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ARTHUR FILS IGNITES BARCELONA 
AS NEW CLAY THREAT EMERGES

A� ¦he ¦~«� �hif¦� ¦~Àa�d� ¦he Ma�¦e�� 1000 e¿ew¦�, ¦he �«e�¦i~w i�w’¦ j«�¦ Àh~’� Àiwwiwg w~À—
b«¦ Àh~ caw ca��Â ¦ha¦ v~vew¦«v dee� iw¦~ ¦he E«�~�eaw cpaÂ �ea�~w.

Th�~«gh~«¦ ¦he 2020�, ���iwg ha� pa�gepÂ bep~wged ¦~ a favipia� epi¦e: Iga ŚÀią¦em, Ca�p~� Apca�aÉ, 
Jawwim Siwwe�, C~c~ Ga«ff, A�Âwa Sabapewma, awd N~¿am Dj~m~¿ic. TheÂ’¿e �e¦ ¦he �¦awda�d ac�~�� 
�«�face�, b«¦ e��eciappÂ ~w cpaÂ.

Ye¦ ¦hi� �a�¦ Àeemewd ¦~pd a diffe�ew¦ �¦~�Â.

Wi¦h ¦he gave’� bigge�¦ wave� ab�ew¦ f�~v ¦he 500-pe¿ep fiwap� iw S¦«¦¦ga�¦, Ba�cep~wa awd 
M«wich—Àhe¦he� ¦h�~«gh iwj«�Â, �ched«piwg ~� ea�pÂ eÁi¦�—¦he ��~¦pigh¦ �hif¦ed. Iw �¦e��ed 
A�¦h«� Fip�, Epewa RÂbamiwa awd Bew Shep¦~w, each �eiÉiwg ¦hei� v~vew¦ awd �¦amiwg a cpaiv 
ahead ~f Mad�id, R~ve, awd «p¦iva¦epÂ R~pawd Ga��~�.

Ba�cep~wa: Fip� ~¿e��~Àe�� R«bpe¿ iw �aÀ, �epew¦pe�� fiwap

 

 
F~� v«ch ~f ¦he c~w¦e�¦, i¦ Àa� Fip� dic¦a¦iwg ¦e�v�. The 21-Âea�-~pd F�ewchvaw �h~Àca�ed 
eÁ�p~�i¿e v~¿evew¦, �e�ea¦edpÂ �«wwiwg a�~«wd hi� bacmhawd ¦~ «wpea�h a ba��age ~f f~�ehawd�. 
C�«ciappÂ, he didw’¦ j«�¦ va¦ch R«bpe¿’� �ace—he added �ha�e awd ��iw, gi¿iwg hiv�epf va�giw 
Ài¦h~«¦ �ac�ificiwg ¿ew~v.

The w«vbe�� ¦~pd ¦he �¦~�Â: 20 f~�ehawd Àiwwe�� f�~v Fip�, j«�¦ eigh¦ f�~v R«bpe¿.

Af¦e�Àa�d�, e¿ew R«bpe¿ c~«pd ~wpÂ �hame hi� head iw advi�a¦i~w.
“The ÀaÂ Â~« a�e �paÂiwg i� �idic«p~«�,” he advi¦¦ed.

I¦’� a �¦�imiwg ¦«�wa�~«wd f~� Fip�, Àh~ ha� ba¦¦ped bacm i��«e� ea�pie� ¦hi� �ea�~w. Thi� va�m� hi� 
fi��¦ ¦i¦pe �iwce 2024, hi� ¦hi�d ~w cpaÂ, awd ~wce agaiw ��~¿e� hi� c~vf~�¦ a¦ ATP 500 pe¿ep. Ea�Â 
¦~ f~�ge¦, �e�ha��—b«¦ he’� �¦ipp ~wpÂ 21.

A�¦h«� Fip� d. Awd�eÂ R«bpe¿ 6–2, 7–6 (2)

“The�e c~ve� a ¦ive Àhew Â~« apv~�¦ feep �~��Â 
f~� ¦he bapp.”
 
Tha¦ piwe, depi¿e�ed vid-va¦ch, �«vved «� ¦he 
b�«¦api¦Â ~w di��paÂ iw Ba�cep~wa. Whew Fip� awd 
R«bpe¿ vee¦, �«b¦pe¦Â ¦ame� a bacm �ea¦. Wha¦ 
f~pp~À� i� a f«pp-¦h�~¦¦pe eÁchawge ~f �~Àe�, awd 
¦hi� fiwap depi¿e�ed eÁac¦pÂ ¦ha¦.
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Why Fils is built for clay

The�e’� a g�~Àiwg �ew�e ¦ha¦ Fip� ha� ¦he �hÂ�icap ¦~~pmi¦ ¦~ ¦�~«bpe e¿ew ¦he ¿e�Â be�¦ ~w ¦hi� 
�«�face. Hi� v~¿evew¦ i� epi¦e, hi� f~�ehawd i� b~¦h hea¿Â awd �ewe¦�a¦iwg, awd he ¦h�i¿e� iw 
eÁ¦ewded, high-iw¦ew�i¦Â �appie�.

Agaiw�¦ �paÂe�� pime Apca�aÉ awd Siwwe�—Àh~ devawd b~¦h a¦hpe¦ici�v awd �h~¦ ¦~pe�awce—Fip� 
d~e�w’¦ j«�¦ �«�¿i¿e, he c~v�e¦e� ~w e�«ap f~~¦iwg.

Add ¦~ ¦ha¦ hi� ¿i�ibpe fi�e. He’� eÁ��e��i¿e, ¿~cap, awd ¦h�i¿e� ~w big �¦age�. Awd Ài¦h R~pawd 
Ga��~� p~~viwg, ¦he ��~��ec¦ ~f a h~ve cav�aigw c~«pd epe¿a¦e hiv f«�¦he�.

Did Â~« mw~À? Fip� i� w~À a ¦h�ee-¦ive ATP 500 chav�i~w ~w cpaÂ—a �a�e fea¦ f~� �~ve~we hi� 
age, awd a �igw ~f h~À �«icmpÂ he’� de¿ep~�iwg iw¦~ a �e�i~«� c~w¦ewde�.

What could derail him

F~� app ¦he ��~vi�e, ¦he�e a�e Àa�wiwg �igw�.

 
Then there’s the mental side.

Iw Ba�cep~wa, he cave Ài¦hiw ¦~«chiwg di�¦awce ~f ¦he ¦i¦pe—¦Àice—awd fap¦e�ed b~¦h ¦ive�. 
Se�¿iwg f~� ¦he va¦ch a¦ 5–3, he «w�a¿epped Ài¦h ¦h�ee «wf~�ced e��~�� awd a d~«bpe fa«p¦. E¿ew 
af¦e� ea�wiwg v«p¦i�pe chav�i~w�hi� �~iw¦�, ¦ew�i~w c�e�¦ iw agaiw.

I¦’� w~¦ «w«�«ap f~� a Â~«wg �paÂe�. B«¦ i¦’� a de¦aip hi� f«¦«�e ~��~wew¦� Àipp w~¦e: Àhew ¦he 
fiwi�h piwe a��ea��, Fip� caw ¦igh¦ew.

The Takeaway

A�¦h«� Fip� ha� aww~«wced hiv�epf a� v~�e ¦haw a �i�iwg wave—he’� a gew«iwe cpaÂ-c~«�¦ f~�ce 
iw ¦he vamiwg. The Àea�~w� a�e ¦he�e, ¦he a¦hpe¦ici�v i� «wdewiabpe, awd ¦he bepief i� g�~Àiwg.

N~À c~ve� ¦he �eap ¦e�¦: �«�¦aiwiwg ¦ha¦ pe¿ep, vawagiwg hi� b~dÂ, awd pea�wiwg ¦~ cp~�e Àhew i¦ 
va¦¦e�� v~�¦.

If he caw d~ ¦ha¦, d~w’¦ be �«���i�ed ¦~ �ee hiv dee� iw¦~ ¦he b«�iwe�� ewd ~f ¦he cpaÂ �ea�~w—
�e�ha�� e¿ew Ài¦h Pa�i� a� ¦he �¦age f~� �~ve¦hiwg ��eciap.

PhÂ�icappÂ, Fip� �paÂ� a¦ vaÁiv«v iw¦ew�i¦Â—
e¿e�Â �~iw¦, e¿e�Â va¦ch. Tha¦ a���~ach Àiw� 
va¦che�, b«¦ i¦ ap�~ ca��ie� �i�m. La�¦ Âea� iw 
Pa�i�, he depi¿e�ed a ¦h�ippiwg fi¿e-�e¦ ¿ic¦~�Â… 
awd �aid f~� i¦ Ài¦h a bacm iwj«�Â ¦ha¦ 
di��«�¦ed ¦he �e�¦ ~f hi� �ea�~w.
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SINNER CONQUERS CLAY AND ALCARAZ, 
A MONTE CARLO MASTERCLASS
Jawwim Siwwe� didw’¦ j«�¦ defea¦ Ca�p~� Apca�aÉ iw 
M~w¦e Ca�p~—he ~«¦vaw~e«¿�ed hiv, ~«¦pa�¦ed 
hiv, awd, a¦ ¦ive�, ~«¦-¦h~«gh¦ b~¦h hi� �i¿ap awd 
¦he �Ài�piwg Medi¦e��aweaw Àiwd iw a fiwap ¦ha¦ fep¦ 
a� v«ch pime a che�� va¦ch a� a �h~~¦~«¦.

Whew i¦ va¦¦e�ed v~�¦, Siwwe�’� �e�¿e f~«wd i¦� 
va�m awd hi� f~�ehawd cave api¿e. Tha¦ c~vbiwa¦i~w 
��~¿ed deci�i¿e iw a ¦ac¦icap ¦«g ~f Àa� ¦ha¦ we¿e� 
�«i¦e �eached ¦he eÁ�p~�i¿e heigh¦� ~f ¦hei� Pa�i� 
e�ic pa�¦ Âea�—b«¦ ~ffe�ed iw¦�ig«e ~f a diffe�ew¦, 
v~�e ce�eb�ap miwd.

The �eÀa�d? Hi� fi��¦ vaj~� ¦i¦pe ~w cpaÂ—awd 
�e�ha�� v~�e iv�~�¦aw¦pÂ, hi� fi��¦ ¦�«e iwc«��i~w 
~w¦~ Apca�aÉ’� ¦e��i¦~�Â.

“I’m happy to win at least one big trophy on this surface,” Sinner 
said afterwards. “I haven’t done it before, so it means a lot to me.”

Did You Know?
 
Bef~�e M~w¦e Ca�p~, Siwwe� had we¿e� À~w a cpaÂ ¦i¦pe ab~¿e ATP 250 pe¿ep—de��i¦e ap�eadÂ 
b«ipdiwg a Happ ~f Fave-capib�e �é�«vé ~w fa�¦e� �«�face�.

Tha¦ c~w¦eÁ¦ vade hi� �eac¦i~w app ¦he v~�e ¦eppiwg. A� Apca�aÉ’� fiwap f~�ehawd d�if¦ed p~wg, 
Siwwe� �awm ¦~ ¦he cpaÂ—e�«ap �a�¦� �epief, j~Â, awd ¿apida¦i~w. M~w¦e Ca�p~ i�w’¦ j«�¦ aw~¦he� 
�¦~� ~w ¦~«�; i¦’� hi� ad~�¦ed h~ve. I¦’� ap�~ ¦he �i¦e ~f «wfiwi�hed b«�iwe��, af¦e� a d~�iwg 
�«��ew�i~w �«ped hiv ~«¦ ~f ¦he e¿ew¦ a Âea� ag~—aw ab�ewce ¦ha¦ c~w¦�ib«¦ed ¦~ hi� �pide 
behiwd Apca�aÉ iw ¦he �awmiwg�.

Now, the balance has shifted again.

“Thanks for pushing me to the limit,” Sinner told his team. “Trying 
to learn again how to play on this surface.”
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Awd pea�w he ha�. Q«icmpÂ.

Hi� M~w¦e Ca�p~ ¦�i«v�h �pace� hiv iw �a�e c~v�awÂ. A� Apca�aÉ hiv�epf �~iw¦ed ~«¦, Siwwe� 
bec~ve� j«�¦ ¦he �ec~wd �paÂe�—af¦e� N~¿am Dj~m~¿ic iw 2015—¦~ c~v�pe¦e ¦he S«w�hiwe D~«bpe 
iw Iwdiaw Wepp� awd Miavi, awd ¦hew ivvedia¦epÂ cpaiv ¦he M~w¦e Ca�p~ ¦i¦pe ~w cpaÂ.

Wha¦e¿e� pabep Â~« gi¿e ¦ha¦ fea¦, i¦ ��eam� ¿~p«ve�: ada�¦abipi¦Â, �e�ipiewce, awd a gave ¦ha¦ 
¦�a¿ep�.

B«¦ �e�ha�� ¦he v~�¦ c~v�eppiwg �¦~�Âpiwe i� Àha¦ ¦hi� ¿ic¦~�Â �e��e�ew¦� iw ¦he ��~�¦’� 
eve�giwg �i¿ap�Â.

Apca�aÉ ha� p~wg �«ped ~w cpaÂ, f~pp~Àiwg iw ¦he f~~¦�¦e�� ~f Rafaep Nadap. Epe¿ew ~f hi� 26 ¦i¦pe� 
ha¿e c~ve ~w ¦he �«�face, iwcp«diwg bacm-¦~-bacm R~pawd Ga��~� c�~Àw�. C~w¿e��epÂ, ¦he 
S�awia�d ha� vade hiv�epf v~�e ¦haw c~vf~�¦abpe ~w Siwwe�’� ��efe��ed ha�d c~«�¦�, defea¦iwg 
hiv �e¿ew ¦ive� ¦he�e.

M~w¦e Ca�p~, ¦hew, fep¦ pime a �hif¦—a c~«w¦e��«wch.

Awd i¦ Àa�w’¦ hawded ¦~ hiv.

Thi� Àa� a Àiw f~�ged ¦h�~«gh di�ci�piwe a� v«ch a� fi�e�~Àe�. The g«�¦iwg Àiwd added a ¦hi�d, 
«w��edic¦abpe epevew¦ ¦~ ¦he c~w¦e�¦, di��«�¦iwg �hÂ¦hv awd f~�ciwg b~¦h �paÂe�� iw¦~ v~�e 
ca«¦i~«� �a¦¦e�w�. The «�«ap high-~c¦awe eÁchawge� ga¿e ÀaÂ ¦~ �~ve¦hiwg v~�e vea�«�ed, 
e¿ew ¦ew¦a¦i¿e a¦ ¦ive�.

