
ISSUEISSUE

DIAMONDS, DIAMONDS, 
ENGAGEMENT  ENGAGEMENT  

RINGS, RINGS, 
WEDDINGWEDDING

BANDS,BANDS,  
REAL WEDDINGS, REAL WEDDINGS, 

WEDDINGWEDDING
DECOR DECOR 

FASHION



,

,

,

,



Je
an

-L
ou

is
 S

ab
aj

i J
ea

n-
Lo

ui
sS

ab
aj

i.c
om



©2022 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C.

Allow us to create the celebration of a lifetime at our tropical island oasis.
To begin planning, please contact Veronica Majano at 305.365.4212 or 
via email at Veronica.Majano@ritzcarlton.com.

For additional information, visit ritzcarlton.com/keybiscayne

LET
US

STAY
WITH
YOU

Memories create a journey you can always return to.
 ®.
Memories create a journey you can always return to.
 



©2022 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C.

Allow us to create the celebration of a lifetime at our tropical island oasis.
To begin planning, please contact Veronica Majano at 305.365.4212 or 
via email at Veronica.Majano@ritzcarlton.com.

For additional information, visit ritzcarlton.com/keybiscayne

LET
US

STAY
WITH
YOU

Memories create a journey you can always return to.
 ®.
Memories create a journey you can always return to.
 



> cover:
Dress Designer: Jean-Louis Sabaji   

Editor-in-Chief: Grace Ormonde

Publisher/Executive Editor: Yanni Tzoumas

Art Director: Miner Grillo Fernández 

Managing Editor: Lauren Malamala
Editor/Special Projects: Paula DaCosta  
Features Editor: Liz Lecomte 
Travel Editors: Maneli Wilson, Veronica Bonazza, Paula Goins
Editorial Assistants: Nancy Old, Lynda Terhune

Contributing Writers: Lauren Malamala, Veronica Bonazza, Paula Goins,  
Contributing Photographers: Josh Wong, Kellie Walsh / 4Eyes Photography, Ray Santana, Cristiano 
Ostinelli Studio 
 
Contributing Cinematographers: 4 Eyes Photography, Josh Wong, Ray Santana 

Integrated Marketing Directors: Paula DaCosta, Deborah Russell, Carolyn Carver

Accounting: Cynthia Booth  
 
 

Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™ 2022  
©2022 Elegant Publishing, Inc.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without  
the specific written permission of Elegant Publishing, Inc.

Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™  

Recipient Premier Print Awards Spring/Summer 2018  
Recipient of the North America Gold 2002 and North America Silver 2003 SAPPI  
Printer of the Year Award for Best Print Quality in Soft Cover Category 
Winner of the 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2007 Gutenberg Printing   
Award for North America in the Magazine Soft Cover Category 
Winner of the 2001 American Graphic Design Award   
Sponsored by Graphic Design: USA 

Published by
Elegant Publishing, Inc.
PO BOX 89 Barrington, RI 02806  
T: 401.245.9726
Contact@WeddingStyleMagazine.com 

WeddingStyleMagazine.com
Instagram: @wedding_style
Facebook: Facebook.com/WeddingStyle
Twitter: @wedding_style
Pinterest: Pinterest.com/GoWeddingStyle 
Vimeo: vimeo.com/weddingstylemagazine
YouTube: graceormonde

Editorial Submissions: WeddingStyleMagazine.com/Submissions

Thank you to the professionals who took time to respond to our questions and shared their expertise. 
The opinions expressed by the professionals interviewed are their own.  Other professionals in the same 
field may express differing views. The obligation of Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™ ends at bringing 
you the opinions of well-recognized experts and allowing you to make your own judgments.  While every 
effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information in Grace Ormonde Wedding Style™, no 
responsibility can be accepted for the quality of goods and services supplied by advertisers or printers 
errors.  All advertisements are accepted and published on the representation that advertiser is properly 
authorized to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof.  All editorial images not specifically 
credited to a photographer are courtesy of the respective company and used with their permission.

