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began excursions in 1974 with steam loco-
motive 7470 (built in 1921). Today, Conway
Scenic operates in all seasons and hopes
to restore its steam locomotive to service in
2026. BRIAN SOLOMON.
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Dellshire Resort 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

     A breathtaking new destination is taking shape in the heart of Wis-

consin Dells. Opening April 2026, the all-new themed Dellshire Resort

will bring imagination, luxury and charm together for an unforgettable

guest experience.

     Perched atop a scenic hill overlooking the Dells, Dellshire Resort

spans 245,500 square feet and features a medieval-inspired theme

unlike anything else in the Midwest. Guests will be greeted by

Goldspar, the resort’s magnificent 60-foot fire-breathing dragon,

setting the stage for an adventure from the moment they arrive.

     The property’s timeless architecture showcases stone masonry,

cathedral windows, corbels and a distinctive roofline that evokes the

beauty of centuries past. Gas-lit torches illuminate the porte cochère,

while the grand lobby enchants visitors with a second dragon sur-

rounded by a shimmering moat.

     What sets this resort apart is the “Augmented Reality Experience.”

This cutting-edge technology allows guests to become active partic-

ipants in an immersive fantasy adventure throughout the resort –

where dragons, castles and mythical creatures come to life right

before their eyes. It is an unforgettable blend of storytelling and inno-

vation designed to delight visitors of all ages.

     Inside, guests will find 208 luxurious guest rooms, an array of

restaurants and a two-story family entertainment center. Meeting

and event planners will appreciate the flexible meeting spaces with

outdoor deck access – perfect for motorcoach groups, youth events

and social gatherings. The resort also features indoor and outdoor

pools, hot tubs and a swim-up bar, offering both relaxation and enter-

tainment year-round.

     Located just off Interstate 94, Dellshire Resort provides easy access

to all the iconic attractions of Wisconsin Dells. Future development

phases will expand the resort into a full fantasy village, complete with

treehouses and canopy walkways, creating even more opportunities

for exploration and group travel experiences.

     For more information, group tour details or booking inquiries,

contact Renata Prellwitz at Renata.prellwitz@pyramidglobal.com  or

(608) 547-7830. View at dellshiresort.com.

House in the Horseshoe State Historic Site

Sanford, North Carolina

     A major visitor enhancement project at the House in the Horseshoe

State Historic Site was scheduled to start in December 2025. At the

heart of the effort is the construction of a new $5 million visitor center,

complete with fresh exhibits that interpret the rich history of the site.

The 1772 Alston House, a surviving structure from the American Rev-

olution, will also get needed repairs and restoration. The House in

the Horseshoe is administered by North Carolina Historic Sites, a divi-

sion of the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural

Resources.

     The site will close for approximately a year during construction.

December 6 was the last day House in the Horseshoe was open to

visitors until the project is finished in early 2027.

     The new facility will be nearly five times larger, at approximately

4,000 square feet, offering an improved experience for visiting school

groups and the public. In addition to a contemporary exhibit gallery,

modern restrooms, and paved parking, the new building will have

an expanded gift

shop, lobby and

office spaces for

staff.  In 2023, the

North Carolina  Gen-

eral Assembly

appropriated funds

for four new visitor

center projects at

State Historic Sites, including House in the Horseshoe, to support the

state’s multi-year commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the

founding of the United States.

     Tour planners are encouraged to follow the site on Facebook and

Instagram (HouseInTheHorseshoe) for progress and updates through-

out the closure.                                                                                  q
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The Inn at Christmas Place

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

     In the foothills of the Great Smoky Moun-

tains in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee is nestled

a 145-room Christmas-themed hotel. The

Inn at Christmas Place is family-owned and

operated and has been serving up Christmas

cheer since its inception in 2007. Guests will

enjoy Old World Bavarian-inspired charm

and elegance every day of the year. In 2025,

TripAdvisor awarded The Inn at Christmas

Place #1 in the U.S. and #4 Worldwide in the

category for “Best of the Best Family Friendly

Hotels.”

     The Inn is located on the main parkway

with easy access to nearby attractions like

Dollywood, The Island and Titanic. Upon

arrival, groups can be greeted by Mrs. Claus

who will include all the information needed

to enjoy their stay. Guests will enjoy a com-

plimentary full hot breakfast with options

from waffles, made to order omelets, biscuits

and gravy, to pastries, fruit and much more.

The hotel’s unique features include year-

round Christmas décor, beautiful, themed

suites (including a Santa Suite); a uniquely

designed Winter Wonder Lagoon constructed

by Lucas Lagoons of the Insane Pools TV

show; regular visits with Santa and a two-

story glockenspiel offering hourly Christmas

carols.

     Guests can enjoy a festive scavenger hunt

that takes them up five floors, concerts with

Santa three nights a week and cookies every

evening. The property does include compli-

mentary Wi-Fi, a business center, laundry

rooms and a fitness center. The indoor pool

and hot tub are open 24/7, and the outdoor

Winter Wonder Lagoon is seasonal from the

end of March to end of October.