“T~daÂ’� Àiwd Àa� a pi¦¦pe bi¦ ¦�icmÂ beca«�e i¦ Àa�w’¦ iw j«�¦ ~we di�ec¦i~w,” 
Apca�aÉ advi¦¦ed. “I¦ Àa� ¦Ài�piwg a�~«wd. Owe �~iw¦ Â~« �paÂ Ài¦h ¦he Àiwd 
hep�iwg, ¦he weÁ¦ i¦’� ¦~¦appÂ ~��~�i¦e.”

Iw ¦h~�e c~wdi¦i~w�, Siwwe� ��~¿ed 
¦he �¦eadie� hawd. He vawaged ¦he 
cha~� be¦¦e�, ch~�e hi� v~vew¦� 
Ài�epÂ, awd �e�i�¦ed ¦he «�ge ¦~ 
~¿e�hi¦ Àhew �a¦iewce Àa� �e�«i�ed.

I¦ vaÂ w~¦ ha¿e beew ¦hei� v~�¦ 
��ec¦ac«pa� d«ep—b«¦ i¦ vigh¦ ha¿e 
beew ~we ~f ¦hei� v~�¦ �e¿eapiwg.

Beca«�e f~� ¦he fi��¦ ¦ive, Jawwim 
Siwwe� didw’¦ j«�¦ vee¦ Ca�p~� Apca�aÉ 
~w cpaÂ.

He bea¦ hiv a¦ hi� ~Àw gave.
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KOSTYUK MAKES HISTORY IN ROUEN 
WITH ALL-UKRAINIAN FINAL TRIUMPH

Ma�¦a K~�¦Â«m e¦ched he� wave iw¦~ ¦he hi�¦~�Â b~~m� iw R~«ew ~w S«wdaÂ, defea¦iwg fepp~À 
Um�aiwiaw Ve�~wima P~d�eÉ 6-3, 6-4 ¦~ pif¦ ¦he O�ew Ca�fiwawce� R~«ew Mé¦�~�~pe c�~Àw awd 
�eap ¦he �ec~wd WTA �iwgpe� ¦i¦pe ~f he� ca�ee�.

I¦ Àa� a pawdva�m ~cca�i~w bef~�e a bapp had e¿ew beew �¦�«cm. F~� ¦he fi��¦ ¦ive, ¦À~ Um�aiwiaw 
�paÂe�� faced each ~¦he� iw a WTA fiwap, g«a�aw¦eeiwg a b�eam¦h�~«gh v~vew¦ f~� ¦hei� 
wa¦i~w’� ¦ewwi�. Iw ¦he ewd, ¦~� �eed K~�¦Â«m ��~¿ed ¦~~ �¦�~wg, À�a��iwg «� ¿ic¦~�Â iw 1 h~«� 
awd 21 viw«¦e� ¦~ ewd a ¦i¦pe Àai¦ ~f v~�e ¦haw ¦h�ee Âea��.

D«�iwg ¦he ¦�~�hÂ ce�ev~wÂ, K~�¦Â«m vade i¦ cpea� ¦ha¦ ¦he ~cca�i~w veaw¦ fa� v~�e ¦haw 
�ip¿e�Àa�e.

“Thi� va¦ch ¦~daÂ Àa� w~¦ j«�¦ a va¦ch,” �he �aid. “I¦ Àa� a hi�¦~�icap v~vew¦ f~� Um�aiwiaw 
¦ewwi�. Fi��¦ ¦ive ¦À~ Um�aiwiaw� �paÂiwg iw ¦he fiwap. I mw~À h~À v«ch À~�m, �ac�ifice, ¦ea�� 
awd �Àea¦ g~e� iw¦~ ¦hi� ��~�¦ awd ¦~ be abpe ¦~ be ~w ¦hi� �¦age. S~ I’v iwc�edibpÂ ��~«d ~f 
Um�aiwiaw ¦ewwi� �igh¦ w~À.”

She ap�~ �~iw¦ed ¦~ ¦he bigge� �ic¦«�e f~� ¦he ��~�¦ iw he� c~«w¦�Â, eÁ��e��iwg h~�e ¦ha¦ ¦he 
~cca�i~w À~«pd iw��i�e ¦he weÁ¦ gewe�a¦i~w ¦~ �icm «� a �acme¦.

The�e Àa� ev~¦i~w À�i¦¦ew app ~¿e� K~�¦Â«m’� 
face Àhew va¦ch �~iw¦ a��i¿ed. A� P~d�eÉ 
�«�hed ~we fiwap bapp Àide, ¦he �igwificawce ~f 
¦he v~vew¦ �eeved ¦~ hi¦ iw�¦aw¦pÂ. F~� 
K~�¦Â«m, i¦ Àa� ¦he f«pfipvew¦ ~f a d~viwaw¦ 
Àeem. F~� P~d�eÉ, de��i¦e ¦he defea¦, i¦ ca��ed 
a �«�e�b �«w f�~v ¦he 19-Âea�-~pd, Àh~ �eached 
he� fi��¦ WTA fiwap iw he� vaiw-d�aÀ ¦~«� deb«¦ 
af¦e� ba¦¦piwg ¦h�~«gh �«apifÂiwg.

The va¦ch i¦�epf depi¿e�ed eÁac¦pÂ ¦he miwd ~f 
¦Ài�¦� eÁ�ec¦ed f�~v ¦À~ �paÂe�� �idiwg 
c~wfidewce. P~d�eÉ, «wfaÉed bÂ ¦he ~cca�i~w, 
�¦�«cm fi��¦ Ài¦h aw ~�ewiwg-gave b�eam. 
K~�¦Â«m �«icmpÂ �e¦¦ped, �eepiwg ~ff ¦h�ee 
�¦�aigh¦ gave� ¦~ v~¿e 3-1 ahead, ~wpÂ f~� 
P~d�eÉ ¦~ �h~À he� �e�ipiewce bÂ b�eamiwg bacm 
awd pe¿eppiwg a¦ 3-3.
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F�~v ¦he�e, �he �h~Àed w~ �igw ~f we�¿e�. A 
b�ippiaw¦ �«wwiwg f~�ehawd Àiwwe� ea�wed va¦ch 
�~iw¦, awd v~vew¦� pa¦e� ¦he ¦i¦pe Àa� he��.

The ¿ic¦~�Â add� aw~¦he� divew�i~w ¦~ K~�¦Â«m’� 
g�~Àiwg �é�«vé. BÂ ca�¦«�iwg he� fi��¦ cpaÂ-c~«�¦ 
¦i¦pe, �he w~À b~a�¦� WTA-pe¿ep ¦i¦pe� ac�~�� app 
¦h�ee �«�face� Àhew �iwgpe� awd d~«bpe� a�e 
c~vbiwed. He� ¦À~ �iwgpe� c�~Àw� ha¿e c~ve ~w 
ha�d awd cpaÂ, Àhipe he� d~«bpe� ¦i¦pe� ha¿e beew 
À~w ~w ha�d c~«�¦� awd g�a��.

Tha¦ ¿e��a¦ipi¦Â ha� beew e¿idew¦ ¦h�~«gh~«¦ he� 
ca�ee�. She ha� ap�eadÂ fiwi�hed �«wwe�-«� ¦h�ee 
¦ive� a¦ WTA 500 pe¿ep, iwcp«diwg ea�pie� ¦hi� �ea�~w 
iw B�i�bawe agaiw�¦ A�Âwa Sabapewma, awd he� T~� 10 
Àiw� ha¿e c~ve ~w e¿e�Â �«�face a� Àepp.

Thi� pa¦e�¦ �«cce�� ap�~ «wde�piwe� ¦he pe¿ep K~�¦Â«m 
i� c«��ew¦pÂ ��~d«ciwg. She �¦�«cm 34 Àiwwe�� iw ¦he 
fiwap, c~vvi¦¦ed 23 «wf~�ced e��~�� awd b�~me 
P~d�eÉ’� �e�¿e �iÁ ¦ive�. The �eÀa�d i� �e¦ ¦~ be a 
cpivb ¦~ N~. 23 iw ¦he PIF WTA Siwgpe� Rawmiwg�, 
�«�hiwg he� e¿e� cp~�e� ¦~ a �e¦«�w ¦~ ¦he T~� 20.

F~� P~d�eÉ, ¦he�e Àa� di�a��~iw¦vew¦, b«¦ ap�~ 
c~wfi�va¦i~w ¦ha¦ a weÀ wave ha� a��i¿ed ~w ¦he 
bigge� �¦age. He� �«w ¦~ ¦he fiwap �h~«pd pif¦ he� ¦~ a 
ca�ee�-high N~. 147 iw ¦he À~�pd, ¦amiwg he� iw�ide 
¦he T~� 150 f~� ¦he fl��¦ ¦ive awd iw¦~ ¦he T~� 200 
a� Àepp. Reachiwg a WTA fiwap ~w deb«¦ i� w~ �vapp 
fea¦, awd i¦ �pace� he� ap~wg�ide a ¿e�Â �epec¦ �ecew¦ 
g�~«�.

She ap�~ pef¦ a fiwap iv��e��i~w af¦e� ¦he ¦ewwi� had 
ewded. Ha¿iwg ��ew¦ �e¿e�ap Âea�� pi¿iwg iw F�awce, 
P~d�eÉ depi¿e�ed he� ��eech iw F�ewch, d�aÀiwg 
Àa�v a��pa«�e f�~v ¦he R~«ew c�~Àd awd �~«wdiwg 
~ff a Àeem �he i� «wpimepÂ ¦~ f~�ge¦.

Did You Know?
K~�¦Â«m’� R~«ew ¦�i«v�h veaw� he� WTA-pe¿ep 
¦�~�hÂ c~ppec¦i~w w~À ��aw� ha�d, cpaÂ awd g�a�� 
ac�~�� �iwgpe� awd d~«bpe� — a va�m ~f j«�¦ h~À 
c~v�pe¦e he� app-c~«�¦ gave ha� bec~ve.
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SABALENKA STUNNED INTO SILENCE 
AFTER LAUREUS GLORY IN MADRID
I¦ ¦ame� a p~¦ ¦~ pea¿e A�Âwa Sabapewma �h~�¦ ~f À~�d� — b«¦ ~w a gpi¦¦e�iwg wigh¦ iw Mad�id, e¿ew 
¦he W~�pd N~. 1 f~«wd he��epf v~vew¦a�ipÂ ~¿e�Àhepved.

F�e�h f�~v a d~viwaw¦ 2025 cav�aigw, Sabapewma Àa� c�~Àwed La«�e«� W~�pd S�~�¦�À~vaw ~f 
¦he Yea�, bec~viwg j«�¦ ¦he fif¦h �paÂe� f�~v ¦he WTA T~«� ¦~ cpaiv ¦he h~w~«�. I¦’� ¦he pa¦e�¦ 
vipe�¦~we iw a ca�ee� ¦ha¦ c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ accepe�a¦e.

Rec~gwi�ed f~� a �ea�~w ¦ha¦ iwcp«ded US O�ew gp~�Â awd a f«pp 52 Àeem� a¦~� ¦he PIF WTA 
Rawmiwg�, Sabapewma acce�¦ed ¦he aÀa�d f�~v ���iw¦ pegewd SheppÂ-Aww F�a�e�-P�Âce awd ¦ewwi� 
ic~w B~�i� Becme�. A� �he �¦e��ed ~w¦~ ¦he �¦age, ¦he vagwi¦«de ~f ¦he v~vew¦ cpea�pÂ hi¦ h~ve.

“I’¿e g~¦ g~~�eb«v��,” �he advi¦¦ed, �eflec¦iwg ~w a Àiwwe��’ pi�¦ ¦ha¦ �ead� pime a ��~�¦iwg happ ~f 
fave — f�~v Se�ewa Wippiav� awd J«�¦iwe Hewiw ¦~ Siv~we Bipe� awd Liwd�eÂ V~ww.

“T~ �ee vÂ wave ap~wg�ide ¦h~�e pegewd�… a¦hpe¦e� I g�eÀ «� Àa¦chiwg… i¦ feep� a bi¦ c�aÉÂ. 
Ev~¦i~wap, ¦~~. I’v h~we�¦pÂ a bi¦ ��eechpe��. Thi� i� big.”

The�e Àa� w~ �h~�¦age ~f epi¦e c~v�awÂ av~wg ¦hi� Âea�’� w~viwee�. Sabapewma edged ~«¦ a 
�¦eppa� fiepd iwcp«diwg Ai¦awa B~wva¦í, Fai¦h Ki�Âeg~w, SÂdweÂ McLa«ghpiw-Le¿�~we, Mepi��a 
Jeffe��~w-W~~dew, awd Ka¦ie LedecmÂ.

He� ¦�i«v�h ca��ed a �¦�~wg e¿ewiwg f~� ¦ewwi�. N~¿am Dj~m~¿ic c~-h~�¦ed ¦he ce�ev~wÂ Ài¦h 
Eipeew G«, Àhipe Ca�p~� Apca�aÉ ¦~~m h~ve ¦he vew’� ¦~� ��iÉe — bea¦iwg Jawwim Siwwe�.

Off ¦he c~«�¦, Avawda Awi�iv~¿a ¦«�wed head� ~w ¦he �ed ca��e¦ de��i¦e vi��iwg ~«¦ ~w 
C~vebacm ~f ¦he Yea� ¦~ R~�Â McIp�~Â, Àhipe ApeÁawd�a Eapa awd Ja�viwe Pa~piwi ap�~ a¦¦ewded.

Sabalenka’s season is far from finished.

 
N~À, �he’� cha�iwg hi�¦~�Â: a f~«�¦h ¦i¦pe iw ¦he S�awi�h ca�i¦ap ¦ha¦ À~«pd �e¦ a weÀ bewchva�m.

Did you know?
A f~«�¦h Mad�id ¦i¦pe À~«pd ha¿e �«¦ Sabapewma av~wg ¦he v~�¦ d~viwaw¦ �paÂe�� e¿e� a¦ a �iwgpe 
WTA 1000 e¿ew¦, b«¦ i¦ Àipp ha¿e ¦~ be weÁ¦ Âea�!

Af¦e� �Àee�iwg ¦he “S«w�hiwe D~«bpe” iw 
Iwdiaw Wepp� awd Miavi, �he �e¦«�w� ¦~ 
Mad�id ~w a 12-va¦ch Àiwwiwg �¦�eam. The 
M«¦«a Mad�id O�ew �evaiw� a fa¿~«�i¦e 
h«w¦iwg g�~«wd — �he’� ¦he defewdiwg 
chav�i~w awd a ¦h�ee-¦ive Àiwwe�.
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BELGIUM STUN UNITED STATES IN BILLIE 
JEAN KING CUP QUALIFIERS AS ITALY AND 
UKRAINE EASE INTO FINALS
Se¿ew wa¦i~w� �ec«�ed ¦hei� ��~¦� iw Se�¦evbe�’� Bippie Jeaw Kiwg C«� Fiwap� ~¿e� a d�ava¦ic 
Àeemewd ~f Q«apifie��, Ài¦h a h~�¦ ~f WTA �¦a�� depi¿e�iwg f~� ¦hei� c~«w¦�ie� Àhew i¦ 
va¦¦e�ed v~�¦.