WEDDING
STYLE
YOUR LUXURY RESOURCE FOR WEDDING DESTINATIONS, 
FASHION, JEWELRY, TRAVEL & LIFESTYLE

™

D
re

ss
, C

oa
t 

an
d 

H
at

: A
sh

i S
tu

d
io

 

G
ow

n 
an

d 
H

at
: R

al
p

h
 &

 R
u

ss
o 

G
al

ia
 L

ah
av

 ga
lia

la
ha

v.
co

m



SILO

milamoursi.com

Mila_Morsi_SS_2019.indd   11 12/12/18   5:09 PM



Grace Ormonde
Editor-in-Chief

 
As a lover of art, I found myself in one of the most romantic cities in the world 

this past summer—Venice. With so many couples taking that romantic gon-
dola ride through the picturesque canals, I realized the manifestation of love 

and how it always finds ways to reveal and express itself.
Similarly, our fall issue is full of love for fashion with amazing designers 

and their incredible wedding gown creations. Where do they find the inspira-
tion to create new looks for their collections every season? Within each de-

signer, there must be something innate that drives their love for fashion and 
sparks their passion for dressing women and men around the world. 
I have a love and passion myself for creating and curating luxury content 

for our readers. After all, a woman’s love for diamonds and fashion is an 
affair that will last forever. 
In this issue we have curated incredible engagement rings and wedding 

bands, unique gifts for brides to be bestowed the day of the wedding, dis-
tinctive pieces for him, in addition to ideas and inspirtion for all aspects of 

the planning process especially wedding decor.
This is one of the most exciting times in your life as you celebrate and begin 

your next chapter. Choose the perfect location or wedding destination, the 
invitations, outfits for your wedding weekend, your attire for the ceremony 

and reception, bridesmaids’ gifts and think of what you want to express in 
that letter you will have hand delivered to him the morning of your wedding. 
Hire the best wedding planner and event designer who will understand 

and interpret your personal style and select a photographer who will artfully 
capture your love story.

Mark the beginning of your new journey by giving your family and friends 
an experience they will never forget. And, most importantly, have fun.

 In the past 2 years with the pandemic and with all that has happened 
around the world, one thing is certain—“Love never goes out of style.”

Sincerely,

GRACE
ORMONDE
IN THIS ISSUE

LOVE
& MORE



DREAM WATERFRONT LOCATION

�is resort o�ers casual luxury in a serene natural setting overlooking 
the Sea of Cortez, with venues for both breezy ceremonies and grand 

occasions, delectable custom menus, and craft cocktails from the 
in-house team of experts.
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the world’s finest bridal accessories
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An icon of timeless elegance, The Boca Raton has hosted South Florida’s most beautiful weddings 

for generations. Now, this historic resort and private club has been totally reimagined. 

Celebrate your special day amid 200 waterfront acres of natural beauty and storybook architecture, 

with extraordinary dining, award-winning fl oral and event design, and the Atlantic Ocean 

as your backdrop. Dreams come true at The Boca Raton.

Your Perfect
Wedding Day

T H E B O C A R AT O N . C O M   |   ( 8 3 3 )  9 1 2 - 1 3 4 4



1 Kwiat Radiant-Cut Diamond Ring with  

Baguette Side Stones. kwiat.com 
2 Kwiat Asscher-Cut Ring in Four Prong Setting. 

kwiat.com 
3 Kwiat Emerald Ring with Diamond Baguettes. 
kwiat.com 
4 Kwiat Emerald-Cut Ring with Tapered          
Baguette Stones. kwiat.com  
5 Lugano Diamonds Fusion Cut Pink 
Diamond Ring set in 18K White and Rose gold.                   
luganodiamonds.com

THE 
BEST 

1

2

5

22

> engagement rings:

3

4RINGS   
ENGAGEMENT

2023
5
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Kwiat Oval Diamond  
Ring set in Platinum.  
kwiat.comph
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1 De Beers DB Classic Pear-Shaped Exceptional 
Solitaire. debeers.com 
2 De Beers DB Classic Cushion-Cut Diamond  
Ring. debeers.com 
3 De Beers Aura Fancy Color Oval-Shaped Ring. 
debeers.com 
4 De Beers Old Bond Street Emerald-Cut  
Diamond. debeers.com 



1

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 K
el

lie
 W

al
sh

, 4
 E

ye
s 

P
h

ot
og

ra
p

hy
   

3

1 Tiffany & Co. Engagement Rings with  
Round Diamonds set in Platinum. tiffany.com  
2 Tiffany & Co. Men’s Engagement Ring in  
Black Titanium with Emerald-cut Diamond.              
tiffany.com 
3 Tiffany & Co. Men’s Engagement Ring  
in Platinum with a Round Brilliant Diamond.  
tiffany.com
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4

