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CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

INTRODUCTION
by Graeme R. Newman

Volume I of this edition ended in 1816, at a moment when the old criminal
law still possessed much of the severity that had characterized the eighteenth
century. Volume II begins in that same year but enters a markedly different
world. The scaffold remains. Transportation remains. Men and women
continue to be imprisoned, publicly condemned, and sometimes executed for
offences that later generations would punish very differently. Yet across the
quarter-century covered here, from 1816 to 1841, the machinery of
punishment begins to change before our eyes.

This is one of the reasons the second volume of Camden Pelham's
Chronicles of Crime is especially valuable. It does not merely supply another
procession of murderers, forgers, burglars, rioters, pirates and political
offenders. Read chronologically, it records a society arguing with itself about
punishment. The old penal order had not disappeared, but its assumptions
were increasingly under pressure. Capital statutes were being reduced.
Transportation was becoming more systematized. Imprisonment was
acquiring greater importance. Professional policing was beginning to alter the
detection of crime. Medical testimony and the law of insanity entered more
visibly into criminal trials. Political protest produced repeated confrontations
between crowds and authority. And the public scaffold, although still very
much alive, existed within a culture increasingly capable of questioning what
such spectacles accomplished.

Pelham could not know that he was documenting a transition that later
historians would treat as one of the decisive periods in the history of British
criminal justice. He wrote close enough to many of these events to preserve
their immediate drama, prejudice and uncertainty. That immediacy is both
the strength and the danger of his account. He frequently writes as though the
moral meaning of an event were obvious. Criminals are 'wretches,' political
agitators become 'demagogues,’ and crowds can be treated as dangerous
almost by definition. Yet the cases often contain evidence that resists the
moral conclusions imposed upon them. Juries acquit. Judges hesitate.
governments commute sentences. Witnesses contradict one another.
Defendants protest innocence. Public sympathy shifts. What looks at first like
a simple chronicle of guilt and punishment becomes a record of argument
about guilt and punishment.

The opening cases make this immediately clear. Thomas Brock, John
Pelham and Michael Power were convicted of coining in circumstances that
exposed the corruption of the reward system. Men who were supposed to
detect crime could manufacture it, seducing vulnerable people into offences
and then collecting the parliamentary 'blood money' attached to conviction.
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CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

The issue is strikingly modern. A state may create incentives intended to
improve law enforcement, only to discover that incentives alter the behaviour
of those who enforce the law. The danger is not simply corruption in the
crude sense of an officer taking a bribe. It is the corruption of institutional
purpose itself: conviction becomes valuable, and therefore conviction can
become an end rather than a consequence of impartial investigation.

The political cases that follow give Volume II a character very different
from Volume I. The Spa Fields disturbances, the prosecutions of Watson,
Thistlewood and their associates, Peterloo, the Cato Street conspiracy, the
Reform riots, the Bristol riots, the Calthorpe Street confrontation, the Chartist
disturbances and the prosecution of Feargus O'Connor all place criminal law
in direct contact with political dissent. In such cases the distinction between
crime and politics becomes unstable. Violence, conspiracy and treason were
real offences, and governments had legitimate reasons to fear assassination,
armed insurrection and riot. At the same time, the language of public order
could be used against radical speech, assembly and demands for political
representation. The criminal trial therefore became one of the arenas in which
the limits of political participation were negotiated.

This makes the repeated use of treason and sedition especially revealing.
Treason is not merely another crime. It is an offence against the state itself,
and historically its punishment carried an exemplary weight greater than that
attached to ordinary felonies. The Cato Street conspirators were prosecuted
as enemies of the political order. The Chartists, by contrast, belonged to a
broader mass movement whose demands for political representation could
not be contained indefinitely within the vocabulary of criminal conspiracy.
Looking back, it is tempting to divide the participants neatly into criminals
on one side and reformers on the other. Pelham's narratives remind us that
contemporaries did not possess the comfort of hindsight. Authorities
confronted events while they were happening, and the line between protest
and insurrection was often contested in real time.

The same period witnessed a transformation in the policing of crime. In
Volume I the reader often encounters constables, watchmen, thief-takers,
informers and private prosecutors operating within a fragmented system.
Volume II begins with the scandal of reward-driven detection and ends in a
Britain that had established the Metropolitan Police and was moving toward
more regularized professional law enforcement. That change did not instantly
produce impartial or scientific policing. Nor did older forms of detection
disappear. But it altered the institutional relationship between government,
crime and the citizen. Detection became less dependent upon the victim's
private initiative and more clearly an activity undertaken in the name of the
state.

Professionalization also changed the evidentiary landscape. The cases in
this volume repeatedly show courts struggling with identification, confession,
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circumstantial evidence, accomplice testimony and the developing authority
of medical knowledge. The murder trials are particularly instructive. They
occur in an age before modern forensic science, yet they frequently turn upon
material traces: blood, clothing, weapons, bodies, handwriting, stolen
property and the reconstruction of movements through space. The famous
cases of William Corder, Burke, Bishop and Williams, Greenacre,
Courvoisier and others became public dramas partly because detection itself
was becoming a story. The question was no longer only what crime had
occurred, but how the hidden crime could be made visible.

No subject demonstrates this more powerfully than the body. In the older
penal system the body of the offender had been the direct object of
punishment: whipped, branded, hanged, dissected or displayed. In Volume II
the body increasingly becomes evidence. The rise of medical testimony, post-
mortem examination and anatomical inquiry changes its legal meaning. Yet
this development produced its own horrors. Body stealing and the murders
associated with the demand for anatomical specimens revealed the
unintended consequences of a medical system dependent upon a scarce legal
supply of cadavers. The cases of Burke and of Bishop and Williams belong
to the history of murder, but they also belong to the history of medicine and
regulation.

Punishment itself was changing just as dramatically. Execution remains a
recurring outcome in these pages, and the scaffold continues to function as a
public theatre of authority. But the reader will notice how frequently
transportation appears as an alternative. Forgers, thieves, burglars, political
offenders and others are sent across the seas, often for life or for very long
terms. Transportation occupies an ambiguous place in penal history. It could
save an offender from the gallows, and in that sense it could represent mercy.
It also meant forced removal from home, family and country, followed by
labour and subjection within a colonial penal system. A commuted death
sentence was not the same thing as freedom. The choice was often between
forms of severe punishment rather than between punishment and mercy.

Australia enters the volume not merely as a destination but as a penal and
political space in its own right. The case of Alexander Pearce, the
transportation of convicted offenders, and the prosecution of Charles
Kinnaister and others for the murder of Aboriginal people demonstrate the
widening geographical reach of British criminal justice. Here the history of
punishment intersects with colonialism. Law travelled with empire, but it did
not operate in a social vacuum. The treatment of transported prisoners,
settlers, soldiers, Indigenous people and colonial officials forces us to ask
again a question that ran throughout Volume I: harsh for whom, and
protected for whom?

Class and privilege are equally visible at home. One of the last major
cases in the volume, the trial of the Earl of Cardigan before the House of
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Lords, dramatizes a legal system in which rank literally altered the forum of
trial. Cardigan was not tried as an ordinary defendant before an ordinary jury.
He was tried by his peers. The proceeding was legal, ceremonial and
constitutionally established; it was also a vivid reminder that equality before
the law was an aspiration imperfectly realized within a society structured by
rank. Other cases show the opposite end of that hierarchy: labourers,
servants, sailors and the poor facing institutions whose procedures they could
barely influence.

Gender remains another important dividing line. Women appear less
frequently than men among the defendants in serious violent crime, but when
they do appear the narratives often impose upon them an additional moral
judgment. Female offenders could be represented not simply as lawbreakers
but as violators of expectations concerning femininity, sexuality, domesticity
and care. Cases involving abduction, rape, domestic murder and the
exploitation of young women reveal a legal order in which women's
vulnerability and women's agency were both understood through assumptions
very different from those of the present day. A modern edition should
preserve the historical record without preserving its prejudices as
unquestioned truth.

The law of responsibility itself was also being tested. Edward Oxford's
1840 trial for shooting at Queen Victoria is one of the clearest examples. The
question was not merely whether he had fired the pistols, but what his mental
condition meant for criminal responsibility. Other cases similarly bring
insanity, incapacity and medical interpretation into the courtroom. The
movement from moral description toward psychological and medical
explanation was incomplete and uneven, but it marks an important
development in the modern history of criminal responsibility.

The decline of the so-called Bloody Code should therefore not be
imagined as a single humanitarian decision after which a cruel system
became humane. Penal change occurred through legislation, judicial practice,
commutation, institutional experimentation, political pressure and changing
sensibilities. Capital punishment contracted unevenly. Transportation
expanded and then became controversial. Prisons were reformed and
criticized in turn. The police became more professional and more powerful.
Each reform solved certain problems while creating new ones. That pattern
should make us cautious about any history of punishment told as a simple
march of progress.

The riots in this volume reinforce that caution. A riot is both an offence
and a social event. It may involve assault, arson, looting and killing, but it
may also reveal failures of representation, economic distress, hostility to
institutions or resistance to authority. Pelham often writes from the
standpoint of order, and the language of his narratives can be severe toward
crowds. Yet even within his accounts we can see the difficulty of assigning
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responsibility when thousands of people gather, soldiers are deployed,
officials make decisions under pressure and violence spreads through a city.
Criminal responsibility is individualized by the courtroom, but collective
disorder does not arise from isolated individuals alone.

This volume also invites comparison between public punishment and
public information. The scaffold remained a spectacle, but the expanding
press gave criminal justice another audience. Trials, confessions, executions,
riots and notorious murders circulated through newspapers and printed
accounts with extraordinary speed. Pelham's own book belongs to that
expanding marketplace of crime. He condemns sensational conduct while
participating in its narration. The contradiction is familiar. Modern societies
likewise criticize the sensational treatment of crime while consuming it
avidly through television, podcasts, streaming documentaries and social
media.

The relationship between punishment and spectacle therefore changes
rather than disappears. In Volume I I suggested that the eighteenth-century
spectator travelled to the punishment, whereas the modern spectacle travels
to the spectator. Volume II shows an intermediate stage. Crowds still gather
beneath the scaffold and in the streets, but print culture increasingly carries
the trial and execution beyond the physical place where they occur. The
criminal becomes a public character through representation as much as
through punishment itself.

The cases that follow should consequently be read as more than moral
tales. They are fragments of an institutional history: the history of
prosecution, policing, evidence, political authority, punishment, mercy and
public opinion. Some defendants were plainly guilty of terrible crimes.
Others were acquitted. Some received death sentences that were carried out;
others were reprieved or transported. Some cases expose brutality by
offenders; others expose brutality, corruption or inequality within systems of
control. The point is not to reverse Pelham's morality and make every
criminal a victim. It is to restore uncertainty where the historical record
contains uncertainty, and to distinguish condemnation from explanation.

By 1841 Britain had not become a modern penal state in the form we
would recognize today, but it had moved decisively away from the world
with which Volume I began. The criminal law was narrower in its use of
death. The police were more institutionalized. Imprisonment was becoming
more central. Transportation had become a major instrument of punishment
and empire. Political reform had altered the constitutional landscape. Medical
knowledge was becoming increasingly important in trials. Yet execution
remained public, prisons remained harsh, transportation remained severe,
class remained powerful and the appetite for criminal spectacle remained
undiminished.
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That mixture of continuity and change is the central subject of Volume II.
The reader should again ask what happened after the crime. But now an
additional question becomes unavoidable: what was happening to
punishment itself? Across these cases, the answer is not abolition but
transformation. The scaffold is still there, but it is beginning to lose its
monopoly over the imagination of justice. Around it are growing the
institutions that would define the nineteenth-century penal world: the prison,
the police, the colony, the medical expert and the mass press.

Camden Pelham called these stories chronicles of crime. Read together,
they are also chronicles of a penal revolution that was not announced as a
revolution and was never complete. The cruelty of the old order did not
simply vanish; some of it was displaced, hidden or reorganized. The
challenge for the modern reader is therefore the same as before: not merely to
ask whether our punishments are less spectacular than those of the past, but
whether they are more just.
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CASES
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Thomas Brock, John Pelham, And

Michael Power,
Convicted of coining

IN the year 1816, when Sir
. Matthew Wood was lord mayor of
" London, several conspiracies of a
. most diabolical nature were detected,
and some of the conspirators
punished. The conduct of the chief
& magistrate was such as to do honour
= not only to his understanding and
ability, but to his disinterestedness
and humanity.

The legislature, with the intention
of stimulating the exertions of police-
officers, and inducing others to give
information, had awarded certain
rewards to the parties who should
contribute to the conviction of
offenders against the laws. The object
was laudable, but it was capable of
great perversion, and was liable to many objections; it gave the prosecutor an
interest in the conviction of the accused, and on that account tended to
impress the public with the belief that the condemnation, and not the acquittal
of the prisoner, was the object of our criminal laws. Yet it is an indubitable
fact that, for ten years preceding 1816, victims were brought up, session after
session, to be convicted of crimes to which they were seduced by the very
men who gave evidence against them, that they might revel on the “blood
money,” or make use of it to provide other victims for the law. Several of
those connected with the police-offices, particularly the patroles, were
detected in this traffic of blood;[A] but only one officer of any note, named

Vaughan, was convicted of this most atrocious

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

The jury, without hesitation, crime.
however, brought in a verdict : : : :
of Guilty, and the prisomers The Jury, Wlthout hesﬁa‘uon, hoyvever,
were transported. brought in a verdict of Guilty, and the prisoners

were transported.

The three Irishmen were then pardoned; and the lord mayor having
interested himself in their behalf, a subscription was opened, and they were
enabled to return to their own country, and there to purchase small farms.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

George Vaughan, Robert Mackey, And

George Brown
Convicted of a conspiracy

WHILE the lord mayor was
detecting the “men of blood” in
the city, the magistrates at
Bow-street were not less
meritoriously employed in
tracing similar crimes to a

police-officer, named Vaughan,

and several others not
immediately employed by the
magistrates, but who were well
known as loungers about the
different offices. Several of

these atrocious wretches were

apprehended, and many
revolting circumstances
disclosed.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

George Vaughan, Robert Mackey, and George Brown, were tried at the
Middlesex sessions, on the 21st of September 1816, on a charge of
conspiring to induce William Hurley, Michael Hurley, William Sanderson,
William Wood, aged thirteen, and Dennis Hurley, to commit a burglary in the
house of Mrs. M‘Donald, at Hoxton; and, by having them convicted of the
fact, thereby procure for themselves the rewards given by parliament for the

conviction of housebreakers.

The case was clearly proved against the prisoners; and it appeared that
through the instrumentality of one Drake, who had been an acting lieutenant
in the navy, the dupes were employed to commit the burglary, and that on
their proceeding to Mrs. M‘Donald’s house,

the three prisoners came up and took them

into custody.

The prisoners being found guilty were
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment in the
house of correction, and ordered at the

Vaughan was tried on a
subsequent day for a robbery in
the house of one James Poole, on
the 16th of December 1815, and
being found guilty was sentenced
to be transported.

conclusion of that time to find security for their future good behaviour.
Vaughan was tried on a subsequent day for a robbery in the house of one
James Poole, on the 16th of December 1815, and being found guilty was

sentenced to be transported.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Cashman
Executed for a felony committed at the
spafields’ riots

~ ON the cessation of the protracted
e @ war which consigned Buonaparte to St.

A Helena, Great Britain found herself
subject to those temporary domestic
N & difficulties which always succeed a
w h"\*\ sudden return from hostility to peace.
f;ﬁ The revulsion was felt by nearly every

individual in the kingdom; agriculture,

trade, and commerce became, for the

instant, almost torpid, and thousands of

the labouring classes were thrown out of
employment. In this moment of paramount distress, the evil-minded and the designing,
taking advantage of the disposition of the people, and urged by personal considerations,
continued those attacks upon the ministry of the country which they had hitherto made
without that success which they required, and the people, whose attention was now
withdrawn from the object which had hitherto served to keep their minds occupied,
were easily led away and persuaded that the dangers and difficulties which appeared to
exist were the result of bad management only, and were of a nature likely to be
permanent, and most injurious to their well-being. The existence of the evil was
attributed to some defects which were pointed out in the representative system; and as
this was considered to be the root of the evil, the name of radical (from radix, the Latin
word for a root) was given to the persons who espoused these new opinions.
Thistlewood, Watson, and Hunt, were the most notorious of these agitators, who, as it
will hereafter appear, met with very different fates. Thistlewood was hanged; Watson
escaped to America; Hunt, by a most extraordinary circumstance, eventually became a
member of parliament.

On the HlOIl’llIlg Of the CXCClltiOIl great When he arrived at tlfe s.caffo{d the

. mob expressed great indignation by
precautions were taken to prevent any groans, and hisses, in which he
disturbance, and troops and constables were j';""""" ] 110 O G TG LA G

ength completed his preparations,
placed throughout London to quell any the drop fell in the midst of his
appearance of riot. At eight o’clock Cashman abusive exclamations.
was brought from his cell, and he appeared
perfectly composed, but exhibited a great deal of levity. As he passed through the Press
Yard, he exclaimed with an oath, that he wished a forty-four pounder would come and
cut him in two, rather than he should go into Jack Ketch’s hands.

On his leaving the prison, he bid every one good-bye whom he met, and exhibited
great want of feeling. When he arrived at the scaffold the mob expressed great
indignation by groans, and hisses, in which he joined; and the executioner having at
length completed his preparations, the drop fell in the midst of his abusive
exclamations.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Watson The Elder, James Watson The
Younger, Arthur Thistlewood, Thomas

Preston, And John Hooper
Indicted for high treason

AFTER the military had dispersed
the rioters on the 2nd of December
1816, Dr. Watson, his son, and
Thistlewood, quitted London in haste,
and were pursuing their journey into the
country when the patrole stopped them
at Highgate on suspicion of their being
highwaymen; what helped to confirm
this opinion was, the circumstance of a
pistol protruding itself from Dr.
Watson’s breast, in consequence of
which he made him prisoner, but with
considerable difficulty; and in the
squabble which ensued, the younger
Watson and Thistlewood made their
escape. Some people coming out of a

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

Watson having declined to make any
defence after the ability displayed by

public-house at this instant, the doctor was his counsel, Lord Ellenborough

. : : proceeded to charge the jury, who
given in charge to them, }yhlle the patrol.e returned a verdict of acquittal,
went in pursuit of the fugitives. During his founded apparently upon the

incredibility of the testimony of the

absence the doctor made an unsuccessful :
witness Castles.

effort to regain his freedom, and in the
struggle stabbed one of his detainers with a
cane-sword.

For this offence or accident, Dr. Watson was indicted at the Old Bailey on
Tuesday, January the 21st 1817, charged under the cutting and maiming act; but
the counsel for the prosecution having stated the case, the judge who presided
suggested the necessity of stopping it, as the
indictment could not be supported.

The subsequent proceedings
against Thistlewood and his Watson having declined to make any
companions, which terminated | jofonce after the ability displayed by his
more unfavourably for the
safety of the former, will be counsel, Lord Ellenborough proceeded to
given hereafter. charge the jury, who returned a verdict of
acquittal, founded apparently upon the

incredibility of the testimony of the witness Castles.

The subsequent proceedings against Thistlewood and his companions, which
terminated more unfavourably for the safety of the former, will be given hereafter.

14



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Patrick Devann
Executed for the murder of the lynch family

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

IN the county of Louth in Ireland, and at the distance of about nine miles
from the town of Dundalk, stood some years ago a house called Wild-Goose
Lodge—a name conferred upon it from its whimsically chosen situation on a
small peninsula jutting into a marsh meadow, which was occasionally
transformed into a lake by the winter floods of the Louth. In summer, the
residence was reached from the meadow without difficulty; but during
winter, the case was very different, it being then approachable only by a
narrow neck of land hemmed in by the surrounding waters. Lynch had been
successful in improving a few fields attached to his dwelling, and somewhat
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elevated above the yearly inundations; he was in the habit also of raising a
considerable quantity of flax, which he manufactured into cloth, and carried
to the adjoining markets of Dundalk or Newry, where it was readily sold to
advantage. By these means he rose in respectability among his neighbours,
and comfort and contentment smiled around his dwelling. But an evil hour
came, and he himself was unhappily in some measure instrumental in
bringing it on.

An illegal association, bound by secret oaths, sprung up among the Roman
Catholics living around Wild-Goose Lodge. Lynch, though a moderate man,
believed that such a combination, on the part of those who held the same
opinions with himself, was necessary to counteract similar demonstrations on
the opposite or Protestant side, and he therefore joined the association. Their
numbers, however, speedily increased so much as to submit the family to
great inconvenience; and their views, besides, so far exceeded Lynch’s own
in violence, as to place him under just apprehensions lest he should be held as
the leading promoter of all that might be said or done by those who made his
dwelling their nightly haunt. Forced to act, in this dilemma, for the sake of
himself and his family, he came to the resolution of desiring his neighbours
to assemble no more under his roof. This interdict excited a strong feeling of
ill-will against him among the leaders of the combination, and they
afterwards habitually gave him every annoyance they could think of, with the

view of ejecting him from the place.

The date of his trial was the .
19th of July 1817, and he was The Wmds. of autumn and the
executed immediately storms of winter had swept the
afterwards. ashes of Wild-Goose Lodge over the
fields which Lynch had cultivated,

ere any one of the actors in this
atrocious crime was brought to justice. But the presence of some of the less
guilty of them having been discovered, and brought home beyond a doubt,
these, in order to save themselves, made a revelation of all they knew and
had seen. Anticipating this, the ringleaders fled to various parts of the
country; but the arm of the offended law overtook them. Devann was found
in the situation of a labourer in the dockyards of Dublin, and others were
taken at different times and places. Eleven were executed; and to mark the
atrocity of their crime, their bodies were hung in chains at Louth and other
spots in the neighbourhood of Wild-Goose Lodge. Devann was executed
within the roofless walls of the house in which his victims were immolated,
and his body was afterwards suspended beside those of his associates.

The date of his trial was the 19th of July 1817, and he was executed
immediately afterwards.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Jeremiah Brandreth, William Turner,
And Isaac Ludlam

Executed for high treason

IN an introductory paragraph to our
account of the Spafields’ riot we took
occasion to mention the most prominent _;_
causes of public discontent; and though &%
these had partially disappeared in 1817,
still the impulse given to disaffection
continued to operate for a considerable
time, being protracted by the injudicious
resort of Government to the system of &
spies and informers, who no doubt
fanned that flame of disloyalty which Period Newgate illustration of
had nearly caused a traitorous explosion a similar incident.
in the county of Derby, more formidable
and appalling than that for which Brandreth and his ill-fated companions suffered.

The agent for Government in the northemn

The demeanour of Brandreth was | districts was a wretch named Oliver, and it is
calm in the extreme, and just before X . . >
the drop fell he cried out to the imagined by some that the miserable individuals
1 bled, “God bl 11, . . . ..
P Lord Castlercagh.” He died | Whose names head this article were his victims.
without a struggle; and when he had To try these rebels, a special commission was
hung the usual half-hour, his head . .
was removed... issued, which was opened at Derby on the 15th of

October 1817. Brandreth was the first put on his
trial; and as the evidence against him was conclusive, he was found guilty. Turner and
Ludlam were also convicted, as well as a young man named Weightman, whose
sentence was afterwards commuted to transportation. Justice being now satisfied,
twelve men pleaded guilty, and the remainder were discharged. Those who pleaded
guilty received sentence of death, but were afterwards respited.

The execution of the convicts was fixed to take place on the 7th of November 1817,
and at a quarter past twelve o’clock at mid-day they were carried to the scaffold on a
hurdle.

The demeanour of Brandreth was calm in the extreme, and just before the drop fell
he cried out to the people assembled, “God bless you all, and Lord Castlereagh.” He
died without a struggle; and when he had hung the usual half-hour, his head was
removed and exhibited at the four corners of the scaffold, the executioner exclaiming,
“Behold the head of a traitor!” From the manner of this functionary the mob were
apprehensive that the head was to be flung in the midst of them, and they rushed back
in great precipitation. They were, however, soon undeceived, and upon the same
course being pursued with regard to Turner and Ludlam, they had regained their
confidence.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Abraham Thornton
Tried for murder

THIS case i1s remarkable, not
only for the lamentable atrocity of
the offence imputed to the
unfortunate prisoner, but from the
fact also of the brother of the
deceased person having lodged an
appeal, upon which the prisoner
demanded “wager of battle,” the
consequence of which was the
repeal of the old law, by which the
wager was allowed in former ages,
and which had already grown into disuse, although it still remained in existence.

Thornton was a well-made young man, the son of a respectable builder, and
was by trade a bricklayer. He was indicted at the Warwick assizes in August
1817, for the murder of Mary Ashford, a lovely and interesting girl, whose
character was perfectly unsullied up to the time at which she was most
barbarously ravished and murdered by the prisoner.

If the appellee were so far vanquished that he could not or would not fight any
longer, he was adjudged to be hanged immediately: and then, as well as if he
were killed in battle, Providence was deemed to have determined in favour of the
truth, and his blood was declared attainted. But if he killed the appellant, or could
maintain the fight from sun-rising till the stars appeared in the evening, he was
acquitted. So also, if the appellant became recreant, and pronounced the word
craven, he lost his liberam legem, and became infamous; and the appellee
recovered his damages and was for ever quit, not only of the appeal, but of all
indictments likewise of the same offence. There were cases where the appellant
might counterplead, and oust the appellee from his trial by battle: these were
vehement presumption or sufficient proof that the appeal was true: or where the
appellant was under fourteen, or above sixty years of age, or was a woman or a
priest, or a peer, or, lastly, a citizen of London, because the peaceful habits of the

citizens were supposed to unfit them for
But if he killed the appellant, or battle

could maintain the fight from . .
sun-rising till the stars appeared It is almost needless to add, that this

in the evening, he was acquitted. | remnant of barbarity has now ceased to
exist, an act of parliament, the
introduction of which was attributable to the above case, having removed it from
the pages of the lawbooks by which our courts are governed.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles Hussey

Executed for murder

THE murders of the Marrs and the |
Williamsons were not yet forgotten, when |
others of a nature equally atrocious and
mysterious were committed upon the
persons of Mr. Bird, a retired tallow- |
chandler, who lived at Greenwich, and who
was eighty-three years of age, and his °
housekeeper Mary Simmons, aged forty-
four, on the 8th February 1818.

Mr. Bird, it appears, had amassed a
considerable fortune by his exertions in ,_
trade, and had retired to live on the
competency which he had secured for
himself at a house at Greenwich, where, his :
wife having died about two years before, a
poor woman named Simmons lived with
him in the capacity of housekeeper. Some  perjod Newgate illustration of a
silver spoons, &c. had been stolen, for it similar incident.
was known that such articles were in the
possession of the deceased, but it was
unknown what other property had been carried off; although the only money found
in the house was 31, which were in a secret drawer, and which had apparently
escaped the attention of the murderer. Bird and his housekeeper were in the habit of
retiring to rest at about ten o’clock on every night; but from both of them being
dressed, it was obvious that the murders had been effected before that time. Bird, it
appeared, had been reading, as a book was found open on the table, and a pair of
spectacles was clenched in his hand as he lay. The murderer, it was supposed, must
have obtained admission by the backdoor, as
it was known that the front-door was always | He suffered August 3, 1818, on
kept chained, and was found to be still in the Pennenden Heath, near
same condition. Maidstone, the usual place of

He suffered August 3, 1818, on execution for the county of
Pennenden Heath, near Maidstone, the usual Kent.
place of execution for the county of Kent. He
made no confession except that when asked by the Rev. Mr. Argles if he knew who
did the deed, he replied with eagerness, “I do, [ do.”

In person, the unfortunate prisoner was tall, his hands and feet remarkably large,
and his countenance pallid, mild, and humane. His appearance was apparently that of
a person above his rank in life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Samuel Dick
Convicted of abduction and rape

THIS was a case of revolting
- indelicacy and deep-laid villany.
We shall give it in the words of the
/| counsel retained to prosecute the
| accused at the Carrickfergus
|| assizes, March the 21st, 1818.

“The prisoner, Samuel Dick
(said he) stands indicted for the
forcible abduction and subsequent
defilement of Elizabeth Crockatt,
the prosecutrix. She is a young
§ woman of respectable family in

' Derry; and upon the death of her

¢ father she became possessed of
about two thousand six hundred
Period Newgate illustration of a pounds: this property, her youth,
similar incident. being scarcely seventeen, and her

personal attractions, have been the

causes of two different atrocious

outrages, for the purpose of obtaining possession of them. From the fatigue she had
suffered the two preceding nights, joined to the anxiety of mind she had undergone,
she fell asleep; and found on awaking, that in place of Miss Dick being her
bedfellow, the prisoner at the bar was. The next morning the prisoner attempted to
soothe the prosecutrix by promises of marriage, and went to Dr. Cupples, of Lisburn,
to procure a licence, leaving his sister and

English, where she was protected | the other person to watch over her till his
until delivered into the hands of return; in spite of them, she contrived to
her uncle.” This statement being escape to the house of a Mr. English,

supported by the evidence, the . .
jury without hesitation found the where she was protected until delivered

prisoner Guilty—and he was into the hands of her uncle.”

B D G0 This statement being supported by the
evidence, the jury without hesitation
found the prisoner Guilty—and he was sentenced to death.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Robert Johnston
Executed for robbery

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE extraordinary circumstances attending the execution of this
unfortunate man give his case a melancholy interest. Our readers,
doubtless, recollect the singular conduct of the Edinburgh mob, at the
execution of Porteous. A scene, if possible more disgraceful, occurred
on the present occasion.

Robert Johnston was a native of Edinburgh, where he spent the first
part of his life without reproach. His parents were poor, and Robert was
employed as a carter. In his twenty-fourth year he got into bad company,
and was engaged in the robbery of a chandler in Edinburgh, and being
apprehended he was brought to trial with two others, and found guilty.
His companions had their sentence commuted to transportation for life,
but on Johnston the law was ordered to be put in force.

The execution was directed to take place on the 30th December 1818,
and on that day, the judgment of the law was carried out, but under
circumstances of a most extraordinary nature. A platform was erected in
the customary manner with a drop in the Lawnmarket, and an immense
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crowd having assembled, the unfortunate culprit was brought from the
lock-up house at about twenty minutes before three o’clock, attended by
two of the
magistrates,
The period of his imprisonment the

. ] . Reverend
having expired, he again made a |\, 1.

public entry into London; but he cries of

found that the times had changed, | horror from
the populace

even during that short time. continued to
increase
with
indescribable vehemence; and it is hard to say how long this horrible
scene might have lasted, had not a person near the scaffold, who was
struck by a policeman, while pressing onward, cried out ‘Murder!’
Those who were not aware of the real cause of the cry imagined that it
came from the convict, and a shower of stones, gathered from the loose
pavement of the street, compelled the magistrates and police
immediately to retire. At last, after a considerable interval, some of the
police-officers laying hold of him, dragged him trailing along the
ground, for about twenty paces, into the office, where he remained
upwards of half an hour, while he was attended by a surgeon, bled in
both arms, and in the temporal vein, by which suspended animation was
restored; but the unfortunate man did not utter a word. In the meantime a
military force arrived from the Castle under the direction of a
magistrate, and the soldiers were drawn up in the street surrounding the
police-office and place of execution.

The period of his imprisonment having expired, he again made a
public entry into London; but he found that the times had changed, even
during that short time. The public prosperity had banished discontent,
and with it that wild enthusiasm, which had before been exhibited in his
favour, and he was greeted with none of those demonstrations of delight
which had been before exhibited. He made several attempts to arouse the
lethargy of his former admirers, but in vain; and he at length betook
himself to repair his broken fortunes by the manufacture of English
coffee, with roasted corn, and subsequently in 1824 he added that of
blacking; and so successful was he in this enterprise, that “Hunt’s
matchless” became almost as celebrated as the polish of Messrs. Day
and Martin.

Mr. Hunt was subsequently returned as member for Preston in
Lancashire, and he died while yet representing that place in parliament.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Arthur Thistlewood, Richard Tidd, James
Ings, William Davidson, And John Thomas

Brunt
Executed for high treason

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

OUR readers will be somewhat prepared for the case of these
notorious criminals by the perusal of the proceedings of those persons,
whose discontent had already brought them within the lash of the law; as
well as by the repetition of the name of Thistlewood, whose
acquaintance and connection with Dr. Watson and the other Radical
leaders of the day had rendered him a person whom the officers of
justice deemed it wise to keep under their surveillance. The plot to
which he was a party in the year 1820, and his engagement in which cost
him his life, had for its object neither more nor less than the
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assassination of the whole of his majesty’s ministers, and the consequent
overthrow of the government.

It was not until the 24th
February 1820, that the

Immediately after the execution of .
the traitors, several persons made pubhc. were made aware of
depositions before Alderman Wood, the existence of the infernal
stating the numerous attempts of machinations of this band of
Edwards to seduce them from their | desperadoes, and then only
allegiance, and the worthy alderman | did they learn it through the
applied to the secretary of state to medium of the public press,
have the villain apprehended, but he which at once announced its
refused to interfere. existence and its frustration.
Ere the morning had passed,
however, a proclamation was plentifully distributed throughout the
leading thoroughfares of the metropolis, offering a reward of 10001. for
the apprehension of the notorious Arthur Thistlewood, on a charge, of
high treason and murder; and denouncing the heaviest penalties against
all who should harbour or conceal him from justice.

There is little doubt that the Cato-street plot was “got up” by him,
although he found the unfortunate men who were hanged willing
instruments in his hands. He furnished the means of providing the
destructive weapons which were found in their possession, and he
actually made the grenades himself; and when Thistlewood had escaped
from Cato-street, he conducted him to the lodgings where he was next
day apprehended.

Immediately after the execution of the traitors, several persons made
depositions before Alderman Wood, stating the numerous attempts of
Edwards to seduce them from their allegiance, and the worthy alderman
applied to the secretary of state to have the villain apprehended, but he
refused to interfere. A motion was made in the House of Commons a
few nights afterwards by the same alderman; but, although some debate
took place upon the subject, no effect was produced other than the
exposition of the system which had been resorted to. An indictment was
next preferred before the grand jury of the county of Middlesex, upon
which a true bill was found; but although a reward of 100l. was offered
for the apprehension of Edwards, he was nowhere to be found; and it
was eventually discovered that he had gone to New Brunswick, to avoid
the unpleasant consequences to which his conduct might have subjected
him.
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THE case of these offenders exhibits &
the most reckless and horrible depravity. -

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Scanlan, Esq., And Stephen

Sullivan
Executed for the murder of mrs. scanlan

Mr. Scanlan, it appears, was the son
of a most respectable gentleman, resident | &=
in the county of Limerick, Ireland, and |
was allied to persons of the first
distinction. His father died during his |
infancy; and having early become |
possessed of a handsome competency, he |
entered the army. He held the
commission of a lieutenant, and Sullivan,
his fellow murderer, was a soldier under his command. At the conclusion of
the war, Mr. Scanlan was put upon half-pay, and Sullivan being also
discharged with a pension, he accompanied his late commander home, in the
capacity of his servant. He was also a native of Limerick, and though not
more than thirty-two years of age, was much older than his master, who had
not attained twenty-five years.

The Assassin disarmed by a smile. P. 02.

Young Scanlan, on his way to Limerick, where he proposed residing,
stopped for some time in Dublin; and he there found an opportunity of
ingratiating himself into the favour of a thoughtless but lovely girl of fifteen
years of age, the niece of a Mr. Conery, a ropemaker. The gentlemanly
appearance and polished address of Scanlan, aided by his protestations of
love and tenderness, flattered the vanity of the poor girl; but she would not
listen to him on any but honourable terms. She acknowledged her partiality
for him, and charged him, if he was sincere, to make her his wife; and to this
proposal he affected to consent, after a condition had been agreed on: which
was, that she was to keep her marriage a secret from her uncle, lest his
friends should hear of it—an event which he seemed to regard as pregnant
with ruin to him.

The trial of Sullivan, however, | This story has supplied the author

revealed his own and his master’s guilt; | ©f “Tales of Irish Life” with the
d th hol . " f th materials of a most interesting
and the whole circumstances of the | gretch called “The Poor Man’s

frightful deed then came fully to light. Daughter.

This story has supplied the author of
“Tales of Irish Life” with the materials of a most interesting sketch called
“The Poor Man’s Daughter.”
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Nesbett
Executed for the murder of mr. parker and
his housekeeper

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE night of Friday the 3rd of March 1820, was marked by the
perpetration of a murder, not exceeded in point of atrocity by any whose
circumstances are detailed in our Calendar of Crimes. It bears a striking
resemblance to that committed by Hussey; for the victims were an old
gentleman and his housekeeper—a Mr. Thomas Parker, aged seventy,
and Sarah Brown, about forty-five years old.

Mr. Parker had been a working jeweller in London, where he had
made a fortune sufficient to enable him to retire to Woolwich, where he
resided for twenty-three years. His house was situated in Mulgrave-
place, Red Lion Street, at a short distance from the Artillery Barracks.
He was an inoffensive, gentlemanly man, and was much respected by
the whole neighbourhood.
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The friends of Miss Goold, who comprised the wealth and
respectability of the county of Cork, instantly set about recovering the
injured lady. The pursuit was continued from day to day for three weeks;
and the vigilance of her friends was only evaded by her being removed
from house to house, and from cabin to cabin; and even once, by her
being exposed for a whole day and night to the inclemency of the
weather on a bleak mountain, when she had the agony of seeing her
friends at a distance, but was prevented from calling to them, or flying
to join them, by a ruffian, who stood sentinel over her with a loaded
pistol. The men whose names head this article, except Fitzmaurice and
Costello, were brought to trial on the 29th of July 1822, at Limerick.
Miss Goold appeared to give evidence, and her narrative, which she
delivered with modest dignity, procured her the willing sympathy of a
crowded court. The prisoners were found Guilty—Death; but the three
Leahys and Cussen were subsequently discharged, on a point of law
operating in their favour.

On the 23rd of August following, Walter Fitzmaurice, better known at
the time as Captain Rock, pleaded guilty at the Cork assizes; and, along
with Costello, who was found guilty on the solitary evidence of Miss
Goold’s brother, who swore to his having seen him on the night of the
abduction, received sentence
of Death.

