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Mission  
The Highlands Summer Festival is a not-for-profit, charitable
community theatre company in the Haliburton Highlands,
producing live dramatic and musical productions utilizing the
facilities of the Northern Lights Performing Arts Pavilion and other
venues. The Highlands Summer Festival was created to encourage
the development of theatrical skills and talents in the Highlands,
especially among young people. We are committed to presenting
at least one Canadian production each season.

The purposes of the Festival are to educate and increase the
public's understanding and appreciation of the arts; to provide
instructional seminars on topics related to the performing and
visual arts; and to produce performing arts festivals for the
purpose of education.

The Highlands Summer Festival acknowledges that these lands
and waters are the traditional homeland of the Ojibway Nation
and the Huron/Wendat Nation, and now includes communities
from the Mohawk Nation, the Pottawatomi Nation and the Métis
Nation of Ontario. We acknowledge their stewardship throughout
the ages. ​

Land Acknowlegement



Ms. Schwartzandgrubenniere,
your word is RESOUNDING.

May I have that word in a
sentence, please?

The Highlands Summer
Festival’s 2024 Season, under
the leadership of Artistic
Producer Scot Denton and
Executive Producer Melissa
Stevens, was a RESOUNDING
success!

R-E-S-O-U-N-D-I-N-G,
RESOUNDING.

That is correct, a RESOUNDING
success!

The Highlands Summer Festival’s 2024 Season, under the leadership 
of Artistic Producer Scot Denton and Executive Producer Melissa Stevens, 
was a RESOUNDING success.  The Season opened with The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee  with a group of six-graders competing in a spelling
championship and sharing hilarious and poignant personal stories; adding in a
little audience participation ..… pandemonium! This was followed by William
Gibson’s The Miracle Worker – an exploration of the volatile relationship
between a lonely and fiercely determined teacher and her headstrong charge,
Helen Keller.  Next, The Good Lovelies - a Juno award winning folk/country
harmony trio - graced our stage in three sold-out performances. The Birds &
The Bees, a Canadian comedy by Mark Crawford, sets Gail, a beekeeper, Sarah,
her divorced daughter and turkey farmer, Earl, the flirty neighbour, and Ben, a
graduate student, in adjoining bedrooms for some love, lust, bee keeping,
artificial insemination and a whole lot of fun! To finish the season, Lisa Wey and
the Windward Band took to the stage with a foot-stomping selection of country
music in Opry Gold. 

The productions, with thirty-one performances in all, included an enriching
mixture of professionals, emerging local artists, both young and old, and many
who stepped onto the stage for the first time. In 2024, three professional
directors – Scot Denton, Heather Davies, and Douglas Walker, five professional
actors, and professional set and lighting design artists joined our casts and
creative teams to create an engaging and truly memorable theatre experience
for our patrons.

Of the thirty actors that stepped onto the stage in the three HSF productions,
twelve were young performers. Gracie Griffith, 16 years, made her Festival debut
this year as Loraine Schwartzandgrubenniere in The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee.  Gracie won the hearts of the audience spelling, singing,
and dancing alongside Jordan Kovac, 18 years, who made his Festival debut in
She Loves Me last year. Evelyn Mardus, 12 years, who debuted on the Festival
stage in The Sound of Music in 2022, gave a riveting performance as Helen
Keller in The Miracle Worker.  Evelyn was joined by nine other young performers
in the production, seven in their Festival debut. These young performers brought
an amazing level of talent to the Festival, delighting audiences, and took their
final bows with promises that they would soon return to the stage! 

2024
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The Highlands Summer Festival is incredibly proud of the astonishing 
skills and talents of our more than 100 volunteers; volunteers hold cast 
positions; construct, paint, and dress the sets; design and construct the 
costumes; gather and create props; stage management and crew;
manage the house, and anything else that needs doing.  We saw growth 
in the skills and leadership of our volunteers as they took on additional tasks 
in the face of fiscal restrictions.  And, in 2024, for the first time in decades, the set
painting team took on painting the stage floor, transforming a bland black stage into
a gym floor for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee!  We are so very proud
of and grateful for our volunteers.