1 Jean Dousset Oui Chloe Oval Solitaire Ring.               
jeandousset.com 
2  Jean Dousset Halle Three-Stone Emerald                
Engagement Ring. jeandousset.com 
3 Jean Dousset Chelsea Solitaire Pear-Shaped          
Engagement Ring. jeandousset.com 
4 Jean Dousset Oui Chloe Round Solitaire Ring.           
jeandousset.com

21



1

2

1 Harry Winston Pear-Shaped Ring with Tapered 
Baguette Side Stones. harrywinston.com 
2 Harry Winston Tryst Emerald-Cut Diamond 
Engagement Ring. harrywinston.com

22
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Allow us to create the celebration of a lifetime. To begin planning, 
please contact Amanda McNeely, Senior Catering Sales Manager 
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THE TOP
WEDDING
DESTINATIONS
2023
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Photography:
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Your love story begins here in Kapalua. 

Say “I do” as the sun slips into the ocean and the waves crash against the shore. 
From breathtaking ceremonies on an oceanfront lawn to elegant ballroom 
receptions, The Ritz-Carlton Maui, Kapalua creates weddings that capture the 
magic and distinction of Maui itself. In the Aloha spirit - love for the land, love for 
family, love for each other - we invite you to make your dream come to life.
ritzcarlton.com/kapalua

©2022 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C
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> bridal fashion:

THE BEST 
WEDDING DRESSES2023 
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DIAMONDS
GIFTS  
FOR THE  
BRIDE

2

1 Dior Small Rose Pré Catelan Ring. dior.com  
2 De Beers Portraits of Nature Butterfly Earrings 
in White Gold. debeers.com 
3 De Beers Portraits of Nature Butterfly Fancy 
Pink Earrings. debeers.com 
4 Graff Duet Arrow Wraparound Diamond 
Bangle in White Gold. graff.com 
5 Graff Duet Pavé Diamond Bangle in White 
Gold. graff.com 

1

2

3

4

5

80
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EDITORIAL 

EDITORIAL 

1

1 Chopard Diamond Bracelet. chopard.com  
2 Graff Icon Heart Shaped Diamond Stud  
Earrings. graff.com 
3 Graff Icon Heart Shaped Diamond Pendant. 
graff.com 
4 Beyoncé for Tiffany & Co. Bangle in Yellow 
and White Gold with Half Pavé Diamonds.  
tiffany.com

2 3

4
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2 3

5

4

1 Chopard L’Heure du Diamant Diamond    
Pendant. chopard.com  
2 Chopard Happy Diamonds Joaillerie Watch.  
chopard.com 
3 Chopard Happy Diamonds Icons Diamond 
Pendant. chopard.com 
4 & 5 Chopard My Happy Hearts Single Earring 
with Diamonds. chopard.com 
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1

3

2

4

1 De Beers Diamond Necklace. debeers.com  
2 De Beers Diamond Earrings. debeers.com 
3 Graff Pavé Butterfly Diamond Collection 
Headband. graff.com 
4 Graff Threads Diamond Collection Headband. 
graff.com
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> men’s wedding bands:

 GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE

1

2

5

MEN 'S
WEDDING
BANDS

TOP 10

2023
1 Bulgari FEDI in Platinum. bulgari.com  
2 Bulgari B.ZERO1 in White Gold. bulgari.com
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1 Cartier LOVE Wedding Band in 18K Yellow 
Gold. cartier.com  
2 Tiffany & Co. Classic Wedding Band in 18k 
Gold. tiffany.com 
3 De Beers The Promise Band in White Gold. 
debeers.com

1

2

3



1 Tiffany & Co. T True 8mm Ring in 18k Gold.
tiffany.com  
2 Tiffany & Co. T Narrow Ring in 18k White Gold.          
tiffany.com 
3 Tiffany & Co. T True Wide Ring in 18k Gold. 
tiffany.com 
4 Tiffany & Co. Band Ring in Platinum with       
Diamonds. tiffany.com

4

3

2

1
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1

1 Harry Winston HW Logo Rose Gold, Yellow 
Gold and White Gold Single Diamond Rings. 
harrywinston.com  
2 Harry Winston Baguette-Cut Vertical Single 
Diamond Wedding Band. harrywinston.com

 GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE
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1