On the ensuing Saturday, On the ensuing Saturday, Costello
Costello underwent the | underwent the awful sentence of the
law, but Fitzmaurice was respited,
something having arisen in his
favour, principally on the ground of
his having pleaded guilty in
consequence of the judge refusing to
put off his trial in the absence of...

awful sentence of the law,
but Fitzmaurice was
respited, something having
arisen in  his  favour,
principally on the ground of
his having pleaded guilty in

consequence of the judge

refusing to put off his trial in the absence of a material witness.
Costello, to the last, declared his innocence, not only of the crime for
which he was convicted, but of any connexion whatever with the White
Boys.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Philip Stoffel, And Charles Keppel

Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

ON Tuesday night, April the 8th, 1823, a most inhuman murder was
committed at Clapham, on the body of Mrs. Elizabeth Richards, a widow
of seventy-five years of age. Richards found her dead, lying on her back
in the parlour, with an apron stuffed into her mouth. On examination it
was found that robbers had perpetrated the dreadful deed, as the pockets
of the deceased had been violently torn from her side, her watch and some
money taken, as well as several articles of wearing apparel. The villains,
however, had missed the principal object of their attack, for a large sum
of money had escaped their search, which was concealed in an upper
room. Upon an examination of the person of the deceased lady, it
appeared that she had been smothered. She had been left by age only two
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teeth, and one of these was forced down her throat by the violence with
which the wretches had thrust the apron into her mouth, with the view, no
doubt, of preventing her from giving alarm. A paper parcel was found in
the hall, on which was written “Mrs. Bell, hat Mrs. Richards, Clapham.”

The sensation produced by this unprovoked murder was so great, that a
public meeting was called in a day or two at Clapham, and a reward of
two hundred guineas offered for a discovery of the murderers. The active
officers of Union Hall police-office in the course of a week apprehended a
suspicious character, Philip Stoffel, nephew to Mrs. Seeing himself
detected, he exclaimed, “It is of no use—I was at the murder!” He then,
unsolicited, gave a full account of the whole transaction, and
acknowledged who were with him at the time. Previously, however, to
this confession, another of the gang, named Thomas Scott, a rat-catcher,
was in custody, and had been admitted king’s evidence. In his confession,
which gave a minute account of the whole transaction, he stated that the
robbery was planned by Stoffel, who called in the aid of himself, Keppel,
and one Pritchard, but that the murder was the act of Keppel alone, Stoffel
particularly desiring that they would not hurt his aunt. Though Mrs.
Richards did not move, Scott declared that he did not think she was dead,
but only that she had
fainted.

The unhappy wretches continued, up
. to the day of their execution, which
Having been declared | took place at Horsemonger-lane jail
guilty by the jury, the | on the 28th July, 1823, to exhibit the
learned judge (Mr. Serjeant | utmeost levity of demeanour, but were
Onslow) put on the black | at length brought to a just sense of
cap, and passed the awful their condition on the morning of
sentence of the law upon their...
the  prisoners.  Keppel,
whose conduct throughout the whole transaction had been most
thoughtless and hardened, then directly addressed the court in the most
abominable language. He told the judge, that he was a bloody old rogue,
and damned him and his laws together; and was only prevented from
continuing his abuse, by his being forcibly removed from the dock.

The unhappy wretches continued, up to the day of their execution,
which took place at Horsemonger-lane jail on the 28th July, 1823, to
exhibit the utmost levity of demeanour, but were at length brought to a
just sense of their condition on the morning of their death, and were
turned off, professedly lamenting their past misspent life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Thurtell And Joseph Hunt

Convicted of murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

FOR cold-blooded villany in its conception, its planning, and its
perpetration, this murder must be allowed to stand unparalleled. The
sensation which it created throughout the country was such, as was probably
never exceeded in any previous case.
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John Thurtell, the principal actor in the affair, was the son of a respectable
and worthy man, Alderman Thurtell of Norwich, who twice filled the office
of mayor of that city. Early in life he went to sea, and on his return obtained a
lieutenant’s commission in the German Legion, then serving in Portugal. He
also served in Spain, and was at the storming of St. Sebastian. In 1821 he was
residing at Norwich as a bombasin manufacturer, and in that year, he came to
London to receive 4001. for goods which he had sold to a respectable house,
and which, on his return, he was to pay among his creditors. Instead of doing
so, however, he fabricated a story that, as he was walking along a lonely spot,
near Norwich, he was stopped by footpads, and robbed of it; but his creditors
did not hesitate to tell him that he had invented this tale for the purpose of
defrauding them; and, to avoid their importunities, he set off for London, in
company with a girl, with whom he had lived for some time. Here he
commenced business, in conjunction with his brother Thomas, but soon
failed. On the 26th of January, 1823, their premises in Watling-street were
burnt down, and very strong suspicions were entertained that the fire was
wilful, and that the object of the Thurtells was to defraud the insurance-
office.

We cannot close our notice of this case, without bringing under the
attention of the reader a report which was in circulation for a considerable
period after the last sentence of the law had been carried out on this unhappy
man, and which obtained almost universal credit. We have already alluded to
Thurtell’s connexion with the sporting world, and especially with that portion
of it which patronised the manly exercises of the “Ring.” Admirable as we
shall ever hold that custom to be, which has been so often cried down, but
which has always had for its object the maintenance of those principles, by
which the courage of the British nation has been in no small degree
supported, in opposition
to that frightful and un-
English alternative, “the | We have only to add that Hunt
knife,” we cannot but was reprieved, and was
admit that some of the subsequently ordered to be

members of the body, .
through whose transported for life.

instrumentality  those
principles have been sought to be upheld, have at times exhibited themselves
to be unworthy the notice and patronage which they have received. It was
reported, also, that the scheme proposed was communicated to Thurtell by a
confidential friend, and that he, knowing the facility with which the few
javelin-men, who were mostly aged and decrepit, in whose care the
preservation of the peace and of the limits without the scaffold was reposed,
could be overpowered, fully believed, up to the moment of his execution, that
it would be carried into effect. The extreme calmness of demeanour of the
unfortunate prisoner at the place of execution, and the confidence which he
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displayed, added to the anxiety which he exhibited when the ceremony
approached its fatal termination, favour this belief; and although his conduct
in the gaol was of a character to lead to the supposition that he was in reality
prepared to meet that death which he was doomed so soon to receive, it is by
no means unlikely that he was at the same time treasuring up in his own mind
the possibilities of his escape from the fate which awaited him.

With regard to the inducement which we have already noticed as having
been generally believed to have led the wretched man on to the commission
of so foul a crime, namely, the hope of procuring a large booty; for the
supposed “bank” of Mr. Weare was generally believed to amount to nearly
1,000L; from the testimony of the witness Probert, it would appear that he
was unsuccessful in his object, while at the same time the observation made
by Thurtell, on their going to search the body, (itself a corroborative fact,)
that he had got all except the pocket-book, clearly exhibits that the
anticipation was that which we have pointed out. Where or how the “bank”
was disposed of, has never been shown; but there were not wanting those
among the companions of Probert and Hunt, who suggested that it had been
in reality found, and hidden by Thurtell, until an opportunity was afforded for
its removal, unknown to his companions in the plot. It is a well ascertained
fact, that he was not previously in possession of means sufficient to defray
the expenses of a defence, which was known to have cost a very large sum of
money; and it was very generally believed that the produce of the double
robbery of Mr. Weare, and of the prisoner’s companions, from whom he kept
their share of the booty, (if the suggestion thrown out be well founded,) was
applied to the payment of his attorney’s bill.

We have only to add that Hunt was reprieved, and was subsequently
ordered to be transported for life. It was for some time reported that he had
died on his voyage to Australia; but he in fact arrived in Sydney in good
health; and by his excellent conduct while there procured for himself a ticket
of leave, by which he was exempted from all the immediate consequences of
his conviction, although he was not absolutely restored to freedom. He was
subsequently appointed chief constable at Paramatta, a large town in the
interior, when he became generally well liked from his quiet manners; and it
has been reported that he died in the colony, within the last few years, but the
truth of the rumour cannot be ascertained by reference to any document in
this country. Probert met the fate which he so justly deserved within a short
time of his escaping from punishment for his connexion with this case, in a
manner and for an offence which we shall hereafter in due course describe.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Alexander Pierce
Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

ALTHOUGH the offence for which this person was executed did not
occur within the district of our own country, yet as the malefactor was a
British subject, the particulars of the horrid deed of which he was guilty,
and which was of a nature most disgustingly appalling, may not be
considered out of place in our catalogue.
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In the month of November 1823, the prisoner surrendered himself at a
place called Macquarrie Harbour, in Van Diemen’s Land—of which
place it was the penal settlement, and which was therefore inhabited
only by persons twice transported, and the guards necessary to keep
them in subordination—and charged himself with having been guilty of
the murder of one Cox, a convict, who had escaped with him from the
same settlement only a short time before, and whom he had despatched,
for the purpose of preserving himself from starvation by devouring his
flesh. It would be useless for us to go into a detail of the circumstances
proved on his trial at Hobart Town on the 21st June 1824, which were of
a nature far less horrible
than those which he
confessed immediately | I confessed that I had killed him, and
before his execution for accompanied a party in a boat to

the offence with which he bring up his remains, which was
done.” The prisoner underwent the

extreme penalty of the law on the
following morning, for the detestable

This confession was in crimes of which he had been guilty.
the following terms. I

was born in the county of

Fermanagh, in the north of Ireland, where in the 26th year of my age I
was convicted on a charge of stealing six pairs of shoes, and received
sentence to be transported for seven years. On learning that the fraud
was discovered, I was induced once more to make off, and I did so; but
after a stay of about three months in the woods, I was taken by a party of
the 48th regiment, and being tried for the forgery, was found guilty, and
ordered to be transported to the Penal Settlement at Macquarrie Harbour,
for the remainder of my original sentence. I staid there a fortnight, and
made up my mind to surrender myself to Captain Wood, a magistrate on
the river Clyde; but on my way thither, I met Davis and Churton, who
were then desperadoes, and living at the Shannon hut. I threw most of
the flesh away; one piece I carried in my pocket, to show the
commandant that Cox was dead. I confessed that I had killed him, and
accompanied a party in a boat to bring up his remains, which was done.”

charged himself.

The prisoner underwent the extreme penalty of the law on the
following morning, for the detestable crimes of which he had been
guilty. We regret to say, however, that this is not a solitary instance of
persons in the situation of Pierce resorting to similar means for the
preservation of their lives.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Henry Fauntleroy
Executed for forgery

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE station in society which was occupied by this unfortunate gentleman,
together with the long established respectability of the banking-house in
which he was a most active partner, and the vast extent of the heartless

forgeries which he committed,

An almost universal sympathy was
excited in his favour, in consequence
of the melancholy termination of his
career; but many, even to the present
day, have but too powerful reasons to

mourn the crimes of which he was
guilty, depriving them as they did, in

manyi...

gave to his case an intensity of
interest, which has rarely been
exceeded.

The apprehension of Mr.
Fauntleroy took place on the
10th of September 1824,
when he was taken into
custody on a warrant, issued

in consequence of information
being lodged at Marlborough-

street police-office, that it had been discovered that in the month of
September 1820, stock in the three per cents, to the extent of 10,0001., which
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stood in the name of himself, J. Fauntleroy’s co-trustees, and of one of the
subscribing witnesses, had been forged. Fauntleroy was connected was
Marsh, Stracey, Fauntleroy, and Graham, and their banking-house was
situated in Berners-street, where they enjoyed no inconsiderable portion of
public patronage; and the apprehension of Mr. Fauntleroy, on one charge, no
sooner became generally known, than, on inquiries being made, it was found
that he had, under similar circumstances, sold out stock to the enormous
amount of 170,000L., since the year 1814, the whole of which he had
converted to his own use. The most extraordinary degree of interest was, in
consequence, exhibited, and the public, unconscious of the degree of
mischief which might be apprehended, became so alarmed that a run on the
banking-house took place, which was checked by a suspension of payments,
and eventually by a commission of bankruptcy.

Mr. Fauntleroy was dressed in a black coat, waistcoat, and trousers, with
silk stockings and shoes. His appearance had undergone little or no change
since the trial. The necessary arrangements having been completed, the
sheriffs moved forward, and Mr. Springett and Mr. Baker each took hold of
one of the prisoner’s arms; and thus accompanied, he followed the sheriffs
and the ordinary. He never turned his head to the right nor the left till he
reached the foot of the steps leading to the scaffold; and the moment he
appeared the vast crowd took off their hats. In less than two minutes after the
criminal ascended the platform, everything was prepared for his execution.
Mr. Cotton now placed himself before the prisoner, who stood with his face
towards Ludgate Hill, and commenced reading the passage—“Yet, O Lord
God, most Holy! O Lord, most mighty! O holy and most merciful Saviour!
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. Thou knowest, Lord, the
secrets of our hearts;” towards the conclusion of which the trap-door fell, and
the unhappy man died without a

struggle.
An almost universal sympathy was
. excited in his favour, in
An almost universal consequence of the melancholy
sympathy was excited in his termination of his career; but

favour, in consequence of the many, even to the present day, have
melancholy termination of his | but too powerful reasons to mourn
career; but many, even to the the crimes of which he was...
present day, have but too
powerful reasons to mourn the
crimes of which he was guilty, depriving them as they did, in many instances,
of every shilling of what otherwise would have been comfortable
competencies, sufficient to maintain them in respectability through life.
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{ &~ " | George Alexander Wood, And Alexander
JJ. e X Wellesley Leith
‘ \ ’ Indicted for manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE scene of the melancholy event by which one youth, a member of a
noble family, was hurried into an untimely grave, and two others were
brought to the bar of a public court of justice upon a charge of manslaughter,
was at Eton College, and it occurred on Monday the 28th February, 1825.

On the 9th of March, 1825, George Alexander Wood, son of Colonel
Wood, and nephew of the Marquis of Londonderry, and Alexander Wellesley
Leith, were placed at the bar at the Aylesbury Assizes, charged with killing
and slaying the Hon. F. Ashley Cooper, son of the Earl of Shaftesbury. The
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circumstances will be best explained as they appeared in evidence before the
coroner.

On Sunday, the 27th of February, about two o’clock, two young
gentlemen, scholars at Eton, the Hon. F. Many of the scholars were present to
witness the battle; the combatants stripped at four o’clock on Monday
afternoon, and commenced fighting. Some of the “backers” had brought a
quantity of brandy in bottles into the field; and the second of Mr. Cooper
having, in the eleventh round, poured a portion of it down Mr. C.’s throat, he
recovered his wind and strength. The young men continued fighting from
four till nearly six o’clock; and when they were in a state of exhaustion, they
were plied between the rounds with brandy. They fought about sixty rounds;
and at the end of the last round, Mr. Cooper fell very heavily upon his head,
and never spoke afterwards. He was carried off the ground to his lodgings, at
the house of the Reverend Mr. Knapp, by his brothers, who were present at
the fight. He was put to bed; but no medical assistance was sent for till four
hours had elapsed: shortly afterwards he expired.

Other witnesses proved that the deceased was taken home to Mr. Knapp’s,
where he remained for some time under the care of his brother, and that after
the lapse of some hours surgical aid was procured. It was then too late,
however, and he died. On his body been opened, it was he found that he had
died from the rupture of the blood-vessels on the brain.

Upon the arraignment of the defendants they pleaded Not Guilty, and the
witnesses for the prosecution did not answer. Mr. Justice Gasalee having
ordered their recognizances to be estreated, a verdict of Not Guilty was
returned, and the defendants left the bar attended by Lord Nugent, Colonel
Brown, Sir John Dashwood King, and
other persons of distinction.

Justice Gasalee having ordered their
recognizances to be estreated, a
verdict of Not Guilty was returned,
and the defendants left the bar
attended by Lord Nugent, Colonel
Brown, Sir John Dashwood King, and
other persons of distinction.
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E CRIMES AND PUNISHVIENTS THE reader will recognise in

.- CENEWGATE this criminal the participator with
William Probert, .
Executed for horsestealing -7 Hunt and Thurtell in the murder of

Mr. Weare, and the witness who
was examined on the trial of those
offenders, who impeached his
accomplices.

He was apprehended on the
night of Friday the 18th of
| February, 1825, and conveyed to
| Bow-street office, on a charge of
stealing a horse, the property of a
' man named Meredith, a miller,
living near Ruarden in
Gloucestershire. It appeared that
the guilty wretch, after his
- discharge from Hertford jail, where
e ' ' he had been confined as an

Period Newgate illustration of a approver in order that his evidence
similar incident. might be secured at the trial of his
companions in crime, wandered
through the country without an object or a name, and followed by public
execration. Reduced to the most abject state of misery, he at length found an
asylum in the house of his aged mother at Ruarden. Meredith, the miller, was
distantly related to him by marriage; and while paying him a visit, the
unprincipled villain having seen and admired a mare which was in his
possession, marked it for his own. Seizing a favourable opportunity, he carried
the animal off with him to London, and there he disposed of her for 201, having
assumed a fictitious name. He was, however, traced by the miller, and at length
on the 18th February was taken into custody.

The four others who were at

the same time ordered for For this offence he was put on his trial at the
execution met their fate on the . .
Monday following. Old Bailey on the 7th of the following month of

April, and the evidence for the prosecution,
which was clear and conclusive, having been gone into, the prisoner read the
following defence from a written paper:—

His fellow-sufferers were two men, named Sargeant and Harper, for the same
offence of horse-stealing, and another, named Smith, for burglary. The four
others who were at the same time ordered for execution met their fate on the
Monday following.

On this occasion the concourse of spectators was immense, the windows
opposite being crowded as early as three o’clock in the morning, and chiefly with
females.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles Lynn

Tried for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE following are the circumstances attending a murder committed at
Whaddon Chase, Buckinghamshire, in the month of January 1825, which at
the time of its perpetration attracted a considerable portion of the public
attention.

The information which was first published of this remarkable case, was
that on the evening of Wednesday, the 5th of January, two young men took
outside places by the Express coach, from London for Brick-hill, which is
situated about nine miles from Stoney Stratford; and that having arrived at
that place, they slept at the White Lion Inn, and on the following morning
walked on towards Fenny Stratford, one of them carrying a gun in a green
baize bag, while the other had a box on his shoulder. On their being

40



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

overtaken by the Eclipse coach, they mounted it, and rode as far as Whaddon
Chase, where they both suddenly jumped down, and one of them, carrying
the gun, ran into the Chase, which is a wild, unfrequented spot, intersected by
many roads, whither the other followed him. He was now handcuffed, in
order to prevent his making any fresh attempt; but in spite of the utmost
exertions of the officers, he obtained possession of the snuffers, with which
he tried to stab himself in the throat; and having been disappointed in this
project, he swallowed two half-crowns, hoping to choke himself. The
evidence which was taken before the coroner went to prove the
circumstances which we
have stated; and witnesses
having also deposed as to the
finding of the body, and to
the injuries which appeared

Witnesses were then called, who
swore that they believed that the
prisoner was insane, and the jury
o returned a verdict, finding the

to have been 1nﬂlcted, and prisoner guilty of Killing the
which  were ObVIOuSIY the deceased, but declared that he was of
cause of death, a verdict of unsound intellect at the time.
“Wilful murder against
Charles Lynn” was returned.

The prisoner was thereupon ordered to be detained during His Majesty’s
pleasure, and was subsequently confined in an asylum for lunatics.

It appears that the prisoner had been employed by Sir Robert Burnett from
a very early age, and that he was always considered there to bear an excellent
character. Hogg was also engaged in the same establishment, and was a
constant companion of the young man, by whom he was eventually killed. A
considerable degree of suspicion was excited against them on the discovery
of the murder, in consequence of the sudden disappearance of one Mangan,
alias “Long Dan,” who was their fellow workman, and who having been seen
last with Lynn, on Sunday the 2nd of January, at Manor-place, Walworth,
had become suddenly missing. Every inquiry was made for him, and at
length Lynn was questioned upon the subject, but he most solemnly declared
his ignorance of the cause of his quitting his friends, as well as of his hiding-
place; but the observation which he had made, that “Hogg should not have
any of the money,” for a considerable time favoured the suspicions which
were entertained. At length, however, Mangan came forward, and stated that
he had enlisted in the East India Company’s service, for a reason which he
refused to disclose; and Lynn’s statement explained the meaning of the
expression which he had used. The reason for Hogg and Lynn quitting their
work, and going out of town by the Liverpool coach, however, yet remains
concealed.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE
James Evans
Tried for the murder of thomas price

THE scene of the mysterious death
: of Mr. Thomas Price was Manchester,
. where he carried on an extensive
business, as a fustian manufacturer; the
= accused James Evans being in his
employment, as warehouseman.

It would appear that on Friday, the
3rd February 1826, at about noon-time,
the attention of some persons passing
through Marsden-square, Manchester,
was attracted to the premises occupied
by Mr. Price, in consequence of its being discovered that smoke was issuing in
considerable quantities from the window of a room on the first floor, occupied as a
counting-house. It was found that he had received a dreadful fracture on the left
side of the skull, through which the brain protruded; and in the immediate vicinity
of the spot where he lay, several small portions of the brain were observable, as if
they had flown from his head, on his receiving the blow, by which injury was
inflicted. Price was a man of cheerful disposition, and unlikely therefore to commit
suicide; besides which no pistol was found, and the wound was discovered to be of
a nature which could not have been caused by a shot. The only remaining solution
of the mystery therefore was, that which had been first suggested, that the
unfortunate man had been murdered, however improbable it might appear that
such a deed would be committed at noonday, in a building, in which there must
have been other persons at the time, and which was situated in one of the most

crowded places of public business.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

The trial came on at the ensuing
assizes at Lancaster, held in the The prisoner was firm in his protestations
month of March, when a verdict of . . .
Not Guilty was returned, and the of innocence, but he was immediately
prisoner was discharged out of committed for trial to Lancaster Castle. The
custody. case subsequently excited a great degree of
interest; and the most anxious curiosity was
exhibited by the public to procure admittance to the court during the trial. The trial
came on at the ensuing assizes at Lancaster, held in the month of March, when a
verdict of Not Guilty was returned, and the prisoner was discharged out of custody.
The prisoner appears to have been respectably connected in Manchester, but we
are unable to give any minute history of his life. The real circumstances attending
the death of Mr. Price have since continued, and doubtless ever will remain, a

mystery.
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THE case of this detestable villain
is extraordinary in

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

many respects, but o 0 CATE
.y pects, Samuel Gilbert
particularly on Indicted for robbery

account of  the
determined and effectual resistance
offered by a young woman to the
savage attacks of the prisoner, whose
original intention was to violate her !
person, an object which he |
subsequently changed to that of |
robbery. The circumstances of the |
case as they were detailed by the
prosecutrix, whose name is Charlotte
Smith, exhibit a wonderful degree of i
perseverance on the part of the |
prisoner to secure his desires, and on *
the part of the young woman in  Period Newgate illustration of a
resisting his foul attempt. similar incident.

The case came on at the Taunton
assizes, held on the 30th of March 1826, when the prisoner was indicted in the
usual form for a robbery. It appeared that the prosecutrix was twenty-three years of
age, and was the daughter of a decent clothier, living at about a mile out of Frome,
and that the prisoner was a labourer, aged eighteen years, residing at no great
distance from the same place, but that they were unacquainted with each other. The
man said, “Why, you murderous villain, you have got a woman there; are you
going to kill her?”” upon which the prisoner jumped up, and threatened to murder
him if he did not go away. He said that he would be d—d if he cared, and that he
would murder her if she did not give up. She followed in the same direction,
because she did not know her way home, and at length, at three in the morming, she
reached her father’s house in a pitiable plight. In consequence of the injuries which
she received, she remained bedridden during three weeks; and it was much longer
before she recovered her health.

This detail of the ﬁ‘ightful barbality The prisoner subsequently escaped
employed towards her by the prisoner | the capital punishment, which he
produced a strong impression in court, and | "¢™ deserved for this offence on a

. C point of form, but upon being
a verdict of Guilty was returned by the | indicted for the assault with intent to

jury. commit a rape, he was again found
Th . b l d th Guilty and sentenced to two years’
€ prisoner subsequently escape c imprisonment.

capital punishment, which he richly
deserved for this offence on a point of
form, but upon being indicted for the assault with intent to commit a rape, he was
again found Guilty and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Alexander And Michael M‘Keand
Executed for murder

Farraday apprehending Alexander &
Michael M’Keand. P. 110. Vol. 2.

FEW cases have occurred, in which more deliberate and cold-blooded
cruelty has been exhibited by the murderers, than in that which we are
now about to detail, and for their participation in which these unhappy
malefactors underwent the dreadful sentence of the law.

The victim of their crime was a defenceless and unoffending servant,
named Elizabeth Bates, and the circumstances under which they deprived
her of life are as follows:—

On the evening of Monday, the 22nd of May 1826, Alexander
M‘Keand entered the Jolly Carters, public-house, which was situated at
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Winton, near Worsley, in Lancashire, and was kept by a person named
Joseph Blears; and being known to Mrs. Blears, the landlady, took a seat
in the bar, and called for a glass of ale. The girl cried “Murder!” and
succeeded in rising; but the fellow threw her back again, and then again
did something under her ear, with his right-hand, in consequence of
which, as it appeared to the boy, blood flowed over her bosom. The
murderer was doubtless disturbed by the movement of the boy, and
directly approached the bed in which he lay, pressed his hand upon his
mouth, as if intending to despatch him also. Higgins at this moment,
taking advantage of the diversion of the man’s attention, succeeded in
passing him, and jumped over the banisters, but in his doing so, the man
grasped at his shoulder. He, however, escaped and ran out of the house,
and hiding himself in a ditch, was not further pursued.

A circumstance occurred

It appears to be impossible to ascribe about a week. before the
any other motive for the commission murder which may,
of the murder than this; and even perhaps, throw some light
this anecdote can afford no solution | upon the motives which
of the mystery why the dictated it. An action had
servant-woman was first attacked, been brought against
unless their object was to dispose of | Alexander M‘Keand some
the whole of the... time before, for a debt due

to a man named Claworth, a
farmer, residing near Eccles; in consequence of which, he called upon the
attorney who had brought it, and offered to pay the debt if it could be
proved to be due. The attorney told him, that if he would call upon him on
Saturday, he would produce a witness who would prove the debt. He did
call; and they produced Blears, who distinctly stated that he had heard
Alexander admit that he owed the money. Alexander denied that he had
made any such admission, and, as we are informed, uttered some violent
and threatening language towards Blears.

It appears to be impossible to ascribe any other motive for the
commission of the murder than this; and even this anecdote can afford no
solution of the mystery why the servant-woman was first attacked, unless
their object was to dispose of the whole of the family, in order that their
identification as the murderers might be concealed.

45



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles Thomas White

Executed for arson

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS unfortunate young man, who was executed at the early age of
twenty-three for the heinous crime of arson, was born of respectable parents,
and having received a good education, was brought up to the business
followed by his father—that of a bookseller. His father died when he was yet
young, but his mother continued to carry on the shop which her late husband
had opened at No. 265, High Holborn, near Red Lion-street, with a view to
its future occupation by his son. Young White was respectably married at the
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early age of twenty-two, and then he received a sum of 800l. to commence
business on his own account, besides a settlement on his wife of 1000l.,
producing 651. a year, and a further interest in 40001., which would fall to
him on the death of his wife’s mother. Although thus comfortably situated,
however, he was guilty of a crime of the most diabolical nature, which cost
him his life, and which had for its object the destruction of his own premises,
and a consequent fraud upon the Insurance Office.

It appears that the unhappy young man made three attempts to secure his
object; but although considerable injury was done on each occasion, he failed
in attaining the end which he had in view to the full extent of his intention.
The house in which he resided was too large for his purposes, and a portion
of it was therefore let off to a Mr. Lazarus, whose family consisted of his
grandmother, his sister, and a servant. The prisoner also had a servant named
Catherine Taylor, but he had no
family except his wife.

A woman named Amelia Roberts
) was executed with White, and her
On the fatal morning the | conduct and demeanour formed a
prisoner was conducted from his striking contrast to that of her
cell to the press-room by the fellow sufferer.
sheriffs’ assistants, when he
declared that he was quite
prepared, and had but one request to make before he died. Some hesitation
was exhibited in answering him, when he said, that he had a wish that his
arms should not be bound with ropes, but with a handkerchief, which he had
prepared for that purpose. The outraged feelings of the assembled populace
were still to be excited by a more frightful exhibition than they had yet
witnessed. The cries from the crowd were of a frightful description, and they
continued until the executioner had forced the wretched man’s hand from the
cord, and having removed his feet from the platform, had suffered his whole
weight to be sustained by the rope. The distortions of his countenance could
even now be seen by the crowd, and as he remained suspended with his face
uncovered, the spectacle was terrific. The hangman at length terminated his
sufferings by hanging to his legs, and the unhappy wretch was seen to
struggle no more.

A woman named Amelia Roberts was executed with White, and her
conduct and demeanour formed a striking contrast to that of her fellow
sufferer.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Burt

Executed for the murder of his infant son

THE trial of this melancholy
case took place at Lewes on the
Home Circuit, on Friday the 5th
January 1827.

The prisoner at this time was
only twenty-eight years of age,
and the indictment alleged that he
had been guilty of the wilful
murder of his son, Isaac Burt, by
stabbing him with a shoemaker’s

: : knife, at Brighton, on the 22nd of
Period Newgate illustration of a August, in the preceding year.
similar incident.

From the evidence adduced to
sustain the prosecution, it
appeared that the prisoner was married to his wife, a fine young woman, in
July 1825. He then became a toll-collector at Long Ditton; but his wife and
he did not live happily together, and at Christmas in the same year he
quarrelled with her and cruelly beat her with a poker. From that time she did
not live with him, although repeatedly solicited by him so to do. At the end of
May, the child whose murder led to the present indictment was born, and the
mother went to Ditchelling workhouse, taking the infant with her. On the
20th of August the poor woman went to live at the house of Mrs. Young at
Brighton. Two days subsequently the prisoner called to see her; he was
refused admission, but forced his way to the room in which she was with her
child, and in a paroxysm of rage stabbed her repeatedly with a knife, and also
inflicted several mortal wounds on the child
which was in her arms. She rushed out of the |t appears. 1;:"":1 ;“:: d’";f;:s Bt
house with her murdered babe, and the | extraordinary rapidity from
prisoner was secured. place to place.

“Thine for ever, “George Watson.”

It appears from his letters, that he had moved with extraordinary rapidity
from place to place. A variety of blank bills of exchange, ready for use,
together with some bills partly filled up, and others with indorsements, were
found upon the person of the unfortunate man at the time of his
apprehension.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Sheen

Tried for the murder of his child

THE case of this man has always
attracted a considerable portion of public
attention.

The facts of the dreadful affair which we "Y4;
have been enabled to obtain, are as
follows:—The alleged perpetrator of the
horrid act is a native of Radnorshire, South
Wales, and was born about the year 1803.
He obtained his livelihood by chopping
wood, and selling it in bundles about the
streets of the metropolis, as also did his Period Newgate illustration
father and youngest brother, who lived in of a similar incident.
White’s—yard, Rosemary—lane, near Towel-win. unuuvimauvn was uucbdy
given at the Police-office, and Dalton and Davis, the officers, proceeded to
the room, which they searched, but the weapon with which the murderer
committed the deed could not be found; but in one corner of the room they
found his fustian coat and hat, both of them covered with blood. Several
persons went in pursuit of the wretched man; but the only trace they could
obtain of him was, that directly the murder was committed, he was observed
running, in his shirt-sleeves, towards his father’s house, in White’s-yard,
Rosemary-lane, where he was seen
to be?kon. his ‘father out, who was pleaded in bar, and evidence having
also in his shirt-sleeves, and they been given tha’t the real name of the

both went away together. deceased was sufficiently well known

to have enabled the prosecutors to

have stated it properly in the first
indictment, Mr.

A plea of autre fois acquit was then

Sheen was then discharged, but
not until he had received a proper
and most affecting admonition from
the learned judge as to his past life, and a warning to let his future conduct
wipe off the stain, which his position had cast upon his character.

The wretched man is, we believe, still alive, and residing in the vicinity of
the spot which was the scene of his unhappy child’s death; and we regret to
add that he has not unfrequently been the subject of charges before the police
magistrates of the district, upon allegations of riot and intoxication.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Richard Bowers
Transported for “duffing.”

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

THIS offender was one of the most notorious of the class of thieves of
which he was a member.

The particulars of his trial do not reach us in any very perfect form; but the
following is the report of his examination before the magistrates at
Marylebone police-office, upon the charge, upon which conviction finally
ensued, as it appeared in one of the newspapers of the time. The
circumstances detailed well describe the artifices to which a person following
the practices of “Dick Bowers,” as he was familiarly called, had recourse.
Dick was perfectly notorious throughout London; and we believe that there
was scarcely a police-office in the metropolis at which he had not been in
custody. It may be remarked that he had but one leg, the deficiency being
supplied with what he usually denominated a
“timber toe.”

At the ensuing Old Bailey
sessions, Bowers was convicted of
the offence imputed to him, and

on Tuesday, 17th July 1827, he It subsequently turned out that Bowers was a
received sentence of « .
transportation for fourteen years. | ember of the gang of “duffers,” by whom Mr.
Philips had been accosted, and that his violent
effort to procure the return of the property to himself was only a part of the

scheme intended to be put in operation.

At the ensuing Old Bailey sessions, Bowers was convicted of the offence
imputed to him, and on Tuesday, 17th July 1827, he received sentence of
transportation for fourteen years.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

O AT]
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, William
‘Wakefield, And Frances Wakefield

Convicted of the abduction of miss turner

NO case of a similar nature ever
excited one quarter of the degree of
interest which was produced by the
extraordinary abduction of Miss
Tumner, a wealthy heiress, and the
daughter of Mr. Tumer, a &
gentleman  of  the  highest §
respectability living at Shrigley in &
the county of Cheshire, by Mr. =
Edward Gibbon Wakefield. The
notoriety of the case renders it
unnecessary for us to do more than
to give a general history of the

circumstances attending the S
abduction, and the final termination =~ Period Newgate illustration of a
of the proceedings against the similar incident.

defendants, Mr. E. G. Wakefield,
and his brother William, and Mrs. Frances Wakefield.

It would appear that Miss Turner, at the time of this affair, had just entered her
fifteenth year. Her father was a man of large property, and was high sheriff of
Cheshire; and with a view to the proper education of his daughter, who was a
young lady of lively disposition, of quick perception, and besides of great
personal beauty, he placed her at the school of a Mrs. She had continued there
during a considerable time, when in the month of February 1827, Mr. E. G.
Wakefield and his brother William went to Macclesfield on a visit, where they
learned the situation, the wealth, and the beauty of Miss Turner. A design was
soon formed, by means of which they proposed to secure possession of the
person of Miss Turner, and it was but too successfully carried out. With this view
they quitted Macclesfield on the evening of the 5th March, with the professed
object of proceeding to the metropolis on their route to Paris; but instead of
taking the road to London, at seven o’clock on the moming of the 6th of the
same month they presented themselves at the Albion Hotel, Manchester, in a
Wilmslow post chaise. Having purchased a carriage in this place, they went on
towards Liverpool; and at eight o’clock on the moming of Tuesday the 7th
March, the newly bought carriage was driven up to the house of Mrs. Daulby,
and a servant alighting from it presented a letter, which was in the following
terms, and which he professed to have brought with him from Shrigley. It was
addressed to Miss Daulby, and was as follows:—
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At the following assizes for the county of Lancaster, indictments were
preferred against Mr. E. Wakefield, for “having at Liverpool feloniously carried
away one Ellen Turner, spinster, then a maid and heir-apparent unto her father,
William Turner Esq., for the sake of the lucre of her substance; and for having
afterwards unlawfully and against her will married the said Ellen Turner.” An
indictment was also preferred against the same parties, together with Edward
Thévenot, their servant, and Frances Wakefield, their stepmother, who was
alleged to be concerned in the transaction, for a conspiracy; and the grand jury
returned true bills in both cases, in the former, however, reducing the offence to a
misdemeanour only. Justice Park, upon an application by the defendants, refused
to postpone the trial. Upon the 21st of August, public curiosity was excited to the
highest degree, in consequence of its being anticipated that the trial of Mr. The
three defendants were then put upon their trial at Lancaster, Mr. After a trial
which occupied the whole day, and in the course of which the circumstances
which we have already detailed were proved in evidence, the jury returned a
verdict of Guilty against all three defendants. His evidence simply amounted to
proof, that the Messrs. Some one had dressed him in a black coat, and a velvet
waistcoat and breeches of the same colour; the shape of his hat being that
commonly known as the “clerical cock.” He seemed a vulgar fellow, though not
without shrewdness, and that air of familiarity which he might be supposed to
have acquired by the freedom necessarily permitted by persons of a superior rank
in life, to one who was conscious that he had the power of performing for them
clandestinely a most important ceremony. On his entering the witness-box, he
leaned forward towards the counsel with a ludicrous expression of gravity on his
face, accompanying every answer with a knitting of his wrinkled brow, and a
significant nodding of his head, which gave peculiar force to the quaintness of
phraseology which he assumed, and occasionally convulsed the court with

laughter.
It may be well to state that considerable It is only necessary for us
. further to state, that Miss
doubt was at first enjtertamed as to the natu@ Turner was subsequently
of the offence committed by the defendants in married to Mr.

this case. By an act of 3 Henry 7, c. 2, it was
made a capital felony to carry off and marry women, being of substance or heirs
apparent, forcibly. There was another statute, 4 & 5 Philip and Mary, which
referred to the abduction and marriage of such women without force; but there
were subsequent statutes by which those provisions which rendered the offence
capital were repealed. The proceedings against the defendants therefore assumed
the more lenient form which we have described.

