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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS AUG 08 

India's First AI City - Arivagam  

❖ Tamil Nadu announced India's first dedicated Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Innovation City, 
named 'Arivagam', in the 2026–27 State Budget.  

❖ A feasibility study for the project will be carried out at an estimated cost of ₹5 crore.  

❖ Arivagam will include an Artificial Intelligence (AI) University, an International Skill 
Development Centre, a Semiconductor Hardware Testing Laboratory, multidomain innovation 
incubators, and residential facilities.  

❖ The project aims to promote Artificial Intelligence (AI), deep-tech research, innovation, startups, 
and skilled workforce development.  

❖ Tamil Nadu will also introduce Guidance 3.0, an Artificial Intelligence (AI)- powered investment 
service system, and upgrade the Tamil Nadu Single Window Portal 3.0 to provide all industrial 
approvals through a single platform. 
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Tamil Nadu Agriculture Budget 2026–27  

❖ Tamil Nadu Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister R. Vinoth presented the Agriculture 
Budget for 2026–27 in the Legislative Assembly.  

❖ The budget focused on farmers’ welfare, modern technology, irrigation, crop protection, and 
sustainable agriculture.  

❖ Farm mechanisation initiative will support 24,000 farmers with subsidised agricultural machinery 
through an allocation of ₹227.2 crore.  

❖ The Farmers AI Scheme will use Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) tools for 
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weather updates, soil health monitoring, and market information with an allocation of ₹2 crore.  

❖ The free electricity scheme for farmers will receive ₹7,432 crore for the financial year 2026–27. 

❖ Soil fertility improvement measures will be implemented with ₹600 crore to enhance nutrient 
levels in agricultural lands.  

❖ Soil Health Cards will be provided to 1 lakh farmers to encourage efficient fertiliser use with an 
allocation of ₹4 crore.  

❖ Velan Kadugal Thittam will promote agroforestry by encouraging tree plantation around 
agricultural fields with ₹17.7 crore.  

❖ Crop protection measures against wild boars and elephants will be strengthened with ₹7.35 crore 
to reduce human-wildlife conflict impacts.  

❖ Annal Ambedkar Velan Udhavi Thittam will provide support to small and marginal Scheduled 
Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) farmers with ₹56.7 crore.  

❖ The Tamil Nadu Millet Mission will expand millet cultivation and productivity with ₹63.81 crore. 

❖ The Cotton Revolution Movement will support cotton farmers through a five-year programme 
with ₹27.2 crore.  

❖ Storage facilities for small onions (shallots) will be established with a capacity of 57,000 metric 
tonnes through an allocation of ₹22 crore.  

❖ Under Vetri Vanmagal Thittam, 500 farmers will be trained in drone technology, including 100 
women farmers, with ₹4 crore allocated.  

❖ Agricultural exports from Tamil Nadu will be promoted through an allocation of ₹8.4 crore.  

❖ The state government aims to increase annual foodgrain production to 131 lakh metric tonnes 
within the next five years. 
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Operation Trishul  

❖ Operation Trishul has helped India bring back 274 fugitives from 36 countries since 2019.  

❖ The operation tracks fugitives involved in cases related to terrorism, organised crime, narco-
terrorism, financial fraud, murder, sexual offences, and human trafficking.  

❖ It uses satellite imagery, surveillance inputs, and digital footprints to locate fugitives hiding 
abroad.  

❖ The operation involves coordination among the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Intelligence 
Bureau (IB), Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), state police forces, and Interpol.  

❖ India brought back 70 fugitives in 2025 and 45 fugitives by July 2026 under international 
cooperation mechanisms. 
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Neptune’s Ancient Celestial Collision 

 ❖ NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope found evidence of an ancient catastrophic event that 
reshaped Neptune’s moons and rings billions of years ago.  

❖ The telescope detected clay minerals on Neptune’s inner moons — Proteus, Larissa and Galatea 
— indicating material from a larger destroyed celestial body.  

❖ Scientists suggest that Triton, Neptune’s largest moon, was captured from the Kuiper Belt and 
caused collisions among Neptune’s original moons.  

❖ The debris from these collisions later formed Neptune’s present inner moons and rings.  

❖ Triton is the only large moon in the Solar System that orbits opposite to its planet’s rotation, 
supporting the theory that it was captured. 
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World Bank AI Report 2026  

❖ The World Bank released the World Development Report 2026: The Promise of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), highlighting AI’s potential to reduce inequality in developing countries.  

