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LENNARD HIGH JROTC TRIO SAVE LIFE
OF FELLOW STUDENT AFTER STABBING

Staff Report

State Rep. Danny Alvarez presents awards to Lennard High School JROTC ca-
dets Max Britton and sister Tess Britton and Tyler Grooms (center), recognizing  training

their courage and lifesaving actions after a fellow student was critically injured.

State Rep. Danny Alvarez, Michael Owen
and Lennard High School JROTC leadership
recognized three JROTC cadets for their ex-
traordinary courage, quick thinking and life-
saving actions after encountering a fellow
student critically injured near Lennard High
School.

Cadets Max and sister Tess Britton and
Tyler Grooms sprang into action on in Au-
gust after witnessing a fellow student in
need of immediate medical assistance.

Max and Grooms quickly began providing
first aid, using a belt as an improvised tour-
niquet to help control severe bleeding. Tess
called 911 and ran to Lennard High School’s
administrative office to get additional help.

The cadets remained with the injured stu-
dent until first responders arrived, working
together and remaining composed under ex-
traordinarily difficult circumstances.

“These three young leaders saw someone
in desperate need of help, and they didn't
hesitate. They acted,” Alvarez said. "Max,
Tess and Tyler showed courage, compassion
and leadership well beyond their years. Their
actions helped save a life, and they should
make every parent, teacher and member of
this community incredibly proud.”

The cadets were recognized Thursday
during a news conference in Lennard High

School's JROTC
classroom,
where speakers
also highlighted
the role JROTC
instructors
play in prepar-
ing students to
lead, serve and
B respond  when
NS their communi-
— ties need them.

Grooms said,
"My scouts and
JROTC first aid

came
into action when
we saw the

bleeding.”

"What happened that day demonstrates
the tremendous character being developed
in young people right here in our commu-
nity,” Owen said. "These cadets relied on
one another, kept their composure and put
someone else's well-being ahead of their
own. That is service. That is leadership. And
that is exactly why programs like JROTC and
the instructors behind them are so valuable.”

Lennard High School's JROTC program
emphasizes leadership, teamwork, responsi-
bility and service, preparing cadets to carry
those principles beyond the classroom.

The cadets’ actions exemplify the Army
values at the heart of JROTC, including duty,
respect, selfless service, honor and personal
courage.

"What these cadets did is a reminder that
leadership isn't just about wearing a uniform
or holding a title,” Alvarez said. “Leadership
is recognizing when someone needs you and
having the courage to step forward. These
three stepped forward, and a young man is
alive today because people were willing to
act.”

The mother of the injured student sent a
letter to Britton and Grooms and thanked
them for their life-saving actions. The stu-
dent is home and recovering.
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% % % Lennard High School JROTC cadets and community members participate
§ o ; in the 9/11 Cadet Memorial Walk on September 11, honoring the 2,977
>3 lives lost in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The 2.977-mile walk
53 (_ﬁ began at 8:46 a.m., marking the time Flight 11 struck the North Tower. See
ox> Jull story on Page 7.

LAKE TOSCANA ENTERS FINAL CHAPTER AS
SUNRISE HOMES OPENS REMAINING LOTS

Sunrise™ =
Homes is near-
ing the end of

its  long-run-
ning buildout in
Lake Toscana,

a  community
in  Wimauma
known for ex-
pansive home-
sites and quiet,
natural scenery.
With only a few
lots remaining,
company repre-
sentatives said this
final stretch marks
a unique oppor-
tunity for buyers
seeking  privacy

SUNRISE HOMES

By Kelly Wlse Valdes

. a $50,000 credit often
- used toward flooring,
) cabinetry, countertops,
fixtures and other high-
end finishes.

and space in one
of South Hillsbor-
ough's most distinctive neighborhoods.

Dr. Ali Hashini, CEO of Sunrise Homes, said
the community's scale and natural features
have set it apart.

“Lake Toscana is truly a one-of-a-kind
community. With 512 acres and only 127
homesites, homeowners have a level of
space and privacy that is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to find,” said Dr. Hasbini. “The
half-acre to l-acre homesites, combined
with the natural beauty of the community,
have made Lake Toscana a very special place
to build a home. With only four homesites
remaining, we're proud to see the vision for
this community come to life and excited to
welcome its final homeowners.”

“Each of the remaining homesites offers
a unique, private view. All without backyard
neighbors,” said Rob Hall, a sales associated
with Sunrise Homes in Lake Toscana.

The community, developed in phases over
several years, has drawn buyers looking for
oversized lots and access to preserved land-
scapes. Hall said these last sites continue
that theme, providing wide-ranging views
and a sense of seclusion that were estab-
lished in earlier phases.

Sunrise Homes is also offering buyers a
sizable incentive that Hall described as espe-
cially valuable for those wanting to person-
alize their new build.

“This incentive may apply to any upgrades
at our design center,” he said, referring to
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Anyone concerned about rising taxes
in retirement
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RSVP required: call 813-633-7333
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WHAT YOU’LL LEARN:

@ Tax-Smart Retirement Income
@ Roth Conversions & Tax-Efficient Investing
& RMD Planning & Sustainable Cash Flow

@ Addressing Retirement’s #1 Threat

Hall said the environ-
mental setting plays a
key role in how Sunrise
Homes approaches its layouts.

"We build open, spacious designs featur-
ing large windows that capture natural light
and offer views of the peaceful surround-
ings,” he said.

For buyers looking to build from the
ground up, Sunrise Homes provides a hands-
on design experience.

"Sunrise Homes offers the experience
of customizing your design features inde-
pendently (not ‘packages’ like other build-
ers),” said Hall. "We allow some structural
changes such as larger garages, wall exten-
sions and door/window openings, depending
on the buyer’s needs.”

He added that the overall timeline is
straightforward.

"The process takes approximately 11
months from the purchase agreement to
move-in,” said Hall.

For more information, visit www.sunrise-
homescorp.com. You can visit the model
home at 5333 Lake Venice Dr. in Wimauma
or call 813-934-2206.
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100 WHO CARE VALENCIA LAKES
DONATES TO MAGNIFIED VOICES

Staff Report
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MOM CREATES SOCIAL CIRCLE
INSPIRING PLAY AND CREATIVITY

By Libby Hopkins
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Lisa Sosa is a military
wife and a proud mom of
two amazing children. She
had a fabulous career as a
retail buyer that took her
all over the world and let
her meet many people and
see all the latest fashions. =

T truly had my dream
job, and I was proud to
say, 'T LOVE my job,” Sosa
said. "It challenged me, al-
lowed me to travel domes-
tically and internationally,
introduced me to incred-
ible people and gave me
the opportunity to make
a measurable impact on
the businesses I helped
lead.”

After having her two
children, her definition
of success began to
change.

"T realized that while
I was helping build suc-
cessful businesses, the
most important thing I
wanted to build was a
strong foundation for my own family,” Sosa
said. "I wanted more time with my children
and husband, and I wanted to help build the
kind of village I wanted them to grow up,”

As she became more involved in her local
community, she discovered she wasn't alone.

"I met so many families who were search-
ing for the very same thing: more opportu-
nities to connect, meaningful experiences to
share with their children and a place where
everyone felt welcomed, included and sup-
ported,” she said. “Those conversations be-
came the foundation for Our Social Circle.”

Our Social Circle officially launched in April
2025 with its very first event, the Founding

Families Play Date, at a lo-
cal park in Brandon.

“From the beginning, my
goal wasn't simply to or-
ganize another playdate;
it was to intentionally cre-
ate a space where both
children and parents could
connect,” Sosa said. "While
the kids enjoyed sensory ta-
bles, coloring stations, lawn
games and other hands-on
activities, parents had a

Lisa Sosa is s the founder of Our Social dedicated lounge where

Circle, an organization in SouthShore they could relax, have

that brings families together of play-
dates and creative events.

conversations and begin
building relationships with
other families.”

Since then, Sosa has
continued hosting small-
er, more intimate gath-
erings while thoughtfully
planning what's next.

"We're now working
toward larger commu-
nity experiences that
bring together families
alongside local business-
es, organizations and

community leaders,” Sosa said. “"One of the
things that's important to me is helping fam-
ilies discover the incredible businesses and
organizations already serving our own back-
yard. There are so many people making a
positive difference, but many families simply
don't know they exist. Our Social Circle cre-
ates opportunities for those connections to
happen naturally. When a family discovers a
resource that enriches their lives and a local
business gains a lifelong customer, everyone
wins."

If you'd like to learn more about Our So-
cial Circle, you can visit Sosa's website at
https://oursocialcirclefl.com/.

Your Financial
Life Is Personal.

Your Advice
Should Be Too.

For us, con::ierge service
means more than
returning a phone call or
scheduling an annual
review. It means being
accessible, attentive, and
genuinely invested in the
relationships we build.

At

we provide personalized
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management, and proactive guidance - all supported by a
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The 100 Who Care Valencia Lakes Giv-
ing Circle is proud to announce that it
chose Magnified Voices as the recipient
of its 2026 second-quarter donation.
Thanks to the generosity of the 100
Who Care VL members, its donation was
$7,000.

Magnified Voices (https://magnified-
voices.org/) was born from a simple
belief: When people have knowledge,
community and someone standing be-
side them, they can change their own
lives and their neighborhoods. Magni-
fied Voices is a community-based out-
reach and civic empowerment organiza-
tion that believes change happens when
communities come together to support
one another and take action. Its mission
is to ensure that every community mem-
ber, especially those in underserved ar-
eas, has access to the support, informa-
tion and opportunities needed to thrive.

The check presentation to Shelondria
Hicks and Gianny Hunt, co-founders of
Magnified Voices, took place on Sep-
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e

tember 10 at the quarterly meeting of
the 100 Who Care at the Valencia Lakes
Clubhouse. The joyous event was attend-
ed by many members of the 100 Who
Care.

The 100 Who Care Valencia Lakes Giv-
ing Circle was established in April 2021
by Karen Corbin, a Valencia Lakes res-
ident and has grown from 21 members
to 72. The sole purpose of the 100 Who
Care is to bring together men and wom-
en of Valencia Lakes who care about
local causes and, using the power of
collective giving, to make a difference
for local, deserving nonprofits. Over the
years, thanks to its generous and caring
members, it has donated over $167,000,
100 percent of which goes directly to
the chosen local nonprofit.

If you are a Valencia Lakes resident
and are interested in joining, contact
Corbin at kscorbinl@gmail.com or visit
its website at www.grapevine.org/giv-
ing-circle/KXMhmP/100-Who-Care-Va-
lencia-Lakes.
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LEGOLAND DEBUTS ALL-NEW & EXPANDED
BRICK OR TREAT STREET

o » 28 A = i g
Families looking for a not-so-scary way
to celebrate Halloween will find plenty of
tricks, treats and LEGO fun at LEGOLAND
Florida Resort this fall as the popular Brick
or Treat event returns with a major new
attraction.

Running on select dates from Saturday,
September 5, through Saturday, October
31, Brick or Treat will once again transform
the park into Mischief Town, where young-
er children and their families can enjoy a
full day and evening of Halloween enter-
tainment. This year, the event introduces
Brick or Treat Street, an immersive, inter-
active trick-or-treat experience featuring
six life-sized LEGO Monster homes.

“Brick or Treat has always been about
creating a Halloween experience families
can enjoy together, and this year we're
taking it to a whole new level with the ad-
dition of Brick or Treat Street,” said Brian
Bacica, president of LEGOLAND Florida
Resort.

Families can explore the homes of some
of their favorite LEGO Monster characters,
each offering its own surprises and inter-
active experiences. Visitors can search for
runaway frogs at Wacky Witch's Cottage,
witness Wolf Guy's full-moon transforma-
tion, encounter creepy-crawly surprises at
Spider Lady's Castle and awaken an an-

cient curse in Mum-
my's Throne Room.

Other stops in-
clude Plant Mon-
ster's Greenhouse,
where curious ex-
plorers can encoun-
ter giant vines and
hungry plants, and
Scarecrow's Barn,
where guests can
strike silly poses
and collect a LEGO
brick before con-
tinuing their adventure.

The Halloween fun continues through-
out Mischief Town with monster meet-
and-greets, live entertainment, interactive
shows and seasonal LEGO building activi-
ties. Families can also experience The Great
Monster Chase 4D Movie, featuring special
effects and an action-packed LEGO Mon-
ster adventure.

After dark, guests can stroll through the
new Potion Mischief Light Trail, featuring
colorful projections, glowing effects and
interactive experiences. On select Saturday
evenings, the fan-favorite Monster Skytac-
ular drone show will return, with hundreds
of illuminated drones creating LEGO Mon-
ster-inspired scenes in the night sky.

All Brick or Treat activities are included
with general admission and annual passes,
making the event an accessible option for
families seeking Halloween fun designed
especially for younger children.

LEGOLAND Florida Resort is located
in Winter Haven, approximately midway
between Tampa and Orlando, and offers
more than 50 rides, live shows and attrac-
tions across its 150-acre resort.

For event dates and additional infor-
mation, visit LEGOLAND Florida Resort's
website at www.legoland.com/florida/.

Staff Report

AMERICAN LEGION POST 246 APPOINTS
ORATORICAL CONTEST CHAIR

American Legion
Post 246 has ap-
pointed Bob Clay-
comb as chair of
the National High
School Oratori-
cal Scholarship
Program for the
post. Claycomb
co-chaired the
successful Oratori-
cal Contest for his
post in Arizona. He
is excited to revi-
talize the Oratori-
cal Contest for the
Sun City Center
post.

The  American
Legion's annual High School Oratorical
Scholarship Program is part of the Le-
gion's mentoring youth and promoting
Americanism missions. In addition to
refining public speaking skills, students
develop leadership qualities, critical
thinking and appreciation of the rights
and privileges of American citizenship.
Winners at the national level are award-
ed scholarships of $25,000 for first
place, $22,500 for second and $20,000
for third. There are also awards for local,
district, regional and state winners.

Participants are required to prepare
an eight to 10-minute speech on some
aspect of the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States. In addition to their prepared
speech, contestants will present a three
to five-minute extemporaneous talk de-
signed to test their knowledge of the
Constitution.

“The students who accept the chal-
lenge are amazing,” said Claycomb.
"They know much more about our gov-
ernment and the Constitution than most

Bob Claycomb.

Staff Report

adults. It's truly mar-
velous to listen to their
speeches.”

American Legion Post
246 will be promoting
this scholarship program
for bona fide students
in grades nine through
12. Claycomb will reach
out to counselors, histo-
ry and speech teachers
and debate coaches at
four local high schools
East Bay, Lenard,
\ Morgan and Sumner —
to discuss the Oratorical
Contest. He will also be
available to assist con-
testants with speech and
delivery preparation.

High school students under age 20 are
eligible. Competition begins at the post
level and advances to a state competi-
tion. Legion department representatives
certify one winner per state to the na-
tional contest, where department win-
ners compete against each other in two
speaking rounds. The contest caps off
with a final round that decides the three
top finishers.

Speaking subjects must be on some
aspect of the US. Constitution, with
some emphasis on the duties and obli-
gations of citizens to our government.
Speeches are eight to 10 minutes long;
three- to five-minute speeches on an as-
signed topic also are part of the contest.

Further information is available on
the American Legion national web-
site, www.legion.org/oratorical; on the
American Legion Post 246 website,
https://americanlegionfl.vet/; or by con-
tacting Claycomb at rsclay2012@gmail.
com.
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CYPRESS CREEK CELEBRATES BEST OF THE
BEST WIN AT ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF

813-641-4968 |

Cypress Creek |
Assisted Living & &
Memory Care Resi- ‘
dence is celebrating
another year of rec- &
ognition and com- X
munity  connection B
after being named --
a 2026 Tampa Bay
Times Best of the
Best Winner in both
Assisted Living and
Memory Care. The
honor marks the
third  consecutive
year Cypress Creek
has received the dis-
tinction in both cate-
gories.

For the family-owned community, the rec-
ognition represents more than an award. It
reflects the trust of residents and their fam-
ilies and the compassion and dedication of
the Cypress Creek team.

"Being recognized for a third consecutive
year is an incredible honor,” said Jim Biggins,
owner of Cypress Creek. "As a family-owned
residence, our roots run deep and our ded-
ication is personal. We know that recogni-
tion like this is only possible because of the
people who make Cypress Creek what it is
— our incredible team, our residents and the
families who trust us.”

The community will celebrate its Best of
the Best recognition while also bringing res-
idents, families and neighbors together for
its annual Chili Cook-Off on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, from 11 am.-1 p.m. at 970 Cypress
Village Blvd. in Sun City Center.

The event offers free admission and in-
vites guests to enter a pot of chili, sample
the entries and vote for their favorites.
Prizes will be awarded for both Judge's

Staff Report

Choice and People's
Choice, making the
event an afternoon
of friendly competi-
. tion, food and com-
munity spirit.

This year's cook-
off will also sup-

port Southern
States Bully Rescue
(SSBR), a Flori-

da-based, all-volun-
teer, foster-based
501(c)(3)  rescue
organization dedi-
cated to rescuing,
rehabilitating and
rehoming bully
breed dogs, many
of which come from situations of abuse and
neglect.

Cypress Creek is proud to make a dona-
tion in honor of Annie, Bleu and Theo, three
special dogs who are part of the Cypress
Creek family, and all the dogs SSBR works
to place in loving forever homes.

"We are honored to bring our community
together for an event that celebrates both
our residents and the organizations making
a difference around us,” Biggins said.