     Visitors are sure to be enchanted by the

hundreds of thousands of Christmas lights
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and the overall Christmas spirit that The Inn

provides. “Welcome Home” and “Merry

Christmas” are often heard as guests walk in

the door. Whether it is March, July, or Decem-

ber, The Inn at Christmas Place is ready for

the season.

     Travelers are sure to make memories that

last a lifetime while Celebrating the Spirit of

Christmas Every Day of the Year!™ For more

information contact Sharon Hurst at (865)

868-0530.

Historical Society 

of Martin County

by Linda Prange, VP Development

     For the first time, the Elliott Museum,

located on beautiful Hutchinson Island in

Stuart, Florida opened two premiere exhibits

on the same day. To the delight of guests,

Wonderful Things … The Return of King Tut is

featured in the Main Gallery and The Fabergé

Imperial Egg Collection is dazzling in the Sec-

ond Floor Gallery. King Tut’s exhibit has many
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awe-inspiring artifacts but perhaps Tut’s

mummy is a showstopper as is the breath-

taking 1762 Great Imperial Crown of Russia

in the Fabergé Egg exhibit.

     In collaboration with The Egyptian Art

Center in Cairo, the Elliott presents its Tut

exhibit through the eyes of Howard Carter.

Like Carter peering into The Boy King’s tomb

November 26, 1922, guests enter a “chamber”

shimmering with gold, mystery and wonder.

King Tut’s mummy and a Howard Carter, AI

Holobox are just two of the special features

of the exhibit that will help you feel the thrill

of discovery.

     Step into a world of royal elegance and

mastery when visiting the Fabergé Egg

exhibit featuring 52 beautifully-crafted repli-

cas of the House of Fabergé, legendary impe-

rial Easter eggs. The awe-inspiring exhibit

showcases the eggs originally created

between 1885 and 1916 for the Russian Impe-

rial family. Experience both once-in-a-life-

time exhibits now until April 20, 2026.

    The Elliott Museum is like no other. It

offers 50,000 square foot of an eclectic mix

of more than 80 vintage, collectible cars

and Harley Davidson motorcycles, local art

and history. It has more than 600 signed

baseball cards and 11 game-used bats,

making the baseball collection the second

largest of signed memorabilia outside

Cooperstown. Visit the popular 1880s Gen-

eral Store, Gift Store and Ashley Gang

exhibit. When you are hungry and thirsty,

enjoy the full-service Tiki Bar and Restau-

rant on-site.

    Between Miami and Orlando, the Elliott

is located at 825 NE Ocean Blvd, in Stuart,

Florida and is open Monday through Sun-

day, 10 a m to 5 p.m. For more information

or to plan an exciting adventure for your

travelers, contact Victoria McAteer, oper-

ations manager, at (772) 225.1961 ext. 103,

e-mail: vmcateer@hsmc-fl.org, or visit

hsmc-fl.com.

Huntsville, Alabama

     Naturally delightful journeys await you in

Huntsville, Alabama – a place where the

Southeast’s quiet charm meets a world of

vibrant color, immersive landscapes and

pure, refreshing escape.

     At Huntsville Botanical Garden, every visit

feels like stepping into a living postcard, one

painted with Alabama’s lush plant diversity

and framed by the warm, welcoming spirit

of the region. Tucked in the heart of

Huntsville, Alabama, just down the road from

the U.S. Space and Rocket Center, this 118-

acre haven is more than a stop along your

journey – it is an invitation to slow down,

breathe deeply and discover something new

around every bend.

     Wander through curated display gardens,

cross into the serene Lewis Birding Trail or

step inside the nationally-renowned Purdy

Butterfly House, where hundreds of delicate

wings drift through shafts of sunlight during

butterfly season. Families will find adventure
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in the Wicks Family Garden, where imagina-

tive play and nature collide, and guests of all

ages will marvel at Mama Zelda, the 18-foot-

tall troll (created by artist Thomas Dambo)

seated at the heart of the Mother Earth Troll

Garden maze.

     What truly makes the Garden shine within

the Charming Southeast is the way it blends

natural beauty with meaningful connection.

Here, vibrant blooms and peaceful pathways

become places to reconnect – with yourself,

with loved ones, and with the wonder of the

natural world. The Garden’s mission is simple

yet powerful: to connect people to plants,

enriching life through environmental stew-

ardship, education and delight.

     Season after season, the Garden trans-

forms – each visit offering a fresh perspective,

a new discovery, a moment worth savoring.

Whether you are chasing the gentle quiet of

a morning stroll, exploring immersive

exhibits or joining in beloved seasonal fes-

tivals, there is always something naturally

delightful to experience here.

     As you map out your journey through the

Southeast, make room for a stop that feels

like coming home to nature. Let Huntsville

Botanical Garden welcome you, delight you

and refresh your spirit – one blooming

moment at a time.

Tupelo, Mississippi

     Tupelo, Mississippi, is positively the place

for immersive cultural experiences. From

exploring the roots of the King of Rock ‘N’

Roll to discovering the homeland of the

Chickasaw Nation, groups can experience

authentic Southern heritage, rich music his-

tory, and welcoming hospitality that make

every visit unforgettable. 