It is only necessary for us further to state, that Miss Turner was subsequently
married to Mr. Legh, a gentleman of wealth and consideration in the north of
England, but that she unfortunately died in giving birth to her first child.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Joshua Slade
Executed for the murder of the rev. j.
waterhouse

THE circumstances attending
this atrocious case will be best
described and understood by the
repetition of the confession of
the murderer, while lying in the
<| jail at Huntingdon after his
conviction of the offence for
i which he was executed.
| It would appear that the
| unfortunate gentleman who was
the victim of his crime was a
person of most eccentric habits.
. - 2 ——— ' He was possessed of a rectory, at

Period Newgate illustration of a Stukeley, near Huntingdon, of
similar incident. the value of about 400l. a year;

and attached to the land which he

held was an elegant rectory-house. A like feeling had excited in his mind an
indisposition to pay taxes for more windows than were absolutely necessary
to give light to the apartment which he used; and out of about forty windows
in his house, two only were suffered to remain. He lived constantly in the
kitchen, without any regular female domestic, and performed the office of
cook for himself and his workmen. Every Saturday the reverend gentleman
walked to Huntingdon market, a distance of between three and four miles,
frequently driving his pigs before him; and after having transacted his
farming business, he used to carry home his tea and sugar, and other
necessaries for the week, in a basket. His
Thewretchediman djteriitils known parsimony appears to have

confession applied himself . . .
zealously to the performance of | induced the criminal to commit the foul

his religious exercises, and crime of which he was guilty.
underwent the dreadful sentence . .
of the law at Huntingdon on the A search was made immediately after

1st of September 1827. the confession for the sword, and it was

discovered in the place pointed out. It
was lying within a few paces of the scene of the murder, and it is strange that
it should have remained so long undiscovered.
The wretched man after this confession applied himself zealously to the
performance of his religious exercises, and underwent the dreadful sentence
of the law at Huntingdon on the 1st of September 1827.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Miller
Executed for the violation and murder of
mary anne lane

THIS extraordinary and
most horrid case, which for a
considerable time excited a
very great degree of interest in
the county of Warwick, where
it occurred, and which in
many respects much resembles
that of Abraham Thornton and
Mary Ashford, occurred at a
place named Bishop’s Itchington, near Harbury-field. The trial came on at
Warwick on Friday, August 24th, 1827, when the prisoner William Miller,
who was a man thirty-five years of age, was indicted for the wilful murder of
Mary Ann Lane, on the night of the 26th of May, by casting her into a pond
at Harbury. His brother also picked up a pair of pattens; and then, upon their
raking out the black substance which they had seen, they found it to be the
clothes, covering the murdered body of Mary-Anne Lane. The body of the
deceased was removed from the pond, and upon an examination taking place,
little doubt was left, that the unhappy woman had been violated, and then
barbarously murdered. He was up to his middle in water, and he held her
head down till she was dead, and then he came out of the pit very much
frightened. Upon this the prisoner

was fully committed for trial. He was executed in pursuance of
his sentence on the 27th of

The  circumstances  already August, 1827, professing sincere

detailed having been proved in repentance of the crime of which
evidence before the jury, a verdict he had been guilty.

of Guilty was immediately
returned, and the wretched man
received sentence of death.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

He was executed in pursuance of his sentence on the 27th of August,
1827, professing sincere repentance of the crime of which he had been guilty.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Jones
Tried for the murder of elizabeth jeffe

A MURDER, equal in atrocity, and
somewhat similar in its circumstances to
those of Mr. Bird and his housekeeper at
Greenwich, was committed on the night
of Monday, 1st January, 1828, upon the
| body of a woman seventy-five years old,
named Elizabeth Jeffe, who had the care
of an unoccupied house belonging to a
respectable gentleman named Lett, and

Period Newgate illustration of ~ situated at No. 11, Montague-place,

a similar incident. Russell-square.
It appears that Mr. Lett resided at

Dulwich, and the house in Montague-place, which he had formerly occupied,
being to let, he had placed the unfortunate Mrs. Upon a further inspection of the
deceased’s clothes, it was discovered that her pockets had been rifled; but
although the kitchen drawers were open, and bore the bloody impress of fingers,
and a work-basket was similarly stained, there was nothing further to show that
the object of the murderer, which was evidently plunder, had been attained.
Plum, that the deceased could not have cut herself to such an extent, the fact of
her death being caused by the hand of another was clearly shown, by the absence
of any instrument with which the wound could have been inflicted, although part
of a razor-case was found lying on the floor. Upon an examination of the house
being made, it was found that the hall door was merely on the latch, and the
furniture in the parlour presented an appearance which showed that the murderer
had gone into that apartment after the
T e death of his victim. A publication headed
been executed in Hobart Town, for “The State of the Nation” was found
dg"l‘:: hr:’g;’}g's::;’g'n‘;; ;";’;’Zfl t’;"i . there smeared Wlth blood, and a doe-skin
the murder for which he was tried; | glove for the right-hand, on which marks
but although the idea gained of blood were also visible, was
currency at the time of its being discovered lying on the floor.
thrown out, we...
It has been reported, that he has been
executed in Hobart Town, for bush-
ranging, and that before his death he confessed himself guilty of the murder for
which he was tried; but although the idea gained currency at the time of its being
thrown out, we have no means of ascertaining the degree of credit to which the
story is entitled.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Howard

Convicted of an assault with intent to rob

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE case of this prisoner exhibits a degree of profligacy and bloodthirsty
hardihood, scarcely excelled in any instance in the whole course of the annals
of crime. The culprit was a man whose appearance and conduct showed him
to have received a good education, and to have been in the habit of moving in
a respectable sphere of life. Of his history, however, we are unable to give
any distinct account; and there is great probability that the name under which
he was tried, was assumed for the purpose of concealing his real character.

The prosecutor on the indictment preferred against the prisoner, was a Mr.
Mullay, an Irishman, and it appears that, being desirous to obtain some
mercantile employment, he advertised in the newspapers, offering a loan of
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800L. or 1000L. to any person who should be able to introduce him to such a
situation as he desired. Mullay at once perceived that robbery and murder
were intended, and rushing at his antagonist, he determined to make a
desperate resistance. Cries of “Murder” were repeated by the unfortunate
gentleman, but his assailant, who seemed determined upon finishing him,
declared that it was of no use, for that he had assistants at hand, who would
aid him in “doing for him.” Desperate with the idea that his life would be
violently taken from him, Mr. The door being then immediately opened, the
people of the house entered the room, and the street keeper of Red Lion-
square being called in, the culprit was secured. The room, as well as the
persons of the prisoner and Mr. Mullay, were found to be deluged with
blood; and the latter gentleman having been attended by a surgeon, was
discovered to have received
wounds of a  dangerous
character.

This unfortunate man, who gave
his age in Newgate as only
thirty-three, was, in fact, nearly
On the following day a | forty years old; but his appearance
coroner’s inquest was held on bore out the assertion which he
the body of the deceased man, made.
when a verdict of felo de se was
returned; and his remains were
interred at ten o’clock at night, in the grave-yard adjoining St. Sepulchre’s
church.

This unfortunate man, who gave his age in Newgate as only thirty-three,
was, in fact, nearly forty years old; but his appearance bore out the assertion
which he made. He was born in the town of Naas, in the county of Kildare,
about fifteen miles from Dublin. He there assumed the airs of a person of
fortune; mixed in good society, and for a considerable time lived upon “his
appearance.” His cheats and swindling were of daily occurrence; and in one
instance, having been detected in a transaction of no very honest character, he
only escaped punishment by refunding such portion of the money which he
had obtained as he had not spent, and by giving up his watch and trinkets to
make up the deficiency. He was frequently in prison for debt; first in
Newgate, and afterwards in the King’s Bench, and after his discharge from
the latter place, where he had undergone a detention of three years’ duration,
he was on the point of marriage with the daughter of a gentleman of
respectability, to whom he had represented himself as his brother, Colonel
Montgomery, when the fraud was discovered, and the match broken off, at
the very moment when it was about to be completed. Being now reduced to
the lowest ebb, and having no longer any chance of living upon credit, he
resorted to the circulation of forged bank-notes as affording him the only
means left of obtaining a livelihood.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Corder

Executed for the murder of maria marten

THE murder for which
this most diabolical criminal

merited and justly underwent
! condign punishment, rivalled
in cold-blooded atrocity that
of the wunfortunate Mr.
Weare, and was as foul and
dark a crime as ever stained
the annals of public justice. The wretched victim of his offence was born in
July 1801, and was brought up by her father, who was a mole-catcher at
Polstead in Suffolk, where she received an education far superior to her
situation in life. Possessed of more than ordinary personal advantages—a
pretty face, and a fine form and figure—it is little to be wondered at that she
was beset by admirers; and that, artless and inexperienced as she was, she
should have imprudently fixed her affections upon an unworthy object. An
unfortunate step ruined the character of the young woman, and a second
mishap with a gentleman of fortune, residing in the neighbourhood of her
father’s house, left her a child, which at the time of her death was three years
and a half old. About the year 1826 she formed a third liaison with the man
who became her deliberate murderer.

Corder shooting Maria Marten. P. 147.

William Corder was the son of an opulent farmer at Polstead, and having
become acquainted with the unfortunate girl Marten, the consequence of an
illicit intercourse which took place between them, was a child. From that
time he became much attached to her, and was a frequent visitor at her
father’s house. The child died within a short period of its birth, and from the
circumstances of its having died suddenly, and of Corder having taken it
away at night, and disposed of its body in a manner which he would never
explain, an idea was entertained that it had come unfairly by its death.
However strongly this notion may have taken possession of the public mind,
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after the apprehension of Corder, it does not appear that any real evidence

was ever produced publicly, to support the impression which had got abroad;

but certain it is, that the unhappy girl made use of the circumstance as a
means of endeavouring to procure

We have reason to believe that this Having concluded his address
last assertion, like many of those by a strong appeal to the jury upon

made by the wretched man, was the probabilities of the case, a
totally untrue; and that in reality | number of witnesses were called,

he had been introduced to Mrs. who spoke to the prisoner’s good
character. The Lord Chief Baron
summed up, and a verdict of “Guilty” was returned. At this point the prisoner
was first observed to raise his handkerchief to his eyes; and during the
subsequent passing of the sentence of death, he seemed to be dreadfully
affected. During that evening, the prisoner was constantly attended by the
reverend chaplain of the jail; but notwithstanding the religious exhortations
which he received, he exhibited no inclination to make any confession of his
crime. In the course of the afternoon, it was hinted to him that his defence
could scarcely be believed; but in answer he said that, “Confession to God
was all that was necessary, and that confession to man was what he called
popedom or popery, and he never would do it.” It was subsequently
suggested to him that he must have had great nerve to dig the grave while the
body lay in his sight, when his reply was, “Nobody knows that the body lay
in the barn and in sight, whilst I dug the hole;” but then, suddenly checking
himself, he exclaimed, “O God! nobody will dig my grave.” In the course of
the afternoon, he had a second and last interview with his wife, and the scene
was truly heart-rending. Orridge said that there was no doubt that was very
proper, up to the time at which he was convicted, but that now all earthly
considerations must cease. The wretched prisoner then exclaimed, “I am a
guilty man,” and immediately afterwards made the following confession:—
Pray, sir, was that long?—About a week.

We have reason to believe that this last assertion, like many of those made
by the wretched man, was totally untrue; and that in reality he had been
introduced to Mrs. Corder at a sea-port town, in the course of the summer
before the marriage. They afterwards met at the shop of a pastry-cook in
Fleet-street, and subsequently, singularly enough, the young lady having
answered the advertisement, her next meeting with her future husband took
place at the same shop. Mrs. Corder, whose maiden name was Moore,
previously to her marriage kept a school in the neighbourhood of Gray’s-inn-
lane, and was very respectably connected.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Ann Harris, John Cox The Elder, John Cox
The Younger, Robert Cox, And James Pugh

Convicted of murder

THE case of these diabolical criminals, as
it was proved at the trial, which took place at -
Shrewsbury on the 2nd of August 1828,
before Mr. Justice Gazelee, scarcely finds a
parallel in the whole series which we present
to our readers. It exhibits the dreadful
features, of a mother and father-in-law 9
combining to procure the commission of =
murder, to save their son from justice; and §P%
that son, the object of their solicitude, ==
procuring the conviction of those by whose
means he had been before saved from an
ignominious end, for the offence to which
they had made themselves parties on his
behalf, to relieve himself from the due reward of further crime committed by
himself.

It appeared that, in the neighbourhood of Market Drayton, on the borders of
Shropshire and Staffordshire, there existed a dreadfully depraved set of people; and
that a gang, to the amount, it was said, of from forty to sixty, was confederated for
general purposes of plunder. The nucleus of this gang consisted of several persons,
closely knit by ties of relationship, of connexion, and of neighbourhood, as well as
of guilt; while the general depravity of the district enabled them, as occasion
required, to add to their numbers, to almost any extent. The chief evidence upon
which this latter charge, a capital one, depended, was that of a man who had
occasionally joined in the proceedings of the gang, named James Harrison. First,
they determined to poison him; and Ellson’s father-in-law, John Cox, went to an
apothecary’s shop to buy arsenic for that purpose. The boy in the shop refused to
sell it to him, unless some one else were by, which, as there was no one else in the
house, could not then be the case; and Cox, probably not liking such formal
proceedings, retired.

The miserable convicts were directly | The sentence of the wretched mother
afterwards led to the scaffold, dreadfully of Ellson, and of old Cox, was
agitated, and uttering  ejaculations | > ubsequently changed for that of

ransportation; and with this bare
imploring mercy for their sins; and all | recitation of its facts, we shall close
being in readiness, the drop fell, and they | the scene upon this frightful case.
were launched into eternity.

The sentence of the wretched mother of Ellson, and of old Cox, was
subsequently changed for that of transportation; and with this bare recitation of its
facts, we shall close the scene upon this frightful case.

Period Newgate illustration
of a similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Joseph Hunton
Executed for forgery

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE case of this criminal excited considerable attention from the
circumstance of the offender having been long known in the city of London,
as being a person of good repute, and also from the fact of his being a quaker.

It would appear that a considerable number of forged bills of exchange
having been put in circulation, the result of the inquiries, which were made
by the Committee of Bankers for the Prevention of Frauds and Forgeries, was
clearly to fix the offence upon Hunton. The bills were for the most part
accepted in the name of Mr. It is rather extraordinary that the first paper
taken from his pocket was a letter directed to the editor of “The Times,”
stating that the amount of the forgeries ascribed to him in a paragraph in that
journal was considerably exaggerated, and requesting that an
acknowledgement to that effect should be inserted, in justice to the party
accused, who would return as soon as possible, and pay off all his pecuniary
obligations. There was also found in his pockets the copy of a letter directed
to the house of Curtis and Co., informing them, that as it was not convenient
for the firm to discount any more bills for him, he should absent himself for a
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short time from London. These were both directed from Deal, and were, no
doubt, intended to mislead, as the writer never went near Deal in his route.
He had entered the packet in his quaker dress; but in the course of a few
hours he put on a light-green frock, a pair of light-grey pantaloons, a black
stock, and a foraging-cap. It was ascertained that he had previously entered a
French steam-boat on the river,
with  the  intention  of
proceeding to Boulogne, and

Although it would appear that the
forgeries of which he had been .
guilty were of no trifling extent, at that he had been gctually n
that period one hundred that boat at the time of its
sovereigns only were found in his being searched by some

possession. officers, who were
endeavouring to procure his
apprehension.

After the bodies had remained suspended for an hour, they were cut down
and removed into the interior of the jail, preparatory to their interment.

The unfortunate Hunton, it appears, commenced business at Yarmouth, as
a slop-seller; and having been exceedingly prosperous, he opened a concern
of some magnitude at Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk: and also engaged in
business as a sugar-baker in the metropolis. He had previously married a
lady, a member of the society of Friends, to which sect it will be perceived
that he also belonged, and was supposed to be possessed of property to the
amount of 30,0001. Relinquishing these concerns he entered into partnership
with Messrs. Dickson and Company, of Ironmonger-lane, who soon
discovered that he was engaged to no small extent in speculations on the
Stock Exchange, in which, as it turned out, he was particularly unsuccessful.
A dissolution of partnership was the consequence, and then the unhappy man,
driven to want and despair, committed those frauds which cost him his life.
Up to the time of his absenting himself from London, he had a large
establishment at Leytonstone, in Essex, where he was always looked upon as
an eccentric, but highly honourable and respectable person. The appearance
and demeanour of the unhappy man, at the time of his apprehension, were
such as to excite the greatest commiseration among those who saw him.
Although it would appear that the forgeries of which he had been guilty were
of no trifling extent, at that period one hundred sovereigns only were found
in his possession.

62



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Burke

Executed for murder

Mob Persuing Mrs. McDougal. p. 175

THE unparalleled atrocities of which this diabolical murderer was guilty,
with his associates, can scarcely ever be obliterated from the recollection of
man. Devoid of all sense of humanity,—a butcher of the human race, he was
guilty of almost innumerable murders, for which his only reward was to be
the miserable amount to be paid him for the bodies of his victims, in order
that they might be submitted to the knife of the anatomist.

The scene of these horrible occurrences was Edinburgh; but
notwithstanding the publication of the details of the circumstances attending
them which appeared at the investigations which took place before the
sheriff, few could be found who had formed such an idea of the baseness of
human nature, as to believe the possibility of the truth of the dreadful
disclosures which were made. The traffic in human blood, with such an
object as we have already pointed out, appeared too fearful a crime to be
contemplated; and all suspended their judgment until the issue of the solemn
inquiry of a jury should decide upon the allegations which were made. Upon
that inquisition, however, the most dreadful apprehensions which were
entertained as to the result were fully realised, and the reports which had
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been circulated with reference to the offences charged against the prisoners,
were amply proved to be well
founded.

Happy would it have been for the
. ) interests of the community, if,

With such a belief almost | pefore these dreadful scenes were
universally pervading society, it |  witnessed and brought to light,
may well be imagined that a some similar plan had met the
notification which was given approbation of the legislature.
that no prosecution would take
place against Hare was received
with no small degree of surprise. A cry that he, like Burke, should be
subjected to the punishment due to his crimes, was raised, but was met by a
positive refusal on the part of the public prosecutor to permit any proceedings
to be taken against him of a criminal nature. Whatever the terms were upon
which the evidence of Hare was obtained, it behoved the public authorities of
the country to act upon them to their fullest extent; and although probably,
according to the strict rule, he would have been liable to be brought to trial
upon any one of those murders in which he had been engaged, except that of
Mrs. His own confession was taken for another purpose, and was a privileged
communication which could not be produced in evidence against him;—that
of Burke would be equally useless, for before any trial could take place, he
would be a “hanged man,” and his statement being ex parte, could not legally
be laid before the jury. The other witnesses on the trial had deposed to facts
and circumstances which were in themselves vague and uncertain when
stripped of the admissions, positive and negative, of Hare and Burke, which
alone served to flash upon them the light of truth in a horrid and appalling
glare, but which, as we have already said, could not be used in any new
inquiry. Where could he hide his head? The brand of “murderer” was on his
brow,—the finger of the Almighty was upon him, as one for whom the
chance of mercy was small and uncertain.

The act having been in operation during a period of upwards of eight
years, has been found to have been attended with the most advantageous
results, and the exertions of Dr. Southwood Smith, who holds a responsible
situation under its provisions, have tended in no small degree to secure this
admirable effect. The offence of body-snatching is now no longer heard of;
for the object of the crime having been removed, the crime itself has ceased
to be committed.

Happy would it have been for the interests of the community, if, before
these dreadful scenes were witnessed and brought to light, some similar plan
had met the approbation of the legislature.
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THE dreadful murder for which this young man was executed, was scarcely less
frightful in its nature than that of the unfortunate Maria Marten.

= THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS It was on the I'IlOI'Illl’lg of
OF NEWGATE

Edward Barnett Sunday, September 28th, 1828,

Executed for murder that this deed of blood was

discovered, when the murdered
remains of a woman named Esther
Stevens were found in a house which
she occupied in the town of
Monmouth. The wretched woman, it
appeared, was born on the Kymin, a
high mountain near Monmouth, and
from her being in the habit of
frequenting certain districts of the
hill of her birth, she passed by the
familiar epithet of “Hall of the
Kymin.” At an early age she was
married to a man named Stevens, a
bargeman, to whom in later years,
however, she appears to have
 Period Newgate illustration of exhibited  considerable  dislike.

a similar incident. Stevens’ employment necessarily called
him from home for considerable periods,
and during these absences, his unhappy wife formed acquaintances with other men,
of a criminal nature,—a step to which eventually she owed her murder. Amongst
these guilty companions of her adultery was a man named William Davis, living at a
village called Christchurch, near Carleon, on
During the whole period of his the Newport road, to whom she represented
confinement and on his trial he | herself as a single woman, and to whom also

exhibited the utmost firmness and . .
self-possession, and his she had promised marriage. A later
demeanour was in no way altered COHIlCXiOl’l, however, was formed by her with
upon ”:; 232’;;‘9 Gl Barnett, who resided in Monmouth—the

i miserable subject of this sketch.

It was not until the spring assizes of the
following year that his trial came on; and then the evidence of his guilt was so
conclusive as to leave the jury no alternative as to the verdict which they should
return. Sentence of death was immediately passed upon him, and on Thursday 9th of
April, 1829, he underwent the extreme penalty of the law.

During the whole period of his confinement and on his trial he exhibited the
utmost firmness and self-possession, and his demeanour was in no way altered upon
the morning of his execution. He ascended the gallows with an unhesitating step, and
was turned off without exhibiting any sign of remorse, or sense of the dreadful
position in which he was placed.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Esther Hibner, The Elder; Esther Hibner, The
Younger; And Ann Robinson

Tried for the murder of a parish apprentice

== \_i_ -- 3 : 4
Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

IN the case of these offenders we have to present our readers with a
murder, equal in atrocity to that committed by the notorious Brownrigg,
whose fate we have already related.

These unnatural women were indicted at the Old Bailey, on the 10th of
April, 1829, for the wilful murder of Frances Colpitt, aged ten years, the
parish apprentice of the elder Hibner.

Mr. Bolland (with whom was Mr. He observed, that the facts he had to lay
before the jury must excite the greatest horror in the minds of those who
heard the dreadful narration; but he thanked God that such a case as the
present was of unfrequent occurrence in this country. When the elder
prisoner was informed that the deceased was lying in the room ill, instead of
affording her that protection which she was bound to do, she replied, “Let her
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lie there.” The deceased, when in that state that she could scarcely crawl
about the house, was told by the younger Hibner to clean the stairs; she
attempted to do it, but fell exhausted, and was unable to accomplish the task;
the younger Hibner then took the deceased up stairs, and flogged her with a
cane and a rod, and afterwards sent her down to finish the stairs; when she
came down, she was unable, from weakness, to go to the proper place to obey
the calls of nature, and wetted the stairs: when Hibner the younger discovered
it, she rubbed the child’s nose and face in it, and afterwards plunged her head
into a pail of water; the prisoner Robinson, who was standing by, encouraged
Hibner to commit this violence, and said, “Curse her! do it again, and that
will finish her.” The children often cried for food, and, to satisfy the cravings
of nature, had eaten the meat that was brought in for the dog, and also some
pieces of meat which they picked out of the wash that was obtained for
feeding the pig. It would be proved also, that all the prisoners had beaten the
deceased; sometimes with a cane, sometimes with a rod, and sometimes with
a shoe.

The medical gentlemen who attended the deceased before death, and
examined her body afterwards, would prove that they found large sores on
the feet of the deceased, and her toes were mortifying and falling off. After
death they examined the body, and found it in the most dreadful state,
produced by the ill-treatment she had experienced from the prisoners, and
from the want of proper food and nourishment. The case demanded the most
serious attention of the Jury; and he felt satisfied that they would give the
circumstances the most serious consideration before they arrived at their
decision.

Upon the same day on which this
wretched being expiated her crimes
upon the scaffold, her daughter and

her assistant Robinson were tried for
the minor offence of assaulting the

Upon the same day on | miserable children entrusted to their

which this wretched being | care as apprentices; and having been
expiated her crimes upon the found guilty, were sentenced
scaffold, her daughter and respectively...

her assistant Robinson were
tried for the minor offence of assaulting the miserable children entrusted to
their care as apprentices; and having been found guilty, were sentenced
respectively to twelve, and to four months’ imprisonment in the House of
Correction.

Her body was cut down,
after hanging the usual time,
and was delivered to the
surgeons for dissection.

67



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Jonathan Martin
Tried for arson
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Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE name of this wretched maniac will long be remembered from the
circumstance of the object of his offence being that of burning down that
venerable monument of antiquity—Y ork Minster; an effort in which, happily,
he only partially succeeded.
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The fire was discovered in a most remarkable manner. On the evening of
Sunday the 1st of February, 1829, one of the choristers, a lad named
Swainbank, was passing through the Minster-yard, when, setting his foot on a
piece of ice, he was thrown on his back, on the ground. At first this national
catastrophe was supposed to have been the result of accident; but the
discovery of one of the bell-pulls, knotted so as to form a species of ladder,
suspended from one of the windows of the building, and of evidence of a
light having been seen moving about in the belfry after all the officers of the
Minster had retired, on the night of the fire, led to a conclusion that it was the
work of an incendiary. He was examined before the magistrates, and at once
confessed that he had set fire to the building in obedience to the will of the
Lord communicated to him in two remarkable dreams. He was committed to
York Castle for trial, and it turned out that he had been already twice in
confinement as a madman,
and that he had prophesied
the destruction of the
Minster.

It is very remarkable that York
Minster has repeatedly suffered
from fire.

It appeared that this
maniac was the brother of the painter, who, for his magnificent productions,
has attained so much celebrity. Up to the time of this transaction, he had
gained a precarious livelihood by hawking books; having been, however, as
we have before stated, once or twice confined in a mad-house.

It is very remarkable that York Minster has repeatedly suffered from fire.
Its origin may be dated from A.D. 626. In 741 it was dreadfully damaged by
fire, and remained in that state till 767, when it was taken down, rebuilt, and
completed, and was consecrated in 780. Thus it stood until 1069, when the
Northumbrians, aided by the Danes, having besieged the city of York, the
garrison set fire to several houses in the suburbs, which fire unfortunately
extended further than they intended, and, amongst other buildings, burnt the
Minster to the ground. In 1137, the same fire which burnt St. Mary’s Abbey,
St. Leonard’s Hospital, thirty-nine churches in the city, and one in the
suburbs, again destroyed the Minster; since which there had not been any
damage done to it by fire, excepting two trifling occurrences, which have
taken place through the neglect of the workmen, within the last sixty years,
up to the time of Martin’s mad attempt. In the present year (1840), it has
again suffered severely from an accidental conflagration, which has
destroyed nearly the whole of that portion of the ancient building which the
former catastrophe had left standing.
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THE murder of which the T — e
. . OF NEWGATE e = SR
former of these diabolical John Stacey, The Younger, : e S
LI : Executed for murder; and john stacey, the
Cﬂmmals was gullty Very elder, transported as an accessory after the
closely resembles that mention (et

=

T B = (L

of which will be found in a |7
preceding part of our calendar, of Mr. {‘ f
Bird and his housekeeper, which took W

place at Greenwich. Mr. Langtrey, it | [}

appears, was a person nearly eighty u“d "

years of age, and of great bodily |}

infirmity, residing in a small house in |4

Prospect-row, Portsmouth, to which he -

had retired, after he had amassed a -

considerable fortune in his business as a |

brickmaker. His only servant, and the |~

only other inmate of the house, was a ‘ : - =
woman upwards of sixty years old,  Period Newgate illustration of a
named Christian Joliffe, who acted as similar incident.
housekeeper, but who was assisted in

procuring such comforts as the old man

required, by a Mrs. Dyott, a neighbour, The execution took place on
living at an adjoining cottage. Mr. Langtrey | Monday, the 2nd of September
was so feeble as to be unable to quit his bed- | 1829, at Winchester, opposite
room, which was situated on the first floor of the jail.

his house, and he was attended there by Mrs.

Joliffe. He was known to have saved a considerable sum of money, and he was
reputed in the neighbourhood to keep a very large amount (in notes and gold) in
the house. Amongst those who were observed to be particularly inquisitive into his
affairs, was a young man named Stacey, about twenty-one years of age, an
apprentice to a barber, living close by, who usually shaved Mr. Langtrey,—an
office which his infirmity prevented his performing for himself.

The day fixed for the execution being that upon which Magdalen Hill Fair was
held, the concourse of people assembled was immense. The wretched criminal met
his fate with sulky resolution, and declined the services of the chaplain, whom he
had dismissed on the previous day. His parting from his father is related to have
taken place without the smallest exhibition of regret or feeling on either side; and
the miserable parent had so far overcome the ordinary sensations of paternal
affection, as to request to be permitted to witness his son’s execution,—a request
which was granted; and of the accordance to which he took advantage. The
miserable youth appeared to suffer but little after he was turned off. Upon the
scaffold he declared that he was assisted in the murder by an associate of his,
whom he named; but who, subsequently, distinctly proved his innocence. The
execution took place on Monday, the 2nd of September 1829, at Winchester,
opposite the jail.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Richard Gifford IN the termination of the
Executed for forgery career of this unhappy young
T man, the direful effects of
. dissipation are clearly evidenced. Having
.. received an education in Christ’s Hospital,
\% and backed by interest calculated to
% procure for him advantages of a first-rate
character, his weakness of mind led him
step by step from a position of
! respectability through the various grades
< of dissipation, until it involved him in a
' system of crime, for which his life was
taken away by the laws of his country.

s Gifford’s father was originally a butler
in the family of Mr. Abbott, afterwards
Speaker of the House of Commons, and
finally Lord Colchester. On his part,

contrition or concern about the past was not visible, and though the kindest efforts

were made to keep him in the house, in the hope of estranging him from bad
company and diverting him from infamous ways, to succeed his parents were
obliged to keep him without hat or money, and almost without clothes. Eventually,
it was supposed, or hoped, that he was somewhat changed, and that his disposition
was a little mollified, which induced his mother, in particular, to take him out
occasionally. He, however, finally absconded from his parents’ roof, revengefully
announcing, that ‘“he would make them remember their conduct to him—he would
do for them yet,” and other such language. What became of him they knew not; at

last, he was heard of as living in a respectable style, appearing well-dressed, at a

house near the Waterloo-road. To account for the change, he gave it out that he

was married, and that his wife had money. Almost the next thing heard of him was,
his being before the Lord Mayor, undergoing examination on charges of forgery

a similar incident.

on the Bank.
He was executed with two other
men, who had been convicted of Monday the 19th of QCtOber’
house-breaking, in the was the day uppn which the
twenty-sixth year of his age, on sentence was directed to be
the 19th of October, 1829. executed, and the convict upon

being led out from his cell was
totally unnerved, and glanced about him with a fearful and hurried look. He
appeared deeply and bitterly to repent his crimes; and the wretched course of life
he had adopted, in spite of the anxious solicitude of his parents.

He was executed with two other men, who had been convicted of house-
breaking, in the twenty-sixth year of his age, on the 19th of October, 1829.

71



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Bell
Transported for burglary

Period Newgate illustration of

THE great singularity of the a similar incident.

offence, as well as of the

apprehension of this fellow, induces us to lay their short particulars before
our readers. The prisoner was of that class called “Resurrection men,” and the
crime of which he was convicted was committed by him and three of his
associates in this horrible traffic.

Bell on the 17th December, 1829, was placed at the bar at the Maidstone
Assizes before Mr. Baron Garrow, under a charge of burglariously breaking
and entering the dwelling-house of Daniel Redday, at Deptford, and stealing
therein a shirt, a worsted comforter, and the body of a black man whose name
was unknown.—It appeared that Daniel Redday was a lodging-house keeper
at Deptford; an unfortunate black man had come to lodge in his house shortly
before the 20th of November, and on the 19th died suddenly. His body was
laid out in a back room with the shirt on, and the comforter round his head,
until a coroner’s jury could sit on him. In his hurry to apprehend them he ran
against the ladder, and the whole four, with
the corpse, the comforter, and the shirt, came |  Baron carrow afier faving
to the ground. Three of the four men made a | nature of his crime, aimed as it
successful retreat, but the prisoner was taken | secior; sentonced i 1o e
into custody.—The jury found him Guilty, and transported for life.

Mr. Baron Garrow, after having commented
upon the heinous nature of his crime, aimed as it was at the best interests of
society, sentenced him to be transported for life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Banks
Executed for burglary

The Burglars. P. 202.

WE do
not recollect that we have ever met with an instance of a burglary having
been committed attended with greater violence or atrocity, than that for
which this man underwent the punishment of death.

The Reverend William Warrington, it appears, was a gentleman of large
property, residing at Grove Cottage, West Moulsey, in the vicinity of that
well-known spot, Moulsey Hurst, Surrey; and on the night of Wednesday,
19th of November, 1828, his house was entered by four burglars, and a great
quantity of valuable property carried off. Mr. Warrington’s house adjoined
that of Mr. Jeffs, a magistrate of the county, and a ladder, which had been
accidentally left in the garden of the latter gentleman, was employed by the
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thieves in effecting an entrance to the house, which they had determined to
rob. The circumstances attending the burglary are as follows:—

Between one and two o’clock on Wednesday morning, Mrs. Warrington
was in her bed-chamber engaged in writing, and Mr. When she recovered,
she shrieked, and exclaimed, “Good God, we shall be murdered; there are
thieves in the house.” Her husband was awoke instantly by her cries, and he
had just time to leap from his bed and proceed in his shirt to the mantelpiece,
on which he constantly kept a loaded pistol, before the four villains entered
the chamber. Warrington fell upon her knees, and in the most earnest and
affecting manner implored the villains not to murder her husband, but to take
all the property without interruption. Warrington found that not only all his
portable property of value was carried off, but that the villains had actually
stolen a horse, value 80 guineas, from the stable, and had taken his phaeton
from his chaise-house, and by these means had carried off their booty. Mr.
Warrington sent information of the robbery to Mr. Cooke, constable of
Kingston, who set off in pursuit

of the robbers. He was able to | Warrington’s, the evidence against
trace the phaeton and horse and the other prisoners not being
two of the robbers from the | sufficiently conclusive to warrant
house of Mr. Warrington, by a their being indicted, and was
very circuitous route, to Walton- found guilty, and sentenced to
bridge, and from thence through | death at the succeeding Surrey
several by-roads to assizes.

Knightsbridge.

Banks alone was committed for trial upon the charge of burglary at Mr.
Warrington’s, the evidence against the other prisoners not being sufficiently
conclusive to warrant their being indicted, and was found guilty, and
sentenced to death at the succeeding Surrey assizes.

After his conviction, he professed himself to be perfectly willing to meet
his fate, as he knew nothing of a state hereafter, declaring that all he cared
about being hanged was for the pain it would cause him. He refused to
receive any consolation from the chaplain, and was perfectly unmoved up to
the time of his being pinioned.

He was hanged at Horsemonger-lane jail on the 11th of January, 1830.
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THE crime which subjected this

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

criminal to condign punishment & OF NEWGATE
v Robert Emond
Executed for murder

was that of the murder of an aged
widow and her daughter, to whom | 3
he was related by the ties of |
marriage.

Mr. Franks, at the time of the |ig
murders lately deceased, was | g
gamekeeper to the late Lord Elcho; | %
and when age, and consequently
frailty, rendered him incompetent to
the prompt discharge of his duties, |
his lordship ~ made such
arrangements as enabled his old i
and respected servant to subsist in |¥
an humble but comfortable |
independence. On the 26th of July,
1829, Mr. Franks was consigned to
the grave, and he left the hapless
subjects of this notice—a widow,
nearly fifty, and a daughter of fifteen years of age—to lament his death.

The morming was cloudy and drizzling; but at an early hour the crowd began to
collect from all quarters, and a perfect stream
of people passed up the High-street for nearly | The unhappy man remained
two hours. The street, windows, terraces, and | firm and composed throughout,

. but changed colour frequently
chimney-tops, were densely peopled. Some iR (G Gt
hundreds of persons from Haddington, North proceeded to do his duty.
Berwick, and the adjacent villages attended.

A few minutes past eight the culprit ascended the scaffold. His appearance
elicited a huzza from the boys among the crowd, but no grown-up person joined in
the unseemly and appalling shout. He was attended by his brother, who joined him
with the reverend gentleman, in psalm-singing and prayer. The unhappy man
remained firm and composed throughout, but changed colour frequently when the
executioner proceeded to do his duty. He then shook hands with his brother, and
the official attendants said he was now ready, and bade them all farewell. After a
few moments in private prayer, the signal was dropped, and the platform instantly
fell. His struggles were unusually long and violent, and it was apparently four or
five minutes before the vital spark had fled. Emond was a man of short stature,
with ill-proportioned features, and had, on the whole, a very unprepossessing look.
After hanging the usual time, the body was lowered down into the shell, and
conveyed to the Lock-up House, whence it was afterwards taken to the College for
public dissection.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Captain William Moir

Executed for murder

»l | THIS unhappy gentleman was a
' native of Forfarshire, in Scotland,
| where he was born of a family of
' the highest respectability, in the
year 1794. At the age of nineteen
he entered the British army; and
during a period of seventeen years
served with great credit in the
fourteenth, thirty-seventh, and
fortieth regiments of foot, in
France, Spain, and America. Here
he became acquainted with many
. ) * families of high standing in
Period Newgate illustration of a society; but tired of an idle life, he
similar incident. determined to devote his time to
the occupation of farming, and at
Michaelmas 1829 he entered on
the possession of Shell-haven Farm, consisting of about four hundred acres
of land, and situated near Stanford-le-Hope, in the vicinity of Barking, in
Essex. At this time he had three children, respectively of the ages of twelve,
ten, and seven years, and there appeared every prospect of a continuance of
that happiness which he had so long enjoyed with his family, when by an act,
attributable rather to passion or insanity than to preconceived deliberation, he
subjected himself to the infliction of the severest penalty of the law.

