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Creating
connections 

through stories 
and conversations 

for 70 years 



Neighbors,
As Rick Sebak says: we are “Lucky to Live in 
Pittsburgh.” From our championship sports 
teams, to our world-renowned cultural 
institutions, to our vibrant parks and rivers—this 
place is like no other. WQED is dedicated to 
reminding us of the many reasons we’re proud 
to call southwestern Pennsylvania our home. 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

We are actively investing in creating and curating more local content and 
experiences, while we continue bringing your favorite PBS programs to channel 
13 and soothing classical music to 89.3 FM.

Here are three examples from this Community Service Report:

Neighbors N’at: Stories celebrating people making a positive difference in our 
communities. This new series takes inspiration from Fred Rogers’ mother, who 
taught her son to “look for the helpers” during difficult times.

Voice of the Arts: We’re interviewing more performing artists—390 unique 
guests during FY24—as we amplify our region’s rich cultural offerings. Our 
podcasts and cultural calendar feature ensembles large and small.

Learning Neighborhoods: We employ a dozen educators who share trusted 
resources with teachers, librarians, parents, and other caregivers. We proudly 
offer lesson plans, toolkits, and other educational materials tailored to 
communities’ specific needs.

Through programs like these, we provide vital community resources that aim to
connect both neighbors and neighborhoods in useful ways. 

Jason Jedlinski

As Fred Rogers taught: 
“The purpose of life is to listen—to yourself, to your 
neighbor, to your world [...] and, when the time comes, to 
respond in as helpful as a way as you can find.”

I hope to hear from you: jason@wqed.org
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FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR
Jonathan Rosenson

Jonathan

WQED is producing more local content than it has in years, 
featuring neighbors and communities that often fall outside 
the spotlight. At the same time, WQED is investing in 
preserving and sharing decades of quality
programming from our archives—ensuring that our
unique history is transferred from old film reels and
video cassettes to modern and accessible formats.
Together, these efforts help demonstrate how our
region remains a powerhouse of American ingenuity
and innovation—just as it was when Josie Carey first
gave Fred Rogers a striped tiger puppet, 70 years ago.

We are thrilled by how Jason Jedlinski is embracing that challenge. With care 
and understanding, knowing change can be uncomfortable, he has consistently 
reassured viewers and listeners that our beloved PBS programs and classical 
music won’t go away. Jason has boldly explained why WQED must quickly evolve 
and expand to become “more relevant to more people” in order to sustain its 
broadcasts. We have full confidence in his ability to expand community services 
that will accomplish that.

I grew up not far from Fred Rogers and often saw him walking to WQED’s 
studios to make the television show I enjoyed as a child. While the cardigan and 
sneakers will remain iconic, my work on the board reminds me that they are 
only part of Fred’s legacy. 

Today, what truly inspires us is the magic that happened 
when creative, ambitious, and good-hearted people got 
together and asked, “How can we use new technology to 
inspire our neighbors?”

I believe Fred would be proud that we’re continuing to do exactly that.

Neighbors,
When our Board of Directors set out to recruit WQED’s fifth President & CEO in 
early 2023, we knew we needed a leader who would ensure that this treasured 
institution remains relevant for generations to come, while protecting the values 
that have sustained WQED since its founding in 1953.
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Chairperson
Jonathan H. Rosenson

President & CEO
Jason Jedlinski

Vice Chair & Secretary
Lisa Donovan

Vice Chair & Treasurer
Robert W. McCutcheon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nancy Angus
Mark D. Bezilla
Marcie Callan
Ross Chapman
Dorothy A. Davis
Bill Flanagan
Michelle L. Gardner
Daniel Gilman
Joshua Knauer

Inez K. Miles
Gail Novak Mosites
Cassandra Pan
Conor J. Platt
Gregory E.J. Scott
Chatòn T. Turner
Shirley Weinstein
Caroline S. West
Roslynne Wilson



COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
WQED’s Community Advisory Board ensures that we are meeting the 

educational, programming, and cultural needs of our neighbors, and that 
our services reflect the diverstiy of southwestern Pennsylvania.