2

1 Boucheron Quatre Classique and Quatre 
Black Edition Wedding Bands in White and Pink 
Gold. boucheron.com  
2 Graff D Shape Wedding Platimum Band.  
graff.com
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HER
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> editor’s picks:

1 Camilla Gabrieli Black Slingback Pump.                 
camillagabrieli.com

2 Camilla Gabrieli Bella Satin Dusty Blue Pump. 
camillagabrieli.com  
3 Femmes Sans Peur Dakota. femmessanspeur.com 
4 Tiffany & Co. HardWear Link Earrings. tiffany.com

5 Camilla Gabrieli Vittoria White Patent Leather Blue 
Crystal Pump. camillagabrieli.com

1
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1

1 Giuseppe Zanotti Tarifa Peep-Toe Sandals. 
giuseppezanotti.com  
2 Chopard Happy Diamonds Icons Watch.       
chopard.com 
3 Femmes Sans Peur Aurora Sandals.      
femmessanspeur.com 
4 Gucci Le Marche Des Merveilles Onyx Tiger 
Head Drop Earrings. gucci.com 
5 MME.MINK Mrs. Louisburg Leopard Tote. 
mmemink.com 
6 Gucci G-Timeless 38mm Watch. gucci.com 
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> EVENINGWEAR 

BY
JEAN-LOUIS 
SABAJI

  JeanlouisSabaji.com
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Since 1928, Ponte Vedra Beach Resorts have played host to an endless anthology of 
storybook weddings. With an unparalleled array of oceanfront wedding venues, sumptuous cuisine, 

exemplary service, luxury accommodations and the widest white-sand beach in North Florida,
 there’s no better place to write your opening chapter.

PonteVedra.com   904.273.7730 

T WO CL A SSIC RESORTS.

ONE STEP FROM THE BEACH.

A marriage made in heaven 
deserves a setting equal to the occasion.



Since 1928, Ponte Vedra Beach Resorts have played host to an endless anthology of 
storybook weddings. With an unparalleled array of oceanfront wedding venues, sumptuous cuisine, 

exemplary service, luxury accommodations and the widest white-sand beach in North Florida,
 there’s no better place to write your opening chapter.

PonteVedra.com   904.273.7730 

T WO CL A SSIC RESORTS.

ONE STEP FROM THE BEACH.

A marriage made in heaven 
deserves a setting equal to the occasion.



ARUNA SETH & THOMAS ADOLFF
September 14, 2021. Lake Como, Italy

Muse Motion Pictures 
Photography:

“WE HAD A WHITE CEREMONY AND AN 
INDIAN CEREMONY, AS THEY WERE SUCH 
DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES TO SHARE.”
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ARUNA SETH & THOMAS ADOLFF
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Aruna Seth and Thomas Adolff instantly hit 
it off after being introduced through mutual 
friends over a decade ago. The conversation 
flowed naturally, and it seemed as if they’d 
known each other forever. Rather than div-
ing right into a relationship, however, several 
years passed before they crossed paths again 
– although Aruna and Thomas couldn’t stop 
thinking about each other throughout that 
time span. Finally, on Halloween, the two re-

kindled their connection and seamlessly picked 
up right where they left off. This eventually 
led to an engagement on a summer’s evening, 
when Thomas proposed with a gorgeous Rus-
sian blue kitten – who the couple named Lu-
cas – who had an engagement ring tied to his 
collar. 

“I initially started planning the wedding two 
years ago,” Aruna shares, “starting with a trip 
to India to stay with my family. I wanted to 



learn about Indian traditions and decide what 
aspects I wanted to include in my wedding, as 
most Indian weddings are up to a week-long! 
On my trip, I managed to find some beautiful, 
colorful scarves and bangles which we gave to 
all of our guests at the wedding in Lake Como.”

While in India, the bride-to-be was also in 
search of the perfect Indian bridal outfit. Aru-
na’s fashion adventure started when a stylist 
friend from Mumbai managed to connect her 
with her favorite Indian designer, Falguni.

