national organization
that creates supportive spaces for women
to practice public speaking, share ideas and
amplify their voices. With the launch of its
Tampa Bay chapter at the end of 2025, the
organization has quickly gained momentum
locally, attracting professionals, creatives
and community leaders from across the re-
gion.

The Tampa chapter is hosted by Caitlin
Gardner, a Brandon-area entrepreneur, pro-
fessional speaker and owner of Blooming
Communications. Gardner brings more than
two decades of corporate experience to the
role and said the mission of Mic Drop reso-
nates deeply with women in Tampa Bay.

“After two decades in corporate America,
I've seen firsthand how many women have

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

incredible stories and expertise but hesitate
to claim the mic,” Gardner said. "The Mic
Drop Club gives us a place to practice, con-
nect and grow the confidence to share those
stories boldly. Tampa is filled with power-
house women who deserve to be heard —
and this community is where that courage
begins.”

Mic Drop Club Tampa is part of Mic Drop
Workshop, a global organization founded
to help women become thought leaders
through public speaking. With chapters in
cities around the world, Mic Drop Club is re-
defining who is seen and heard on stages, in
boardrooms and in leadership roles.

Each Mic Drop Tampa session is designed
to be interactive and supportive. Attendees
participate in speaking prompts, receive
structured feedback and engage in personal
growth exercises that build confidence both
professionally and personally. The events
foster a welcoming environment where
women can practice speaking skills without
judgment and build meaningful connections.

For women seeking confidence, communi-
ty and a place to use their voice boldly, Mic
Drop Tampa offers an opportunity to step
into the spotlight.

For more information, contact Gardner
and visit www.bloomingcomm.com

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)

Ropa Vieja (2 Ibs)

Lechon Asado (2 Ibs)

Bistec Milanesa (4)
Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescatlo a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

Uber

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | WWW. laseptlmacafe com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

Eats mmm GRUBHUB DOORDJ\SH. .

Staff Report
Hillsborough % standing how
County's  neigh- %;ﬁéfq"f"'\m county  ser-
borhoods are as ' ¥ vices support
diverse as the LOVP; Oul" safe, healthy
nearly 15 mil- & and engaged
lion people who Naghbomw“‘s neighbor-
call them home, hoods."
stretching across Throughout

1,266 square
miles from the
rocky shores of
Old Tampa Bay to
the coastal prairie
of the county’s southern edge. On Satur-
day, February 28, residents from every
corner of the county are invited to come
together to celebrate that diversity at
the 2026 annual Neighborhoods Expo.

Hosted by Hillsborough County Neigh-
borhood Relations, the free event will
take place from 9 a.m.-12 Noon at Feed-
ing Tampa Bay's new facility, located at
3624 Causeway Blvd. in Tampa. Doors
open at 9 a.m., with a welcome from the
Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners scheduled for 9:30 a.m.

Now in its 21st year, the Neighbor-
hoods Expo has become a beloved civ-
ic tradition, offering residents a unique
opportunity to connect directly with the
county departments and agencies that
help their communities thrive. This year's
theme, 'Love Our Neighborhoods,’ re-
flects a renewed focus on building strong
relationships between residents and lo-
cal government.

"This event is really about connec-
tion,” said Stephanie Agliano, who di-
rects the county's engagement efforts
with residents. "We want people to feel
comfortable asking questions, learning
what resources are available, and under-

Saturday, Feb. 28
9 a.m. to Noon
Feeding Tampa Bay

2026 Neighborhoods Expo

the morning,
attendees can
meet face-to-
face with rep-
resentatives
from county departments ranging from
public safety and code enforcement to
permitting and neighborhood services.
While the expo is not intended for con-
ducting official business, staff will be on
hand to provide guidance, answer ques-
tions and point residents in the right di-
rection for follow-up assistance.

The event is designed for longtime
neighborhood leaders and first-time at-
tendees alike. Participants can expect
informative  conversations, hands-on
learning and a welcoming atmosphere
— along with a few giveaways to take
home.

Registration is recommended to help
organizers better understand the in-
terests of attendees, but walk-ins are
welcome. County officials encourage
residents to spread the word and bring
neighbors along.

For Hillsborough County, the Neighbor-
hoods Expo is more than an event — it's
a reminder that strong neighborhoods
are built through shared knowledge,
open communication and community
pride. Residents interested in attending
can register online and learn more at

Juin Hillshorough County
for a day of learning and
connection!

Agency,

Magruder

,Inc.

Love doesn’t make the world

go ‘round. Love is what makes

the ride worthwhile.
—Franklin P. Jones

https://hcfl.gov/.

Contact us Today for a FREE Quote!
Email: Stephanie@MagruderAgency.com
Phone: (813)654-3100
655 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon
magruderagency.com

INSURANCE: CAR * HOME ¢ LIFE « BUSINESS

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

MOTORCYCLE ¢ RV * BOAT

FLEXIBLE RENTALS
Daily, Weekly, or Monthly

ALL THE TOOLS YOU NEED

Devices, supplies & products accounts included.

| TRAINING AVAILABLE

Break into the industry with hands-on guidance.

MENTORSHIP & SUPPORT
Grow your skills and your business with

confidence.

LAUNCH YOUR AESTHETICS
EMPIRE HERE

Call or text us at 813-946-6454

WWW.SPAPOPUP.COM

MITED TIME

RAWBERRY

g

 MILKSHAKE

{ Coming
3 February 9th

| “ FACTORY =
fill

HOURS:
SUNDAY - SATURDAY

NOW
m |
12:00 - 10:00 PM OREN!

MILKSHAKEFACTORY.COM/LOCATIONS/SOUTHSHORE

Pl Shatke

=sT FACTORY ™

YOURSELF

to THE SIMPLE JoYSW LIFE

(813) 722-1818
10446 STELUNG DR, RIVERVIEW
(301 - IN THE MISSION BBQ PLAZA)
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LICENSED ACUPUNCTURE PHYSICIAN
OFFERS NATURAL RELIEF BEYOND PAIN

After six years of
practicing  acupunc-
ture in Sarasota, Dr.
Ashley Carlson has
expanded her practice
with the opening of a
new office in Brandon,
bringing her work clos-
er to home.

A licensed acu-
puncture physician
and doctor of oriental
medicine in the state
of Florida, Dr. Carlson
is also certified by the
National Certification
Commission for Acu-
puncture and Oriental
Medicine. Her path to
medicine began at the
University of South Flor-
ida, where she earned a
bachelor's degree in bio-
medical science. While
originally planning a ca-
reer in pharmacy, her own
health challenges shifted
her direction.

'T was getting five to 10 migraines a
month,” Dr. Carlson shared. "I tried pharma-
ceuticals and injections, but I experienced
strange side effects, and nothing really
worked.”

Seeking a more natural approach, acu-
puncture relieved her migraines and gave
her a new calling. Dr. Carlson attended East
West College of Natural Medicine, earning
a bachelor's degree in health science and a
master's degree in oriental medicine. She is
currently completing her doctoral program
with a focus on reproductive health, ortho-
pedics and cancer care.

While pain relief is the most common rea-

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Dr. Ashley Carlson now offers private one-
to-one treatment and consultations in her
Brandon office.

Floating Springs
Acupuncture & Wellness LLC. ) f
required in Western med-

By Denise Sansosti

son patients seek acu-
puncture, Dr. Carlson em-
phasizes that its benefits
extend far beyond that.
"Most people don't
think about acupuncture
for chronic conditions
like insomnia, anxiety
or digestive issues,” she
explained. “"Many peo-
ple are in so much pain
they can't sleep, or their
_| minds just won't shut off.
Acupuncture helps bal-
ance the system so the
body can rest and reset.”
Becoming licensed in
Florida requires four board
certifications and exten-
sive training. "We have to
complete Western medicine
boards, and we also have
the Chinese herbal board,”
Dr. Carlson noted. "We still
go through all of the anat-
omy and physiology classes

icine, plus we study Western and Eastern
nutrition.”