❖ The report stated that Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) could improve productivity in more 
than 16% of existing jobs in developing economies.  

❖ It noted that jobs in high-income countries face higher automation risks (14.2%) compared to 
low- and middle-income countries (4.5%).  

❖ The report warned that developing countries need basic facilities like reliable electricity, internet 
access, data systems, skills and strong institutions to benefit from AI.  

❖ It highlighted that AI can support sectors like healthcare, agriculture, business and government 
services when supported by proper policies and infrastructure. 
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Pithora Painting  

❖ It is the centuries-old wall art tradition of Gujarat’s Rathwa tribal community.  

❖ It is mainly in Panch mahal and Chhota Udaipur.  

❖ It dates back to around the 13th century - done by tribes such as the Rathwa, Bhil, and Bhilala.  

❖ It was created on the walls of homes.  

❖ The paintings were often commissioned during significant life events, such as weddings, births, 
and festivals.  

❖ These were executed by specialist ritual painters known as Lakharas, under the guidance of a 
priest called Badwa.  

❖ The walls are prepared by applying a mixture of cow dung and clay  

❖ Artists use natural pigments derived from minerals, plants, and other organic materials to create 
the colours for their paintings  

❖ Painters use a combination of bamboo sticks, cotton and wooden stencils.  

❖ The paintings show tribal and Hindu deities, horses, animals, and scenes from daily life like 
farming, hunting, and dancing.  

❖ Common colours include red, yellow, green, and blue, each derived from specific natural sources. 

❖ Today’s generation of Pithora painters use paper and canvas that they sell commercially. 
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Environment Protection Award 2026  

❖ P. Pechiyammal and Govindhammal received the Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for Environment 
Protection 2026 in Chennai.  

❖ The award recognises grassroots individuals and organisations for outstanding contributions to 
environment protection, biodiversity conservation, marine plastic cleanup, and sustainable 
agriculture.  

❖ It is instituted by the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) in partnership with 
CavinKare Pvt. Ltd. and the Rotary Club of Madras East.  

❖ P. Pechiyammal (Ramanathapuram) was honoured for removing abandoned fishing nets to 
protect marine life and coral reefs.  

❖ Govindhammal (Villupuram) was honoured for promoting organic farming, climate-resilient 
agriculture, and strengthening Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs). 
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National Handloom Day 2026 - August 07  

❖ The day aims to honour India's handloom weavers and promote the handloom sector.  

❖ The day has been observed since 2015 to commemorate the launch of the Swadeshi Movement 
on 7 August 1905, which promoted the use of indigenous goods.  

❖ According to the Fourth All India Handloom Census (2019–20), India has 35.22 lakh handloom 
weavers and allied workers, of whom over 72% are women.  

❖ India has 28.20 lakh handlooms, with nearly 90% located in rural areas, supporting rural 
employment and livelihoods.  

❖ As of June 2026, 106 handloom products have received Geographical Indication (GI) registration, 
and India's handloom exports reached about ₹1,330.96 crore in 2025–26. 
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Tamil Nadu Budget 2026–27 - Key Highlights Budget Overview & Fiscal Position  

❖ Tamil Nadu Finance Minister N. Marie Wilson presented the TVK-led government’s first Budget 
for 2026–27 in the Legislative Assembly on 5 August 2026.  

❖ The Budget focused on women, students, youth, senior citizens, healthcare, education, industries, 
infrastructure, Artificial Intelligence (AI), and welfare schemes.  

❖ Tamil Nadu’s State Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) is projected to grow by 9.78%.  

❖ The state’s outstanding debt is estimated at ₹10.99 lakh crore.  

❖ ₹708 crore allocated for renovation works, consecration of 3,000 temples, and restoration of 84 
temple cars. Education, Youth & Skill Development  

❖ Vetri Laptop Scheme received ₹2,000 crore for providing laptops to students.  

❖ Puthiya Payanam, Puthiya Vegam scheme will provide bicycles with helmets and water bottles to 
5.3 lakh Class XI students with ₹277 crore allocation.  

❖ Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Model Schools will provide free education, food, accommodation, 
uniforms, books, and healthcare with ₹125 crore allocation.  

❖ Super Clean, Super Campus Scheme will improve cleanliness, drinking water, toilets, and security 
facilities in 10,000 schools with ₹139 crore allocation.  