     Step into history at the Elvis Presley Birth-

place and Museum. Explore the humble two-

room shack where he was born and learn

more about his life in the museum. Enjoy a

church service in the original Assembly of

God church, where his love for gospel music

began. A film detailing his humble beginnings

plays throughout the day in the Birthplace's

126-seat theater, while the Becoming statue

exhibit sits atop the overlook. A bus turn-

around offers easy access to the overlook,

where sunsets are legendary. 

     Continue your exploration of Elvis’ Tupelo

on the Elvis’ Tupelo Driving Tour. Visit places

like Tupelo Hardware Company, where

Gladys Presley purchased Elvis' first guitar,

and stand in the very spot where music his-

tory was made. The store still sells guitars

today. Grab a milkshake at Johnnie’s Drive-

In, Tupelo’s oldest restaurant, where Elvis

loved to eat, or check out his first library card

on display at the Lee County Library. The

Tupelo CVB offers complimentary step-on

guides for groups interested in exploring the

Elvis’ Tupelo Driving Tour. 

     In a symbolic return to the homeland, the

Chickasaw Nation will open the Chickasaw

Heritage Center in November 2026. This $60

million interpretive center will tell the Chick-

asaw story from a uniquely Chickasaw per-
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spective and is located off the Natchez Trace

Parkway. The 162-acre campus will provide

ample bus parking and a world-class expe-

rience for groups interested in the captivating

history of the First Americans. Delve further

into the Chickasaw story by exploring the

Chickasaw Native American Heritage Trail

in Tupelo. 

     With more than 200 restaurants, more

than 2,200 hotel rooms, three distinct shop-

ping districts and an array of unique attrac-

tions, plan your group tour today. Contact

Jan Pannell, sales manager with the Tupelo

CVB, at jpannell@tupelo.net or visit tupelo.net

to start crafting your extraordinary escape.

Imagine what you can do here.

Macon, Georgia

     In Macon, Georgia, legends are not just

preserved in history books, they live and

shine through every experience waiting for

your next group tour. As one of the South’s

most culturally rich and musically-inspired

destinations, Macon stands out as a place

where groups can explore iconic stories,

savor local flavor and discover a welcoming

city built for group travel.

     Group travelers will find no shortage of

larger-than-life moments here. From walking

in the footsteps of music legends along the

Macon Music Trail to hearing behind-the-

scenes stories inside historic Capricorn

Sound Studios, this is a city where Americana

music heritage takes center stage. Add in a

visit to Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical

Park – soon to become the nation’s newest
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national park – and groups gain a deeper

appreciation for the layers of history that

shape Macon today.

     Macon’s culinary scene also plays a star-

ring role. Whether sipping locally-roasted

coffee, enjoying chef-driven dining down-

town or sampling group-friendly favorites,

travelers find flavors as memorable as the

stories behind them. For planners seeking

easy logistics, Macon offers walkable dis-

tricts, ample motorcoach parking and

thoughtfully curated itineraries, including

seasonal options like our Cherry Blossom

experiences, featuring pink-lined drives, spe-

cial events and attractions dressed for spring.

    What makes Macon especially appealing

is how effortlessly groups can tailor their

visit. Whether your travelers love art, history,

music or outdoor exploration, Macon’s

neighborhoods and attractions pair beau-

tifully to create cohesive, engaging tours.

The team at Visit Macon supports planners

every step of the way with custom itiner-

aries, step-on guides and personalized rec-

ommendations to help shape the ideal group

adventure.

     In Macon, legends loom large and your

group’s memories will, too. Here, the stories

are bigger, the experiences run deeper and

every visit offers a chance to step into the

places and moments that shaped American

culture. Let us help you craft a meaningful,

story-filled journey that showcases the very

best of where soul lives.

Gone with the Wind Museum and

Brumby Hall & Gardens

Marietta, Georgia

     In 2018, the collection found its home at

Brumby Hall and Gardens, just a quarter mile

off the Square. The house was built in 1851

for Colonel Brumby, the first superintendent

of the Georgia Military Institute, where the

Hilton Marietta Conference Center stands

now. During the Civil War, it was repurposed

as a makeshift hospital when General William

T. Sherman’s troops occupied Marietta in

1864. Remarkably, it survived Sherman’s infa-
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mous March to the Sea, spared out of respect

for Colonel Brumby, who graduated West

Point alongside Sherman.

    The Trezevant family purchased the

home in 1925 and had it restored as nearly

as possible to its original condition, with

all the modern conveniences. The house

remained a private residence until 1995

and is now on the National Register of His-

toric Places.

    Brumby Hall is the perfect “Tara- like”

backdrop for the Gone with the Wind

Museum with the six, large columns and

expansive front porch. The Museum is

home to hundreds of artifacts related to

both the novel and cinema versions of

Gone with the Wind, including letters writ-

ten by the book’s author, Margaret Mitchell;

the actual Bengaline honeymoon dress that

actress Vivian Leigh wore in the film and

the newest addition, the Green Drapery

Dress Bonnet wore in the film when Scar-

lett visits Rhett in jail.

