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FOUNDER'’S DESK

The Global Festive Economy: Where Culture,
Commerce & Community Meet

As we enter the festive season, cities and communities
across India and around the world begin to come alive
with celebration. From Navratri and Durga Puja to
Dussehra and the many cultural traditions observed by
Indian communities globally, this time of year represents
much more than celebration. It is also a period of
increased economic activity, entrepreneurship,
community engagement and opportunity.

For businesses, the festive season brings a significant
shift in consumer behavior. People shop, travel, dine,
gift, attend events and invest in experiences.

Small businesses prepare for increased demand, established brands launch new
campaigns, entrepreneurs introduce seasonal products and services, and digital
platforms create new ways for businesses to connect with customers.

For businesses, the festive season brings a significant shift in consumer behavior.
People shop, travel, dine, gift, attend events and invest in experiences. Small
businesses prepare for increased demand, established brands launch new campaigns,
entrepreneurs introduce seasonal products and services, and digital platforms create
new ways for businesses to connect with customers.

What makes this particularly interesting is that the festive economy is no longer limited
by geography.

Indian festivals have a growing presence across North America, the United Kingdom,
the Middle East, Europe, Australia and other parts of the world. The Indian diaspora
continues to create markets for Indian products, food, fashion, entertainment and
experiences, while also introducing Indian traditions to wider communities. This
creates opportunities not only for established companies but also for entrepreneurs
and small businesses looking to take their products and ideas beyond their home
markets

For entrepreneurs, this season is a reminder that culture can be a powerful driver of
business. Traditional skills, regional products, food, fashion, handicrafts and
celebrations can become successful businesses when combined with innovation,
quality branding and access to global markets.




At the same time, today's consumers are changing. Digital commerce, social media,
influencer marketing and quick delivery have transformed how people discover and
purchase products. Businesses that understand these changing expectations can
use the festive season not simply to increase short-term sales, but to build stronger
customer relationships and long-term brand loyalty.

There is also an important community dimension to the festive season. Festivals
bring people together, create opportunities for networking and strengthen
connections between businesses and the communities they serve. For organizations
such as the Punjabi Chamber of Commerce, this connection between business and
community is particularly meaningful.

Our mission has always been to create a platform where entrepreneurs, professionals
and business leaders can connect, learn from one another and create opportunities.
In today's

increasingly interconnected world, these relationships can extend well beyond local
communities and national borders.

This is also why initiatives such as PunjabiTech are important to our broader vision.
By bringing together technology professionals, entrepreneurs, innovators, investors
and digital leaders from across the world, we are creating another avenue for
members to exchange ideas, identify opportunities and build meaningful connections
in a rapidly changing business environment.

As we celebrate this festive season, | encourage our members to look beyond the
immediate commercial opportunities and think about the larger possibilities. How can
your business serve a changing customer? How can a local idea reach a global
market? How can technology help preserve and expand traditional businesses? And
how can our business communities work together to create opportunities for the next
generation?

Festivals remind us of the importance of connection, generosity and community.
These are values that are equally important in business.

At the Punjabi Chamber of Commerce, we remain committed to building a global
business community where relationships lead to collaboration, ideas lead to
opportunities, and businesses can grow together.

| wish all our members, their families and communities a joyful, prosperous and
successful festive season.

WARM REGARDS,

GURPREET (GARY) PASRICHA
FOUNDER

PUNJABI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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MORTGAGE

—— BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

HERMAN SINGH

OMNI MORTGAGE CORP.

k Mortgage Professional | Trusted Mortgage Guidance
SERVING CLIENTS SINCE Residential &
1996 Commercial
Mortgages

~ “Knowledge. Experience. Service.”

Helping individuals, families and businesses navigate
mortgage decisions with knowledge, experience and
personalized guidance.

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS |~
@

HOME REFINANCING COMMERCIAL SPECIALIZED
PURCHASE MORTGAGES LOAN PROGRAMS
Find mortgage | Explore opportunities Financing for Conventional - FHA

solutions suited to restructure commercial properties Jumbo - Other
to your needs. existing home and business needs. | Financing Options

financing.

A FAMILY BUSINESS.
A PERSONAL APPROACH.

Gwdlng clients through important
mortgage decisions with the personal

service they deserve.