Chairperson, Robyn E. Vittek, Mt. Lebanon Public Library

HONOR BOARD
Nancy L. Barry 
Georgia Berner
Eva Tansky Blum 
Marcela Bohm-Velez, MD 
Theodore M. Bovard 
Ellen Still Brooks 
Michael A. Bryson 
Joseph Bute 
Carolyn M. Byham

Leon Lynch
Mary Lou McLaughlin
Kevin McMahon 
Mickey McManus
Carl Moulton
Kathleen Mulcahy 
Dee Jay Oshry 
Donna Peterman 
Joseph P. Platt
Bill Rackoff
Herman L. Reid
Gilbert Z. Schneider
James M. Singer
D. Jin Song 
Frances Steward 
Christine A. Ward
Bill Waterkotte
Sylvia C. Wilson

Betty Arenth
Melissa Brock
Heather Broman
Sarah K. Byrne-Houser
Brandon Davis
Renee Durham
Andrés Franco
Emma Hance

Morgan Overton
Dr. Sylvia Owusu-Ansah
Jennifer O. Price
Carrie Rain
Camila Rivera-Tinsley
Christopher Robinson
Jada Shirriel
Jordan Strassburger

James Hill
Wayne Jones
Hersh Merenstein
Sabreena Woods-Miller
Brianne Mitchell
Shannon Musgrave
Heidi Ondek
Molly Onufer

 TRUSTEES EMERITI & HONOR BOARD

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Deborah L. Acklin
Debra L. Caplan
Herbert B. Conner 
W. Thomas McGough Jr. 
George L. Miles Jr. 
Mildred S. Myers
Richard L. Stover

William C. Byham
Yvonne Campos 
Mary Ann Dunham 
Dan Frankel 
Hilda Pang Fu 
Christine Fulton 
Mona N. Generett 
Peter C. Gerszten, MD 
Rev. Brenda J. Gregg 
Chuck Gregory
Marcia Gumberg 
Roy W. Haley
Hon. Mark R. Hornak 
Jack S. Isherwood
Michelle Jones
Lawrence W. Kaplan
Donald C. Korb 
Daniel J. Lebish 
Chris Leech
Claudette R. Lewis 
William K. Lieberman

ADVISORY & HONORARY BOARDS

Trustees Emeriti are living former Board Chairs and CEO’s. Our Honor Board 
consists of Directors who have completed a full nine year term as a board member. 



Learning Neighborhoods, the 
flagship program of WQED 
Education, brings together schools, 
libraries, families, and community 
organizations to provide educational 
enrichment and opportunities for 
connection. By fostering 
collaboration, we build vital bridges 
that support children and families, 
strengthening the entire community.

WQED is fortunate to have more than 42,000 members and donors whose 
passion and dedication to free and accessible public media allows us to provide 
our neighbors throughout southwestern Pennsylvania with quality programming 
and trusted educational resources.

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Jennifer Ford-Wagner, Guidance Counselor
Wylandville Elementary, Canon-McMillan School District 

“Being part of a Learning Neighborhood means that learning just 
doesn’t take place in the classroom. It also takes place in the home 

and it takes place within the community.” 

59
COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS

The Creator Academy taught the art 
of digital media production to more 
than 800 students in FY24. Many go 
on to study storytelling and media 
production in college. Each year, Point 
Park and Temple Universities offer a 
combined $100K in college 
scholarships to The Creator Academy 
graduates attending their respective 
film and media programs.

51
LIBRARY 

PARTNERS

94
SCHOOL

PARTNERS

37,779
STUDENTS

SERVED

BY THE 
NUMBERS
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Our staff told more than 100 local stories in FY24, including several of the 
signature documentaries WQED is known for, including:

LOCAL STORIES

In 2024, we evolved our storytelling philosophy to align with our strategic 
priorities. We’re committed to ensuring all audiences see themselves 
reflected in our content, and making sure our programs uplift and showcase 
the stories and voices that make our communities unique.