What she values most is seeing real
change in her patients.

"Helping people regain quality of life is the
most rewarding part,” she said. “"Watching
someone recover mobility after a stroke or
improve their speech through acupuncture
is incredible. This medicine is minimally inva-
sive and has virtually no side effects.”

If you have a fear of needles, she also pro-
vides other traditional Chinese medicines,
such as acupressure, cupping, moxibustion,
tui na and Chinese herbs. To schedule an ap-
pointment, visit https://floatingspringsacu.
com/ or call 813-535-0693.
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TROOP 610'S MULCH SALE RETURNS,
HELPING SCOUTS EARN WAY TO CAMP

3 p—

Mulch season
has officially ar-
rived, and Scouts "
BSA Troop 610 is
once again roll-
ing up its sleeves
to support its B
annual  mulch S
fundraiser — an N
effort that helps H5

and support year-round Scouting activi-
ties.

The popular fundraiser, now live, has
become a cornerstone for the Lithia-based
troop, allowing Scouts to earn their way
to camp while providing a convenient ser-
vice for local residents. Each year, commu-
nity members can order mulch and have
it delivered directly to their homes, saving
time, gas and heavy lifting.

Scout mom Caitlin Nguyen, who has
been part of Troop 610 for seven years,
said the fundraiser plays a major role in
making Scouting opportunities accessible
for families.

"The troop usually profits around
$15,000 to $20,000 from this fundrais-
er,” Nguyen said. "Last year, it paid about

Scouts BSA Troop 610 members load and deliver mulch as part of their
annual fundraiser, helping earn funds for summer camp and troop activities.

.:_,_._.;.: m

Staff Report

80 percent of the cost
for our troop to go to
summer camp way up
in North Carolina.”

Mulch deliveries are
scheduled for Satur-
day, March 7, to Apol-
lo Beach, Brandon,
1 Riverview and Valri-
.. co. Deliveries to Lith-
5 ia (ZIP code: 33547)
= will take place on
Saturday, March 14,
weather permitting.

Orders
must be
received
by  Fri-
I day, Feb-
@ ruary 20.
M Res-
idents
Sc a n
place or-
ders on-
line using a credit card by visiting https://
tinyurl.com/troop610mulch.

Those ordering by mail should include
their name, address, phone number, email
address and gate code, if applicable.

Troop leaders said the fundraiser not
only supports Scouting adventures like
summer camp but also teaches Scouts
responsibility, teamwork and the value of
hard work.

For questions or additional information,
contact Mike Nguyen by calling or texting
850-867-6032 or email troop610mulch@
gmail.com.

Community support helps ensure Troop
610 continues providing meaningful out-
door and leadership experiences for local
youth — one bag of mulch at a time.

Tickets - $30/person

d Sponsorship & Table Host
Oppeortunities Available

"-j:l Scan code or visit .
* whafisimpact.com/events!

IMPACT

Saturday, Feb. 28 « 10 am - Noon
Doors Open; 9:30 am

Generations Church
2602 S. Kings Ave. ~ Brandon _),""

d

F 4

All proceeds benefit Impact Program, Inc. and the mission of promoting healthy
living and relationships fo teens, parents, teachers, and other youth leaders




Year In Review — Updates On Our Top Stories From 2025

WEST FLORIDA FLAMES BRANDON
SENDS SIX TEAMS TO NATIONALS
THIS SUMMER

By Emily Harper

WATERSET FLAG FOOTBALL TEAM
WILL PLAY IN THIS SUMMER'S
JUNIOR OLYMPICS

By Lily Belcher

the  team.

An overview shot of the West Florida Flames’ training complex.

The 2010 DPL Girls had a great showing
at the 2025 nationals held in Minnesota.
They finished the event with a record of
two wins, one loss and one tie.

The 2012, 2010 and 2009 GA teams
impressed at the national playoffs with
their quality of play and represented the
club with distinction; the 2010 team ad-
vanced to the final eight, highlighting a
strong overall performance across all age
groups.

The 2008 and 2009 NAL Boys teams
competed at the NAL National Champi-
onships at Tuckahoe Turf Farms in New
Jersey. They faced strong competition and
performed well throughout the event; the
2009 team won two games, lost one and
finished second in their group.

Original Story Printed In July 2025.

Six teams from the West Florida Flames
have qualified for their division's Nation-
als, and they are preparing to represent
the club on the national stage against oth-
er highly competitive programs.

These teams have put in countless hours
and immense effort throughout the sea-
son to qualify, finishing at the top of their
leagues and earning the right to compete
at Nationals.

“T think it shows the strength and depth
we have in the club in regard to the qual-
ity of players, the quality of coaches, and
everyone being on the same page about
what we want to achieve, with the main
focus being the development of both girls
and boys,” said Associate Girls Academy
Director Jamie McGunness.

The six teams representing West Flor-
ida Flames at Nationals are the 2008
National Academy League (NAL) Boys,

2009 Girls Acade-

my (GA), 2010 Girls

Development Play-
® er League (DPL),
2010 GA, and 2012
GA. The teams will
travel to either New
Jersey, California,
or Minnesota in
June to compete.

The 2008 NAL
Boys team, led by
Head Coach Eric Sims, ended their regular
season with a record of 9-2-3. The 2009
NAL Boys team, led by Head Coach John
van der Luit, wrapped up their season
with a 15-4-3 record.

Head Coach Jamie McGunness led the
2009 GA team to a historic, undefeated
regular season, finishing 14-0-3.

The 2010 DPL Girls team, led by Head
Coach Dani Dayan, is heading to Nationals
for the second year in a row, finishing their
season at 11-3-2. "Getting the experience
of going to Nationals again, bonding with
my team even more, and just having fun
overall,” are her goals, said team member
Mia O'Conner Grana.

Head Coach Ashani Fairclough and his
2010 GA team had an incredible season,
achieving a top-ten national ranking in the
GA standings for the second year in a row.
The team finished 14-3-1 in regular season
play.

The 2012 GA team made history by be-
coming the first UL3 GA team from West
Florida Flames to qualify for Nationals.
Led by Head Coach Brenda Van Stralen,
the team finished their season with a re-
cord of 14-2-2.

Founded in 1975, the West Florida
Flames soccer club includes players and
coaches from across the Tampa Bay area.
According to the club's website, its mis-
sion is to "promote the sport of soccer in
the Greater Tampa Bay community with
an emphasis on youth development, while
providing each player positive opportuni-
ties and experiences to play soccer in a
supportive and rewarding environment.”

The teams will continue preparing in the
coming weeks as Nationals approach.

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under
the fictitious name of Riverview Community Health Center located at
10334 White Viburnum Way, in Hillsborough County, in the city of Riverview,
FL 33578 intends to register said name with the Division of Corporations of the
Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida

Dated at Valrico, Florida this 22nd day of January 2026

Changellives’3
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N Sat. 9am-1pm
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D F;shion + Housewares + Vintage + Furni‘tu;::? A U-g-tlgvéy»‘l"l 5.
. Toys + Appliances + Glassware + More! . B,
- i Ruskin, FL 33570
Marthanouse.org 813.645.7874

The Waterset 49ers team of first and second graders will attend the ]umor Olympics
this summer in Houston, Texas.

Jeremy King of Waterset Flag Football
(WFF) said, "Unfortunately the JR Olympics
trip didn't go well for our group.”

However, as of December 28, 2025, its
local kids and league participants took home
four national championships at the 2025
Under the Lights National Tournament
powered by Under Armour. Those winning
teams are the 3rd/4th Grade Boys Bucca-
neers, the 3rd-5th Grade Girls Ravens, the
6th-8th Grade Canes and the 7th/8th Grade
Boys Army.