“I had a dream bridal appointment, and 
we created a piece of couture art with special 
individual touches,” Aruna describes. “The 
bridal outfit design was adorned with intricate 
embroidery of fluttering butterflies combined 
with the threads from my mother’s wedding 
sari, perfectly embodying my brand to sym-
bolize the something old intertwining with the 
something new. The most important aspect for 
me was creating something sustainable, as we 
were up cycling my mother’s wedding outfit. I 
had a few beautiful dresses – 11, to be exact. It 
included a collection of designers from around 
the world. For my main white ceremony dress, 
I had my heart set on the famous Lebanese de-
signer Zuhair Murad. I wore a romantic, em-
bellished, layered tulle gown by Zuhair paired 
with a gorgeous, repurposed Chantilly floor-
length veil from my previous bridal archives.”
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During one of their trips to Italy, Aruna and 
Thomas came across the perfect wedding des-
tination. They happened to visit Lake Como 
and fell in love with the breathtaking Italian 
villas and scenery. Without a doubt, the couple 
knew they would be having a destination wed-
ding in Lake Como. 

After two years of wedding planning – not to 
mention, multiple postponements – the bride 
and groom were elated when their wedding 
week had finally arrived, and they couldn’t 
wait to welcome all of their family and friends 
who had waited so long to celebrate together. 

“I remember feeling extremely grateful that 
it was actually happening, and I was surround-
ed by all the people that we loved,” Aruna re-
calls. “We had a white ceremony and an Indian 

ceremony, as they were such different experi-
ences to share with our family and friends. The 
white ceremony was an elegant black-tie affair; 
and for the Indian wedding, everyone made 
such an effort and looked amazing in their 
colorful vibrant sarees and kurtas. We had a 
beautiful Italian vegan meal; my husband and 
I both eat sustainably and vegan, so this was 
very important to us. We had amazing enter-
tainment courtesy of Black Rabbit Projects. 
They organized exciting and vibrant entertain-
ment for all of our wedding events. One of our 
particular favorites was a brilliant magician 
preforming at our white wedding, and Aaron 
the wedding illustrator who painted over 37 of 
our guests and presented each of them with a 
special portrait of themselves at the end of the 
evening. My husband Thomas and I made a 
toast thanking all of our family and friends for 
being able to attend our wedding in these un-
certain times. My father and brother also gave 
speeches which were heartfelt and touching.”

Aruna and Thomas’ destination wedding 
week in Lake Como proved to be an unfor-
gettable experience that they will always cher-
ish. To follow up their incredible wedding, the 
newlyweds planned a romantic honeymoon 
trip to the Maldives at Christmas.
> Written by Lauren Malamala
For more feature weddings and resources visit
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Location: Villa Erba Lake Como, Italy; Wedding Planner: Savvy Event Studio Lake 
Como, Italy; Floral Design: Vincenzo Dascanio Lake Como, Italy; Ceremony Dress 
Designer: Zuhair Murad & Falguni Shane Peacock India; Reception Dress Designer: 
Rani Zakhem Couture; Groom’s Attire Designer: Zegna Official; Cake: Sugarcups 
Cake Design Tuscany, Italy; Entertainment: Black Rabbit Projects London; Hair and 
Makeup: Fabio Sarra London; Photography: Muse Motion Pictures London
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Stephen Salazar
Photography:

“THEY HAVE SUCH A BEAUTIFUL 
ENERGY WITH ONE ANOTHER.”

ARIANNA SWAFFORD & RICHARD ROBINOV
July 18, 2021. Las Vegas, Nevada
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Arianna Swafford and Richard Robinov’s 
wedding story began with a destination 
engagement in Amsterdam, when Richard 
proposed during a progressive dinner aboard 
a beautiful private canal boat. Afterwards, the 
couple enlisted the help of Andrea Eppolito 
– the top wedding planner in Las Vegas – to 
orchestrate the wedding planning process.  

“I immediately fell in love with Arianna 
and Richard from the first moment we met,” 
Andrea recalls. “They have such a beautiful 
energy with one another. The groom is so 
funny and quick witted, and the bride just 
looks at him with such adoration. The bride 

is in fashion and has a stunning eye for detail, 
and together they have built such a beautiful 
life. When it came to the wedding, they were 
deeply committed to the idea of being trans-
formative in their space, and they wanted to 
really treat their guests to an extraordinary 
evening of food, wine, and service.” 

Arianna knew she wanted to have a luxe 
wedding with a fairytale vibe and came up 
with the idea of a modern “Beauty and the 
Beast” theme. Andrea lent her expertise by tak-
ing that concept and interpreting it in a clean 
and less literal way in terms of the color pal-
ette. A combination of white and ivory allowed 
them to play with textures, and gold accents 
added warmth to the space along with ample 
candlelight, creating a sense of romance.