The �¦awd~«¦ �h~cm cave iw O�¦ewd, Àhe�e Bepgi«v ¦~��ped 18-¦ive chav�i~w� ¦he Uwi¦ed 
S¦a¦e� 3-1 ~w h~ve cpaÂ ¦~ b~~m ¦hei� �pace iw ¦he Fiwap� f~� ¦he fi��¦ ¦ive �iwce 2022.

Bepgi«v �eiÉed c~w¦�~p ~f ¦he ¦ie ~w ¦he ~�ewiwg daÂ ¦hawm� ¦~ ¿ic¦~�ie� f�~v Hawwe 
VawdeÀiwmep awd Epi�e Me�¦ew�, Àh~ defea¦ed I¿a J~¿ic awd McCa�¦weÂ Ke��pe� �e��ec¦i¿epÂ. 
Me�¦ew�’ Àiw cave iw «wf~�¦«wa¦e ci�c«v�¦awce� f~� ¦he Ave�icaw�, Ài¦h Ke��pe� f~�ced ¦~ 
�e¦i�e a¦ 3-3 iw ¦he decidiwg �e¦ af¦e� �«ffe�iwg a �«ddew bacm ��~bpev.

The ¿i�i¦~�� b�ieflÂ ¦h�ea¦ewed a c~vebacm ~w S«wdaÂ Àhew Ca¦Â McNappÂ awd Nic~pe 
Mepicha�-Ma�¦iweÉ bea¦ Me�¦ew� awd Magapi Kev�ew iw d~«bpe� ¦~ �«pp ¦he �c~�e bacm ¦~ 2-1. 
B«¦ Bepgi«v had ~we v~�e aw�Àe�.

G�ee¦ Miwwew, d�af¦ed iw f~� Me�¦ew� iw �iwgpe�, ��~¿ed ¦he va¦ch-Àiwwe�. The 28-Âea�-~pd, a 
f~�ve� W~�pd N~. 59 w~À �awmed N~. 149, ��~d«ced aw a��«�ed 7-5, 6-3 ¿ic¦~�Â ~¿e� J~¿ic ¦~ 
�eap a fav~«� h~ve ¦�i«v�h.

F~� ¦he Uwi¦ed S¦a¦e�, 
i¦ Àa� a bi¦¦e� 
~«¦c~ve. The defea¦ 
veaw� ¦heÂ Àipp vi�� 
¦he Bippie Jeaw Kiwg 
C«� Fiwap� f~� ¦he 
fi��¦ ¦ive �iwce ¦he 
c~v�e¦i¦i~w ad~�¦ed 
i¦� �iwgpe-�i¦e, �~«wd-
�~biw f~�va¦ fi¿e 
Âea�� ag~.

Bepgi«v’� «��e¦ vaÂ 
ha¿e ��~¿ided ¦he 
bigge�¦ �«���i�e, b«¦ 
i¦ Àa� fa� f�~v ¦he 
~wpÂ vaj~� �¦~�Âpiwe 
~f ¦he Àeemewd.
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Italy and Ukraine march on

TÀ~ ~f ¦he bigge�¦ wave� iw ac¦i~w, Ja�viwe Pa~piwi awd Epiwa S¿i¦~piwa, ped f�~v ¦he f�~w¦ a� 
I¦apÂ awd Um�aiwe �~Àe�ed iw¦~ ¦he Fiwap� Ài¦h c~vvawdiwg Àiw� ~¿e� Ja�aw awd P~pawd.

Iw Veppe¦�i, defewdiwg chav�i~w� I¦apÂ Àa�¦ed pi¦¦pe ¦ive a��e�¦iwg ¦hev�ep¿e�. Pa~piwi awd 
Epi�abe¦¦a C~ccia�e¦¦~ b~¦h À~w iw �¦�aigh¦ �e¦� ~w daÂ ~we ¦~ e�¦abpi�h a 2-0 ad¿aw¦age, 
bef~�e Pa~piwi �e¦«�wed ap~wg�ide Sa�a E��awi ¦~ cpiwch ¦he ¦ie iw d~«bpe�.

W~�pd N~. 8 Pa~piwi c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ be a d�i¿iwg f~�ce f~� he� c~«w¦�Â. She ha� w~À À~w �e¿ew 
c~w�ec«¦i¿e Bippie Jeaw Kiwg C«� va¦che� f~� I¦apÂ ac�~�� �iwgpe� awd d~«bpe�, awd 10 ~f he� pa�¦ 
11 ~¿e�app iw ¦he c~v�e¦i¦i~w.

Um�aiwe Àe�e j«�¦ a� c~w¿iwciwg iw GpiÀice. S¿i¦~piwa awd Ma�¦a K~�¦Â«m d�~��ed ~wpÂ �e¿ew 
gave� c~vbiwed iw ¦hei� �iwgpe� ¿ic¦~�ie� ~¿e� Magda Liwe¦¦e awd Ka¦a�ÉÂwa KaÀa ~w F�idaÂ, 
�«¦¦iwg ¦he ¦ie fi�vpÂ iw Um�aiwe’� hawd�.

The deci�i¿e �~iw¦ cave iw a g�i��iwg d~«bpe� c~w¦e�¦, Àhe�e LÂ«dvÂpa Kichew~m awd Nadiia 
Kichew~m ba¦¦ped �a�¦ Maja ChÀapiw�ma awd Ma�¦Âwa K«bma 7-5, 6-7(4), 6-3 iw a va�a¦h~w 
pa�¦iwg 3 h~«�� awd 12 viw«¦e�. The Um�aiwiaw ¦Àiw� �h~Àed ¦�evewd~«� �e�~p¿e, �ec~¿e�iwg 
f�~v a b�eam d~Àw iw ¦he fiwap �e¦ ¦~ fiwi�h ¦he j~b.

Opem�awd�a OpiÂwÂm~¿a ¦hew c~v�pe¦ed ¦he cpeaw �Àee� ~w he� wa¦i~wap-¦eav deb«¦, defea¦iwg 
Liwda Kpiv~¿ic~¿a 6-4, 6-1. P~pawd, w~¦abpÂ, Àe�e Ài¦h~«¦ Iga SÀia¦em f~� ¦he ¦ie.
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Great Britain spring surprise against Australia

G�ea¦ B�i¦aiw ap�~ eve�ged Ài¦h a �¦a¦evew¦ �e�«p¦, «��e¦¦iwg A«�¦�apia 3-1 de��i¦e a��i¿iwg 
Ài¦h~«¦ awÂ ~f ¦hei� c«��ew¦ T~� 100 �paÂe�� — Evva Rad«caw«, S~waÂ Ka�¦ap, Ka¦ie B~«p¦e� 
awd F�awce�ca J~we�.

Teewage� Mima S¦~j�a¿pje¿ic �e¦ ¦he ¦~we iw �«�e�b fa�hi~w. The 2024 US O�ew gi�p�’ chav�i~w, 
�¦ipp ~wpÂ 17, defea¦ed W~�pd N~. 56 Tapia Gib�~w 7-6(4), 7-5 ¦~ hawd B�i¦aiw aw ea�pÂ ad¿aw¦age, 
~¿e�c~viwg a �awmiwg ga� ~f 219 �pace�.

S¦~j�a¿pje¿ic pa¦e� de�c�ibed ¦he ~��~�¦«wi¦Â a� a d�eav v~vew¦.

She �aid �he fep¦ “h~w~«�ed” ¦~ �ecei¿e ¦he capp-«� f�~v ca�¦aiw Awwe Ke~¦ha¿~wg, addiwg ¦ha¦ 
beiwg �epec¦ed f~� �iwgpe� vade ¦he eÁ�e�iewce e¿ew v~�e ��eciap. M~�e iv�~�¦aw¦pÂ, �he 
��~¿ed ¦~ he��epf ¦ha¦ �he Àa� �eadÂ f~� ¦he chappewge.

Ha��ie¦ Da�¦ ¦hew edged Kivbe�pÂ Bi��epp 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 ¦~ �«¦ G�ea¦ B�i¦aiw 2-0 ahead, bef~�e 
¦eaviwg «� Ài¦h J~die B«��age ¦~ �ec«�e ¦he Àiwwiwg �~iw¦ iw d~«bpe� agaiw�¦ S¦~�v H«w¦e� 
awd Eppew Pe�eÉ.

A«�¦�apia did ¦ame ¦he fiwap �«bbe�, Ài¦h aw~¦he� 17-Âea�-~pd, Eve��~w J~we�, defea¦iwg Ka¦ie 
SÀaw, b«¦ bÂ ¦hew ¦he ¦ie ap�eadÂ bep~wged ¦~ ¦he ¿i�i¦~��.

Thi� �«apifÂiwg Àeemewd had e¿e�Â¦hiwg: e�¦abpi�hed �¦a�� depi¿e�iwg, «wde�d~g� �i�iwg awd 
¦eewage�� aww~«wciwg ¦hev�ep¿e� ~w ¦he iw¦e�wa¦i~wap �¦age. Bepgi«v vaÂ ha¿e ��~d«ced ¦he 
headpiwe �h~cm, b«¦ ¦he Àide� ve��age Àa� cpea� — ¦he �~ad ¦~ ShewÉhew i� Àide ~�ew, awd ¦he 
Fiwap� fiepd i� ¦amiwg �ha�e Ài¦h �e�i~«� v~vew¦«v.
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O�¬ Jabe¹¨ We}c��e¬ “Ti�Ó Mi¨ac}e” a¬ 
S�� E}Óa� A¨¨iÌe¬
Ow� Jabe«� ha� �ha�ed j~Âf«p weÀ� aÀaÂ f�~v ¦he ¦ewwi� c~«�¦, aww~«wciwg ¦he bi�¦h ~f he� 
fi��¦ chipd, a babÂ b~Â waved EpÂaw. The f~�ve� À~�pd N~. 2 �e¿eaped ¦he a��i¿ap ~w �~ciap 
vedia, �~�¦iwg a ¦ewde� ve��age ap~wg�ide h«�bawd Ka�iv.

“A ¦iwÂ vi�acpe, a pife¦ive ~f p~¿e > ,” Jabe«� À�~¦e. “Wepc~viwg ~«� babÂ b~Â, EpÂaw 
Kavv~«w 20/04/2026 ♾️.”

The T«wi�iaw �¦a� fi��¦ c~wfi�ved he� ��egwawcÂ pa�¦ N~¿evbe�, �¦e��iwg bacm f�~v 
c~v�e¦i¦i~w af¦e� he� ~�ewiwg-�~«wd �e¦i�evew¦ a¦ Wivbped~w pa�¦ �«vve�. A¦ ¦he ¦ive, �he 
hiw¦ed a¦ a diffe�ew¦ miwd ~f “c~vebacm.”

“T~~m a pi¦¦pe b�eam ¦~ �e�e¦ awd �echa�ge… T«�w� ~«¦, Àe’¿e beew �pawwiwg ¦he c«¦e�¦ 
c~vebacm e¿e�,” �he �ha�ed. “The c~«�¦ Àipp ha¿e ¦~ Àai¦ a pi¦¦pe p~wge�, beca«�e �~~w Àe’pp be 
Àepc~viwg ~«� ¦iwie�¦ ¦eavva¦e.”
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Tha¦ aww~«wcevew¦ Àa� ve¦ Ài¦h aw 
~«¦�~«�iwg ~f �«��~�¦—awd ¦he �ave 
Àa�v¦h f~pp~Àed ¦hi� Àeem, Ài¦h fepp~À 
�paÂe�� iwcp«diwg Pa«pa Bad~�a, Bepiwda 
Bewcic awd Bippie Jeaw Kiwg �ewdiwg 
¦hei� c~wg�a¦«pa¦i~w�. “Caw’¦ Àai¦ ¦~ 
vee¦ hiv,” Bad~�a À�~¦e.

Th~«gh aÀaÂ f�~v ¦he ¦~«�, Jabe«� ha� 
�evaiwed cp~�epÂ c~wwec¦ed ¦~ ¦he 
��~�¦. D«�iwg he� va¦e�wi¦Â pea¿e, �he 
pa«wched a Y~«T«be �e�ie�, e¿ew �i¦¦iwg 
d~Àw Ài¦h Bad~�a—aw~¦he� f~�ve� 
À~�pd N~. 2—f~� a cawdid c~w¿e��a¦i~w 
ab~«¦ pife ~w awd ~ff ¦he c~«�¦.

Iw a �ecew¦ iw¦e�¿ieÀ Ài¦h V~g«e A�abia, 
Jabe«� vade i¦ cpea� ¦ha¦ he� �paÂiwg 
daÂ� a�e fa� f�~v ~¿e�. The ¦h�ee-¦ive 
G�awd Spav fiwapi�¦ i� ¦a�ge¦iwg a �e¦«�w, 
apbei¦ ~w he� ~Àw ¦e�v�.

“I Àaw¦ ¦~ gi¿e vÂ�epf ¦he ¦ive ¦~ �ee 
h~À vÂ b~dÂ Àipp �eac¦,” �he �aid, 
��eamiwg ahead ~f A�ab M~¦he�’� DaÂ. “I 
�¦ipp Àaw¦ ¦~ c~v�e¦e f~� a c~«�pe v~�e 
Âea��.”

He� avbi¦i~w�, h~Àe¿e�, w~À eÁ¦ewd 
beÂ~wd ¦ewwi�. S�eamiwg ab~«¦ he� 
h~�e� f~� EpÂaw, Jabe«� ~ffe�ed a 
gpiv��e iw¦~ ¦he ¿ap«e� �he h~�e� ¦~ 
�a�� ~w.

“I Àaw¦ hiv ¦~ be c�ea¦i¿e, ¦~ vame j~me�,” �he �aid. “M~�¦ iv�~�¦aw¦ i� ¦ha¦ he’� a g~~d �e��~w 
awd vame� a chawge iw ¦he À~�pd.”

Did you know?
Jabe«�’� iv�ac¦ �¦�e¦che� Àepp beÂ~wd he� �e�«p¦�. A� ¦he fi��¦ A�ab awd Af�icaw À~vaw ¦~ �each 
v«p¦i�pe G�awd Spav fiwap�—awd a WTA 1000 chav�i~w iw Mad�id—�he ha� hep�ed �edefiwe 
Àha¦’� �~��ibpe iw ¦he ��~�¦ f~� aw ew¦i�e gewe�a¦i~w.