25+ YEARS ., RESIDENTIAL + ©,_® PERSONALIZED NEW YORK-BASED
OF BUSINESS d COMMERCIAL A" MORTGAGE GUIDANCE EXPERTISE

[

118-18 101st Avenue info@omnimortgage.com REGISTERED MORTGAGE BROKER —
A
Richmond Hill, NY 11419 @ www.omnimortgage.com NYS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES OPPORTUNITY

Q OMNI MORTGAGE CORP. & (718) 441-7000 NMLS# 20542 | NMLS# 1071249 @



A Seat for Everyone at the Festival Table

As a Sikh woman and educator, | have learned that the best celebrations include
more people — and cost the earth less.

The festive season is almost upon us. In the coming weeks, homes will glow with
diyas for Diwali and Bandi Chhor Divas, menorahs will be lit for Hanukkah, and
Christmas trees will appear in living rooms around the world. Every culture seems to
reach for light in the darkest months of the year.

| love this season. But as an educator and a Sikh woman, | have started asking
harder questions about how we celebrate—who gets included, and what our
celebrations cost the world around us.

Celebrating with, not just about

In many classrooms, there is an unspoken holiday hierarchy: some festivals get the
crafts and the songs, while others get a passing mention — if that. Children notice. A
child whose family observes Bandi Chhor Divas or Hanukkah quickly learns whether
their celebration counts as "real."

True inclusion is not about listing every festival on a calendar. It is about celebrating
with people, not just about their traditions. Ask your neighbours how they observe
the season. Taste the food. Let children share their own traditions in their own
words.

My faith gave me a living model: the langar. In every gurdwara, a free meal is served
to all — regardless of religion or background. Everyone sits together and eats the
same food. There is no head table. Imagine if our festive seasons worked that way —
every table a langar table, with a seat for everyone

The freedom behind the lights

For Sikhs, this season brings Bandi Chhor Divas, the Day of Liberation, on
November 8th alongside Diwali. It marks the release of Guru Hargobind Ji from
imprisonment — along with fifty-two princes he refused to leave behind. We light
diyas to remember that freedom means little unless we share it.

That story shapes how | see celebration. Our Gurus taught sarbat da bhala, the
welfare of all, and seva, selfless service. A festival that leaves people out, or harms
the world we share, has missed something essential.



Lighting diyas the earth can live with

The morning after the fireworks, the air is thick, and the streets are strewn with
debris. None of our joy requires this — only rethinking. Clay diyas give more warmth
than fireworks, without choking the air our children breathe. Cook to feed people,
not to impress them. Choose one thoughtful gift over five hurried ones. Decorations
of cloth and flowers, reused each year, carry more memory than anything
disposable.

Sustainability, | have come to believe, is seva extended to the earth.

Children learn celebration by watching us. When they see us welcome the
unfamiliar, waste less, and give with intention, they absorb what no lesson can
teach: joy and responsibility are not opposites.

So this season, | offer a small invitation. Light your diyas, your menorah, your tree —
and set one more plate at the table for someone whose festival is not yours. Ask,
before the season begins: who is missing from my table, and what will my joy leave
behind?

The lights are loveliest when everyone can see them.

DR. NAGINA PARMAR
MEMBER (TORONTO CHAPTER)
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Through PCC, I connected with the right
people and found a trusted partner for
my U.S. expansion.

What started as a conversation at a PCC event turned into a
real business opportunity. The network here is genuine,
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Simran Arora
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Enabling Enterprises, moloa
Inspiring Innovators. | it -

Mokxa help enterprise leaders scale with precision through customized
solutions designed for their business goals. Fusing human ingenuity with
the power of Al to drive measurable business impact across industries.

The Mokxa Advantage

$8.5B 300K 3.2B

Revenue Innovations Citizens
Enabled Deployed Empowered

Our Capabilities Stack, for AI-Native Tfmn_sf@rmation.

Al First Al Augmented . Al Ready Platforms
Capabilities Tech Services & Solutons

Rapid Solution Development Advisory & Consulting / Joget

Operational Optimization Incubation Labs y VZiiBL

M&A Tech Transformation Product Engineering / / VendorNet

Emerging Tech Planning Data Enablement . j ProcurePro

Transformative Innovation
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Real Clients. Real Results.
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MEMBER VOICE

The right network

gave our business
a clearer direction.