Joining the cook-off as judges will be
Master Deputy Jeffrey E. Merry Jr. of the
Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office; Bonnie
Peacock, executive director of the Greater
SouthShore Chamber of Commerce; and
Sarah Baez, CSA senior living placement
specialist with CarePatrol of Bradenton &
Southshore.

Guests are encouraged to RSVP by call-
ing 813-633-7777 or emailing joy(@cypress-
creekalf.com.

For more information, visit www.cypress-
creekalf.com or call 813-633-7777.
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NONPROFIT BRINGS INDEPENDENCE
THROUGH ADAPTIVE E-BIKES

On a quiet stretch
of Balm Riverview
Road, a local nonprof-
it is helping residents
regain independence
and reconnect with
their ~ communities,
one adaptive bicycle
at a time. - ¢

The Mobility Bless-
ing Initiative (MBI),
founded by US. Army
veteran and longtime
community  leader
Rande Harris, pro-
vides new adaptive
electric bicycles and
tricycles to individuals who need safe, com-
fortable transportation.

Serving residents across Hillshorough
and Polk counties, the organization focuses
on seniors, veterans, individuals with dis-
abilities and families facing financial chal-
lenges.

"Mobility is dignity,” Harris said. "When
someone receives adaptive transportation,
they're receiving the freedom to participate
in life again.”

Harris founded MBI after witnessing
how limited transportation options can af-
fect people’s ability to work, attend medical
appointments, participate in worship and
enjoy everyday activities.

His background includes six years in
Army logistics, 26 years in retail leadership
and more than a decade ministering inside
Polk County Correctional. Through those ex-
periences, he saw individuals struggling to
access resources and regain independence.

Insurance rarely covers adaptive trans-
portation, and specialized equipment can
be financially out of reach for many families.

"T kept meeting people who weren't ask-
ing for luxury,” Harris said. "They were ask-

’ ‘," 1058 il
{4 BES;"%‘
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Rande Harris and wife Ana Lopes-Harris are the
founders of the Mobility Blessing Initiative.

TESSERA OF BRANDON IS NOW

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

PROUDLY PART OF THE PROVIDENCE SENIOR LIVING FAMILY.

The caring team and compassionate staff
residents and families know and trust remain
the same, now supported by experienced
local ownership dedicated to building a
meaningful community and Creating the Best
Day Possible for every resident—every day.

Ambiance at Brandon proudly offers Assisted
Living and Memory Care enhanced by
state-of-the-art technology, innovative safety
features, and personalized support designed
to provide comfort, connection, and peace of
mind for residents and families alike.

Call Jill or Bill at 813-607-6880 today to
schedule your personal tour and experience
the difference at Ambiance at Brandon.

udly recognized as a Tampa Bay Times Best of the Best
for 6 consecutive years—including the most recent!

Staff Report

ing for the ability to
move.”

The initiative's im-
pact can be seen in
the lives of its recipi-
ents. A Riverview sol-
dier recovering from a
__ lengthy illness received
N an adaptive  e-trike
= that helped him return

. to neighborhood out-
J ~ ings and church gath-
erings.

A disabled Brandon
veteran received an
e-bike that made trav-
eling to appointments
and reconnecting with the community eas-
ier. In Tampa, a single mother caring for a
child with mobility limitations found relief
through adaptive transportation.

MBI has also supported returning citi-
zens through Harris's volunteer ministry,
helping them access transportation as they
rebuild their lives after release.

The organization relies on volunteers,
churches, civic groups and families to iden-
tify individuals in need, coordinate deliveries
and support outreach efforts.

MBI is working to expand partnerships
with senior centers, hospitals, rehabilitation
clinics, faith-based organizations and vet-
eran support networks. It is also pursuing
grant funding to increase its inventory and
improve delivery logistics.

Harris hopes to establish MBI as a re-
gional resource for adaptive transportation,
connecting more people with practical mo-
bility solutions.

“Freedom of movement is a gift,” he said.
"And we're here to make sure everyone
has access to it.” For more information or
to get involved, visit the charity website at
www.mobilityblessinginitiative.com.

L

Creating the Best Day Possible

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511
813-607-6880 // Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING

CENTER 4LIFE LEARNING BEGINS
FALL SEMESTER OF CLASSES

Come learn and be entertained. The 2026
Center 4Life Learning Fall Semester be-
gins the week of October 5. The classes are
open to all adults in the community and are
held on the campus of The United Method-
ist Church of Sun City Center (SCCUMC),
located at 1971 Haverford Ave. in Sun City
Center. The classes provide intellectual stim-
ulation and fellowship with a wide variety of
subjects. Class descriptions, instructor bios,
class dates and times are listed on the Cen-
ter 4Life Learning website, www.lovethe-
light.com/4lifelearning.

On Thursday, September 24, Center 4Life
Learning with the Pelican Players Commu-
nity Theater will host registration day and a
comedy production, Love... Or Best Offer, in
SCCUMC's Life Enrichment Center. Fall class
registration will held from 1-3:30 p.m. and
6-8:30 p.m. There will be two shows, one at
1:30 p.m. and the other at 6:30 p.m., for $20.

Fall courses include:

* Art: '‘Beginning Paper Quilling,” ‘Adven-
ture in Crafting, 'Make Your Mark - Doo-
dling’ and ‘Modern Dot Art.'

* Discussion: ‘Chautauqua XIII' and ‘Artifi-

Staff Report

cial Intelligence
- Revisited.'

*  Finance:
‘Investment,
Estate and Tax
Planning’ and
‘What  Would
Happen If You
Got Hit by a
Bus?

. Health:
‘End-of-life
Planning  for
You and Your
Family, ‘Enrich-
ing  Relation-
ships  Through
Self-discovery’
and 'Plant-powered Living: A Holistic Ap-
proach to Vibrant Health.'

* Living: ‘A Holistic Approach to Vibrant
Health' and ‘Therapeutic Writing Can En-
hance 12-step Recovery.’

 History: 'The Amazing Adames' and
‘High-altitude Reconnaissance During the
Cold War.'

* Language: 'Sign Language’ and ‘Begin-
ners Conversational Spanish Level IT & Level
I’

e Live Theater: Fun With Improv.

* Technology: ‘Smartphone Pictures - How
To Take, Store and Share' and 'Streaming
Movies, TV & Music.’

Center 4Life Learning also has day trips.
To learn more or register for classes, the
show or trips, go to www.lovethelight.
com/4lifelearning or visit the Center 4Life
Learning office. The Center 4Life Learning
office is open Monday through Friday, 8:30
am.-12:30 p.m. Credit card, check and cash
are accepted in the center office. Sign up
today. For more information, call 813-634-
8607 or email center4life@sccumc.com.

=G

COUNCIL"FARMERS
MARKET

WE WILL BE OPEN 10AM-2PM
Come enjoy the farm. Walk the nursery.
Meet local vendors & support what your local community.

Join us in Ruskin for a market focused on what farmers
markets are about! You will find local produce, chicken and
eggs, seafood,sourdough, honey, microgreens, jams, pickles,
coffee and more, all surrounded by our sod farm and nursery

3226 24TH STREET RUSKIN, FL 33570

s
PHONE 813-633-8665 W‘ WWW.FRESHSOD.COM

Guided Kayak Tours ~ Eco Tours
sunset Dinner Cruises

E‘; Reserve Your Five Star Tour

Lrdituotey Teioby

latitudestours.com or 813-641-1311
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HILLSBOROUGH COLLEGE LAUNCHES
CAMPAIGN FOR SS WORKFORCE BUILDING

LENNARD HIGH SCHOOL JROTC HOSTS
“9/ 11 CADET MEMORIAL WALK"

Hillsborough
College is inviting
community mem-
bers and business
leaders to invest in
the future of South
Hillshorough Coun-
ty through its Har- S0
vesting the Future |
Campaign, a $5 mil-
lion fundraising ef-
fort supporting the
planned Pop and
Glenn Dickman Family Workforce Educa-
tion Building at the college’s SouthShore
Campus.

"The SouthShore Campus sits on land
the Dickman family farmed for genera-
tions before they gave it to Hillsborough
College,” said Dr. Jennifer China, presi-
dent of Hillsborough College’s SouthShore
Campus. “They understood something
that guides our work every day — you
plant what you want to see grow. Today,
we are planting careers, and the harvest is
a workforce that will sustain South Hills-
borough County for decades to come.”

The campaign will be highlighted at the
Harvesting the Future Gala on Friday, Oc-
tober 23, at 6 p.m. at the Hilton Tampa
Downtown, located at 211 N. Tampa St.
in Tampa. Hosted by the Glenn and Dani-
ta Dickman family, the gala will include a
performance by The Temptations Review
featuring the Legacy of Dennis Edwards.

The planned Pop and Glenn Dickman
Family Workforce Education Building will
expand instructional capacity, provide
modern learning spaces for workforce-fo-
cused programs and create additional
opportunities for students to prepare for
high-demand careers while supporting the
region's continued economic growth.

The need for expanded workforce educa-

OHe

POP AND.

GLENN DICKMAN
WORKFORCE meno': frye>d
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tion in South Hills-
borough  County
continues to grow
as the region expe-
riences rapid pop-
| ulation  growth.
y Between the 2010
™ and 2020 cen-
Y suses, the Ruskin,
Apollo Beach and
Wimauma areas
added more than
26,000 residents,
a combined increase of roughly 70 per-
cent. That growth has increased demand
for accessible education and workforce
training while creating a greater need for
skilled talent among local employers.

To learn more about the campaign,
sponsorship opportunities or tickets, vis-
it https://hcfgive.org/hcc-southshore-giv-
ing/. All gifts will be matched dollar for
dollar up to $500,000.

Hillsborough College serves more than
47,000 students annually at its five cam-
puses located throughout Tampa Bay. For
more information, visit https://hcfl.edu/.

Hillsborough College is accredited by
the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) to award associate and bac-
calaureate degrees. Hillshorough College
also may offer credentials such as certif-
icates and diplomas at approved degree
levels. Questions about the accreditation
of Hillsborough College may be directed
in writing to the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
GA 30033-4097; by calling 404-679-
4500; or by using information available on
SACSCOC's website (www.sacscoc.org).

Visit https://hcfl.edu/accreditation for
more information.

L2

On September 11, the
Lennard High School JROTC
program hosted its 9/11 Ca-
det Memorial Walk, inviting
the local community to re- —
member the tragedy that o
befell the nation 25 years |
ago.

Gathering on the Lennard
High School track, the event
began with the national an-
them and the presentation of
the colors. The memorial walk commenced
shortly thereafter at 8:46 a.m. sharp, a ges-
ture to the hour at which Flight 11 struck
the North Tower. Participants then walked
2977 miles, a march to honor each life lost
on 9/11.

Among those in attendance were the
Lennard JROTC Cadet Corps, Fire Rescue
17, county sheriffs, SouthShore Chamber
members, representatives from the Military
Order of the World Wars (MOWW) and lo-
cal news outlets, including Fox News 13 and
Bay News 9. The event's guest speaker was
retired U.S. Army Col. Thomas Hanley.

Participating cadets were grateful for
the opportunity to remember 9/11 along-
side members of their JROTC and Ruskin
communities.

“T was very excited because it definitely
is a tragic event that needs to be covered,”

Working together to help
you reach your health goals

By Madeline Gardner

said Peyton McGregor, a
sophomore and a compa-
ny commander. “So, the
% way that we handled it,
B I definitely thought that
- was done very well.”
| Nathan Roberts, a ju-
nior and battalion adju-
tant, echoed McGregor's
enthusiasm,  explaining,
"T was very excited as it
would allow me
to ... memorial-
. ize, I think. Just
~everyone who
"l . hald]  fallen
#il  that day and to
. really just show
- them respect.”

Roberts and
McGregor also
explained how
this  memorial
walk helped shape their understanding of
9/11.

"It really put into perspective for me,
at least, how many people had fallen that
day,” said Roberts. "As when I heard the
number of people that died, it really made
me understand why we were walking those
12 laps, we walked [those] ... 2977 miles.”

McGregor emphasized how the distance
traveled by cadets was something that res-
onated with her, too.

"It definitely made me understand more,
just walking,” said McGregor. “You think
about it first and you're like, we're just go-
ing to do these 12 laps. And then as you're
walking, you're thinking [about] how ev-
erything happened, how many families this
affected and just friends. These are just or-
dinary people out there that lost their lives,
as well as like the firefighters.”

9 *911.01w
NEVER FORGET

Sun City Senior Care is in network with Humana and ready to welcome you.

With Humana, you’ll get access to providers who are dedicated to listening to what’s important
to you, so you can continue doing what you love. Because when we say we connect you to
personalized care, we mean care that’s focused on all the things that make you, you.

!

for adults 65+

Specialized primary care

¢+

A professional care team that
takes the time to listen

Z

An emphasis on treating every
patient with respect and compassion

)

\¢

@ Experience care from Sun City Senior Care at a local clinic

Sun City Senior Care
1615 Sun City Center Plaza, Sun City Center, FL 33573

[=;
=

10
2 Visit HealthThatCares.com or scan the QR code.

SENIOR CARE

Other Providers are available in our network. Provider may also contract with other plan sponsors. Important! At Humana, it is important you are treated fairly.
Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal Civil Rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex,
sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, marital status or religion. ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, longuoge assistance services, free of charge,

are available to you. Call 1-855-205- 7829 (TTY: 711). Espafiol (Spanish): ATENCION: Si
Llame al 1-844-346-2176 (TTY: 711). %48 3C (Chinese): 11

Y0040 GHHMBNAEN27 C

UESH G dEE 3

Call a licensed Humana sales agent

877-388-8277
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., ET
Hablamos espanol

habla esparol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingdistica.
ERILISE MEASRESRIIARYS . F5EGE 1-855-205-7829 (TTY: 711),
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMED IN HONOR OF

EDUCATOR KEN

NETH R. OTERO

By Marie Gilmore

A new middle school under construction
in Wimauma will bear the name of a long-
time Hillshorough County Public Schools
leader whose career spanned nearly four
decades.

On September 1, the Hillsborough Coun-
ty School Board voted to name the new
campus Kenneth R. Otero Middle School.
Currently referred to as Middle School WV,
the school's name was selected following a
community naming process that generated
more than 1,100 recommendations for con-
sideration.

Located on West Lake Drive in Wimauma,
on the same property as Aquilla J. Morgan
High School, the approximately $72 million
middle school is scheduled to open in Au-
gust 2027. The school will serve students in
grades six through eight, with capacity for
up to 1,600 students.

The new campus will provide students
with a variety of academic and enrichment
opportunities designed to complement the
educational offerings at nearby Aquilla J.
Morgan High School, which opened in 2025.

Planned programs include rigorous and
accelerated coursework, opportunities to
earn high school credits, career and tech-
nical education, industry certifications and
extracurricular activities. Students will also

Hillsborough County

have opportunities to
participate in clubs and
sports based on student
interest.

Kenneth R.  Ote-
ro Middle School will
honor an educator and
administrator who ded-
icated 38 years to Hill-
shorough County Public
Schools, serving from
1975 to 2013.

Otero began his ca-
reer as a teacher at
Plant High School in 1975 before becom-
ing an assistant principal at the school. He
later served as principal of Sligh Junior
High School and Tampa Bay Technical High
School.

In 1996, Otero transitioned into district
leadership as general director. He subse-
quently served as assistant superintendent
for administration and deputy superinten-
dent.

Throughout his career, Otero helped sup-
port student success, strengthen school
leadership and advance educational oppor-
tunities throughout the district.

“This new middle school represents our
continued commitment to providing stu-
dents with access to innovative learning
environments in communities experiencing
rapid growth,” said Superintendent Van
Ayres.

“We look forward to opening the Kenneth
R. Otero Middle School in 2027, which will
honor an exceptional former leader whose
contributions helped shape the success of
our district and the students we serve.”

The school's opening will expand educa-
tional opportunities for families in the rap-
idly growing South Hillsborough County
community.

HCFL Alert: It's Hurricane
Season. Prepare today.

Get Connected.
Stay Alert.

Receive notifications for:
* Severe Weather
Road Closures

Evacuation Notices

Service Interruptions

Public Health/Safety
Warnings

POP-UP CENTERS OPENING FOR
REBUILDING FOR TOMORROW PROGRAM

Staff Report

Hillsborough ment  pro-
County will open grams  are
pop-up ser- . . available
vice centersin Rebulldlng for for qualified
Town 'N Coun- homeowners.
try, Brandon and Tomorrow Eligible

Ruskin for one
day each this
month to
help income-eligible residents who had
property damage from Hurricanes Helene
or Milton in 2024. The service centers
will offer assistance to residents apply-
ing for relief funds as part of the county’s
Rebuilding for Tomorrow Homeowner
Repair and Reconstruction Program.

The pop-up centers will be open from
3:30-5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September
29, at Ruskin Branch Library, located at
26 Dickman Dr. SE in Ruskin.

In addition to the pop-up centers, the
Rebuilding for Tomorrow Service Cen-
ter, located at 1029 E. Hillsborough Ave.
in Tampa, remains open. Hours for the
Hillsborough Avenue site are from 8
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Hill-
shorough County also has a call center to
help with the application process. Resi-
dents can call 813-540-7767 from 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Hillsborough County was awarded
$709 million by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development to as-
sist with recovery and mitigation efforts
related to Hurricanes Helene and Milton,
which struck in 2024. About $211 mil-
lion of that amount will be dedicated to
the Homeowner Repair and Reconstruc-
tion Program. Qualified homeowners
may get funding and support to repair or
rebuild their homes. For those who have
already repaired home damages from
Hurricanes Helene or Milton, reimburse-

COGGINS

residents can
qualify for up
to $350,000
to replace or rebuild storm-damaged
housing; $10,000-$50,000 in eligible
reimbursement costs for permitted work
already completed by the homeowner;
or up to $150,000 in repairs that have not
been covered under other programs. The
program is for homeowners earning up
to 120 percent of area median income
($110,100 annual household income for
a two-person household), with priori-
ty given to those earning 80 percent or
less of area median income ($73,400 an-
nual household income for a two-person
household).