It would appear that Captain Moir was in the habit of pursuing a strict line
of discipline with regard to trespassers upon his farm, and was considerably
annoyed by the constant appearance of fishermen upon his lands, who
resorted thither for the purpose of dragging a portion of the river which

passed through them, and which was

Long, the constable, appears to | supposed to contain an abundance of fish
have been a man of excellent of a superior quality and size.

con‘;?;‘:::;‘;:t?;‘;";i Ig;i‘; da Long, the constable, appears to have

situation as watchman before he | Deen a man of excellent character,

entered the police. having for a considerable time occupied

a situation as watchman before he

entered the police. He left a wife and several children, for whom a liberal

public subscription was afterwards raised.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Agricultural Riots

[P

N S

The agricultural riots of late 1830
were long remembered in the? &

southern counties of England, where ¥\
they  were  largely  confined. i‘
Revolutionary events across Europe ; 3
helped spread discontent among ;
Britain's agricultural and industrial ~
workers, while agitators encouraged
existing dissatisfaction among the gi§
labouring  classes. Widespread
poverty fostered resentment toward
property owners, and many labourers
believed the neglect of their needs justified their actions.

Beginning in Kent, where agricultural workers faced extreme hardship, the
disturbances quickly spread throughout southern England. Groups of rioters
travelled from place to place, recruiting supporters and leaving destruction
behind them. Grain stacks and farm buildings were burned, and few dared
resist. Rioters also destroyed farm machinery, which they blamed for their
unemployment and suffering, while acts of arson continued nightly,
threatening widespread devastation.

Despite efforts to restore order, the countryside did not quickly regain the
peace and stability for which it had long been known. Notwithstanding these
events, however, it was long before the country assumed that position of
peace and quietude for which its agricultural districts had always been
remarkable.

Period Newgate illustration of .
a similar incident.

On the 17th August, 1836, it was
On the 17th August, 1836, it was | announced in the House of Commons

. by Lord John Russell, that of 246
announced in the House of Commons persons sentenced to be transported

by Lord John Russell, that of 246 | for their participation in the offences
persons sentenced to be transported for | of this period, all but ten, who were
their participation in the offences of S"”‘*"';ﬂ,f,’",,,’};i:;" fnn:,{gr.mmes

this period, all but ten, who were
suffering punishment for crimes

committed in the colonies, had been pardoned.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John St. John Long

=3 Convicted of manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE extraordinary investigation touching the offence of which Mr. Long
was guilty attracted to him more than ordinary public attention. The
manslaughter of which he was convicted was the effect of a system of
treatment which he adopted towards a young lady named Cashin, who had
been placed under his medical care by her mother. But without offering any
comments, either upon the death of the young lady or its cause, we shall
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proceed at once to detail the circumstances which were proved at the various
inquiries which took place upon the subject.

It appears that about the month of August 1830, a lady named Cashin, of
great respectability and considerable fortune, with her two daughters, came to
London from Dublin, where they resided, for the purpose of procuring
medical assistance for one of the young ladies, who was labouring under
consumption. The ladies took up their abode in the house of a Mrs. Miss
Cashin at this time was twenty-four years of age, and in the full enjoyment of
health; but, notwithstanding the absence of any necessity to take any active
steps in her case, Mr. Long determined upon employing his line of treatment
towards her. The general nature of this treatment may be simply stated to be
this:—in cases of internal disease, it was proposed, by creating an external
wound and a discharge, to carry off the malady. In a few days the external
wound was produced in the case of Miss Cashin, by what means did not
appear, as the general mode of treatment was kept secret by the quack; and
the effect was of the most dreadful description. The wound daily increased,
and appearances soon presented themselves which so alarmed Mrs. Roddis,
the landlady, that she felt herself called upon to adopt measures on behalf of

the young lady.

Beveridge and Stevenson, who had

also been convicted, were transported On  Thursday, O9th of

for life to Norfolk Island; and December 1830, the sentence
Swallow having been identified upon | of degth was carried mto
the indictment, by which he was execution on these culprits.

charged to be a returned transport, | In the early part of the
was sentenced to be once more sent | morning they partook of a

back to Macquarie Harbour, to slight repast, and at about
undergo... half-past seven received the
sacrament. They then

admitted that they were about to die justly, and declared that they were at
peace with the world. Davis was neatly and respectably attired in a new suit
of blue clothes; and his fellow-sufferer also wore a blue jacket, with a white
waistcoat and trousers. They behaved with much decorum, but were both
extremely dejected.

Beveridge and Stevenson, who had also been convicted, were transported
for life to Norfolk Island; and Swallow having been identified upon the
indictment, by which he was charged to be a returned transport, was
sentenced to be once more sent back to Macquarie Harbour, to undergo the
remainder of the punishment to which he had been already sentenced.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Luke Dillon
Transported for rape

NO person possessing the ordinary
feelings of human nature can read the i
dreadful detail of this villain’s detestable ¢
crime, without shuddering at the baseness of i
heart which prompted him to its
commission. Few instances are to be found ik
where the remorseless debauchee has (33
resorted to means so horrid as those adopted |/ : e
by this youthful destroyer of female virtue; ' L =~
and setting aside his age, and the NP B B
respectability of his family, one is at a loss  Period Newgate illustration of
to discover a reason why the full sentence a similar incident.
which the law awarded to his crime should not be carried out, and why a mitigated
punishment of transportation only should have been inflicted upon him.

He was tried at the Commission Court at Dublin on Thursday the 13th of April
1831, on a charge of feloniously violating the person of Miss Anna Frizell, a young
lady of most respectable connexions and amiable
disposition, and but twenty years of age.

. We have but one other fact to

The most strenuous exertions were made t0 | 444 to our recital of this most
save the life of this unhappy but most gullty distressing case.
culprit; and petitions signed by many persons of
the highest respectability were forwarded to the crown in his favour. The
recommendation of the jury was also most strongly represented, and as it was said
that even the fiiends of the young lady herself were unwilling that he should expiate
the foul crime of which he had been convicted on the scaffold, a reprieve was
granted, and his punishment was eventually commuted to transportation for life.

The wretched young man was eventually transmitted to Sydney with other
convicts; but here his fortune and the respectability of his connexions enabled him to
obtain privileges not usually granted to persons in his situation. He was of an
excellent family in the county of Roscommon, and by the death of some of his
relations came into a handsome fortune. Money, in the colony in which he was
compelled to reside, would obtain for him every luxury which he could desire; and
from recent accounts received from that place, it appears that he was among the
gayest of the gay of that extraordinary society.

We have but one other fact to add to our recital of this most distressing case. The
unhappy object of Dillon’s machinations and brutal crime died in the month of June
1831, a victim to her own sensitive feelings. She had gone to Bangor, in Wales, in
hope that a change of scene might relieve her of the melancholy which appeared to
have settled upon her mind, but she died there of a broken heart.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Taylor, And Thomas Martin

Imprisoned for body stealing

THE peculiarity of the defence of
these men, and the extraordinary
nature of the proceedings in the
ycourt upon their trial, induce us to
" give their case a place in our
Calendar.

They were indicted at the London
sessions on Thursday, the 21st of
| April, 1831, for having stolen the

= body of an old man named Gardiner
“ " from St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.
Taylor was recognised as a

] ) . notorious  “body-snatcher,”  or
Per zodN.ewfgate. ’Ih_‘s” ation of a resurrectionist, and Martin was an
similar incident. undertaker.

Solomon was allowed to be a most ready and superior judge of the
intrinsic value of all kinds of property, from a glass bottle to a five hundred
guinea chronometer; how it could be disposed of, and what was the value
thieves generally estimated it at. He established among the rogues a regular
rule of dealing, which is continued to this day, namely, to give a fixed price
for all articles of the same denomination. All stolen bank-notes which come
into the hands of those who buy them, are sent to the Continent, to pass in the
way of purchases through some regular mercantile house, when they find
their way, by remittances to London houses, into the Bank, where they must
be paid. The price given by Solomon for large notes, was 15s. in the pound;
and he calculated that on an average he could send them their circuit of safety
for 1s. in the pound: thus securing for himself 4s. profit on each 20s., that is
twenty per cent., and this is now the regular

. . At the time of Solomon’s
price for stolen notes with the London | apprenension his chief store was

fences in Rosemary-lane, and he was
) . . reported to have had goods of the
At the time of Solomon’s apprehension value of 20,0001

his chief store was in Rosemary-lane, and he
was reported to have had goods of the value of 20,0001 then collected there.
A very great proportion of this property was seized, and Solomon bitterly
complained of the manner in which he was deprived of his goods. A great
portion of the articles were restored to their owners; but as late as the year
1832, a considerable amount was sold, which was avowed to have belonged
to this notorious offender.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Gilchrist, George Gilchrist, And

James Brown
Tried for a coach robbery

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE ingenuity of thieves has been frequently referred to in the course of
this work, and many instances have been afforded by a perusal of its pages of
the extreme perseverance with which the practitioners in this dishonest
calling carry on their proceedings. In the case of Huffey White a striking
instance is afforded of the laborious determination of men, whose object was
to rob the Glasgow bank; in the instance with which we are now about to
present our readers no less ingenuity and determination are exhibited than by
that case; and the daring effrontery with which the robbery, the
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circumstances of which we are about to detail, was committed, must strike
them with astonishment.

It was on Thursday, the 24th of March, 1831, that this most impudent
robbery was committed; and the circumstance of its occurrence was first
notified to the public in a Glasgow newspaper in a paragraph, of which the
following is a copy, which being compared with the real facts of the case as
they were proved at the trial, will sufficiently inform our readers of the
remarkable measures adopted by thieves at this time, first to commit
robberies, and then so to conceal the real circumstances attending their
commission, as to mislead the public and the police as to the persons, or even
the description of the persons concerned in the depredation:—“Another of
those dexterous tricks in abstracting a bank parcel from one of the public
coaches was on Thursday week successfully practised in a somewhat novel
manner. The following is an account of the transaction:—The parcel in
question, which contained notes and gold to the amount of 5,7001., had been
entrusted by the Commercial Bank’s branch in Glasgow, to be forwarded to
the head office in Edinburgh, by the Prince Regent coach, which left
Glasgow at noon on the Thursday. Immediately on the intelligence of this
daring robbery reaching Glasgow, an officer, accompanied by one of the
gentlemen of the Branch Bank at that place, set off in the direction of Airdrie
in search of the robbers, but hitherto without success. The driver of the coach
is quite unable to give any account of the appearance or dress of the man and
woman who were in the coach; but we believe the passenger who assisted
them out, has been able partially to furnish one.” The latter part of this
paragraph is peculiarly worthy of notice, for it turns out that Brown was the
outside passenger, and he, no doubt, affecting ignorance of the persons
within, endeavoured to gull the police by giving an erroneous description of
the thieves.

The trial continued until twelve
o’clock on Thursday forenoon, when The prisoner, however,
the jury unanimously found George subsequently made
Gilchrist Guilty of the charges; by a | communications to the officers of
plurality of voices the libel Not |/ ustice, in consequence of which a
Proven against James Brown; and great portion of the stolem

4 property was recovered, and his

unanimously finding the libel Not punishment was commuted to
Proven against William Gilchrist. transportation for life.
The lord justice clerk then passed the
awful sentence of death on the prisoner, George Gilchrist, and ordered him
for execution on the 3rd of August.

The prisoner, however, subsequently made communications to the officers
of justice, in consequence of which a great portion of the stolen property was
recovered, and his punishment was commuted to transportation for life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Joseph Plant Stevens
Transported for robbery

THIS fellow was one of
the class called “magsmen.”
The robbery of which he was
convicted sufficiently
explains the name, and
affords a good specimen of
the arts of London sharpers.
The trick to which he
resorted has now become
very stale, and is sufficiently
notorious; but flats are still to
be found who foolishly
submit to be robbed with
~ their eyes open in the same
similar incident. manner.

At the Surrey sessions, on
the 25th of May 1831, Joseph Plant Stevens was indicted for stealing 301.
from the person of Thomas Young, a farmer and hop-grower of Sevenoaks,
Kent.

The jury found the prisoner Guilty; and after the verdict was delivered, it
was stated to the court, that a poor man from Oxfordshire was then in court,
who had been robbed by him in the November before under similar
circumstances.

The chairman said there was no doubt the prisoner was one of a gang of
thieves who had recently committed many robberies of this description; and
as it was necessary to make an example in this instance, the sentence of the
court was, that he should be transported for life.

We are sorry to be unable to afford
any account of the previous career of | = The chairman said there was no

k doubt the prisoner was one of a gang
this fellow; but whatever may have of thieves who had recently
been his conduct antecedent to the | commitied many robberies of this

iod of hi icti th b description; and as it was necessary
period o 1? COI‘I.VI(.} 10m, there can e ho to make an example in this instance,
doubt that in this instance he received | the sentence of the court was, that he
no more than the just punishment for should...

his crime.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William King
Imprisoned for robbery

THE offence of
which this man was
convicted, was attended
by a fraudulent misrepresentation of his character, which we should have
imagined would have made him a fit object of severe punishment.

At the time of his conviction he was fifty-two years of age, and appeared
to be a person of some respectability. He, however, declined giving any
account of himself.

He was indicted at the Bridgewater assizes, on the 7th of August 1831, for
assaulting Elias Cashin upon the king’s highway, putting him in fear, and
taking from his person and against his will a box containing twenty-four gold
seals, forty-five brooches, and a variety of other articles of jewellery.

On the next day he was faithful to his appointment, but neither the
prisoner nor his box was to be seen; and Cashin added, that he could never
meet him afterwards, until a short time before the trial, when he accidentally
ran against him in Bristol. He now, in turn, became the assailant, and seizing
the prisoner by the collar, demanded his box. He at first denied all knowledge
of him, but then finding that the Jew was determined to take decisive steps
against him, said that he had been robbed of
it himself. Cashin, however, called in the aid | Tie/uy et once coctareet the
of the police, and upon the prisoner being | mitigated offence of larceny only,

negativing the capital charge; and

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident

SearChed, a pair of SpCCtaCICS was found he was sentenced to twelve
upon him, which had been in the box, when months” imprisonment.
he had carried it off.

The jury at once declared the prisoner guilty, but of the mitigated offence
of larceny only, negativing the capital charge; and he was sentenced to
twelve months’ imprisonment.
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Mary Anne Higgins, And Edward Clarke
Tried for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE trial of these prisoners, which took place at the Warwick assizes, on
the 9th of August, 1831, excited the most intense interest in the county in
which it occurred, owing to the peculiar circumstances under which the
crime, with which they stood charged, was committed, and the relative
position of the persons accused, and the deceased. The female prisoner,
Mary Anne Higgins, was rather a good-looking girl, with a fresh
complexion, and pleasing, though un-intellectual expression of
countenance, and her appearance produced almost universal sympathy.
Clarke, however, was the object of very different feelings; and although
previously to the trial his guilt was involved in much doubt, the
indifference which he exhibited on being introduced to the dock, procured
for him a very unfavourable consideration amongst the crowd of persons
assembled.
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The indictment charged that the prisoners had been guilty of the wilful
murder of William Higgins, at Coventry, on the previous 22nd of March,
by administering to him three drachms of arsenic. In a second count
Clarke was charged as an accessory to the murder, by aiding and abetting
Higgins in its commission. Clarke was twenty-one years of age, and his
fellow-prisoner only nineteen
years.

In the year 1670, the
Marchioness of Brinvilliers, a It has been frequently observed

lady of noble family, resided in | With ~great truth, —that secret
Paris. poisoning is one of the worst of

crimes; because it is an offence
against which even the most wary
can provide no safeguard. In the case the particulars of which we have
now laid before our readers, one is at a loss to account for the crime of
which the wretched convict was guilty; and no less must we be surprised
at the means taken by the unhappy girl to secure her object, than at the
circumstance of a person in her position, with regard to her victim,
engaging in so fearful a transaction. Poisoning is universally looked upon
as a crime of peculiar atrocity; but the following anecdote will exhibit the
diminution of the frequency of its occurrence in recent years.

In the year 1670, the Marchioness of Brinvilliers, a lady of noble
family, resided in Paris. An officer named St. She is said to have
disguised herself as a nun, and distributed poisoned biscuits to the poor,
in order to try the efficacy of her poisons. Her career was cut short by an
accident. A glass mask which St. Croix wore while preparing his poisons
fell off, and he was found suffocated in his laboratory. A casket was also
found there, which was directed to Madame Brinvilliers, but opened by
the police. It contained poisons sufficient to destroy a community,
labelled differently, according to their effects, as ascertained by
experiments on animals. St. Croix’s servant was seized, tortured, and
confessed the crimes of his employers, in which he had aided. The
marchioness escaped, but at last was captured; and having undergone the
torture with inflexible courage, was beheaded. On her person was found a
full confession and detail of her horrible crimes. This punishment did not
put a stop to the crime of poisoning in France, which was very common
between the years 1670 and 1680.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Edward Hogsden

Executed for rape

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

HUMAN nature itself must be startled at the horrible crime for the
commission of which this wretch was executed. The depravity of mankind
appears in him to have met with one of its fittest and most atrocious
representatives.

He was indicted at the Croydon Assizes, on Wednesday the 10th of
August, 1831, for a rape upon Harriet
Hogsden, his own daughter, a girl
only seventeen years of age.

At his execution, as during his
trial, he exhibited the most
callous indifference.

The jury unhesitatingly returned a
verdict of Guilty, and the prisoner
was immediately sentenced to be executed; a sentence which was carried out
on Monday, the 21st of August, 1831; when the miserable convict admitted
the justice of his punishment.

We shall abstain from adding any further account of the life of this
diabolical ruffian, exhibiting as its circumstances do a degree of sinfulness
and crime not exceeded by any of those bloodthirsty murderers whose
offences it is our duty to describe.

At his execution, as during his trial, he exhibited the most callous
indifference.
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OUR readers

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

OF NEWGATE 1 1
Dl A o 1l will be astonished
Executed for murder when they learn

| that this wretched
| malefactor, at the time of his
execution, had attained the age
of fourteen years only; but the
circumstances of the bloody
tragedy in which he was the
chief actor show him to have
been fully deserving the fate
which befel him.

He was indicted at the
| Maidstone assizes on Friday,
the 29th of July, 1831, for the
' . wilful murder of Richard F.
Period Newgate illustration of a Taylor, a boy aged only

similar incident. i| thirteen years, in a wood in the
e - parish of Chatham.

Period N te illustrati imil At the trial the prisoner
eriod Newgate illustration of a similar 4.0 g the atmost

incident; not a depiction of this case. T .
indifference to his fate, and

appeared to entertain no fear for the

consequences of his guilt. He maintained his There were not fewer than
. eight thousand persons present
firmness throughout a most feeling address of at his execution.

the learned judge, in which he was sentenced
to death, but exhibited some emotion upon his being informed that a part of
the sentence was, that his body should be given over to the surgeons to be
dissected.

At half-past eleven o’clock on Monday morning, the solemn peals of the
prison-bell announced the preparations for the execution. After the operation
of pinioning had been completed, the culprit, attended by the chaplain,
walked steadily to the platform. When he appeared there, he gazed steadily
around him; but his eye did not quail, nor was his cheek blanched. After the
rope was adjusted round his neck, he exclaimed in a firm and loud tone of
voice, “Lord have mercy upon us. Pray, good Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. All the people before me, take warning by me!”
Having been asked if he had anything further to say, he repeated the same
words, and added, “Lord have mercy upon my poor soul.” At the appointed
signal, the bolt was withdrawn, and in a minute or two the wretched
malefactor ceased to exist. The remainder of his sentence was also carried
out, his body being given to the surgeons of Rochester for dissection.

There were not fewer than eight thousand persons present at his execution.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Riots At Merthyr Tydvil

Rioters bathing their standard bearer’s
hands in blood.

THESE riots, as alarming in their nature as they were distressing and
mischievous in their consequences, occurred at Merthyr Tydvil, in South
Wales, on the 3rd of June, 1831. The district surrounding Merthyr Tydvil
was, at that time, as it is now, densely populated by persons engaged in the
iron manufactories, with which that district abounds; and the alleged
insufficiency of the wages was the immediate cause of the desperate riot
which took place.

The preliminary to this distressing occurrence, it appears, was a turn-out,
or strike, among the workmen; and the alarming manner in which these men
assembled, and the threats which they held out, produced a well-grounded
apprehension that violence might be done both to the persons and the
property of the iron-masters. In order to meet any attack which might be
made, the magistrates assembled at the Castle Inn, Merthyr Tydvil, for the
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purpose of devising means to meet and repel the rioters, and the result was
that an application for military
assistance was determined on.

The execution took place at

. . . Cardiff, on Saturday the 20th
Lewis Lewis (called Lewis the of August, 1831.

Huntsman, from his having been a
huntsman to a gentleman of the
name of Llewellen, about eleven years before) was indicted jointly with
Hughes, Vaughan, and Thomas, together with three other persons, and
charged with having, on the 2nd of June (the day preceding the affray near
the Castle Inn), stood upon a chest in the street, opposite the house of a man
named Thomas Lewis, and addressed the mob to the following effect:—I
understand that the mob has taken a chest of drawers from a widow woman,
who had purchased it for two guineas from the Bailiffs of the Court of
Requests, and restored it to another poor widow, from whom it had been
taken in execution. Now I don’t think that is fair, unless she has her two
guineas back; and if you are of my mind, we will go to Thomas Lewis and
get it back. All you that are of my mind, raise up your hands.” Upon this, the
mob all raised their hands, and several of them went into Thomas Lewis’s
house, and compelled him to deliver up the two guineas which he had
received (being the plaintiff in the execution), to one David Williams, the
widow’s son. They also compelled Thomas Lewis to give up several other
articles. During the whole of this time Lewis Lewis remained in the street.
Upon this evidence the Jury found Lewis Lewis, Hughes, Vaughan, and
Thomas Guilty, and acquitted
the other prisoners.

On the night before the execution,
the unhappy convict was urged to .
make a confession of his guilt, but On the night before the
he positively denied that he had execution, the unhappy convict
been in any way connected with the | Was urged to make a confession
transaction in which he was of his guilt, but he positively
alleged... denied that he had been in any
way connected with the
transaction in which he was
alleged to have been an actor. He continued firm in this declaration up to the
time of his death; and Lewis Lewis, who so narrowly escaped the same fate,
and who was his brother, subsequently confirmed the assertion which he had
made, and stated that he could have given satisfactory evidence of his brother
having been altogether absent from the affray.

The execution took place at Cardiff, on Saturday the 20th of August, 1831.
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THIS horrible murder, almost

- =
\( ',/ [EECEIMESANDRUNISHMENTS unparalleled in atrocity, was
! {' ~ John Holloway discovered on Saturday the 13th of
Executed for the murder of his wife
August, 1831.

It would appear that on Friday

the 12th of the month, two men

_. named Maskell and Gillam, who

.-+ were farm-labourers, were passing

o=t & through a  place  called

- .'\ - .&ﬂ Rottingdean, near Preston, in the

Nz N neighbourhood of Brighton, when,
a ‘~ on their arriving at a particular
&0 "‘: nook, much frequented on account
“""9\ of its rustic beauty, called the
_ e Hole-in-the-Wall, they fancied
Period N .ewfgate. il Iystratlon of a that they perceived that the earth
similar incident. had been disturbed. They pushed
away some of the mould with a
stick, and observed a piece of red printed cotton protruding, but at the time they
took no particular notice of the occurrence. On their return home, however, to
their respective families, they mentioned what they had seen, and Gillam’s wife
remarked that it was possible that a child might be buried there,—the offspring
of some illicit connexion. The idea was adopted by Gillam, and on the following
morning, at six o’clock, accompanied by his wife and some other persons, he
again proceeded to the same spot, for the purpose of making a further search and
investigation. He enlarged the opening he had made in the ground, and taking
hold of the protruding cotton, he drew nearly a yard of it out of the earth, and his
wife remarked that she was sure that it was the gown of a grown-up person.

Holloway at the time of his execution was only 26 years of age, and was a

remarkably small man, scarcely reaching five feet in height. Among his
confessions in jail, was one also that he had
Holloway, the previous determination . .
of her case having been prevented by | T0bbed a man of his watch in a barn some
her being confined with a child, the | years before; and that he had been tried for
Yafter o 1ong and pationt iquiry a | the robbery, but acquitted.
verdict of Not Guilty was returned. His execution took place on Friday, the
16th of December 1831.

The woman Kennard was at the following assizes tried as an accessory to the
murder of Mrs. Holloway, the previous determination of her case having been
prevented by her being confined with a child, the offspring of her guilty
paramour; but after a long and patient inquiry, a verdict of Not Guilty was
returned.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Bishop, And Thomas Williams

Executed for the murder of an italian boy

THE universal horror which
had been produced by the dreadful
disclosures which were the result
of the case of Burke and Hare, had
not yet subsided when the
atrocious crimes of these monsters
were discovered and brought to

light. Frequent mysterious _ ‘ .

disappearances of persons in a S £ 72 R -

humble sphere of life are alleged to Period Newgate illustration of a

have taken place previously to this similar incident.

melancholy ~ proof  of  the d cii
continuance of the system shown NOL @ gepICLIoNn Of LIS case.

to have been carried on by Burke and his associates; and the police were on the
watch, anxiously waiting for any clue which might lead to the discovery of the
causes of these events, or which might tend to exhibit the existence of the practices
in London which were so much apprehended. The opportunity which they sought
was at length given to them in the case of these miscreants; which, while it
afforded positive evidence of the horrible crimes which had been committed,
delivered into their hands the men who had been their perpetrators.

We have already alluded to the evils of the absence of legislative provisions for
the supply of subjects for dissection to the medical schools of the large cities
through this empire, and it will not be necessary to enter now at large upon that
question. It is, however, worthy of remark, that although the crimes committed in
the Scottish metropolis were insufficient to awaken the attention of Parliament to
the importance of some enactment in reference to this most distressing subject, the
excitement produced throughout every grade of society by the discovery of this
new blow to the general safety and welfare of mankind had that effect. A measure

which had been before recommended to
He made a full confession of the | Parliament to render the anatomisation of
habits and practices of persons | dead bodies legal, and to regulate the
engaged in his horrid trade, and . .
his punishment was eventually supply of subjects to the medical schools,
commuted to transportation for | Now received universal attention; and some
life. objectionable provisions having been struck
out, and replaced by others of a less
questionable character, it received the assent of the legislature.

“Prisoners at the bar, you have been tried by a most attentive and extremely
humane jury; and I may say of them, as I have been frequently called upon to say
before of juries in that box, that nothing but the most painful feelings of duty,
imposed on them under a solemn obligation to their Maker and the public, could
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have induced them to pronounce a verdict against fellow-creatures, which
sentenced them to die. That they have formed a just conclusion—[Here Williams
exclaimed, “It is false evidence!”}—every man of common understanding must
allow. But deeply as you have injured society, and perilously violated the laws,
those laws, which are always administered with charity, have provided that in your
awful situation you shall have the most zealous assistance of a pious and excellent
clergyman of the Church of England, or of any other church to which you may
belong; and I hope you will not neglect the solemn warnings and kind admonitions
which you will receive from that quarter. I will not trespass on you by making any
further observations, but now confine myself to the last painful duty which the law
requires of the Court, viz., to pass the awful and dreadful sentence of the law; and
that is, that you, John Bishop, you Thomas Williams, and you James May, be
taken from this bar to the place from whence you came, and from thence, on
Monday moming next, you be taken to the place of execution, and there each of
you be hanged by the neck till each of you be dead, after which your bodies are to
be given to the surgeons for dissection; and may the Lord God Almighty, the father
of all mercies, have mercy on your miserable souls.”

We have already alluded to the doubts
which existed as to the ingenuousness of the | We have already alluded to the

. . . doubts which existed as to the

confessions of the prisoners Bishop and ingenuousness of the
Williams. The general suspicions which were confessions of the prisoners
entertained upon this subject, were still Bishop and Williams.
further excited by the publication of a report,
that another confession had been made, in which the convicts had admitted their
participation in upwards of sixty murders. It was not then known that, to meet this
difficulty, the count for the murder of “a boy unknown” had been introduced; and
when this fact was disclosed, all hope on the part of the prisoners and their jealous
friends was abandoned. Corder received a deserved compliment from the judges
for the admirable manner in which he had collected and arranged his evidence,
notwithstanding, as he admitted to their lordships, he was “not indebted to any
professional man in the progress of his labours.” This gentleman subsequently
published a letter, urging conclusive reasons for the belief that it was the body of
the Italian boy which was found; and, from the testimony of the surgeons who
made the post mortem examination of the body, showing the utter falsehood of the
statement of Bishop, “that he had been killed by suffocation in the well,” instead of
by positive violence. Had they been called upon to make separate confessions,
neither knowing what the other had said, some estimate might have been formed of
the degree of confidence to be placed in their confession. But, as it was, we think
the public are far from having got at the truth; and from the blunders and jealousies
of the “officials,” we suspect much useful information upon this most dreadful
subject was lost.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Elizabeth Ross
Executed for a “burking” murder
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Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE period of the actual occurrence of the murder for which this woman
was executed, was antecedent to that of the crime of Bishop and Williams;
but the inquiries which took place in reference to her case, rendered the delay
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of her punishment necessary until after those atrocious malefactors had
expiated their offences on the gallows.

The discovery of this murder took place in the month of November 1831,
when a young woman, named Baton, made a statement at Lambeth-street
Police-office, which induced a supposition that her grandmother, an aged
woman named Elizabeth Walsh, had been unfairly dealt with. An
investigation was ordered to be commenced by Lea, the officer, into the
affair; and he succeeded in making discoveries which excited the strongest
presumptions of the guilt of a woman named Cook, alias Ross, of the crime
of murdering the old woman. Ross, and their son, into custody; and, on
Wednesday, the 2nd of November, they were conveyed to Worship-street
Police-office. During the period which elapsed between the apprehension of
the boy and his examination at the police-office, he was observed to be
exceedingly agitated and uneasy. The master and mistress of the parochial
school at Aldgate, which he had attended for two or three years, were, in
consequence, sent for; and he made a statement to them upon the subject of
the death of Mrs. Walsh, the substance of which he subsequently detailed
before the magistrates.

The convict was immediately sentenced to be executed on the following
Monday: her body to be given over to the surgeons for dissection.

On Monday, the 8th of January, the wretched woman was hanged, in
pursuance of her sentence. After her conviction, as well as before, she
persisted in the strongest declarations of her innocence. Her statement was,
that she had left the old woman with Cook on the night of her supposed
murder, and that having then gone out, she did not return for several hours.
On her going back she was told that the old woman had quitted the house.
She maintained an extraordinary degree of firmness of nerve; and, up to the
last moment of her existence, continued uttering protestations that she was
not guilty, and ejaculations of her misery at quitting her own country
(Ireland) to be hanged. She mounted the scaffold without assistance, and was
turned-off at the customary
signal.

She mounted the scaffold
without assistance, and was
turned-off at the customary

signal.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Henry Macnamara
Transported for felony

THE offences of which this
person  was  guilty attracted
considerable observation at the time
of their discovery. He was taken
into custody on the morning of ¢
Sunday, the 29th of April, 1832, at
the New Hummums Hotel, Covent-
garden, on a charge of robbery,
committed  under somewhat -
remarkable circumstances; and, on
the following day, he underwent an
examination at Bow-street, before
the sitting magistrate.

From the statement which was
then made, it appeared that the
prisoner had gone to the New
Hummums on the previous Saturday night, and had requested to be
accommodated with a bed. His appearance was such as to lead to a supposition
that he was a person of respectability, and there was no hesitation in complying
with his desire. The uproar and confusion naturally created by a nocturnal event
of so extraordinary a character, had, however, scarcely subsided, when four other
gentlemen, who slept in the apartments adjoining that of Major Lewis,
discovered that they too had been robbed. One gentleman missed a shirt-pin;
another some English and French money, amounting to about 31.15s.; a third a
loaded pistol, which he carried for his protection, and his purse, containing a
considerable sum in gold and notes; while the rings and purse of the fourth had
been purloined from his dressing-table. In a room opposite to that in which the
prisoner had been placed to sleep, and which had not been occupied for several
nights, the whole of these articles were found strewed indiscriminately about the
floor, under the bed; and with them was also discovered a key, which, on
examination, proved to fit the lock of the

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

risoner’s carpet-bag. The real “Man with the
p 's carpet-bag
: : carpet-bag” was eventually
The same subject was also made the subject of | . ured. and his fate was similar
a farce at one of the minor theatres. TG ;;:e o sy
. whose ojjences nave jusi een
The real “Man with the carpet-bag” was alluded to.

eventually secured, and his fate was similar to
that of the convict MacNamara, whose offences have just been alluded to.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Reform Riots Of 1831-2

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE year 1831 will ever be memorable in the history of Great Britain, for
the struggles by which its progress was characterised, in favour of the great
measure of Reform. There was, in reality, no problem ever more clearly or
more satisfactorily demonstrated, than the iniquities of parliamentary
elections and representation. Half a century had elapsed since reform was on
the point of being achieved by a national movement, when it was arrested by
the “No Popery” riots of Lord George Gordon. Subsequent events of a nature
too powerfully exciting to admit of so large a measure of power to be

98



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

immediately accorded to the people, required its temporary abandonment; but
never entirely laid aside, and always appreciated for its importance and
certain utility, it was reserved to be brought forward at a period when
tranquillity and favouring circumstances should secure for it a triumphant
reception. Such an opportunity presented itself at the commencement of the
reign of a liberal and puissant monarch. In William the Fourth, a king was
found in every respect worthy the admiration and respect of his subjects, and
his reign, short though it was, forms an eventful period of modern history.

The retirement from office of

Other prisoners WAELTY LEE €D those ministers who had so long
fortunate, and paid the forfeil | g ,ved the destinies of the nation,

of their offences, by suffering | ,¢r514ed to the party who had

tmp nsonment}for VDU S cherished the anticipation of their
periods. . .

procuring the adoption of a

measure, which should have for its
effect the removal of the existing abuses, an opportunity of attempting to
carry out the object which they had in view, and which was so anxiously
looked for by the people. The formation of a ministry from among the leaders
of this party was an event highly calculated to excite the most favourable
expectations, and the speedy declaration of the wishes of his majesty being in
entire accordance with those of his people, produced a degree of general
satisfaction, which had not been equalled during a long series of years.
Savile, Wyvile, William Pitt, Charles Grey, Burdett, Cartwright, Brande,
Lambton, and Lord John Russell, were among the names of those by whom
the important topic of reform had been already brought before Parliament,
and the period had now arrived when the exertions of these men were to have
their effect and their reward.

Other prisoners were not so fortunate, and paid the forfeit of their
offences, by suffering imprisonment for various short periods.

In London, too, a similar measure of justice was dealt out to the offenders
who had been secured, but the prisoners were almost all of the very lowest
classes of the people, and their respective cases presented no features of
general interest.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Bristol Riots

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THESE disgraceful proceedings were consequential upon the rejection
of the Reform Bill, to which allusion is made in the last article. Sir
Charles Wetherall, who was recorder of Bristol, had, throughout the
debates which took place upon this most important subject, in his seat in
parliament, delivered himself of sentiments strongly opposed to the great
measure, which was justly looked upon as so important to the interests of
the people; and his conduct had procured for him on this account a
notoriety as unenviable as in the sequel it proved dangerous. The wishes
and the desires of the people were treated by him with levity, and even
with contempt; and in Bristol, more especially, a strong feeling of
hostility was excited against him, from the near connexion by which he
was bound to that city.

It was pretty generally known that Sir Charles would enter Bristol on
the 29th of October, 1831, for the purpose of opening the commission for
the trial of offenders; and very natural apprehensions were entertained
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that his appearance would produce some popular commotion. The mayor
and civic authorities were apprised of the impending danger; and with a
degree of discretion not usually

found to be exercised on such The inquiry continued until the
occasions, they procured the aid of | following Thursday, and then
the military, and swore in a great terminated by a verdict of
number of special constables, in acquittal.

order to be ready to meet and quell
any disturbance or riot which
might arise. The office of special constable was looked upon by the more
respectable portion of the inhabitants as one which, under existing
circumstances, it would be irksome to hold; and many persons were sworn
in, whose conduct in the end unfortunately showed how ill the confidence
placed in them had been bestowed. The consequences were of the most
fatally appalling nature; and the following statement of the occurrences of
the 29th, 30th, and 31st of October will be read with pain, not unmixed
with disgust at the excesses which were committed.

Several witnesses were then called, who proved most distinctly the
active part which Clarke had taken in the disturbances. The trial was
continued by adjournment from Tuesday to Wednesday, when the jury
found Clarke, Kearney, Higgs, Courtney, and Mackay, “Guilty;” but
acquitted Williams.

“Let me most earnestly exhort you all to prepare yourselves, by every
means in your power, for that great and awful change which doth most
assuredly await you within a very short time; apply yourselves earnestly and
fervently to the Throne of Grace, that you may endeavour to obtain from him,
who knows how to reconcile mercy with justice, that forgiveness which the
laws of man cannot extend to you. And now, nothing more remains than the
duty, to me a most painful one, of pronouncing the last sentence of the law—
That you, and every of you, be taken to the place from whence you came, and
from thence to the place of execution, where you will be severally hanged by
the neck until you are dead; and may the Lord, in his infinite goodness, have

mercy on your guilty souls.”

With regard to the conduct of With regard to the conduct of the

the magistracy and the military | Magistracy and the military upon
upon this occasion, it does not | this occasion, it does not become us

become us to offer any to offer any observations. The

observations. demeanour of both was the subject
of legal investigation; and the
determination arrived at must be
deemed to have been both correct and conclusive. The want of energy which,
it must be admitted, was exhibited, must nevertheless be the subject of
universal and most sincere and painful regret.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Jonathan Smithers
Executed for arson and murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

ON Monday morning, May the 28th, 1832, a fire broke out in the lower
part of the house, No. 398, Oxford-street, in the occupation of Mr. Jonathan
Smithers, a tobacconist, which was attended with very serious consequences.
At about six o’clock the police ascertained the existence of a conflagration at
the lower part of the house, by the sudden issue of a large quantity of smoke
and flame from the shop and house doors, and from the fan-light over the
latter; and proceeding immediately to the spot, they found Mr. The servant-
girl at the third-floor window made signs that she would throw herself into
the street, but was entreated to endeavour to descend to a lower floor, before
she made so hazardous an attempt to save her life. The cries which were
addressed to her prevailed, and she soon appeared at the second-floor front
room, having experienced considerable difficulty in making her way down
the staircase. Several men then ranged themselves under the window to catch
her in her descent; and the girl, exerting her courage, presently found strength
of mind to throw herself out, and alighted safely in the arms of one of those

102



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

below. The man was knocked down, and considerably hurt, but the girl
walked away comparatively uninjured.