PCC connected me with experienced
professionals who were willing to share
insight, open doors and support
meaningful progress. It feels less like
networking—and more like building
alongside people who want you S -
to succeed. |

Arjun Malhotra
PCC Member

@ www.punjabichamber.com

Relationships That Move Business Forward. Qo +1732-837-4840
™ admin@punjabichamber.com



BUILT ON TRUST
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Global Realty Services USA is a national commercial real
estate firm delivering exceptional value for real estate
occupiers, owners, and investors.

The firm's experts provide value-added, client-centric
investment sales, leasing, advisory, management and
financing services to clients across the office, retail,

industrial, multi-family and hospitality sectors. We also SONNY MALHOTRA

help our clients with bonus depreciations.
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CONTACT US WITH ANY QUESTIONS
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The Diaspora Behind the Global Festive Economy

BY DAVID H. NACHMAN, ESQ., NPZ LAW GROUP - IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

The festive season has always carried an economic weight in the diaspora
community that goes beyond the holiday itself. Diwali, Navratri, and the string of
celebrations that follow in the fall bring a predictable rise in cross-border activity:
families traveling to see each other, gifts and goods moving between countries, and
money flowing home to relatives. For businesses that serve or employ members of
the diaspora, that seasonal rhythm is worth paying attention to, and immigration
timing is part of what makes it work.

Every year, a meaningful share of international travel out of India is tied to visiting
family living abroad rather than tourism in the traditional sense, and the reverse is
just as true here in the United States. Families with roots in India, Pakistan, or
elsewhere in South Asia plan trips around the festival calendar months in advance,
often coordinating visits so that grandparents can be present for Diwali, a wedding,
or a new baby's first celebrations. That travel depends on visitor visas being
processed and approved with enough lead time, and consular wait times have not
gotten shorter in recent years. A family planning to bring a parent over for the
holidays in November needs to be thinking about that application well before the
season actually arrives.

This matters for employers too. Diaspora-owned businesses and companies with a
significant South Asian workforce often see requests for time off cluster around the
same weeks each fall, and some of that time off is tied not just to celebrating the
holiday but to hosting visiting family or traveling to see them. Businesses that plan
ahead, rather than treating these requests as they come in, tend to handle the
season more smoothly.

There is also a commercial dimension that connects back to trade and market
planning. The same diaspora that travels and sends money home during the festive
season is also a consumer base, a source of remittances that supports family
businesses abroad, and in many cases a bridge for companies looking to expand
into South Asian markets. Businesses that understand the travel patterns and family
obligations shaping that community are better positioned to plan around them,
whether that means scheduling product launches, adjusting staffing, or simply being
realistic about when key people will be available.



None of this is complicated once it is accounted for, but it tends to get overlooked
when festive season planning happens separately from immigration and travel
planning. A visitor visa application for a parent or in-law is not a last-minute errand.
A company relying on a diaspora workforce or diaspora customers benefits from
building the festive calendar into its planning the same way it would build in any
other predictable seasonal pattern.

The global festive economy is not just about spending. It is about families finding a
way to be together across long distances, and the visa and travel processes that
make those reunions possible are as much a part of the season as the celebrations
themselves. Businesses that keep that in view, rather than treating immigration as a
separate track from culture and commerce, tend to serve their communities better
when the season arrives.

DAVID H. NACHMAN,
MEMBER (NEW JERSEY CHAPTER)
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P&J FUEL

FUEL TO TAKE YOU FURTHER

Wholesale Distributor of
Branded & Unbranded
Gasoline & Diesel

BRANDS OFFERED BY P&J FUEL:

Aco @ @ ® g @ 38 {3 Exon Mobll acos &
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COMPETITIVE HIGH-QUALITY EXPERIENCE RESPOND TO
PRICING OPERATIONS YOU CAN TRUST CUSTOMER NEEDS
The highest quality gasoline  Complete satisfactionto  Provide fuel savings  Response to customer's needs
and the most competitive both our customers while preserving in an efficient and timely
pricing in the industry and partners quality manner is our guarantee

RACK MINUS SUPPLY CONTRACTS WITH EXXONMOBIL, SHELL, GULF, CITGO, SUNOCO, AND BP!
LOWEST UNBRANDED PRICING IN THE TRI-STATE!