N~À, a� �he evb�ace� v~¦he�h~~d, Jabe«� begiw� a weÀ cha�¦e�—~we ¦ha¦ c~«pd Âe¦ �ee he� 
�c�i�¦ aw~¦he� iw��i�iwg �e¦«�w ¦~ ¦he gave �he ha� hep�ed ¦�aw�f~�v.
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John Isner
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Maria Sharapova Enters a New Arena with Pretty Tough
Ma�ia Sha�a�~¿a ha� p~wg beew v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a ¦ewwi� �paÂe�. N~À, �he i� addiwg aw~¦he� 
divew�i~w ¦~ he� �~�¦-ca�ee� �~�¦f~pi~ — vedia.
 
The f~�ve� W~�pd N~. 1 ha� aww~«wced ¦he pa«wch ~f P�e¦¦Â T~«gh, a weÀ �~dca�¦-�¦Âpe �h~À 
eÁ�p~�iwg avbi¦i~w, idew¦i¦Â awd ¦he �«��«i¦ ~f eÁceppewce. The fi��¦ e�i�~de, �epea�ed ~w 22 
A��ip, va�m� he� pa¦e�¦ �¦e� iw a ¦�aw�i¦i~w ¦ha¦ vawÂ epi¦e a¦hpe¦e� a�e w~À wa¿iga¦iwg: f�~v 
c~v�e¦i¦i~w ¦~ c~w¦ew¦, f�~v �e�f~�vawce ¦~ �¦~�Â¦eppiwg.
 
De�c�ibiwg ¦he ��~jec¦ a� a �h~À “ab~«¦ ¦he �«��«i¦ ~f eÁceppewce Ài¦h~«¦ a�~p~gÂ,” Sha�a�~¿a i� 
cpea�pÂ �~�i¦i~wiwg P�e¦¦Â T~«gh a� v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a �~dca�¦. I¦ i� a �pa¦f~�v — ~we ¦ha¦ app~À� 
he� ¦~ �ha�e c~w¿e��a¦i~w� a�~«wd �«cce��, �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ f�~v a fevape �e���ec¦i¿e, awd ¦~ 
c~w¦�~p ¦he wa��a¦i¿e iw a ÀaÂ ¦ha¦ Àa� w~¦ apÀaÂ� �~��ibpe d«�iwg he� �paÂiwg ca�ee�.

 
 
Thi� v~¿e i� �a�¦ ~f a b�~ade� �hif¦ Àe a�e �eeiwg ac�~�� ��~�¦. Iwc�ea�iwgpÂ, a¦hpe¦e� a�e 
b«ipdiwg ca�ee�� beÂ~wd c~v�e¦i¦i~w ¦ha¦ eÁ¦ewd iw¦~ b«�iwe��, iw¿e�¦vew¦ awd vedia. 
Ppa¦f~�v� pime �~dca�¦� awd digi¦ap �e�ie� ~ffe� �~ve¦hiwg ¦�adi¦i~wap ��~�¦ caww~¦: ~Àwe��hi� 
~f ¿~ice. Ra¦he� ¦haw beiwg defiwed bÂ �e�«p¦� ~� headpiwe�, a¦hpe¦e� caw w~À �ha�e iw�igh¦, 
eÁ�e�iewce awd �e��~wapi¦Â ~w ¦hei� ~Àw ¦e�v�.
 
Sha�a�~¿a i� w~ �¦�awge� ¦~ ¦hi� ��ace. Siwce �e¦i�iwg iw 2020, �he ha� e�¦abpi�hed he��epf a� a 
�«cce��f«p ew¦�e��ewe«� awd iw¿e�¦~�, v~�¦ w~¦abpÂ ¦h�~«gh he� c~wfec¦i~we�Â b�awd 
S«ga��~¿a awd he� iw¿~p¿evew¦ iw ¿a�i~«� b«�iwe�� ¿ew¦«�e�. P�e¦¦Â T~«gh feep� pime a wa¦«�ap 
eÁ¦ew�i~w ~f ¦ha¦ e¿~p«¦i~w — a v~¿e f�~v b«ipdiwg ��~d«c¦� ¦~ b«ipdiwg �pa¦f~�v�.
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The ¦i¦pe i¦�epf �eflec¦� a ¦heve ¦ha¦ ha� f~pp~Àed he� ¦h�~«gh~«¦ he� ca�ee�. The bapawce be¦Àeew 
�¦�ewg¦h awd �e�ce�¦i~w, avbi¦i~w awd eÁ�ec¦a¦i~w, ha� beew a c~w�¦aw¦ f~� fevape a¦hpe¦e� 
~�e�a¦iwg a¦ ¦he highe�¦ pe¿ep. Wi¦h ¦hi� weÀ ��~jec¦, Sha�a�~¿a a��ea�� iw¦ew¦ ~w eÁ�p~�iwg ¦ha¦ 
d«api¦Â iw g�ea¦e� de�¦h.
 
He� ¦�aw�i¦i~w vi��~�� ¦ha¦ ~f ~¦he� high-��~fipe a¦hpe¦e� Àh~ ha¿e v~¿ed iw¦~ vedia �~pe� — 
Àhe¦he� ¦h�~«gh ��~d«c¦i~w c~v�awie�, �~dca�¦iwg ~� b�~adca�¦iwg — �ec~gwi�iwg ¦ha¦ iwfl«ewce 
d~e� w~¦ ewd Ài¦h �e¦i�evew¦. If awÂ¦hiwg, i¦ �iv�pÂ �hif¦� di�ec¦i~w.
 
Iw ¦hi� c~w¦eÁ¦, P�e¦¦Â T~«gh i� v~�e ¦haw a �e��~wap ��~jec¦. I¦ i� �a�¦ ~f a g�~Àiwg ¦�ewd iw ��~�¦, 
Àhe�e a¦hpe¦e� a�e w~ p~wge� j«�¦ �a�¦ici�aw¦� iw ¦he iwd«�¦�Â, b«¦ c~w¦�ib«¦~�� ¦~ i¦� wa��a¦i¿e.
 
F~� Sha�a�~¿a, i¦ i� aw~¦he� capc«pa¦ed �¦e� — ~we ¦ha¦ �eiwf~�ce� he� abipi¦Â ¦~ ada�¦, e¿~p¿e awd 
�evaiw �epe¿aw¦ p~wg af¦e� he� fiwap va¦ch.
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W��e�’¬ S¥�¨´ Se´ ´� B¨eaz 
´he $3 Bi}}i�� Ba¨¨ie¨
W~vew’� ��~�¦ i� w~ p~wge� a �¦~�Â ~f �~¦ew¦iap — i¦ i� a �¦~�Â ~f g�~À¦h, awd ¦he w«vbe�� a�e 
begiwwiwg ¦~ �eflec¦ i¦.
 
Acc~�diwg ¦~ Dep~i¦¦e’� pa¦e�¦ ��~jec¦i~w�, gp~bap �e¿ew«e� iw À~vew’� ��~�¦ a�e �e¦ ¦~ �«��a�� 
$3 bippi~w f~� ¦he fi��¦ ¦ive iw 2026. I¦’� a �igwificaw¦ vipe�¦~we, �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ c~w�ide�iwg ¦he 
��eed ~f ¦ha¦ g�~À¦h. Re¿ew«e� ha¿e �i�ew bÂ a���~Áiva¦epÂ 340% �iwce 2022, highpigh¦iwg ~we 
~f ¦he fa�¦e�¦-g�~Àiwg a�ea� Ài¦hiw ¦he gp~bap ��~�¦� iwd«�¦�Â.
 
C~vve�ciap �a�¦we��hi�� �evaiw ¦he ��iva�Â d�i¿e�, acc~«w¦iwg f~� a�~«wd 45% ~f ¦~¦ap 
�e¿ew«e, a� b�awd� iwc�ea�iwgpÂ iw¿e�¦ iw À~vew’� ��~�¦. Ma¦chdaÂ iwc~ve c~w¦�ib«¦e� �~«ghpÂ 
30%, Àhipe b�~adca�¦ �igh¦� — c«��ew¦pÂ a¦ 25% — �e��e�ew¦ a meÂ a�ea f~� f«¦«�e eÁ�aw�i~w a� 
devawd f~� c~¿e�age c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ �i�e.
 
N~�¦h Ave�ica i� eÁ�ec¦ed ¦~ pead ¦he ÀaÂ, d�i¿ew bÂ ¦he �a�id de¿ep~�vew¦ ~f peag«e� �«ch a� 
¦he WNBA awd NWSL, awd ¦he pa«wch ~f weÀ c~v�e¦i¦i~w� iw �ecew¦ Âea��. The �egi~w i� 
��~jec¦ed ¦~ acc~«w¦ f~� ~¿e� hapf ~f ¦he gp~bap va�me¦.
 
BeÂ~wd ¦he fig«�e�, ¦he �hif¦ i� cpea�. F~� Âea��, À~vew’� ��~�¦ Àa� di�c«��ed iw ¦e�v� ~f Àha¦ 
i¦ c~«pd bec~ve. N~À, i¦ i� depi¿e�iwg vea�«�abpe c~vve�ciap ¿ap«e.
 
Tewwi� ha� p~wg beew ahead ~f ¦he c«�¿e, Ài¦h e�«ap ��iÉe v~weÂ a¦ G�awd Spav pe¿ep awd 
�¦�~wg gp~bap a«diewce�. Wha¦ Àe a�e w~À �eeiwg i� ¦ha¦ g�~À¦h eÁ¦ewdiwg ac�~�� ¦he Àide� 
��~�¦iwg pawd�ca�e.
 
The $3 bippi~w va�m i� v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a w«vbe� — i¦’� a �igw ~f v~vew¦«v.
Awd, �e�ha��, a �igw ¦ha¦ ¦hi� i� ~wpÂ ¦he begiwwiwg.
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BOSS S´e¥¬ O�´� Ce�´¨e S´age a´ ´he A¹¬´¨a}ia� O¥e�
The A«�¦�apiaw O�ew ha� p~wg �~�i¦i~wed i¦�epf a� ¦he v~�¦ ��~g�e��i¿e — awd a�g«abpÂ ¦he v~�¦ 
�¦Âpi�h — ~f ¦he G�awd Spav�. N~À, ¦ha¦ idew¦i¦Â i� �e¦ ¦~ �ha��ew e¿ew f«�¦he�.
 
F�~v 2027, BOSS Àipp bec~ve ¦he Officiap Life�¦Âpe O«¦fi¦¦e� ~f ¦he A«�¦�apiaw O�ew, va�miwg a 
�igwificaw¦ weÀ �a�¦we��hi� ¦ha¦ �eflec¦� ¦he g�~Àiwg iw¦e��ec¦i~w be¦Àeew ��~�¦, fa�hi~w awd faw 
eÁ�e�iewce.
 
Thi� i� w~¦ �iv�pÂ a b�awdiwg eÁe�ci�e. I¦ i� �a�¦ ~f a Àide� �hif¦ iw h~À vaj~� ��~�¦iwg e¿ew¦� a�e 
e¿~p¿iwg — f�~v �«�epÂ c~v�e¦i¦i¿e a�ewa� iw¦~ f«pp-�cape pife�¦Âpe �pa¦f~�v�. The A«�¦�apiaw O�ew 
ha� ped ¦hi� v~¿evew¦ iw �ecew¦ Âea��, bpewdiwg ¦ewwi� Ài¦h v«�ic, f~~d, ew¦e�¦aiwvew¦ awd 
fa�hi~w ¦~ c�ea¦e a b�~ade� c«p¦«�ap e¿ew¦. B�iwgiwg iw a gp~bap fa�hi~w h~«�e pime BOSS i� a 
wa¦«�ap weÁ¦ �¦e�.
 
Whipe de¦aip� ~f ¦he �~pp~«¦ a�e �¦ipp eve�giwg, ¦he �~pe ~f “pife�¦Âpe ~«¦fi¦¦e�” ¦Â�icappÂ eÁ¦ewd� 
beÂ~wd ¦�adi¦i~wap ��~w�~��hi�. I¦ i� eÁ�ec¦ed ¦~ iwfl«ewce e¿e�Â¦hiwg f�~v �¦aff «wif~�v� awd 
~w-�i¦e ��e�ew¦a¦i~w ¦~ �e¦aip ~ffe�iwg� awd faw-faciwg eÁ�e�iewce�. Iw ��ac¦icap ¦e�v�, ¦hi� veaw� 
¦he ¿i�«ap idew¦i¦Â ~f ¦he ¦~«�wavew¦ — h~À i¦ p~~m�, feep� awd ��e�ew¦� i¦�epf — c~«pd bec~ve 
v~�e c«�a¦ed awd b�awd-ped ¦haw e¿e� bef~�e.
 
F~� BOSS, ¦he �a�¦we��hi� apigw� Ài¦h i¦� c~w¦iw«ed eÁ�aw�i~w iw¦~ ��~�¦ awd �e�f~�vawce-
d�i¿ew pife�¦Âpe. The b�awd ha� iwc�ea�iwgpÂ �~�i¦i~wed i¦�epf a¦ ¦he iw¦e��ec¦i~w ~f fa�hi~w awd 
a¦hpe¦ic c«p¦«�e, awd ¦he A«�¦�apiaw O�ew ~ffe�� a gp~bap �¦age Ài¦h a Â~«wge�, highpÂ ewgaged 
a«diewce.
 
For tennis, it signals something equally important.
 
G�awd Spav� a�e w~ p~wge� j«�¦ c~v�e¦iwg ~w ¦he �«api¦Â ~f ¦hei� fiepd� ~� ¦hei� hi�¦~�Â. TheÂ a�e 
c~v�e¦iwg ~w eÁ�e�iewce — h~À ¦heÂ ewgage faw�, a¦¦�ac¦ ��~w�~�� awd �evaiw c«p¦«�appÂ 
�epe¿aw¦ iw a c�~Àded ��~�¦� awd ew¦e�¦aiwvew¦ pawd�ca�e. The A«�¦�apiaw O�ew, ~f¦ew �efe��ed 
¦~ a� ¦he “G�awd Spav ~f A�ia-Pacific”, ha� beew �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ �«cce��f«p iw ¦hi� ��ace, c~w�i�¦ew¦pÂ 
d�i¿iwg iww~¿a¦i~w b~¦h ~w awd ~ff ¦he c~«�¦.
 
This partnership reinforces that strategy.
 
I¦ ap�~ highpigh¦� a b�~ade� c~vve�ciap ¦�ewd: ¦he iwc�ea�iwg ¿ap«e ~f pife�¦Âpe iw¦eg�a¦i~w Ài¦hiw 
��~�¦. B�awd� a�e w~ p~wge� �a¦i�fied Ài¦h �a��i¿e ¿i�ibipi¦Â. TheÂ Àaw¦ ¦~ �ha�e ¦he ew¿i�~wvew¦, 
iwfl«ewce �e�ce�¦i~w, awd bec~ve �a�¦ ~f ¦he ~¿e�app eÁ�e�iewce.
 