❖ School Education Department received ₹44,527 crore, while Higher Education Department 
received ₹8,393 crore.  
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❖ Vetrithiran Training Scheme received ₹150 crore for skill training, employment opportunities for 1 
lakh job seekers, and youth internships.  

❖ Five new Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) will be established with ₹90 crore, and 10 Olympic 
Centres of Excellence will be created with ₹50 crore.  

❖ Student Hostels and Infrastructure Corporation will develop 200 hostels with 1 lakh 
accommodation facilities. Welfare Schemes, Women & Social Justice  

❖ Annan Seer Thittam will provide eligible brides with an 8-gram (one-sovereign) gold coin and silk 
saree with ₹812 crore allocation.  

❖ Thai Maaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam will provide a 1-gram gold ring for every child born in 
government hospitals with ₹560 crore allocation.  

❖ Thai Care Centres will support pregnant women through food, medical care, and health 
monitoring with ₹23 crore allocation.  

❖ Vetri Veedu Thittam will provide houses for families living in kutcha huts.  

❖ Aran shelter homes will support transgender persons in five districts.  

❖ Nambikkai Illam centres will be established for children with intellectual disabilities with ₹4 crore 
allocation.  

❖ Haj subsidy increased from ₹25,000 to ₹35,000.  

❖ Differently-abled Welfare Department received ₹1,485 crore. Technology, Industry & 
Infrastructure Development  

❖ Arivagam, India’s first Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Innovation City, will include an AI university, 
semiconductor testing lab, skill centre, and innovation hubs; feasibility study with ₹5 crore 
allocation.  

❖ Tamil Nadu AI Mission will introduce AI-based services in healthcare, agriculture, education, and 
citizen services.  

❖ Tamil Nadu Institute of Design will be established with ₹60 crore to support artisans and design 
education.  

❖ A Space Industrial Investment Zone will be created in Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi near the 
Kulasekarapattinam spaceport.  

❖ 1,000 electric air-conditioned MTC buses will be purchased with ₹500 crore allocation. ❖ 20,000 
Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations will be developed in five years with ₹50 crore allocation.  

❖ Coimbatore–Ariyalur 765 Kilovolt (kV) transmission line project will be implemented through 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) at an estimated cost of ₹4,000 crore.  

❖ Third Chennai Master Plan (2027–2046) will be prepared with ₹25 crore allocation. Energy, 
Environment & Natural Resource Conservation  

❖ Rooftop Solar Subsidy Scheme will provide up to ₹1 lakh subsidy for domestic consumers 
installing solar panels.  

❖ Smart meters will be installed for Chennai consumers and 50 lakh industrial and commercial 
consumers across Tamil Nadu.  

❖ TN-SHORE Project will restore mangroves across 2,500 hectares with ₹322 crore allocation.  

❖ Human–wildlife conflict mitigation programme will cover 100 villages with ₹20 crore allocation. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Palmyra Development Corporation will be established with ₹16 crore to promote 
palm-based products. Agriculture, Fisheries, Healthcare & Rural Development  

❖ Cauvery–Vaigai–Gundar River Linking Project will begin with an initial allocation of ₹150 crore.  

❖ Traditional fishermen will receive increased lean-period assistance of ₹7,000 per family, 
benefiting 1.93 lakh families with ₹135 crore allocation.  

❖ Mannin Magal Scheme received ₹20 crore to help Adi Dravidar and Tribal agricultural labourers 
become landowners.  

❖ Ayothidas Pandithar Habitat Development Scheme received ₹300 crore for Adi Dravidar 
habitations.  
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❖ Aandror Development Scheme received ₹250 crore for tribal habitations.  

❖ Mobile Geriatric Treatment Centres will provide free health check-ups and medicines for senior 
citizens with ₹33 crore allocation. 

                2026–27 -                                

            

❖                        .            , 2026        5      

              TVK                 2026–27-              

                               . 

❖                 ,          ,          ,          , 

        ,     ,          ,             ,         

       (AI)                                      

        . 

❖                               (SOTR) 9.78%               

                     . 

❖                               ₹10.99                

                . 

❖ 3,000                                         

          , 84                                ₹708      

               .     ,                            

❖                                       '      

                      ' (Vetri Laptop Scheme) ₹2,000      

               . 

❖ '         ,          ' (Puthiya Payanam, Puthiya Vegam)           

   , ₹277                 11-                5.3        

                                                     

                         . 

❖ '                                     ' (Perunthalaivar Kamarajar 

Model Schools)            ₹125                 ,            , 

   ,         ,     ,                               

                  . 