But the worst part of our narrative is yet to be related. The second floor of
the house was occupied by an elderly lady, named Twamley, and her family,
consisting of two daughters, Eliza and Caroline, an orphan boy about eleven
years of age, named Farengo, the nephew of the young ladies, and a Miss
Thomasin, their niece. Her position was seen by some of the neighbours
living at the back; and they called to her to beware of an abyss which lay in
her path, and which separated the leads of Smithers’ house from others at the
rear of some other premises, and that they would rescue her from her perilous
situation. A ladder was procured, and raised against the place where she
stood; but before efficient aid could be rendered her, overcome by fright, she
dropped to the leads below, with her mother in her arms. The distance which
they fell was from twelve to fourteen feet; and both ladies were materially
injured. Mrs. Twamley was immediately conveyed to a place of safety, where
medical aid was procured; but death put an end to her sufferings after a
period of two hours. Miss Twamley also received such medical assistance as
her injuries required.

Smithers, it appears, had carried on business for a considerable period in
the shop in Oxford-street. He was insured for nearly 7001., which may in
some degree account for his being guilty of the diabolical crime of which he
was convicted. Miss Twamley, the victim of his foul machinations, had been
a dancer at Covent Garden Theatre, and was a fine young woman. Her
nephew, who was also killed, was the son of a deceased married sister. Miss
Caroline Twamley was visited during a long illness, which succeeded the
dreadful events which we have detailed, by many persons of distinction, who
took a kind and generous interest in her welfare.

The prosecution of Smithers
was carried on at the expense of the His execution took place on
parish of St. Ann, Westminster. His | Monday, the 9th of July 1832.
execution took place on Monday,
the 9th of July 1832.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Cook
Executed for the murder of mr. paas

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

THIS diabolical murder of which Cook was guilty, attracted a very
considerable portion of the public attention.

Mr. Paas, it appears, was a respectable tradesman carrying on a business at
No. 44, High Holborn, London, as a manufacturer of such brass instruments
as are used by bookbinders. Cook, his murderer, was a bookbinder at
Leicester. Paas wrote to Cook saying, that he should visit Leicester in a few
days, when he hoped to receive the amount of his bill. On Wednesday, May
the 30th, Mr. Paas accordingly arrived in Leicester, and put up at the Stag
and Pheasant Inn. In the afternoon he quitted that house, and proceeded upon
his rounds for the purpose of collecting the accounts due to him in the town.
He called at several places, and amongst others at the house of Cook; but
after leaving there, he was seen by one of his customers, of whom he made
inquiries as to Cook’s solvency, and whom he informed that he had already
called upon him to pay an account, and that he had been requested to call
again in the evening. Mr. Paas was not seen alive again after this; and the
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result showed that he had been wilfully and most diabolically murdered by
his customer and debtor.

. . . When the body of the convict had

Previously to his execution hung the usual time after his
he made a confession of the execution, it was cut down and
circumstances of the murder conveyed back to the jail, in order
more in detail than those which that the necessary preparations
he had previously delivered. He might be made to carry out that
said that he had had the murder port‘wn of thf’ senter-lce oL
. . directed his remains to...
in contemplation for a week

before its commission; and that

the visit of Mr. Turning on his back, his arms were convulsed for a few
moments, when they ceased to move, and “all was over.” His murderer now
retired from the room, and locked the door, but returned again at night to
dispose of the body. He then declared, as a dying man, that he had consumed
by fire every particle of the body and clothes of the deceased gentleman,
except those parts which had been found; and he stated that pride had driven
him to commit the crime, and that he was desirous of procuring money, in
order to embark for America. He alluded, with seeming horror, to a
connexion which he had formed with a society of young men, who professed
Deism, in Leicester, and at whose meetings the works of Tom Paine, Carlile,
and others, were read; and emphatically added, “Until I got connected with
these persons, attending as I did some place of religious worship three times
every Sunday, I considered myself a moral young man; but my heart was
changed by their example.”

When the body of the convict had hung the usual time after his execution,
it was cut down and conveyed back to the jail, in order that the necessary
preparations might be made to carry out that portion of the sentence which
directed his remains to be gibbeted in chains. The head was shaved and
tarred, to preserve it from the action of the weather; and the cap in which he
had suffered, was drawn over his face. On Saturday afternoon his body,
attired as at the time of his execution, having been firmly fixed in the irons
necessary to keep the limbs together, was carried to the place of its intended
suspension in Saffron-lane, not far from the Aylestone Toll-gate, a short
distance out of the town of Leicester. Representations were, in consequence,
made to the authorities, and on the following Tuesday morning, instructions
were received from the Home Office, directing the removal of the gibbet, and
granting the remission of that portion of the sentence, by which this
exposure, the remnant only of a barbarous age, was required. These orders
were immediately obeyed; and the body was subsequently buried in
Leicester.

105



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

4l
I

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Jobling

! \ PN Executed for murder

R

Jobling and Armstrong attacking Mr.
Fairles. P. 354

AT the Durham assizes, on Wednesday the 1st of August 1832, William
Jobling was tried on an indictment charging him with the wilful murder of
Mr. Fairles, a magistrate, on the previous 11th of June. Mr. Fairles, it
appeared, had given offence to the colliers, from his spirited exertions to
suppress their riotous proceedings. On the day in question he was returning
from the Jarrow Colliery on his pony, when he was overtaken by the prisoner
and a man named Armstrong,
who, having first asked him

for money, dragged him from 4, as authorised the court to direct
his horse and beat him | that the body of a prisoner convicted
unmercifully with a of murder should, after execution, be
bludgeon, and also pelted hung in chains, and also so much of
him with’stones as he lay on the said recited act, made and passed
the ground. Mr. Fairles was in the second fmd third year of the
found in a state of reign of W-

insensibility, and, on his

106



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

recovery, swore distinctly to the prisoner and Armstrong, as the persons by
whom he had been attacked. He subsequently died of his wounds. The
prisoner was secured at Shields; Armstrong escaped; the prisoner was found
“Guilty,” and received sentence to die on Friday—his body to be hung in
chains.

The law by which this exposure was authorised was enacted by the statute
2 and 3 W. 4, c. 75, s. 16. That act provides, “Whereas an act was passed in
the 9th year of the reign of his late majesty (9 Geo. 4, c. 31), for
consolidating and amending the statutes in England relating to offences
against the person, by which latter act it is enacted, that the body of every
person convicted of murder shall, after execution, either be dissected or hung
in chains, as to the court who tried the offender shall seem meet, and that the
sentence to be pronounced by the court shall express that the body of the
offender shall be dissected or hung in chains, whichsoever of the two the
court shall order; Be it enacted, that so much of the said last recited act as
authorises the court, if it shall see fit, to direct that the body of a person
convicted shall, after execution, be dissected, be and the same is hereby
repealed; and that, in every case of the conviction of any person for murder,
the court before which such prisoner shall have been tried shall direct such
prisoner either to be hung in chains or to be buried within the precincts of the
prison in which such prisoner shall have been confined after conviction, as to
such court shall seem meet; and that the sentence to be pronounced by the
court shall express, that the body of such prisoner shall be hung in chains, or
buried within the precincts of the prison, whichsoever of the two the court
shall order.”

The legislature appears to have duly estimated the extent of the disgust
created by the two exhibitions which have been referred to of the remains of
Cook and Jobling; and, by the 4 and 5 W. 4, c. 26, s. 1, the provisions of the
statute last mentioned are repealed, so far as they relate to the hanging of
criminals in chains. That act enacts (after reciting the provisions of the
statutes of 9 Geo. 4, and 2 and 3 W. 4), “That so much of the said recited act,
made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Geo. 4, as authorised the
court to direct that the body of a prisoner convicted of murder should, after
execution, be hung in chains, and also so much of the said recited act, made
and passed in the second and third year of the reign of W. 4 as provided, that
in every case of the conviction of any prisoner for murder, the court should
direct such prisoner to be hung in chains, should be and the same is hereby
repealed.”
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Dennis Collins
Convicted of high treason, in throwing a

stone at king william iv

THIS extraordinary attack on the person
of his majesty took place at Ascot Heath
races, for many years the resort of the royal
family. The assault, for in common parlance & J:
it amounted to no more, appears to have
originated in nothing more than an insane
desire on the part of the person who was _
guilty of it to vent his anger on the king fora
supposed injury, inflicted on him in the
forfeiture of a pension which had been Period Newgate illustration of
granted to him for past services in the navy. S

It was on Thursday, the 19th of June 1832, that this attack was made. His majesty,
accompanied by his consort, had just reached the grand stand on the race-course, and
had advanced to the front window to acknowledge the respectful greetings of his
people, when two stones, thrown in quick succession after each other, were seen to fly
in the direction of the window at which the royal party was stationed. His majesty was
much agitated, and retired to the inner part of the room, apparently in alarm lest any
further violence should be attempted, and was observed to express considerable fear
lest her majesty, or any of the females of the suite, might receive injury; but in a few
moments he regained his self-possession, and presented himself at the window to
assure the public of his safety. His majesty had received a slight injury only, owing to
the stone having fallen upon his hat; and the royal party appeared perfectly re-assured
long before the alarm created in the minds of those present had subsided, and they had
become convinced that the attack was not the subject
of some deep laid and villanous plot. ST

Collins, at the time of his trial, was upwards of | commuted to transportation
seventy years of age, and, as his defence before the | for life, and he was sent from
magistrates imported, he had served in the navy for this “’"""ny,‘;,f,’f‘" Dieman’s
many years. His gallant conduct in an action was the
cause of his losing his leg, and he was compelled to
quit the service. He subsequently exerted himself to procure his admission to
Greenwich Hospital, and eventually he succeeded; but he was expelled for the
misconduct which he pointed out. From this time he appears to have supported himself
by begging, and he was well known at the various fairs and race-courses, which,
however, he had previously been in the habit of frequenting in a similar character.

His sentence was eventually commuted to transportation for life, and he was sent
from this country to Van Dieman’s Land. A short residence in that colony ended his
days. He died at Port Philip in the spring of the year 1834.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Kennedy And William Brown

Tried for a murder committed on the river thames

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS unfortunate case produced a deep sensation throughout the
metropolis, and for a considerable space of time tended, in a very material
degree, to prevent persons attached to the exercise of rowing on the river
Thames from pursuing their favourite sport. The circumstances of the death
of the deceased are singular, and deserve to be related.
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It appears, that Mr. William Wilkinson was the managing clerk to Messrs.
He saw that his hands were pushed away from their hold by the same man
who had before been active in the robbery, and then the same man and his
companion struck him repeatedly and violently over the head and hands with
their sculls. Mr. Smales cried “Murder,” at perceiving the imminent danger in
which his friend was placed, and exerted himself to save him by throwing to
him two of the sculls in his boat. His efforts were, however, futile, and he
saw Mr. Wilkinson sink, apparently overpowered by the blows which he had
received. The boat in which their assailants were now rowed away as quickly
as possible, and the waiter and jack-in-the-water at the Spread Eagle, alarmed
by the outcry, put off to the assistance of Mr. Smales. He acquainted them
with what had passed, and urged them to endeavour to save his friend, but
they were unable to render any effectual aid, and were compelled to give up
their search after a useless attempt to recover the body of Mr. Wilkinson.
Fresh assistance from the shore was procured, and drags were employed, but

to no purpose.

Their punishment was

eventually commuted to In the course of the trial,
transportation, to which they | however, circumstances had arisen

had confessed themselves which induced a belief on the minds

liable. of the jury, that there might be some
doubts whether the intention of the
prisoners might not have been that
which they had pointed out, and whether in fact the blows received by the
deceased might not have been unintentionally dealt by the hand of his friend,
Mr. Smales. The evidence which was adduced, compelled them to return a
verdict of “guilty,” but immediately after the trial a petition was prepared and
signed by them, in which they prayed that some further inquiry might take
place, with a view to the commutation of the punishment, to which the
prisoners had been sentenced. The crime of murder had no doubt been
proved, but the remarkable nature of the transaction rendered it advisable
that, while justice was impartially administered, its dictates should not be
obeyed with harshness. During their imprisonment they had conducted
themselves in a manner to show their sincere penitence for the crimes which
had marked their previous lives. They admitted their participation in many
robberies on the river, and on its banks, for which they had frequently been
apprehended, and acknowledged the wickedness of their career.

Their punishment was eventually commuted to transportation, to which
they had confessed themselves liable.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Johnson
Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS is an instance of murder, in which the depravity of the human
mind is painfully depicted. The victim of the foul deed was a young man
named Benjamin Danby, the son of a respectable tradesman, a forensic
wig maker, in the Temple. Towards the close of the year 1832, he took up
his residence at the house of his cousin, a Mr. Addington, a baker, living
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at Chase Side, Enfield Chase. His manners were remarkable for all that
freedom and eccentricity for which persons in his situation are proverbial,
and with his pockets well lined with cash, and possessed of a warm and
generous disposition, he soon became a great favourite among the
villagers. His acquaintance among them was extensive, and he not
unfrequently enjoyed his cigar, and a game at dominoes, at the “Three
Horse Shoes,” a small public-house in the village. It was here that he met
with his future murderers. His attachment to frolic, and his easy good-
nature, had led him to form acquaintances among persons of low
character, and of abandoned habits, in the neighbourhood; but he dearly
paid the forfeit of his imprudence.

On Wednesday afternoon, the 19th of December, 1832, at about four
o’clock, he quitted Mr. Addington’s house for the last time. Four persons,
named William Johnson, the son of a gardener in the vicinity; Richard
Wagstaff, a baker; Samuel Cooper, a carter, who was quite a lad, and the
son of a labouring man; and Samuel Sleath, or Fare, a person who
appeared to have no determined occupation, were seen in his company,
and they were engaged playing at dominoes (as usual), and drinking
together, apparently upon excellent terms. At about a quarter past ten
o’clock young Danby declared that he must go home; but he had now
become somewhat intoxicated, and on his reaching the open air, he was
observed by Mrs. Perry, the landlady of the public-house, to stagger.
Johnson and Fare said that they would see him home; but their manner
induced a suspicion in the mind of Wagstaff that they were going to rob
him: he therefore called to young Cooper to come away; but his answer
was, that he had been with them all the evening, and that he meant to “go
up there” with them now. Wagstaff then went away in a direction the
contrary to that taken by Danby
and the others.

A verdict of “Guilty” was
returned, and the prisoner was

Fare, it appears, was like | sentenced to be transported for
Johnson a native of Enfield, and at fourteen years.

the time of his apprehension lived
with his mother, a widow in that
village. He had been occasionally employed among his neighbours at
jobbing-work of all descriptions, and was at the time of the murder in
extreme poverty.

Cooper, the companion in guilt of the two convicts, having been
detained in custody until the end of the sessions, was then discharged.
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SR E AN FUN S THIS atrocious outrage was committed on
James B“;Z:“r;'r'ﬂ‘:zd Thomas the night of the 2d of November 1832, at a place
Convicted of burglary called Tunley, within two miles of Disley and six

miles of Gloucester, at a farm-house,
the residence of Mr. Hancox. Mr.
| Hancox, it appears, had a family
| consisting of two sons and several
daughters, who resided with their
| father and mother at the farm of
| Tunley. The young Hancoxes
" | assisted their father, who was
| becoming aged, in the management
of the farm, while their sisters were
equally engaged in such occupations
as befitted their sex and age.

On the night of the 2d of
November, the elder of Mr. Hancox’s
| sons was in the homestead or farm-

Period Newgate illustration of a yard attached to his father’s house,
similar incident. when he observed three men
approaching whose appearance was

strange to him, and whose intentions he was disposed to believe were not honest,
as the farm was considerably out of the main road, and nearly two miles from any
other house. An observation was made by one of the party, the precise nature of
which was not heard; and young Hancox turning round to ascertain what was said,
suddenly received in his face and eyes the greater portion of the contents of a pistol
discharged by one of his assailants, consisting of small shot and sand. The
unfortunate young man blinded, and for a moment deprived of his senses, fell to
the ground; but his father entering the kitchen at the moment of the discharge of the
pistol, was also wounded by some of the shot. The disturbance created by this
sudden attack instantly attracted to the spot the other inmates of the house; and
Mrs. Hancox and her younger son directly afterwards entered the kitchen. They
were, however, felled to the ground by the same ruffian who had fired the pistol;
and then a second fellow armed with a sword advanced to them, and swore he
would murder them if they made any outcry, or

The sentence of death was attempted any resistance.
executed upon james Berryman The superior atrocity of the conduct of the
at Gloucester, on Saturday the . .

20th of April. prisoner James Berryman, marked him as a fit
object for the infliction of a punishment of a
serious nature, and he was sentenced to death,
while his brother received sentence of transportation for life.

The sentence of death was executed upon James Berryman at Gloucester, on

Saturday the 20th of April.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Richard Coster
Transported for forgery

THE name of Richard Coster will long be
remembered in the city of London. A most ‘
accomplished and successful swindler, he for =
years succeeded in evading that purushment
which was the just reward of his offences [
against society; but at length, like all other of (.
his class, he over-reached his owning enuity, =
and met the fit return for his numerous frauds :
in a sentence of transportation. -

We are not able to supply our readers  Period Newgate illustration
either with the date or the name of the place of a similar incident.
of the birth of our hero, neither are we in
possession of the mean of informing them who were his parents, or what was the
sphere of life in which they moved. From the extent of the education of their son,
however, it is pretty evident that their rank was considerably below that which may
be denominated as the “genteel;” and the same conclusion may also be drawn from
the very early period of life at which this most daring public depredator was placed
“upon his own bottom,” and sent forth to gain a living for himself. Horse
chaunters, or copers, swindlers of all sorts, utterers of base coin, thieves, “et hoc
omne genus,” were his constant companions, and Coster now became the
competent associate of all. He felt, however, that he had a genius above the
situation in which he was placed, and that his present calling was beneath the
position which he ought to fill, and he soon quitted dealing in apples, and, by the
various gradations of a small horse-dealer, an occasional purchaser of the proceeds
of the produce of his associates’ plunder, and the other occupations commonly
followed by such “men upon town,” he at length started in the year 1810, in
Queen-street, Bristol, as a general agent and bill -
discounter. - feehamey

After undergoing several examinations at the sentence of transportation.
Mansion House, the prisoners were committed
to Newgate for trial; and on Tuesday, the 16th of April 1833, were convicted at the
Old Bailey. This result to the investigation was principally secured by the
testimony of two men, who had formerly been instruments in the hands of Coster,
and who gave an extraordinary account of the success of the schemes of their late
master.

At the conclusion of the same sessions Coster was sentenced to be transported
for life; but his servant, Smith, was unable to attend the court, in consequence of
severe ill health, and his judgment was respited. At a subsequent period, however,
he also received sentence of transportation.
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- x;‘gé OF NEWGATE
ey Job Cox
SRR Transported for letter-stealing
@ THE oftfence of which this young
¢ man was convicted, at the time of its

commission subjected its perpetrator

to capital punishment. The particular
. case is not remarkable for any
- | peculiarity, but it is fit that it should be
. mentioned in connexion with the
¢ observations made in allusion to the
- conduct of the learned recorder of the
city of London, with reference to his
neglect of the highly important duties
entrusted to him. In the case of
Hunton, who was convicted of forgery,
it will be seen that the recorder, by a
delay in conveying the result of his report upon the cases of capital felons to his
majesty, suffered several wretched prisoners to remain in suspense as to their fate
for many hours longer than was necessary. In the present instance, he actually
signed a warrant for the execution of the convict, although at the privy council it
had been determined that the life of the unhappy wretch should be spared.

Cox was a postman in the service of the General Post Office, and in the instance
in which he was charged with abstracting a letter from those entrusted to him for
delivery, and appropriating its contents to his own use, it appeared that on the 18th
of March 1833, a Mr. Foreman, of No. 101, Grafton-street, Dublin, had sent a letter
containing a 10l. bank note, addressed to his brother, Mr. H. Foreman, in Queen-
street, Clerkenwell, which, however, never reached its destination. Inquiry being
made at the post-office, Cox was found to have signed a book in the ordinary way
as having received the letter, and it was subsequently ascertained that he had paid
the same note to Mr. Lott, a publican in Lambeth, who had given him change for it.
There were reasons to believe that Cox had been guilty of other offences of a
similar character, and he was taken into
custody.

o=
Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

The useless form of reporting the
cases of felons sentenced to death
has since been removed, and the

aemcspenatsin ceses o/ | “The Hon. C. Ewan Law, son of the lae
away, and the less severe punishment Lord EHCIlbOI'OUgh, was subsequently
of transportation substituted for it. | ejected to fill the office which Mr. Knowlys
had occupied, and the duties of which he has

ably discharged up to the present period.
The useless form of reporting the cases of felons sentenced to death has since
been removed, and the capital penalty in cases of letter-stealing has also been taken

away, and the less severe punishment of transportation substituted for it.
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Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS affair, which produced much bitterness of feeling between the
people and the Metropolitan Police, occurred on Monday the 13th of May
1833. For some time before, the streets of London had been placarded with
bills announcing the intention of certain parties to hold a meeting in a place
called the Calthorpe Estate, at the back of the Cold Bath Fields Prison, its
professed object being to adopt measures preparatory to a National
Convention being held; and in consequence, a government proclamation was
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issued, declaring a meeting for that purpose to be illegal, and warning all
persons to abstain from attending it or taking any part in its proceedings.

This proclamation, there is little doubt, tended in a very material degree to
produce the very evil which it was intended to repress. The intention to hold
the meeting was little known, for the party by which it was called was an
obscure though violent political sect; but the effect of the government
notification was to excite the curiosity of many who were driven to the spot,
to which otherwise they would have had no attraction, for the purpose of
witnessing whatever might take place. Precautions were taken by the
government to secure the public peace, which, had they been adopted in a
proper spirit, would have been most praiseworthy. The very consequence,
however, of the extensive preparations which were made, was to attract fresh
curiosity, and to draw new
observers to the scene of the
proposed meeting.

Tilley, whose name has been
mentioned, was liberated on bail,
on Fursey’s acquittal taking place,

Much ill-feeling was the charge against him, as has
produced by this unfortunate | been already said, being found to
affair towards the police and the be without foundation.
government. The police at their
establishment had been

exceedingly unpopular, from the military constitution of the force; but their
usefulness had now begun to counterbalance the feeling which had so
unfavourably prevailed. Their conduct at the Calthorpe-street riot did much
to make them hateful to the lower orders, who were unable to draw the
distinction between the intemperance of a few, and the usefulness of the main
body. The conduct of the mob can be justified only by the attack which it is
clear was made upon them; but the act of murder, and the attempt made to
kill or disable Brooks and Redwood, are offences which appear to have been
quite unwarranted by the circumstances which preceded them.

Fursey, after his trial, recovered 40l. damages against the proprietor of
“The Morning Chronicle” newspaper, for publishing a libel, imputing to him
the murder of Cully. Tilley, whose name has been mentioned, was liberated
on bail, on Fursey’s acquittal taking place, the charge against him, as has
been already said, being found to be without foundation.

117



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Crofts
Transported for burglary

THE circumstances of the
apprehension of this fellow are so
singular that they deserve to be
recorded.

On the 8th of February 1834,
he was indicted at the Surrey
sessions for entering the house of
a poor widow woman at
Cheddington, in the county of
Surrey, and stealing therefrom all
the little property she was

— possessed of in the world. The
Period Newgate illustration of a trial of the prisoner excited a
similar incident. considerable degree of interest.
In a few broken sentences,
which were rendered almost inaudible by grief, she told what had occurred,
and, pointing to the wood, said that she saw the thief disappear a short time
before in the thicket. The prisoner was then conveyed to the widow’s house;
and when the bundle containing her all was produced, she manifested the
greatest joy, giving utterance to expressions of thanks to the gentlemen
through whose exertions in her behalf her property had been restored, and the
thief secured. In the course of the examination of the various articles taken by
the prisoner on the occasion, the widow complained, in doleful accents, that
she missed the wedding-ring of her poor dear first husband. Colonel
Vandeleur, on hearing this, undertook the office of constable, and
immediately proceeded to “rub down” (search) the accused, when, to the
delight of the widow’s eyes, he discovered the ring wrapped up in paper, in
which it had remained for years, concealed
in the prisoner’s waistcoat pocket.

The jury found the prisoner
“Guilty;” and the chairman, after
commenting on the aggravated

circumstances under which the . : « . KT
robbery was committed, sentenced The Jury found the prisoncr Gullty’

him to be transported for life. and the chairman, after commenting on the
aggravated circumstances under which the
robbery was committed, sentenced him to be transported for life.

The prisoner was a stout, hardy fellow, but was unknown in the
neighbourhood of the scene of his offence.
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|
|

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Lovelace, And Others; “The

Dorchester Labourers.” TR -
Transported for administering unlawful oaths e

IN the instance of the riot | :
in Calthorpe-street, reference |
has been made to a combination | {3
or union of the working classes,
confederated for the purpose of i - 4
securing certain political objects. | Y
The system of “Unions,” which '
was commenced in the
metropolis, and the larger towns
of the kingdom, was not,
however, confined exclusively
to those thickly populated
districts, nor were the objects of
these societies limited to those
which were merely of a political
nature. In various parts of the
country associations were formed with a view of maintaining the prices of labour,
and with other objects more especially connected with the social welfare of the
community.

The case of the Dorchester labourers is one which has attracted a vast degree of
general observation and attention. The evil effects of the system may be collected
from the following statement of the charges preferred against them, at the
Dorchester assizes, on the 17th of March, 1834, and of the facts which were
proved in evidence upon their trial.

In pursuance of this sentence the | At the commencement of the year
prisoners were subsequently conveyed to | 1838, those who had chosen to return
New South Wales by the Surrey transport | pp.. England were landed at

'ymouth—several of them, however,
Ship, the offence of which they had been having preferred to remain in the
convicted being deemed to be of a nature colony to which they had been

. . transported.

so heinous, as not to be expiated by an
imprisonment in this country. This
proceeding by the political supporters of the system of unions, was looked upon as
one which was exceedingly harsh and unjustifiable under the circumstances of the
case, and loud and repeated remonstrances were made, both within and without the
walls of parliament, against it. For a considerable time the government declared its
unwillingness to interfere to direct any amelioration in the punishment directed to
be inflicted upon the offenders; but at length, however, they yielded to the constant
exertions of the friends of the prisoners, and granted a free pardon to them all.

~\

OSSN T s . GRS
Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Alfred Rae

Convicted of a criminal assault

THIS person, at the date of his

trial, was a youth who had just
attained the age of fifteen years
only. He appeared to have been
well brought up, and to have
received a good education; but no
effort could induce him to divulge
the residence of his parents, or of
any person with whom he was
connected, or indeed to give any
account of himself. He was a stout,
well-made lad, and appeared to
possess a degree of strength
beyond his years. His offence
undoubtedly is one of a most
extraordinary description.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

He was indicted at the Launceston assizes on Tuesday, the 1st of April
1834, for having assaulted Grace Brenn,
with intent to commit a rape.

Had she not resisted to the life,

and had he accomplished his The prosecutrix appeared in court to

guilty and brutal purpose, nothing | oiye eyidence. She was apparently in a
could have saved him from an .

ignominious death. state of extreme suffering. She stated

herself to be a widow with two children,
and to be thirty-one years of age. Her
appearance denoted her to be of a delicate constitution, and gained for her
much sympathy. Her evidence was to the following effect:—

Counsel addressed the jury on behalf of the prisoner, endeavouring to
show that the youth for a time must have been possessed of a demon, or that
the whole account of the prosecutrix was exaggerated, as it appeared more
like a tale of fancy than an exposition of facts.

His lordship charged the jury, who, without much hesitation, returned a
verdict of “Guilty,” with a recommendation to mercy.

The learned judge, in delivering the sentence of two years’ imprisonment
and hard labour, explained that the prisoner owed his life to the courageous
conduct of the prosecutrix. Had she not resisted to the life, and had he
accomplished his guilty and brutal purpose, nothing could have saved him
from an ignominious death.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

- James Page
e - Transported for maliciously wounding cattle
e WY

S 7

»
g

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

AS yet we have presented our readers with no instance of the conviction
of a prisoner for the offence of maiming cattle. The case of James Page is
worthy of observation.

He was indicted at the Bedford assizes on Wednesday, the 16th of July
1834, for maliciously and feloniously wounding three cows and a mare, the
property of Mr. William George, a farmer at Houghton Conquest, on the
previous 1st of May. The prisoner was a pauper of the parish of which the
prosecutor was overseer; and, having applied for relief, was set to break
stones on the roads. This employment seemed to produce an ill feeling in his
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mind towards Mr. George, and he was heard to express his dissatisfaction.
On the night of the 30th of April, Mr. George’s cattle were placed in a
particular field in his farm in good health and condition, but in the morning,
at four o’clock, three fine cows and a mare were found to have been
hamstrung, and so severely injured as to render it necessary that they should
all be killed. The evidence by which this offence was brought home to the
prisoner consisted of the repetition of observations made by him, subsequent
to the 1st of May, in reference to the act, and the testimony of one Chappell,
to whom the prisoner had proposed that he should accompany him to execute
his base purpose.

. Edwards was sentenced to two
On the following Tuesday, years’ imprisonment in Newgate;
the 19th of May, the prisoners, Weedon to twelve months’
except Mrs. Lecasser, who was imprisonment in the House of
discharged, were fully Correction; and Lecasser to six
committed to take their trial at months’ imprisonment in the
the next Old Bailey Sessions. same jail.

Their committal was made out
under the provisions of statute 7
& 8 Geo. IV. c. 29, c. 6, which enacts, “That if any person rob another person
of any chattel, money, or valuable security, every such offender being
convicted thereof, shall suffer death as a felon. And if any person shall steal
any such property from the person of another, or shall assault any other
person with intent to rob him, or shall with menaces or by force, demand any
such property of any other person, with intent to steal the same, every such
offender shall be guilty of felony; and being convicted thereof, shall be
liable, at the discretion of the court, to be transported beyond the seas for life,
or for any term not less than seven years; or to be imprisoned for any term
not exceeding four years; and, if male, to be once or twice publicly whipped
(if the court shall think fit) in addition to such punishment.”

On Friday, the 1st of August, the whole of the parties were put upon their
trial at the Middlesex Sessions. The case occupied the Court until ten o’clock
at night, when it terminated in a verdict of acquittal as regarded Mrs.
Canning, and of guilty of the offence of conspiracy against Edwards and
Weedon, and of guilty of an assault against Lecasser.

Edwards was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in Newgate; Weedon
to twelve months’ imprisonment in the House of Correction; and Lecasser to
six months’ imprisonment in the same jail.
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—==—=—————————  THIS remarkable murder was
Joseph Mosele(;lFRElY&} :jvtilliam Garside committed on the 3rd of J anuary, 1831 >
Executed for murder although the strong arm of the law did
not reach its guilty perpetrators until
August 1834. The case is worthy of
|| note, not only from the length of time
which intervened between the murder,
and the time when the murderers were
discovered, but also from a remarkable
dispute having arisen with regard to the
!l execution of the criminals, and the
| consequent delay of the sentence
| passed upon them.
| The murder occurred at the
“| beginning of the year 1831, a period
| when there was much discontent
o - ! exhibited by the labouring population
Period Newgate illustration of a of England, engaged in agricultural and
similar incident. in manufacturing pursuits. At Ashton,
and many other places in the
neighbourhood of Manchester, which were thickly inhabited by cotton-spinners,
and other persons employed in the various factories of that district, the feeling of
distaste towards the masters was almost universal; and “unions” were formed
amongst the men, who were bound by the terms of the compact into which they
entered, to work only at certain prices for their labour, which they desired to dictate
to their masters, and to hold commune with no man who presumed to labour for
smaller wages than those they chose to accept. Thomas Ashton, the victim of the
murder, was the younger son of a master cotton-spinner at Hyde. It is remarkable
that at this place little discontent was shown by the workmen, who were employed
at the usual wages; but the master-spinners of Ashton justified their refusal to raise
the wages of their men, upon this circumstance; and as this was known to have
excited dissatisfaction among the workmen at the latter place, little doubts were
entertained that they were the persons to

At the Assizes for the County of whom the diabolical act would be traced.
Chester, held in the month of April, At nine o’clock in the morning the

1835, a bill of indictment was . ted th ffold. Garsid
preferred against Scholfield, but it pqsoners mounte € sca 0 ’ a.-rSI €
was ignored; and he was, in being first, and they were immediately
LR U s GO e turned off; Garside’s last words being,

“All the statements that I have made at
different times since my conviction are false.”
At the Assizes for the County of Chester, held in the month of April, 1835, a
bill of indictment was preferred against Scholfield, but it was ignored; and he was,
in consequence, set at liberty.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Edward Chalker And Jeremy Keys

Tried for murder

AT the Bury Assizes, on Thursday the =/
26th of March, 1835, Edward Chalker
and Jeremy Keys, were indicted for the &
murder of Bryan Green, on the 22nd of
November.—The  unfortunate  man,
whose fatal end led to the inquiry, was {5
one of the under-gamekeepers of Miss 1 £
Lloyd, the lady of the manor of .
Hintlesham; and on the night of the 22nd > =
of November, he and a fellow-servant ;)
named Masterman, were on the watch in .
the great wood upon the manor, which ty'
was well stocked with pheasants; and ! ¢~ -
which was separated from a smaller ol -

wood by a glade. Nothing particular Period Newgate illustration
occurred till half-past three in the of a similar incident.

morning, when they heard the whiz of an

air-gun very near the place where they had posted themselves. The cock of the
pistol was struck down, but the pan had not risen, and the pistol, consequently, had
not gone off. His gun was found with the barrel broken from the stock, and on the
breech a piece of skin and hair and some blood were observed, and a recently
killed pheasant and a bludgeon were lying close by.

It appeared that the prisoners were in the habit of frequenting a beer-house,
called the “Fox and Grapes,” at Ipswich, which was six or seven miles from
Hintlesham; and a day or two before the evening in question, Chalker told a Mr.
Frost, who was drinking there, that he would give him a pheasant for his Sunday’s
dinner. In the afternoon of the 22nd, one Upson, the village smith, went to the Fox
and Grapes to repair the lock of the cellar door, and whilst he was in the cellar the
landlady heard the peculiar sound which is made by discharging an air-gun; and it
appeared that the prisoner, Chalker, kept his in the cellar. It was further proved that
the prisoners and two other men left the house on that evening, and returned early
the next morning, when some mysterious conversation was heard between them,
respecting Hintlesham wood. Other corroborative facts were given in evidence,
which clearly proved that Chalker had been concerned in the dreadful transaction.
The evidence respecting Keys was not so conclusive. Chalker was found guilty,
but Keys was acquitted.

The former received sentence of death, and was executed on the following
Monday, the 30th of March.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Mary Anne Burdock

Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

GREAT excitement and extraordinary interest was created at the Bristol
Assizes, held in the month of April, 1835, before the Recorder (Sir Charles
Wetherell), by the trial of a woman named Mary Anne Burdock, who stood
indicted for the wilful murder of an old lady named Clara Anne Smith, who
had been her lodger, and whom, it was alleged, she had poisoned with yellow
arsenic, to obtain possession of her property. The trial commenced on Friday
the 10th of April, and was continued through the whole of that day and
Saturday, and the Recorder did not proceed to sum up till Monday, the jury
having been kept under the care of the proper officers during the whole of the
time.
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The evidence was circumstantial, but perfectly conclusive. It appeared that
the deceased, a widow aged sixty, went to lodge with the prisoner at Bristol,
in the year 1833, and was known to be possessed of considerable property, in
sovereigns and bank-notes. Shortly afterwards an undertaker, named
Thompson, was sent for by the prisoner, who told him she had an old lady
dead in her house, who died very poor, and had no friends, and who must
therefore be buried at as little expense as possible. A coffin and coffin-plate,
on which were the deceased’s name and age, were in consequence provided,
and the lady was interred in St. Augustine’s church-yard, at eight in the
morning, of the 30th of October. The prisoner, previous to this, was very
poor, and lived with a man named Wade. Subsequent to the funeral of the
deceased, she suddenly became possessed of wealth, and said she had been
left a large property by her uncle. Wade went into business, but died in the
April following, and made a will, by which he settled considerable property
on the prisoner, including stock in trade, valued at 7001. She was also proved
to have 600l in cash. She told one of the witnesses that a rich old lady had
died in her house, and left her
property to Wade.

She was forty years of age at
the time of her execution.

On Wednesday, the 15th of
April, the unhappy wretch was
hanged. During the religious service before execution she sat sullenly silent,
never once rising or kneeling. At the conclusion of the sermon she got up
without betraying any emotion, and left the chapel with firmness. But
afterwards, when in the room under the platform, having her dress arranged,
when the fatal cap was placed on her head, and the rope round her neck, she
certainly joined in the prayers which the chaplain continued, with something
like feeling—repeating the responses of “Lord have mercy on my soul!”
“Christ have mercy on my soul!” with earnestness. In this room she lingered
long, and appeared to lengthen the time, and it was here generally expected
that she would have confessed the justice of her sentence—but, alas! she
made no statement whatever. She ascended to the fatal drop with
comparative firmness, but looked pale and ghastly, and evidently now felt
intensely. She quickly dropped the handkerchief, and the fatal bolt was drawn
at exactly twenty minutes before two o’clock in the afternoon. Her weight
evidently caused instant death.

The wretched woman, it appears, was a native of Bristol, in which city she
passed her life. She was forty years of age at the time of her execution.
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THE circumstances
attending the murder of which R
Carroll was guilty may be & ’1&.
related in a very short space. »

Carroll, it appears, was a
native of Ballihoy in Ireland,
and at the age of twenty-two
years enlisted in the 7th
regiment of Fusileers. He
remained in this corps during
a period of seven years, at the
expiration of which time he
received  his  discharge.
Browning had invited some
friends to tea amongst whom
he was not numbered. Some angry words ensued between them; and with
difficulty Carroll was ejected from the house. On the next moming he returned,
and demanded that he might be permitted to address a few words to Mrs.
Browning in private. This was declined, upon which he entered the bar where she
was; and after having repeatedly struck her with his hand, at length drew his
bayonet, with which he stabbed her in no fewer than eighteen places in the breast
and body. The screams of the unfortunate woman soon attracted many persons to
the spot, and the murderer was secured with all the evidence of his guilt upon his
person; not, however, until the victim of his
crime had died under the wounds which he had
inflicted.