The Rebuilding for Tomorrow program
will remain open until all funding is ob-
ligated. In addition to funding for home-
owner assistance, some of the grant
money will go toward projects to repair
damage the storms caused to roads, ca-
nals, culverts, pump stations, wastewater
lift stations and other infrastructure, as
well as to projects that will improve the
area’s resilience for future storms.

About the Rebuilding for Tomorrow
Program

Rebuilding for Tomorrow is a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant - Disaster
Recovery (CDBG-DR) program adminis-
tered by Hillsborough County and funded
by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) that provides
funding to help communities recover
from Hurricanes Helene and Milton.

CFC037149

PLUMBING &
813-643-7173

Licensed ¢ Bonded ° Insured

(813) 643-7173

Plumbing Repairs
Re-pipes

Drain stoppages
Home Additions
Remodels

Fixtures & Accessories

Backflow Device Testing

Water Softener Installation
Water Heater Installation

New Construction (Residential)
New Construction (Commercial)

Find out more at our website:

WWW.COGGINSPLUMBING.COM

Proudly serving the Tampa Bay area for over 30 years.

YOUR NEXT
SERVICE CALL

WATER HEATER
PURCHASE
& INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL
REPIPES

Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. lCoupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. I Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service.

Expires 10/15/26 1

Expires 10/15/26 1

Expires 10/15/26
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CHAMBER CELEBRATES SHEAR STYLE
STUDIO'S REOPENING AFTER HURRICANE

=4

The Greater SouthShore .
Chamber of Commerce
joined local business own-
er Jeanine Dowling and a
strong crowd of community
members this morning for a 2
ribbon-cutting ceremony at &= il
Shear Style Studio, marking
the salon's grand reopening, ¥
eight-year anniversary and j&
hard-won return after the
studio was destroyed in the
hurricanes.

What was once a devas-
tating loss has been trans-
formed into a beautiful,
thoughtfully renovated space. Guests who
stepped inside this morning saw a bright,
welcoming studio that stands as a clear
testament to resilience, determination and
the power of community support. The ren-
ovation is not only functional — it is lovely,
reflecting both Jeanine's care for her clients
and her refusal to let the storms have the
final word.

“This morning felt like pure triumph,” said
Bonnie Peacock, executive director of the
Greater SouthShore Chamber of Commerce.

Staff Report

: ~ | business and this
owner mean to peo-
ple in Ruskin. Watch-
« ing her cut that rib-
bon after everything
| the hurricanes took
-1 was one of those
é moments that re-
s = mind you why local
| businesses matter so
much.”
| Shear Style Studio
has spent the past
v"" eight years
’ ‘ building a
| reputation
for beauty,
faith  and
fgenuine
. communi-
ty connec-
tion.  The
reopening
celebrates
both  that
history and
a  hopeful
new chap-
ter. Friends, clients, chamber members and
neighbors filled the refreshed space to cheer
Jeanine on and mark the occasion together.
The Greater SouthShore Chamber of
Commerce is proud to stand with businesses
that choose to rebuild and rise. Shear Style
Studio’s return is a powerful example of the
grit and heart that define the SouthShore
community.
For more information about Shear Style
Studio, go to https://shearstylestudio.com/
or the visit the salon at 602 W. Shell Point

fhgon B B R

TAMPA THEATRE COMMEMORATES 100
YEARS WITH MULTI-EVENT CELEBRATION

M\
THEATRE

Tampa Theatre is preparing for a mile-
stone celebration filled with classic films,
live entertainment and a first look at its
newly restored Duncan Auditorium as
the historic movie palace approaches its
100th birthday.

The theater will host a weeklong se-
ries of events from Saturday, October 10
through Thursday, October 15, marking
the beginning of a yearlong centennial
celebration. The festivities will celebrate
the restoration of the iconic landmark and
the community that has supported it for
a century.

The celebration begins on Saturday,
October 10, with a members-only par-
ty featuring a special screening of the
1985 mystery comedy Clue. Activities
and complimentary refreshments begin at
1:30 p.m. New President and CEO George
Levesque will answer questions at 2:15
p.m. and discuss upcoming projects, in-
cluding accessibility improvements to the
stage, restoration of the Mighty Wurlitzer
Theatre Organ and Peacock Room, a new
second-floor event space.

On Sunday, October 11, the public is in-
vited to explore the restoration during an
open house from 1-5 p.m. Volunteers and
staff will offer information and mini tours,
while a digital guide provides historic pho-
tographs and details about the building.
At 3 p.m., Levesque and retired CEO John
Bell will discuss the restoration and an-

Staff Report

TAMPATHEATRE

Welcome To The Show

swer audience questions.

Classic movie fans can enjoy three
screenings at 7 p.m., with doors opening
at 6 p.m. Casablanca will screen Monday,
October 12, followed by The Wizard of Oz
on Tuesday, October 13. The Marx Broth-
ers comedy A Night at the Opera returns
to the big screen Wednesday, October 14.
Tickets are $13 per film.

The festivities culminate Thursday, Oc-
tober 15, exactly 100 years after Tampa
Theatre first opened its doors in 1926.

Presented by Urban E Recycling, the
centennial birthday party begins at 6 p.m.
with live music and swing dancing by The
Jazz Phools, along with professional por-
traits in front of the historic marquee.
Guests are encouraged to wear 1920s-in-
spired attire. Complimentary champagne,
souvenir programs and limited-edition
merchandise will also be available.

At 7 p.m., theater officers and Tam-
pa’s mayor will offer remarks before
the Paragon Ragtime Orchestra and the
Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Organ accom-
pany Buster Keaton's 1924 silent comedy
Sherlock Jr. The evening concludes with
Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture, featuring
special effects celebrating the theater's
original opening-night program.

Birthday party admission is $26.

Tickets for all Centennial Celebration
events are available at the website at
www.tampatheatre.org.

MAGE

YOU'RE INVITED!
Wednesday, October 14th @ 2pm
King’s Point Seminar
King’s Point 2020 Ctr Bldg
1900 Clubhouse Drive
Lunch Will Be Served

Enjoy Complimentary...
Beauty Plan & Access Exclusive Specials

BYE-BYE
TURKEY NECK!

| ocal Anesthesia Facel ifts

v Gentle Numbing & Oral Sedation
v Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons
v Luxury, In-Office Treatment

v No General Anesthesia or Hospitalization
Safer, Less Downtime!

REQUEST YOUR FREE CONSULT

813-327-4931

IMAGELIFT.COM Q TAMPA & THE VILLAGES, FL

P/INY

A\l/4

Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other

service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to ad for the free, discounted fee,
or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.
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YOUR LIFF
YOUR WAY
FVERY DAY

What if your next chapter gave
you more freedom, more
connection, and more confidence
about the future?

Live life your way at Freedom Plaza,
where vibrant living, meaningtul
connections, and peace of mind come
together. As a Life Plan Community,
we offer the confidence of knowing
future health care support is available
if your needs change.

YOURNEXT CHAPTER STARTS HERE
SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL TOUR TODAY

e B13-634-1824
FREEDOMPLAZAFL GOM

9 1010 AMERIGAN EAGLE BLVD., SUN GITY GENTER, FL 33573

<

S*

Freedom Plaza
LIVE WELL TODAY. PLAN CONFIDENTLY FOR TOMORROW.
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TANDEM T FOUNDATION CREATES NEW

PATHS FOR FAMILIES AND YOUTH

For families nav-
igating some of & .
life's hardest chap- |
ters, finding a way
forward can begin §
with something as
simple as having
someone show up.
The Tandem T Foun-
dation, a Tampa Bay
nonprofit, works to
support domestic vi-
olence survivors, jus-
tice-involved  youth

-
T
A

through
resources, wellness
initiatives and community partnerships.

Founded by Chrissy Thompson and Rohan
Taylor, Tandem T Foundation was created
from experiences within the founders’ own
families. Those experiences gave them a
personal connection to the challenges faced
by the people they serve and inspired the
foundation's focus on providing hope and
opportunities for a new beginning.

"Our mission was not chosen from a list; it
grew from experiences within our own fam-
ily," Thompson said.

For mothers and children rebuilding af-
ter domestic violence, Tandem T provides
personal care essentials, food, transporta-
tion support, referrals, encouragement and
resources for children. One of its initiatives,
New Beginnings Bags, provides essential
personal care and comfort items to mothers
and children leaving or transitioning from
domestic violence situations. The bags are
intended to offer more than immediate ne-
cessities, helping recipients feel seen, valued
and supported during an uncertain time.

The foundation also works with justice-in-

Through initiatives such as New Beginnings Bags,
and their families Tandem T Foundation provides pr.actical reso.ur.ces and ing
practical encouragement to mothers an.d children rebuilding after itias ciich as
domestic violence.

@ positive expe-
* " riences, men-
4 toring, career

* exposure,
wellness  op-
""" and  practi-
. cal  support.
., Through its
g developing
% Next  Move
“% program, Tan-

dem T is build-
opportu-

family fishing
experiences, cooking classes, mentorship
and other experiences that will create pos-
itive memories. The goal is to help young
people feel less lost, more connected to their
community and equipped with new skills
and confidence.

While the needs of each family may look
different, Tandem T approaches its work
with an emphasis on partnership, presence
and family. Families can connect with the
foundation through community partners,
outreach events, social media and direct
contact.

“A new beginning says: You are not alone,
you are not defined by what happened to
you and you do not have to rebuild by your-
self,” Thompson said.

At the heart of Tandem T is the belief that
a difficult chapter does not have to be the
end of someone’s story. Whether support
begins with a bag of essentials, a new ex-
perience or simply someone showing up, the
foundation works to help families move for-
ward and believe in what comes next.

Email partners@tandemtfoundation.org

ANGEL FOUNDATION CELEBRATES
20TH EVENING OF HOPE GALA

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

Staff Report

Angel has made our
Founda- Angel Nt mission  pos-
tion FL is FOUNDATIONFL sible,”  said
proud to an- Liz  Brewer,
nounce its CEO of An-
20th annual gel Founda-
Evening of tion FL and
Hope Gala, founder  of
taking place the Founda-
on Friday, tion  Angel
October 9, Program. “To-
at The Re- ) 5 gether, we

gent, located at 6437 Watson Rd. in Riv-
erview. This milestone event celebrates
two decades of compassion, hope and
community support while raising crit-
ical funds to assist local families facing
life-threatening illnesses such as cancer
and other catastrophic events that create
unexpected financial hardship.

For the past 20 years, Angel Founda-
tion FL has been a beacon of hope for
families throughout Eastern Hillshorough
County and the Greater Tampa Bay area.
Through the generosity of donors, spon-
sors, volunteers and community partners,
the foundation has provided financial as-
sistance and compassionate support to
families during some of life's most diffi-
cult moments, ensuring they can focus on
healing instead of financial stress.

Guests will enjoy an elegant evening
featuring a gourmet dinner, live enter-
tainment, inspiring stories of hope, ex-
citing live and silent auctions and special
recognition of the individuals, businesses
and community partners whose gener-
osity has helped the foundation impact
countless lives over the past two decades.

"This 20th anniversary is more than a
celebration of our history — it's a celebra-
tion of every family we've had the privi-
lege to serve and every supporter who

continue to bring hope, healing and fi-
nancial relief to families when they need
it most. Every ticket purchased, every
sponsorship secured and every donation
made helps us continue lifting up families
in crisis throughout our community.”

Angel Foundation FL extends its sin-
cere gratitude to its presenting sponsor,
HCA Florida Brandon Hospital, for its
continued support of the 20th annual
Evening of Hope Gala.

Proceeds from the Evening of Hope
Gala directly benefit Angel Foundation
FL's programs, allowing the organization
to continue providing emergency finan-
cial assistance and compassionate sup-
port to families facing life-threatening
illnesses such as cancer and other cata-
strophic events that place an overwhelm-
ing financial burden on their households.

Tickets and sponsorship opportunities
are now available. Community members,
businesses, and organizations are invited
to join this unforgettable evening of inspi-
ration, celebration and generosity while
helping ensure Angel Foundation FL can
continue serving local families for gener-
ations to come.

For more information about Angel
Foundation FL, visit https://angelfounda-
tionfl.com/.

A hernia can
make you miss all
the good stuff.

Get back to big

hugs.

Hernias can be annoying and painful. But worse, they can
make you miss out on living your best life. Hernias are a
common condition that can lead to serious complications.
Fortunately, hernia repair surgery can help you feel better,
fast. At AdventHealth Tampa’s Advanced Hernia Center,
our expert surgeons use minimally invasive and robotic
techniques so you can bounce back quickly, and get back

to what makes you feel whole.

Appointments Available
ExpertHerniaCare.com

%
AdventHealth

Tampa
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AUDUBON SOCIETY FALL LINEUP OF
NATURE PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS

Pumpkin-spiced
lattes, cooler
weather and fall
festivities are on
the horizon, and
Eagle  Audubon
Society is wel-
coming the season
with a new sched-
ule of educational
programs and out-
door adventures
for nature enthu-
siasts throughout
South  Hillshor-
ough County.

The local chapter of the National Audu-
bon Society has planned a series of month-
ly speakers and field trips from October
through December, offering members and
guests opportunities to learn about birds,
explore Florida's natural landscapes and
connect with fellow nature lovers.

The fall speaker series will feature pre-
sentations highlighting birding destina-
tions, local water quality and the fascinat-
ing stories of Florida wildlife.

In October, Mike Round will share
photographs and experiences from Lake
Erie's Magee Marsh Boardwalk, offering
a glimpse into one of the most exciting
weeks of the birding year. The presenta-
tion will highlight the birds and experi-
ences that make the destination a popular
gathering place for bird enthusiasts.

November's program will feature Nick
Muzia, who will explore the important role
underwater vegetation plays in improving
water quality. The presentation will offer
insight into how aquatic plants contribute
to healthier waterways and support local
ecosystems.

December brings a special presenta-

[=]

Staff Report

tion from author
and scientist Hil-
ary Flower, who
will share the
surprising  story
of the Everglade
Snail Kite, a bird
that saved itself.
Attendees  will
have the opportu-
nity to purchase
books and meet
Flower for a sign-
ing.

In addition to
its monthly programs, Eagle Audubon
Society is planning several field trips that
allow participants to experience nature
firsthand.

October activities include a seasonal
hawk watch and a visit to Oscar Scher-
er State Park. November excursions will
take participants to Little Manatee River
State Park and its Window in the Woods.
December trips will explore Felts Preserve
and Circle B Bar Reserve. Several trips are
open to nonmembers, providing opportu-
nities for newcomers to experience the
organization's activities.

Eagle Audubon Society meetings are
held on the third Monday of each month
from October through April at St. An-
drew's Presbyterian Church, located at
1239 W. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun City Cen-
ter. Meetings are free, and everyone is
welcome.

The next meeting is Monday, October
19. Coffee and snacks will be available at 1
p.m., followed by the program at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m.

For additional information about up-
coming meetings, field trips and activities,
visit www.eagleaudubonflorida.org.

10
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DISCOVER LION & HYENA RIDGE—

AND AYEAR OF WILD ADVENTURES
WITH A BUSCH GARDENS ANNUAL PASS.

ACEING AUTISM BRINGS INCLUSIVE
TENNIS CLINICS TO APOLLO BEACH

Families in the
Apollo Beach area
will soon have a
new opportunity to
connect, build skills
and enjoy the sport
of tennis through an
inclusive  program
designed for chil-
dren and teens with
autism.

Experienced  Au-
tism Alliance (EAA)
is partnering with
ACEing Autism to
bring weekly ten-
nis clinics to Apollo
Beach Racquet Club
this fall. The six-
week program will take
place on Saturdays from
Saturday, October 10,
through Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, and is designed to
provide participants with
a welcoming environment
where they can learn tennis skills, par-
ticipate in games and build confidence.

Clinics will be divided by age. Children
ages 5-13 will participate from 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., while participants ages 14 and
older will have a clinic from 12 Noon-1
p.m. The program will be held at Apol-
lo Beach Racquet Club, located at 6520
Richies Way in Apollo Beach.

The program costs $120, with an ear-
ly-bird discount available for families
who register by Thursday, September
10. The code, Early30, provides $30 off
the registration fee.

ACEing Autism also offers schol-
arship opportunities to help make its
programs accessible to families regard-
less of financial circumstances. Funding

Supported By

Staff Report

options include
Self-Determina-
tion Funding or
Scholarship Ac-
counts and the
ACEing Autism
Scholarship.

Founded in

2008 in Boston,
ACEing Autism
has grown into
a nationwide
program  serv-
ing more than
6,000 children
with autism at
approximately
200 locations.
Its programs are
tailored to the individual
needs of each participant
and use tennis as a way to
promote connection, confi-
dence and community.
The Apollo Beach pro-
gram will also provide op-
portunities for community members to
volunteer. Volunteers will help teach
tennis skills, lead games and encourage
participants. No previous tennis or au-
tism experience is required, and training
will be provided.