     The museum’s grounds extend beyond

Brumby Hall itself. The Carriage House features

an exhibit showcasing pieces of the actual Tara

façade used in the movie’s production in Culver

City, California. Beyond the Carriage House,

visitors will find the meticulously maintained

Historic Gardens of Brumby Hall. Brumby Gar-

dens has been home to many celebrations,

including showers, parties, bar mitzvahs, and

corporate events.
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     Whether you are a lifelong fan of Gone

with the Wind or simply looking to experience

a piece of Southern history, the museum and

grounds offer an unforgettable journey

through time.

    The Museum and Gardens are open

Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. More information regarding

admission, event rentals etc., can be found

at gwtwmarietta.com. Tours and buses are

very welcome with ample parking on-site.

Holiday Inn Asheville East

BlueRidge Parkway

              Asheville, North Carolina

     Nestled in the scenic beauty of the Blue

Ridge Mountains, Holiday Inn Asheville East-

Blue Ridge Parkway presents an unparalleled

opportunity for bus tour operators, travel

agents and industry suppliers. 

     Your needs are understood and the staff

is available to help you craft the perfect

Asheville experience for your clients.        q
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Wander off  the beaten path and plunge into a crystal-clear oasis. Morrison Springs’ 161 acres of pristine beauty 

are highlighted by a spring-fed natural pool that a� racts eco-tourists and casual swimmers alike. With 300 feet 

of depth and underwater caves for exploration, it’s also one of the most popular diving sites in the Southeast.

A Re� eshing Retreat

A L W A Y S � A � G E N U I N E � E X P E R I E N C E
Encompassing Paxton, DeFuniak Springs and Freeport, these Walton County communities 

are filled with rich history and natural beauty. Take a tour of classic architecture or climb to 

Florida’s highest point of elevation. Spend a peaceful day on a lake, in a natural spring, or by 

the Bay. Each new discovery greets you with a warm, small-town welcome.

Start exploring at AuthenticWalton.com. 



Grissom Air Museum

Peru, Indiana

     At the Grissom Air Museum, you can explore historic aircraft from

the Cold War era, learn what its like to be called an “airman” and

jump into a cockpit and take off in a static display.

     While the museum offers many experiences and exhibits, including

29 Aircraft, a B-58 Rocket Sled, Guard Tower and more, you will not

want to miss the lineup of exhibits and special events.

     Learn about General William Kepner and his reaching 61,000 feet

in a hot air balloon in 1934 (the highest anyone has been in the day).

Take in some great collections regarding the B-58 Hustler and the

crewmen that flew it.

     The Warbird Cruise-In (August 1, 2026) the annual car show. Come

out and see hundreds of classic cars, trucks, and motorcycles. Enjoy

food, DJ, great airplanes and do not forget to check out the indoor

exhibits and the gift shop.

     Jeep, Jets and Jams (summer of 2026) kick off at 9 a.m. with Jeep

registration. Make sure to arrive early to secure your spot next to the

plane of your choice. At 10 a.m., the gates open to the general public.

Enjoy music, food and the indoor exhibits.

     The museum is also building a STEM-focused learning center this

winter and will take about a year to complete. It will house our B-58

(the oldest remaining survivor of the B-58s). 

    If you want to find out more, view  grissomairmuseum.com,  

e-mail director@grissomairmuseum.com or phone (765) 689-8011.
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TELESCOPE VIEWING UNIVERSE THEATERROOFTOP PLANETARIUM IMMERSIVE EXHIBITS

Lowell Observatory, named one of TIME’s 2025 "World’s 100 Greatest Places," is celebrating 
over 130 years of discovery and the centennial of Route 66! Explore exhibit halls, immersive 
experiences, stargazing, telescope viewing, live shows, historic tours, and more for all ages.

Buy tickets now at lowell.edu
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Trivia Question
for The January Issue

What popular bus tour attraction in North
Carolina celebrates the life and message of a

popular evangelist known as “God’s Ambassador”
and includes an archive and research center?

For the answer go to:
https://bustoursmagazine.com/

trivia-jan-feb-2026
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Cumberland County Playhouse

Crossville, Tennessee

     “Consistently, Cumberland County Play-

house presents the best musical theater offer-

ings you’re likely to find outside of New York

City.” 

                      —Jeffrey Ellis, Broadway World

     Since its inaugural performance in 1965,

the Cumberland County Playhouse has

attracted more than five million visitors to its

two theaters in Crossville, Tennessee. The

Playhouse has been recognized by the Ten-

nessee Arts Commission as the state’s only

rurally-based Major Cultural Institution and

has been named the top attraction both in

Crossville and in Cumberland County by the

Crossville Chronicle. 

     At the annual Broadway World Awards in

Nashville, the Playhouse is consistently rec-

ognized as one of the finest professional the-

aters in the state. Today, the Cumberland

County Playhouse is one of the 10 largest the-

aters in rural America and attracts more than

100,000 visitors annually.