King stated that Waterset Flag Football's
next season is slated to begin on Friday,
January 23, and will be its largest season to
date.

Original Story Printed In March 2025.

Blaise Williamson, the Waterset 49ers
quarterback, will lead his team to the inau-
gural flag football Junior Olympics game in
Texas.

He is a second grader and an athlete with
the Under the Lights Flag Football League in
Apollo Beach.

His mom, Marya Williamson, said her son
has thrived in the league and the team has
gotten progressively better.

"Nobody anticipated them winning, and
they just kept winning every single game,”
she said.

They qualified for the Junior Olympics in
December 2024, placing second in the first
through second grader age group.

Williamson's husband, Jason, coaches

= ~XBRCC

She said he
helped lead
the team
through  his
i coaching
strategies
» and compas-
sion.

"He just
loves coach-
\lng," Marya

said. "He
loves being
a  positive
M influence in

the kids."

1 The Junior
. Olympics will
be hosted in
. July. Marya
said it's all
the 11 young
¢ athletes talk
| about.

ed,” she said.

She said
that during
the season, the team would lose and become
the underdogs going into the tournament.

"It's not mean, but they'll say, ‘We're go-
ing to get our revenge today,” Marya said.
"They just have that grit about them, and
they don't like to lose.”

She said being the underdog fueled them
to win.

Under the Lights Flag Football is a na-
tional youth league for flag football players
in prekindergarten through eighth grade.

The Waterset 49ers include both rookies
and more seasoned players, like Blaise, who
started playing flag football at the River-
view YMCA in VPK.

Being part of the team allowed Marya's
son and other young athletes to make close
friendships through their shared love of the
sport.

"It's really cool to see the bonds that
they've developed overtime and that's what
is pretty remarkable about them,” William-
son said.

She said, since joining the team, the kids
have grown a lot and learned skills they've
even brought into the other sports they
play.

In preparation for the Junior Olympics
trip to Texas in July, the team has started a
GoFundMe, to help raise money for the trip.
The team is hoping to raise $29,000.

You can follow the team on Instagram
@49ers_flagfoothall.
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HOST

RISE & SHINE WITH TAMPA BAY SUN’S CHRISTINA UNKEL

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Christina Unkel, a nationally
respected sports analyst, attorney, and trailblazer in
women’s athletics, alongside the spirit and momentum
of the Tampa Bay Sun.

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 11, 2026

8:30AM-10:00AM

THE REGENT
6437 WATSON RD. RIVERVIEW

SHOWCASE YOUR

BUSINESS!
VEMDOR TABLES
AVAILABLE

SPONSORED BY:

Reglster Here

Paid for by Dawn Myers for Circuit Judge
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TAMPA BAY PARTNERSHIP RELEASES
FIRST TRI-COUNTY 'HOUSING REPORT
TO ADDRESS AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

Staff Report

Recently, the 80,650 units.
Tampa Bay Partner- TAMPA B AY * Future de-
ship released ‘The PARTNER S HIP mand: By 2035,
Housing  Equation’ the region needs to
report, the region's add approximate-
first comprehensive 2 ooo ly 254,700 new
analysis of housing 5 5 i housing units, an
supply, demand and average of 21,225

affordability across
Hillsborough, Pinel-
las and Pasco coun-
ties.

Made possible gk
with support from =3
JPMorganChase and
backed by indepen-
dent research, this
report delivers data-driven, actlonable
sights that empower investors, businesses,
policymakers, developers, nonprofits and
the public to better understand the tri-coun-
ty housing gap, enabling them to shape
meaningful solutions.

Tampa Bay is projected to add 564,000
residents and 211,000 households by 2035,
a surge that will reshape housing needs. Yet,
recent production hasn't kept pace. The re-
search shows that between 2018-23, the re-
gion added nearly 100,000 households but
built only 82,000 units, fueling rising costs
and widening affordability gaps.

"Housing affordability affects every resi-
dent and employer in our region, making it
one of the most urgent challenges we face
together,” said Bemetra Simmons, president
and CEO of the Tampa Bay Partnership.

Key findings from The Housing Equation
include: * Existing gap: The region does not
have enough homes priced affordably for
households earning 80 percent of the area
median income (about $69,500 for a fam-
ily of four) with an estimated shortage of

)
fias

]

Units needed by 2035

(Spiit single-family homes vs. multi-family homes).

units per year, to

keep pace with pro-

jected growth. That
w includes 10,685 sin-

} B’ gle-family units and

i 10 540 multifamily

* Cost burden'
A third of all
— over 408,000 families —
spend more than 30 percent of income on
housing; 52 percent of renters are cost-bur-
dened, and 24 percent of homeowners.

* Rising rents: Median rent surged 48
percent in five years, while wages rose only
29 percent.

¢ Funding leverage: If addressed, $273M
in gap funding can unlock $663M in addi-
tional funding and create $1B in economic
impact for Tampa Bay.

“The Housing Equation breaks down
what's needed by county, income level and
housing type, then points to proven strate-
gies like zoning updates, creative financing
and advocacy that can drive long-term eco-
nomic growth,” Simmons added. "Now that
we have a clear understanding of how many
units we need, we can create a comprehen-
sive Regional Action Plan to meet that goal.”

Read the full report at www.tampabay.
org/housingequation/.

For more information, please contact: Jes-
sica Vega-Eugene JessicaV(@ConsultVistra.
com, 813.263.0792

Learn more about all of Tobacco Free Florida’s tools and
services at TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.
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Ruski F resh Market

GUAI.ITY PRODUCE AND MORE AT A PRICE YOU WILL I.OVE'

Monday: Closed
Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday:
9:00am-5:00pm
Thursday & Friday: 9:00am-6:30pm
Sunday 11:00am - 6:00pm

(813)751-7757
2619 14th Ave SE, Ruskin, FL 33570

(Big grey & red warehouse located
two doors down from weather station)

DOG DAYCARE - LODGING - TRAINING « SPA SERVICES

meCaba

(,a

50% off 1st 3 Nights For New Lodging Guests :

Local, Family Owned and Operated
Celebrating 17 Years

‘CALL
" TODAY
" FOR PUPPY .

» TRAINING! o

Offering a Safe, Fun, Expert Care
7 Days a Week / 365 Days a Year

9708 Carr Road, Riverview 33569 - (just off Boyette Rd., 1 mile West of Bell Shoals Rd)
(813)672-WOOF (9663) - www.CanineCabana.BIZ

info@caninecabana.biz [} #CanineCabanaFlorida

There's never been a
better time to quit
with Group Quit

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for

their attendance.*

Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents
regardless of insurance status. Upon class

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,
or lozenges.**

Pre-registration required

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

*while supplies last
**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

N0l UST AREA HEALTH

P EDUCATION CENTER
AHEC EEEIY

Florida | (Goraccofree

HEALTH Florida | feom
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PATTICAKES FEATURED AT
GOVERNOR'S LUNCHEON

Riverview

Volume 24, Issue 2

PITCH GROUP MARKS MILESTONE,
REAL ESTATE PROS INVITED

By Logan Walz

PattiCakes  Cus-
tom Cakes LLC has 7,
been selected to
provide desserts |
for this year's Gov-
ernor's  Luncheon, |
held on opening day |
at the Florida State
Fairgrounds. The op-
portunity marks a |F
significant milestone g
for the locally owned
business, which
has grown steadi-
ly through word of
mouth and custom
orders over the past
several years.

Owner Patti Bur-
nett said being cho-
sen for the event was
both exciting and
meaningful.

“T was so honored
to be asked,” Burnett
said. "I think it's

my brand featured for these honored guests
will be priceless for the future growth of my
business.”

The opportunity came after an event co-
ordinator with the Florida State Fair noticed
one of Burnett's previous dessert table dis-
plays. After seeing her work, the coordinator
reached out to ask if Burnett could create
something similar on a much larger scale.