100+
ORIGINAL LOCAL 

STORIES

Beyond the Canvas: The Carnegie International,
Hope and Healing: The Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh,
The Green Book: Driving Through History, and
Equity on Ice: The Willie O’Ree Academy.
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We proudly branched out 
and went “off the beaten 
path” with stories profiling 
an inter-generational 
women’s bocce league in 
Morningside and the 
foraging efforts of the 
Western Pennsylvania 
Mushroom Club.

We journeyed from
Pittsburgh Soul Food

to the Beaver Falls Car Cruise 
and the Canonsburg

Fourth of July Parade. 

Reflect the Diversity of our Communities

Meaningfully Engage More Neighbors

A new series, 
Authentic Lives, 

celebrated positive 
stories about 

Pittsburgh’s LGBTQIA+ 
community, from artists 

to entrepreneurs.
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We set out to create ‘snackable’ vertical videos designed for social media. 
These included the Brookline Halloween Parade, DJ Mike’s Music Emporium, 
FRZY with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Light Up Night in Reserve 
Township, and the restoration of The Denis Theatre in Mt. Lebanon.

MORE LOCAL STORIES
Experiment with New Formats

We added GoPro
cameras to our FM
studio, enabling us to
capture interviews and conversations 
from our Voice of the Arts podcast and 
share them on our YouTube channel.



Each WQED production reminded
us why we’re proud to live and work in 
southwestern Pennsylvania: from our vibrant and 
world-renowned art scene, the philanthropy set in motion 
by our great-grandparents, our Smithsonian-affiliated 
history center, and how our pro sports teams partner with 
local businesses to invest in our region’s youth.

WQED’s original content is available on television and radio, via live stream, 
and as video-on-demand on YouTube, our website, and WQED Passport.

We wrapped up the first season of 
Rick Sebak’s Gumbands podcast and 
kicked off a new series, Lucky to Live 
in Pittsburgh, with a delicious visit to 
Badamo’s Pizza.

PITTSBURGH
TO LIVE IN
LUCKY



In February 2024, PBS 
debuted “GOSPEL: 
Where Song and Sermon 
Meet,” a new, four-hour 
docuseries from Dr. 
Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
which celebrates music 
that has been a constant 
source of strength, 
courage, and wisdom for 
well over a century.

GOSPEL IN
OUR REGION

WQED took the opportunity to connect this program with 
Pittsburgh’s contemporary gospel music scene. Our 
“Voice of the Arts” podcast featured conversations with 
several faith and community leaders.

We created a calendar of local gospel 
concerts, encouraging neighbors to 
watch the docuseries and attend 
performances here in Pittsburgh. By 
building bridges between a national film 
and choirs in our own communities, 
WQED encouraged deeper, more 
personal engagements—fostering a 
sense of ownership and connection to 
the content, rooted in the lived 
experiences of our neighbors.
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Rev. Dr. Sheila 
Johnson-Hunt 
Baptist 
Ministers’ 
Conference

Dr. Edward 
Alan Moore
East Liberty 
Presbyterian 
Church

WQED’s “Voice of the Arts” podcast 
features insights and anecdotes 
from musicians, dancers, artists, 
actors and directors. Stream on 
WQED’s YouTube channel, or 
wherever  you get your podcasts.

Rev. Dr. 
Herbert
V.R.P. Jones 
Heritage 
Gospel
Chorale

Nikki Porter 
Eastminster 
Presbyterian 
Church

Dr. Ayisha 
Morgan-Lee
Hill Dance 
Academy 
Theatre

Rev. Deryck 
Tines
First Unitarian 
Church

Christopher 
Hahn
Pittsburgh 
Opera

Watch WQED’s 
Gospel Interviews 
from our “Voice of 
the Arts” podcast.  
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The event highlighted WQED’s role 
as a convener. The Allegheny 
County Parks Foundation, Bike 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, Pittsburgh 
Botanic Garden, Pittsburgh Major 
Taylor Cycling Club, Tree Pittsburgh, 
and Venture Outdoors were in 
attendance to share resources and 
contribute to the dialogue.