Volunteers can participate alongside
friends, gain leadership and teamwork
experience and make a difference in the
lives of local children and teens.

Families interested in registering for
the Apollo Beach program can learn
more about ACEing Autism and available
scholarship opportunities at https://ace-
ingautism.org/.

Questions about the Apollo Beach pro-
gram can also be directed to apollobe-
ach@aceingautism.org.
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THESTONY{BARONI TEAM IN\II"I'ES vou

THURSDAY

10/29
6PM TO 8PM KE’-'-ER WILLIAMS REA\.“

2350 STATE ROAD 60 VALRICO, FL 33594

10313 TARRAGON DR 834 BIRDIE WAY 7406 FUTURA PL

RIVERVIEW, FL 33569 APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572 APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572
$534,000 $537,000 $469,900

9918 IVORY DR 12522 BURGESS HILL DR 12944 UTOPIA GARDENS WAY
RUSKIN, FL 33573 RIVERVIEW, FL 33579 RIVERVIEW, FL 33579
$508,000 $365,000 $249,000

15425 LOST CREEK LN 1029 SPOTTED EGRET LOOP 11441 HAMMOCK OAKS CT

RUSKIN, FL 33573 RUSKIN, FL 33570 LITHIA, FL 33547
$341,582 $259,990 $1,700,000

THINKING ABOUT SELLING?

Don’t Be Scared... We're Here to Help!

he Promise means that we will deliver the best service you could ever '

s - W | TAMS
imagine receiving. That everyone on our team will be focused and care Tony Baroni Team K [LLER WILLY, |
about your needs as if you were our only client. That we will anticipate 3,5004_ Homes SOLD | 3,000_'_ 5 Star Reviews

challenges and get ahead of it so we can stop any surprises. The Tony

Baroni Team is focused on making this a experience that (866) 695 ” 9747

exceeds all your expectations. ; .
TonyBaroni.com | @tonybaroniteam

< .
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Does your skin look tlred
even when you're not?
Your skin does not need another trend.
It needs the right treatment.

FACIALS

NEW CLIENT CONSULTATION ) Cuemee
PLUS CUSTOMIZED FACIAL i s

l‘;‘. skn
REGULARLY
$115

REAL RESULTS. A HEALTHIER, MORE RADIANT YOU.

GLP-1/PEPTIDE
V) THERAPIES
Support welght

Facials and . e ——
= 1 |herap' ant to see all of our offerings?
GLP-d peptlde o () M\‘\\.nbscslhclics.cofn » A
N Text RADIANT to Cfm\ eniently located at \ \ {
5 813-922-9327. f\,z:u:(l»a Heach, [T)lr 3572 N ‘3\’
"’ SKINCARE EACIALS GLP-1/PEPTIDE THERAPIES WELLNESS CONFIDENCE T~ \
r GLP-1/Peptide therapies through a licensed Telehealth company == N

Your Goodbye, Your Way

Share your story by planning the final chapter.

At Sun City Center Funeral Home,

our experienced team of preplanning
advisors will help you craft plans for a
vibrant celebration of life, memorial,
funeral, or other event in seamless
coordination with local cemeteries and
houses of worship.

Sun City Center
Funeral Home

Give us a call or stop by today.
(813) 634-9900

1851 Rickenbacker Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

suncitycenterfuneralhome.com

SOUTHSHORE

Chamber of Commerce

Home of the

O ﬂ\\‘:‘;" PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

CASEY LYNN, DMD. MS.

Maximize Your Yearly Benefits By Scheduling Today!

2026 In Network Plans!

Anthem | GEHA | UMR
United Healthcare
Humana | Ameritas
Guardian | UNUM

1| VS smileLYNNdental.com 1
(813) 591-3052 | 122 Harbor Village Lane, Apollo Beach

M
j ‘

|

CREDIT UNION-__ s

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570

6106 Delancey Station Street
Riverview, FL 33578

.

Ruskin Fresh Market

GUALITY PRODUCE AND MORE AT A PRICE YOU WILL LOVE!

(813)751-7757
2619 14th Ave SE RllSklll FL 33570 TueSday Saturday 9 Ooam 6 30pm

Monday: Closed

(Big grey & red warehouse located
two doors down from weather station)

Sunday 11:00am - 6:00pm

Tailored Travel, Where Every Trip Is A Treasure!

(@®) ®
~ GRUISE PLANNERS

e o
N YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Book your Dream Trip with the
Travel Experts!
Mediterranean Cruises, River

Cruises, Land Tours & More!

Ask about our Group Rates!

Call Today for More Info!

We are a Multi-Cultural
Hair Salon Specializing in

>SHEAR STYLE

STUDIO

A Great Day Starts @ Luxury Hair Extensions

o Keratin Treatments

@ Men, Women and Kids Cuts

@ Custom Creative Color

HW/ oslow s

@ @shearstylestudlo IIc
n shear style studio llc
@shearstylestudio777

602 W Shell Point Rd
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-414-3041

Book Online
vagaro.com/shearstylestudio

& SouthShore Advertising
(813)833-7470

MHartmann@OspreyObserver.com
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Come see the difference
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Wlth us m_“?r'r
Buitt by Famity. o8
K | Ounedby Famddy,

i

A trusted senior living
community serving
families in Sun City Center
with compassion, dignity,
and exceptional care.

813.633.7777
www.cypresscreekalf.com

970 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

ALF LICENSE #9553

Toxic Relationships

TH[.\T ,-6'9 Finding Your Purpose

(‘Y(‘LE Overcoming Addiction
’ s

Anxiety & Stress

A BOLD & UNFILTERED PODCAST

Hosted by Survivers, Fis
S A

X 1‘.’
@ li .@ WATCH OR LISTEN AND BE INSPIRED!
tg % New episodes monthly — FREE on all platforms.

,ﬁ' % Watch on YouTube: youtube.com/@BreakThatCycle
& Listen on Spotify & Apple Podcasts

Human Trafficking

Self Sahotage

Loss & Empowerment
Generational Trauma

Scan to watch/listen

Brought to you by:

gl
Mary & I@

linktr. ee/BreakThatCycIe Martha House

Presents RuéL(}N

SOUTHSHORE

Chamber of Commerce

\
The most fun Weekend in all of
SouthShore!

dJJ‘f 1\13”& ATINGC ‘IS'Lh

C o EGESInmonsPark
”Q\ vajv,e,r*'e_u ealoouiest.org

THS IS OV SHOEE.
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SOUTHSHORE

— CHARTER ACADEMY —

= HOME OF THE SHARES!
© @ ¢ o ==l
ACADEMIC STRONG SAFE& SHARK v RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
EXCELLENCE  CHARACTER  SUPPORTIVE PRIDE (~) DEDICATED & CARING EDUCATORS
e %n :fi,“;;ii ;Z;"n"l“ (@) CLUBS, SPORTS & ENRICHMENT
X 3 Hornys. ve mission

(/) PREPARING STUDENTS FOR LIFE
@ 11667 Big Bend Road

Riverview, FL 33579

(©) (813) 769-1209

www.southshorecharter.org

Blllll YOUR FIRST

).—'.—'

¥ STRETCH

Unlock your body's

FLEAIBILI G

STRETCH ZONE

Two Great Locationsto S

) Paseo Al mar bivd B 102--1D0110 Bed B30 BNter siva #1U I
4 apollo-heach ¢ pne.com/locations.

PLUMBING

FULL LINE OF PLUMBING SERVICES INCLUDING:
* Repipes * Sewer Line Repair & Replacements
e Water Heaters ¢ Toilet Repair & Replacements
* Drain Cleaning & Hydro Jetting « Camera Inspections
* Fixture Upgrades & More!

FORMERLY

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

$20 OFF
A SERVICE

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH
OTHER DISCOUNTS.)

CALL US
TODAY!
813-633-8923 e

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE!

Get your FREE Competitive
market analysis TODAY!

" ‘\l\ o r @ llll

Ieg V)

P Customer Results Detail Skilled Integrity
’ % Focused Driven Oriented Negotiator & Trust

Sun City Center Resident Specializing in:

Buying & Selling | Relocation | 55+ Living
New Homes Sales | Golf Cart Living

RO ema) ")’RealEstate
9-4332

FLIP

Rosemary Leist Reaky

(301) 399-4332 =)

Rosemary@RosemaryRealEstateTeam.com

REALTOR _ 'ﬁcsign

www.RosemaryRealEstateTeam.com . www.FlipSideRealtybyDesign.com

What makes your

life feel rich? Whether
it’s planning everyday
moments or life’s next
big adventure, we'’re
here to help you build
a life you love.

Contact me today.

edwardjones.com/findyourrich
Member SIPC

Sean Andrews
Financial Advisor
16545 S US Hwy 301

Wimauma, FL 33598
813-649-8021

Edward Jones

EJB-16762A-A-E-AD-1 © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 27929136
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TOP PRODUCER
2002-2025
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TO LEARN MORE
ABOLT LS

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ¢ Direct: 813-924-8677
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THE HOME. THE LIFE. THEMOMENT,  BRENDA WADE
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FEATURED
 LISTING

OFFERED AT 817 B Bahia Del Sol Dr #40
$350,000 Ruskin

.. EXPERIENCE
& YOU CAN TRUST.

RESULTS
YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com
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NBS ESTHETICS HELPS CLIENTS FEEL
CONFIDENT AT EVERY AGE

SHADETREE OFFERS RESORT-STYLE
RENTALS IN THE HEART OF RUSKIN

For Tina Delgado,
skin care has always
been about more than
looking good. It is
about feeling confident,
caring for yourself and
embracing every stage
of life.

That philosophy is at .
the heart of New Be- .
ginnings Skincare LLC,
doing business as NBS
Esthetics, where Del-
gado combines profes-
sional skin care treat-
ments with wellness
education and practical
guidance for healthy
aging.

Based in Apollo Beach, Delgado spe-
cializes in maturing and sensitive skin and
offers customized facials and treatments,
including LED light therapy, dermaplan-
ing, enzyme masks, microdermabrasion,
peels, high-frequency and facial massage.
She also offers back facials, aromathera-
py and professional skin care products.

Her journey into the industry began
in Orlando, where she represented Ca-
ribbean Sol Natural Sunscreen at luxury
resorts and educated guests about miner-
al-based sun protection. After moving to
Apollo Beach, she worked as an aesthetic
technician with MediClinics Aesthetics in
Tampa, gaining experience with advanced
laser and skin-rejuvenation technologies.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Delga-
do continued her education at Chic Image
Academy in Tampa, earning her Florida
Facial Specialist license. She soon opened
her own practice, bringing her experience
and passion for natural approaches to
skin care directly to clients.

Today, NBS Esthetics has expanded

Q) VETERAN OWNED

e

Vd nY

—

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

) 24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

Q LICENSED AND INSURED

i nY
\t FINANCING OPTIONS

By Marie Gilmore

beyond traditional
facials into a philos-
ophy Delgado de-
scribes as "Healthy
skin. Healthy living.
Healthy aging.” She
encourages clients
to consider the con-
nection  between
professional  skin
care, daily habits,
nutrition, move-
ment, sun protec-
tion, self-care and
overall wellness.

Delgado, who
served in the Army
Reserves, also

serves as a referral resource for adults
interested in learning more about physi-
cian-guided wellness options, including
GLP-1 and peptide therapies. She empha-
sized that she is not a medical provider
and does not diagnose, prescribe or over-
see medical treatment. Those decisions
are handled by licensed medical profes-
sionals through a telehealth partner.

For Delgado, education is an important
part of the experience. Her goal is to help
clients understand their options and de-
velop realistic, consistent habits that sup-
port healthier-looking skin as they age.

Her advice is simple: Wear sunscreen,
stay hydrated and take care of yourself
from the inside out.

"I hope you feel seen, supported and
empowered on your journey to healthy
skin, healthy living and healthy aging,”
Delgado said.

NBS Esthetics is available by appoint-
ment inside Bay Area Salon, located 223
Flamingo Dr. in Apollo Beach. Call 813-
922-9327 or book appointments online at
www.nbsesthetics.com.

CALLNOW

(813)653-4221

SHADET
LET/EL UMD

For residents looking for more than just
a place to live, Shadetree Apartments in
Ruskin offers a lifestyle centered around
comfort, convenience and connection.

Located at 3511 Great Cypress Circle in
the Cypress Village neighborhood, Shade-
tree features 260 apartment homes
spread across 30 acres of lush land-
scaping, green space, ponds and walking
paths. The community is designed to pro-
vide residents with resort-style ameni-
ties while keeping everyday conveniences
close to home.

Recent community upgrades include
brand-new grills, enhanced resort-style
amenities and a robust calendar of resi-
dent events designed to encourage neigh-
bors to connect and enjoy the community
together.

At the heart of Shadetree is its
9,000-square-foot  clubhouse, which
provides spaces for both relaxation and
productivity. Residents can work from
the collaborative workspace, relax in the
TV lounge, challenge friends to a game of
pool or poker or gather around the wet
bar. A book nook, a coffee bar and social
areas offer additional places to unwind.

Staff Report

Outside,
residents
can enjoy
a beach-
style en-
try swim-
ming pool
with a
& fountain,
private
cabanas,
a poolside
pergo-
la and a
turf game
lawn. New grilling options make it easy
to host a barbecue or enjoy an evening
outdoors. There are also two dog parks,
expansive lawns and scenic walking
paths for residents and their four-legged
companions.

Wellness is another focus, with a fully
equipped fitness center and therapeutic
sauna available within the community.

Apartment homes feature open floor
plans, 9 or 10-foot ceilings, expansive
windows, quartz countertops, stainless
steel appliances, full-size front-loading
washers and dryers, luxury vinyl flooring
and large walk-in closets. Select homes
also offer private balconies or patios, ga-
rages, dens and views of ponds or green
spaces.

Shadetree is also conveniently located
near shopping, dining, outdoor recreation
and Gulf Coast attractions that make
Ruskin a popular place to call home.

For more information, visit www.
shadetree.apartments and select “Sched-
ule A Tour,” or call 813-610-0079. Lim-
ited-time move-in specials may be avail-
able, including up to three months free
for qualified applicants.

( FOR

MOM & BABY CLASSES

GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

M

UPCOMING CLASSES

Saturday, Oct 3 | Friday, Oct 9

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, Oct 3 | Saturday, Oct 17

Breastfeeding 101 (Virtual)

Wednesday, Sept 30 | Wednesday, Oct 28

Nurturing You and Your Baby

Maternity Tour

Thursday, Oct 22

Monday, Oct 26
NICU Sibling Class

ommy & Me Meetup

Thursday, Oct 8

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

JL HCAFlorida
AF” Brandon Hospital

)
119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

844.630.5295
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CHICK-FIL-A BALM ROAD

CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING

Staff Report

-
T

Chick-fil-A Balm Road operator Lorena Kurtjian Hernandez hosted the Jule F. Sumner High School
Stingray Battalion Honor Guard, Orchestra and JROTC and a special Feeding America check presen-
tation during the grand opening.

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce (BRCC) joined community
leaders, local organizations, students
and guests to celebrate the grand open-
ing of Chick-fil-A Balm Road with an offi-
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony on August
19. The celebration marked the opening
of the new restaurant and provided an
opportunity to welcome Chick-fil-A Balm
Road and its team to the Brandon-River-
view business community.

The ceremony began with a patriotic
flag-raising ceremony and national an-
them, with participation from the Jule
F. Sumner High School Stingray Battal-
ion Honor Guard, Orchestra and JROTC.
Guests were welcomed by Joseph Mar-
tinez, who shared information about
Chick-fil-A's history and mission before
introducing operator Lorena Kurtjian
Hernandez. Hernandez spoke about her
vision for the new Balm Road restaurant
and its commitment to serving and be-
coming an active part of the surround-
ing community.

The program also included a special
Feeding America check presentation,
reinforcing Chick-fil-A's commitment to
supporting communities and helping ad-
dress hunger.

BRCC President Amber Aaron wel-
comed Chick-fil-A Balm Road to the
Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce and the local business community.
Aaron congratulated Hernandez and her
team on the opening and wished them
continued growth and success as they
begin serving the Balm Road area. Add-
ing to the celebration, BRCC Ambassa-
dor and Honorary Mayor Abraham ‘Abe’
Agosto presented a special proclama-
tion officially declaring August 19, 2026,
as Chick-fil-A Balm Road Day.

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce congratulates Chick-fil-A
Balm Road, Hernandez and the entire
Chick-fil-A team on this exciting mile-
stone and looks forward to their con-
tinued involvement and positive impact
throughout the community.

ONE DAY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE:
CEOS INVITED INTO CLASSROOMS

Tampa Bay |
business leaders
are being invited
to trade their
offices for class-
rooms and expe-
rience firsthand
the impact they
can make on the
future  work-
force  through
the 2026 CEOs *®
in Schools: 1 Day
of Change pro-
gram.

The countywide volunteer initiative, pre-
sented by Vistra Communications and the
Hillsborough Education Foundation in part-
nership with Hillsborough County Public
Schools, encourages CEOs and other busi-
ness leaders to spend a day immersed in
the daily life of a local elementary school.
This year's official volunteer day is Friday,
November 6, though participants and their
assigned principals may coordinate another
date if needed.

The program was inspired by Vistra Com-
munications CEO Brian Butler's longtime
relationship with Mort Elementary School.
Butler once spent an entire day shadowing
former Principal Woodland Johnson, taking
on a variety of responsibilities that included
teaching, planning, serving lunch and more.