     Cumberland County Playhouse’s 2026

season features exciting titles like The Lion

King Jr., (rated G, February 13 - March 22),

Deathtrap (rated PG-13, March 13 - May 2),

The Marvelous Wonderettes - Dream On (rated

PG, April 10 – June 31), Walking Across Egypt

(rated PG, May 22 - July 26), Shrek The Musical

(rated PG, June 19 - August 9), Heartbreak

Hotel (rated PG-13, July 24 – September 13),

The Fox on the Fairway (rated PG-13, August

21 – October 4), The Addams Family (rated

PG-13, September 25 – October 29), Sh-

Boom! A Christmas Miracle (rated PG, Novem-

ber 6 – December 19), and It’s a Wonderful

Life, A Live Radio Play (rated PG, November

20 – December 20).

     The Cumberland County Playhouse has

long been recognized for its commitment to

the highest standards of artistic excellence

in all elements of its productions, and

employs some of the finest designers, direc-

tors and actors in the industry. The Playhouse

artistic staff is constantly exploring the

newest theatrical technologies along with

classic shows and exciting new titles in order

to consistently bring audiences theater that

touches hearts, opens minds and changes

lives. For tickets, visit ccplayhouse.com or

phone (931) 484-5000.                                q
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• 5 Stars on Trip Advisor
• Friendly & Easy to Work With
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www.jimdykesnyc.com
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The Springs Resort

Pagosa Springs, Colorado

    Now booking group tours for 2026, The

Springs Resort in Pagosa Springs, Col-

orado, is a fully immersive destination

where guests never have to leave the prop-

erty. With 45+ mineral-rich soaking pools

and cold plunges, onsite dining outlets, a

panoramic sauna, thermal spa, and a full

suite of wellness offerings – all just steps

from your room – it is the ideal stop for tour

operators seeking a memorable, turnkey

experience.

    Our newly expanded resort features 157

guest rooms and complimentary access to

immersive, accessible wellness experi-

ences, including in-water sound bathing

and in-pool meditations. We can also

arrange special classes to align with your

tour schedule. Hotel guests enjoy 24-hour

soaking and breathtaking views of the river

and surrounding San Juan Mountains.

    Dining options range from fast and

casual to refined and flavorful. Enjoy pool-

side favorites at Barefoot Grill or a sit-down

experience at Wild Finch, our new signa-

ture restaurant led by Chef Daya Myers-

Hurt. Her elevated, seasonal menu brings

globally-inspired cuisine with locally-

sourced ingredients to the heart of the

resort.

     Voted USA Today’s Best Spa Resort in

2023, 2024 and 2025, and home to the

world’s deepest geothermal hot spring, The

Springs Resort is a must-stop destination for

any 2026 itinerary.

     Located just 30 minutes from Chimney

Rock National Monument, three hours from

Santa Fe, and five hours from Denver, Pagosa

Springs is an easy and scenic addition to any

Southwest tour route.

     Deeply discounted group rates available.

Contact marketing@pagosahotsprings.com

to learn more or reserve your stay.            q
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Georgetown Loop Railroad

Georgetown, Colrado

     The Georgetown Loop Railroad was one of Colorado’s first visitor

attractions. Completed in 1884, this spectacular stretch of three-foot

narrow-gauge railroad was considered a marvel for its time.

    The then-thriving mining towns of Georgetown and Silver Plume

lie two miles apart in a steep, narrow mountain canyon. To connect

them the railroad’s builder designed a “corkscrew” route that

 traveled twice the distance, slowly gaining more than 600 feet 

in elevation. The Colorado & Southern Railway operated the line

for passengers and freight from 1899 to 1938 when it was

 abandoned.

    In 1973, the Colorado Historical Society began restoring the

railroad as part of its 978-acre Georgetown Loop Historic Mining

& Railroad Park. A replica of the high bridge was completed in

1984 in time to celebrate the 100th anniversary of its original

 construction.

     Open air train rides of 11⁄4 hour or train rides are available seven

days a week, five trains daily April through January. Train rides with

a mine tour of 21⁄2 hours are available seven days a week, four trains

daily from the end of April through October. You can enjoy gold pan-

ning with any mine tour. The train ride is wheelchair accessible; the

mine tour is not and involves walking a steep slope. Steam trains will

operate from early May to October. 

    There are several Special Events trains including Bunny Trains,

Mother’s and Father’s Day Weekend Trains with treats for Mom

and Dad, Sasquatch Adventure Trains weekends in July, Old West

Days Trains weekends in August with reenactors of a railroad

gang,  Grandparent’s Weekend in September, Fall Colors weekend

and weekdays, Pumpkin fest trains with Pumpkins for the kids,

Autumn fest second and third weekend in October, Trick or Treat

Trains last weekend in October, Santa Trains and Lighted Forest

Trains mid-November through December 24, and Victorian Holiday

Trains December 26 through the first weekend in January. 

     The Georgetown Loop Railroad is located 45 miles west of Denver

on Interstate 70, exit 228; 646 Loop Drive, Georgetown, Colorado.

     For group reservations contact Makenna Galke at (303) 569-0133 or

Makenna.galke@historicrailadventures.com. View the Web site at

 georgetownlooprr.com.
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Tri-State Museum 

& Visitor Center

Belle Fourche, South Dakota

     Smack-dab in the middle of the United

States is Belle Fourche, South Dakota – and

that is where you will find the Tri-State

Museum and Visitor Center. The complex

includes not just the museum and visitor cen-

ter but also the beautiful granite compass

rose Center of the Nation monument, noting

the town’s distinctive status, and the fully

furnished Johnny Spaulding Cabin, one of

the few two-story pioneer cabins to have sur-

vived since the 1870s. 