F�~v a b«�iwe�� �e���ec¦i¿e, ¦ha¦ c�ea¦e� weÀ ~��~�¦«wi¦ie� — awd weÀ eÁ�ec¦a¦i~w�.
F~� �paÂe��, i¦ ewhawce� ¦he gp~bap �pa¦f~�v ¦heÂ �e�f~�v ~w. F~� faw�, i¦ add� aw~¦he� paÂe� ¦~ 
¦he e¿ew¦. Awd f~� ¦he iwd«�¦�Â, i¦ �e��e�ew¦� a c~w¦iw«ed �hif¦ ¦~Àa�d� ��~�¦ a� a f«ppÂ 
ivve��i¿e, v«p¦i-divew�i~wap ��~d«c¦.
 
Iw Mepb~«�we, ¦ha¦ e¿~p«¦i~w i� ap�eadÂ Àepp «wde�ÀaÂ.



RN Pa¨�e}} I�´e¨�a´i��a} S.L
Here's a breakdown of the network

Parnell Knot - 2012, Parnell Academy - 2016, Parnell Language Services - 2016

In 2022 GRSA was launched In 2024

In 2025

Please contact us for 
more information about 
any of our services.



DID YOU
KNOW?

TEAM GRSA

Ne¿e� a��«ve �~ve~we ha� ¦he �ave mw~Àpedge 
a� Â~«, ¦he �ave ca�aci¦Â ¦~ pea�w ~� ¦ame ~w 
weÀ iwf~�va¦i~w. We app ha¿e diffe�ew¦ ÀaÂ� ~f 
pea�wiwg, awd �~ve �e~�pe vigh¦ w~¦ ha¿e had 
¦he �ave ¦�aiwiwg, b«¦, caw �¦ipp d~ ¦he �ave j~b. 
Whe�e ¦heÂ c~ve f�~v, ~� h~À ¦heÂ p~~m, �h~«pd 
we¿e� be a �igw ~f ¦hei� mw~Àpedge ~� 
ca�abipi¦ie�!

ROME IS NEXT ON THE CALENDAR, HERE ARE SOME 
THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE KNOWN ABOUT THIS 

CLASSIC EVENT

Se�ewa Wippiav� À~w f~«� ¦i¦pe� iw R~ve b«¦ fav~«�pÂ Ài¦hd�eÀ f�~v 
¦he 2016 fiwap d«e ¦~ iwj«�Â—hawdiwg Madi�~w KeÂ� he� fi��¦ WTA 
P�evie� 5 ¦i¦pe Ài¦h~«¦ hi¦¦iwg a bapp.

Monica Seles won three consecutive titles (1990–1992) as a teenager, 
showcasing one of the most dominant early-career runs in WTA 
history.

Rafael Nadal holds the record for the most men’s singles titles in 
Rome, with 10 victories—earning the nickname “King of Clay” long 
before Roland Garros crowned him each year.

The tournament dates back to 1930, but it wasn’t held during 
World War II, creating a unique gap in its otherwise continuous 
clay-court legacy.
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Stringer Solutions
TOPTIP

Ài¦h Richa�d Pa�wepp

Cross string tension & its effects?
Iw Stringer Solutions Àe ha¿e ~f¦ew ��~mew ab~«¦ ¦he fac¦ ¦ha¦ d«�iwg ¦he �¦�iwgiwg ��~ce�� 
¦he�e a�e ce�¦aiw ac¦i~w� ¦ha¦ a�e �e��~wap ch~ice�, Àhe�e ~we i�w’¦ be¦¦e� ¦haw ¦he ~¦he�, j«�¦ 
diffe�ew¦. The ch~ice ~f c�~�� �¦�iwg ¦ew�i~w i� w~¦ ~we ~f ¦he�e awd i¦ Àipp ha¿e a �eap effec¦ ~w 
¦he ~«¦c~ve awd �paÂabipi¦Â.

Le¦’� p~~m a¦ ~we ~f ¦he v~�¦ vi�«wde��¦~~d �a�¦� ~f �¦�iwgiwg.

The ch~ice ~f c�~�� �¦�iwg ¦ew�i~w, Àhe¦he� i¦ �h~«pd be p~Àe�ed, �ai�ed, ~� me�¦ ¦he �ave awd 
¦he �ea�~w� f~� each ~f ¦he�e ch~ice�.

He�e i� Àha¦ Àipp be c~¿e�ed ab~«¦ c�~�� �¦�iwg ¦ew�i~w awd i¦� iw¦�icacie�.

• Mi�c~wce�¦i~w�
• M~w~fipavew¦�
• Siwgpe C~�e, v«p¦ifipavew¦ ~� wa¦«�ap g«¦
• Feep & iwc�ea�ed �~Àe�
• S�iw �a¦¦e�w �acme¦�
• Tew�i~w chawge f~� diffe�ew¦ c~w�¦�«c¦i~w�

Misconceptions

Le¦’� ¦acmpe ~we ~f ¦he bigge�¦ vi�c~wce�¦i~w� �¦�aigh¦ aÀaÂ. 

Cross strings should be strung with less tension because they are shorter. 

Thi� i� ¦he v~�¦ c~vv~w �ea�~w gi¿ew f~� p~Àe�iwg c�~�� �¦�iwg ¦ew�i~w.

The fac¦ ¦ha¦ ¦he c�~�� �¦�iwg� a�e �h~�¦e�, i� ¦�«e, b«¦ ¦he fac¦ ¦ha¦ ¦heÂ weed pe�� ¦ew�i~w, i� w~¦. 
The vaiw� a�e ¦ew�i~wed a¦ �efe�ewce ¦ew�i~w ~we bÂ ~we, Ài¦h ¦he ~wpÂ f�ic¦i~w iw¿~p¿ed beiwg 
¦he �¦�iwg g~iwg ¦h�~«gh ¦he g�~vve¦�. The c�~��e�, h~Àe¿e�, a�e Àea¿ed ¦h�~«gh ¦he vaiw� 
Ài¦h ¦he �«b�e�«ew¦ f�ic¦i~w, Àhich p~Àe�� ¦he ac¦«ap ¦ew�i~w c~w�ide�abpÂ. S~ve vea�«�evew¦� 
ha¿e �h~Àw ¦he�e i� a 40% dec�ea�e ~w ¦he c�~�� �¦�iwg ac¦«ap ¦ew�i~w d«e ¦~ ¦hi� f�ic¦i~w awd f~� 
¦hi� �ea�~w ¦he c�~�� �¦�iwg� a�e ap�eadÂ a¦ a p~¦ p~Àe� ¦ew�i~w ¦haw ¦he vaiw�.

Thi� p~Àe� ac¦«ap ¦ew�i~w i� w~¦ de�ewdew¦ ~w �¦�iwg ¦Â�e, c~w�¦�«c¦i~w, ~� ga«ge, i¦ i� a fac¦ ~f 
pife awd Àipp ha��ew Ài¦h awÂ �¦�iwg. Ac¦«ap ¦ew�i~w Àipp apÀaÂ� be p~Àe� ¦haw �efe�ewce ¦ew�i~w 
d«e ¦~ vawÂ fac¦~�� iwcp«diwg �¦�iwge� ¦echwi�«e. 



Cross string tension can increase or decrease main string movement and depending on 
the string construction and type, this can be considered positive or negative movement.

What is positive or negative movement? 

Positive movement - is string movement that has a beneficial effect on how a string bed 
reacts and helps add or increase a positive effect.

Negative movement – is string movement that doesn’t add anything positive to a string 
bed and in fact, lowers performance.

Monofilaments

Firstly, let’s look at monofilaments and string movement.

Monofilament main strings, through their movement, creates snap back and in turn, leads 
to improved spin on the ball. This can be considered as positive movement because we 
have created additional spin through the snap back. If we change the tension on the cross 
strings we can increase or decrease the string movement. One of the best characteristics 
of monofilament strings is their spin enhancing qualities, if we lower the tension on the 
crosses we will, in effect allow the main strings to move more freely and increase snap 
back. If we raise the cross string tension we will be decreasing the snap back and lowering 
the spin potential. 

The lowering or raising of the cross string tension would also affect, in a small way, the 
power of the string bed. By lowering the cross string tension we are allowing the mains to 
flex more, pocket the ball more and absorb less energy. By raising the cross string tension 
we would achieve the opposite.

Single Core, Multifilament or Natural Gut

Non-monofilament synthetic main strings, both single or multi core, through their natural 
movement, don’t create snap back, and for this reason doesn’t lead to improved spin on 
the ball & can definitely be considered as negative movement. We have string movement, 
but this only leads to loss of accuracy as the string is moved by the incoming ball. Another 
negative side of string movement with this type of string is having to constantly straighten 
the strings after each rally or shot. If we raise the tension slightly on the cross strings, we 
can decrease the string movement. This raising of cross string tension can mean that a 
player who is using a slightly more open string pattern, doesn’t have to change racket.

By raising the tension, we will also reduce the power potential of the string bed as we will 
be allowing it to flex less. The lowering or raising of the tension is, usually, by not more 
than 1 or 2 Kgs (4 – 5 lbs).
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Follow us on social media 
for the latest news

Subscribe here

Subscribe here to 
receive the next issue!

grsa-international.com

https://www.tiktok.com/@grsainternational
https://www.grsa-international.com/


THE NEW                             / PARNELL KNOT 
STRINGING MACHINE

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HEAD REPRESENTATIVE TO ORDER

https://parnellknot.com/
https://parnellknot.com/
https://parnellknot.com/
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Thi� Âea�� Madrid Open a¦ ¦he Caja Mágica i� eÁ¦�a ��eciap a� ~«� 
eÁec«¦i¿e �a�¦we�� HEAD ha¿e ¦he h~w~«� ~f ��~¿idiwg ¦he �¦�iwgiwg 
�e�¿ice ¦~ �«ch a ��eciap e¿ew¦ ~w ¦he cpaÂ c~«�¦ capewda�, awd Ài¦h i¦, 
¦heÂ ha¿e ew¦�«�¦ed GRSA International ¦~ �«¦ ¦~ge¦he� a �¦�iwgiwg 
¦eav ¦ha¦ Àipp d~ j«�¦ice ¦~ ¦hi� high devawdiwg c~v�e¦i¦i~w. 

Iw weÁ¦ v~w¦h'� vagaÉiwe, Àe'pp �ha�e v~�e iwf~�va¦i~w ab~«¦ ¦he 
e¿ew¦, b«¦ he�e a�e j«�¦ �~ve ~f ¦he �ic¦«�e� �~ fa� f�~v Àha¦ ha� 
ap�eadÂ �¦a�¦ed a� a ¿e�Â ��eciap ¦~«�wavew¦.
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p a r n e l l k n o t . c o m

https://parnellknot.com/
https://parnellknot.com/
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"I ran to raise funds for the Tapping House Hospice, Norfolk, where my dad had 
volunteered for 15 years, and where he himself was cared for with dignity and compassion 
in his final weeks. At a memorial service that summer celebrating his life and service, I 
knew I wanted to give something back in my own way. Securing a place in the 2026 London 
Marathon felt like the right way to do it".

NOT JUST A 
RACE!
This is Chris Goodchild, Owner & Director of 
Topspin Tennis in Cambridge, GRSA member, 
and member of the GRSA Stringing team. 

Chris was present at the first week of stringing 
at this year's Madrid Open, and he would have 
stayed on, but something special was waiting 
for him. A date that he's been preparing for, 
working hard and training to achieve 
something very special; run and complete the 
London Marathon in memory of his dad! 

At the same time, his professional life in tennis stringing was accelerating. He had taken over 
Top Spin Tennis, worked his first WTA 250 and Challenger events in Nottingham, and was 
beginning to see opportunities open up within the stringing world. Marathon training began 
in October, through dark winter mornings and late nights with a head torch. Running for a 
cause gives you a different kind of motivation — 5am alarms stop being a problem when you 
have a very big reason to get up.

Then, in February, came an unexpected call from Richard Parnell inviting him to string at the 
Mutua Madrid Open, the same week as the marathon. After some discussion, it was agreed 
that he'd work seven days in Madrid and fly home on the Thursday before race day.
 
"Madrid was an unforgettable experience. My first ATP/WTA 1000 event, surrounded by a 
community of stringers whose support and mentorship — especially from Richard and 
Gorka,  left me a better stringer than when I arrived. But, by Friday at 3:30 am, I was in an 
Uber to the airport, swapping clay courts for running shoes and heading back to 
Cambridge to prepare for London".

Race morning arrived with nerves, excitement, and the knowledge of how lucky he was to 
stand on that start line. Over a million people had entered the ballot; he was one of the 
chosen few. The atmosphere was electric. By mile 6, Chris spotted his children in the crowd, 
arms outstretched for a high five. That feeling, the support, the buzz, very special!
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You can still support
by TAPPING here

Well Done Chris

A¦ vipe 8, e¿e�Â¦hiwg chawged. Aw ~pd mwee iwj«�Â 
�e¦«�wed, awd af¦e� �e¿e�ap ¿i�i¦� ¦~ ¦he vedicap 
¦ew¦, he Àa� �¦�a��ed «�, b«¦ ¦hew �Ài¦ched f�~v 
�ace v~de ¦~ �«�¿i¿ap v~de. The weÁ¦ 18 vipe� 
Àe�e �aiwf«p. B«¦ �¦~��iwg Àa� we¿e� aw ~�¦i~w, 
¦hi� �«w Àa� f~� Ma�¦iw, hi� dad.
 
Fi¿e h~«�� awd fi¿e viw«¦e� af¦e� �¦a�¦iwg, Ch�i�  
c�~��ed ¦he fiwi�h piwe, he'd d~we i¦, he'd ¦amew 
�a�¦ iw ��~babpÂ THE v~�¦ fav~«� va�a¦h~w iw 
¦he À~�pd, awd he'd fiwi�hed i¦!

"The vedap �e��e�ew¦� fa� v~�e ¦haw a 
va�a¦h~w fiwi�h. I¦ �e��e�ew¦� vÂ dad, ¦he 
c~v�a��i~w ~f Ta��iwg H~«�e H~��ice, ¦he 
�«��~�¦ ~f favipÂ awd f�iewd�, awd ¦he 
ewc~«�agevew¦ ~f ¦he GRSA �¦�iwgiwg 
c~vv«wi¦Â Àh~ bacmed ve ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦hi� 
j~«�weÂ f�~v Mad�id ¦~ L~wd~w.
 
Thi� Àa�w’¦ j«�¦ a �ace. I¦ Àa� a j~«�weÂ ¦ha¦ 
chawged ve."