That firsthand experience gave Butler a
deeper understanding of the opportunities
and challenges facing public schools and in-
spired him to challenge other business lead-
ers to do the same.

Since then, Vistra's relationship with Mort
Elementary has continued to grow through
employee volunteerism, student visits to the
company's headquarters, teacher appre-
ciation events and other school initiatives.
The idea expanded into CEOs in Schools in

Tampa Bay business leaders will step into local classrooms on
Nov. 6 as part of the 2026 CEOs in Schools.

By Marie Gilmore

T———— 2019, and Vis-

tra partnered
- with the Hill-
shorough Ed-
&8 ucation Foun-

. dation the
following year
to  continue
growing  the
initiative.

Today, near-
ly 150 Tam-
pa Bay-area
CEOs partici-
pate each year, gaining a unique perspective
on the work of educators and the experienc-
es of students while building relationships
with the schools helping prepare tomor-
row's workforce.

"Our schools are shaping tomorrow's
community members, future workforce and
leaders,” said Hillshorough Education Foun-
dation CEO Anna Corman. "We have a vest-
ed interest in their success.”

Participants may greet students, read in
classrooms, share their career experiences,
attend leadership or planning meetings, tour
school operations, have lunch with students
or teachers and observe classrooms in ac-
tion. Each visit is designed in collaboration
with the school principal, giving participants
an authentic ‘day in the life" experience.

Superintendent Van Ayres praised the
impact of the program, noting that even the
smallest moments can make a meaningful
difference in schools.

Business leaders interested in participat-
ing can reserve an available school online.
Schools are matched with CEOs, who then
work directly with the schools' principals to
plan their visits.

For more information or to reserve a
school, visit www.ldayofchange.com/ceos-
inschools/.
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DAMON C. GLISSON, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Probate and Estate Planning
Home Visits « Wills «

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572
www.Glissonl.com

(813) 645-6796

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not
be based solely on advertisement. Before you decide, ask us to
send you FREE written information about our qualifications
and experience.

Medicaid Planning

Memaria Park | Funera] Home | Crematary

OUR WELCOMING FUNERAL HOME.

Full Traditional & Contemporary Funerals
Cremations | Receptions | Celebrations of Life

‘g® Serenity Meadows | DIGNITY, COMPASSION, & A BEAUTIFUL LEGACY.

PLAN AHEAD WITH CONFIDENCE.

Prearrangements & Easy Financing Options available. |

g Call 813-677-9494 for a personal consultation.
VISIT US AT: 6919 Providence Road, Riverview, FL 33578
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enko, DDS, MD

'@ 13127 Kings Lake Dr #102, Gibsonton L P

N Two locations
~ to serve you. ’

(813) 677-0073
‘@ oboralsurgery.com

P"’f

202426)C

4,,{—/*['""‘"“%’ »

. /
/ }l,f VoV VsV 2V%7,
L AL L(T/E

The JﬂyCompassionate
Oral Surgery Team

Your Wisdom Teeth and Dental Implant Experts

Our team listens to what matters to you, so you can
feel assured at every step.

N

‘9 1402 Oakfield Dr, Brandon

\ (813) 796-5752
@ obosbrandon.com
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Free Electronics
Recycling, Craft
Fair, Blood Drive &

More....

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Free Electronics Recycling Event
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at
701 Valley Forge Blvd. in Sun City Center, is
offering the community
an opportunity to recy-
cle old electronics they
may have around the
house. The event will
take place on Friday,
October 16, from 10
am.-12 Noon. Ttems not
accepted are CRT mon-
itors, televisions, house-
hold batteries, glass
bulbs, paint, varnish or
other chemicals and
large home appliances.

Craft Fair

The Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians is
sponsoring a craft fair
on Saturday, October 24, at Prince of Peace
Catholic Church, located at 702 Valley Forge
Blvd. in Sun City Center. All craft fair items
are hand made by its members and local
artists. New items this year are adorable
tiny dolls and handmade resin items. Usu-
al favorites include seasonal table runners,
towels, jars of preserves, greeting cards,
kitchen items, wall decor, religious items,
holiday gift items, ceramics, crocheted
items, water colors and wreaths. Start
your Christmas shopping early with unique
Christmas decorations.

The Ladies Hibernians always donate a
portion of proceeds to charitable causes.

Sun City Center American
Legion Post

The Musu:al

Menopause The Musical will play the RP
Funding Center for one performance on
January 17, 2027.

Community Market/Blood Drive
Come out and enjoy a day of great finds
and meet friendly faces at the community
market and blood drive. Discover unique
handmade items, art and locally made items
at the River Bend community, located at
2502 Dakota Rock Dr. in Ruskin. The market
and blood drive will run from 9 am.-3 p.m.
Appointments for donating blood are en-
couraged and can be made online at www.
oneblood.org/donate-now using sponsor
code 80411. Please remember to bring ID.

South Bay Genealogical Society

Meeting

The South Bay Genealogical Society
Meeting will be on Tuesday, October 20,
at the South Hillsborough Elks Lodge No.
2672, located at 1630
S. US. 41 in Ruskin.
| Beginning at 10:30
am, there is an op-
tional round table dis-
cussion, followed by
a sit-down luncheon
at 12 Noon. Following
the luncheon at 1 p.m,
the guest speaker will
be Peggy Jude. Jude’s
presentation will be
‘Coming to America.’
This program traces
the major waves of
immigration to Amer-
ica. The cost is $18
per person, which in-
cludes the meal and
presentation. For reservations and meal
choice, please call Vicki at 360-608-1647.

Beth Israel Sisterhood Presents
‘Mosaic Mirrors — Make It And

Take It’

On Tuesday, October 6th at 1 pm, Beth
Israel's Sisterhood members will learn to
make Mosaic Mirrors in their social hall
at 1115 E. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun City Cen-
ter. The instructor, Robin Blumberg, has
been working with stain glass for over 45
years. She thought it would be fun to ven-
ture out and try mosaics. Everyone will be
given a circular mirror piece, plus glass, sup-
plies and mosaic tiles. Each attendee will
choose a color, and Blumberg will walk ev-
eryone through the pro-

246 Meeting

The next meet- S\\“&L
ing of the Sun City [\ 0(‘
Center  American
Legion Post 246
will be held on Fri-
day, October 16, at
9:30 am. in Room 3
of the Sun City Cen-
ter Community Hall,
located at 1910 S.
Pebble Beach Blvd.
in Sun City Center.
The guest speaker will be retired Col. Roland
J. Tiso Jr. His talk will focus on Italian Her-
itage Month, including Columbus Day, and
also draw on his 35 years of military stories
and insights.

In addition to the usual coffee and do-
nuts prior to the meeting, a light (surprise)
lunch will be offered following the meeting.
All veterans, spouses and veterans' care-
givers are welcome. For more information,
call Paul Wheat at 813-391-7309 or email
pawheatjr@aol.com.

@ DISCOVER LOCAL TALENT
Unicg handmade itens, a
andd s froe ool o

RIVER BEND

cess. Refreshments will
be served. For informa-
tion on this fun event or
to join Sisterhood, con-
tact Donna at sister-
hood(@jcscc.org.

Democratic
Women’s Club

Meeting

@ The Democratic
rmmesa \\loman's Club of South-
east Hillsborough County will meet at the
Jim Johnson Community Center Room A &
B in the Riverview Public Library, located at
9951 Balm Riverview Rd. in Riverview, on
Thursday, October 1, at 6:30 p.m. The club
welcomes Ashley Hermann, a candidate for
FL House District 69, and Pamela Castella-
na, an expert on increasing political engage-
ment. If you would like to know more about
the club, come join the meeting. For more
information, please email sedwcinfo@
gmail.com or call 813-503-8639.

2Chr29:3

GARAGE DOOR Co.

DOORS *OPENERS +SPRINGS

(813) 684-7744

steve@mastergaragedoor.com * Broken Springs Estimates
mastergaragedoor.com * Cables onNew

¢ Rollers Garage Door
28 years serving the community Installs

with only the highest quality
parts and service.

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

* Residential Garage Doors
» Garage Door Openers

* Doors off Track

Celehrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

A LEGENDARY WHODUNIT COMES
TO RUSKIN AND BRANDON

Following its last |g

production,  Murder,
Denied, an original
murder mystery [|B%

that kept audiences
guessing, MacBeth &
Cheese is returning &
to the scene of the §
crime. But this time,
it's trading an original
mystery for a legend-
ary one.

MacBeth & Cheese
invites you to climb
aboard the world's
most famous train for
Agatha Christie's clas-
sic mystery, Murder
on the Orient Express,
adapted for the stage
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Amy Windle.
The production promises the suspense, wit,
memorable characters and twists of Chris-
tie's famous mystery.

"Bringing Murder on the Orient Express to
the stage has been an absolute joy. It has
everything you want in a great night of the-
ater — a fantastic cast of characters, plenty
of laughs, a little glamour and, of course, a
murder to solve,” said Amy Windle, direc-
tor and co-founder of MacBeth & Cheese.
"We've had so much fun creating this world,
and I can't wait for our audiences to climb
aboard and experience it with us.”

A luxurious train.

A raging snowstorm.

A wealthy passenger found murdered in
his compartment.

The train is stopped in its tracks — and a
killer is trapped on board.

Now, legendary detective Hercule Poirot
must unravel a web of secrets, lies and hid-
den motives. With a train full of suspects

Staff Report

2 and nowhere to es-
cape, the question is
P ... can YOU solve the
murder before Poirot
i does?

Experience Murder
on the Orient Express
this  October with
- \acBeth & Cheese,

g your local all-volun-
teer community the-
ater.

Performances be-
gin on Friday, October
16, at the Firehouse
Cultural Center, locat-
ed at 101 First Ave.
NE in Ruskin, with ad-
ditional performances
at Brandon Perform-
ing Arts, located at located at 225 E. Bran-
don Blvd. in Brandon, beginning on Friday,
October 30.

Mystery. Suspense. Humor. And an ending
you won't want spoiled!

See the complete performance schedule
at https://macbethandcheese.com/.

MacBeth & Cheese — live theater that
pulls you in and doesn't let go.

For tickets and information: MacBeth
& Cheese, a community theater company,
presents productions in partnership with
the Firehouse Cultural Center in Ruskin. Vis-
it macbethandcheese.com or email info@
macbethandcheese.com.

MacBeth & Cheese has a Brandon loca-
tion at 225 E. Brandon Blvd., Brandon, FL
33511. Call 813-485-4341 for information.

The Firehouse Cultural Center is located
at 101 1st Ave. NE, Ruskin, FL 33570. For
tickets, upcoming performances and arts
programming, visit firehouseculturalcenter.
org or call 813-645-7651.

Join us for our
Alzheimer’s Support Group for Caregivers

on Creating the Best Day Possible.

1320 Oakfield Drive
THIRD TUESDAY OF

At Ambiance at Brandon, we understand the journey of caring for a loved one
with memory loss—and the importance of having support along the way.

We offer Dementia & Alzheimer’s Support Groups for care partners and
families in our community, providing connection, encouragement,
education, and understanding in a compassionate environment focused

Available both in person and virtually.

AMBIANCE AT BRANDON
Brandon, FL 33511

EVERY MONTH AT 6:30 PM

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF
EVERY MONTH AT 2:00 PM

Please call Jill at 813-607-6880.

alzheimer’s Q') association’

s N
[=]asty[m]
K
r
[=]
Scan the QR code

to visit our Events
Page to learn more
about upcoming
support groups and
community events.

Creating the Best Day Possibile

Ambiance

at BRANDON
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
by Providence Senior Living

1320 Oakfield Drive // Brandon, FL 33511
813-607-6880 // Sales@ambiancebrandon.com

AmbianceBrandon.com
Assisted Living Facility #PENDING
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FROM SPELLS TO SCARE ZONES: GUIDE TO FUN AREA EVENTS FOR ALL

RETUHNS
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Waze Drsmmr WO

Avg. 15 - oct- 3}

Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween
Party

Get your favorite costume ready and
come and collect candies and treats while
Magic Kingdom park thrills and chills you
with eerie entertainment, delightful attrac-
tions and some beloved Disney characters
in Mickey's Not-So-Scary Halloween Party.
Watch three sinister sisters bewitch and
bedazzle in the Hocus Pocus Villain Spelltac-
ular, boogie down with friends from Disney
Junior shows at Disney Moonlight Melodies
and finish the evening watching Disney's
Not-So-Spooky-Spectacular, a wickedly wild
fireworks display hosted by Jack Skellington.
This frightfully fun experience runs on select
nights through Saturday, October 31. Tickets
can be purchased at https://disneyworld.
disney.go.com/; please review the dress code
and costume guidelines before attending.

Howl-O-Scream At Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens’ Howl-O-Scream returns
in full force, taking over the entire park with
haunted houses, scare zones, sinister shows
and more. Unspeakable horror lives in every
dark corner, including on Busch Gardens'
pulse-pounding thrill rides. Howl-0-Scream
is bringing fear to the next level, and once
you're in there's nothing you can do about it.
This event is intended for mature audiences

Title Sponsor

and contains adult content; costumes are not
allowed. Tickets can be purchased at https://
buschgardenstampa.com/. The event runs on
select nights until Saturday, October 31.

Friends Of The Tampa

Riverwalk Trick Or Treat

The free Riverwalk Trick or Treat
event returns on Saturday, October 24,
from 4-9 p.m. Dress up in a costume
and then trick-or-treat along the Tampa
Riverwalk and enjoy the family-friendly
fun activities. There will be over 50 sta-
tions to enjoy throughout the route with
trick-or-treat bags available from Catan-
chobee Park, located at 601 Old Water
St. in Tampa, while supplies last. There
will also be a costume contest at Catan-
chobee Park at 5 p.m. and a movie on the
lawn starting at 7:15 p.m.

Creatures Of The Night At

ZooTampa

Join Tampa Bay's number one family
Halloween event, Creatures of the Night,
at ZooTampa for a night of eerie fami-
ly frights. Ghouls and goblins of all ages
can enjoy howling outdoor experiences,
spooky characters, creepy culinary treats
and much more. This year's event features
a colossal adventure, Mesozoic Mayhem,

Tickets are available at https://zootam-
pa.org/.

REED&REED

ATTORNEYS A A

Are you a part of a krewe?
Do you own a company?
Are you a part of an organization?

WE WANT YOU IN THE PARADE!

Parade
starts @

You can find the application for participation on our website!

& g?'}) ",
w52

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BRANDON RIVERVIEW
"> " CHAMBER®COMMERCE

County r

RCC Hillsborough

Grandstand &
VIP Sponsor Media Partner

RivarD Oisivir

BUICK - GMC

Be sure to follow @BrandonParadeoflights on FB & IG for parade updates!
www.BrandonParadeofLights.com
Questions? Email info@brandonparadeoflights.com

Costumcs arc cheouraged!
Prizes will he awarded

Haunted Woods Events At

Hillsborough River State Park

Are you ready to face your worst night-
mare? Haunted Woods at Hillsborough River
State Park is where your nightmares become
alive. As night falls, the woods come to life
and turn into pure terror. Brave the Scare
Trail — Beyond the Grave — where the un-
dead are clocking in. This is recommended
for children over 12 years of age and will
take place from 7-10 p.m. at Hillsborough
River State Park, located at 15402 U.S. 301
in Thonotosassa, on Friday and Saturday, Oc-
tober 16-17. For a more family-friendly event,
bring younger children to the Beyond the
Grave Kids Trail event, which runs from 3-6
p.m. only. This is a cash-only event.

Tall Tales Of Old Florida

Explore Tampa's 19th-century living history
museum, Cracker Country, by lantern at night
in its Tall Tales of Old Florida event. Along the
way, storytellers will spin wild yarns about
Florida's unexplained oddities, including
skunk apes, misbehaving trains, cow-hunting
giants and more. A little bit scary, a little bit
funny and always family-friendly. After your
tour, enjoy a festive snack and drink, which
are included in your admission. Tall Tales of
Old Florida will be held at Cracker Country
on the Florida State Fairgrounds, located
at 4800 US. 301 in Tampa, on Saturday,
October 24, from 7-10:30 p.m. Visit www.

By Jenny Bennett

& ChEATURES
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crackercountry.org to purchase your tickets
(advance purchase is required) and select the
start time of your tour, which will last about
an hour. This event is not recommended for
children under 6 years of age.

Boo Bash Bingo

Boo Bash Bingo returns to New Hope
Church on Thursday, October 29, starting
with light bites at 6 p.m., followed by bingo at
6:45 p.m. Dress up in your favorite Halloween
costume (if you want to) and join Brandon
Juniors for a fun night of 10 rounds of bingo,
in which you can win your choice from a se-
lection of designer handbags, including Kate
Spade, Michael Kors, Coach and more. Along
with bingo, there will be raffle baskets, silent
auction items and a 50/50 drawing. Contact
treasurebjwc3509@gmail.com.

Annual Black Cat 5K Fun Run Ben-

efiting A Kitten Place

Animal lovers are invited to lace up their
sneakers and make a lifesaving difference at
the sixth annual Black Cat 5K Fun Run, pre-
sented by The Fuddy Fund and benefiting A
Kitten Place, a local nonprofit rescue ded-
icated to saving homeless cats and kittens
throughout the Tampa Bay area.

The untimed 5K fun run and 1-mile
walk will take place on Saturday, October
24, in the Twin Lakes neighborhood at
3002 Beaver Pond Trail in Valrico. Regis-
tration is now open. For more information
visit https://akittenplace.org/events/.

DOES YOUR

INSURANGE
COVER YOUR
CHILD ON HIS

Accidents happen
Make sure you're protected.