As this is the first case, to which we have
alluded of the trial of a prisoner at the court
constituted as the Central Criminal Court, it may be well to mention the change in
the law, by which this alteration in the title of the “Old Bailey” was effected. The
extreme inconvenience attending the prosecuting offenders, for crimes committed
in the immediate vicinity of the metropolis, but not within the district to which the
jurisdiction of the Old Bailey extended, involving, as it did, among other evils, the
necessity of the attendance of witnesses at Maidstone, Chelmsford, or the other
assize towns of the Home Circuit, had long been felt and complained of; and
parliament had been called upon to provide a remedy by which the existing system
might be improved. They render it necessary that there shall be at the least twelve
sessions in the course of the year, thus rendering the delivery of the jail of Newgate
more frequent than formerly; and they also give the judges of the Court jurisdiction
over offences committed on the high seas, for the trial of which hitherto a Special
Admiralty Session had been held. These are the main alterations of the law which
are effected; and the experience of nearly six years has shown the operation of the
new act to be attended with the most admirable results.

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Patrick Carroll
Executed for murder

e

-)«“’.‘ : . .“ [
Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

The execution took place on
Monday, May the 18th 1835.
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e THIS melancholy case
THE CRIM;)Z:::;B(I;’X?ESHMENTS . h . f 't
e it excited, at the time ‘0 1ts
Tried for the murder of his son occurrence, almost universal

sympathy, as well for the
unfortunate victim of the attack,
as for the miserable parent by
whom that attack was made.

Mr. Stanynought was a
stationer in a respectable way of
business, residing n
Connaught-terrace, Edgeware-
road. Stanynought and his son,
aged about twelve years, it
appears, had retired to rest in
the same room on the previous
evening; and in the course of
the night the former was heard
moving about by his servant.
- Tt The body of the deceased child

Period Newgate illustration of a presented a melancholy
od similar incident. id spectacle. It was lying with the
. . face towards the bed, and the

poor boy had evidently died of suffocation. There was, however, a deep
wound across the forehead, which seemed to have been dealt with some blunt
instrument. Mr. Stanynought, upon being questioned, at once declared that
the dreadful act had been committed by him. He said that he had long
meditated the destruction of both his child and himself, and that he had
burned charcoal in the room in which they slept on two nights without effect.
On the previous evening he had taken laudanum; and in the course of the
night he had struck his son with the boot-jack; but finding his blows

ineffectual, he had smothered him with a

On Friday, the 25th of September, the p]llow
wretched man was put upon his trial
at the Central Criminal Court, when

his insanity being clearly proved, a Between this time and the period of his
verdict of acquittal was returned .
upon that ground. trial, Mr. Stanynought almost completely

recovered from the effects of the wound he
had committed upon himself. On Friday, the 25th of September, the wretched
man was put upon his trial at the Central Criminal Court, when his insanity
being clearly proved, a verdict of acquittal was returned upon that ground.
He was therefore ordered to be detained during his Majesty’s pleasure,
and was subsequently conveyed to a mad-house.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
F NEWGATE

Robert Balls, Thomas Harris, And

Mordecai Moses
Transported for forgery

N Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident. ~ic

THE offence of which these men were convicted, was that of forging and
circulating an immense number of notes which were forged, but which
purported to be genuine notes of the Austrian and Polish banks.

The prisoner Balls was an engraver residing in the neighbourhood of
Clerkenwell, and he had been employed by Harris and Moses, both of whom
were of the Jewish persuasion, the latter being a native of Poland, to prepare
fac-similes of the notes of the Austrian and Polish banks, with a view to the
preparation and circulation of forged instruments of the same description. An
immense number of these notes had been already put into circulation before
the apprehension of the prisoners; and M. Their proceedings were in
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consequence watched for some time; but at length Balls and Harris were
secured on Monday, the 16th of November 1835, at the Star Coffee-house,
Crown-street, Finsbury, having in their possession a quantity of unfinished
Austrian notes, and the necessary plates and other instruments to complete
fac-simile representations of genuine notes. In the house of Harris, in
Sadler’s-court, Gravel-lane, Houndsditch, other instruments of a similar
description, but which had been prepared to print Polish notes, were found,
together with evidence which left no doubt of his guilt on both charges. On
the 9th of November, Moses was also apprehended at the Strand Coffee-
house, near Temple-bar, with a parcel in his possession containing like
evidence of his guilt of the crime of forging and uttering notes of the Polish
bank.

After several examinations at Bow-street, the prisoners were committed to
Newgate, and they took their trial at the following Central Criminal Court
Sessions, on Friday the 18th of December. The first case gone into was that
of an indictment, which charged Moses, who was described under the alias
Marcus Warshaur, Balls, and Harris, with forging and uttering notes of the
Polish bank. On the following day, however, Moses was tried upon an
indictment, charging him with feloniously possessing copper-plates engraved
with a fictitious undertaking in the Polish language, to pay the sum of five
guilders, (equal in value to 2s. 6d.), and a verdict of guilty was returned, after
a trial of several hours’ duration. Harris was on the same day tried upon an
indictment charging him with uttering forged notes on the Polish bank, and
he too was found guilty. On Monday, the 21st December, Balls was also tried
and convicted; but further proceedings against the prisoners upon other
indictments were delayed, until the opinion of the Judges should have been
obtained upon certain objections which were taken to the indictments upon
which they had been convicted.

On Wednesday, February the 3d 1836,

the prisoners were informed, that the

objections taken in their favour were
unavailing, and that they had been

rightly convicted, and on the 10th of

the same month, they were sentenced
to transportation; Balls and Harris

for life, and Moses...
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE
William Summers
Transported for larceny

THIS unfortunate young
‘man was guilty of a very
w extensive robbery upon his
B8 employers, Messrs. Ashley and
o - y Co., bankers, of Regent-street.
o R - < ':" His accomplice in this crime
was supposed to be a person
named Jackson, a member of
the New Police, and
notwithstanding every exertion
was made to discover their retreat it was without avail, and for a time they
succeeded in getting clear off. Handbills describing the persons of the
runaways, and also the nature of the property which they had stolen, it
appears, were extensively circulated after the robbery; and some of these
reached the possession of the managers of the Montreal bank. In the month of
September, a young man presented himself at the counter of that bank, and
requested money for a 501 note of the Bank of England. The particulars of
the note were found, upon comparison, to correspond with those furnished of
one of the stolen securities; and upon the person who presented it being
questioned, he at length, after some hesitation, confessed that his name was
Summers, and that he had committed a robbery upon his employers and had
absconded with its proceeds, in company with an acquaintance named
Jackson. Upon his being taken before a magistrate of the place he made a
confession, of which the following is a copy.

“William Summers being charged on oath before me with having, on the
6th of May last, feloniously stolen a large sum of money belonging to his
employers, Messrs. Ashley, bankers, London, voluntarily and freely declared
that he was clerk in Messrs. Ashley’s employ, and that on the day in question
he did abscond with a sum of money, of which the notes now produced were
a part; and that for this act, he being desirous of making all the amends in his
power, by delivering up notes and gold in his possession, amounting to
1,3001., has done so; and further declares, that he had been acquainted with
George Jackson (formerly of the Metropolitan Police) for about ten years;
that they were in the habit of frequenting gaming-tables together, and that his
salary of 36l. a year being insufficient to meet his expenses, he was instigated
by the said George Jackson to commit the robbery; that George Jackson had
said to him, he had ample opportunity of making his fortune; that with the
booty he could obtain from Messrs. Ashley they might both go to America
and be independent; that he did commit the robbery, and at two o’clock the
same day he went to a coffee-shop in Long Acre, and met Jackson there by

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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appointment; that he and Jackson took a private lodging at Dock-head, and
remained for about three weeks, when both went to Dublin; that they
remained there about two months, when Jackson, during the absence of
witness, robbed him of three hundred sovereigns, and 2,0151. in notes, and
left Dublin, and he had not seen nor heard of Jackson since; that it was
agreed between him and Jackson they should go halves; that after Jackson
left Dublin, witness took a passage to America, by the name of William
Smith, in the Friends, Captain Duncan, in August last; that this statement was

carefully read over to the prisoner, and he persisted therein and signed it.”
This case is remarkably similar in its nature to one which occurred with
reference to a person named Air, a clerk at Messrs. Brooks and Dixon’s
banking-house, in Chancery-lane. The consequences to Summers, however,
were more severe than those

Their son was supposed to be equally
devout; and it is worthy of
observation, that notwithstanding the
offence of which he was guilty, and
the irregularities of which he accused

experienced by Air; for while the
latter succeeded in effecting his
escape to America, where he was
free from all criminal responsibility

for his guilt, the former remained in
Canada, exposing himself to the
probability of apprehension, and of
transmission to England, to suffer

himself, a memorandum-book was
found in his possession, containing a
vast number of quotations from the...

the penalty of his crime.

In the month of November, 1831, Mr. Air absconded from the
employment of Messrs. This was done: a fast-sailing ship was on the eve of
starting from Liverpool, and by this the documents in question were
despatched. The latter vessel reached New York in a very few days after Air,
who, on landing, invested his sovereigns in Ohio and Insurance shares, which
he subsequently deposited with a banker. The moment the affidavit of debt
and power-of-attorney, accompanied by a description of Air’s person,
arrived, he was arrested and thrown into prison, and the situation of his
property being ascertained, an injunction from the Court of Chancery was
obtained to impound it. Thus circumstanced, the fugitive had no alternative
but to remain in prison, or consent to the restitution of his plunder; he
preferred the latter course, gave up the shares, and was discharged. We have
only to add, that by these simple means Messrs. Brooks and Dixon shortly
after received back from their American agent upwards of 2,0001. of their
loss, and at a very trifling cost, while Air was left pennyless, to reap the
ignominious reward of his breach of trust, in poverty and disgrace.
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‘THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
. OF NEWE}ATE
William Jourdan, Alias Leary; Thomas
Sullivan; Henry Mott; And William Seale

Transported for a robbery at the custom-house

THE extraordinary robbery,
for their participation in which
these men were convicted, was
committed on the 27th of
November, 1834, and Bank-notes
and money to the amount of
4,824]. were then carried off. The
whole of the particulars of this
most daring burglary were
revealed at the trial of the
offenders, whose names are above-mentioned, by one of the men who were
concerned in it; and they exhibit, probably, more plainly than any case which ever
came before the public, the system to which modern thieves have reduced their
plans of depredation, while, at the same time, they show the success which but too
frequently attends their enterprising attempts at robbery. Few among the “family
men,” as these experienced housebreakers are commonly called, appear to have
been so successful as Jourdan and Sullivan, but few have been able to proceed with
the same determination and ingenuity in the execution of their plots.

We have already stated that it was on the night of the 27th of November 1834,
that the robbery at the Custom-house of London, for which Jourdan, Sullivan,
Mott, and Seale, were eventually convicted and transported, was effected. This
extensive depredation was committed in the office of Mr. The office, on the
evening before the robbery, was left securely fastened in the ordinary manner; but
on the next morning, it was ascertained that the iron safe had been broken open,
and property to the value of 4,8241. carried off. The consternation produced in the
establishment by such an event, it may be easily conceived, was of an
extraordinary description, and upon its discovery instant information was conveyed
T ——————— to the.t various police-offices in the metropolis of
station, but there was good reason to | the circumstance, as well as of the numbers and

pf:c"':;;izzgto;"tfl’;ff;‘.’s‘;:‘:h"x;’lz , | dates of such of the notes as, by memoranda

been guilty of more than one offence | made of their particulars, could be identified.

of considerable enormity.

More than a year elapsed, however, before any

of the perpetrators of this daring outrage were

apprehended. Lea, an officer of Lambeth-street police-office, was the person to

whom the duty of making inquiries into the case was deputed, and after the most

arduous investigation, carried on with praiseworthy perseverance, he was at length
enabled to bring the principal parties to this burglary to punishment.

The sentence of Hills was eventually commuted to transportation for life, in
consequence of some favourable circumstances which transpired.

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Robert Salmon
Convicted of laughter, in inistering
morison’s pills

' THIS case arose out of the extremely
. dangerous practice of administering
\‘\ quack medicines. Morison’s vegetable
_ = . pills have been for many years an article
‘. .=y .= from the sale of which immense profits
V¢ " have been derived; but it is to be
- regretted that in more than one instance
4 the life of the patient has been sacrificed,
from their undue and improper use.
.- At the Central Criminal Court
Sessions, which commenced on Monday
the 4th of April 1836, Mr, Robert
Salmon, a medicine-vendor in
Farringdon-street, was indicted for the
manslaughter of Mr, John M‘Kenzie, by
1t administering to him certain large and
excessive quantities of pills, composed
The learned judge having sentenced of gambogea cream of tartar, and other
him to pay a fine of 2001, added, “I | noxious and deleterious ingredients.
:’,:L"svin'ziﬁzzrc‘;gf; ay; ;nt}’:lf,:g Mr. Justice Patteson left the case to
guilty of conduct of a similar the jury, who had to decide upon the
description, the character of your | factg which had been proved; and after
offence will be materially altered. ) .
about half an hour’s consideration they
found a verdict of “Guilty,” with a
recommendation to mercy, upon the ground that the defendant was not the
compounder, but the vendor only of the medicines.

On the following Saturday, the 9th of April, the defendant was brought up
to receive judgment. The learned judge having sentenced him to pay a fine of
2001, added, “I think it right to caution you, that in the event of your being
again found guilty of conduct of a similar description, the character of your
offence will be materially altered. I hope that the punishment which is now
inflicted on you will deter others from rashly administering medicines, with
the nature of which they are unacquainted, in large quantities, as the result
may be fatal.”

The trade in Morison’s pills is, however, still carried on to a very great
extent, and Mr. Salmon continues one of the largest agents for the sale of the
medicine in the metropolis.

g Period Newgate illustration
of a similar incident.

134



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE case of this S e ‘:;'E__,,\_,dﬁ.‘l
prisoner is remarkable only THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
for his singular and daring Henry Williams
escape from Newgate after Transported for burglary
his conviction. He had P
been tried at the Central Criminal Court ﬁ
Sessions, in the month of July 1836, for ! ’x
a burglary at Islington, and the offence %J
being clearly brought home to him, he ;| 10N
was convicted and sentenced to death, in “{§% B
obedience to the requisitions of of the 243"
then existing law. On Friday the 22nd of
July, he succeeded in effecting his ¢
escape from the condemned yard, in
which he was confined.

The prisoner, it appears, had been
brought up to the trade of a sweep; but
naturally disinclined to follow a steady
and honest course of life, he quitted the = Period Newgate zllustratlon of
business to which he had been educated, - a similar incident.
but made his aptitude for it subservient
to a new avocation. He joined with a
gang of fellows of bad character, who pursued a system of plunder to gain a
livelihood, and with them he adopted a means of effecting robberies, as remarkable
as it was novel. The ascent, to a person of his accomplishment in this particular line,
was comparatively easy, by reason of the roughness of the face of the wall, and he
had soon gained the top of the building, in spite of all the obstacles, in the shape of
chevaux-de-frise, and iron spikes, which presented themselves. To traverse the roof
of the prison and gain the houses in Warwick-lane was the work of a very few
minutes, and availing himself of an open skylight, he dropped through it. To his
astonishment, he found himself confronted with a woman who was at work in the
room into which he had fallen; but speedily taking advantage of her alarm, he slipped
past her, and had reached the open street before she had time to recover her scattered
senses, or to give any intimation of her fright to the other occupants of the house.

His want of means of support, or his unfortunate disinclination for an honest life,
however, soon again placed him in the custody of his late keeper, Mr. Cope, the
governor of Newgate. Within a fortnight after his escape, Mr. Cope received an
intimation that he was in Winchester jail, upon a new charge of burglary, committed
since he had gained his liberty in the extraordinary manner which we have described.
He, in consequence, proceeded to that place to receive his prisoner back into his
custody, and in a few days Williams was once again lodged in his old quarters.

A humane consideration of his case, subsequently procured for him a
commutation of his punishment to transportation for life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS THIS unfortunate
George Edward Peacock young man, at the
Transported for forgery . .

time of his
conviction, was only thirty years of age,
and he had, for a considerable period,
carried on business in his profession as an
attorney, in Chancery-lane. He was of a
highly respectable family, residing in
3 Yorkshire; and the forgery of which he
- was convicted, was that of a power-of-
attorney for the transfer of stock, which
formed the subject matter of the
settlement of his brother, the Rev. Mr.
Peacock, on his marriage with Miss

Selina Willmar.
On Wednesday the 21st of September,
: ' | 1836, the prisoner was placed upon his
Period N .ewfgat ¢ ilt us tration of trial at thepCentral Cn'rnilr)lal Coug, upon

a similar incident. this charge.

The prisoner proceeded to address the
court and jury from a written paper. He began by declaring that he was fully aware
of his offence, and had never attempted to deny it; and the feeling by which he was
influenced in avowing his guilt thus early was to save his relatives and friends from
the pain which a full exposure of all the circumstances of the case must have
caused them. He trusted that they would not forget he had a wife and child. (Here
the unfortunate man dropped his head, and burying his face in his handkerchief,
sobbed bitterly.) He hoped the jury would bear in mind, also, his two respectable
and venerable parents, one of whom, bowed down by age and affliction, was
tottering on the verge of the grave: and it was much to be feared that the grey hairs
of his other parent would be brought with sorrow to the tomb. Let the jury, then,
consider all this. Let them weigh well the consequences of their decision, and he
hoped that they would be influenced by that humane and merciful feeling which
they would wish to see exercised in their own cases. In conclusion, he prayed that
the great and merciful Father, who read the secrets of all hearts, would influence
their decision in favour of the humble, wretched, and repentant individual who
pleaded for mercy before them.

The jury having retired for about ten minutes, returned into court and delivered
the following verdict.—We find the prisoner Guilty; but the jury are unanimous
in their wish to recommend him strongly to mercy, on account of his previous
good character.”

On Monday, the 26th of September, the prisoner received sentence of death; but
a subsequent consideration of all the circumstances of the case procured for him a
merciful mitigation of his punishment to transportation.

T e R
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Minter Hart
Transported for forgery

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

The name of this person was long notorious in London, antecedent to the
period of his conviction. He was well known as an advertising moneylender;
and the schemes to which he resorted for the purpose of preying upon the
unwary were as ingenious as they were iniquitous.

The offence of which Minter Hart was convicted was that of forgery. He
was indicted at the Central Criminal Court on Thursday, the 16th of
December, 1836, for feloniously forging and counterfeiting a bill of
exchange for 5001., with intent to defraud the Rev. Charles Herbert Jenner.

Hart, it will be perceived, was intimately connected with the case to which
we have referred, and he too was shortly afterwards apprehended upon the
charge of his participation in the offence, of which his agent had been found
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guilty. Having undergone several examinations before the magistrates, he
was committed for trial; but upon application to the Court of King’s Bench,
the indictment was removed by certiorarifrom the Middlesex Sessions to the
Old Bailey. On Monday, the 2nd of December, 1833, Hart was put upon his
trial; but an objection being taken to the indictment, upon the ground that
there was no felony proved, by reason of there having been nothing stolen
which was the property of Mr. Astley, a verdict of “Not guilty” was returned
upon the direction of the learned judge. Hart was then discharged; and
Palmer, whose conviction, it followed, had been illegal, was also
subsequently liberated.

Having detailed the circumstances of these two cases, it is unnecessary
that we should go into any further description of the habits and practices of
Hart and his associates, because their proceedings were always so much of
the same character, that their statement would be a mere repetition of the
facts which we have related. Hart was, in pursuance of his sentence, carried
to Van Diemen’s Land; but a short residence in that colony, aided, doubtless,
by change of habit and situation, brought him to the grave.

We regret that we are not able to present our readers with any minute
account of the early life of this notorious person. At the time of his
conviction he was thirty-two years of age, and he described himself as a
solicitor. There is, we believe, good ground for supposing, that this
description of his situation in life was a correct one, and that he had been
actually educated for the legal profession, and admitted a member of the
body of attornies. The nest of swindlers, with whom he was associated, was
almost entirely broken up by his conviction. Their tricks and cheats had often
been the subject of remark; and, considering the notoriety which their
schemes had obtained, it is surprising that they should have been so long
successful.

Hart was, in pursuance of his
sentence, carried to Van Diemen’s
Land; but a short residence in that

colony, aided, doubtless, by
change of habit and situation,
brought him to the grave.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Pegsworth

Executed for murder

THE murder of which this
unfortunate man was
convicted, appears to be
entirely unjustified by any of
those circumstances, which,
in some instances, form a
palliative, small though it be,
= for offences of a similar
| description.

>¥  The object of his crime
| was Mr. John Holiday Ready,
- who carried on the business
of a tailor and draper, at No.
125, Ratcliffe  Highway.
- Ready, No. 69, Ratcliffe
' Highway, which, however,
only a short time before the
murder he had given up. For
a few minutes he continued in
conversation upon the subject of the debt, when presently he demanded to
know whether his creditor intended to proceed upon the judgment which he
had obtained? Mr. Ready answered decidedly in the affirmative, upon which
he suddenly drew forth his knife, and stabbed the unfortunate man in the
right breast. The murdered man exclaimed that he was stabbed, and instantly
expired; while his wife rushed frantically into the street, as soon as she
discovered what had occurred, calling loudly for assistance. Several persons
instantly ran into the house, and they found Pegsworth in the act of
withdrawing the knife from the wound, but making no effort whatever to
escape. He was immediately secured, and surgical aid was called in, but it
was found that the knife of the assassin had passed through the principal
arteries into the lungs, and that the unfortunate Mr. Ready was quite dead.

incident.

D L Y s B e T o

On Wednesday, the 1st of March, the case of the prisoner was reported to
his Majesty, and he was ordered for execution on the following Tuesday the
7th of March.

On that day the sentence was carried into effect; the wretched convict
meeting his fate with becoming resignation.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles W. Penruddock

Convicted of an assault

AT the Central Criminal Court, on
Wednesday the 1st of February 1837,
Charles Wadham Wyndham | .
Penruddock, was indicted for -
assaulting and wounding Mr. Thomas -
Hardy, with intent to maim and disable
him.

The prisoner, it appeared, was a
medical student, and a candidate for
admission to practise as an apothecary.
On the 22d of December 1836, he went |
to Apothecaries’ Hall for the purpose =
of  undergoing the  customary

examination, when Mr. The prisoner 3 e ST =
remarked that in a pecuniary point of Period Newgate illustration of a
view their licence was of no similar incident.

importance to him, because he was

going to leave the country; but he added, with much violence, that “he would
not be disgraced in the eyes of his family by such a set of fellows as they
were—he would rather die first, and would swing for it.” Mr. Hardy at this
moment was standing behind him, but seeing his excited state he moved three
or four paces from him. The prisoner turned round to him, and looking
steadfastly in his face, said, “You are one of those who have been hard upon
me:” and then drawing a life-preserver heavily loaded with lead from his
pocket, he struck him on the forehead, lending to the blow his utmost power.
Mr. Hardy was stunned by the attack and reeled away; and Dr. Merriman and
Mr. Este rushing upon the prisoner, they also received blows which were
dealt with great force. The prisoner was immediately given into the custody
of a policeman, when, on his being searched, a small bottle of gin, the
exciting cause of his violence, was found in his pocket.

Mr. Penruddock, however, was immediately held to bail to appear to
answer the charge of common assault, of which it was admitted he had been
guilty.

For this offence he was tried at the London Sessions, on Wednesday the
5th of April following, and a verdict of “Guilty” having been returned, he
was sentenced to be imprisoned for twelve months in Giltspur-street
Compter, and on his discharge to enter into his own recognizance in 200l.,
and to find two sureties in 1001. each, that he should keep the peace.
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ARG ' IN few instances has

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

OF NEWGATE the public mind ever
Exccuted for mordors i aiahgale, | TECEiVed S0 severe a
transported as being accessory to the fact shock’ as that
‘ \ produced by the
discovery of the barbarous and
revolting murder of which
Greenacre was guilty. The mere
mention of the name of this
atrocious malefactor is a sufficient
introduction to his case; and
without farther comment we shall
proceed to describe the dreadful
circumstances by which his crime
was surrounded.

The first cause of suspicion of

the murder having been committed
] - ) arose from the discovery of the
Period N .ewfgate. lllystr ation of a mutilated remains of a woman in
 similar ’znczden{. the Edgeware-road. It would
appear that in the year 1836, some
dwellings, called the Canterbury Villas, were in progress of completion, situated in
the Edgeware-road, at a distance of about a quarter of mile from the spot at which the
Regent’s Canal emerges from under the pathway. Fearfully excited by this shocking
discovery, they at once called in the aid of the police; and Pegler, a constable on duty,
took charge of the dreadful package, and procured its immediate conveyance to the
workhouse of the parish of Paddington. The head had been severed from the trunk in
an awkward manner, the bone of the neck having been partly sawed through, and
partly broken off; and the legs had been removed in a similar irregular way, the one
at a distance of about four inches, and the other at a distance of about five or six
inches from the hip-joint. The body itself presented a healthy aspect, but exhibited a
malformation of a peculiar nature, which eventually proved of material importance
in proving its identification, but to which it would be indelicate more specifically to
allude. The result of the investigation of Mr. Girdwood, however, clearly showed
that the deceased person had not met her death from any illness, and that therefore
the presumption was that she had been murdered, and that the mutilation of her body
had not taken place until subsequently to her decease, when, in all probability, means
had been adopted by the murderer to conceal the identity of the person, as well as to
dispose of her remains.

She was a person of reserved disposition, however, and communicated with few
as to her position in life. Her acquaintance with Greenacre appears to have
commenced only about three months before her murder, but the precise manner in
which that connexion originated does not seem to have been known to her friends.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles Samuel Bartlett
Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

e R e I

AT the Gloucester Assizes on Thursday the 6th of April 1837, Charles
Samuel Bartlett was indicted for the wilful murder of Mary Lewis, his
mother-in-law, on the 10th of September, in the previous year, at Stapleton,
near Bristol.

The case had excited an unusual degree of interest, and the court was
much crowded. On his being called upon to plead to the indictment, the
prisoner said, “With the word of God upon my heart and lips, I can firmly
and truly say ‘Not Guilty.” ” This assertion, however, was satisfactorily and
by indisputable evidence disproved. The circumstances which were detailed
by a great number of witnesses were these:—The prisoner was a young man
of decent parentage and education, but of a somewhat dissipated disposition;
and he had followed a wandering life as a member of a strolling company of
players, called Ingleby’s Company, frequenting fairs, race-courses, and other
such places of entertainment. Soon afterwards a shot was heard; and within
an hour the murdered body of Mrs. Bartlett went to the Mason’s Arms to see
the body; and on being introduced to the room where it lay, he exclaimed,
with affected surprise, “Good God! it is my mother-in-law!” Suspicion had
already attached to him, and he was now taken into custody; and upon his
lodgings being searched, a pistol was found which had been recently
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discharged, together with a piece of wood newly cut into the form of a
ramrod. The evidence extended into the most minute particulars in reference
to the transaction; and the chain of proof which was procured, appeared to
leave no possible doubt on the
guilt of the prisoner.

Varnham was respited, and his
sentence commuted to

. Sth being the habits and transportation; but Smith and
situation of the deceased, | Timms were executed on Saturday
Hannah Mansfield, it was shown the 29th of April, 1837.

that the prisoner Smith had,
about fifteen months before, had
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with them, for he was known to have
called late one evening at Mrs. Dungay’s house, when he asked, “for advice
on some losses;” but being advised of his mistake, he was conducted by Mrs.
Satisfied with the result of his visit he went away, and nothing more was seen
of him till about eight o’clock of the evening preceding the night on which
the murder took place, when it was proved that he was seen, with two other
men described in a manner corresponding to the other two prisoners, by a
boy, on the high road leading to Denver, at a spot about three miles from that
place. Nothing more being heard, no further notice was taken of the
circumstance till next morning, when it was discovered, about ten o’clock,
that the poor creature had been most foully murdered, and her property
carried off. Suspicion rested on the prisoners; they were traced through the
snow, and, upon the clearest testimony, the atrocious deed was fixed upon
them. They were found guilty, and received sentence of death.

During their subsequent imprisonment they confessed their guilt. They
were all men of low station, and procured a livelihood as labourers; but
occasionally employed themselves in the less creditable occupation of
tramps. Lately before the murder they had been engaged as workmen on the
railroad at Berkhampstead. Smith, it appeared, was the leader of the party,
and he had persuaded his companions to assist him in the execution of his
plot. He had obtained information of the riches of the deceased during a short
residence at Downham, in the beginning of the year 1836. He then
determined on robbing her, but was unable to put his design into execution
until January 1837, when he procured the co-operation of his fellow-convicts.
Both of them had expressed unwillingness to join in the enterprise, but Smith
led them on, and he and Timms murdered the old woman, while Varnham
kept watch. Varnham was respited, and his sentence commuted to
transportation; but Smith and Timms were executed on Saturday the 29th of
April, 1837.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

George Darwell
Convicted of embezzlement

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE scene of the very extraordinary case of this person was Liverpool,
where he had for a considerable time occupied the situation of confidential
clerk to Mr. Wolstenholme, a cotton-broker of that city. On Saturday the 14th
of October, 1837, he was taken in the custody of Whittle, a police-officer,
before Mr. Hall, the chief magistrate of Liverpool, charged with having
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embezzled a sum of money amounting to 8,264l.the property of his
employer: and at the same time a fat and somewhat vulgar woman, named
Frances M‘Lean, alias Flood, alias Butler, and Richard M‘Lean, were
charged with having participated in the proceeds of the robbery.

The circumstances of the case were remarkable, and afforded a striking
instance of the extent of delinquency which may be produced by the
commission of one error. Darwell was about fifty years of age, and it
appeared that some years before his apprehension he had formed an intimacy
with Mrs. Upon his finding her, he acquainted her with the fact of the
apprehension of Darwell, when she declared her regret for what had
occurred, and admitted that she had received about 8,0001. from him; but
assured the officer, that she had always believed that the money belonged to
Darwell himself, whom she took to be a person of property. She expressed
her willingness to give up all that she retained, but asserted her innocence of
any felonious intention. The officer added, (in his evidence), that he had
found books in the possession of the female prisoner, in which the amounts,
which she had received from Darwell, were regularly entered and posted up;
and he ascertained from them, that since the preceding Christmas, he had
paid her no less than 2,2731.

Between the period of the inquiry before the magistrates, and the final
investigation of the case before the jury, upwards of 5,0001. were given up by
the M‘Leans to Mr. Wolstenholme; and a singular circumstance in the
transaction was elicited, in the fact that Mrs. M‘Lean, at the very time at
which she was so unscrupulously receiving such large sums from Darwell,
was in the possession of a handsome annuity, granted to her by a merchant
resident in America, in respect of the same child, which had been the cause
of the unfortunate Darwell’s crime.

At the Liverpool sessions, on Friday the 27th of October, Darwell was put
upon his trial. The facts of the case were clear and uncontradicted, and a
verdict of “Guilty” was returned. Mr. Wolstenholme recommended the
convict to the mercy of the court; and in consideration of the atonement
which he had made, by his confession and interference to procure the return
of the money, he was sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment only.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

George Fletcher, William Roach, And " =
Thomas Taylor I

Executed for murder

THESE unhappy men underwent the |
infliction of the penalty of death for the %;‘& T

regiment of foot, named William Bennett, | !
on Wednesday evening, the 28th of
October 1837. \

It appears that Bennett, the murdered | §
man, had lived at Temen-green, a place
about four miles distant from Hertford,
for a great number of years, and he had a
pension of one shilling and tenpence |25
halfpenny per day, which he was in the | /[ 7|
habit of going to Hertford to receive :"‘”‘Lﬁs‘: g
quarterly. He went to Hertford for that |
purpose on the day of the murder, and —
called upon Mr. Duncan, the
superintendant of the Hertford police,
who accompanied him to receive his
pension, which amounted to nearly ten pounds; and Mr. The moment the
knowledge of these facts came to the magistrates of Hertford, they took the most
prompt measures to apprehend the parties who had perpetrated the horrible crime,
and Mr. Duncan, the superintendant of police, received directions to institute the
minutest inquiries upon the subject with that view. Accordingly Mr. Duncan,
accompanied by Knight and Baker, two of his men, proceeded to the
neighbourhood of Temen-green, and they there obtained information which led to
the apprehension of two men, Fletcher and Sams, the former at Burling-green, near
the place where the murder was committed, and the latter at a beer-shop in
Hertford.

Sentence of death was immediately passed on the convicts, and on Wednesday,
the 14th of March, their execution took place. Both the culprits were mere lads,
and the most strenuous exertions had been made to save them, but without effect.
They conducted themselves with much propriety while they were in prison, but
maintained a firm consistency in their assertion that murder had formed no part of
their object when they first attacked the old man. They met death with much
fortitude and resignation.

In the following month of September, Taylor was recognised at Plymouth,
whither he had gone with the 15th regiment of foot, into which he had enlisted
almost immediately after the murder, in the name of Evans. He was sent back to
Hertford, and, at the ensuing Spring Assizes was tried, convicted, and executed.

Period Newgate illustration of
a similar incident.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Riots At Canterbury

' THESE singular but mischievous
riots occurred on Thursday, the
31st of May 1838, at a place
called Bossenden Wood, situated
about five miles from the ancient
city of Canterbury, and were the
result of the pranks of a madman
who had assumed the title of Sir
William  Percy  Honeywood
Courtenay, Knight of Malta, and
whose insane spirit
communicated itself to the
rustics, and produced severely
calamitous consequences. The
infatuation with  which this
insane impostor was followed,
Courtenay shooting Lieut. Bennett. P.454. and even worshipped, by the
peasantry of the district into
which he intruded himself, affords a striking and melancholy proof of the magic
powers of fanaticism. But while one is not surprised that among the lower orders
he should find persons incapable of resisting his wily and specious arguments,
and the impudent falsehood of his assertions, it cannot but be the subject of the
greatest astonishment that he should have procured the countenance, during a
very considerable period, of individuals of superior rank and education in the
county.

The best mode of introducing this extraordinary event will be by detailing
succinctly the circumstances of the early life of the supposed Sir William
Courtenay. The real name of this pretender was John Nichols Thom, and he was
the son of a small farmer and maltster at St. Subsequently he re-built his house
and continued his trade; but, after about two years more, he made a considerable
sum of money by a successful venture in malt, which he disposed of in
Liverpool. For two years after this event he was lost sight of by his friends, and it
was presumed that he was out of England, and the first intimation which was
received of his return was his declaring himself a candidate to represent the city
of Canterbury in Parliament, under the name of Sir William Courtenay, in the
month of December 1832. He was found to have taken up his residence at the
Rose Hotel, Canterbury; and the splendour of his dress, and the eccentricity of
his manners, soon gained for him many admirers, even among the respectable
inhabitants of the town. During his canvass he increased the number of his
friends, and his success in procuring supporters was most extraordinary. His
effort, however, was not fortunate. His opponent candidates were the Hon. R.
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Watson and Lord Fordwich, the former of whom obtained 832 votes, the latter
802, while Courtenay polled 375. This attempt gained him many friends, and
great popularity among the lower orders. His persuasive language was
exceedingly useful to him; but the peculiarity of his dress, combined with the
absurdity of many of his protestations, induced a belief among some of those to
whom he procured introduction that he was

The visual proof of the existence of a 1nsanc.
degree of superstition so gross as Shortly before the dreadful affray in which
that which is shown hore to have | e Jost his life, he left off the picturesque attire

been exhibited is almost necessary to

induce its belief; but there can be no | in which he had hitherto been in the habit of
doubt that the lamentable ignorance .
and fanaticism of the peasantry was... | dressing, and assumed one of a more homely
character. This was a blouse or frock of brown
holland with a black belt, in which he carried a brace of pistols; and a round bat.
The precise object which was held in view appears to have been unknown even
to the misguided men themselves; but the general impression was, that
Courtenay, by his power, would take possession of all the private estates of the
county, which he would bestow upon his trusty followers. The Sunday after the
riot, according to the statements and promises which he made, was to have been
“a glorious but a bloody day,” and some persons did not scruple to assert that it
was his intention on that day to fire Canterbury. The distressing events, therefore,
of the 31st of May, it is probable, served to prevent the occurrence of scenes
even more terrible. The belief which existed among the lower orders that
Courtenay would rise again from the dead was one which could scarcely be
driven from their minds, even after they had seen that the process of
decomposition had commenced in his remains. He had told one of his disciples, a
woman, that if a little water were placed between his lips after his apparent death,
he should rise again in a month; and so firm was the belief in his assertion of his
and his followers being invulnerable, that the wretched men at the conflict in
Bossenden-wood fought for a time with the most reckless carelessness of the
consequences.

The visual proof of the existence of a degree of superstition so gross as that
which is shown here to have been exhibited is almost necessary to induce its
belief; but there can be no doubt that the lamentable ignorance and fanaticism of
the peasantry was even more striking than we have described it to be. The
general happy contentedness of the inhabitants of the county of Kent—the
agricultural, and, therefore, simple nature of their employment—the proximity of
their position to the metropolis, and the high state of cultivation to which the soil
of that county has been brought, one would have thought would have tended to
forbid the possibility of such occurrences among them. These remarkable details,
however, only serve to afford an additional proof of the facility with which the
human mind is moved, and how open it is to the operations of the allurements of
fanaticism.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Francis Adams
Transported for larceny

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS wretched convict there is too much reason to believe was guilty of the
horrible crime of parricide, as well as that of larceny, of which he was
convicted, although the evidence to show his participation in the more
serious offence was deemed too inconclusive by the jury to warrant his
conviction upon that charge.