❖ '            ,               ' (Super Clean, Super Campus)              , 

₹139                 10,000                    ,       ,         

                                      . 

❖                       ₹44,527        ,                   

₹8,393                        . 

❖           , 1                            

                                                

(internships)              '                              ' 

(Vetrithiran Training Scheme) ₹150                     . 

❖ ₹90             ஐ                                (ITIs), 

₹50             10                         (Olympic Centres of 

Excellence)              . 

❖                                          , 1             

                   200                 .              , 

                       

❖ '                 '     ,                       8 



 

 
 
 
 

10 
 

      (       )                                     ₹812 

                           . 

❖ '                              '     ,     

                                           1            

        ₹560                            . 

❖ '                       ' (Thai Care Centres)                 

             ,                                    

                 ₹23                            . 

❖ '               '     ,                     

                     (     )                  . 

❖ '    ' (Aran)             ஐ                               

           . 

❖                                 ₹4                 

'               '                      .  

❖             ₹25,000-      ₹35,000-                    .  

❖                             ₹1,485          

               .             ,                            

         

❖                               (AI)                 

       '      '-    AI              ,            

(semiconductor)             ,                             

                                 ;                    

     ₹5                                 .  

❖         AI         (Tamil Nadu AI Mission)         ,        ,      

                                     AI                 

             .  

❖                                            ₹60      

       '                        ' (Tamil Nadu Institute of Design) 

            .  

❖                                         , 

                                                  

                                   .  

❖ ₹500                 1,000                             MTC 

                     . ❖ ₹50                 ஐ              

20,000             (EV)                     (charging stations) 

             .  

❖             –                765             (kV)     

                       , ₹4,000                     -        

          (PPP)                        .  

❖ ₹25                                                   

(2027–2046)               .       ,                               

          

❖ '                                 '     ,            

       (solar panels)                                ₹1        

                       .  

❖                                             50        



 

 
 
 
 

11 
 

                               '                  ' (smart meters) 

             .  

❖ ₹322                 'TN-SHORE'                2,500          

                                           .  

❖ ₹20                 100                 -               

                                . ❖                         

         ₹16             '                             ' 

            .         ,        ,                     

        

❖      –    –                             ₹150      

                               . 

❖                                                

                             ₹7,000-                ; 

        ₹135                 1.93                   

            . 

❖                                                    

                                     '            ' 

           ₹20                     . 

❖                                       '            

                                  ' ₹300                      

         . 

❖                                        '         

                  ' ₹250                               . 

❖ ₹33                                             

                        ,                            

                                    . 

Tamil Nadu’s First Mangrove Conservation Centre  

❖ Tamil Nadu’s first Mangrove Conservation Centre is being established at Muzhukuthurai near 
Killai in Cuddalore district under the Tamil Nadu Shoreline Restoration Initiative (TN-SHORE).  

❖ The project has an estimated cost of ₹26.50 crore and aims to support mangrove conservation, 
ecological restoration, scientific research, biodiversity protection, and environmental awareness.  

❖ The centre will act as a hub for the conservation and sustainable management of mangrove 
ecosystems and promote climate resilience and coastal ecosystem protection.  

❖ The project is located near Pichavaram Mangrove Forest, one of the largest and ecologically 
important mangrove forests in India, and aims to improve conservation education and sustainable 
eco-tourism facilities.  

❖ The centre will support Ramsar Convention commitments on wetland conservation and provide 
livelihood opportunities through sustainable ecotourism while involving local communities 
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One Nation, One Fertilizer Initiative  

❖ The ‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ initiative has improved fertilizer availability and distribution 
across India during the Kharif 2026 season.  

❖ The initiative was launched under the Pradhanmantri Bhartiya Janurvarak Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
from August 24, 2022, and requires all fertilizer companies to sell subsidized fertilizers under the 
common “BHARAT” brand.  

❖ Subsidized fertilizers, including Urea, Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP), Muriate of Potash (MOP), 
and NPKS (Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium and Sulphur) fertilizers are marketed under the Bharat 
brand.  

❖ The scheme aims to remove confusion among farmers due to multiple brands, improve 
transparency, reduce unfair practices, and ensure equal access to fertilizers across states.  

❖ Fertilizer movement is monitored through the Integrated Fertilizer Management System (iFMS), a 
web-based platform that tracks supply chains and helps maintain real-time availability. 
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