Even before the pandemic, the couple had 
their hearts set on an intimate Las Vegas wed-
ding. They wanted every guest to feel incredi-
bly special, knowing they had been personally 
invited because they were part of the couple’s 
past, present, and future. From the food and 

160







163



164





wine, to the entertainment, their guests were 
to have the absolute best of everything. They 
especially worked closely with the chefs from 
Cut & Taste to design a menu that showcased 
their favorite foods. Specialty wines and cham-
pagne were brought in as well. 

“Every wedding that I design is incredibly 
unique, because I am telling the couple’s love 
story through my lens,” Andrea shares. “What 
was so wonderful about this opportunity is 
that Arianna and Richard live in Las Vegas, 
which allowed me to have a tremendous 
amount of access to them. We were able to 
spend so much time together, and I understood 
how they live and move through the world. I 

was able to take that information and use it 
as design inspiration. For example, Richard 
loves to send Arianna flowers for every reason 
and no reason. On their wedding day, it was 
only fitting that they both be surrounded 
by blooms. As a fashionista, Arianna cared 
deeply about what she wore. We were able 
to set up a stunning dressing room and put 
both of the gowns on their own forms for 
a photo shoot. The menus were beautifully 
designed geometric pieces, that echo a lot of 
the pieces that they have in their home. It was 
all wonderfully personal and everything we 
put into the space told you something about 
this couple specifically.”

The bride and groom’s modern “Beauty 
and the Beast” fairytale came to life exqui-
sitely, with a rose-covered staircase being 
Andrea’s favorite part of the décor. It was the 
first thing that guests saw when they entered 
the venue, which made a dramatic statement 
and set the tone for the rest of the evening. 
The roses were romantic and timeless, but 
the entire staircase design was so over-the-top 
that it perfectly reflected the love between the 
bride and groom. 

“Listening to and watching your couple is 
the best thing you can do in order to design a 
wedding that feels like them,” Andrea adds. 
“And working in a nontraditional space 
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inspired me to look at the architecture of a 
room in a new and dynamic way.”

There was another special moment right 
before the bride and groom’s first look, that 
Andrea will never forget; and it’s a wonder-
ful example of how the chemistry between a 
couple and their wedding planner makes all 
the difference in how a wedding unfolds.

“After over two years of working together, 
Arianna was not just a client, but a friend,” 
says Andrea. “The one thing she couldn’t 
quite figure out, were the earrings she wanted 

Planniner & Design: Andrea Eppolito Events Las Vegas, 
NV, www.andreaeppolito.com; Floral Design: Javier 
Valentino Las Vegas, NV; Ceremony Dress: Galia Lahav; 
Reception Dress: Ines Di Santo; Photography: Stephen 
Salazar Las Vegas, NV

to wear down the aisle. Right before she did 
her first look, I presented her with the ear-
rings I wore on my own wedding day. They 
were her something borrowed, and I just 
loved that she was able to carry the energy 
of a happy marriage down the aisle with her. 
And I’m very glad that they were not lost!”
> Written by Lauren Malamala
For more feature weddings and resources visit
WeddingStyleMagazine.com



www.bearlakeheaven.com/weddings   |   inquiries call 773.383.6000

bear lake
HEAVEN
Celebrate Surrounded by 
Natural Beauty

Say “I Do” amidst breathtaking majestic 
mountains, lush forests, crystal-clear waters 
and a meticulously curated 80-acre estate 
overlooking Bear Lake, one of the most 
beautiful lake-front wedding venues in the 
southeast.

photo by mollinerphotography.com
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KRISTINA KHACHUNTS & SERGE KARAPETYAN
October 30, 2021. Hollywood, California

Kris Kan Photography
Photography:

“I FELT BUTTERFLIES IN MY  
STOMACH AS MY HUSBAND TURNED 
AROUND AND SAW ME FOR THE FIRST 
TIME THAT DAY.”172



KRISTINA KHACHUNTS & SERGE KARAPETYAN
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Kristina Khachunts was working at a bank 
when she first laid eyes on Serge Karapetyan. 
She was standing outside and noticed Serge 
looking at her with a sideways glance as he 
parked his car. Serge proceeded to go inside 
the bank, complete his transaction, and 
promptly left.

