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Buying a home in winter brings its own kind of magic -
snow-covered landscapes, cozy evenings by the fireplace,
crisp mountain air, and the excitement of finding a place to
call your own.
This guide is designed to make your home-buying journey
easier, smoother, and more enjoyable from start to finish.
Whether you're purchasing your very first home or
preparing for your next chapter, you'll find helpful
checklists, practical tips, and valuable real estate insights
throughout these pages.
We'll explore what makes buying a home in winter unique,
what to look for when viewing properties during the colder
months, and how to navigate everything from financing
and home inspections to making an offer and getting the
keys to your new home.
While winter may bring colder temperatures, it can also
bring exciting opportunities for homebuyers. I'll be here to
guide you every step of the way, helping you make
informed decisions with confidence and your best
interests at heart.
Let's make this winter the season you find a place you'll
truly love calling home - because it's all about 
LOVING WHERE YOU LIVE!

Hello & Welcome

Jana



As a proud Cochrane resident for over 10 years, I am deeply rooted in
our community and passionate about helping others feel at home
here. Beyond real estate, I volunteer whenever possible and host
community, charity, and networking events - all of which reflect my
commitment to building trust and connection.

In today’s fast-paced digital landscape, effective marketing is
paramount. I take pride in leveraging modern strategies to ensure
your property reaches the widest possible audience. From
professional photography and virtual tours to targeted online
campaigns and engaging social media strategies, I employ innovative
tools to highlight your home’s unique appeal.

This forward-thinking approach, paired with my extensive network
and proactive communication, delivers a seamless and successful
buying or selling experience tailored to the demands of today’s
market.

MEET JANA

At the heart of my service is a true
commitment to my clients’ success. I
understand that buying or selling a
home is one of life’s most significant
decisions, and I provide personalized
guidance and support every step of
the way.

When you choose to work with me,
you’re not just hiring a REALTOR® -
you’re gaining a dedicated partner
who will go above and beyond to help
you LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE.



As your real estate agent, my goal is to help you find the right home at the
right price. I'll guide you through every step of the buying process, making
your experience as smooth and stress-free as possible.
Buying in winter can present unique opportunities. I'll help you understand
current market conditions, evaluate properties, and develop a strategy that
puts you in a strong position when making an offer.
With my knowledge of Cochrane, Calgary, and surrounding communities, I'll
help you explore neighbourhoods and find a home that suits your lifestyle,
needs, and budget.
Winter viewings require a little extra attention. I'll help you identify important
considerations, from heating systems and insulation to snow-covered roofs,
drainage, and other seasonal factors that may affect your purchase.
From arranging showings and reviewing property details to negotiating offers,
navigating contracts, and coordinating conditions, I'll be there to explain your
options and help you make informed decisions with confidence.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT AGENT



WINTER HOME BUYING

MAKE THE MOST OF
THE WINTER REAL
ESTATE MARKET

With the right guidance and strategy,
buying a home this winter could be the

start of an exciting new chapter in a
place you'll truly love.

Explore the Neighbourhood in Winter
Winter offers a different perspective on a neighbourhood. Take note of how well roads and sidewalks are maintained, where snow is
stored, and how accessible nearby parks, walking trails, schools, and amenities are during the colder months. Consider how the
community fits your lifestyle, not just in winter, but throughout the year.

Look Beyond the Winter Charm
A warm, cozy home can feel especially inviting when it's cold outside. While enjoying the atmosphere, pay attention to the home's
layout, natural light, storage, and overall functionality. Winter can also make it harder to assess certain exterior features, such as
landscaping, decks, and grading. Think about how the property will work for you once the snow melts.

Pay Attention to Winter Performance
Alberta winters can reveal important details about a home's comfort and efficiency. Ask about the furnace, insulation, windows, and any
history of ice dams, drafts, or moisture issues. Look for signs of condensation around windows, uneven heating, or excessive ice buildup.
A professional home inspection can help identify potential concerns, although snow and freezing temperatures may limit what can be
assessed.

Understand the Winter Market
Real estate activity often changes during the winter months, but opportunities depend on the local market, property type, and available
inventory. Some buyers may face less competition, while fewer listings can mean limited choices. Work with your REALTOR® to review
comparable sales, understand current market conditions, and develop an offer strategy that makes sense for your situation.

Plan Ahead for a Winter Move
Moving during an Alberta winter takes a little extra preparation. Consider weather conditions, shorter daylight hours, snow removal, and
safe access for moving trucks. Arrange your financing, home inspection, insurance, and moving services early, and allow some flexibility
for unexpected weather delays. With the right planning, you can settle into your new home comfortably, even in the middle of winter.