“There was a dessert table display that I
had done for another client, which the event
coordinator for the Florida State Fair hap-
pened to see,” Burnett said. "She asked me
if I could accomplish something like that on
amuch larger scale. I was shocked and hon-
ored by the request, but I know I can rise to

PattiCakes owner Patti Burneltt.

huge opportunity, and the visibility of havmg

the occasion.”

To prepare for the
- high-profile luncheon,
| Burnett said she has been
| carefully planning and or-
ganizing to ensure every-
thing runs smoothly.

T have extra hands on
deck, and I'm doing lots of
strategic preparation and
organizing to make sure
everything is fresh and
ready to go,” she said.

Guests at the Governor's

Luncheon can expect a
large-scale dessert display
featuring a variety of Pat-
tiCakes' specialty items.
“T will be doing a large-
" scale variety dessert table
featuring an assortment
of my specialty desserts,”
Burnett said.

PattiCakes Custom
¢ Cakes began as a small
operation while Burnett
stayed home Wlth her children after leaving
her teaching career. Over time, the business
grew organically through consistent quality
and customer satisfaction.

"When I left teaching to stay home with
my children, my business began as me sim-
ply baking for friends and family,” Burnett
said. "PattiCakes has grown organically over
the last seven to eight years through word
of mouth, one satisfied customer at a time.”

“T hope this accomplishment encourages
readers to keep me in mind for their own
events, no matter how big or small,” she said.

For more information, visit her at address
www.facebook.com/patticakescustom-
cake/, call 352-942-3455 or email directly
patticakescustomcakes@gmail.com.

By Olivia Clark

Real estate professionals gather at Three Bulls Tavern & Brewery on Bell Shoals
Road for weekly Brandon/Valrico Real Estate Pitch Group meetings.

The Brandon/Valrico Real Estate Pitch
Group, a free weekly meetup for real es-
tate professionals, is marking a milestone
year with record attendance and a re-
newed push to grow participation in the
new year.

The group meets every Wednesday
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Three Bulls Tav-
ern & Brewery on Bell Shoals Road and is
open to anyone involved in the home-sell-
ing industry, including realtors, brokers,
builders, roofers, insurance profession-
als, title companies and other real-es-
tate-related businesses. The meetings
are designed to encourage collaboration,
networking and the exchange of timely
market information.

The group recently logged its largest
turnout to date with 54 attendees. Par-
ticipants representing a wide range of
brokerages and service providers attend
to pitch current listings, discuss price
changes, promote open houses, share
buyer wants and needs and highlight re-
cent success stories.

"It's one of the reasons we're here. Six-
teen years we're doing this now. I think

d we have the
#l most  success-
ful pitch group
anywhere,” said
Tim Ryan, an
employee of Fi-
delity National
Financial  and
founder of the
Brandon/Valrico
group.

Along  with
listings and buy-
er needs, pro-
fessionals  use
the meetings to
share real-world
market experiences. One Realtor de-
scribed a property that “went on the
market before the hurricanes last year
and it took 15 months to sell,” eventually
closing on December 29, 2024.

Guest speakers also provide practical
guidance on marketing, pricing and client
relationships. "Be out amongst the peo-
ple, that's what is going to help you do
great in this business,” said Steve Moran,
who spoke at the most recent network-
ing event.

Ryan said the group meets every
Wednesday for the next 48 weeks and
is structured to ensure attendees leave
with useful information.

“We want everyone to come here and
pitch their listings, learn something and
get a piece of information,” he said.

Jim Gaffney and Mike Holmes assist
with coordinating the meetings.

A state-of-the-industry address fo-
cused on the current market is planned
for Wednesday, January 21. For more
information, contact Ryan at tryan@fnf.
com or 813-928-2862.

- CRUISE PLANNERS

e
W YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Tailored Travel, Where Every
TripIs A Treasure!

LET US PLAN YOURS
TODAY!

" EI Matthew Gordon & Marji Beam
CrLuse Planners® Independent

Franchise Owners \____%

Celebrate
In Style!

813.601.9986

sales@fullflowlavishloos.com

S = With a Healthy | | teri ired! "Zm e T e 3
= O ereeesmvarest 1910 OFF: Free

ANY TREATMENT

1
g ¥ I DRYORLIQUID !
1 1 For Pre Pay Customers Only l
- o o o e e em e

Now $57 per month

You Get Protection
Ticks, Fleas, Fire Ants, Chinch Bugs, Mole Crickets, Sod
Weed Worms, Grubs and much more.
Plus Fungus & Weeds and Premium Fertilizer

GRASS CONTROL

New Customers Only

1 1
1 1
1

'\ WEED&CRAB |
1 1
I 1

Lawn & Pest Control, LLC

Commercial & Residential - Fungicide - Fertilizing
Insecticide - Weed Control Tree & Shrub Treatment

813-324-1004 - www.FGLAWN.com

State Certified

Family Owned & Operated Licensed & Insured
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CARDINAL ROOFING ANNOUNCES 12TH
ANNUAL CHARITY CLAY SHOOT IN LITHIA

Cardinal Roof-
ing will host its
12th annual Cardi-
nal Roofing Chari-
ty Clay Shoot on
Friday, February
13, at FishHawk
Sporting  Clays,
located at 13505
Hobson Simmons
Rd. in Lithia. Sign-
in begins at 11:30
am. for a day of
sporting  clays,
food and fundrais-
ing in support of
charitable causes tied to
veterans and missing per-
sons.

The annual sporting
clays event has been a
signature fundraiser for
Cardinal Roofing for more
than a decade. For many
years, proceeds from the event supported
Honor Flights, reflecting the company’s
long-standing commitment to honoring
veterans. In recent years, the focus has
shifted to benefit 'We Are The Essentials
For The Missing.’

We Are The Essentials For The Missing
is a nonprofit organization made up of for-
mer law enforcement officers and military
service members who conduct search and
recovery investigations for missing persons.
The organization recently became an official
501(c)(3) nonprofit, allowing donations and
rewards for solved cases to help offset the
costs associated with investigations and
specialized equipment. The group’s mission
is to provide answers and closure to families
searching for missing loved ones.

This year's charity clay shoot has a fund-

Shooters participate in a previous Cardinal Roofing Charity
Clay Shoot at FishHawk Sporting Clays in Lithia.

N
CARDINAL
ROOFING

raising goal
of $20,000.
Participants
may register
as individual
1 shooters for
v $250 or as
a four-per-
son team
for ~ $800.
" Sponsorship
opportuni-
; hH ties are also
available,
including
an Essential
Sponsor level for $2,000,
station sponsorships for
$100 and vendor-only or
add-on options for $225.

Cardinal Roofing is a
third-generation, fami-
ly-owned roofing contrac-
tor that has served the
community for decades. Founded in 1995,
the locally owned company remains active-
ly involved in the areas where its owners
and employees live and work, supporting a
variety of charitable initiatives throughout
the year.

Bridget Jenkins Wilson, president of Car-
dinal Roofing, plays a leading role in the
company's philanthropic efforts. Wilson
chairs and organizes the annual charity
clay shoot and works alongside co-owners
Roger Jenkins and Chad Curchin to contin-
ue the family-owned business and its com-
mitment to community involvement.

To register or learn more about the event,
visit www.girlroofer.com. Additional infor-
mation about Cardinal Roofing is available
at www.cardinalroofingfl.com or by calling
813-689-7663 (ROOF).