At the time of his first trial, on the 16th of March, 1838, Adams had only
recently reached his eighteenth year, and the charge which was then preferred
against him was that of the wilful murder of his father. Upon this indictment
he was acquitted; but within a few days of his liberation from custody he was
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again committed to gaol, upon a charge of threatening an old shepherd who
had given evidence against him. Some new evidence of his guilt was
obtained during this imprisonment of the unhappy youth, and on Thursday
the 26th of July he was again indicted at the assizes held for the county of
Buckingham, at Aylesbury. His acquittal upon the charge of murder rendered
it impossible that he should be tried a second time for that offence; and the
allegation in the indictment now preferred was, that he had stolen a pocket-
book containing notes and cash, the
property of his father.

. . The prisoner was then
The _ circumstances which immediately sentenced to
appeared in evidence were these:— | ransportation for a term of

Old Adams was a man of some seven years.

property, both personal and real, and
lived at Burcot, near Wing, in
Buckinghamshire. On the 28th of December, 1837, both he and his son (the
prisoner) were seen by the workmen employed about the farm to go by
different directions towards a place called the Fox-hill cow-house, which
they entered about the hour of half-past two. Of this charge, however, after a
trial of nearly fourteen hours’ duration, he was acquitted, and, being set at
large, returned to his home, but shortly after his liberation, in consequence of
the further statements of a fellow-prisoner (who had given at the former trial
the most material testimony of an ample confession by the prisoner, but who
had been discredited, we presume, for want of corroboration by other
witnesses), the young man was again arrested, and after an examination
before the magistrates, finally committed to take his trial at the present
assizes for the offence of stealing the pocket-book and its contents as above
stated. He, from a very pardonable motive no doubt, and a wish to keep
secret so important a fact, for the trial of his relative had not then taken place,
invited the landlord to dine, and sending for his lawyer, went in the mean
time alone to the privy, where he found, just as he had been told, the pocket-
book of his father-in-law. This was now produced, and its contents identified,
by a long chain of evidence which we need not particularize, further than by
saying that it was most conclusive.—Such is the outline of this extraordinary
case, as detailed by the witnesses for the prosecution.

Mr. Justice Park elaborately, and with the utmost impartiality, summed up
the lengthened chain of evidence in an address which lasted to a late hour. At
the close of his lordship’s address, which was delivered in a tone and with a
manner which showed how deeply the mind of the learned judge had been
affected by the painful nature of the inquiry, the jury, after a short time spent
in deliberation, returned a verdict of “Guilty.”

The prisoner was then immediately sentenced to transportation for a term
of seven years.
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’_ THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS ON the evening of Wednesday the
’ Francis Lionel Eliot, Edward Delves 22nd of August, 183 8’ a duel took place
il Broughton, John Young, And Henry Webber . .

fl Indicted for a murder committed in a duel on WHnbledon Commona Wthh was

unhappily  attended  with  fatal
| consequences. The principal parties to
% this melancholy transaction were Mr.
| Francis Lionel Eliot and Mr. Charles
4 Flower Mirfin; and they were
' 2= | accompanied, the former by Messrs.
2| Young and Webber, the Ilatter by
. Broughton and another person, whose
' name, we believe, was never ascertained
with certainty, and also by Dr. Scott, a
' medical gentleman, who attended to
. render that professional aid which it was
e deemed possible might be required of
Period N.ewfgate. lllystratzon ofa  him.
similar incident. The circumstances which led to this
duel are stated to be the following:—
During Epsom races, 1838, both Mr.
Mirfin and Mr. Mirfin a blow on his already injured side, of which injury,
however, it is due to say, Mr. Broughton, to address Mr. Eliot, and call the matter
to his recollection Mr. Eliot admitted the fact, and offered to make an apology. It
would seem, however, that neither party was in a situation to enter upon the subject
then, and it was agreed that mutual friends should meet at the Opera Colonnade
Hotel at twelve o’clock on the next morning to discuss the matter. Mr. Mirfin then
proceeded to his residence, No. 2, Pleasant-place, West-square, Lambeth, where he
retired to rest. At the time appointed the friends met, when an objection was made
on the part of Mr. Eliot to meet Mr. Mirfin. A firm determination having been
expressed, however, that such meeting must take place, on a second application to
Mr. Eliot he acceded to the proposition, and a hostile meeting was arranged for the
same evening, on Wimbledon-common.
Sentence of death was recorded Mr. Eliot, the surviving principal in this
against him; but in this case, as in [ affair, was a gentleman of highly respectable
that of Webber and Young, the . . . .
punishment was reduced to twelve connexions—his  father belng a  major-
months’ imprisonment. general in the army. Mr. Mirfin, it appears,
had formerly carried on business in
Tottenham-court-road as a linen-draper, but subsequently retired from business
upon a competency. .
Mr. Eliot succeeded in making his escape to the Continent, and has not yet
surrendered to the indictment preferred against him, which, therefore, still remains
in operation.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Charles Kinnaister, And Others
Executed for the murder of australian
aborigines

Australian Aborigines slaughtered by
Convicts. P. 479

THE atrocious cold-blooded massacre of which these persons were guilty
is scarcely equalled by any event of a similar character. The scene of the
murder was the colony of New South Wales,—the victims were the
unoffending aboriginal natives of the country,—the miscreants by whom the
savage scene was enacted were Englishmen, who, however, from their
sanguinary disposition, do not deserve that they should receive such an
appellation. Fortunately for the vindication of humanity, the unparalleled
barbarities of which they were guilty were discovered, and their perpetrators
brought to justice.

The names of these monsters in human shape were Charles Kinnaister,
William Hawkins, James Perry, Edward Foley, James Cates, John Russell,
and John Johnson. It would seem that all of these were convicts, and had
been transported from this country. They were traced in their progress
inquiring after blacks, and at last arrived at a hut near the big river, beyond
Liverpool plains, occupied by the first-named prisoner, Kinnaister. Here they
discovered that a little tribe of about thirty natives, men, women, and
children, including babes at their mothers’ breasts, were congregated in the
bush, unsuspicious of danger and unconscious of offence. This was on
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Sunday the 10th of June. They immediately approached their victims, who,
terrified at their manner, ran into Kinnaister’s hut for protection, crying for
mercy; but they appealed to hearts of stone, who having thus caught them, as
it were, in a trap, dismounted, followed them into the hut, and, despite of
their entreaties, tied them together with a rope, with the exception of one
woman. This was done without a word being uttered, and with a cool and
bloody determination.

On .the 15th of November, Renewed efforts were now made in
the‘ prisoners were put upon their favour; but their horrid guilt
their trial before the Chief being proved beyond a doubt, Sir
Justice, Sir James Dowling, George Gipps, the governor,
charged with the murder of a | determined that the law should take
black, named Daddy, the its course, and on the 15th of
remains of whose gigantic December, 1838, the convicts
frame had been observed and underwent the execution of their
distinguished among the sentence.

discovered ashes. Every
possible means had been adopted to secure the acquittal of these atrocious
malefactors by an association, which had been formed with the ostensible
object of preserving the property of the settlers from the incursions of the
blacks. The pretence for the diabolical murders which were committed was
the supposed aggressions of the natives in killing and spearing cattle; and
every instance of violence of this description was carefully brought forward
to secure the liberation of the prisoners, by a verdict of acquittal. The strong
prejudice which was excited against the aborigines was not without its effect,
and in spite of the evidence which was adduced, the jury found the prisoners
“Not Guilty.”

There were still other indictments against them, however, which remained
to be tried, and in the month of December they were again arraigned. Upon
this occasion they were not quite so fortunate, and the men above-named
were declared to be “Guilty,” and sentence of death was instantly passed
upon them. Renewed efforts were now made in their favour; but their horrid
guilt being proved beyond a doubt, Sir George Gipps, the governor,
determined that the law should take its course, and on the 15th of December,
1838, the convicts underwent the execution of their sentence.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Archibald Bolam

Transported for manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

FEW occurrences of the nature of that which is now before us, have
attracted more marked attention than that of the dreadful and most mysterious
death of Mr. Joseph Millie, assistant-clerk in the Savings’ Bank at
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The discovery of this event took place at two o’clock
in the morning of Friday the 7th of December, 1839, when flames and smoke
were observed to be issuing from the offices of the Savings’ Bank. The aid of
the engines having been procured, the fire was in a short time extinguished,
and the police then entered the house, for the purpose of ascertaining the
cause of the conflagration, and that all danger was passed. Upon their going
into the clerk’s office, they were astonished at perceiving Mr. Millie lying
extended on the hearth-rug, with such wounds upon his person as left no
doubt that he had been murdered. His skull had been literally smashed in, and
his brains were scattered about the room; and what was more singular, his
pockets were found to be filled with coals, as if the object of his murderer
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had been to prevent the discovery of his dreadful crime, by securing the
destruction of the body of his victim by fire.

In the adjoining room, they were more alarmed to find that Mr. Archibald
Bolam, the actuary, was also lying on the floor, apparently insensible. He
struck me again when I was near the window; and when I was down, I felt a
knife at my throat. Shortly after this I became insensible for a while; but
afterwards my recollection seemed to return, and I heard somebody in the
other office, as I supposed, going about and making a noise. I dared not make
the least outcry. I burnt the threatening letters which 1 had previously
received. The one which I found last night under the waiting-room door I left
upon my desk. I cannot well describe the man, excepting that I think he was
under the middle size, and spoke roughly, but apparently in a feigned voice. |
had a few shillings in my pocket, and I think 41. 10s. in my desk, which was
left by Mr. Airey to deposit on Saturday. In the inner safe I had a further sum
of 801. of my own, which I kept to meet current expenses.” Further than this,
Mr. Bolam said he had no
recollection of what took place.

He was subsequently sentenced

to be transported for life, and
quitted the country in On Monday, the 29th of July,

pursuance of this judgment. 1839, he was tried at Newcastle
before Mr. Baron Maule. The
learned baron, in summing up, after
having remarked upon the evidence produced to substantiate the crime of
murder, said, “The prisoner may be guilty of the death of Millie under other
circumstances. The evidence goes to show that there was no ill-will or
malice; but among a thousand causes some spark of anger may have been
kindled and blown up; a scuffle may have ensued, and the man at the bar
may, in a state of excitement, have been the death of the deceased; and if he
were so, and blows passed between them in conflict, he would have been
guilty of manslaughter, and that would furnish motives enough for a
statement which would, in his opinion, screen him from banishment from his
native country and his friends. This view furnishes motives quite sufficient
for the fire as well as for the other facts. I do not say that this is the inference
you ought to draw, nor has it been suggested on either side; it is for you to
consider it.” The jury seem to have adopted this suggestion; and after having
been absent considering their verdict for three hours, found the prisoner
guilty of “Manslaughter.”

He was subsequently sentenced to be transported for life, and quitted the
country in pursuance of this judgment.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Francis Hastings Medhurst
Convicted of manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

MR. MEDHURST was a young man of highly respectable connexions,
and the offence of which he was found guilty was that of the manslaughter of
a schoolfellow, Mr. A scuffle ensued, in the course of which Alsop wrested
the stick from his opponent, and they had separated to the distance of five or
six feet, when just as Alsop was again advancing towards Medhurst with the
stick upraised as if to strike him, the latter suddenly drew a clasp-knife from
his pocket, and opening it, stabbed his unfortunate antagonist in the belly.
Mr. Sturmer had quitted the room at the commencement of the affray; and
Bunney, horror-struck at the dreadful act of his fellow-pupil, rushed from the
apartment to procure assistance. Mr. Sturmer now hastened back to the scene
of the affray, and he found that Alsop was on the floor, supported by
Medhurst, while the latter appeared to be bitterly lamenting the act of which
he had been guilty. They both of them declared that they had been in the
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wrong, and Mr. Alsop freely forgave his scarcely less unfortunate fellow-
pupil. Surgical assistance was obtained; but it proved to be without avail, and
after lingering a few days the unhappy young man died.

It was not, however, until Friday the 15th of March, that Medhurst was
taken into custody; and on the next day, and the following Monday, an
inquest was held on the body of the deceased. From the evidence which was
then produced, it appeared that the deceased and the prisoner had quarrelled
upon more than one occasion before the 9th of March, and that in all these
misunderstandings the part of the deceased had been taken by his fellow-
pupils. It was his habit, it appeared, to carry a stick almost constantly in his
hand; and Mr. Sturmer admitted that he had known him go about the house,
armed with loaded pistols. In the course of the inquiry, facts were elicited
which showed a great want of energy in the conduct of Mr. Sturmer, who by
his interference on the morning of the 9th of March, might have prevented
the melancholy result of the quarrel, the commencement of which he
witnessed. A verdict of “Wilful Murder” was returned against Mr. Medhurst
by the coroner’s jury, and he was conveyed to Newgate to await his trial
upon that charge.

. L. For this alleged murder he was
Upon this conviction he was tried at the York Assizes in the
sentenced to  three years’ year 1804, but acquitted as we
imprisonment in the House of | have stated, on the ground of his
Correction. being insane.

Mr. Medhurst, as we have
already stated, was a young man of respectable connexions, and of
considerable expectancies. It is not a little remarkable, that his grandfather
was also tried for murder, though he escaped the consequences of his act, by
proof being given of his insanity. For this alleged murder he was tried at the
York Assizes in the year 1804, but acquitted as we have stated, on the ground
of his being insane. At that time the unfortunate man was a stock-broker of
eminence, possessed of great property in Yorkshire, where he kept a large
establishment and a pack of hounds. At the time of the conviction of his
grandson he was still alive, and an inmate of a lunatic asylum at Hillingdon,
Middlesex, but bowed down by age and infirmity almost to the grave, and
unconscious of the guilt of his descendant. The father of young Medhurst
died about two years before his son’s conviction. He had married an Italian
lady, and the unfortunate culprit whose case we have detailed was the
offspring of the union. There were other sons, however; one of whom was an
esteemed member of the Church of England at the period of his unhappy
brother’s trial.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William John Marchant

Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE criminal in this case held the situation of footman to Mr. Henry
Edgell, a magistrate, resident at No. 21 Cadogan-place, Chelsea, and the
victim of his crime was a young woman, named Elizabeth Paynton, who
lived as under-housemaid in the same family.

158



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

The circumstances of the case are few and simple, and may be narrated in

a short compass. On Friday, the 17th of May 1839, Mr. On their reaching the
drawing-room, they saw the deceased lying on the floor, and it was at first
supposed that she and Marchant were lying there together. This idea,
however, was immediately dispelled by the discovery of a pool of blood near
the head of the unfortunate young woman, whose throat was observed to be
dreadfully cut. A razor lay by her side, which was evidently the weapon with
which she had been killed; and it being ascertained that Marchant had
absconded, suspicion at once attached to him. Surgical assistance was at once
called in, but in vain. The carotid artery and jugular vein had been severed by
a most determined cut; and the wretched young woman must have been dead
some hours. Upon an examination of the body it became evident that the
deceased had struggled hard before the murderer was able to effect his object,
as her hands were found to be much cut; but there were no appearances to
justify the supposition which was entertained, that there had been any
criminal assault committed upon her

person.
The unhappy youth Marchant,
at the time of his execution had
only reached the age of On Monday the 8th of July the
eighteen years. wretched culprit was executed. He
met his death with much firmness,

and was apparently sincerely
penitent. He was attended to the scaffold by the Rev. Mr. Carver, the
ordinary of the jail, newly appointed in the room of Dr. Cotton, who had so
long held that post, but had recently resigned.

The unhappy youth Marchant, at the time of his execution had only
reached the age of eighteen years. He was the son of decent parents, and had
been remarkable during the early part of his life, the greater portion of which
he had spent in service, for his extreme humanity and gentleness of
disposition. The victim of his crime was twenty years old at the time of her
death. She was a young woman of prepossessing appearance and of sprightly
disposition, and she had often laughed at her fellow-servant and eventual
murderer, for a supposed affection which he professed for her. Up to the
moment of their being last seen together, however, they were upon the best
terms. The dreadful crime of Marchant could only be attributed to the cause
which was assigned for it by its perpetrator.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Lewin Caspar, Ellis Caspar, Emanuel Moses,
And Alice Abrahams

Convicted of felony

THE extraordinary robbery to which these persons were parties, involved
circumstances probably more singular than any other which ever came before
a court of justice. The affair has generally been known by the name of the
“Gold-dust Robbery;” the produce of the plunder being gold-dust of the value
of upwards of 40001.; and the facts which attended the investigation of the
circumstances most forcibly illustrated the adage, that “When rogues fall out
honest men get their own.” As will be observed from the names of the
culprits, the persons who were convicted were of the Jewish persuasion; and
truly, the proverbial cunning and habits of cheating of these people were
most singularly exemplified throughout the whole course of the inquiry.

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

On Monday afternoon the 25th of March 1839, the robbery was effected.
It appears that two boxes of gold-dust, from the mines of the Brazilian
Mining Company in South America, had reached England on the 18th of the
month, and had been landed at Falmouth from H.M.S. This letter was opened
by Lewin Caspar, a clerk in the establishment; and on the same afternoon a
person drove up to the counting-house, and presenting certain papers desired
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that the boxes of precious metal should be delivered to him. From his manner
no suspicion was raised, and the credentials which he produced, giving a
description of the boxes and the marks upon them, tended to remove all
doubt as to the authenticity of the character which he had assumed. His right
to the boxes, therefore, being apparently established, he paid the wharfage
dues, and the trunks with their golden contents were placed in the cab in
which he had arrived. He gave the foreman of the wharf a shilling for his
civility, and then drove away without the smallest suspicion being excited
that he was not fully entitled
to the goods which he had
claimed.

It will have been observed, that the
manner in which the whole of the lost
property was discovered has been

The positions and rank of | disclosed in the course of our recital
all the persons connected | of the extraordinary circumstances of
with  this  extraordinary this inquiry.
transaction  have been
referred to in the course of
the details which we have laid before our readers, with the exception of
Emanuel Moses. There were few persons well acquainted with the vicinity of
Covent-garden to whom the person of this man was not familiar, although his
particular character and practices may not have been so well known. Such an
event as the conviction of “Money Moses,” almost the father of his particular
line of trade, produced an amazing consternation among his fellows; but the
metropolis is to be congratulated, that a person whose character was so
notoriously mischievous, should have been thus removed from the scene of
his operations. During the period of Moses’s imprisonment in Newgate, a
striking change took place in his appearance. Originally exhibiting upon his
person all the signs of indulgent living, his confinement reduced him to the
shadow only of his former self; and there were to be heard amongst his
friends, at the time of his receiving sentence, regrets at his faded aspect, and
apprehensions that the voyage to Australia would complete the work which
the air of a prison had commenced.

It will have been observed, that the manner in which the whole of the lost
property was discovered has been disclosed in the course of our recital of the
extraordinary circumstances of this inquiry. Messrs. Hartley and Co., upon
whom the loss would have fallen in case of the non-recovery of the gold,
suffered comparatively small damage. A very considerable portion of the
gold itself was produced; and, for that which was not actually forthcoming,
we believe there is good reason to suppose that an equivalent was eventually
paid.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Jacob Frederick Ehlert

Executed for murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THIS diabolical murder was committed by Ehlert, the mate of the
Norwegian brigantine Pheenix, upon John Frederick Berkhalt, captain of the
vessel, while she lay in the river at Sunderland. The atrocious transaction was
first brought to light by the discovery of the murdered remains of Berkhalt in
the river at Sunderland, on Friday the 14th of June 1839, with such
appearances upon his body as left no doubt that his life had been taken away
by violent means; and suspicion at once attached to the crew of his vessel.
They were all secured, protesting their ignorance of the murder, and alleging
that the captain had gone ashore on the night of the previous Tuesday, since
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which they had seen nothing of him; but the discovery of marks of blood in
his cabin left little doubt of his having been murdered on board the Pheenix,
and then thrown into the river, in order that his death might be concealed.
This belief was speedily confirmed by the confession of a boy named Daniel
Frederick Muller, aged nineteen, who was employed in the ship, and who
now voluntarily disclosed the whole of the circumstances of the horrible
crime, implicating Ehlert the mate.

His statement was to the following effect:—On the night of Tuesday the
11th of June, he had the twelve-o’clock watch, and at about half-past one
Ehlert came on deck and called him below. He asked what he was wanted
for, but he was desired to ask no questions, but to follow whither he was led.
The boy now again attempted to escape, but the mate threatened to murder
him if he went away, and drew a clasp-knife from his pocket, as if to put his
threat into execution; but he told him that if he remained he would give him
300L., for that there was plenty of money in the captain’s cabin. The night of
the murder was dark and rainy. The boy added, that he had done nothing
himself in the way of assisting in the murder, but that he had tried very much
to get away. The mate had, however, threatened him a great deal so as to
prevent his escape, and having compelled him to aid him in the transaction,
had given him instructions what to
say in the event of his being
questioned.

Muller, however, persisted in
the truth of his tale, and on the

16th of August the miserable
convict was executed. On Saturday the 27th of July, the

prisoner Ehlert was put upon his
trial at the assizes. The evidence of
the boy was corroborated by that of other witnesses in many material
particulars, and a verdict of “Guilty”” was returned by the jury.

Sentence of death was instantly passed, amidst the unavailing
protestations of the wretched convict of his innocence. Between this period
and the day of his execution, Ehlert continued firm in his denial of his
participation in the murder, and imputed the whole guilt of the transaction to
Muller, who he said had destroyed the captain under the very circumstances
which he had detailed, as having been those under which he had committed
the foul crime. He said he had discovered the completion of the deed, and out
of compassion for the boy had omitted to give him up to justice. Muller,
however, persisted in the truth of his tale, and on the 16th of August the
miserable convict was executed.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

George Cant
Convicted of rape

THE case of this individual presents circumstances of so remarkable a
character to our notice, that we should be guilty of a neglect of our duty if we

omitted their recital.

B

Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

At the Central Criminal Court
on Thursday the 31st of October
1839, George Cant, a publican,
aged forty years, was indicted for a
rape upon Jane Bolland; and in
order that the course which the
case took may be understood, we
shall repeat the evidence which
was given by the witnesses at the
trial, in preference to a general
narrative of the proceedings.

After about two  hours’
consideration, a verdict of “Guilty”
was returned. The  prisoner
appeared somewhat astonished at

| this conclusion of the case, and
= loudly declared his

innocence.
Judgment of death was, however,
recorded against him, and he was
removed from the bar.

The very peculiar circumstances of this case attracted a large share of
public attention; and a feeling was commonly entertained that the verdict was

founded upon an erroneous view of the facts
of the case. The persons who adopted this
impression lost no time in conveying their
opinion to the Secretary of State for the
Home Department; but in spite of their most
strenuous exertions in favour of Mr. Cant, the
Government declined to give a decision in

Cant, the Government declined to
give a decision in opposition to that
which had been arrived at by the jury,
although it was resolved that the
sentence of death should be changed
for a punishment of transportation
for life.

opposition to that which had been arrived at by the jury, although it was

resolved that the sentence of death should be changed for a punishment of

transportation for life.

In obedience to this determination Mr. Cant was subsequently sent out of

the country.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Lees
Executed for the murder of his wife

THIS melancholy affair was the
result of an unfortunate excessive
indulgence on the part of the convict
in intoxicating liquors. William Lees
was a hair-dresser, living at No. 1,
Lower Chapman-street, St. George’s-
in-the-East, where, with his wife, he
occupied a small house, the lower part
| of which he used in the way of his
§ x | trade. Lees at the time of the dreadful
Period Newgate illustration of | oceurrence was hirty-five years of

a similar incident. -lage, and his wife was five years
gt S 2s e younger. They had been married a
period of five years, but they had been

N

known to quarrel frequently.

On Tuesday the 19th of November 1839, between two and three o’clock in
the afternoon, Lees was observed to close his shop, and quit his house. He
went directly to the residence of some relatives at Islington, apparently in a
state of great perturbation; and after a few minutes’ conversation, he
disclosed to them the appalling fact, that he had murdered his wife on that
afternoon, by cutting her throat with a razor. This was found upon
investigation to be unhappily true. The body of the wretched woman was
discovered extended at full length on the floor of her husband’s shop; her
throat being so dreadfully cut, as that her head was nearly off; her face being
fearfully gashed and wounded, as if in the efforts of the murderer before he

could effectually complete his design.

On the 16th of December 1839, On Friday, the 28th of November, the
the unfortunate man was miserable man was indicted for the murder at
executed al the Old Balley, in | the Central Criminal Court. There could be
no doubt of his guilt, and a verdict of

conviction was returned.

The learned judge, in passing upon him the sentence of death, remarked,
that the only supposed palliative circumstance in the case was that of his
having been intoxicated at the time of the murder. As a warning to others, he
thought it should be understood that this afforded no possible excuse. He then
passed the usual judgment on the culprit, and he was removed from the bar.
On the 16th of December 1839, the unfortunate man was executed at the Old
Bailey, in obedience to his sentence.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Rev. J. R. Stevens

Convicted of sedition

MR. JAMES RAYNER STEVENS was one of the most violent political
preachers of his day. The manufacturing inhabitants of Ashton, Dunkenfield,
and Staley Bridge therefore quickly erected for him chapels in each of their
respective districts, and here he continued to exercise his functions as a
preacher, up to the period of his apprehension. As we have already said, mild,
amiable, and charitable in private life, he was a universal favourite amongst

WSS CEmsEmme g Assa

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

his flock; but he unfortunately sought to gratify their tastes, at the same time
that he obeyed the dictates of his own feelings, in disseminating doctrines
opposed to the maintenance of the existing law, and subversive of the
interests of society. The New Poor Law was his favourite topic of abuse; and
in this he found a ready echo in the breasts of those who heard him. But from
a subject which might be so easily made calculated to excite dislike towards
the Ministers by whom the law was introduced, he turned to others of a more
general character; and in his discourses in reference to these as well as the
first object of his professed hatred, he was guilty of making assertions and
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employing argumentswhich eventually procured his indictment and
imprisonment on a charge of sedition.

In his sermons Mr. Stevens boldly maintained his principles, and sought
openly to make them known; he contended, not perhaps for their legality, but
that they were such as he had a right to hold and proclaim; and he frequently
loudly called upon the authorities, “if they dared,” to impeach him of his
political offences in this respect. This invitation was given once too often;
and at length, on Thursday, the 28th of December 1838, he was apprehended
at Ashton by Goddard and Shackell, Bow-street officers, on a warrant which
had been issued by two magistrates of Lancashire, and placed in their hands
for execution. Mr. Stevens made no effort to resist the law, and he was
immediately taken to Manchester to be examined by the magistrates there,
escorted by a company of the Queen’s Bays. He was lodged in the New
Bailey for that night; but on the next day a public investigation took place.

On Thursday the 15th of This liberation took place eight

August 1839, hMr' 'Sitevl?lllls days earlier than the term of his
was put upon hus trial. © sentence; but, in consequence of

indictment alleged t}}e same the death of his father, the Rev.
offence as that which had

been stated in the warrant,

and it was fully supported by the same evidence which we have already
detailed. At the conclusion of the trial, a verdict of “Guilty” was returned,
and Mr. Stevens was sentenced to eighteen months imprisonment in
Knutsford House of Correction, and was ordered on his discharge to give
bail, himself in 5001., and two sureties in 2501. each, that he should keep the
peace for five years.

Mr. Stevens was subsequently removed to Chester Castle, from whence,
on the 1st of February 1841, he was discharged. This liberation took place
eight days earlier than the term of his sentence; but, in consequence of the
death of his father, the Rev. John Stevens, Lord Normanby kindly consented
to the remission of the few days, to enable him to attend the last sad duties to
the deceased.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Birmingham Riots—1839

Birmingham Riots. P. 505.

THESE disgraceful riots, involving the destruction of property to a very
great extent, occurred on the evening of Monday the 15th of July 1839, and
were the result of a long course of agitation created by the exertions of a
body of men called Chartists, to obtain the adoption by Parliament of certain
popular reforms of the constitution of the country, by which they conceived
that the poorer classes of Englishmen might procure for themselves a better
system of representation, and, therefore, a larger share of the government of
the country than they had hitherto possessed. Throughout the history of every
civilized state it is to be observed, that there are always parties whose desires
of reform or alteration of the existing law more than keep pace with the
changes which the legislature deems it fit to make. The violence of the views
entertained by these persons, usually tends to render the immediate, or even
the ultimate granting of their wishes, incompatible with the maintenance of
those rules by which society is governed, so that whatever may be the
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eventual estimation in which, in the process of time, or by reason of the
occurrence of events, their views may be held, a necessity exists for their
being presently discouraged and checked. Of a class such as we have alluded
to, are the Chartists. Denominated from the charter, upon the procurement of
which they base their faith, their principles will be best comprehended by a
recital of the articles of their creed; and as these have been described by
themselves in a petition which they have presented to parliament, we shall
have recourse to their own statement of their views, in preference to
repeating in general terms that which is, in the ordinary acceptation, the
ground-work upon which they proceed.

The petition to which we refer was presented by Mr. Attwood to the
House of Commons on the evening of Friday the 14th of June, and was the
result of numerous meetings held in Birmingham and elsewhere, at which the
principles of the charter were advocated. It was denominated the “National
Petition,” and bore the signatures of a vast number of individuals appended to
it; and it was so bulky in its form as to require to be conveyed into the house

upon a platform constructed

for the purpose.
The events of the latter end of the
year 1839, when a most systematic ) ) )
and violent attempt was made to It would be impossible in
seize the town of Newport, in the space to which we are
Monmouthshire, by an organised limited, to go through the

band of Chartists, will be found to be | cases of all the persons who
hereafter described; and for a more | were convicted in the course

complete view... of the years 1839 and 1840,
for their advocacy, by the
violence of their language, or of their deeds, of the cause of Chartism.
Throughout the greater part of the manufacturing districts of England, the
agitation which prevailed upon this subject was very great, and repeated and
frequent acts of violence were committed, the participators in which suffered
the penalties of their offences; but to recite each particular case would be
little more than to repeat the same details.

The events of the latter end of the year 1839, when a most systematic and
violent attempt was made to seize the town of Newport, in Monmouthshire,
by an organised band of Chartists, will be found to be hereafter described;
and for a more complete view of the abominable conspiracy which existed in
reference to the advancement of the cause of Chartism, we must refer our
readers to the article in which the riots of Wales are delineated.

Manchester Massacre.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Chartist Riots 1839-40

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE riots which took place at the end of the year 1839, in the
manufacturing districts of England and Wales, will long be remembered as
among the most serious and violent popular commotions which have
occurred in this country in the course of the current century. The Chartists,
whose proceedings we have already alluded to, are alone answerable for the
mischievous “risings” to which the country was made the prey, and many of
them have paid the forfeit of their offences by the infliction of the
punishments of transportation, fine, and imprisonment.
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Among the most distinguished of the Chartist leaders, who were
concerned in the Newport outbreak, which was the most serious of those to
which public attention was directed, was Mr. John Frost, who previously to
the time of his connection with these proceedings had been a magistrate, and
a respectable inhabitant of the borough of Newport, in Monmouthshire. Mr.
Frost was well-known to have long entertained political feelings extending to
the extreme of radicalism; but, considering the situation of trust which he had
held in his native town, it was scarcely deemed possible that he should be
engaged in proceedings, the declared object of which was to subvert the
government of the day.

Peter Murdin, six months’
imprisonment with hard labour.

Chief Justice Tindal addressed the
prisoners in the following words:—
“John Frost, Zephaniah Williams, and
William Jones, after the most anxious and careful investigation of your
respective cases before juries of great intelligence and almost unexampled
patience, you stand at the bar of this court to receive the last sentence of the
law, for the commission of a crime which, beyond all others, is the most
pernicious in its example, and the most injurious in its consequences, to the
peace and happiness of human society—that of high-treason against your
sovereign. You can have no just ground of complaint that your several cases
have not met with the most full consideration, both from the jury and the
court; but as that jury have, in each of them, pronounced you guilty of the
crime with which you have been charged, I should be wanting in justice to
them if I did not openly declare that the verdicts which they have found meet
with the entire concurrence of my learned brethren and myself. 1 do,
therefore, most earnestly exhort you, to employ the little time that remains to
you, in preparing for the great change that doth await you, by sincere
penitence and fervent prayer; for although we shall not fail to forward to the
proper quarter that recommendation which the jury intrusted to us, we cannot
hold out to you any hope of mercy on this side the grave. And now doth
nothing more remain than that the Court pronounces (to all of us a most
painful duty) the last sentence of the law, which is, ‘That each of you, John
Frost, Zephaniah Williams, and William Jones, be taken hence to the place
from whence you came, and be thence drawn on a hurdle to the place of
execution, and that each of you be there hanged by the neck until you be
dead, and that afterwards the head of each of you shall be severed from his
body, and the body of each, divided into four quarters, shall be disposed of as
her Majesty shall think fit; and may the Lord have mercy upon your souls.”
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Notwithstanding the extremely perilous situation of the unfortunate men,
who were thus convicted and left under sentence of death at Monmouth,
during the whole period occupied in their trials their brother Chartists
throughout the county persisted in pursuing their reckless and mischievous
career. In the immediate vicinity of Monmouth, small armed bands
associated themselves for the purpose of deterring the attendance of jurymen
and witnesses at the trial; but the active interference of a large body of the
London police-force, sent down with a view to the preservation of peace and
good order, effectually prevented the success of their schemes. Rumours
were industriously circulated, as well before the commencement of the
proceedings of the special commission as during their continuance, that a
new rising was intended, to procure the release of the prisoners from custody;
and the most active preparations were made to meet any outbreak which
might occur; but it eventually turned out, either that the reports were
unfounded, or that the devisers of the plots wanted the courage or the means
to carry them into execution. In Sheffield, Dewsbury, and many of the
northern towns, the Chartist agitation was kept up, avowedly without the
least consideration for the wretched prisoners; and, by the vigorous agency of

the police, the most atrocious

EETEI - T plots were discovered and
mith, to be imprisoned in the frustrated
House of Correction at Preston for )
eighteen months, and to enter into
his own recognizance in 5001., with George H. Smith, to be
two sureties in 100l., to keep the imprisoned in the House of
peace for three years. Correction at Preston for eighteen

months, and to enter into his own
recognizance in 5001., with two sureties in 1001., to keep the peace for three
years. John Kaye, six months; recognizances in 2001., with two sureties in
501. Christopher Doyle, nine months; recognizances in 3001., two sureties in
100L. each. William Barker was sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment
in the House of Correction at Kirkdale, with hard labour. Frederick
Davidson, six months, with hard labour. Samuel Scott, eight months’
imprisonment; to enter into his own recognizance in 1001, with two sureties
in 501. each, to keep the peace for three years. Charles Morris, twelve
months’ imprisonment; recognizances in 1001., with two sureties in 20l.
Daniel Ball, eighteen months’ with hard labour; similar recognizances. Peter
Murdin, six months’ imprisonment with hard labour. William Willoughby,
three months’ with hard labour.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Feargus O’Connor, Esq
Convicted of the publication of a seditious
libel

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE trial of Mr. Feargus O’Connor came on at York, before Mr. Justice
Coleridge, on the 17th of March 1840, when the Attorney-general appeared
to conduct the prosecution on the part of the crown. The information charged
the publication of two seditious libels in a newspaper called the “Northern
Star,” of which the defendant was proprietor and editor, upon the 13th and
20th of July in the preceding year.
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The Attorney-general, in opening the case to the jury, read the libels
which were complained of. The first consisted of a report of a speech made
by the defendant himself, at a meeting which, in the “Northern Star,” was
designated “The Rochdale Defence Fund Meeting.” This speech was highly
inflammatory in its terms, and was directed against the government. When
their representatives were brought up for trial, unless contrary instructions
came down from the Convention, the brave men in the north were determined
on that day to have a universal strike; and, assembling round the trial-house
in their mighty strength, would send word to the judge that they were
standing outside waiting for an acquittal. He bid them cast aside their
braggadocias, and by fierce looks and something shining over their chimney-
pieces, to be determined; for until something in earnest like this were done,
the government, who knew all about them through their spies, would take
advantage of their want of preparedness, they having already cannons of
enormous calibre, fire-arms, &c., manufacturing in large quantities. He was
determined to stand by his constituents to the death, reduced though he was
by exertion in the public cause, and, if needs be, die in the last ditch in their

defence.”

The punishment of the
prisoner Ellis was subsequently The concourse of persons who witnessed
C‘""m"tedff;; fl.r’fe"s” ortation | o execution was almost unprecedentedly
: great. It was supposed that there were nearly
ten thousand persons present. Every spot,
remote and near, from which a view of the drop could be obtained, was
occupied—walls, trees, roofs of houses, &c., being fixed upon by many as
convenient places from which to view the scene. The three thoroughfares
approaching the jail were densely crowded as far as the sight could reach, and
the neighbouring gardens were filled with people. No peculiar feeling was
displayed when the men made their appearance on the drop; though when it
fell the females, who were very numerous, gave partial vent to their
emotions.

The punishment of the prisoner Ellis was subsequently commuted to
transportation for life.
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THE case of this e
. THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
prisoner affords a OF NEWGATE
William Race
rernarkable prOOf Of Convicted of manslaughter
the folly of practical

jokes, and the mischievous
results which may proceed
from them.

Race was indicted at Bury
St. Edmunds, on Monday the
30th of March 1840, for the
manslaughter of Thomas |}
Buck. On the evening laid in | #*/]
the indictment, the theatrical
booth, with its uncovered |
stage in front, had been
erected on the classic ground
of Felsham, celebrated for its
fair—the corps dramatique
appeared on the stage in front
of the booth, and, in the
flaming robes and sweeping
drapery of the tragic muse,
endeavoured to attract the attention of the motley crowd, who were just then busily
intent upon the performances of a neighbouring juggler, whose comic grimaces
and fantastic gambols they greatly admired. Under these circumstances, the solemn
pomp and tragic splendour of Buck’s stage, paraded as it was by heroes of
herculean proportions and stentorian voices, and by heroines of matchless grace
and disdainful beauty, lost its powers of attraction—it did not “draw” an
audience,—and it was necessary, for many reasons, that an audience should be
assembled. The gingerbread baker, who, perhaps, had cause to take an interest in
the finances of the company, and who had frequently before, as was stated, enacted
the part of one of the dramatis persone of a “lark,” saw that this was the moment
when a decisive blow ought to be struck to detach the admiring crowd from the too
successful juggler, and bring them to Buck’s theatre by the attractive influence of
some novelty. He, therefore, with the best intentions towards Buck and his
company, went up to a “property-man”

An excellent character for kindness and humanity was given to the prisoner by
many persons, which the learned judge took into account in sentencing him, upon
being pronounced “Guilty of Manslaughter” by the jury.