"MÂ f«wd�ai�iwg �age f~� Ta��iwg H~«�e H~��ice 
�evaiw� ~�ew. If �eadiwg ¦hi� ha� ��a�med Â~«� 
iw¦e�e�¦ iw ¦he À~�m ¦heÂ d~, ~� Â~« À~«pd pime 
¦~ �«��~�¦ ¦hev iw vev~�Â ~f vÂ dad, awÂ 
d~wa¦i~w, pa�ge ~� �vapp, Àipp ¦�«pÂ be g~iwg ¦~ a 
g~~d ca«�e, a ¦eav ~f avaÉiwg h«vaw� ¦ha¦ 
��~¿ide w~¦ j«�¦ a �e�¿ice, ¦heÂ ��~¿ide �«��~�¦, 
f�iewd�hi�, �eace ~f viwd b«¦ ab~¿e app, ¦he 
chawce f~� ¦e�viwappÂ ipp �e~�pe ¦~ be iw a p~¿iwg 
ew¿i�~wvew¦ iw ¦hei� fiwap daÂ�"

We'�e app ¿e�Â ��~«d ~f Â~«

https://www.justgiving.com/page/runninglondon26fordad?utm_m
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NICK DOWN
TALKS

Nicz'¬ 
N¹gge´

Straighten strings as you go, not 
at the end, constant pull 
machines will make sure you’re 
close to reference tension.

This month’s racket from the list of non-standard squash rackets is from Karakal; I have 
used the F-135 as an example.

It has a wrap around bridge which is shared by the F-125 and the F-PRO 130, and was 
quickly discontinued by Karakal, but they are all still for sale, new, by many retailers.

One of the reasons that it may have been discontinued, is the possibility that some main 
strings may slip off the central part of the bridge and lose tension. This is highly likely 
during the stringing process.

Instead of individual places for each main string, there is one area, in the centre of the 
bridge, for all the mains. That area is thinner than the rest of the bridge.

Mains should only be pulled at the head, usually meaning two at a time, care must be 
taken, knots can be tied on the next to last main and there are enough tie-off points to 
string in 2 pieces (4 knots).

In fact by stringing in two pieces you can avoid long runs 
of string along the outside of the frame making the 
finished product much more pleasing to the eye. This 
reason has been covered before on a few of the rackets 
that I’ve written about previously.

There is quite a bit of information about the frame on the 
inside of the (open) throat, such as the string pattern, 
tension, balance point and overall weight.

There are 16 mains and 17 crosses. It is very important that 
there is a hard weave at the last cross/first cross at the 
throat. As previously stated, I’ve used 2 pieces of string.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2OE5JIGMfp8NSrqPhmI7vG?si=-9lI30WRRnK6V0qU06dd6g
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Mains

LH1 to below bridge
RH1 to above bridge
(Remember that the first main that 
comes down the racket from Head to 
Throat on the Left side always goes 
low/under/below the ring or bridge 
or hinge etc. The right side will do 
the opposite).
Below bridge to RH2
Above bridge to LH2
LH2 to LH3
LH3 to below bridge
Above bridge to LH4
RH2 to RH3
RH3 to above bridge
Below bridge to RH4
RH4 to RH5
RH5 to above bridge
Below bridge to RH7
LH4 to LH5
LH5 to below bridge
Above bridge to LH7
LH7 to LH9
LH9 to below bridge
Above bridge to LH13
RH7 to RH9
RH9 to above bridge
Below bridge to RH13
Tie-off both sides at H9

Crosses

Start at H6 (either side)
If starting at LH6 weave goes under LM5
If starting at RH6
weave goes over RM5
Tie-off is at H4 either side.
Last cross is T1
Tie-off is T2 either side.
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SQUASHSQUASH NEWS
T¹¨�e} a�d R�d¨ig¹eÛ C¨�Í�ed STARR Be¨�¹da 
O¥e� 2026 Cha�¥i��¬

England’s Lucy Turmel and Colombia’s Miguel Rodriguez emerged as the champions of the 
STARR Bermuda Open 2026, the penultimate Bronze-level event of the 2025/26 PSA Squash 
Tour season, after two finals of very different tones in Devonshire.

The women’s title match looked set to deliver a high-class battle as Turmel took on top seed 
and World No.19 Sabrina Sobhy. For much of the contest, Sobhy appeared firmly in control. The 
American produced the sharper squash across the opening two games, taking them 11-4, 11-7 to 
move within touching distance of the title.

Turmel responded well in the third, raising both her intensity and accuracy to stay in 
contention. But with Sobhy leading 7-6 in that game, the final took a distressing turn. After 
Turmel struck a successful cross-court nick, Sobhy pushed off in pursuit of the ball and 
immediately collapsed, clutching her right Achilles. She was assisted from the court and unable 
to continue, handing Turmel the trophy in unfortunate circumstances.

It was a seventh career PSA title for the Englishwoman, though it arrived in a manner neither 
player would have wanted.

With the women’s final ending on such a sombre note, the crowd at the Bermuda Racquets 
Association Club were eager for a fitting spectacle in the men’s decider — and Miguel Rodriguez 
and Kareem El Torkey delivered exactly that.

Rodriguez, one of squash’s great entertainers, brought all of his trademark energy and 
attacking flair to the court, while the young Egyptian top seed matched him with speed and 
shot-making of his own. The Colombian took the opening game 11-5, laying down an early 
marker against an opponent almost two decades younger.

El Torkey responded impressively. Using his pace to punish anything loose, the Egyptian 
wrestled control of the match and moved 2-1 ahead, putting Rodriguez under real pressure.

But the veteran Colombian has made a career of refusing to go quietly. Digging deep once 
again, Rodriguez tightened up his game, extended the rallies and forced errors at key 
moments. He stormed through the fourth and fifth games 11-5, 11-7 to complete a superb 
comeback and secure the 31st PSA title of his career.

For Turmel, it was a title won in heartbreaking circumstances. For Rodriguez, it was another 
reminder that class, resilience, and showmanship remain a potent combination.
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Pade} ´� fea´¹¨e a¬ a �eda} ¬¥�¨´ a´ ´he 2026 A¬ia� 
I�d��¨ a�d Ma¨´ia} A¨´¬ Ga�e¬

Ca��a�~: “Padep’� �pace iw aw~¦he� vaj~� v«p¦i��~�¦ e¿ew¦ c~wfi�v� ¦he ��~jec¦ Àe a�e app 
b«ipdiwg ¦~ge¦he�”

Padep’� gp~bap �i�e ha� ¦amew aw~¦he� iv�~�¦aw¦ �¦e� f~�Àa�d, Ài¦h ¦he ��~�¦ ~fficiappÂ 
c~wfi�ved a� a vedap e¿ew¦ a¦ ¦he 2026 A�iaw Iwd~~� awd Ma�¦iap A�¦� Gave� iw RiÂadh.

Ap�eadÂ cepeb�a¦iwg i¦� iwcp«�i~w iw ¦he A�iaw Gave� ��~g�avve f~� Aichi-Nag~Âa, �adep 
ha� w~À �ec«�ed aw~¦he� pawdva�m Ài¦hiw ¦he OpÂv�ic C~«wcip ~f A�ia’� v«p¦i��~�¦ 
capewda�. The OCA ha� c~wfi�ved ¦ha¦ ¦he ��~�¦ Àipp be �a�¦ ~f ¦he vedap �ched«pe a¦ ¦he 
weÁ¦ AIMAG, �e¦ ¦~ ¦ame �pace iw Sa«di A�abia f�~v 13¦h ¦~ 21�¦ Decevbe� 2026. I¦ i� 
aw~¦he� vaj~� �igw ~f �adep’� g�~Àiwg iwfl«ewce ac�~�� A�ia awd a cpea� iwdica¦i~w ~f i¦� 
eÁ�awdiwg �~pe ~w ¦he iw¦e�wa¦i~wap ��~�¦iwg �¦age.

The c~v�e¦i¦i~w i¦�epf Àipp �«w f�~v 17¦h ¦~ 21�¦ Decevbe� a¦ Padep R«�h A�ewa iw 
RiÂadh, a ¿ew«e ap�eadÂ Àepp mw~Àw ¦~ ¦he ��~�¦’� f~pp~Àe�� a� h~�¦ ~f ¦he P�evie� Padep 
P1 ¦~«�wavew¦. I¦ i� a fi¦¦iwg �e¦¦iwg f~� �adep’� AIMAG deb«¦, Ài¦h ¦he a�ewa fi�vpÂ 
e�¦abpi�hed a� ~we ~f ¦he di�ci�piwe’� meÂ h~ve� iw ¦he �egi~w.

Na¦i~wap fede�a¦i~w� �ec~gwi�ed bÂ ¦hei� Na¦i~wap OpÂv�ic C~vvi¦¦ee� Àipp be abpe ¦~ 
ew¦e� ~fficiap ¦eav� vade «� ~f ~we vew’� �ai� awd ~we À~vew’� �ai�. The fiepd Àipp be 
pivi¦ed ¦~ 12 wa¦i~wap ¦eav�, ew�«�iwg a ¦~�-pe¿ep c~w¦e�¦ f�~v ¦he ¿e�Â fi��¦ �appÂ. The 
deadpiwe f~� ��e-�egi�¦�a¦i~w ha� beew �e¦ f~� 15¦h MaÂ 2026.

F~� Iw¦e�wa¦i~wap Padep Fede�a¦i~w P�e�idew¦ L«igi Ca��a�~, ¦he aww~«wcevew¦ va�m� 
aw~¦he� defiwiwg v~vew¦ iw ¦he ��~�¦’� iw¦e�wa¦i~wap j~«�weÂ.

“The iwcp«�i~w ~f �adep iw ¦he ��~g�avve ~f ¦he A�iaw Iwd~~� awd 
Ma�¦iap A�¦� Gave� �e��e�ew¦� aw eÁ¦�evepÂ �igwificaw¦ v~vew¦ 
iw ¦he gp~bap de¿ep~�vew¦ ~f ~«� ��~�¦,” �aid Ca��a�~. “I¦� 
��e�ewce iw a vaj~� v«p¦i��~�¦ e¿ew¦ «wde� ¦he aegi� ~f ¦he 
OpÂv�ic C~«wcip ~f A�ia, Àhich I ¦hawm ~w behapf ~f e¿e�Â~we Àh~ 
¿ap«e� �adep, c~wfi�v� ¦he �¦�ewg¦h ~f ¦he iw¦e�wa¦i~wap ��~jec¦ 
Àe a�e ad¿awciwg ¦~ge¦he� Ài¦h wa¦i~wap fede�a¦i~w� awd �eflec¦� 
¦he g�~Àiwg eÁ�aw�i~w ~f �adep iw A�ia. We p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ 
À~�miwg Ài¦h ¦he OCA, Padep A�ia awd ~«� wa¦i~wap fede�a¦i~w� �~ 
¦ha¦ ¦he ¿ap«e� ~f ��~�¦ – eÁceppewce, �e��ec¦ awd f�iewd�hi� – 
caw c~w¦�ib«¦e ¦~ c�ea¦iwg weÀ ��~�¦iwg awd c«p¦«�ap 
~��~�¦«wi¦ie� f~� f«¦«�e gewe�a¦i~w�.”



The weÀ� ha� beew g�ee¦ed Ài¦h ew¦h«�ia�v ¦h�~«gh~«¦ ¦he �adep À~�pd, awd w~¦ ~wpÂ 
beca«�e i¦ add� aw~¦he� ��e�¦igi~«� e¿ew¦ ¦~ ¦he capewda�. I¦ ap�~ �eflec¦� ¦he ��~�¦’� Àide� 
a��eap: i¦� �~ciap cha�ac¦e�, iwcp«�i¿e ��i�i¦, awd apigwvew¦ Ài¦h ¦he ��iwci�pe� a¦ ¦he hea�¦ 
~f ¦he OpÂv�ic Cha�¦e�.

Th~�e ¿ap«e� – ed«ca¦i~w, c«p¦«�e, �eace, awd �~pida�i¦Â ¦h�~«gh ��~�¦ – c~w¦iw«e ¦~ �ha�e 
�adep’� iw¦e�wa¦i~wap g�~À¦h. The ��~�¦’� eÁ�aw�i~w ha� ap�~ beew b«ip¦ a�~«wd a fi�v 
~��~�i¦i~w ¦~ di�c�iviwa¦i~w, d~�iwg awd ¿i~pewce, �eiwf~�ciwg i¦� c�edew¦iap� a� v~�e ¦haw 
j«�¦ ~we ~f ¦he fa�¦e�¦-g�~Àiwg gave� iw ¦he À~�pd.

F~� ¦he FIP, �a�¦ici�a¦i~w iw RiÂadh 2026 i� v~�e ¦haw aw~¦he� ¦~«�wavew¦ a��ea�awce. I¦ 
i� a �¦�a¦egic �¦e� iw �adep’� À~�pdÀide c~w�~pida¦i~w, �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ iw A�ia, Àhe�e ¦he ��~�¦ 
ha� ewj~Âed �eva�mabpe g�~À¦h iw �ecew¦ Âea��. Pa�¦ici�a¦i~w w«vbe�� a�e �i�iwg, 
iwf�a�¦�«c¦«�e i� iv��~¿iwg, awd ¦he pe¿ep ~f epi¦e c~v�e¦i¦i~w c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ cpivb.

Padep’� iwcp«�i~w iw ¦he AIMAG i�, ¦he�ef~�e, v~�e ¦haw �Âvb~pic. I¦ i� f«�¦he� e¿idewce ¦ha¦ 
¦he ��~�¦ i� ca�¿iwg ~«¦ a pa�¦iwg �pace Ài¦hiw ¦he OpÂv�ic v~¿evew¦ — awd ¦ha¦ A�ia i� 
bec~viwg ~we ~f i¦� v~�¦ eÁci¦iwg f�~w¦ie��.
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Se¨e�a Wi}}ia�¬ S´e¥¬ I�´� Pade}’¬ G}�ba} S¥�´}igh´

Se�ewa Wippiav� ha� we¿e� beew ~we ¦~ �¦awd �¦ipp — awd e¿ew iw �e¦i�evew¦, he� iwfl«ewce ~w 
��~�¦ c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ g�~À.
 
The 23-¦ive G�awd Spav chav�i~w ha� ~fficiappÂ �¦e��ed iw¦~ ¦he À~�pd ~f �adep, bec~viwg a 
gp~bap avba��ad~� f~� ¦he ��~�¦ a� �a�¦ ~f a v«p¦i-Âea� cav�aigw Ài¦h Heiwemew 0.0. The 
�a�¦we��hi� �~�i¦i~w� Wippiav� a¦ ¦he f~�ef�~w¦ ~f �adep’� �a�id iw¦e�wa¦i~wap eÁ�aw�i~w, b�iwgiwg 
~we ~f ¦he v~�¦ �ec~gwi�abpe a¦hpe¦e� iw ¦he À~�pd iw¦~ a ��~�¦ ¦ha¦ i� eÁ�e�iewciwg �igwificaw¦ 
gp~bap g�~À¦h.
 