In 2024, we bid a fond farewell to our retiring Artistic Producer; Scot Denton. Scot was,
over his almost twenty-year tenure with HSF, largely responsible for growing the
Highlands Summer Festival from its humble beginnings to a prominent, high-quality
cultural element in our community, a community already known for its wide diversity
in arts and cultural pursuits. We welcomed Douglas Walker - a director and actor in
past HSF seasons and a new resident to in the Highlands - as our new Artistic
Producer; we are really excited by his energy and fresh perspective.  

The Board worked diligently towards building audience accessibility, increasing ticket
sales, and attracting a more diverse audience in a very challenging environment; all
the while very conscious of our financial constraints. While many similar sized and
even larger theatre companies closed, the Highlands Summer Festival has been able
to maintain 2019 ticket prices and grow a more social media-oriented community
outreach to potential younger and seasonal residential patrons. Key to our success
in furthering these goals was rigorous financial oversight and financial support.  A
very generous donation by BMO largely sponsored our musical production – The
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee – and together with local corporate
support, individual donors, and a gala fundraising event in January, we were able to
move forward on these goals. 

We have great plans for 2025!  We are thrilled to be celebrating 25 years in the
Highlands and excited to start working on a new strategic plan that will guide us
through to 2031.  Our goal is, amid significant challenges, to ensure sustainability as
we focus on audience growth and a commitment to diversity and accessibility.

Rita Jackson
President
Highlands Summer Festival



THE BIRDS & THE BEES
JULY 1 - JULY 15
By Mark Crawford

Director: Heather Davies

THE GOOD LOVELIES OPRY GOLD

Caroline Brooks, Kerri Ough, ​
& Sue Passmore

Leisa Way and 
The Wayward Wind Band

JULY 1 - JULY 15 JULY 1 - JULY 15
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THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM
COUNTY SPELLING BEE

THE MIRACLE WORKER

JULY 1 - 15

JULY 1 - JULY 15
By William Gibson

Director: Scot Denton

Music & Lyrics by William Finn

Book by Rachel Sheinkin
Conceived by Rebecca Feldman

Directed by Douglas Walker
Musical Direction by Melissa

Stephens
SPONSORED BY 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RITA JACKSON
BOARD PRESIDENT

SEAN PENNYLEGION
TREASURER

SUSAN DEANE-VORVIS
DIRECTOR

JACK BREZINA
DIRECTOR

RENEE GRIFFITHS
DIRECTOR

JENNIFER STRYPE
DIRECTOR

Our
Team

EMILY STONEHOUSE
SECRETARY

DOUGLAS WALKER
ARTISTIC PRODUCER

MELISSA STEPHENS
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

CREATIVE TEAM

KEN LONEY
GENERAL MANAGER

MANAGEMENT

BRIAN KIPPING
PAST PRESIDENT
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FRIENDS OF  
THE FESTIVAL
HEADLINERS
Anonymous
Jim Aston
Bruce & Barb Bunker*
Scot Denton
George Legate & Ruth Exon
Jim & Marilyn Frost
Bill Gliddon
Charles & Lynn Simon
Melissa Stephens

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Jodanne Aggett
Carol & Graham Bowker
Jack & Pat Brezina
Isabel Buttler
Brian Childs
John & Rosalie Cowan
Renee Griffith
Jean Iles
Peter Jensen
Brian & Beth Kipping
Marian Langdon
Marion Mandel
George McElroy
Klara & Peter Oyler
Rotary Club of Haliburton
Bessie Sullivan
Ray Vanderburgh*
Lynn White
Sylvia & Harry Winder
Paul Zalan

PRODUCERS
John Bailey
Norma Bingham
Jim Blake
Bettie Campbell
Neil Campbell
Marion Clark
Ron Clark
Ian Comrie
Karen Cornwell
Sandre & Brian Daoust
Joan & Ross Davies
Curtis Eastmure
Bill Forbes
Brigitte Gall
Jan Gerrow
Andy Glecoff
Eleanor M. Hall
Marg & Jim Higgins
Vicki Hoare
Dan Kosmayer
Brenda Leis
John Madill
Richard & Val Margison
Don & Pat Maulson
Dan & Roberta McCombe
Ann McIvor
David & Betty Mills
Greg Freeman & Jeff Papiez
David & Barbara Parrott
Sean & Gwen Pennylegion
Jennifer Ramsdale
Carol Stewart
Robert Stiles
Ilsemarie Tarte
William D Taylor
Lisa Tolentino
Stella Voisin
Maraylene Welch