P & J FUEL, INC. Office: (732) 382 5100
SERVING NJ | NY | PA| DE | TX Jasbir Singh Chandi Cell:_(gp8) 720 3032

(President/Founder) | Email: info@pandjfuel.com
210 Westfield Ave | Clark NJ, 07066 Web: www.pjfuel.com




SAMRA

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
A Member of Advisory Services Network, LLC
We focus on the inherent needs of our clients, tailoring solutions to help build or transfer wealth, protect and
preserve income & wealth, establish taxation strategies, create insurance plans and assist with succession or exit
planning. As fiduciaries, we are transparent and place the interest of our clients first, customizing portfolio design
individualized for the needs of our clients.

QOur advisory solutions capabilities allow us to serve Federal, State & Municipal Government, Institutions,
Endowments, Corporations and Individuals throughout the United States.

WHY SAMRA WEALTH MANAGEMENT ?

As a Premier Wealth Management Advisor, we look beyond the day-to-day fluctuations of the
financial markets and focus on what is important to the select families and institutions we work
with. Our business model allows us to do what is right for our clients.
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Dynamic Financlal Plan Trust & Estate Planning/
& Portfollo Construction Charitablo Glving Insuranca Planfing

Business Succoassion Social Security
Taxatlon Stratogy & Legacy Planning Planning
A A
.~ —
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E "--o @ |
Private Wealth Management Enterprise
A range of customized solutions to fulfill the needs Tailored solution specific to sector and size, focused on
of select clients, including investment management, cash management, taxation strategy and succession

taxation strategy, wealth transfer, and insurance planning.  planning. Seamless 401(k), 403(b) transfer, and group
benefit initiation.

Institutional Government

Executive compensation, concentrated stock and key A focus towards university endowments, federal

person insurance are just a few of the strategies we agencies, state and municipal government, in assisting
leverage for executives. with portfolic management, alternative asset consultancy,

and advising on qualified plans

100 Overlook Center, FL 2
Princeton, NJ 08540
T. 609-375-2097

www.SamraWealthManagement.com
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Punjabi technology Startups and Technology Global opportunities
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worldwide in Punjab
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PASRICHA AND PATEL

CORPORATE & IMMIGRATION ATTORNEYS

Since 19935, Pasricha & Patel LLC has been
representing Individuals and Businesses by providing Prompt,
Courteous, and Professional Service

P& P EXPERTISE

+ Business Immigration + Mergers & Acquisitions
+ Family Immigration « Corporate Structuring

+ Real Estate Transactions + Technology Law

+ Business Transactions + Startups / Capital Raises

+ Commercial Loans + Commercial Litigation

+ Labor Audits v Trust & Estates

EDISON NEW YORK LONG ISLAND
1794 OAK TREE ROAD 381 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 55 NORTH BROADWAY
EDISON, NJ 08820 SUITE 1220 NEW YORK, NY SUITE 201, HICKSVILLE, NY
10016 11801

www.pasricha.com




EXECUTIVE
MEDICINE

ELEVATE YOUR

HEALTH -

T0 MATCH YOUR SUCCESS

TIME-EFFICIENT AND COMPREHENSIVE
ACCESSIBLE CARE

We understand your time is precious. Skip the From preventive care to managing
waiting rooms with direct access to your doctor, chronic conditions, we’re equipped to
offering same-day or next-day appointments. handle all aspects of your health.
|
|
; |
) CONVENIENCE DISCRETION LEADERS
oae ASSURED '
always arise from 9 to 5. Get private as your business are  should ~ be
24/7 access to medical d s. We provide a o fit Yo We offer
advice, because your health co tial  environment alized care plans
doesn’t take a break. for all your health concerns. idiaround your blsy

le and specific health

CONTACT EXECUTIVE MEDICINE PC:

732-392-7200

info@executivemedicinenj.com

www.executivemedicinenj.com




CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Dussehra:

A Celebration of Courage
and Rgnewal

Honouring the victory of good over evil—and the values that bring us together.

Celebrated across India and by
communities worldwide, Dussehra

marks Lord Rama’s victory over Ravana.

The festival carries a lasting message:
courage, truth and integrity can

overcome even the greatest challenges.

From Ramlila performances to
gatherings around Ravana effigies,
traditions vary across regions. What
unites them is a shared spirit of
reflection, renewal and hope—passed
from one generation to the next.

QG

For a global community, occasions
like Dussehra are also a chance to
reconnect with our roots, share
traditions with neighbours and
strengthen the bonds that bring
people together.

As the festive season unfolds, may
we carry its values into everyday life:
act with purpose, support one another
and welcome new beginnings.