“I remember thinking, ‘First off, who is 
this guy; and second, why is he so full of 
himself?’’ Kristina recalls. “In reality, I was 
drawn to that. He later found me on Insta-
gram and reached out a few times, but I did 
not respond. Then, one day, I was walking 
to my car from my new job. I looked up and 
saw him again, walking right past. I thought 
to myself, ‘What a coincidence.’ I knew then 
that there would be something special with 
him. After months of him reaching out to me 
on Instagram, I decided to respond to him 
and give him a chance finally.”

179







182 It only took one date for Kristina to realize 
Serge was “the one.” A year and a half later, 
she found herself walking into the most beau-
tiful proposal that Serge had planned with 
the help of Los Angeles-based wedding plan-
ner, Mary Michelle. The engagement took 
place a Rosewood Miramar Hotel. Serge 
walked Kristina down to the sand, where 
she was met with 2,000 white roses in the 
shape of a heart, and a violinist standing in 
the middle. It was such a magical scene that 
Kristina remembers waking up the next day 
and scrolling through the pictures and videos, 
trying to let it all sink in and wrap her mind 
around the fact that it wasn’t just a dream. 

“Growing up, I knew there was only one 
style of wedding I wanted,” she shares, 
“which was a dreamy, all-white wedding. 
Something about walking into an all-white 
wedding made me feel like I was on a cloud. 
Thanks to my amazing planner, my vi-
sion was brought to life. The reception was 
magical, with all the draping and grand 
chandeliers making the space breathtaking. 
The mirrored tables and crystal candelabras 
made everything look like a fairy tale. I loved 
the sweetheart table with the cloud of baby’s 
breath above us.” 

One of Kristina’s favorite décor details was 
enjoyed at the start of the wedding day. The 
backdrop at the bridal house was made of 
red roses, which provided a statement piece 
that wowed everyone as they walked in. It set 
the perfect tone for the rest of the day.

“My husband says his favorite detail about 
our wedding had to be my dress,” Kristina 
adds. “Even now, he constantly compliments 
me about how I looked that day. I never 
knew what I wanted in a wedding dress. I 
knew I didn’t want anything too puffy and 
wanted a detachable overskirt. After visiting 
multiple bridal stores in Los Angeles, I was 
a little disappointed. There wasn’t a single 
dress that I tried on that I liked. Then, one 
day while scrolling on Instagram, I came 
across this dress, saying, ‘WOW.’ I immedi-
ately showed my sister and mom, and they 
both loved it. I told myself this would be my 
dress. The only problem was it was in silver. I 
reached out to the designer, Leah Da Gloria, 
located in Australia, and we did a virtual 
meeting. We discussed what I was looking for 
in the dress, and eight months later, the dress 
appeared at my doorstep. I tried the dress on, 
and I began to cry, it was perfect!”







185The entire wedding was a memorable 
experience, from start to finish. A standout 
moment for the Leah Da Gloria bride was 
during the first look, which also took place 
at the bridal house – the site of the stunning 
red rose backdrop.

“I felt butterflies in my stomach as my hus-
band turned around and saw me for the first 
time that day,” she describes. “He had tears 
in his eyes. Another memorable part was how 
much fun my husband and I had partying 
with our friends and family. Our first dance 
together, with the fog surrounding us, added 
to the cloud-like feel of the night. We were 
both very happy to have our closest people 
beside us on our special day.”

Kristina and Serge’s dream wedding experi-
ence continued on their honeymoon, when 
they traveled to the Maldives and Dubai, 
staying at the Waldorf Astoria at each loca-
tion. It was the most relaxing getaway, and 
an epic way to begin their new life together. 
> Written by Lauren Malamala
For more feature weddings and resources visit
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Planner: Mary Michelle Events Los Angeles, CA; 
marymichelle.com 
Photography: Kris Kan Photography Burbank, CA







189



WEDDING DECOR 
 GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE



WEDDING DECOR 

191

Location: The Lot Studio at Formosa West 
Hollywood, CA thelotatformosa.com; Design 
and Planner: Aliana Events Los Angeles, CA 

alianaevents.com; Floral Design: Celio’s Design 
Los Angeles, CA celiodesign.com; Rentals: 

Revelry Event Designers Los Angeles, CA  
revelryeventdesigners.com and MTB Event 
Rentals Glendale, CA mtbeventrentals.com; 

Lighting: The One Up Group West Hollywood, CA 
theoneupgroup.com; Photography: Anna Anikina 

Photography Los Angeles, CA 
Instagram: annaanikinaphotography



 GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE





194



A 112-foot-long table designed to resemble  
a glowing jewelry box featuring florals in varying 

shades of white and cream consisting of  
hydrangea, garden roses and dusty miller with  

layers of hanging crystals. 