    Surrounded by lawns dotted with flower

gardens and only steps away from the city’s

River Walk in front of the historic Belle

Fourche River, the Tri-State Museum and

Visitor Center is a great place to stop on

the road between Mt. Rushmore and

Devil’s Tower, for a tour of sites as well as

a picnic lunch. 

     The museum proper includes exhibits on

pioneers, ranching, rodeos, the sheep industry

and local business history. Natural history

exhibits include geologic and archaeological

finds, as well as some dinosaur fossils

unearthed from nearby paleontological dig

sites. 

    Significant exhibits include photos and

information on Belle Fourche WWII hero

Don Smith, one of the pilots in the Doolittle

Raid. The museum also includes the less
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than heroic story of the most bungled bank robbery ever, which

occurred in 1897 and involved an extremely inebriated Tom O’Day. 

     In addition to permanent collections, the museum also features

three temporary exhibits and three mini exhibits which change

throughout the year. 

     The town of Belle Fourche is a little one big in history. The name

comes from the river that flows here, visited by the famed French fur

trappers of the early 1800s. The town itself was founded by Seth Bul-

lock, a larger-than-life western character who was featured in the

TV series, Deadwood. It soon became the place for the internation-

ally-known Black Hills Roundup, now in its 104rd year of showcasing

classic rodeo action. 

    The Old West lives on in the middle - and at the Tri-State

Museum and Visitor Center.                                                        q
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Crawford County, Pennsylvania

     Beautiful Crawford County is home to end-

less activities and diverse amenities. Crawford

County, part of the Great Lakes region, borders

Ohio and is conveniently located right off

Pennsylvania Interstate 79, 30 minutes both

north of I-80, or south of I-90. Enjoy a great

multiday trip, approved by the locals. 

     Start your day off in Linesville “Where

Ducks Walk on the Fish” at Pymatuning State

Park’s “The Spillway.” Throw bread and

watch the frenzy of thousands of carp and

ducks fight for the bread. Enjoy the pic-

turesque state park and swing into town for

Twin Pies. Who does nott love pie and coffee

for breakfast? 

     The nearby town of Conneaut Lake show-

cases Conneaut Cellars Winery and Distillery.

Enjoy a free tasting and a tour. This winery

has a large variety of high-quality, award-

winning wines and spirits. Take your favorite

bottle and board the historic Barbara J. stern-

wheeler paddle noat. The boat has an open

upper deck and a lower enclosed room to

view Pennsylvania’s largest glacial lake. 

     Enjoy lakefront dining at Silver Shores

Restaurant on beautiful Conneaut Lake. 

    Ride the historic Oil Creek and Titusville

Railroad across “the Valley that Changed

the World,” Enjoy fun murder mystery din-

ners or wine and brew events. While they

are famous for their fall scenic excursions,

any time of their season is great. Stay the

night at the Caboose Motel to complete

your experience. 

     After the three-hour train ride, enjoy all

that Titusville has to offer including Fat

Chad’s Tap and Steakhouse. 

    Visit the historic Meadville Market

House Built in 1870. This structure is the

oldest,  continuously-operated market in

Pennsylvania featuring many local

 vendors. 

    Tour the Baldwin Reynolds House

Museum, built in 1843. The mansion was

the quintessential Southern home located

in northwestern Pennsylvania with a huge

national history impact. Enjoy daily tours,

dinner theaters, lectures, music and more. 

     Unwind at any of the local restaurants

such as Voodoo Brewery, Riverside Brewing,

Davenport or Julian’s, which feature live

music entertainment most nights. 

     For more information including accom-

modations, events and additional itineraries,

go to VisitCrawford.org or phone (814) 

333-1258. Try downloading the new app

while on the site.                                        q
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Gateway Arch & Riverboats at the Gateway Arch

St. Louis, Missouri

     Gateway Arch National Park, nestled along the Mississippi River

in St. Louis, is a stunning park with a unique blend of history, culture

and beauty sure to captivate visitors of all ages. Make this iconic des-

tination a must-visit on your tours to offer your group a truly unfor-

gettable experience.

     Standing at 630-feet tall, the stainless-steel Gateway Arch is the

national park’s centerpiece monument. Take the Tram Ride to the

Top of the tallest monument in the U.S., for stunning panoramic views

of the city and the surrounding area.

     Explore multiple perspectives of westward expansion and more

than 200 years of American history at the Museum under the Gateway

Arch. The museum features Universal Design, inviting visitors to

wander through each gallery from multiple angles, with accessible

artifacts commemorating America’s pioneering spirit.

     Embark on a riverboat cruise to experience the majesty of the Mis-

sissippi River on the Riverboats at the Gateway Arch. These cruises

offer stunning views of the Gateway Arch, Eads Bridge and other

iconic St. Louis landmarks.

     Lunch or dinner menus can be tailored to fit your group's needs

dockside or on board the riverboats. The staff can offer a range of

options from box lunches on a one-hour Riverfront cruise or an

evening of entertainment with a three-course dinner cruise. Live
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music and dining options make these cruises

perfect for groups looking for a fun and relax-

ing outing.