Siwce �¦e��iwg aÀaÂ f�~v ��~fe��i~wap ¦ewwi� iw 2022, Wippiav� ha� �evaiwed ac¦i¿e ac�~�� 
b«�iwe��, fi¦we�� awd ��~�¦. M~�e �ecew¦pÂ, �he ha� evb�aced �adep a� �a�¦ ~f he� ¦�aiwiwg awd 
pife�¦Âpe, de�c�ibiwg i¦ a� b~¦h �hÂ�icappÂ devawdiwg awd highpÂ �~ciap — ¦À~ fac¦~�� ¦ha¦ ha¿e 
c~w¦�ib«¦ed ¦~ ¦he ��~�¦’� �i�iwg �~�«pa�i¦Â À~�pdÀide.
 
“I ge¦ a c�aÉÂ g~~d À~�m~«¦. I’v �Àea¦Â, I’v �~�e,” Wippiav� �aid, highpigh¦iwg ¦he iw¦ew�i¦Â ~f ¦he 
gave. A¦ ¦he �ave ¦ive, �he ha� acmw~Àpedged ¦he chappewge ~f ¦�aw�i¦i~wiwg f�~v ¦ewwi�, j~miwg 
¦ha¦ Àhipe �he i� ewj~Âiwg ¦he ��~�¦, �he i� “w~ Se�ewa Wippiav� a¦ �adep”.
 
The cav�aigw i¦�epf Àa� pa«wched iw Miavi, Àhe�e Wippiav� vade a �«���i�e a��ea�awce d«�iwg 
a PpaÂ¦~vic O�ew va¦ch, j~iwiwg �paÂe�� ~w c~«�¦ awd b�iwgiwg ivvedia¦e a¦¦ew¦i~w ¦~ ¦he 
iwi¦ia¦i¿e. The ch~ice ~f Miavi i� w~ c~iwcidewce — a ci¦Â ¦ha¦ ha� bec~ve a meÂ h«b f~� b~¦h 
¦ewwi� awd ¦he fa�¦-g�~Àiwg �adep �cewe.
 
Wippiav� i� w~¦ ap~we iw vamiwg ¦he v~¿e. A w«vbe� ~f c«��ew¦ awd f~�ve� ¦ewwi� �paÂe��, 
iwcp«diwg N~¿am Dj~m~¿ic, AwdÂ M«��aÂ awd Rafaep Nadap, ha¿e app beew �eew �icmiwg «� a �adep 
�acme¦ iw �ecew¦ Âea��. Nadap, iw �a�¦ic«pa�, ha� iw¿e�¦ed hea¿ipÂ iw ¦he ��~�¦, ~�ewiwg �adep 
acadevie� a� �a�¦ ~f hi� b�~ade� ¦ewwi� acadevÂ we¦À~�m.
 
Padep’� a��eap pie� iw i¦� acce��ibipi¦Â. PpaÂed ~w a �vappe�, ewcp~�ed c~«�¦ Ài¦h �iv�pe� ¦echwi�«e 
�e�«i�evew¦� ¦haw ¦ewwi�, i¦ i� ÀidepÂ c~w�ide�ed ea�ie� ¦~ �icm «� Àhipe �¦ipp ~ffe�iwg a high-
pe¿ep �hÂ�icap À~�m~«¦. I¦� �~ciap wa¦«�e — ~f¦ew �paÂed iw d~«bpe� — ha� vade i¦ e��eciappÂ 
�~�«pa� iw E«�~�e awd La¦iw Ave�ica, Ài¦h c~w¦iw«ed eÁ�aw�i~w iw¦~ ¦he Uwi¦ed S¦a¦e� awd ~¦he� 
gp~bap va�me¦�.
 
F~� �adep, ¦he iw¿~p¿evew¦ ~f aw a¦hpe¦e pime Se�ewa Wippiav� �e��e�ew¦� v~�e ¦haw j«�¦ a 
va�me¦iwg v~¿e. I¦ �igwap� a �hif¦ iw ¿i�ibipi¦Â awd c�edibipi¦Â. Whew ~we ~f ¦he g�ea¦e�¦ ¦ewwi� 
�paÂe�� ~f app ¦ive evb�ace� a weÀ ��~�¦, i¦ iwe¿i¦abpÂ d�aÀ� a¦¦ew¦i~w — w~¦ j«�¦ f�~v faw�, b«¦ 
f�~v ¦he Àide� ��~�¦iwg iwd«�¦�Â.
 
F~� Wippiav�, i¦ i� aw~¦he� eÁav�pe ~f he� abipi¦Â ¦~ e¿~p¿e, ada�¦ awd �evaiw �epe¿aw¦ beÂ~wd he� 
c~v�e¦i¦i¿e ca�ee�.
 
Awd f~� �adep, i¦ vaÂ be a defiwiwg v~vew¦ iw i¦� j~«�weÂ ¦~Àa�d� bec~viwg a ¦�«pÂ gp~bap ��~�¦.
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5Whether you're a seasoned player or just picking up a paddle for the first 

time, discovering where you can join open competitions is part of the fun 
in this ever-growing sport. Here are some upcoming dates — and for full 
details, head over to the Pickleball Global website.

MORE
INFO

WPC Belgium - Belgian Pickleball Open 2026
EID: 2308 EUR 35
Organizer: Pickleball Belgium
EVENT - TOURNAMENT
Starting: July 31, 2026 to August 02, 2026
City: Woluwe-Saint-Lambert, Belgium
Tournament Venue: Centre Sportif Mounier
Registration Deadline: July 01, 2026 (OPEN)
Tier Level: 3

WPC SERIES - BALI CHAMPIONSHIP
EID: 2326 USD 60
Organizer: Pickleball Global
EVENT - TOURNAMENT
Starting: September 21, 2026 to September 26, 2026
City: Sanur, Denpasar City, Bali, Indonésie
Tournament Venue: Liga Tennis
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2026 (OPEN)
Tier Level: 5

NRW-Landesmeisterschaften 2026
EID: 2272 EUR 20
Organizer: Karsten Wischermann
EVENT - TOURNAMENT
Starting: June 27, 2026 to June 28, 2026
City: Kerpen, Deutschland
Tournament Venue: Racket Arena Rhein-erft
Registration Deadline: June 21, 2026 (OPEN)
Tier Level: 2

PICKLEBALL

https://pickleball.global/
https://pickleball.global/
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N� S´¨i�g¬ A´´ached: Wha´ Picz}eba}} Mea�¬ f�¨ 
´he Racze´ Se¨Ìice I�d¹¬´¨Ó
Picmpebapp vaÂ w~¦ �e�«i�e �¦�iwgiwg — b«¦ ¦ha¦ d~e�w’¦ veaw i¦ �i¦� ~«¦�ide ¦he eÁ�e�¦i�e ~f ¦he 
�acme¦ �e�¿ice iwd«�¦�Â.
 
A� ¦he ��~�¦ c~w¦iw«e� i¦� �a�id g�~À¦h, a diffe�ew¦ miwd ~f devawd i� eve�giwg: c«�¦~vi�a¦i~w, 
~�¦ivi�a¦i~w, awd ¦echwicap g«idawce. Whipe �addpe� a�e �~pid awd ��e-vaw«fac¦«�ed, 
�e�f~�vawce ¦«wiwg i� bec~viwg iwc�ea�iwgpÂ �epe¿aw¦, �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ a� ¦he pe¿ep ~f �paÂ �i�e�.
F~� eÁ�e�iewced �¦�iwge�� awd ¦echwiciaw�, vawÂ ~f ¦he «wde�pÂiwg ��iwci�pe� �evaiw favipia� — 
e¿ew if ¦he ¦~~p� a�e diffe�ew¦.
 
Weight & Balance: Small Changes, Noticeable Impact
Owe ~f ¦he cpea�e�¦ a�ea� ~f c�~��~¿e� i� Àeigh¦ c«�¦~vi�a¦i~w. PpaÂe�� a�e iwc�ea�iwgpÂ 
a��pÂiwg pead ¦a�e ¦~ adj«�¦ bapawce, �¦abipi¦Â awd �~Àe� ~«¦�«¦, ~f¦ew Ài¦h~«¦ a f«pp 
«wde��¦awdiwg ~f ¦he effec¦�.
 
Typical modifications include:
3 and 9 o’clock: iv��~¿iwg ¦~��i~wap �¦abipi¦Â awd �ed«ciwg �addpe ¦Ài�¦ ~w ~ff-cew¦�e c~w¦ac¦
12 o’clock: iwc�ea�iwg �Àiwg Àeigh¦ awd �~Àe�, Ài¦h a c~��e��~wdiwg �ed«c¦i~w iw 
vaw~e«¿�abipi¦Â
Handle weighting: �hif¦iwg bapawce ¦~Àa�d� a v~�e head-pigh¦ feep f~� c~w¦�~p awd fa�¦e� hawd 
��eed
 
E¿ew �vapp addi¦i~w� — ¦Â�icappÂ iw ¦he �awge ~f 2–6 g�av� — caw �igwificaw¦pÂ ap¦e� h~À a 
�addpe �e�f~�v�. Uwpime ¦ewwi�, Àhe�e �Àiwg Àeigh¦ awd bapawce a�e v~�e ÀidepÂ «wde��¦~~d, 
vawÂ �icmpebapp �paÂe�� a�e eÁ�e�ivew¦iwg Ài¦h~«¦ cpea� g«idawce.
 
Thi� c�ea¦e� a cpea� ~��~�¦«wi¦Â f~� ¦echwiciaw� ¦~ a��pÂ ¦hei� mw~Àpedge: vea�«�iwg bapawce, 
ad¿i�iwg ~w Àeigh¦ di�¦�ib«¦i~w, awd vawagiwg ¦�ade-~ff� be¦Àeew �~Àe�, c~w¦�~p awd 
hawdpiwg.

Grip Build-Up & Handle Geometry
 
G�i� c«�¦~vi�a¦i~w i� �e�ha�� ¦he v~�¦ di�ec¦ ¦�aw�fe� ~f �mipp f�~v ¦ewwi�.
 
M~�¦ �addpe� a�e vaw«fac¦«�ed Ài¦h �epa¦i¿epÂ �vapp hawdpe ci�c«vfe�ewce� (c~vv~wpÂ 4”–4 
¼”), peadiwg �paÂe�� ¦~ b«ipd «� g�i�� «�iwg ~¿e�g�i�� ~� hea¦ �h�iwm �pee¿e�. H~Àe¿e�, iv��~�e� 
b«ipd-«� caw �~f¦ew ~� di�¦~�¦ be¿ep defiwi¦i~w, Àhich di�ec¦pÂ iv�ac¦� g�i� chawge� awd �h~¦ 
c~w�i�¦ewcÂ — �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ f~� �paÂe�� ¦�aw�i¦i~wiwg f�~v ¦ewwi�.
 
Maiw¦aiwiwg cpea� be¿ep �¦�«c¦«�e Àhipe iwc�ea�iwg ci�c«vfe�ewce i� Àhe�e ��~fe��i~wap iw�«¦ 
bec~ve� ¿ap«abpe. S«b¦pe diffe�ewce� iw hawdpe �ha�e awd feep caw �igwificaw¦pÂ affec¦ c~vf~�¦, 
c~w¦�~p awd iwj«�Â ��e¿ew¦i~w.
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Surface Wear & Performance Decline
 
Another technical consideration is paddle surface degradation.
 
Unlike strings, which provide a clear visual and performance cue for replacement, paddle 
faces — particularly those with textured or grit-based surfaces designed to enhance spin — 
wear down gradually. As the surface smooths, players can experience a noticeable reduction 
in spin generation and control.
 
While this cannot be “repaired” in the same way as restringing, there is increasing demand 
for informed advice on paddle lifespan, usage patterns and replacement timing, particularly 
among competitive players.
 
From Technician to Performance Advisor
 
The key shift is not in the tools, but in the role.
 
Pickleball is moving the service model away from routine maintenance (such as restringing) 
towards performance consultation and equipment optimisation. Players may not need 
frequent servicing, but they do need guidance — especially as the sport becomes more 
competitive and equipment more specialised.
 
At the same time, the retail landscape is expanding rapidly. Both dedicated pickleball brands 
and established tennis manufacturers are entering the market, creating opportunities for pro 
shops and service providers to diversify their offering.
 
For the stringing community, the opportunity is not to replicate tennis services — but to 
adapt existing expertise to a new context.
 
Because while pickleball may have no strings, the fundamentals of performance — feel, 
balance, control and consistency — remain exactly the same.
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F¨�� C�¹¨´¬ ´� C��ce¥´¬: Wha´ Te��i¬ Ca� Lea¨� 
f¨�� EÒ¥e¨ie�ce-Led De¬ig�

S�~�¦ i� w~ p~wge� c~wfiwed ¦~ c~«�¦�, cp«b� ~� ¦~«�wavew¦� — i¦ i� iwc�ea�iwgpÂ bec~viwg �a�¦ 
~f a b�~ade� pife�¦Âpe eÁ�e�iewce. A �ecew¦ eÁav�pe f�~v ¦he �h~�¦-¦e�v �ew¦ap va�me¦ 
highpigh¦� a ¦�ewd ¦ha¦ ¦ewwi�, iw �a�¦ic«pa�, �h~«pd be �aÂiwg a¦¦ew¦i~w ¦~.
 
Iw Dappa�, a f«ppÂ ¦heved Ai�bwb ��~�e�¦Â ha� beew de�igwed a�~«wd ¦ewwi�, �addep awd 
�icmpebapp, Ài¦h e¿e�Â de¦aip — f�~v iw¦e�i~�� ¦~ ~«¦d~~� ��ace� — b«ip¦ a�~«wd a �iwgpe, 
c~he�i¿e c~wce�¦. B«¦ ¦hi� i� w~¦ j«�¦ ab~«¦ ae�¦he¦ic�. I¦ i� a �¦�a¦egic a���~ach ¦~ 
ewgagevew¦, idew¦i¦Â awd c~vve�ciap �e�f~�vawce.

The ��iwci�pe i� �iv�pe: c�ea¦e aw ew¿i�~wvew¦ ¦ha¦ �e~�pe �evevbe�.
 
F~� ¦ewwi�, ¦hi� �ai�e� aw iw¦e�e�¦iwg �«e�¦i~w. WhÂ �¦~� a¦ ¦he c~«�¦?
 