%
')

HOME
INSURANCE

Liability coverage may apply,
but not all policies are the same.
WE CAN HELP YOU FIND OUT.

a

FLOOD
INSURANCE

=

AUTO
INSURANCE

HOMEOWNERS &

E- BIKE9

WE INSURE WHAT MOVES YOU.

m_nAu CK

0’.

A

GOLF CART
INSURANCE

2]

RV
INSURANCE

==

BOAT
INSURANCE

L 813 213 9600

& www.ironrockins.com
LOCAL PEOPLE. LOCAL SERVICE.

70 VISIT OUR
WEBSITE!
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THE MORELAND WAY FAMILY HEALTH:| PREPARING FOR MEDICARE OPEN
HEALTH CARE WITH HEART ENROLLMENT WITH MB INSURANCE

Staff Report By Makenzie Atkins Noel
change their formular-

Volume 1, Issue 9

respectful, and Choosing the right in-

The Moreland Way Family Health team brings together expertise in advanced
nursing practice, lactation counseling, pharmacy, social work and health care
administration to provide compassionate, personalized care for the whole family.

The Moreland Way Family Health
was built on a simple belief: Health
care should be personal, compas-
sionate and centered on the whole
patient. Its practice is uniquely com-
prised of a family with backgrounds
inadvanced nursing practice (APRN),
lactation counseling, registered nurs-
ing, pharmacy, case management
through social work, and health care
administration. Together, they bring
a comprehensive perspective to pa-
tient care that has been shaped not only
by their professional experience but also
by their personal experiences as patients
and caregivers.

The Moreland Way Family Health un-
derstands that health care is about more
than treating symptoms. Every patient
has a story, and every concern deserves
to be heard. It takes the time to listen,
understand everyone's needs and work
alongside patients and families to address
both physical and mental health concerns.
Whether it's managing a chronic condition,
navigating life's challenges or supporting
preventive wellness, the Moreland Way's
goal is to provide care that is thoughtful,

whole-hearted.
The practice
believes strong
relationships
are the founda-
tion of better
health. By com-
bining  clinical
expertise with
compassion

and person-
alized atten-
tion, it strives

to create an
environment
where patients
feel valued,
supported and
empowered
in their health
care journey.

Currently, it
is  welcoming
new pediatric
patients  and
looks forward
to expanding services to include adult
primary care this November and mental
health therapy in January 2027 It invites
you and your family to experience a dif-
ferent approach to health care, one where
you're treated as more than a patient;
you're treated like family.

To learn more or schedule an appoint-
ment, contact The Moreland Way Family
Health today. Your family's health and
well-being are its priority.

The Moreland Way Family Health is lo-
cated at 10315 Black Mangrove Lane in
Riverview. For more information, contact
813-320-6370 or visit the website direct-
ly at www.tmwfamilyhealth.com.

surance plan is about more
than finding a familiar
name. Doctors, prescrip-
tions, costs and coverage
can all change from year
to year, making an annual
review an important part
of protecting both health
and finances. With Medi-
care’s annual enrollment
period (AEP) approaching,
MB Insurance Solutions
is helping local clients
prepare for the changes
ahead.

Owned by Michele Bar-
tock, MB Insurance Solu-
tions is an independent
health and life insurance agency serving
Florida. Bartock, who has lived in the com-
munity for over 20 years, specializes in sup-
plements, Medicare Advantage, prescription
plans and life insurance. As an independent
agent, she has access to 12 organizations
and more than 80 Medicare plans, allowing
her to compare options rather than limiting
clients to one plan.

Bartock also helps clients with under-65
health insurance, off-market plans and
group health insurance for small businesses.
Additional coverage options include dental,
vision, hearing, life, accident, indemnity, can-
cer and heart/stroke plans, as well as long-
term care and annuities.

With Medicare's AEP approaching, now is
the time for beneficiaries to start reviewing
their coverage for 2027. AEP runs from Oc-
tober 15 through December 7, giving Medi-
care beneficiaries a limited window to make
changes to their plans.

That review is especially important be-
cause Medicare plans can change from
year to year. Prescription drug plans may

Michele Bartock, owner of MB Insurance
Solutions, helps clients navigate Medicare than simply telling them

coverage and understand their options
during Annual Enrollment Period.

ies, deductibles and co-
insurance, while out-of-
pocket maximums can
also increase. Bartock's
goal is to compare the
available options based
on each client's doctors,
medications and prior-
ities so they can make
an informed decision
before the deadline.
"Every client has dif-
ferent needs, and I want
them to understand
their options rather

what plan they should
choose,” said Bartock.
"When clients know they can call with ques-
tions throughout the year and have some-
one who knows their situation, that is what
makes the difference.”

As the end of the year approaches, Bar-
tock wants Medicare beneficiaries to keep
a few important things in mind. Some Medi-
care Advantage plans offer a Part B premi-
um 'Give Back,” while individuals may also
qualify for Medicaid or the Low-Income
Subsidy based on their income and assets.
She also cautions beneficiaries about un-
solicited calls promising gift cards or food
cards, noting that these benefits are only
available to those who meet certain qual-
ifications. For those who miss the annual
enrollment period or are unhappy with a
new Medicare Advantage plan, there may
be another opportunity to make a change
between January and March.

Outside of Medicare and Affordable Care
Act plans, Bartok can also help clients with
ancillary and small group plans. Visit online
at www.medicareofflorida.com; call 813-
553-3822, ext. 2; or mlbartock@gmail.com.
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ECO Tours

EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME.. -,
Book Your Charter Today!

(813] 480-9111

FISI-HNG
TERS
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 [FINANCIAL GRoOUR, LILC

=

E;., &l \PRESERVATION 1=

Let us help take the burden
of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc.

(WC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered

through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal

Blown-In Insulation ¢ Solar Attic Fans

(813) 689-

 CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up
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IKAREN BROOKS SHARES JOURNEY OF

FAITH AND REDEMPTION

Karen Brooks'
dream to write
and publish Be-
coming a Display -
of HIS Splendor
was born out of
much disappoint-
ment, defeat and
discouragement.
She discovered
that delayed or
denied  dreams
are not dead;
they are some-
times redirected
and rebirthed
for God's greater =
victory and glory.

God is still wi

Karen Brooks recently celebrated the publication of her

. Move
from despair
and doubt to
healing and
freedom as
Fi you  perse-

vere with an
unwavering

-, faith and

~'§,.'~ trust in your

. heavenly Fa-
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into your story.

BECOMING A
DISPLAY Ol
'I\ $=

:rx.r;cv,:u uam(lwl;\\ |

\\/\41 = = ‘, |ng daily in

Ef 8"&%\‘ "' His presence
CR &

W *U equips  and

empowers

She truly believes 7ew eight-week spiritual and emotional growth workbook, you to stand

in her heart that Becominga Display of HIS Splendor, with a book signing at
Foxtail Coffee Riverview South.

God has a re-
deeming purpose for every
disappointment and loss we
face if we will surrender our
pain to Him. -

Brooks invites you to join
her on this eight-week spir-
itual and emotional growth ;
journey as she vulnerably
shares parts of her painful
past that led her to encoun- }
ter God's perfect love, trust
her Father's heart and stand
firm with an unshakeable faith. Her hope
and prayer are that her redemption sto-
ry and the truths from God's word will
inspire and ignite your faith to flourish
and remain strong as “an oak of righ-
teousness, a planting of the Lord for the
display of His splendor,” (Isaiah 61:3).

As you experience this spiritual jour-
ney, you will:

* Be securely planted with your roots
growing deeper in God's love and truth.

]axfaz{

TOfFE

your ground
in spiritual
warfare against the at-
" tacks of the evil one.

. * Display His splendor
e aS You build and leave a
legacy of faith, bearing
.., eternal fruit to His glory.
; Brooks recently host-
"% 2! ed a book signing event
.."‘ L ” h . at Foxtail Coffee Riv-

£ (0.

erview South. She is
truly grateful and feels
blessed for all those who
came to celebrate and rejoice with her.
She especially wishes to thank Shanna
Tvenstrup, franchisee, and her wonder-
ful staff for hosting such a successful
event.

Brooks looks forward to walking you
through this spiritual workbook because
you were created for the display of HIS
splendor.

Her book can be purchased on Amazon
at www.amazon.com/dp/1919386726.

RUSKIN SEAFOOD FESTIVAL SERVES UP
TWO DAYS OF FLAVOR AND FUN

Staff Report

The 36th An-
nual Ruskin Sea-
food Festival is set
to return to EG.
Simmons Park on &
Saturday, Novem- =
ber 14- Sunday, =]
November 15, [}
bringing two days *
of food, family |
activities and live [
entertainment to
the SouthShore community. Pro-
duced by the Greater SouthShore
Chamber of Commerce, the pop-
ular waterfront event will once
again offer free admission, along
with free entry to the park thanks
to local sponsorships. "Admission to the Fes-
tival is free, and admission to E.G. Simmons
Park has been covered by our generous
sponsors, Advent Health and Elite Marine
Dock & Seawall,” said Greater SouthShore
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
Bonnie Peacock.

This year's event is made possible by
many community sponsors including Coun-
cil Growers, Meals on Wheels, Sunset Grill,
Coastal Mobile Lube and Tire, Christopher
Ligori & Associates, Ruskin Fresh Market,
Dream Vacations, Waterset, Beacon Animal
Hospital, Friends of the Southshore Library,
TECO, SmileLYNN Pediatric Dentistry, Sun-
coast Credit Union, T-Mobile, Bay Area Vet-
erinary and more. The festival is expected to
welcome an estimated 15,000 to 20,000
visitors across the weekend. Crowds will
find the festival expanded in size and offer-
ings. "This year's festival will be bigger and
better than ever,” said Peacock.

The festival will showcase 22 food trucks
and booths serving fresh seafood and classic
fair favorites. A “Party Barge” bar and sev-
eral smaller bars will be located throughout
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By Kelly Wise Valdes

the grounds. Live
music will fill two
stages both days,
including  steel
drums,  reggae,
country and lo-
cal performers.
Saturday’s lineup
includes opening
ceremonies  fol-
lowed by J Low-
ery Steel Drums,
Josh Bidwell, Randy McNeeley
and Truption Reggae. Sunday
will feature a Sea Glass Church
service along with return per-
formances by J Lowery, Emma
Christine, Bidwell and McNee-

ley.

Two special areas will be available for vis-
itors needing breaks or accommodations.
The Sensory Zone will provide quiet spac-
es overseen by the festival's Special Needs
Committee. "Last year's Sensory Tent is this
year's Sensory Zone,” said Peacock. "This
area is managed by our Special Needs Com-
mittee, and will have two ‘respite’ tents, one
for children and one for adults, where those
that may need a quiet break can go. We will
also have several Special Needs Vendors in-
cluding Applied Behavior Analysis, Speech
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and more.”

For attendees arriving with pets, the Bark
Zone offers a dedicated rest spot. "The Bark
Zone is a shaded area set aside within the
Festival that has water bowls and toys for
the canine festival-goers that may need a
little break,” Peacock said.

The festival runs Saturday from 10 am. to
5 p.m. and Sunday from 11 am. to 5 p.m. at
E.G. Simmons Park located at 2401 19th Ave
N.W. in Ruskin. Shuttle service from parking
areas will be available. For more information
visit www.ruskinseafoodfest.org.
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LEARN.

Our After School Program offers
students a fun and structured

environment to learn, stay active,
and build friendships—right after
the school day ends!

PROGRAM INCLUDES:

% AFTER SCHOOL j&

Safe I Active | Engaging | Affordable

21

PLAY. GROW.
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N A NEW ERA

|
PROUD PARTNERSHIP WITH

OF'DIVING
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5 Diving is excited to introduce a brand-new
competitive diving program designed for | -
athletes of all ages and experience levels. 2 :

Offered at select elementary schools
across Hillsborough County.

Homework Time
Quiet time to focus and
stay on track

o

WHOLE CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Qur program aligns with the Florida Afterschool
Standards for Quality Programs to support

the academic, social, emotional, and physical
growth of every child.

Physical Activity & Outdoor Play
Fresh air, active games, and
outdoor fun

Leading this exciting new chapter is Head Coach Anjel Clemente,
whose passion for athlete development, technical excellence, and
the sport of diving will help shape the future of High 5 Diving.

ENROLLNOW @

& nighsinc.org/diving

Enrichment & Fun
STEM activities, arts & crafts,
indoor games and activities, and more!

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

We proudly accept School Readiness.
Learn more at www.elchc.org.

®

Before School Care Available
at select schools

Start the day with structure

and support

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
& REGISTER TODAY!

highSinc.org/after-school
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with Kerin Clarkin i

of Riverview Fun and Events

I love supporting

local businesses,
and there is some-
thing especially |

exciting about an [}l
event that gives
our community a
reason to get out,
try something new §
and celebrate the T4
incredible business- HSN

es right in our own

backyard.

That is exactly what is happening with
the first-ever Winthrop Restaurant Week,
coming September 17-27.

For 11 days, Winthrop will be filled with
opportunities to enjoy special Restaurant
Week menus, discover new favorite dish-
es and support locally owned restaurants
that help make Riverview such a wonder-
ful place to live.

Participating restaurants include Acrop-
olis Greek Taverna, CALI, Cappy's Pizze-
ria, Donovan's Meatery, Himes Breakfast
House, Longshots Sports Bar & Lounge,
The Patio at Winthrop Liquors and Tutto
Tavola.

As someone who is always looking for
ways to encourage people to shop, dine and
experience local, I am particularly excited
about what Riverview Fun and Events is
doing alongside Restaurant Week.

We are celebrating with more than
$1,000 in giveaways from local restau-

ANNouucmsm.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 27, 2026

AMAZIN,
GIVZA WAy

RESTAUR
WE KANT

TULTO TAVOLA
Jhun KITCAEA

rants and businesses. That includes gift
cards, shopping packages, beauty and
self-care prizes and some very generous
$100 and $200 gift cards.

We have teamed up with businesses in-
cluding CALI, Donovan’'s Meatery, Acropo-
lis Greek Taverna, Himes Breakfast House,
Tutto Tavola, Cappy's, Longshots, Foil &
Hue Salon, Mainstream Boutique and
more. Giveaways will be revealed leading
up to Restaurant Week, with prizes being
awarded throughout September 17-27.

But honestly, the giveaways are just the
bonus.

The real prize is having an opportunity
to experience the restaurants, entrepre-
neurs and small businesses that make
Winthrop and Riverview special.

So mark your calendar, gather your
friends and family, and make plans to dine
local. And be sure to follow Riverview Fun
and Events so you don't miss the giveaway
announcements.

T'll see you in Winthrop!

LOCAL MOM, MATH TEACHER AND
SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCER

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

e FREE CONSULTATION!

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,

WIGS & BLENDS

* NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for

active men & women

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

Since 1969

56336-1

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

Wearing many
hats comes eas-
ily to Brandon
resident Rebecca
McDonagh. She is
a mom with two
teenagers and a
rescue dog, Foxy.
She has been
teaching for 18 °
years with Hills- |
borough County .
Schools and loves
to travel, but it's -
what she does in =
her off time that E
has made her a
social media in-
fluencer. On Ins- [
tagram, she is @
mathwithmiss-
mcd, and her reels
are hysterical.

‘T actually started making content hop-
ing to create a little side hustle; you may
have heard teachers aren't exactly the
highest-paid profession,” McDonagh said.
"It sort of slowly evolved into making silly
videos instead of a serious business, which is
great because this is way more fun.”

The inspiration for her reels and videos
comes from her real life.

“Luckily, real life gives me all the inspi-
ration I need,” she said. "My own interac-
tions with my students, my kids and other
people’s stories give me plenty of material.
My Teacher Hotline videos are what initially
took off, and people still send me names to
use all the time. I love how there's a part of
S0 many people’s experiences in my videos.”

Making her videos and reel is cathartic to
McDonagh.

“It's honestly just really fun and kind of
takes the edge off what can sometimes be a

. When the lesson isin
& Tull swing but a student
% wants to “show you *

NAVIGATSER
ACADEMY

K- 8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
26-27

Leader in Me School

1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.A.R.T. Curriculum

Before/After Care

m Science and Engineering

I THFerViewing for your
\ﬁrsf Joh as a teacl

By Libby Hopkins
| stressful profes-
 sion,” she said.
“T love hearing
W from my fellow
| teachers and
moms  about
how something
made them
laugh or eased
the chaos of the
day,”

Being called
a social me-
| dia influencer
is  something
-4 that McDonagh
\ ‘ takes in stride.
Whothe gmemationst ] have a
your kid's teachers | feeling that is

a huge over-

POV: Opening a

Christmas gifts from
your students
+ 2.6M

‘lelllld

Rebecca MCDonagh is alocal mom, teacher and social media gt 3t emen t,"
influencer. Her funny reels and videos she posts on her Insta-
gram account, @mathwithmissmecd are inspired by her life.

McDonagh said
with a laugh.
“I'm not really an influencer (unless it's influ-
encing people to drink Diet Coke, and then
I absolutely am) or a celebrity, but it is the
best when people come up and introduce
themselves and say they like something
on my channel. I've met people in different
states and even different countries who've
seen one of the videos, and it's a blast chat-
ting and hearing about their own experienc-
es.”

McDonagh loves her followers and loves
how the community supports her as both a
teacher and a social media personality.