License #CCCT325939

By Olivia Clark
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BUSCH GARDENS TURNS BACK THE
CLOCK WITH RETURN OF REAL MUSIC
CONCERT SERIES

Staff Report

Busch  Gardens
Tampa Bay is turn-
ing up the volume
once again with the
return of its lon-
gest-running  con-
cert tradition, the
Real Music Series.
Now through Fri-
day, February 20,
the park will host a
lineup of celebrated
performers  deliv-
ering timeless hits
from the 1970s,
'80s and '90s, of-
fering guests a

' SEmEs

Martha Reeves

JAN5-9

Village People
AN

W 5 JAN5-FEB20

At Stanleyville Theater

PR TAYYAT Blue Oyster Cult
JANT

Pablo Cruiseand
Their Hit Songs

The 2026
weekday  line-
up (all Monday
through Friday)

$

Blood, Sweat &
Tears

JAN12-16

began in the
week of Jan-
uary 5-9 with

Martha Reeves
and The Vandel-
las, followed by
Blood, Sweat &
Tears from Jan-
uary 12-16. Fans
can catch Pablo
Cruise and Their
Hit Songs from
January 19-23,

The Artimus Pyle Band

Hararigfonsia Vs Zark's pynd Shymed

JANZ6230

chance to relive and the Arti-
the soundtrack of JEET¥S AR Revisiting mus Pyle Band
their lives six days JREER8E =] Creedence honoring  Ron-
a week. FEB2-6 REBIGSIS) FEB 16-20 nie Van Zant's

Held Monday Lynyrd Skynyrd
through Friday with from  January

select Saturday performances, the Real
Music Series features live concerts includ-
ed with park admission. Guests can enjoy
performances spanning classic rock, soul,
pop, jazz and R&B, all presented by artists
known for capturing the sound and spirit
of legendary music icons. Shows take place
at the Stanleyville Theater, making it easy
for visitors to build live entertainment into
their day at the park.

New this year, select Saturdays add ex-
tra excitement with special performances
by iconic acts. Village People brought their
high-energy hits to the stage on January 17,
following a January 10 appearance by Blue
Oyster Cult. These special concerts add a
weekend highlight to the weekday-focused
series.

26-30. February opens with The Tommy
Dorsey Orchestra from February 2-6, Re-
visiting Creedence from February 9-13 and
concludes from February 16-20 with Mag-
ic Moments, featuring original singers Theo
Peoples, Joe Coleman and Jerome Jackson
performing classics from The Temptations,
The Four Tops, The Platters and The Drift-
ers.

Park officials said the Real Music Series
is designed for guests of all ages, wheth-
er they are rediscovering favorite songs or
hearing classic hits for the first time. With
concerts included in admission, the series
offers a value-added experience for fami-
lies, couples and music lovers alike.

For showtimes and additional details, vis-
it www.buschgardenstampa.com.

Pemm—mmmmmmm————mmmmmmmmm e

Eye Exam

$30

with rebate
I Mustbring in coupon at time of service. Expires 3-31-2026

$100 OFF

a Complete Pair
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most Prescriptions.
| Notvalid with any other offers. Expires 3-31-2026

VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

month supply
starter kit
with exam

Some restrictions a
| Notvalid with any other offers.

SUN HILL OPTIGAL

3149

plres 3-31-2026

-----1

SUN GITY GENTER _

(813) 634-63447 »

1601 Rickenbacker Dr. Suite 8

LA SUNHILL | poLLAR T

FITNESS | OPTICAL | GENERAL ﬂg

Q

CRACKER =

BARREL >
HWY 60

2l rer PUBLIX | SUN HILL
g| BoYs OPTICAL
3

s

(3}

= Boyette Rd

EMERGENCY SAV-A-LOT
SQUAD

POST
OFFICE
o SUN HILL
8 OPTICAL
n
Rickenbacker Dr

The patient. and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the ad for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, exam or treatment.

Progressive
No-Line Bifocals

Some restrictions appl .Clear.
| Notvalid with any other offers

$99

pires 3-31-2026

Our office accepts many
Insurance Plans so we ask
A that you contact our staff
who will research and verify

your insurance coverage.

Se habla espariol
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HEROES PARADISE, BRANDON'S FAMILY-OWNED ENTERTAINMENT
CENTER, ADDS FIRST U.S. EPICSURF DEEP-WATER STANDING WAVE

A new surf attraction under construc-
tion at Heroes Paradise in Brandon will
introduce the first U.S. EpicSurf deep-wa-

ter standing wave, bringing an inland };

surfing experience designed to replicat
real ocean conditions.

The project is part of Heroes Paradise's
long-term expansion plans, with owner-

ship selecting EpicSurf as its technology 7
partner and incorporating the attraction 4~
into the existing Brandon venue. The in-
stallation is being developed in partner- -
ship with Aquatic Development Group |

(ADG), a global aquatic design, construc-

tion and manufacturing firm specializing ¢

in wave-generation technology. ADG has
completed more than 4,000 projects
worldwide, including over 550 wave in-
stallations and more than 130 surf and
board attractions.

“After years of research, discussions
and design iterations, we chose EpicSurf
as our technology partner,” said Julie
Pennenga, co-owner of Heroes Paradise.

Tim Pennenga, co-owner of Heroes Par-
adise and a veteran and former Hillsbor-
ough County sheriff's deputy, said much
of the design process involved learning
the technology as it came together.

Unlike shallow wave machines common-
ly found at resorts or on cruise ships, the
EpicSurf system operates with 3-5 feet of
water depth, allowing surfers to ride tra-
ditional surfboards with fins. The deeper
water enables authentic techniques, such
as carving, bottom turns and cutbacks,
while also providing softer landings and a
wider margin of safety.

"This is what's known as a deep-water
standing wave,” said Julie Kline, director
of sales and marketing at ADG. “Unlike
sheet-flow wave systems typically used
for boogie boarding, EpicSurf generates a

Construction is underway on a new EpicSurf deep-water standmg wave at Heroes
Paradise in Brandon. The attraction will offer an inland surfing experience de-
signed to replicate real ocean conditions, with adjustable wave heights for surfers

of all skill levels and abilities.

true surfable wave with §
real water depth, cre-
ating a more authentic
experience for surfers.”
According to ADG,
the wave is formed by
using pumps to pull wa-
ter from a below-deck
tank and directing it
down a ramp to create
a true hydraulic jump,
similar to naturally oc-
curring river waves.
"Water is pulled up from the tank, flows
down the ramp and creates a hydraulic
jump, just like what you see in a river,”
Kline said. "A great example is the Eishach
in Germany, where surfers ride a standing
river wave right in the middle of Munich.”
Heroes Paradise will feature an ES46
EpicSurf model, offering 46 feet of surfa-
ble wave width within an overall footprint
of approximately 66 by 90 feet.
The system is designed to accommodate
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Save up to 20% on Tickets!

Restrictions, exclusions and additional charges may apply. Subject to availability.

Unlock with code NSNT20 prior to seat selection.
Valid on Thursday 7pm, Friday 3pm and 7pm
performances. Valid on select price levels. Offer
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a wide range of
. users, including
2 children, se-
iors, adaptive
| athletes, and
individuals with
El disabilities. Epic-
- Surf is current-
|y the only surf
- wave certified
: ~as an Autism

’, - Resource by the
A ‘8 | International
Board of Cre-
dentialing and
Continuing Ed-
ucation Stan-
dards.
"The
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By Brian Bokor

hind its continued expansion.

"The dream started when my dad, a
county patrol deputy, found this dilapi-
dated, abandoned tennis court that was
being used for criminal activity,” Ethan
Pennenga said. "He wanted to create a
welcoming place where kids, parents and
the community could safely interact with
military members, first responders, and
law enforcement heroes.”

Dan Wagner with ARCO Murray, the
project’s design-build general contractor
specializing in complex aquatic facilities,
said the system's performance depends
heavily on construction execution.

"The system is designed to deliver a
consistent, controllable and repeatable
surf surface, which places high demands
on construction coordination and exe-
cution to ensure it performs the way it's
intended once operational,” Wagner said.