Let integrity guide us.
Let community strengthen us.



HERITAGE & COMMUNITY

Bandi Chhor Divas

Freedom with compassion. A legacy of service.

A celebration that reminds us to seek freedom together—
and care for one another.

A legacy of liberation

Bandi Chhor Divas honours Guru Hargobind
Sahib, the sixth Sikh Guru, and his release
from Gwalior Fort alongside 52 imprisoned
rulers. Remembered for his concern for those
who remained captive, the occasion places
compassion and collective freedom at its heart.

& May we celebrate freedom
by helping others move
forward.

Faith expressed through service

Observed around Diwali, the day brings Sikh
communities together for prayer, kirtan and
seva. llluminated gurdwaras reflect a spirit of
hope, while langar welcomes people of every
background to share a meal as equals.

A message for every community

Its meaning reaches beyond a celebration

of the past. Supporting a neighbour, sharing
our time and opening doors for others are
everyday ways to honour this legacy. For our
global community, it is a reminder that progress
carries greater meaning when it is shared.
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Connect Beyond Borders.

PCC Import & Export Business Network

Bring your trade ambitions into a community built around
knowledge, relationships and collaboration.

.
A stronger network for your next move

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS INFORMED DECISIONS
OOO Meet importers, exporters and _I]I] Exchange market insights and
@ professionals across the trade 2 stay connected to global trade
ecosystem. conversations.
' EXPERT PERSPECTIVES ROOM TO COLLABORATE

~ 4
-O- Learn from experienced @ Explore relationships that can
= professionals through practical support your business journey.

discussions.

Start a conversation with PCC

For network enquiries: admin@punjabichamber.com




pUNJAslﬂ
PCC MENTOR-MENTEE PROGRAM CHAMBER

| o COMMERCE
Experience Shared.
Potential Strengthened.

Connect with experienced professionals, gain fresh
perspectives and take your next step with greater confidence.

Make room for your next chapter

0o PERSONAL GUIDANCE @ PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVES

N Discuss your goals and challenges Learn from real professional
with an experienced mentor. = journeys and everyday decisions.

CONFIDENCE TO ACT 000 MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
DDI] Build clarity around the steps ('mj Grow through conversations,

that matter to you. shared learning and community.

@ ‘ Interested in mentoring or being mentored?

Connect with PCC: admin@punjabichamber.com
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Find Your Place.
Build Your Network.

PCC Membership

Join a community where professionals, entrepreneurs and emerging
leaders connect, exchange ideas and grow together.

afCOMMERCE
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A community for every stage

(@) PCC CHARTER MEMBER PCC IT GROUP
@ For established leaders and — For technology professionals
visionary organisations. and innovators.
(= PCC STANDARD MEMBER PCC STUDENT MEMBER
| | For business owners and For students and aspiring

professionals. professionals.

Connect. Share. Move Forward.

Build meaningful relationships, exchange perspectives and explore opportunities
through a global business community.

SCANTO

Explore the membership that fits you. REGISTER

Membership enquiries: admin@punjabichamber.com
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ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

Put Your Business
in Good Company.

Advertise with Punjabi Chamber of Commerce

Introduce your brand to a community of business owners,
pnfesisionals and entrepreneurs through PCC’s communication channels. \‘v‘.

Visibility through the right connections

— NEWSLETTER DIGITAL COMMUNITY
—= PRESENCE VISIBILITY % RELEVANCE
Share your business Explore advertising

Introduce your brand

message alongside opportunities across to people engaged in
community stories PCC’s digital channels. business and
and insights.

collaboration.

Request advertising details DA manisha.singh@punjabichamber.com

Tell us about your business. Let's explore the right placement. @ www.punjabichamber.com
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Celebrations
Create

Where culture drives
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GLOBAL OUTLOOK PEOPLE & BUSINESS INSIGHTS WHAT’S NEXT
1 COMMUNITY i
Trends shaping Storiaskliat Ideas for new Perspectives

markets. | inspire , opportunities. for what's ahead.
@ 1794 Oak Tree Road, For Content & Programs |

Edison, NJ Marketing & Advertising related

@ +1 732"837‘4840 qUEﬁES, write to
admin@punjabichamber.com

www.punjabichamber.com
Be Seen. Be Heard. Lead the Future. ‘ FOLLOW US ON @@@@
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