DIRECTORS
Mary & John Anderson
Rosie & Mike Arthurs
Linda Baker
Sandra Bell
Barb Bohlin
Michelle Bonham
Patricia Bromley
Carol & Michael Browne
David Campbell
D’Arcy Carroll
Glen Carter
Jean & Warren Currie
Beverley Deeks
Margaret Downey
John & Valerie du Manoir
Rhonda Elstone
Marianne Fenninger
Burton Charitable Foundation
Lee Gauthier
Margaret Giles
Audrey Grant
Christina Hadley
Heather Harbinson
Joan Hawley
Susan Hay
Janet & Paul Heffer
Bob Heyes
Lynne Horvath
Mike Hunter
Norma Isaacs
Melinda James
Beth Johns
Mary Jowett
Adam Jules
Leonard & Mary Lee
Melanie & Wayne Lord
Janet MacKay
Elly Malcolmson
Gordon & Prudence Markham
Dawn Martens
Kathy Mason
Joan McDonald
Craig McGuffin
David McKay
Wanda Mole
Mulvey & Banani International Inc..

DIRECTORS
Judy Neimann
William Obee
Wendy Ogilvie
Jennifer Paton
Sue Pethick
Pauline Plooard
Gene Puritch
Jenny & Katie Rieger
Cheryle Russell
William Seli
Katrina Shaddock
Gord & Susan Sheehan
Chalene Smith
Norm & Fran Smith
Patricia Smyth
Gary Stoner
Alex Stuart
Dorothy Thayer
Jolene & Stuart 
     Thomas-Humphries
Carol Thompson
Kevin Thompson
Kevin Bardwell & Susan
Thompson
Barbara Varty
Lorraine & Jack Virgin
​Susan Vorvis
John Wagenaar
Kim & Wilma Warne
Wilma & Tanya Warne
Gregg Weatherill
Wendy Wilkins

ACTORS
Janice Alexiou
Laura Atkinson
Brian & Ann Aubrey
Don Ballantyne
Michael Barnes
Pat Barry
Linda & Gary Bazowsky
Joan Bell
Susan & Michael Bernard
Patricia Bradburn
Peter Brogden
Michael Browne

ACTORS
Audrey Cahill
Paul & Barb Cameron
Lynda Campbell
Liz & Nick Case
Bob Cole
Terry & Shirley Davis
Lois Deacon
Mark Dennys
Ben Dentinger
Susan Ellis
Wayne & Barbara Fawcett
Bill & Mary Forbes
Karen Frybort
Jessie & Don Geall
Gordon Graham
Mike Grinnell
Lillian & Larry Hall
Cathy Holland
Gary & Pat Hunt
Donlyn Jackson
Mary Johnson
Colleen Karir
Catherine & Gareth Kellett
Randall Linton
Ken Loney
Dan Mariani
May & Maria Mateljan
Diana McCullough
Dorothy McIntyre
Judith McNeilage
Jacqueline Metcalf
Barbara Millington
Marg O’Shaughnessy
Tina Palmer
Millie & John Payne
Eva Potter
Jessie Provenzano
Sue Reid
Lois Rigney
Jane Robinson
Mary Samson
Gwen Scriven
Mary & Ron Sharp
Judy & John Skinner
Susan Spencer
Diana Spicer

ACTORS
Verla & Don Stinson
Martin Stoller
Peggy Vidoczy

STAGEHANDS
Bob Riches & June Anderson
Matt Ardron
Marg Baker
Don & Ruth Benson
Irwin & Bonnie Colwell
Gwyn Cornfield
Ruth Dolan
Marg & Bruce Donaldson
Marie Gage
Kathleen Giroux
Betty Goard
Dave Heaven
Isabelle Heaven
Don Henderson
Catherine Holland
Ruth Hunt
Jean Kyle
Carolyn Ludlow
Carol McClennan
Lynn Moe
Reet Murray
Colleen Rafton
Merla Russell
Ev & Sharon Stata
Gail & Peter Stelter
Winn Taylor
Barb Townes
Marie Watson
Eleanor Welch
Bob Wing

Memoriam donations 













Contact Us
705-457-9933

gm@highlandssummerfestival.on.ca

www.highlandssummerfestival.on.ca