The EpicSurf attraction is scheduled to

'. open by May. Heroes Paradise is a fam-

ily-owned outdoor entertainment center

of the system is its ability to generate a
consistent 3 to 5-foot deep-water wave
that can be adjusted with the push of a
button,” said Bruce Quay, chief operating
officer and partner at ADG. “Surfers can
bring any surfboard they want, with any
fin setup, in a consistent and safe environ-
ment.”

Ethan Pennenga, a junior at Blooming-
ton High School, described the origins of
Heroes Paradise and the motivation be-

offering the largest outdoor tactical laser
tag in the Southeast,, along with archery
tag, rock climbing, and RC car tracks.
Located at 733 Knowles Rd, it features
a 32,000 sq ft arena (Hades) and an

. air-conditioned clubhouse.

Key features and activities include:

Laser Tag & Archery: Tactical, outdoor
laser tag and competitive archery tag.

RC Raceway: Two tracks, including an
off-road track and a tri-dirt oval.

Amenities include a clubhouse with
360° views, a cafe, and a covered obser-
vation deck.

Heroes Paradise was founded by Tim
and Julie Pennenga in 2020, transforming
the former Hidden Palms Tennis Club into
a premier recreation spot. For more infor-
mation, visit www.heroesparadise.com.

OPEN ENROLLMENT
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Is Now Available!

Learn about our school
and how to be a part of our
Southshore family!

INFO SESSIONS

February 10 @ 6:00pm

February 25 @ 9:00am
March 11 @ 6:00pm
March 24 @ 9:00am

- Home of the

PEDIATRIC

CASEY LYNN,

2026 In Network Plans!

Anthem | GEHA | UMR
United Healthcare
Humana | Ameritas
Guardian | UNUM

DENTISTRY

DMD. MS.

BENCHMARK

INTERNATIONAL ARENA

MARS-8

DisneyOnice.com

12 S smileLYNNdental.com 1
(813) 591-3052 | 122 Harbor Village Lane, Apollo Beach
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KNIGHTS, ARTISANS AND MERRIMENT
AWAIT AT 2026 BAY AREA REN FEST

The clang of
swords, the cheers
of the crowd and
the music of wan-
dering minstrels
will once again fill

Staff Report

is known for its
impressive  arti-
san marketplace,
featuring  more
than 100 unique
craftspeople.

the air as the Bay Shoppers  can
Area  Renaissance browse hand-
Festival returns for ™ crafted jewelry,
its 48th season in | pottery, leather
2026. One of Flor- goods, costumes,
ida’s  longest-run- 2026:333 ‘Area woodwork, met-
ning and most enalssance al art, glass and
beloved cultural 5 other one-of-a-
traditions, the fes- TeStlval kind  treasures.
tival invites guests YOUR ADVENTUR'E Each booth of-
to step back into a B ) H fers  handmade
lively, 16th-century EGINS ERE! wares,  making

European  village,
brought to life on
the scenic festival
grounds in Dade
City.

Running weekends from Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, through Sunday, March 29, the Bay
Area Renaissance Festival will be open Sat-
urdays and Sundays from 10 am.-6 p.m.,
rain or shine. Families, history enthusiasts
and adventure seekers alike can expect a
full day of immersive entertainment, food
and interactive experiences that transport
visitors to another era.

Since its debut decades ago in Largo, the
festival has grown into a sprawling celebra-
tion featuring 15 stages of entertainment
and an expanded roster of performers.
Throughout the day, guests can enjoy live
music, comedy, theatrical acts and daring
feats of skill. A highlight for many is the
action-packed jousting tournament, where
armored knights clash in thrilling competi-
tions before roaring crowds.

Beyond the entertainment, the festival

s
2

]

(813)634-9900

1851 Rickenbacker Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

suncitycenterfuneralhome.com

Open Weekends Feb. 14 - Mar. 29
BayAreaRenFest.com

%
W
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the marketplace
a destination for
those seeking
distinctive gifts
and keepsakes.

The 2026 season also offers a variety of
specialty experiences designed to deepen
the immersion. Guests can participate in
mead tastings, pub and cocktail crawls,
themed teas, romance packages with
front-row joust seating, brunch at the joust
and even large-scale marriage and vow
renewal ceremonies. Costumed characters
roam the grounds, interacting with visitors
and adding to the atmosphere of a bustling
Renaissance village.

Located at 12838 Auton Rd. in Dade City,
the festival grounds offer free parking and
easy access for visitors from across the
Tampa Bay area. With over 60,000 annual
attendees, the Bay Area Renaissance Festi-
val continues to be a vibrant celebration of
history, creativity and community. Tickets
and additional information are available at
https://bayarearenfest.com/.

GIVEUS A
CALL OR STOP
BY TODAY.

Sun City Center
Funeral Home
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CAMPO YMCA OFFERS SWIMMING,
CAMPS, SPORTS AND AMENITIES

By Olivia Clark

The Campo Family
YMCA, located at 3414
Culbreath Rd. in Valrico,
has served as a gather-
ing place for families in
Valrico,  Bloomingdale
and surrounding com-
munities for more than
two decades. Estab-
lished to meet the area’s
growing need for youth
development and family
wellness programs, the
nonprofit facility contin-
ues to evolve alongside
the community it serves

Named in honor of
the Campo family, longtime
supporters of the Tampa Met-
ropolitan Area YMCA, the
Campo Family YMCA reflects
a commitment to strength-
ening families through acces-
sible programs and inclusive
spaces.

“"Campo Family YMCA just celebrated
more than twenty years in the greater Val-
rico community,” said Robyn Ostrem, execu-
tive director, Campo Family YMCA. “Campo
Family YMCA has become stronger because
of our community.”

The YMCA offers a wide range of ameni-
ties, including a fitness center, gymnasium,
weight room, group exercise studios and
multipurpose spaces. Aquatics program-
ming remains a major focus, with two swim-
ming pools, a splash pad and water slides
that are especially popular during warmer
months. Swim lessons are available for all
ages, beginning at six months through adult-
hood, and the pools are used throughout the
day for lap swim, open swim and instruction.

"The Florida summer is hot,” said Mario

SAVE A

On-Site CPR Training

Let us bring First Aid/CPR/AED training to you with convenient
on-site training that meets your company's needs and budget.

Contact Jordan.Loch@tampaymca.org for more details.

Gallegos, executive di-
rector, Campo Family
YMCA. "In the summer,
our aquatic center gets
heavy use because of
the heat. It is a great
> place to hang out with
L the family, hang out
with friends and cool off
while enjoying the Flori-
da sunshine.”

Youth and family pro-
gramming continues to
be a cornerstone of the
Campo Family YMCA.
Summer camps, Kids'
Day Out programs and
youth sports such as basketball,
soccer and volleyball provide
opportunities for children to
stay active while building confi-
dence and social skills.

"More than four thousand
five hundred kids participated
in experiences that cultivated
values, skills and relationships that led to
positive behaviors, better health and educa-
tional achievement,” Ostrem said.

Childcare options, including the Youth
Zone and Stay and Play, allow parents to
participate in fitness activities while children
enjoy supervised programs. Adult members
also benefit from group exercise classes and
sports leagues such as basketball and vol-
leyball that promote connection and healthy
competition.

As part of the Tampa Metropolitan Area
YMCA network, the Campo Family YMCA
provides access to association-wide pro-
grams and services. Financial assistance
and scholarships ensure that individuals
and families can participate regardless of
income.

LIFE.

6106 Delancey Station Street

Riverview, FL 33578

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570

PLAY: REPEAT

STRETCHZONE |

BOOK YOUR FIRST
— ) —

6150 Paseo-ALMar Blvd Suite 102, Apolio Beach
Main: 813-404-0694

4 BDRM/3 BATH IN MIRABAY!

$539,900

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!
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terside Dri

Cell: 813.503.4356

Todd Dysle ® ‘
t.dysle@att.net

Going beyond client
expectations and
delivering an
industry leading
experience that
really wows clients.