After some admonitory remarks upon the danger and criminality of indulging in
“larks” and practical jokes with fire-arms, his lordship ordered him to be
imprisoned for one month.

E’L U . X AP % f,. iﬂ
Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.
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S — THESE unhappy men
James Lightfoo?,FREr:vdeil]iam Lightfoot were 1abourers, and
Executed for murder were born and brought
N up in the
neighbourhood of the spot,
where they committed the
inhuman and premeditated
murder, for which their lives
| were eventually taken away
|| by the executioner.

They were tried at
Bodmin, in Cornwall, on the
30th of March, 1840, before
Mr. Justice Coltman, on an
indictment, which charged
f| them with the wilful murder
of Mr. Nevill Norway, a
oA timber merchant, residing at
Period Newgate illustration of a similar ; Wadebridge, in the same

incident. county, on the 8th of the
preceding month of February.

Mr. Baron Parke, in addressing the prisoner, declared that there could be
no possible doubt that he had been guilty of the murder of the unhappy

deceased, and that he was justly brought to

The torms of his sentence of punishment. He sentenced him to be
transportation were subsequently transported fOI' llfe
e remoeod from this ementey. The prisoner, during his confinement in
without having made a fresh effort | Newgate upon this new charge, made a most

to secure his escape. . .

desperate attempt to escape, in company with

a fellow-prisoner; but their schemes being
discovered by the ever-watchful and most excellent governor of the jail, Mr.
Cope, and frustrated, he became much impressed with the dreadful situation
in which he had placed himself. At his trial he conducted himself with much
firmness, cross-examining the witnesses with considerable tact—and
subsequently addressing the jury and court upon the case, with boldness and
effect; but upon his hearing the verdict of “Guilty,” which was returned, he
lost his presence of mind, and became deeply agitated. During the period
occupied by the learned judge in passing sentence, he recovered his self-
possession, and at the conclusion of the address, he skipped away from the
bar with great alacrity.

The terms of his sentence of transportation were subsequently carried out;
but the prisoner was not removed from this country without having made a
fresh effort to secure his escape.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE —

Francois Benjamin Courvoisier
Executed for murder e |

Period Newgate illustration of a similar 2
incident.

FOR a considerable number of years scarcely any circumstance occurred in
the metropolis which created a greater degree of consternation and interest than
the tragical event which it now becomes our duty to record. At an early hour on
the morning of Wednesday the 6th of May, 1840, Lord William Russell, an aged
and most esteemed member of the illustrious house of Bedford, was discovered
to have been barbarously murdered in his bed, at his house No. 14, Norfolk-
street, Park-lane. The noble deceased was the posthumous child of Francis,
Marquis of Tavistock, eldest son of the fourth Duke of Bedford, by Lady
Elizabeth Keppel, daughter of the second Earl of Albemarle. He was the third
and youngest brother of the two late Dukes of Bedford, and uncle of the existing
duke, who was the seventh of the family who had succeeded to the title. He was
uncle also to the noble and highly talented Lord John Russell, who at the time of
this most melancholy catastrophe held the office of Secretary of State for
Colonial Affairs. By his marriage with Lady Charlotte Villiers, eldest daughter of
the fourth Earl of Jersey, his lordship had seven children, several of whom were
still alive and were married into other noble families; but at the time of his death
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he was a widower, his wife having died in the year 1806. His lordship having
been born in August, 1767, was consequently in the seventy-third year of his age.

Allied as the noble lord was to so many of the families of the nobility, the
horrible event of his murder, it may be presumed, created the most extraordinary
degree of alarm; and inquiries the most eager and the most scrutinizing were
immediately set on foot, with a view to the discovery of the person by whose
hand the dreadful deed had been committed. The result of the preliminary
investigations which took place, tended to fix strong suspicion upon the valet of
the unfortunate nobleman, Frangois Benjamin Courvoisier, which, however, was
so little supported by positive evidence, as to leave his guilt of the crime a matter
of the greatest doubt, and it was not until the second day of his trial for the
murder, that circumstances were
discovered, in a manner, which In his career in the metropolis I-Ie
appeared to denote the presence of the i‘}e:n';oz o‘:.’;p ue:trlfz e’;; ‘;:) Ziz:, ﬂ"',ﬁf‘y
hand of the Almighty, by which his him general attention, and the
conviction was secured. dreadful crime of which he was guilty

The first discovery (?f the murder, | ee':; at‘; :;;znbf:l""urfsﬂ';:;:i;es T
as we have already said, took place
upon the morning of the 6th of May;
but, in order to render what then took place more intelligible, we shall first
describe the family of his lordship, and the proceedings of the day preceding this
most diabolical outrage. Lord William Russell resided, attended only by his
servants, at the house in Norfolk-street, Park-lane. At half-past five his lordship
returned home to dinner, in a cab, and showed some dissatisfaction at the neglect
of his servant; but it does not appear that he exhibited any such anger as could
well excite a feeling of hatred or ill will. Dinner was served at about seven
o’clock; tea and coffee were subsequently handed to his lordship, and at about
nine o’clock he retired to his library. At this time, the three house servants only
were at home. Some other persons had called in the course of the day, but they
had all left; and Courvoisier, Sarah Mancer, and Mary Hannell, only were in the
house. Hannell had been out, but upon her return Courvoisier admitted her, and it
was observed that he locked and chained the street door after her entrance.
Supper was, at about ten o’clock, prepared in the kitchen, and some beer was
fetched by Courvoisier; but he quitted the house, and returned by way of the
area, and the gate and kitchen door were fastened by Hannell upon his re-
admission. The means of access to the house, from the street, therefore, were
closed, and the only entrance from the back, on the basement story, was through
the pantry.

It is not a little remarkable, that two members of the Bedford family met with
sudden deaths before the noble lord whose destruction we have just related,
though in neither instance by the hands of an assassin. A former Duke of
Bedford, and the Marquis of Tavistock, the father of the deceased nobleman,
were both of them killed while hunting.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Edward Oxford
Tried for high treason, in shooting at the

queen

Oxford shooting at the Queen. P. 587.

WHILE yet the public mind was occupied with the contemplation of the
crimes of Courvoisier and Gould, which we have just related, and before the
termination of the inquiries which took place in reference to those culprits, an
occurrence of a yet more striking character,—more calculated to excite
interest, because levelled at the life of the sovereign, and therefore, at the
welfare of the country,—an attempt to shoot her Majesty, Queen Victoria,
took place. Happily for the honour of the country, this attack turned out to be
that of a maniac; but melancholy indeed would have been the result, if an
attempt, so dreadful in its consequences to the nation, had not been rendered
unsuccessful by the all-powerful hand of Providence. In the case of

Lord Denman summed up the
evidence, and at the end of the
second day’s trial the jury
returned a verdict, acquitting the
prisoner, upon the ground of
insanity.

Courvoisier, we have seen the
inscrutability of the ways of the
Almighty exhibited in the
detection of a murderer; here we
perceive His all-seeing eye
watching over and protecting our
Queen from the assassin’s blow,
and thereby best securing the
interest of our country.

The circumstances immediately attending this dreadful attempt, as well as
the early life of the offender, will be best described by our reciting the
proceedings which took place at the trial of Oxford, for the offence charged
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against him, at the Central Criminal Court, on Thursday the 9th of July, 1840,
before Lord Denman, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Patteson.

The Attorney-General opened the case to the jury in the following address:
He said “Gentlemen, the prisoner stands charged with the crime of high
treason, the greatest crime known to the law, and he stands charged with that
offence in its most aggravated form; he is charged with having made a direct
attempt on the life of the sovereign. Gentlemen, that crime, according to the
law of this country, and, indeed, of all countries in which monarchy is the
form of government, must be considered as very heinous. The mode of
conducting the trial is regulated by an act passed in the 40th year of the reign
of King George III., the effect of which is this, that where in a trial for high
treason the overt act to be proved shall be a direct attempt on the life of the
sovereign, the trial shall be conducted in the same manner as in cases of
murder. Gentlemen, the party now accused will have an ample opportunity
for his defence; on his own application his trial was postponed, and he is now
defended by my two learned friends opposite, of great ability and experience,
and my learned friend, Mr. The prisoner is still presumed to be innocent, and,
unless clear and satisfactory

evidence be produced to establish
his guilt, it will be your duty to
acquit him; but if, upon the evidence
which I am instructed to lay before
you, you should see no reason to
disbelieve the witnesses, I cannot
anticipate that any reasonable doubt

He was ordered to be detained,
in obedience to the terms of
the statute, during her
Majesty’s pleasure, and was
subsequently conveyed to
Bedlam.

can arise. It will appear by the evidence that he practised shooting in
shooting-galleries. Again the providence of God interfered. The prisoner
fired, the ball was heard to whiz on the

Lord Denman summed up the evidence, and at the end of the second day’s
trial the jury returned a verdict, acquitting the prisoner, upon the ground of
insanity.

He was ordered to be detained, in obedience to the terms of the statute,
during her Majesty’s pleasure, and was subsequently conveyed to Bedlam.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Robert Taylor
Convicted of bigamy

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

ON Monday the 29th of June, 1840, Robert Taylor, one of the most
impudent impostors that we ever remember to have read of, was tried at the
Durham sessions for polygamy. The offender was a mere youth, between
nineteen and twenty years of age; but his numerous matrimonial adventures,
and devices to obtain money, marked him as a person of singular cunning
and dexterity. Robinson” appeared to have been constituted “guardians of the
said Robert Taylor.” The documents bore date 22nd of September, 1829, and
exhibited the signatures, first, of the supposed testator “Kenedy,” and then of
the attesting witnesses, “Samuel Robinson, clerk to James Lee, and John
Turner,” and “William Cowley, barrister.” He had also an indenture
certifying the correctness of the will, and describing his person by certain
marks on his right arm, and elsewhere. At the time of his trial, six of his
marriages, in several parts of the north of England, had come to the
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knowledge of the police; but there was good reason to suppose that there
were many other instances in which he had successfully conducted his plans.
This preacher not only failed to obtain the expected reward, but was swindled
out of 121. which he lent to the roguish adventurer. This, however, proved the
last of his exploits; for having made several fruitless attempts to run away
from this wife, he was at length compelled to take her with him, and on his
way through the county of Durham he was apprehended.

The budget of papers found in the prisoner’s possession contained a
multitude of curiosities besides those above alluded to, which our space will
not allow us to particularise. It appeared from one of them, an indenture of
apprenticeship, that at the age of thirteen he had been apprenticed to a sweep
and collier in Staffordshire, till he should be twenty-one years old. Many of
the papers related to the prisoner’s connexion with the Wesleyan and
Primitive Methodists, and with the Teetotallers, of which latter society he
appears to have been a staunch adherent. The most curious paper was “a
memorandum of agreement made between Robert Taylor, Esq., son of the
late Lord Kenedy, of Ashby Hall, in the parish of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, and
those he may engage as servants.” We regret that we cannot give this
amusing document entire. It bears what purports to be the prisoner’s
signature, and from it he appears to have engaged an establishment of
stewards, butlers, footmen, grooms, coachmen, gamekeepers, helpers, &c., at
salaries of from 20l to 60l. per annum, sufficient for half-a-dozen princes.
The stipulation of the engagement was, that the servants, butlers included,
were to observe the teetotal pledge.

. One thing she would not allow
The court thought it better to | oy ripsity to penetrate—and that
make no order; they might be placed | \yqs, the mystery which hung
in the hands of the governor of the over the prisoner’s birth.
jail.

The mother of the prisoner, on quitting the court, finding herself an object
of some attraction, became somewhat communicative on her family history.
Among other things, she stated that her son was one of General Evans’s
“Legion;” and that she had sent a letter into Spain, which had the effect of
procuring his return to England. She had come from Workington, in
Cumberland, a distance of one hundred and fifteen miles, to attend the trial;
for “her son was her son,” and she could not rest without coming. One thing
she would not allow curiosity to penetrate—and that was, the mystery which
hung over the prisoner’s birth. She had “kept the secret” nineteen years, and
was not going to reveal it in the twentieth. All that she would say was, that
“she had him to a real gentleman.”
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Thomas Patteson
Convicted of manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE trial of this person took place at Aylesbury, on Tuesday, March 10th,
1840, before Mr. Baron Parke, when the indictment charged that the prisoner
had been guilty of the manslaughter of John Charles, on the 21st of October
previous, at Buckland, in Buckinghamshire. The case excited a great deal of
interest in the county, from the condition in life of the deceased and the
prisoner, who were both respectable farmers, and from the close intimacy
which had long existed between them, as well as from the mysterious manner
of the death of the former. Though the coroner’s jury returned a verdict of
manslaughter only, the prosecutors sent up a bill of indictment for murder to
the grand jury, which they ignored.
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The main circumstances of the case were, that on the 20th of October
1839, the deceased John Charles went, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, to
the “Boot,” on Buckland Common, where he had some beer; and while there,
the prisoner came in to take lunch, about twelve o’clock. They remained
talking and drinking together until about five o’clock in the evening, when
the landlord, John Edwards, came in, with whom they had some more drink.
The prisoner, before the body was found, had told the policeman that he was
sure the person he had killed was “Joe Kibble, the sweep of Tring, who had
been sent by Humphrey Bull to kill him.” Humphrey Bull was the relieving
officer of the union, of which both the prisoner and the deceased were
guardians, and was of different politics from the prisoner, the latter being a
liberal, and Bull a conservative; but they were on good terms; and nothing
could show more strongly the strange state of delusion which the effects of
intemperate drinking had wrought upon the prisoner’s mind on that fatal
night, than that he should give as a

It was not right that he should, reason for killing one of his friends,

however, go altogether unpunished, that he believed him to be an

but in consideration of his having . .

T e ] (Fee e assassin sent by another friend for

imprisonment, he should sentence the purpose of rnurdering him!

him to be imprisoned for two months | Those wounds the surgeon was of

only, hoping that this case would be a | opinjon were inflicted by the fist
warning to all who heard it... . .

only. The prisoner was in an agony

of grief as soon as he was made

aware that it was his friend and companion Charles that he had so unwittingly

slain, and continued in a state of deep affliction, even up to the time of his

trial.

The jury returned a verdict of “Guilty of manslaughter,” accompanied by a
recommendation to mercy.

Mr. Baron Parke, in pronouncing judgment, observed, that from the time
he had read the depositions he believed the fatal act of the prisoner to have
been the result of a delusion produced upon a mind which intoxication had
deprived of the control of reason; that the prisoner never had the slightest
intention of killing his friend, with whom it was proved he never had any
quarrel, was clear beyond all doubt. It was not right that he should, however,
go altogether unpunished, but in consideration of his having already suffered
five months’ imprisonment, he should sentence him to be imprisoned for two
months only, hoping that this case would be a warning to all who heard it of
the danger of indulging in intemperate habits.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

John Turner Flynn
Convicted of forgery

|

THIS person was convicted of ]
an offence of a most mischievous §
description. Al

He was indicted at the Old & |
Bailey sessions, on Saturday the g
I1th of April, 1840, for 3
feloniously uttering and putting
off a forged order for the payment
of money, and a forged certificate,
knowing the same to be forged, ¥
with intent to defraud the §
Commissioners of  Chelsea ##

Hospital. .

These circumstances | o R s A
constituted th? evidence  laid Period Newgate illustration of a
before  the  jury —upon the similar incident.

indictment preferred against the
prisoner. For the defence, it was
suggested, that some person more designing than the prisoner had imposed upon
him; but the jury returned a verdict of Guilty, accompanied by a recommendation
to mercy.
It was stated, that there were other Baron Alderson in passing
prosecutions against the prisoner of a similar sentence upon the prisoner
declared, that he felt the deepest
character, and that frauds to a very great extent | ‘egret at finding a person of his
had been committed upon Chelsea Hospital. rank in life placed in such a
Mr. Baron Alderson in passing sentence sttuation.
upon the prisoner declared, that he felt the
deepest regret at finding a person of his rank in life placed in such a situation. He
had hitherto borne a good reputation, but the crime of which he had been found
guilty was of a most aggravated character:—it was one which might have robbed
the soldier of the hard-earned fruits of his valour, of his meritorious sacrifices for
the safety and honour of his country. A short time before, for such an offence he
would undoubtedly have been consigned to an ignominious death, and he feared
that the laxity with which the existing law was carried out, would compel the
legislature to re-enact that dreadful punishment for such crimes as his. He would
take care that the blood of no man should rest upon his head; and although it was
his intention, as it was his duty, to present the recommendation of the jury in the
proper quarter, and he should not stand in the way of the mercy of the Crown, he
considered it to be his imperative duty to pass a sentence of transportation for life.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Alexander M‘Laghlin Smith

Tried for murder

THE brutal and sanguinary
murder for which this unhappy man
was tried, was that of Mr. William
Duke, the chief police-officer of
»> Huddersfield, n Yorkshire.
- Surrounded as it is by circumstances

' of the very greatest barbarity and
atrocity, it is no small relief to find
that the person by whom the

dreadful deed was committed was
¥ insane, and therefore legally
Period Newgate illustration of a irresponsible for his acts.

similar incident. The scene of this dreadful
transaction was thus described by an

eye-witness. He says, “On Tuesday the 28th of April, after tea, I paid one of
my usual visits to our beautiful public exhibition, and while in conversation
with a friend, I heard the cry of ‘murder,” and rushed out of the back door,
close to which stands our prison and the prison-house. The first object that
struck my attention was Dawson, one of our police-officers, seated in a chair,
literally stifled with the blood which he was stroking from his head and neck,
and which was streaming from other parts of his body. Duke, and other
females, that her husband was murdered, induced me to hasten to the prison-
yard, there to witness a scene that beggars description. There I found Duke,
our head police-officer, weltering in his blood, pale with exhaustion, and Mr.
Wrigley, surgeon, on his knees, vainly attempting to stop the bleeding. I
rushed back to the front door—sent for all the surgical assistance to be found,
and then returned to the scene of horror to hear the piteous request of the
dying officer, “Don’t remove me, doctor, don’t be so cruel—let me die

here!”—nearly his last words.

The jury, in consequence, The trial of the prisoner took place at York
acquitted the prisoner, and he | o5y the 21st of July 1840, before Mr. Baron
was ordered to be detained A
during Her Majesty’s pleasure. | Rolfe, when the facts which have been already
detailed having been proved by various
witnesses, evidence of the insanity of the prisoner was given.
The jury, in consequence, acquitted the prisoner, and he was ordered to be

detained during Her Majesty’s pleasure.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

The Earl Of Cardigan
Tried at the bar of the house of lords, for an
) assault with intent to murder

Period Newgate illustration of a similar
incident.

ON Tuesday, February the 16th, 1841, the Right Hon. the Earl of
Cardigan was tried by his Peers at the bar of the House of Lords, for an
assault with intent to murder, alleged to have been committed by him in

fighting a duel with Mr. Harvey

Tuckett, came to the same Garnett Phipps Tuckett.
conclusion as that which had been In introducing this case to our
arrived at by the House of Peers; | readers we do not deem it to be
and a verdict of acquittal was necessary to enter into any
returned. minute or extended discussion in

reference to the circumstances
which preceded this trial, but it will be sufficient to point out the general facts
by which the duel which was the subject-matter of the investigation was
brought about.

187



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

The attorney-general addressed their lordships as follows:—*I have the
honour to attend your lordships on this occasion as attorney-general for her
majesty, to lay before you the circumstances of the case upon which you will
be called to pronounce judgment, without any object or wish on my part,
except that I may humbly assist your lordships in coming to a right
conclusion upon it, according to its merits. An indictment has been found
against a peer of the realm by a grand jury of his country, charging him with
a felony, the punishment of which is transportation or imprisonment. And be
it enacted, that whosoever shall attempt to administer to any person any
poison or other destructive thing, or shall shoot at any person, or shall, by
drawing a trigger, or in any other manner, attempt to discharge any kind of
loaded arms at any person, or shall attempt to drown, suffocate, or strangle
any person, with intent in any of the cases aforesaid to commit the crime of
murder, shall, although no bodily injury shall be effected, be guilty of felony,
and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the discretion of the court, to
be transported beyond the seas for the term of his or her natural life, or for
any term not less than fifteen years, or to be imprisoned for any term not
exceeding three years.” Therefore, to shoot at a person and inflict a wound
dangerous to life, remains by this act a capital offence; but the act of
shooting, when no wound is inflicted, is no longer a capital offence, and
remains a felony punishable only with transportation or imprisonment. If
your lordships assume this, sitting in judgment, why not the King’s Bench?
why not commissioners of oyer and terminer? if they do so, why not the
quarter sessions? Ingenious men may strain the law very far, but to pervert it
was to new-model it—the genius of our constitution says, judges have no
such authority, nor shall presume to exercise it.” I conclude, my lords, with
the respectful expression of my conviction, that your lordships’ judgment in
this case, whatever it may be, will be according to truth and the justice of the
case, and that you will preserve the high reputation in the exercise of judicial
functions which has so long been enjoyed by your lordships and your

ancestors.”

At the Central Criminal Court, Lo
on Wednesday the 3rd of At the Central Criminal Court, on

March, Captain Douglas was Wednesday the 3rd of March,

put upon his trial, before Mr. Captain Douglas was put upon his
trial, before Mr. Justice Williams,

upon the indictment which had been
found against him; but the jury, in the absence of positive evidence to
identify Mr. Tuckett, came to the same conclusion as that which had been
arrived at by the House of Peers; and a verdict of acquittal was returned.

188



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Harrison Flather
Imprisoned for larceny

WE cannot refrain from
presenting to the notice of our
readers the circumstances of
this very singular case.

At the assizes at Carlisle,
on the 23rd of February 1841,
Harrison Flather was indicted
for stealing five sovereigns, a
purse, and a pair of ear-rings,
the property of Morris Davis.

il < %.g : 4 B
Period Newgate illustration of a
similar incident.

Suruiar NCWenL; nuL g JepICLUn Ul LS
Miss Moore, of Paternoster-row, Carlisle, was called to prove that she had
never written letters to the prosecutor, and had never received any from him
through the medium of the prisoner; and other witnesses spoke to the facts
opened by the prosecuting counsel, as well as to the additional circumstance
that green-edged paper, like that on which Miss Moore’s supposed letters had
been written, had been found in the possession of the prisoner.

The jury found the prisoner “Guilty.” He was then tried upon a second
indictment, charging him with a like offence in

Justice Maule immediately reference to some of the other sums which he

sentenced him to be confined | had obtained of the prosecutor, and a similar
in the House of Correction for

sixteen months. verdict was returned.

Mr. Justice Maule immediately sentenced
him to be confined in the House of Correction for sixteen months.

189



CRIME, JUSTICE AND THE SCAFFOLD — VOLUME II

THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

Richard Moore
Transported for forgery

AT the Central Criminal Court, on
Saturday the 6th of February 1841,
Richard Moore, aged thirty, was indicted
for feloniously uttering and putting off a
forged note, purporting to be a genuine
note of the Salop bank, for 51l well
knowing the same to be forged, with intent
to defraud Messrs. Glyn, Halifax, Mills o
and Co., Fhe bankers, ofL(.)mbard—stTeet. ) Period Newgate illustration of a

The circumstances which transpired in similar incident.
the course of the investigation were of a :rwu ivewyure wusw utwn vy w st vwwen
remarkable character. Mr. Moore was a I
person of gentlemanly appearance, and was a member of a highly respectable Irish
family, possessed of good means. The unfortunate young man when he came of
age received a property sufficient to have placed him in a situation above the
common rank. Naturally wild and unsettled in his disposition, he soon became
involved in all the gaieties of the metropolis of his native country; but he ere long
changed the scene of his actions to London. Here he entered even more largely into
the amusements of life; and few years had elapsed before he had dissipated the
greater part of his possessions. The gambling-table had served in a great measure
to produce this unfortunate effect, and to the gambling-table he resorted for the
purpose of renewing those means of which it had already deprived him. Every
effort served but to plunge him deeper into difficulty; and at length he was driven
in despair to a method of retrieving his lost fortunes which rendered him open to a
prosecution for putting off forged notes.

The defence in this case was the same as that | His lordship then sentenced
which had been before put forward, and the | the prisoner to be transported
inquiry was attended with a similar result,—the T LT T
conviction of the prisoner.

Mr. Justice Coltman, who was the presiding judge, in passing sentence upon the
prisoner, remarked that his offence was materially aggravated by the station in
society which he had held, and the education which he had received. In a
commercial country, where so much depended upon the proper maintenance of the
public securities, forgery could not be looked at as a slight offence. In this case the
safety of the commercial transactions of the country might have been peculiarly
affected, and a severe example was called for. His lordship then sentenced the
prisoner to be transported for fifteen years.

AR, v et N
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

F
Patrick Maxwell Stewart Wallace; And
Michael Shaw Stewart Wallace
Transported for inciting a person to cast away and
destroy a merchant ship

THE crime of these prisoners was of a most heinous description, and fully
entitled them to receive that measure of punishment which, by the sentence
of the court, they were directed to undergo. They were persons of respectable
origin and connexions, and had for some time carried on business in the city
of London as merchants. They were tried at the Central Criminal Court, at the
March sessions, 1841, on a charge of inciting one Edmund Loose to cast
away the ship Dryad.

The indictment contained twenty-six counts and charges: First—"“That one
Edmund Loose, late of London, mariner, on the 10th of November, in the
third year of her present Majesty’s reign, being the captain of a certain vessel
called the Dryad, the property of Alexander Howden and others, did, with
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force and arms, upon the high seas, within the jurisdiction, &c., feloniously,
unlawfully, and maliciously, cast away and destroy the said vessel, with
intent thereby to prejudice the said Alexander Howden and another, against
the form of the statute in such case made and provided; and further, that
Patrick Maxwell Stewart Wallace, late of London aforesaid, before the said
felony was committed in form aforesaid, namely, on the 1st of August in the
year aforesaid, did feloniously and maliciously incite, move, procure, aid,
counsel, hire, and command the said Edmund Loose the said felony, in
manner and form aforesaid, to do and commit, against the form of the statute
in such case made and provided, against the peace, &c.; and further that
Michael Shaw Stewart Wallace, late of London aforesaid, before the said
felony was committed, &c., did feloniously and maliciously incite, &c., the
said Edmund Loose the said felony in manner and form aforesaid, to do and

commit, against the form of the

statute,” &c.
The sentence of the court was,
“That the prisoners should be ) ) )
transported beyond the seas for The Lord Chief Justice in
the respective terms of their delivering judgment said that it
natural lives.” The prisoners were | would of course depend upon
then removed from the bar. the decision upon the point of

law whether the punishment
which he should direct them to
undergo would be carried out. The prisoners had been found guilty, after fair
and impartial trials before intelligent juries, of the offence of having
feloniously incited one Edmond Loose, the captain of the ship Dryad,
wilfully to cast away that ship for the purpose of defrauding the underwriters.
He felt bound to say that he was perfectly satisfied with the verdicts which
the two juries had found in the respective cases of the two prisoners. In this
case there were circumstances of great aggravation, because the result of the
foul crime which had been committed might have been not only the loss of
property, but of life. The penalty applied by the law to this offence was no
longer capital. He rejoiced at that, but at the same time he felt that it was his
duty to visit the offence of the prisoners with a severe punishment. The
sentence of the court was, “That the prisoners should be transported beyond
the seas for the respective terms of their natural lives.”

The prisoners were then removed from the bar.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

David Sams
Transported for burglary

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.
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THE name of this hardened offender has been already before our readers,
and his case will show how unavailing are the most solemn warnings to the
mind naturally addicted to crime.

The first offence alleged against Sams was that of the robbery and murder
of an old pensioner named Bennett, at Tewen, near Hertford. For that crime
he was tried with two other young men named Roach and Fletcher at the
Herts Assizes, when, although there appeared to be very little moral doubt
that he had been the original concoctor of the scheme, and had actively
assisted in the perpetration of the horrible crime imputed to him, owing to a
failure of the necessary legal evidence as to his identity, he was acquitted, but
his two unhappy companions were convicted and subsequently executed.
Shortly after this period of imprisonment had expired, a young man named
Thomas Taylor, who had also been charged with being concerned in the
robbery and murder of the old man, was taken into custody, and upon his trial
Sams was admitted as witness for the Crown, and he then detailed all the
circumstances of the murder, and stated that it was committed by the two
men who were executed, Taylor, and himself, and that they divided the
money between them. Upon this evidence, and other corroborating
testimony, Taylor was convicted and
executed.

The convict heard the sentence with
the greatest coolness, and at its

0 hi disch h . conclusion nodded to one or two of
n 18 1scharge € was again his old companions in the body of the

thrown upon the world, and he once court, and walked away laughing
more ventured to the scene of his early from the bar.

life. Old recollections seem but to have

reproduced new acts of crime, and at length he was secured while in the very
act of breaking into a farmhouse at Ware. For this offence he was tried at the
Spring Quarter Sessions for the county of Hertford, held in March 1841, the
Marquis of Salisbury sitting as Chairman. The evidence was too clear to
admit of a doubt being entertained, and a verdict of Guilty was returned.

The Marquis of Salisbury, in passing sentence, observed that he never
knew an instance of so hardened a criminal as he appeared to be. He thought
he should be neglecting his duty to the public if he did not pass upon him the
severest sentence of the law; which was, that he be transported for the term of
his natural life. The convict heard the sentence with the greatest coolness,
and at its conclusion nodded to one or two of his old companions in the body
of the court, and walked away laughing from the bar.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

William Stevenson
Transported for larceny

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE charge preferred against this person, and of which he was found
guilty, was that of stealing from his employers, Messrs. Mercer and Co., of
the Maidstone Bank, a bag containing 5001. in gold. For this offence he was
tried at the Maidstone spring assizes, on the 17th of March 1841, before Lord
Denman, when the following remarkable facts were proved in evidence:—
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It seemed that in the month of October, 1839, Mr. Mercer wrote to his
London agents, Messrs. Masterman and Mercer had each a duplicate key, and
the box was then committed to the care of Wallis, one of the Maidstone
coachmen, to be conveyed to that place. The box was duly carried to
Maidstone, and the prisoner, who acted as porter at Mr. Mercer’s bank, was
sent to fetch it, and he brought the box to the bank about seven o’clock in the
evening, and it was taken from him by Mr. Mercer, jun., who unlocked it and
took out the bags of coin, and, without examining them, placed them in the
strong chest; but he observed that at this time there were only six bags,
namely, one large one, which he supposed contained the fifteen hundred
pounds in gold, and the five bags of silver. The next morning, upon the
money being examined, it was found to be five hundred pounds short of the
proper quantity of gold, and on a communication being made to Messrs.
Masterman, the loss of the second bag of
gold was discovered.

His lordship then ordered him
to be transported for fourteen
years.

Lord Denman then summed up the
evidence, and went through the whole of it in
the most careful and impartial manner, and concluded by leaving the case in
the hands of the jury, who, after a short deliberation, returned a verdict of
“Guilty.”

The learned judge, addressing the prisoner, said that no person who had
heard the evidence adduced could doubt, for a moment, that he was guilty of
the offence imputed to him. It was a very serious one, and he felt himself
called upon to pass a severe sentence. His lordship then ordered him to be
transported for fourteen years.
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THE CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
OF NEWGATE

James Inglett
Convicted of manslaughter

Period Newgate illustration of a similar incident.

THE case of this unfortunate person excited considerable interest in the
vicinity of the place where it occurred, as well on account of the peculiar
circumstances by which it was surrounded, as of the great age and high
respectability of character of the accused. Inglett at the time of his trial had
attained the age of ninety-four years; he was indicted at the Huntingdon
assizes on the 19th of March 1841, for feloniously killing and slaying one
Elizabeth Harlett, by administering to her a quantity of arsenic.

The very venerable person who stood charged with this offence had for
many years carried on the business of farmer and “cow-leech,” and in the
latter character was in the habit of administering medicines to various kinds
of cattle. His great age and his long acquaintance with the healing art had
caused him to be regarded with much respect among the simple people of his
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neighbourhood, where his character had
been unexceptionable. No suspicion was |  His respectful demeanour, silvery

A . . hair, and mild countenance, secured
then entertained of her having died any | for him considerable compassion in
other than a natural death, and in due time | ¢ourt, which was strongly increased

. by the sorrow depicted in his
she was buried. When she had been ten | countenance for the deed, of which
days in the earth, however, various | he had been so unwittingly guilty,

. and his known reputation for

rumours got abroad respecting the cause amiability of disposition.
of her death; and the county coroner
directed the body to be exhumed, and a jury to be summoned. Two surgeons
examined the disinterred body, and found it in a generally healthy state, the
organs being sound and free from disease, but the stomach and bowels were
much inflamed; and the jury returned a verdict that she had died from the
incautious and improper administering by the prisoner of “a certain noxious,
inflammatory, and dangerous thing to the jurors unknown;” and the old man

was committed to prison for manslaughter.
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THEMATIC GUIDE TO VOLUME 11

The cases in this volume cover the years 18161841, a period in which the
older penal order of the scaffold, transportation and exemplary punishment
remained powerful while policing, imprisonment, medical evidence and more
regularized criminal procedure assumed increasing importance. The guide below
is selective rather than exhaustive. It is intended to help readers follow recurring
problems across cases that were originally presented as separate narratives.

1. The Scaffold, Capital Punishment and the Decline of the Bloody
Code

Execution remains one of the central institutions of Volume II. The cases
show hanging not merely as a legal sentence but as a public ceremony involving
judges, clergy, executioners, crowds, the press and the condemned. Robert
Johnston’s troubled Edinburgh execution, the executions following the Cato
Street conspiracy, William Corder, the body-selling murders of Bishop and
Williams, and numerous murder and forgery cases permit comparison of the
offences for which death was imposed, the language used to justify it, the
behaviour of crowds, and the growing use of reprieve and commutation. Read
together, they show contraction rather than sudden abolition of capital
punishment.

2. Transportation, Empire and Colonial Punishment

Transportation repeatedly appears as both punishment and alternative to
death. Sentences of transportation link English and Irish courtrooms to the
expanding penal colonies of Australia. Alexander Pearce’s case exposes the
extremity of convict life, while other transported offenders illustrate the routine
administrative use of banishment. The prosecution arising from the killing of
Aboriginal people also places criminal law within a colonial setting in which
settlers, convicts, officials and Indigenous peoples did not encounter the law on
equal terms. These cases should be read against the larger history of convict
transportation and British imperial government.

3. Political Crime, Treason, Riot and Popular Protest

The political cases form one of the strongest continuities in the volume: Spa
Fields, Jeremiah Brandreth and the Pentrich rising, Arthur Thistlewood and Cato
Street, Peterloo and its aftermath, the Reform and Bristol riots, the Calthorpe
Street confrontation, James Rayner Stephens, Chartist agitation, and the Newport
rising associated with John Frost. They reveal the unstable boundary between
political dissent and criminality. Treason, sedition, conspiracy, riot and public-
order law became instruments through which the state confronted movements
whose demands ranged from reformist to insurrectionary.
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4. Policing, Informers and the Changing Detection of Crime

The opening cases involving Thomas Brock, John Pelham and Michael
Power, and the later proceedings against George Vaughan and his associates,
expose the corrupting possibilities of reward-driven detection and parliamentary
“blood money.” Elsewhere the reader encounters Bow Street officers, constables,
accomplices turned King’s evidence, confessions and increasingly organized
investigation. Across the period covered by the volume these older practices
coexist with the emergence of the Metropolitan Police and a more
institutionalized conception of detection as a public responsibility.

5. Evidence, Medicine, the Body and Criminal Responsibility

Many of the murder cases turn upon material traces long before the
development of modern forensic science: wounds, blood, clothing, weapons,
stolen property, handwriting, post-mortem examination and the reconstruction of
movements. William Corder’s murder of Maria Marten and the Bishop and
Williams case are especially useful for studying the growing authority of medical
and circumstantial evidence. The body-selling murders also connect criminal
justice to anatomy and the demand for cadavers. Edward Oxford’s trial for firing
at Queen Victoria, ending in acquittal on the ground of insanity, shows the law
struggling with the relation between an unlawful act, mental condition and
criminal responsibility.

6. Women, Sexual Violence, Marriage and Domestic Power

Cases involving women often reveal assumptions about sexuality,
respectability, property, marriage and dependency as clearly as they reveal
criminal conduct. Abraham Thornton and the death of Mary Ashford, Samuel
Dick’s abduction and sexual assault of Elizabeth Crockatt, the Wakefield
abduction of Ellen Turner, the attack on Charlotte Smith, and other domestic and
sexual offences allow the reader to examine both women’s vulnerability and their
agency within a legal culture whose categories and moral vocabulary differ
sharply from those of the present.

7. Class, Status and Unequal Encounters with Justice

The defendants and victims range from labourers, servants, sailors and the
urban poor to prosperous householders and members of the aristocracy. The trial
of the Earl of Cardigan before the House of Lords makes social rank visible in
the very forum of trial. At the other end of the hierarchy, many poor defendants
depended upon institutions, witnesses and procedures over which they had little
control. The volume therefore invites attention not only to whether law was
formally applied, but to the social resources available to those who encountered
1t.

8. Punishment as Spectacle, Narrative and Public Information

Pelham’s narratives belong to the same culture of crime publicity that they
describe. Executions, trials, confessions, riots and notorious murders became
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public events through crowds, newspapers, broadsides and illustrated crime
literature. The scaffold was therefore both a punishment and a medium of
communication. Volume II captures a transitional moment in which spectators
still travelled to executions while print increasingly carried the spectacle to
readers elsewhere. The cases can be read not only for what happened, but for the
way crime and punishment were turned into stories.

9. Reform, Mercy and the Transformation of Punishment

Reprieves, commutations and statutory changes recur throughout the volume.
The abolition of wager of battle after the Thornton case, changes to capital
statutes, the substitution of transportation for death in offences such as letter-
stealing, the ending of hanging in chains, and the increasing use of imprisonment
demonstrate that penal reform was cumulative and uneven. The cases caution
against a simple humanitarian narrative: older punishments receded while other
coercive institutions—prisons, police and colonial transportation—expanded.
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