"I'm so proud of how our community ral-
lies around teachers,” she said. “I've always
felt so supported here working in our local
schools and I'm proud to call this home. I
recently published two math workbooks for
fourth and fifth graders called Math to the
Music, and it's been amazing hearing such
great feedback from everyone.”

e

NAVIOATOR ACADEMY
of LEADERSHIP \ALRiCO

- ol

Him

(813) 603-9340

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

Car Accident? Don’t Settle For Less!

Ovr $500 Million Won For Clients

DANNY
MURPHY

DAVID
GOLDMAN

MICHAEL
BABEONI

BERNIE
WALSH

STEPHEN
FERNANDEZ

More Service. More Support! More Experience.
That's the JUSHCE PAYS" promise.

APOLLO BEACH ¢ RUSKIN ¢ RIVERVIEW

GOLDMAN

BABBONI e Auto Accidents

FERNANDEZ .
MURPHY * Peronal Injury

&WALSH

Free Case Review

(813) 642-8284

#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973

TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITESf ,

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 4
CALL (813)685-7711

@ @@@E

MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
HOURS: 6AM - 6 PM
FAX (813)685-3607 | BRANDONPESTCONTROL@TAMPABAY.RR.COM

SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA -

ORLANDO - PLANT CITY
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TRICK OR TREAT STREET RETURNS
FOR FAMILY HALLOWEEN FUN

Halloween will
take over Riverview
High School on Sat-
urday, October 24,
when the Brandon |
Riverview Chamber
of Commerce hosts
its annual Trick or
Treat Street, bring-
ing local businesses
and thousands of
area families togeth- g%
er for an evening of §
festive fun.

The free commu-
nity event will take
place from 5-8 p.m.
at Riverview High School, located at
11311 Boyette Rd. in Riverview. Families
are invited to come dressed in their Hal-
loween best and enjoy trick-or-treating,
food, games and activities designed for
children of all ages.

One of the highlights of Trick or Treat
Street is the opportunity for children to
visit decorated booths hosted by local
businesses and collect candy along the
way. Participating businesses are en-
couraged to get creative with their dis-
plays, wear costumes and create memo-
rable experiences for families.

In addition to trick-or-treating, the
event will feature food trucks, a foam
party and bounce houses, giving families
plenty of ways to enjoy the evening be-
yond collecting candy.

For Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce members, the event also pro-
vides an opportunity to connect directly
with local residents and introduce their
businesses to potential customers in a
fun, relaxed se

BRANDON RIVERVIEW
CHAMBER © COMMERCE

\ @ Join us for a night of fun activities, seasonal treats,
,  and safe trick-or

Staff Report

ing! Let's come togeth
asa ity to enjoy a spooktacular time
while supporting local businesses.

a * *

ty — be part of the community” is the
message behind the chamber's invitation
to businesses to participate.

Businesses can reserve a vendor booth
and decorate their space for Halloween
while handing out candy to visiting
children. Booth participation is $65 for
chamber members and $100 for non-
members. Craft vendor spaces are $75
for members and $100 for nonmembers,
while food vendor spaces are $75 for
members and $100 for nonmembers.

The event is sponsored by A League of
Their Own Riverview.

Whether families come for the cos-
tumes, candy, bounce houses, foam
party or simply the chance to enjoy an
evening together, Trick or Treat Street
offers a festive way to celebrate Hal-
loween while supporting and connecting
with local businesses.

Admission to Trick or Treat Street is
free for the community.

For businesses, the chamber encour-
ages early reglstratlon to secure a booth

Fall mto
*Fun &thness Z

No Place sze ThlS Place

- Whether you’re reachmg your ﬁtness goals, giving
your children a safe place to learn and play or
spending more quality time together, you’ll find
everything you need to make this season your
healthiest and happiest yet.

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA

813.685.5402 813.228.9622

YOGA INSTRUCTOR HELPS
PEOPLE RECONNECT, REDUCE
STRESS AND FIND PEACE

By Mylena C. Ferman

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD

Jaclyn Peterson,
owner of Ascend
with Jaclyn, aims
to help people re-
duce stress and
burnout  through
yoga. Peterson
leads trauma-sen-
sitive yoga class-
es throughout the
Greater Tampa Bay |
area and works
with local businesses.

Her goal is to teach employ-
ees how yoga practices can
provide an outlet to trauma
and better work-life practices.

"Yoga is for everybody, you
know?” Peterson said. “"No
matter your physical state, ...
there is some type of yoga you
can do.”

Many people have anecdot-
ally claimed yoga to be a great
stress reducer.

However, a study done in India earlier this
year found that stock market investors who
participated in a 30-day yoga intervention
reported a reduction in perceived stress. An-
other yoga study, conducted in 2024, found
that the yoga participants showed improved
executive function, working memory and
processing speed.

Peterson would likely agree with such
findings. She claimed those who partici-
pated in her yoga classes reported similar
benefits, including better sleep, feelings of
calm, raised focus levels and less chronic
pain. Trauma sensitive yoga can also have an
additional benefit of allowing people to feel
in control of their own body again.

“When people have experienced trauma,

A ,

... they walk
away with a
diminished
meeam sense  of
S == self and a
lot of times
they may
not even be
aware that
& they don't
w trust them-
: selves  to
make deC|S|ons she said.

Peterson practiced yoga
after surviving an abusive
marriage and moving out
of state.

"The practice helped me
reconnect with myself and
slowly begin to rebuild my
identity and rebuild my
self-worth,” Peterson said.

Currently, Peterson

v piey hosts a weekly chair yoga
class at the Florida Blue Center in Sarasota.
She aims to do more business-to-business
work with employee wellness programs and
give back to the community with Communi-
ty Wellness Programs.

"It helps bring a balance and a sense of
peace that they need in their lives, as well,”
Peterson said. “"That's really my goal, to help
people find that peace and to activate that
parasympathetic nervous system.”

For more information about Ascend with
Jaclyn, please visit https://ascendwithjac-
lyn.com/, follow its Instagram ((@ascend-
withjaclyn) or follow its Ascend with Jaclyn
Facebook page. Those interested in hav-
ing Peterson host a class may contact her
through the contact page on her website or
via email at ascendwithjaclyn@gmail.com.

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

‘Save Up To $75!
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PULTEGROUP HOSTS NOTES OF LOVE CEREMONY FOR TWO
VETERANS RECEIVING MORTGAGE-FREE HOMES

PulteGroup’s West Florida Division
opened the doors of two future veter-
an homes to the Riverview community
on August 27, inviting employees, trade
partners, family members and neighbors
to leave permanent messages of love and
gratitude inside the walls before they
were finished.

The Notes of Love event is part of the
division's Built to Honor program, a col-
laboration with the nonprofit Building
Homes for Heroes, which builds, modi-
fies and gifts mortgage-free homes vet-
erans and Gold Star families. Army Spc.
Ryan Heard and Army Sgt. Carson Shaw
received the two gifted homes in Pulte
Homes' Spencer Glen community, locat-
ed at 13716 Sunlight Meadow Dr. in Riv-
erview.

Visitors were welcome to stop by at
any time to write handwritten notes
directly on the studs, slab and walls
throughout both homes. The messages,
typically expressions of encouragement,
thanks and support for the veterans and
their families, will remain sealed behind

Hehtal Life.
Small/Large Group Inghrancea

Proud partnerwith... L,. -
Healthcare Solutions: Team'

Is your plan still
working for you

MEDICARE Annual Enrollment and ACA Open Enrollment
are the perfect times to ask yourself:

® Do | need more coverage?

® Will my doctor still take my plan?

® Does my plan still fit my budget?
SCAN my QR code to fill out my short

"Insurance Help Request Form" for more
information and to request an appointment.

Long/Shor

the finished walls and flooring for the life
of the homes.

Heard arrived at the community at 2:30
p.m. and walked through his future home
to see and read the notes left by the com-
munity. Following his walkthrough, his
family was given time alone in the home
to review the messages privately. Shaw
arrived at 3:30 p.m. for the same experi-
ence in his home next door.

"There is something incredibly pow-
erful about walking a veteran through a
home filled with handwritten notes from
people they've never met, all of them
thanking him or her for their sacrifice,”
said Tony Campano, vice president of pro-
curement for PulteGroup's West Florida
Division. "I cry every single time T walk
through with these veterans. Seeing Ryan
and Carson read those messages, know-
ing they'll be part of their home forever,
is one of the most meaningful things we
get to do all year.”

“Notes of Love is a beautiful reminder
that when we build a home, we're also
building a community around one of our

|||||||||||

fplerm Care
MedlcareTh Dental.

(812

e Cs Gruenbaum@msuredaf com

nation's heroes,” said Andy Pujol, founder
and CEO of Building Homes for Heroes.
"We're so proud to stand with our incred-
ible partners at Pulte’s Built to Honor pro-
gram and encourage the community to
come together, welcome these deserving
heroes and show them just how grateful
we are for their service and sacrifice.”

"Seeing all these people coming togeth-
er, giving their time and their donations
to build this home for me and my family,
it's overwhelming and unbelievable,” said
Heard. “Trust the process. Thank you to
everybody, to the builders and volunteers
who are going to build this home for us.”

“This is one of the most special days of
our lives,” said Shaw. “To everybody who
showed up and gave their time — thank
you.”

The Notes of Love ceremony precedes
the completion of the mortgage-free
homes, which will be move-in ready for
both families by Thanksgiving. The dual
gift marks the seventh and eighth mort-
gage-free homes PulteGroup's West Flor-
ida Division has built for veterans in the

Tampa Bay area through Built to Honor,
and the first time the division has hon-
ored two recipients at once.

Across the country, PulteGroup has
donated over 100 Built to Honor mort-
gage-free homes to wounded veterans
since founding the program in 2013.

For more information, visit www.pulte.
com/homes/florida/tampa/riverview/
spencer-glen-211225.

For over a decade, PulteGroup’s Built
to Honor program has recognized and
thanked returning military personnel who
have been injured during their term of ser-
vice by providing mortgage-free homes to
veterans and their families. Launched in
2013, the program has built and donated
over 100 homes, gifting more than $40
million in value, across the country. Built
to Honor works in partnership with non-
profit organizations to identify veteran
candidates. For more information about
Built to Honor, go to http://builttohonor.
org/. Follow Built to Honor on X (@Built-
ToHonor and www.facebook.com/people/
built-to-honor/61574264735162/.

Angel N7

FOUNDATION FL

Angel Hearts Lifting Up Families in Crisis

Save the Date!

Evening of Hope
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Honoring the Past...Carrying it Forward

October 9, 2026 The Regent
AngeWoundaﬁonFLcom

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAST

W ~HEHANCGE

Lowest Pricing on

TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS ||

25%

H__E..,, | Valid for conventional and fuII

fynthetlc oil changes. |

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp10/31 lzoﬁl
L
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$40 OFF

“If you need insurance Craig is your guy! He is great and gives you exactly what you want
and always finds the budget you want to stay in. If you’re not satisfied with what you have
he’s always happy to help so that you’re happy!” - S. Farquhar

e,

10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 1 NOW OPEN!

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview | 813-499-9606 I
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed [ 002 Fleniey T -Soete dCRETzalons  Expriosizozel

| Any Air Condition Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.




September 2026

SouthShore Edition

§§

)
W\,
€:

' N

4 TANYA

P

TN

Allighee™

UNDERSTAND,ACCEPT, LOVE

HINES

EXPERIENCED AUTISM ALLIANCE
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

INCLUSION STARTS WITH OPPORTUNITY

One of the things I
love most about our
SouthShore  commu-
nity is the diversity of
the families who call
it home. Among our
neighbors are many
children and adults
with autism and other
disabilities who want
the same thing we all
do, the opportunity to
belong, participate and
experience life along- %4
side their peers. 4

For families like
mine, inclusion means more than simply
being invited. It means our loved ones are
given a real opportunity to participate, learn,
grow and be seen for what they can do.

My 21-year-old son, Avery, has had op-
portunities to play sports just like his older
brothers. Not because everything came eas-
ily for him but because inclusive programs
were available, and we took a chance and
signed him up.

Sometimes, as parents, taking that
chance can be scary. We wonder: Will they
understand my child? Will he be accepted?
Will she be able to participate? What if it
doesn't go perfectly?

But what if it does?

Every opportunity to participate can be-
come an opportunity to build confidence,
create friendships, discover a new interest
or simply experience something every per-
son deserves to experience.

And inclusion
doesn't only impact
the individual or
their family. It im-
pacts the volunteers,
coaches, business-
es and community
members who par-
ticipate  alongside
them. These expe-
riences help people
move beyond simply
being ‘aware’ of dis-
abilities. They create
understanding, ac-
ceptance and con-
nection. They allow others to see the abili-
ties and potential in individuals who may
not always be given the opportunity to show
them.

That is how we build a truly inclusive com-
munity, not by expecting everyone to be the
same but by making room for our differenc-
es.

To families of children, teens and adults
with disabilities, I encourage you to take the
chance. Sign them up. Try the sport. Attend
the community event. Join the social group.
Give them the opportunity to experience
something new.

They may surprise you.

And to our SouthShore community, keep
creating those opportunities. You may nev-
er fully realize just how much they mean to
families like mine.

Inclusion starts when someone is given a
chance.

L/

Credit card fraud is
nothing new — but
the technology scam-
mers use to com-
mit it is constantly
evolving.  Criminals
are becoming more g
sophisticated, using |
technology to make -
their scams look legitimate and to turn
stolen credit card information into quick
profits.

A recent example involved Florida
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
(FLHSMV) scam texts and toll-payment
scams. Millions upon millions of fraudu-
lent text messages were sent claiming
that the recipient’s driver’s license would
be suspended or that they owed money
for an unpaid toll or traffic violation. The
message included a link directing the vic-
tim to a convincing payment page.

After entering their credit card infor-
mation, the victim might receive a legiti-
mate text from their financial institution
containing a six-digit authentication
code. At the same time, the scammer
would send another message claiming
that the code was needed to ‘verify' or
complete the payment. In reality, the
victim was unknowingly providing the
scammer with the final piece of informa-
tion needed to compromise the card.

Criminals have also found ways to
use stolen card information with Apple
Wallet or Google Wallet. This does not
mean Apple Pay or Google Pay has been

compromised. These
digital payment
systems use strong
security features, in-
cluding tokenization,
to protect your actu-
al card number. In-
stead, criminals are
abusing the wallet
technology after obtaining stolen card in-
formation and authentication credentials.
They can make fraudulent transactions
appear more like legitimate digital-wallet
purchases, making the technology anoth-
er tool in their fraud scheme.

The best defense is vigilance. Monitor
your credit card and bank statements
regularly. If you see a transaction you
do not recognize, contact your financial
institution immediately using the phone
number on the back of your card or
through its official app or website.

Set up text or email alerts for pur-
chases and other account activity so you
know when transactions occur.

Most importantly, use two-factor au-
thentication whenever it is available —
but never give an authentication code to
someone who contacts you. That six-digit
code is designed to protect you. Giving it
to a scammer can give them the final au-
thorization they need.

The technology may change, but the
safest rule remains the same: Protect
your information, verify before you act
and never share your authentication
code.

“Come in,
we’re eating”

Breakfast
House

Breakfast.
Brunch. Lunch.

Wish you
were here.

e
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Tampa | Brandon | Winthrop
www.himesbreakfasthouse.com
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CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE RETURNS
TO RP FUNDING FOR ONE NIGHT

FIRE STATION AT CENTER OF NEW
DRONE BLOOD DELIVERY PROGRAM

Cirque  Dreams
Holidaze will cap-
tivate audiences in
Lakeland this holi-
day season with a
brilliantly  breath-
taking holiday spec-
tacular for the entire
family. As the orig-
inal cirque holiday
theatrical event, this
nationally acclaimed
annual tradition
wraps a Broadway-style production around
awe-inspiring contemporary circus arts.

On Christmas Eve, young Clara returns
home only to learn that a snowstorm may
keep her family from joining her. Just as
loneliness begins to settle in, two whimsi-
cal singers appear and whisk her away into
Holidaze, a fantastical world full of color,
wonder and breathtaking circus acts. As
she journeys through this magical realm,
Clara becomes part of the adventure, form-
ing unexpected friendships and discovering
her own courage.

Reimagined for 2026, Cirque Dreams
Holidaze features a world-renowned cast
of performers. The ensemble includes ae-
rial circus acts, sleight-of-hand jugglers,
fun-loving skippers, eye-popping acrobat-
ics and much more. With new music in-
cluding beloved holiday favorites sung live,
new sets, sparkling scenery and stunning
costumes, guests from children to seniors
will be on the edge of their seats as holiday
characters come to life on the most magi-
cal of nights.

Both critics and audiences alike agree
that Cirque Dreams Holidaze is a show for
all ages to enjoy where families can make
unforgettable memories together.

Cirque Dreams Holidaze will perform
one show at RP Funding Center, located at
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701 W. Lime St. in Lakeland, on Thursday,
November 19, at 7 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at the RP Funding Center Box Office
or by calling 863-834-8111. Groups of 10
or more may reserve tickets by contacting
group.sales(@vstarentertainment.com. For
more information, visit www.cirquedreams.
com.

Follow @CirqueDreams and #cirque-
dreamsholidaze on Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube and TikTok.

About Cirque Dreams

The Cirque Dreams franchise is a globally
recognized entertainment brand that has
produced a wide array of live stage per-
formances for Broadway, casinos, theme
parks, resorts, cruise lines and theatrical
venues worldwide. Since 1993, millions of
people have experienced Cirque Dreams
productions across the globe. Combining
the world’s finest contemporary circus
artists with dynamic choreography and
whimsical storytelling, Cirque Dreams
productions have captured the hearts and
imaginations of both audiences and critics
alike. The Cirque Dreams franchise is pro-
duced by VStar Entertainment Group, a
leading entertainment company acquired
in 2018 by Cirque du Soleil Entertainment
Group. VStar has entertained millions of
families with more than 40,000 live per-
formances across 50-plus countries.