Paula Dysle ®
Cell: 813.393.7015
PJOSU84@gmail.com
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If you have not
previously attend-

ed these work-
shops at the Hill-
sborough  County

Extension  Service,
we hope you will.
Make plans to reg-
ister and spend
the first Saturday
morning, February
through November,
by attending our
composting, mi-
croirrigation  and
rainwater harvest-
ing workshops at
our office in Seffner.
Hillsborough County
residents can attend
one time only and receive one set of items
per household. Preregistration is required.

Compost Happens: Learn how to turn
trash into treasure. This workshop teaches
attendees to recycle kitchen and yard waste
while creating a rich soil amendment. Com-
post adds nutrients to the soil and retains
moisture in the root zone, where it can be
used by plants. Instead of hauling your yard
waste to the curb, compost it on-site. By
attending, you will receive a compost bin,
bucket and thermometer.

Microirrigation: This teaches you how
to have a healthy and attractive landscape
while conserving water. Tips on installing
and using microirrigation are presented. By
attending, you will receive a microirrigation
kit. Check our website for two other micro
workshops: patio and vegetable.

Rainwater Harvesting: Receive a drilled

Riverview

SOUTHSHORE DEFINED: COMMUNITY,
GROWTH AND A NEW FLORIDA LIFESTYLE

T THE DIRT:

TRIPLE WORKSHOPS:

COMPOST, MICROIRRIGATION AND
RAINWATER HARVESTING

BY LYNN BARBER, URBAN HORTICULTURE AGENT

= W and spigoted
i | 50 to 55-gal-
1 lon  plastic,
| food-grade
barrel. We
will teach
you how and
where to in-
stall your bar-
rel. Collecting
rainwater for
ornamental
plant irriga-
tion reduces
erosion  and
stormwater
runoff.  Bar-
rels are stored
outside,  so
you may want
to bring a blanket to put under the barrel.
By attending one, two or all three work-
shops, you will expand your environmental
conservation education and have fun while
learning something new. The cost to attend
is $10 per household, per workshop. For
additional information and to register, go
to the Hillsborough County Extension Cal-
endar of Events at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
events/?location=hillsborough. Some rules
apply, and they are listed on our website.
For more gardening information, please
contact our office at 813-744-5519 or vis-
it us at 5339 County Rd. 579 in Seffner,
where you can walk through the Bette S.
Walker Discovery Garden and see Flori-
da-Friendly Landscaping™ in action. Hope
to see you soon.
Contact at Lynn Barber, extension agent,
at labarber@ufl.edu.
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813-7141-3633 - WWW.PFAUTOGLASS.COM
Serving Our Community Since 1994!

FL Reg #MV-24096
_ Preferred by your
insurance company.

KnowledgePoints

Proven Results

Affordable Tutoring
_—-——--___-ﬂ-——-___ =

-
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"The Next Report Card
| \is going to be better!

preK -12th Grade

Ask about our Monthly Budget Plan
“Creating Success by Changing Lives”

Riverview Plant City
671-1919  754-7788

* Reading ¢ Writing * Math
* SAT/ACT * Homework Edge

The Gilmore family took their hometown
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Yous CoususiTy NEWSPAPER

Email photos, name

Bring your Osprey Observer on your travels and share with us.

paper to the World's Largest Axe in the town (il
i n
= of Nackawic, New Brunswick Canada.

& location to editor@ospreyobserver.com.

SouthShore s
no longer just a
collection of small
towns south of
Tampa Bay — it is
one of the region's
fastest-growing
and most dynam-
ic areas, defined
by thoughtful de-
velopment, strong
community connec-
tions and a lifestyle
that blends modern
convenience  with
Florida's  natural
beauty.

Stretching
across  Southern
Hillsborough Coun-
ty, SouthShore en-
compasses commu-
nities such as South
Riverview, Gibson-
ton, Apollo Beach,
Ruskin, Wimauma, |
Balm and Sun City
Center, reaching
south to the Man-
atee County line.
Once largely rural
and waterfront-focused, the area has
evolved into a thriving destination for
families, retirees and businesses seeking
space, opportunity and quality of life.

What draws people to SouthShore is
its balance. Residents enjoy suburban,
laid-back living while remaining within
easy reach of Tampa's major employ-
ment centers, entertainment and cul-
tural attractions. Parks, trails, commu-
nity centers and waterfront access are
woven throughout the region, offering
opportunities for boating, fishing, kaya-
king, paddleboarding and outdoor recre-
ation year-round.

Master-planned communities have
become a defining feature of the South-
Shore landscape. Developments like
Southshore Bay in Wimauma showcase
resort-style living with innovative ame-
nities, including the well-known crystal
lagoon — a massive, man-made water-
front complete with sandy beaches, wa-
ter sports and a swim-up bar. Nearby,
active adult communities such as Med-
ley at Southshore Bay and Southshore
Falls in Apollo Beach cater to retirees
seeking an active, social lifestyle with
trails, fitness facilities and organized ac-
tivities.

Families are also a driving force behind
SouthShore's growth, attracted by new-
er neighborhoods, expanding school op-
tions and the sense of community found
in youth sports leagues, local events and

By Marie Gilmore

Photo Courtesy of the SouthShore Chamber

neighborhood gatherings. Golf carts are
a common sight in some "What makes
SouthShore special is the pride people
feel in belonging here. Our six commu-
nities may each have their own identity,
but together they form a unified region
that blends rural beauty, waterfront
living and unforgettable sunsets with
strong industrial, educational, medical
and recreational opportunities. It's that
balance — between growth and tradi-
tion, progress and nature — that con-
tinues to draw people to SouthShore,”
said Melanie Davis, Executive Director
of the Greater SouthShore Chamber of
Commerce.

That future is being shaped in part
by the Greater SouthShore Chamber
of Commerce, which represents a uni-
fied voice for the region's businesses
and communities. Formed in November
2023 through the merger of the histor-
ic SouthShore Chamber and the South
Hillsborough Chamber, the organization
now serves a broad and diverse area,
strengthening collaboration from South
Riverview through Wimauma and be-
yond.

In essence, SouthShore is defined by
connection: connection to nature, to
neighbors and to opportunity. With its
mix of relaxation, recreation and prog-
ress, the region is writing a new chapter
in Florida living — one that continues to
attract those looking not just for a place
to live but also a place to belong.

HA

MILKSHAKE

Coming
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—

HOURS:
SUNDAY - SATURDAY
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m |
12:00 - 10:00 PM OREN!
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My rescue pooch, Laz, taught me a spiri-
tual lesson one evening.

It started as basic hunger. Laz watched
me scarf down some succulent beef stir fry
for dinner. I slipped a piece of beef under
the table. He was happily surprised. And
very thankful.

Little Laz jumped up on my leg, begging
shamelessly for another bite. Again, I yield-
ed, because I love him and enjoy giving him
good things. He leapt toward the sliver of
meat like a lion attacking an antelope on
the Serengeti plain.

Suddenly, greed overtook the 8-pound
terrier, and he became a 50-pound terror,
clawing his way up my leg, lunging for my
plate. Because of my previous kindness, he
thought he deserved whatever I had. He
was entitled to it. My stir fry now belonged
to him.

As I shoved the wiggling mass of rapac-
ity outside so we could peacefully finish
dinner, I realized Laz was demonstrating
the three levels of how we receive God's
mercy.

Level 1: Gratitude. We're humbled, de-
lighted and thankful for the Lord's unex-
pected mercy in the form of that unmer-
ited blessing we received. Lamentations

Grace Notes

Mercy Me

By Debora Coty

3:22-23 (NLT) plays out: "The unfailing love
of the LORD never ends ... Great is his faith-
fulness, his mercies begin afresh each day.”