.



1. Look Beyond the Winter Charm
A cozy home can feel especially inviting on a cold winter day, but don't let the atmosphere distract you
from the details. Focus on the layout, condition, and functionality to make sure the home suits your
lifestyle throughout the year.

2. Pay Attention to Natural Light
With shorter winter days, natural light becomes even more important. Notice how much sunlight enters
each room and whether neighbouring homes or trees create shadows. A bright, welcoming space can
make a big difference during Alberta's long winters.

3. Evaluate Heating and Energy Efficiency
Winter is a great time to see how comfortably a home handles colder temperatures. Ask about the age
and maintenance of the furnace, insulation, windows, and heating systems. Watch for drafts, cold spots,
and excessive condensation that could indicate potential issues.

4. Look for Hidden Winter Problems
Snow and freezing temperatures can reveal certain maintenance concerns while hiding others. Watch for
ice dams, excessive icicles, moisture around windows, and signs of water damage. Remember that snow-
covered roofs, foundations, and landscaping may require additional investigation once conditions allow.

5. Think About Everyday Winter Living
Consider how the home will function during Alberta's colder months. Is there enough space for winter
boots, coats, and outdoor gear? Is the garage large enough for your vehicles? Think about snow removal,
storage, and how the layout accommodates your family, pets, and daily routines.

6. Don't Overlook the Outdoor Spaces
Snow can make it difficult to assess decks, fences, landscaping, and drainage. Ask about the condition of
these features and review available photos from warmer months. Pay attention to driveway slopes, snow
storage areas, and how easily you can access outdoor spaces throughout the winter.

Winter Home Buying Secrets
Bring Warmth, Comfort, and Connection Into Your Home This Winter



Your Winter Home Buying Strategy
Discover new opportunities and navigate the winter market with confidence.

PRO TIP: Winter is a great time to see how a home performs in colder
temperatures! Pay attention to drafts, uneven heating, window
condensation, and ice buildup. These small details can reveal potential
maintenance concerns and help you look beyond the asking price to
understand a home's true value.

PRO TIP

Winter Can Bring Unique Opportunities for Home Buyers

As temperatures drop, real estate activity can shift, bringing changes in available inventory, buyer competition, and seller motivations. While winter may
offer certain advantages, every market is different. Understanding local conditions and having a clear strategy will help you make confident, informed
decisions.

1. Understand the Winter Market
Winter often brings fewer active buyers and a slower pace of activity in some areas. This may mean less competition and more time to evaluate your
options. However, inventory can also be limited, and well-priced homes in desirable locations may still attract strong interest. Being prepared allows you
to act when the right opportunity comes along.

2. Know What a Home Is Worth
A home's asking price doesn't always reflect its current market value. Reviewing recent comparable sales, property condition, and neighbourhood trends
will help you determine a reasonable price. Understanding what similar homes have actually sold for is especially important when winter sales activity is
slower.

3. Recognize Value Beyond the Price
Look beyond the listing price and consider the home's overall condition, upgrades, energy efficiency, and potential maintenance costs. Winter is an
excellent time to assess heating performance, drafts, and indoor comfort. Remember that a lower-priced home isn't necessarily the better investment if
significant repairs or improvements are needed.

4. Make the Most of Winter Opportunities
Some sellers may have specific timelines or reasons for selling during the colder months. Depending on market conditions and how long a property has
been listed, there may be opportunities to negotiate on price, possession dates, or other terms. Understanding a seller's priorities can help you
structure an offer that works for both parties

5. Make Informed Decisions With Your REALTOR®
Your REALTOR® can help you navigate seasonal market conditions,
evaluate properties, identify potential concerns, and develop an
offer strategy that suits your goals. Together, we'll focus on finding
the right home at a fair price and on terms that work for you -
whether that happens in the middle of winter or when the seasons
change.



Thank you for taking the time to explore my Winter Home Buyer Guide and for
considering me as your trusted real estate advisor!

Whether you're ready to find your next home, thinking about selling, or simply
exploring your options, I'm always happy to help you make informed decisions with

confidence.
And remember, I'm never too busy for your referrals! Your trust, support, and

recommendations mean so much to me, and I'm truly grateful for every opportunity
to help you or someone you know find a place they'll love calling home.

THANK YOU

403.707.9174   |    janahusmann@royallepage.ca    |    www.movetocochrane.ca
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