A Riverview fire station will soon play a
key role in a new emergency medical pro-
gram designed to deliver lifesaving whole
blood by drone directly to trauma scenes.

Hillsborough County Fire Rescue Station
37 in Riverview is one of two stations select-
ed to serve as a launch site for Tampa Gen-
eral Hospital's new emergency drone deliv-
ery program. The initiative is designed to get
blood to patients experiencing severe blood
loss before they reach a hospital, when ev-
ery minute can make a difference.

The program, developed in partnership
with Tampa General Hospital, Hillsborough
County Fire Rescue, the University of South
Florida Health Morsani College of Medicine,
the Florida Center for Emergency Medical
Services, OneBlood and Archer First Re-
sponse Systems, is being billed as the na-
tion's first EMS-driven drone delivery pro-
gram for prehospital whole blood.

Station 37, along with Station 9 in the
Falkenburg/Sabal Park area, will serve as
the initial operating locations. Together, the
two drone systems are expected to cover a
70-square-mile area and deliver whole blood
in less than three minutes on average.

When a 911 call indicates a potentially
life-threatening hemorrhage, emergency
responders will be dispatched while a drone

TIME FOR ANOTHER
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By Marie Gilmore

carrying whole blood can
be deployed simultaneous-
| ly. Once the blood arrives,
trained first responders
| can begin a transfusion at
| the scene when medically
necessary, potentially pro-
T viding critical treatment
before the patient reaches
a trauma center.

The two stations were
selected because they
serve areas of Hillshorough
County with high volumes
of penetrating trauma and
hemorrhagic injuries.

“The golden hour of trauma care has al-
ways started at the hospital door until now,”
said Michele Moran, senior vice president
for emergency services at Tampa General.
"This program puts whole blood directly into
the hands of first responders before a pa-
tient ever reaches us."

Hillsborough County Fire Rescue officials
said the program will give first responders
another tool for treating patients with se-
vere injuries.

"Our crews are often first at the scene of
an accident,” said Todd Carnell, rescue divi-
sion chief. "This program puts an essential,
lifesaving resource directly in our hands at
the scene.”

The technology is expected to come online
in October, pending approval by the Hillsbor-
ough County Board of County Commission-
ers. The commission convened on the matter
September 2.

The pilot program is intended to generate
data that could help expand the coverage
area and capacity over time. Tampa General
officials also hope the initiative can serve as
a model for using drone technology to im-
prove emergency medical response in other
communities.

10-MINUTE FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE

8:25% OFF s
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= ] Valid for conventional and full s fynthetlc oil changes. |

Not to be combined with any other offer.
! Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. 10/31/2026
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Lowest Pricing on I
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS |
. 10524 CR 672 | 613-499-0884 | NOWOPEN! |\ Any Air Condition Repair

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview |1 813-499-9606 oy o0 NG vty e ofr.
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed | ny valgarveniew - Soyete ocations.

HEAT & AC
BROWN gourst

HEATING & AIRCONDITIONING
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Residential & Commercial
Installation & Repair
Commercial Refrigeration

(813) 671-2555

Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad, or as low as
$200 per month ... INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS)
Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418 or Visit OspreyObserver.com

FULL LINE OF PLUMBING SERVICES INCLUDING:
* Repipes * Sewer Line Repair & Replacements
* Water Heaters ¢ Toilet Repair & Replacements
* Drain Cleaning & Hydro Jetting « Camera Inspections
* Fixture Upgrades & More!

ENGINEERS
AR

FORMERLY

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

$20 OFF
A SERVICE

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH
OTHER DISCOUNTS.)

CALL US
TODAY!
813-633-8923

CFC142935
LICENSED, INSURED, & BONDED

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE!

NOTARY

Mobile & Online Notarization
Wills & Trust Notarization
Power of Attorney
Real Estate Closing
Apostille Services
DMV & Vehicle Titles
Minor Travel Consent Forms
Passport
Marriage License
Estate Planning
Loan Signing Services

Angie Anderson
813-212-8717
angie@stellarnotaryservices.net
www.stellarnotaryservices.net
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We Got This Bookkeeping

So you can work your business,
not your books!

* Monthly Bookkeeping . cor 7y
* QuickBooks Online

Setup & Support
» Catch-Up &

Cleanup Projects \\C]/

* Financial Reporting w\*’%
» QuickBooks ProAdvisor

(813)981-9008

grace@wegotthisbookkeeping.com
wegotthisbookkeeping.com
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SUNCOAST HEALTH CENTERS EXPANDS
CARE IN GROWING RIVERVIEW

As  Riverview

and  Southeast-
ern  Hillshorough
County  continue

to grow, access
to convenient and
affordable health
care is becoming
increasingly  im-
portant. Suncoast
Community Health
Centers (SCHC) is
responding with a
new Riverview lo-

By Marie Gilmore

ley Herremans,
CEO of Sun-
coast Commu-
nity Health Cen-
% ters. "Riverview
| isnot just a new
location, it's a
= continuation of
1 nearly 50 years
of showing up
for this com-
munity, and we
want people to
know the door

cation that opened is open.”
in April. Suncoast Community Health Centers recently opened its SCHC _ has
Located at  jew Riverview location at 10334 White Viburnum Way, served Hillsbor-

10334 White Vi-
burnum Way in
Riverview, the new
center provides adult and family medical
care, with walk-in appointments available as
space allows. The location was established
to give residents in Riverview, Gibsonton
and surrounding communities a nearby op-
tion for routine and ongoing health care.

The new location was highlighted as part
of National Health Center Week, August
2-8, which recognizes the role community
health centers play in providing care to resi-
dents regardless of their ability to pay.

SCHC accepts most insurance plans, in-
cluding Medicaid, Medicare and the Hillshor-
ough County Health Care Plan. For patients
without insurance, the organization offers a
sliding-fee scale based on household income
and family size. The goal is to ensure that
cost or lack of insurance does not prevent
residents from receiving care.

"As Southeastern Hillsborough County
continues to grow, we knew families here
needed a local option they could count on,
whether they have insurance, are on Medic-
aid or don't have coverage at all,” said Brad-

expanding access to affordable adult and family medical
care for residents.

ough County as
a not-for-profit
Federally Qual-
ified Health Center since 1977 Across its
network, the organization serves more than
72,000 unique patients through more than
250,000 visits each year.

The organization's approach extends be-
yond traditional medical care. Depending on
location and patient needs, SCHC connects
residents with behavioral health support, fi-
nancial counseling, social services, insurance
enrollment assistance and other resources
designed to address factors that can affect
a family's overall health and stability.

The Riverview center is part of SCHC's
continued expansion as the population of
Southeastern Hillsborough County increas-
es.

Residents seeking care at the Riverview
location can call 813-653-6100 to schedule
an appointment. Walk-ins are welcome as
space allows.

For more information about Suncoast
Community Health Centers, available ser-
vices and additional locations, visit https://
suncoast-chc.org/.

‘Busch Gardens.
paoktacular

SELECT DATES

SEPT 12 -

NOV 1

SPOOKY FUN &
TREATS GALORE

© 2026 United Parks & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved.

GIBSONTON DESALINATION PROJECT
EARNS NATIONAL RECOGNITION

A major water in-
frastructure project in 3
Gibsonton is receiving
national  recognition
for strengthening the
region's water supply
while addressing the
environmental and op-
erational challenges of
working along Tampa

Bay.
The Tampa Bay §
Water  Desalination

Intake Pump Station
- Phase II has been
named a 2026 Nation-
al Design-Build Proj-
ect/Team Award Merit winner by the De-
sign-Build Institute of America (DBIA). The
project was one of 32 projects recognized
nationwide across 10 categories.

Located at one of Tampa Bay's only desali-
nation facilities, the project was designed to
help meet rising water demand and improve
the facility's ability to withstand coastal
flooding and extreme weather.

The new intake pump station can supply
up to 50 million gallons of seawater per day
to the existing desalination facility. Critical
electrical systems were also elevated above
the floodplain to provide additional protec-
tion against sea level rise and severe weath-
er.

The project presented significant challeng-
es because construction took place inside an
active Tampa Electric Company power plant
that was undergoing its own construction
work. The team also had to work around
existing utilities and remain mindful of a
nearby public manatee viewing area and the
surrounding marine environment.

Early collaboration was key to completing
the project successfully. Tampa Bay Water,
the design-build team, TECO operations staff

-”-e_n‘?:-:;‘:ix"‘"”“!zw--__ —~
a3
=

Staff Report

and TECO's con-
tractor worked
— together through

B frequent coordi-
£ nation meetings
: : and  real-time
b2 g communication.

- Lo+ The approach al-
7 = lowed the teams
to address issues
quickly,  includ-
 ing  previously
. unknown utili-
discovered

s, 2 The  project
was completed in just 18 months, remained
on budget and recorded zero safety inci-
dents.

Environmental protection was also an
important component. Construction includ-
ed strict controls and monitoring designed
to protect the surrounding marine habitat.
The project team also partnered with Clams
for Clean Water, a nonprofit organization, to
design and construct clam habitats intended
to further improve water quality.

The $21.05 million project was led by
Tampa Bay Water, with Black & Veatch
Corp. serving as owner advisor and Archer
Western Construction LLC serving as de-
sign-builder and general contractor. Wade
Trim Inc. provided engineering services.

DBIA Executive Director and CEO Lisa
Washington said the national award win-
ners demonstrate what can be accomplished
when expertise, innovation and a shared
commitment to excellence come together.

The Merit Award winners will be recog-
hized at DBIA's 2026 Design-Build Confer-
ence & Expo in Cleveland on Thursday, No-
vember 5, where additional national honors
will be announced.
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Flip Flop Shops
Celebrates With A

Ribbon Cutting
The Greater SouthShore
Chamber of Commerce cele- |
brated an anniversary ribbon &
cutting at Flip Flop Shops,
located at 3818 Sun City ===
Center Blvd. in Cypress Vil-
lage Plaza. Local owner Pa- f=
mela welcomed the chamber
family to her shop, known
for Florida-style comfort
from brands including OOFOS, OluKai, REEF,
Cobian, BIRKENSTOCK and HEYDUDE.
"Pamela has built a store that feels like
SouthShore — friendly, comfortable and
proudly local,” said Bonnie Peacock, exec-
utive director of the Greater SouthShore
Chamber of Commerce. "We're thrilled to
celebrate this milestone with her." Visit
https://flipflopshopssuncity.locally.com/ or
call 813-938-5523 for more information.

Council Growers Farmers Market

Join Council Growers on Sat-
urday, October 10, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. at its garden center for a
market focused on what farm-
ers markets are all about.

You will find local produce,
chicken and eqgs, seafood,
sourdough, local honey, micro-
greens, jams, pickles, coffee
and more, all surrounded by our
working sod farm and nursery. Come enjoy
the farm. Take home something good. The
Council Growers Garden Center is located at
3226 24th St. SE in Ruskin.

The Greater SouthShore
Chamber Of Commerce Launches

New Headquarters

The Greater SouthShore Chamber of
Commerce officially launched its brand-new
headquarters, the SS SouthShore, with a
festive rope-cutting ceremony that drew a
packed crowd of members, community lead-
ers and supporters.

Guests toured every ‘deck,’” took part in a
sea-shanty scavenger hunt and enjoyed food
and fellowship as the celebration ran from
bow to stern. Demand was so strong that
overflow parking was
needed.

"What a day! We of-
ficially set sail with a
huge rope-cutting for
the brand-new SS South-
Shore,” the chamber
shared. "Thank you to ev-
eryone who came aboard
and helped us make
waves. Here's to fair winds and following
seas for the Greater SouthShore Chamber!”

The new space marks an exciting chapter
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570
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To Submit Business News

& Press Releases Mail Attn:
Business Editor,

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
Valrico, FL 33596

Fax 657-4469 | Email:
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com
Deadline: 15th of each month.

e first year  of
quality  and
community
spirit.

"What an
incredible

milestone!”

for the organization as it continues
serving businesses across SouthShore and
South Hillsborough County.

The Greater SouthShore Chamber of
Commerce is lo-
cated at 226 W.
College Ave. in
Ruskin. To con-
tact the cham-
ber, call 813-
645-1366.  For
additional infor-
mation, visit www.southshorechamberof-
commerce.org.

The Local Brew Company Cele-

brates One-year Anniversary
Cheers erupted as the Greater South-
Shore Chamber of Commerce joined neigh-
bors for a lively ribbon-cutting celebrating
The Local Brew Company's successful one-
year anniversary at 1050 Cypress Village
Blvd. in Ruskin. Founded by Aaron and
Joelle Schmalzle, this vibrant nano brew-
ery serves small-batch craft beer, robotic
espresso and house wines. The chamber
congratulates the team on an outstanding

said  Bonnie
Peacock of
the  Greater
SouthShore
Chamber  of
Commerce.
"They've truly brought people together —
we can't wait to toast many more!”
Come raise a glass at and get more info
at www.localbrewcompany.com.

ECH®

ECHO Named Gold Winner For

Non-Profit Organization

ECHO (Emergency Care Help Organiza-
tion) is proud to announce that it has been
named a Gold Winner for Non-Profit Orga-
nization in the 2026 Tampa Bay Times Best
of the Best awards.

"This recognition is a reflection of our en-
tire ECHO family,” said Iris S. Thurman, CEO
of ECHO. "Our staff, volunteers, donors and
community partners make it possible for us
to continue showing up for our neighbors.
We are incredibly grateful to everyone who
supports our mission and helped make this
recognition possible.”

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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5+ L/V/NG ACTIVE

ADULT

MADE FOR YOU &g

BRI WATER COMFORT. CONVENIENCE. COMMUNITY.
LANDING — RIVERVIEW, FL

Bridgewater Landing offers a
welcoming 55+ community
where comfort and convenience
come together.

EVERYDAY COMFORT.

FULL SIZE 1&2
WASHER & 0 WATER BEDROOM CO:) ACTIVE 55+ CONVENIENTLY
DRYER INCLUDED OPTIONS (")) COMMUNITY LOCATED IN

IN EVERY HOME AVAILABLE RIVERVIEW, FL

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR G 813-934-2204 ComforT. KWW@ (Connection.

and discover your new home bridgewaterlandings.com @

anErtgewaterlanaing's by 5790 Stockport St #102

L Live the lifestyle you deserve. EQUAL HOUSING
Riverview, FL 33578 OPPORTUNITY

SUNRISE HOMES |

building a brighter tomorrow

Lake Toscana

Now left.
$50,000 off your
design selections™
1/2 acre lots, semi-custom
homes, lake or conservation §*
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home |
5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598
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3 ’ , “! STRAIGHT FROM THE SHORE

SHAWNA CALVERT | 27NORTH REALTY

SHAWNA’S MONTHLY MARKET UPDATE

The South Shore market has split into two lanes. Homes priced for today’s buyer are moving, while overpriced homes
are sitting. Buyers have not disappeared. They are simply more selective about condition, monthly costs and value.
Nationally, August inventory reached 1.62 million homes and a 4.9-month supply, giving buyers more choices and
negotiating power. Locally, Hillsborough County’s latest report showed single-family sales up 1.3%, a steady median
price of $430,000 and active inventory down 6.6%. This is not a collapsing market. It is a market rewarding homes
that compete well.

Across the South Shore, resale homes face builder incentives, older homes face questions about roofs and insurance,
and waterfront homes are judged by seawalls, flood costs and boating access. Buyers have more leverage this fall, but
pricing and presentation still determine which homes sell.

159 five-star reviews. 110+ closings annually. Your neighbor in South Shore/Apollo Beach
SHAWNA CALVERT | 509-294-6818

Do You Know What Your Home Is Worth

Scan for your free home value report.
No pressure. No obligation. Just real numbers
from a neighbor who knows this market.

509-294-6818

MAKING MOVES

31620 LOCH ALINE DR.
WESLEY CHAPEL, FL 33545

1019 SIGNET DR
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

6306 115TH AVE E
PARRISH, FL 34219

List Price: $365,000
3Bed | 2 Bath | 1,874 Sq. Ft.

1  List Price: $550,000 ET
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,359 Sq Ft

List Price: $415,000 EI&
3Bed |2 Bath [ 2,018 Sq Ft

13327 GREAT PLAINS DR.
RIVERVIEW, FL 33579

3221 PLEASANT WILLOW CT
BRANDON, FL 33511

5830 SILVER SUN DR
1 APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

List Price: $380,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,935 Sq Ft

List Price: $270,000 EZ1
3Bed | 2.5 Bath | 1,707 Sq Ft

List Price: $480,000
¢ 3Bed|2Bath|2,174 Sq Ft

AGENT SPOTLIGHT

With over 24 years of real estate industry experience, Gene
Batronie brings extensive knowledge from real estate sales,

mortgage lending, title services, property management, and
investing. He specializes in waterfront properties, retirement
communities, veterans, investors, first-time homebuyers, and
buyer and seller representation.

A NEW KIND OF BROKERAGE. 27
Built for agents who are done leaving money on the table. RT H
Want to Learn more? Call Gregg at: 630-803-8506 ’

27NorthRealty.com - 6138 N US HWY 41, Apollo Beach FI 33572 | 813.645.4663