Level 2: Greed. The pleasure of the
blessing suddenly morphs into the over-
whelming desire for more. We don't
just want more, we need more. We simply
can't live without more. What we've been
given just isn't enough. So, we claw, con-
nive and attempt to convince the source of
our blessing that we deserve more. If He
won't give it willingly, we'll try to take it.

Level 3: Entitlement. We'll whine, whee-
dle, even snatch more of that blessing out
of His hand. After all, we deserve it. Be-
cause of our elevated station as a child of
God (even though we didn't work to attain
it), we perceive that whatever is His also
belongs to us.

We totally forget the generous promise
of Lamentations 3: His mercy, His grace,
His blessings are new every morning. We
don't have to stockpile them. Or clutch
them to our chests and hoard them in a
selfish frenzy. Or consume them quickly so
no one can take them away.

Our faithful Father is gracious enough to
offer us new mercies over and over again.
Every single morning!

Save me, Lord,
from lying lips
and from deceitful
tongues. Psalm 120:2

To all those who are ?
shocked about the com- :.._J ’
ing winter storm, please | &
note that it is in fact win-
ter. I only point this out
in response to the worst-
case scenario headlines
and  “Snowmageddon”
references competing for
“"look at me” readership.

We seem to be so desperate for atten-
tion, to acquire clicks and likes and hits and
shares, we exhaust all possible five-alarm
alerts long before anything actually hap-
pens. We so badly want to be noticed that
we resort to anything to get people to look
our way. When they do we have little of
substance to say.

What baffles me about all the hyperbo-
le and bluster and flat-out lying is that the
truth is usually more interesting. If only we
take the trouble to find it.

I visited a movie set and it looked like the
main street of a town. Signs and window
displays invited us into shops, a hotel, a bar,
even a church. Yet if you walk to the end
and look around there is nothing there. It's
all facade with no depth or substance or
content.

W for content, or look
on the inside. We are
| in a "pay no attention
to the man behind the

- curtain” moment in
- / the world right now.
% ! We have to become
| more interested in
truth. We have to look
beyond the cardboard
_ cutouts and the hype

| and the strobe lights
‘ and the smoke on the
i stage.

We were issued with some pretty good
brains when we were born, most of us have
gone to school, and basic research is not
that hard of a task if we are motivated.

So what's stopping us? Aren't we tired
of the hype, the politics, the deception, the
misinformation, the headlines that lead no-
where and the facades in front of empty
spaces?

Snow storm or snow job - we really need
to be more discerning consumers of infor-

mation - DEREK
Derek Maul has written for

many news outlets, including
the Tampa Tribune, The Unit-
ed Methodlist News Service, All
8 Pro Dad, FOCUS Magazine,
Newsweek, USA Today, The
-, Christian  Science  Monitor,

Debora M. Coty is an inspirational speaker and award-winning author of
over 40 books, including the bestselling Too Blessed to be Stressed series. Visit

with Debora anytime at www.DeboraCoty.com.

DRINK.
DANCE.

SELECT DATES
JAN. 24 - MAR. 1

Taxes, blockout dates, service fees, and other restrictions may apply. ©United Parks & Resorts, Inc.

I am concerned that we our lives look- Presbyterians Today, Guideposts, Chicken Soup for the
ing at the signs and the windows and the Soul and many other publications. Read Derek Mauls
ads but we fail to take the trouble to read daily blog posts at www.derekmaul.wordpress.com.

Get Limited-Time Deals
at BuschGardens.com
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It's American Heart Month! Did your New Year's
resolutions include action against the nation's  American . American

top cause of death? Learn more at heart.org! A

ociation

Heart | Stroke

Associatione.

| give free ad space to groups or events that improve our community. Call me with your ideas! — Ann Marie

New Year, New You ... New Home?

EXCELLENCE & ELEGANCE surround

you at this magnificent, custom-built, [

5,000-SF home'in FishHawk’s Kestrel
Ridge! On a cul-de-sac half-acre in the
security-gated enclave, the property
features an impressive pool & spa lanali
with a panoramic view of conservation
woods & water. An outdoor kitchen &
gas fireplace flank the heated pool on a
travertine-tiled deck; triple pocket sliders
open it all for great entertaining. Details
are just as dazzling inside, of course:

coffered ceilings, crown molding, col- E

umns & arches, gorgeous gﬂ’anite, diag-
onal-tile floors & backsplashes, decora-
tive listello, raised-panel wood cabinets,

walk-in wine closet & so much more.
New to market this month at $1,485,000.

Watch sunsets over a

tree-lined pond from the }

screened, stone-pavered
lanai behind this_surpris-
ingly large home in gated
Magnolia Park! 3,600 SF
total includes the 340-SF
lanai, a 2-car garage
20% bigger than usual,
downstairs living/dining/
kitchen/office, upstairs
family room, plus 3 beds

& 25 baths.” $439,900 |

=1 Better than when it was
i built! From new tile, LVP
.| & epoxy floors to updated

fans, fixtures, & other

renovated townhome

1 towers 4 stories above
{ the Apollo Beach water-

front in the upscale
boating colony of Sunset
Bay. Get nearly 3,100 SF
plus a tandem garage

a
4 over 700 SF. §499,900

»/ 4 finishes, this thoroughly |

A super-sized lanai un-

der a cathedral ceilin

makes the private pon
view beyond this fenced
back Yard something
special! Enjo¥ com|nE

home to an 1,800-S
4/3/2 far from the crowd
with no rear neighbor &
no through fraffic in

Volume 24, Issue 2

Ann Marie
Vaughan,

Realtor

= RE/MAX
v

AllianceGroup

Over $15 million
in sales in 2025

RE/MAX
Hall of Fame,
Top 1% among
all agents across
Tampa Bay

Certified Luxury
Home Specialist

34-year resident
of Riverview

“T live here.
I love it here.
And I sell here
like no one else!”

Direct:
813-748-4536

Email:
annmarievaughan
@verizon.net
Web:
annmarievaughan.
realtor

WHEN YOU KNOW, YOU KNOW! If
you want & recognize quality upgrades
beyond most in an upscale neighbor-
hood, here is the home for you within
wonderful Waterset! Inside & outside
this Sandpiper by West Baé/ you'll find
improvements from a 400-SF screened
lanai to $65,000 in casement hurricane-
impact windows. Tile & LVP floors,
decorator fans & fixtures, seamless
utters, salt-free water softener, 8-foot
oors including full-glass French doors
to the office & a frosted-glass entry with
sidelight, security system with cameras
front & back, even an electric vehicle
charger in the garage await you. It's a
2,100-SF 3/2/2 with a customized office

that can be a 4th bedroom. $519,000

| In Boyette Park, a tree-
shaded, step-down park
as part of your own
fenced back '_yard glves
| this 2,180-SF 3/2/3
.| something extral With a
| woodsy conservation
view instead of a rear
nelgihbor, this special
] spot is now a youn
| family's playground but
offers many creative
possibilities. $475,000

W '. helg
| its 3-ton AC/heat pump

A 3-year-new roof &
debt-free solar panels

& for home & pool are the

"8 crowning values at this

| 1834-SF 3/2/2 overlook-
ing conservation land in
Boyette Springs! You'll
truly appreciate the low
electric power bills, also

ed by efficiencies of

& water heater both new

Experience Encore,
FishHawk’s 55+ haven
with resort-style ameni-
ties, from the added
advantage of a minimal-
maintenance villa! From
roof & yard to exclusive

] club & community events

Riverview's Covewood [

community. Recent roof
& LVP floors. $375,000

your comfort is covere:
in this well-appointed
2/2/2 with an extra room

that makes the most of 5
1,600 SF.  $350,000 §

1 in 2023. $450,000