     Planning a group tour? It is a breeze,

thanks to the dedicated group sales team. The

team specializes in tailoring experiences to

suit the unique needs and interests of your

group. They will assist with your group’s ticket

reservations, itineraries and dining options.

To book your group tour simply contact our

sales team by phone at (314) 923-3080 or  

e-mail groupsales@gatewayarch.com.

     Gather your group and get ready for a

remarkable journey through St. Louis' iconic

landmarks, history and scenic beauty. 

     Whether you are a history buff, a nature

enthusiast or simply someone looking for a

fun and unique experience, the Gateway Arch

and Riverboats at the Gateway Arch is a trip

you will remember for years to come.       q
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America’s most historic scenic railroad
book now at cumbrestoltec.com    1-877-890-2737

Journey into Adventure.
Step aboard the legendary Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad—North America’s most authentic steam adventure. 
Journey through majestic mountains, rugged canyons, and timeless western landscapes across Colorado and New 
Mexico. Feel the power of steam and the spirit of history come alive amid breathtaking views and timeless vintage 
charm. Group rates available!
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Oil Creek & Titusville
Railroad

Titusville, Pennsylvania

Hear the Whistle Call! 
Step back in time to the era of black gold and

iron horses! Immerse yourself in
Pennsylvania’s rich oil history. Board vintage

Pullman cars and travel back in time, chugging
through the scenic Oil Creek Valley. Group

rates and box lunches available.

Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad
409 S. Perry St., Titusville, PA 16354

Phone: 814.676.1733
octrr@zoominternet.net

www.octrr.org

88 88 8 88 8
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March 6-8, 2026  •  Owensboro, KY

Heartland Travel Showcase 2026
March 6–8 | Owensboro, Kentucky
 
Join the premier event where group tour operators and top travel 
suppliers from the Midwest connect to create unforgettable 
itineraries and lasting partnerships.
 
Discover hidden gems, meet destination experts, and unlock 
exclusive experiences that bring your tours to life. Whether it’s 
culture, cuisine, or adventure—this is where it all comes together.
 
Ready to find the next hidden gem for your tours? Contact 
sarah@ohiotravel.org or visit heartlandtravelshowcase.com 
to learn more and apply today.

DISCOVER 
THE HEART 
OF GROUP 
TRAVEL!
#OnlyInTheHeartland

https://www.heartlandtravelshowcase.com/


The Mountaineer offers
a supremely scenic journey
over New Hampshire’s
Crawford Notch.

Call or Book online - ConwayScenic.com • (603) 356-5251
38 Norcross Circle | North Conway, NH

The Mountaineer offers a supremely scenic
journey over New Hampshire’s Crawford Notch.

A CHOICE 
OF TRAIN 

RIDES! 
• Tour groups welcome!

• Spring and Winter options

• More 1 hr Valley trains!

• One way group travel
options and

special fares available

• More dates for the
scenic 4-hour

Mountaineer over
Crawford Notch!

• Ask about Crawford
boarding options!

For group sales contact:
Jack Duffin

jack@conwayscenic.com
603-986-7327

https://www.conwayscenic.com/


The Cold War Museum
Vint Hill, Virginia

One hour west of Washington, D.C.
Founded in 1996 by Francis Gary Powers Jr. and John C.
Welch, the Cold War Museum is dedicated to preserving
Cold War History, honoring the Cold War Veterans and
educating students about this time period.

Hours: 11-4 PM Saturdays, 1-4 PM Sundays
Private tours available during the week or after
regular business hours. Bus Parking Available.

Located at Vint Hill Farms
7172 Lineweaver Rd. • Warrenton, VA 20187

Restaurants and a winery are adjacent.
www.coldwar.org • Discounts for Groups

To arrange a private tour led by one of the museum
docents please contact Bryan A. Zwanzig
(540) 341-2008 • bryan.z@coldwar.org

77 77 7 77 7

https://coldwar.org/Default.asp
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/grbsh-springhill-suites-green-bay/overview/?%20scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://americangothichouse.org/


When it comes to unforgettable

group travel, Myrtle Beach knows

how to deliver – and two of its most

iconic attractions, Broadway Grand Prix and

Myrtle Waves Water Park, continue to raise the

bar for group entertainment.

     Just steps apart in the heart of Myrtle Beach,

these sister properties invite tour operators, stu-

dent groups and family reunions to experience

the best of both worlds: high-speed thrills and

refreshing relaxation.

     At Broadway Grand Prix, guests can race to

the finish on seven unique go-kart tracks, putt

their way through two 18-hole mini golf courses,

or rack up points inside the Grand Prix Arcade

filled with classic and cutting-edge games. Thrill

seekers can soar down the high-banked curves

of the Pro Track while younger racers find their

own adventure on the Kids and Family Tracks.

Add in bumper cars, the rock wall, and a full

snack bar – and you have got a stop that is guar-

anteed to keep groups smiling all day long.