Location: Private Estate Malibu, CA; Planner, 
Floral and Event Design: Colin Cowie Lifestyle 

New York, NY; Rentals: Town and Country Event 
Rentals Van Nuys, CA; Lighting: Images by Lighting 

Los Angeles, CA; Photography: Aaron Delesie 
Photographer Los Angeles, CA
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so green and lush,” Aliana describes. “Being 
that this was an engagement party, we wanted 
to stay away from using white, and therefore 
this style was perfect. This greenery-filled 
design created a fun lounge atmosphere, since 
it was not a sit-down dinner. The combination 
of the trees and giant lounges was amazing. 
But we also wanted to add the glam factor 
to our design, and that’s where the beauti-
ful large chandeliers we placed on the tables 
came in.”

With such a grand vision for the engage-
ment party, Aliana enjoyed collaborating with 

Aliana Events – was working at the helm as 
creative director. With a background as a 
fashion and beauty industry makeup artist 
(who also helped launch Giorgio Armani 
Beauty), Aliana has a unique perspective and 
set of experiences that allow her to effectively 
draw inspiration from runway shows and 
couture fashion. Pair that with her meticulous 
attention to detail, and it’s easy to see how 
she can execute such glamorous celebrations 
so perfectly.

“This design was inspired by Christian Dior’s 
Spring 2020 runway fashion show, which was 

When Aliana Events teams up for a collabora-
tion with Revelry Event Designers, the results 
are sure to be nothing less than awe-inspiring. 
Event décor is an ever-evolving world of 
its own, with new interpretations of clas-
sics always providing ample inspiration for 
today’s designers. Historically, the most lavish 
and over-the-top décor would be reserved for 
grand weddings and balls; but today, even an 
engagement party can be turned into an ultra-
luxe celebration.

For this particular “green party,” Aliana 
Rubins – CEO and Creative Director of 



this spread:  
Traditional floral spheres and floral bridges composed of 

hydrangea, roses, garden roses, snapdragons, lisianthus and 
phalaenopsis orchids are juxtapose against mixed metallic 

linens, mirrored tabletops, crystals and candles.

Location: The Breakers Palm Beach, FL; Planner: Carrie 
Zack Events Miami, FL; Floral and Event Design: Ed Libby & 
Company Events Inc. New York, NY; Linen: Nüage Designs 

Miami, FL; Chairs and Rentals: Atlas Event Rental Co.  
Palm Beach, FL; Lighting: Hy-Lite Productions, Inc.  

West Palm Beach, FL; Photography: Chris Joriann Photography 
Palm Beach, FL
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Revelry Event Designers, as they have a knack 
for bringing any idea to fruition. Founded 
by Edgardo Zamora, the Revelry team has 
an enviable list of past clients and credits 
that include the Academy Award Governor’s 
Ball, gala openings at the Staples Center, and 
countless celebrity weddings. 

As with any luxury event, the unfolding 
of this engagement party was not without its 
challenges.

“At first, it was hard to find a location 
that would accommodate what we wanted to 
bring to life with the design,” Aliana shares. 
“Many of the venues we had in mind were 
booked, and we couldn’t simply do this at a 
hotel venue. In the end, we found a lot with 
an empty space where we brought this forest 
to life.”

The enchanted forest aesthetic remains a 
favorite theme within the wedding and events 
world, as there’s an infinite number of ap-
proaches designers can take. From the choice 
of trees and greenery, to the lighting design, 
there are multiple moving parts and details 
that all serve to create the perfect ambiance.  

“I loved the chandeliers hanging above the 
dance floor that created a runway fashion 
show vibe,” says Aliana. “Also, the chande-
liers placed on the mirrored tables and their 
olive velvet chairs to pair. The tables were 
different – some with chandeliers, and others 
with green marble prints and massive moss 
bowl centerpieces.”

Lush and moody, this forested engagement 
party was the product of yet another success-
ful collab between Aliana and Revelry.
For more stories and resources visit 
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Jean-Louis Sabaji
Gown:
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