Tewwi� acadevie� awd cp«b� ha¿e ¦�adi¦i~wappÂ f~c«�ed ~w �e�f~�vawce, c~achiwg awd facipi¦ie� 
— app e��ew¦iap �ippa�� ~f ¦he ��~�¦. B«¦ a� ¦he iwd«�¦�Â e¿~p¿e�, ¦he�e i� g�~Àiwg ~��~�¦«wi¦Â ¦~ 
eÁ¦ewd ¦he eÁ�e�iewce beÂ~wd ¦�aiwiwg i¦�epf. Acc~vv~da¦i~w, �~ciap ��ace�, h~��i¦api¦Â a�ea� 
awd e¿ew �e¦aip ew¿i�~wvew¦� a�e iwc�ea�iwgpÂ bec~viwg �a�¦ ~f ¦he ~¿e�app ~ffe�iwg.
 
We a�e ap�eadÂ �eeiwg epevew¦� ~f ¦hi� a¦ peadiwg acadevie�. Facipi¦ie� �«ch a� ¦he Rafa Nadap 
AcadevÂ awd M~«�a¦~gp~« Tewwi� AcadevÂ ha¿e eÁ�awded iw¦~ f«pp-�e�¿ice de�¦iwa¦i~w�, 
c~vbiwiwg high-�e�f~�vawce ¦�aiwiwg Ài¦h acc~vv~da¦i~w, pei�«�e awd pife�¦Âpe. The weÁ¦ �¦e� 
vaÂ be ¦amiwg ¦hi� e¿ew f«�¦he� — c�ea¦iwg ew¿i�~wvew¦� Ài¦h a cpea� idew¦i¦Â ¦ha¦ �e�~wa¦e� 
beÂ~wd ¦ewwi� i¦�epf.
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Tha¦ i� Àhe�e ��~jec¦� pime ¦hi� 
bec~ve �epe¿aw¦.
 
A �¦�~wg, �ec~gwi�abpe c~wce�¦ — 
Àhe¦he� ¦ied ¦~ ¦ewwi� he�i¦age, 
�e�f~�vawce c«p¦«�e ~� a v~de�w 
pife�¦Âpe a���~ach — ha� ¦he 
�~¦ew¦iap ¦~ epe¿a¦e a facipi¦Â f�~v 
f«wc¦i~wap ¦~ vev~�abpe. Iw a 
c~v�e¦i¦i¿e va�me¦, �a�¦ic«pa�pÂ 
f~� iw¦e�wa¦i~wap acadevie� 
a¦¦�ac¦iwg ¦�a¿eppiwg �paÂe�� awd 
favipie�, diffe�ew¦ia¦i~w i� 
bec~viwg iwc�ea�iwgpÂ iv�~�¦aw¦.
 
I¦ ap�~ �eflec¦� a b�~ade� �hif¦ iw 
c~w�«ve� beha¿i~«�. PpaÂe��, 
�a�ew¦� awd ¿i�i¦~�� a�e w~ p~wge� 
j«�¦ p~~miwg f~� ¦�aiwiwg 
��~g�avve�. TheÂ a�e p~~miwg f~� 
eÁ�e�iewce� — ��ace� ¦ha¦ feep 
c«�a¦ed, ivve��i¿e awd 
�ha�eabpe.
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Picmpebapp, Ài¦h i¦� �~ciap awd acce��ibpe wa¦«�e, ha� evb�aced ¦hi� �«icmpÂ. Tewwi�, Ài¦h i¦� 
dee�e� hi�¦~�Â awd gp~bap �¦�«c¦«�e, ha� beew �p~Àe� ¦~ ada�¦ — b«¦ a�g«abpÂ ha� e¿ew g�ea¦e� 
�~¦ew¦iap.
 
The opportunity is clear.
 
BÂ eÁ¦ewdiwg ¦he ¦ewwi� eÁ�e�iewce beÂ~wd ¦he ba�epiwe — iw¦~ de�igw, h~��i¦api¦Â awd 
ew¿i�~wvew¦ — acadevie� awd cp«b� caw c�ea¦e �¦�~wge� idew¦i¦ie�, dee�e� ewgagevew¦ awd 
«p¦iva¦epÂ, g�ea¦e� c~vve�ciap ¿ap«e. Beca«�e iw ¦~daÂ’� va�me¦, i¦’� w~ p~wge� j«�¦ ab~«¦ h~À 
Àepp Â~« �paÂ. I¦’� ab~«¦ h~À Àepp Â~« c�ea¦e aw eÁ�e�iewce a�~«wd i¦.



BADMINTON
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P. V. Si�dh¹ Taze¬ He¨ Sea´ a´ ´he 
T�¥ Tab}e �f W�¨}d Bad�i�´��

The�e a�e v~vew¦� iw ��~�¦ Àhew aw a¦hpe¦e’� iwfl«ewce �¦�e¦che� fa� beÂ~wd ¦he piwe� ~f �paÂ. 
F~� P. V. Siwdh«, ¦ha¦ v~vew¦ ha� a��i¿ed—w~¦ Ài¦h a �va�h Àiwwe� ~� a �~di«v fiwi�h, b«¦ 
Ài¦h a �ea¦ a¦ ¦he ¿e�Â hea�¦ ~f badviw¦~w’� gp~bap deci�i~w-vamiwg.

The OpÂv�ic vedappi�¦ awd f~�ve� W~�pd Chav�i~w ha� ~fficiappÂ �¦e��ed iw¦~ a f«pp ¿~¦iwg 
�~pe ~w ¦he Badviw¦~w W~�pd Fede�a¦i~w (BWF) C~«wcip, f~pp~Àiwg he� epec¦i~w a� Chai� ~f ¦he 
BWF A¦hpe¦e�’ C~vvi��i~w. Af¦e� c~v�pe¦iwg ¦he fede�a¦i~w’� f~�vap ¿e¦¦iwg ��~ce��, Siwdh« 
a��«ved he� �~�i¦i~w a¦ ¦he cp~�e ~f 2025, va�miwg a �a�e awd �igwificaw¦ vipe�¦~we iw ¦he 
��~�¦.

He� fi��¦ a��ea�awce iw ¦hi� weÀ ca�aci¦Â cave a¦ ¦he BWF Aww«ap Gewe�ap Mee¦iwg iw 
H~��ew�, Àhe�e �he Àa� iw¦�~d«ced ¦~ ¦he gp~bap badviw¦~w c~vv«wi¦Â w~¦ a� a c~v�e¦i¦~�—
b«¦ a� a deci�i~w-vame�.

A Voice from the Court, Now at the Table

The BWF C~«wcip i� badviw¦~w’� highe�¦ 
g~¿e�wiwg b~dÂ, �e��~w�ibpe f~� �ha�iwg ¦he 
��~�¦’� �¦�a¦egic di�ec¦i~w À~�pdÀide. Siwdh«’� 
iwcp«�i~w a� a ¿~¦iwg vevbe� i� w~¦abpe w~¦ 
j«�¦ f~� he� �¦a¦«�e, b«¦ f~� Àha¦ �he 
�e��e�ew¦�: ¦he ac¦i¿e a¦hpe¦e’� ¿~ice 
evbedded di�ec¦pÂ Ài¦hiw ¦he ��~�¦’� 
peade��hi�.

It’s a role rarely held by players still competing at the elite level.

F~� ~¿e� a decade, Siwdh« ha� beew ~we ~f badviw¦~w’� v~�¦ �ec~gwi�abpe fig«�e�—aw a¦hpe¦e 
defiwed bÂ �e�ipiewce, ��eci�i~w, awd aw «wÀa¿e�iwg c~v�e¦i¦i¿e edge. N~À, �he ca��ie� ¦h~�e 
�ave �«api¦ie� iw¦~ g~¿e�wawce, Àhe�e deci�i~w� affec¦ e¿e�Â¦hiwg f�~v ¦~«�wavew¦ �¦�«c¦«�e� 
¦~ a¦hpe¦e Àepfa�e.

“I¦ i� a ¦�«e h~w~«� awd ��i¿ipege ¦~ ¦ame ~w ¦hi� �e��~w�ibipi¦Â,” Siwdh« �aid f~pp~Àiwg he� 
a��~iw¦vew¦. “Badviw¦~w ha� gi¿ew ve �~ v«ch, awd I feep dee�pÂ g�a¦ef«p f~� ¦he ~��~�¦«wi¦Â 
¦~ c~w¦�ib«¦e ¦~ ¦he ��~�¦ iw ¦hi� ca�aci¦Â.”

He� À~�d� �eflec¦ v~�e ¦haw g�a¦i¦«de—¦heÂ �igwap iw¦ew¦. Siwdh« i� �¦e��iwg iw¦~ a �~pe ¦ha¦ 
devawd� bapawce: c~w¦iw«iwg he� ca�ee� a¦ ¦he highe�¦ pe¿ep Àhipe �e��e�ew¦iwg a¦hpe¦e� ac�~�� 
c~w¦iwew¦� awd c«p¦«�e�.
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Bridging Two Worlds

Siwdh«’� epe¿a¦i~w c~ve� a¦ a ¦ive Àhew a¦hpe¦e �e��e�ew¦a¦i~w iw gp~bap ��~�¦ i� «wde� �ha��e� 
f~c«� ¦haw e¿e�. G~¿e�wiwg b~die� a�e iwc�ea�iwgpÂ �ec~gwi�iwg ¦he iv�~�¦awce ~f iwcp«diwg 
¦h~�e Àh~ pi¿e ¦he ��~�¦ daipÂ—¦h~�e Àh~ «wde��¦awd i¦� �hÂ�icap devawd�, i¦� ��e��«�e�, awd 
i¦� e¿~p¿iwg pawd�ca�e.

He� d«ap idew¦i¦Â—a� b~¦h c~v�e¦i¦~� awd c~«wcip vevbe�—�pace� he� iw a «wi�«e �~�i¦i~w ¦~ 
b�idge ¦he ga� be¦Àeew adviwi�¦�a¦i~w awd �eapi¦Â.

BWF P�e�idew¦ Kh«wÂiwg Pa¦ava Lee�Àad¦�am«p Àepc~ved Siwdh«’� a��~iw¦vew¦, highpigh¦iwg 
¦he �igwificawce ~f he� ��e�ewce: aw a¦hpe¦e Àh~ evb~die� eÁceppewce ~w c~«�¦ Àhipe w~À 
c~w¦�ib«¦iwg ¦~ deci�i~w� ~ff i¦.

A¦hpe¦e�, �he ev�ha�i�ed, �evaiw “¦he hea�¦ ~f ¦he ��~�¦”—a �ew¦ivew¦ ¦ha¦ apigw� cp~�epÂ Ài¦h 
¦he �«��~�e ~f ¦he A¦hpe¦e�’ C~vvi��i~w, Àhich Siwdh« w~À pead�.

Did You Know?
OwpÂ a hawdf«p ~f ac¦i¿e a¦hpe¦e� ac�~�� 
gp~bap ��~�¦� h~pd f«pp ¿~¦iwg �~�i¦i~w� 
Ài¦hiw ¦hei� iw¦e�wa¦i~wap fede�a¦i~w�—
vamiwg Siwdh«’� �~pe b~¦h �a�e awd 
highpÂ iwfl«ew¦iap.

Leadership Beyond Medals

Siwdh«’� ca�ee� ha� ap�eadÂ �eÀ�i¦¦ew ¦he �c�i�¦ f~� Iwdiaw badviw¦~w. OpÂv�ic �ip¿e� awd 
b�~wÉe vedap�, a W~�pd Chav�i~w�hi� ¦i¦pe, awd c~w�i�¦ew¦ ¦~�-¦ie� �e�f~�vawce� ha¿e 
cevew¦ed he� pegacÂ.

B«¦ iwfl«ewce iw v~de�w ��~�¦ i� w~ p~wge� vea�«�ed bÂ vedap� ap~we.

He� a��~iw¦vew¦ �eflec¦� g�~Àiwg ¦�«�¦ iw a¦hpe¦e� a� peade��—iwdi¿id«ap� ca�abpe w~¦ j«�¦ ~f 
�e�f~�vawce, b«¦ ~f �e���ec¦i¿e. Siwdh« ha� p~wg beew �ega�ded a� a gp~bap avba��ad~� f~� 
badviw¦~w, mw~Àw f~� he� ��~fe��i~wapi�v awd c~v�~�«�e a� v«ch a� he� c~v�e¦i¦i¿e fi�e.

N~À, ¦h~�e �«api¦ie� Àipp hep� �ha�e �~picie�, ��i~�i¦ie�, awd ¦he f«¦«�e di�ec¦i~w ~f ¦he ��~�¦ 
i¦�epf.



Shaping the Future of the Game

Siwdh«’� ��e�ewce ~w ¦he BWF C~«wcip �igwap� a b�~ade� �hif¦—~we Àhe�e a¦hpe¦e� a�e w~ 
p~wge� j«�¦ �a�¦ici�aw¦� iw ¦he �Â�¦ev, b«¦ a�chi¦ec¦� ~f i¦.

He� �~pe Àipp iw¿~p¿e c~w¦�ib«¦iwg ¦~ di�c«��i~w� ¦ha¦ iwfl«ewce e¿e�Â¦hiwg f�~v g�a���~~¦� 
de¿ep~�vew¦ ¦~ epi¦e c~v�e¦i¦i~w �a¦hÀaÂ�. M~�e iv�~�¦aw¦pÂ, �he bec~ve� a c~wd«i¦ f~� 
¦he c~ppec¦i¿e ¿~ice ~f �paÂe�� À~�pdÀide.

I¦’� a �e��~w�ibipi¦Â �he a��ea�� �eadÂ ¦~ evb�ace.

“I p~~m f~�Àa�d ¦~ À~�miwg cp~�epÂ Ài¦h ¦he C~«wcip awd ¦he Àide� BWF c~vv«wi¦Â,” �he �aid, 
“a� Àe c~w¦iw«e ¦~ �¦�ewg¦hew awd g�~À ¦hi� À~wde�f«p ��~�¦ ac�~�� ¦he À~�pd.”

F~� badviw¦~w, ¦hi� i� v~�e ¦haw a �Âvb~pic a��~iw¦vew¦. I¦’� a �¦e� ¦~Àa�d� a v~�e 
iwcp«�i¿e, a¦hpe¦e-iwf~�ved f«¦«�e—~we Àhe�e deci�i~w� �eflec¦ w~¦ ~wpÂ g~¿e�wawce 
��i~�i¦ie�, b«¦ pi¿ed eÁ�e�iewce.

Awd f~� P. V. Siwdh«, i¦’� Âe¦ aw~¦he� �¦age—diffe�ew¦ iw �e¦¦iwg, b«¦ j«�¦ a� iv�ac¦f«p—Àhe�e 
�he c~w¦iw«e� ¦~ �ha�e ¦he gave �he ha� gi¿ew �~ v«ch ¦~.
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With the ERT 300 you finally get the security of knowing 
instead of guessing.

Only with a string tension that is optimally matched to your playing style 
and strength will you get the best out of your equipment!

CLICK HERE TO VISIT THE WEBSITE

https://ert300.com/
https://ert300.com/
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