    Then, cool off just across the street at Myrtle Waves Water Park,

South Carolina’s largest water park. Groups can enjoy more than

one million gallons of water fun, with slides, wave pools and splash

zones made for every age and adventure level. From the iconic

Turbo Twisters and Rockin’ Ray to the family-favorite Saturation

Station, Myrtle Waves delivers classic summer fun with modern

amenities, private cabanas and easy dining options that make

planning a breeze.

     Together, Broadway Grand Prix and Myrtle Waves create a seam-

less group itinerary – two premier attractions, one unbeatable location.

Custom group packages, meal deals and exclusive ride or slide times

are available, making it simple to tailor your visit for any occasion.

     Whether you are planning a student trip, corporate outing or multi-

generational adventure, make 2026 the year your group experiences

Myrtle Beach’s ultimate duo in fun – Broadway Grand Prix and Myrtle

Waves Water Park, where the excitement never slows down and the

memories last long after the bus ride home.                                    q

Double the Thrills, 
Double the Fun 
in Myrtle Beach

https://lazarusentertainment.com
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SWITCH NOW AND GET YOUR 
FREE SMART TERMINAL*

GROW YOUR BUSINESS.  Partner with North Today!

866.481.4604 WWW.NYNAB.COM

Rates As Low As 0.05%*

Bonus Features

EDGE: The Best CASH 
DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
from North
Are you ready to get rid of the impact 
of payment processing costs on your 
business?  Edge is a true dual pricing 
program that combines flat rate 
processing for card transactions  
and a discount for cash transactions.

Optional Program

with
4G / Wifi

FREE Credit Card Terminal Placement*
Wireless/Landline/High-Speed/Dial-Up

Easy Setup 
Quick Approvals and Setup Support

Access to Payments Hub
Our Secure, Online Merchant Portal

$295* Towards Your Early Termination Fee 
(If You Have One) with Your Current Processor

Free Paper*

Next Day Funding with Weekend Settlement

Point of Sale Systems
Recommendations, Solutions & Integrations

FREE 
STANDARD TERMINALS*  
AVAILABLE AS WELL

© 2025 North is a registered DBA of NorthAB, LLC. All rights reserved. NorthAB, LLC is a registered ISO of BMO Harris Bank N.A., 
Chicago, IL, Citizens Bank N.A., Providence, RI, The Bancorp Bank, Philadelphia, PA, and FFB Bank, Fresno, CA. *some restrictions 
apply. Merchant agreement required. Hardware is free for use while processing and must be returned upon termination of 
merchant agreement. Other fees may apply. Contact 866-481-4604 for details.

ONLINE PAYMENT 
GATEWAYS AVAILABLE

Send Digital Receipts 
Email or SMS a Receipt

Send Invoices*

Accept EMV/NFC
(Apple Pay, etc.)

REDUCE YOUR CREDIT 
CARD PROCESSING FEES

SAVE MONEY TODAY

https://nynab.com
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  Tourism Department  . . . . . . . . .16, 17
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BusToursMagazine.com

Looking for ideas for your next bus tours?

Surf on over to Bus Tours Magazine
at www.bustoursmagazine.com

for ideas including:

For more information on advertising opportunities please 
contact us at (815) 946-2341 or nationalbustrader@gmail.com

• Supplier Directory
• Online Editorial
• Digital Ads / Banners
• Digital Issues of Bus Tours Magazine
• Videos of Bus Tour Locations
• Regional Sections
• Plus Much More
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Get a Copy of Bus Tours Magazine
for a Friend or Associate

If you would like an additional free copy of Bus Tours Magazine, please follow
one of the three steps below to get on the mailing list. Please be sure to check one
of the tour involvement boxes on the form.

How Can I Receive Bus Tours Magazine Free?

p Additional Free Copy 
of Bus Tours Magazine

Name  __________________________________________________
Company  ______________________________________________
Street Address  __________________________________________
City  ___________________________________________________
State (Province)/Zip (PC)__________________________________

Contact me for renewal by    q e-mail q phone
Phone#________________________________________________
e-Mail   __________________________________________________
Please indicate your area(s) of group tour involvement:
p Bus/Group tour planner
p Tour Wholesaler
p Bus Operator Planning Tours
p Corporate/Organization Tours
p Receptive Operator
p Group Leader
p Other, please specify ___________________________________
Today’s Date ___________________________________________
Your signature _________________________________________

You May Also Fax This Form To: 815-946-2347
Free Bus Tours Magazine Subscription

Snail Mail – Fill out
the form and mail to: 
Bus Tours Magazine
9698 W. Judson Rd
Polo, IL, 61064

1
Fax – Fill out the card
below and fax to (815)
946-2347.2
Online – Visit our
Web site at www. 
bustoursmagazine.com
and click on the appro-
priate  “Subscribe” link. 

3
Postal regulations require that
we periodically obtain your ap-
proval to keep your name on
the mailing list of Bus Tours
Magazine. 
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Visit us at www.bustoursmagazine.com

Please fill out the Reader Service Card
on the back wrapper.

9698 W. Judson Road, Polo, Illinois 61064
January/February, 2026

•   Abilene & Smoky Valley Railroad
    page 19

•   The Inn at Christmas Place
    page 6

Moving Ahead
With 2026 Tours
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