AN EVENING WITH 
BARATUNDE THURSTON

With support from the Richard King 
Mellon Foundation, WQED proudly 
hosted an evening with Baratunde 
Thurston, host of the PBS program 
“America Outdoors,” at the Phipps 
Conservatory and Botanical 
Gardens. More than 175 people 
participated.

In his remarks, Baratunde recalled 
how his family would drive up from 
Washington, DC to meet his older 
sister at the Breezewood rest stop, 
while she attended Carnegie Mellon 
University. He spent summers in 
western Pennsylvania, encountering 
wild turkeys and navigating rapids 
on the Allegheny River.

We were inspired by Baratunde’s 
passionate call to arms: urging us to 
find and create new “story bridges,” 
reminding us that we have more in 
common than headlines suggest.  
That underscores WQED’s refreshed 
mission to showcase the stories and 
voices that make our communities 
unique and to remind us why we’re 

“We need 
help seeing 

each other...”
- Baratunde

Thurston

proud to call southwestern 
Pennsylvania our home.
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Watch highlights 
from the passionate 
Q & A discussion on 
WQED’s YouTube 
channel.SCAN ME



ARTS IN THE PARK

In September, WQED’s Education team helped plan and convene Arts in the 
Park: a vibrant, community-centered event held in Washington County. This 
day-long celebration featured family-friendly activities including painting,
drawing, live music, and dancing. The event exemplified WQED’s ability to 
create immersive, accessible learning opportunities for all ages.
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More than 600 people attended the event, which featured nine live 
performances; two dozen interactive demonstrations; plus workshops 
featuring Joe Wos, host of WQED’s Cartoon Academy, teaching artists from 
our Creator Academy, and WQED Classical staff.

The success of Arts in the Park was made possible through strong
partnerships with Washington Park, Washington Outdoors, City Wide 
Corporation, and Washington Park Elementary School. Notably, WQED 
strengthened regional connections by involving Pittsburgh-based institutions 
like the Frick Museum and Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre.

By connecting the arts with learning, WQED demonstrated how creative 
expression can bring communities together. Through events like Arts in 
the Park, WQED continues to invest in the impact of its Learning 
Neighborhoods initiative, which brings schools, libraries, and families together 
to create a holistic learning experience for kids.
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HANDS-ON, MINDS-ON! 

WQED.ORG/DESIGNLIVESHERE

Design Lives Here gives fifth through eighth grade students an opportunity 
to participate in hands-on engineering activities. 2024 marked the fifteenth 
year of the wildly-popular program that aims to inspire the next generation 
of engineers. It combines WQED’s strength of creating educational bridges 
between the classroom and community, while also promoting exploration 
of careers in science, technology, engineering and math.

 ONE INSPIRING COMPETITION

THIRTY-FOUR SCHOOLS
THOUSANDS OF YOUNG INVENTORS
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During the semester-long program, teachers 
and students work on engineering projects 
with mentorship from professional engineers 
through our founding partner, the Engineers’ 
Society of Western Pennsylvania. 

Design Lives Here receives major support from 
Howmet Aerospace Foundation, PPG and PPG 
Foundation, Huntington Foundation, MSA, and 
additional support from ATI, Mastech Digital, 
Pittcon, Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh, 
ANSYS, HATCH, Gateway Engineers, and our 
founding partner: the Engineers’ Society of 
Western Pennsylvania.

The efforts culminate in a day-long competition, 
where participating students from different 
schools form teams and tackle engineering 
challenges using everyday materials.

Design a rocket 
launcher using paper, 

tape and a plastic 
bottle?
Check!

Create a roller 
coaster that can carry 

a marble on the 
track?
Check!

Build a functioning 
play car out of rubber 

bands?
Check!
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EMPOWERING STUDENTS, CHANGING LIVES

WQED.ORG/THECREATORACADEMY
Sydney Kalafut leading a film 
project at Ohio University.

The Creator Academy, formerly 
known as the Steeltown 
Entertainment Project and 
WQED Film Academy, draws on 
its partnerships with teaching 
artists and professional 
mentors to teach the 
fundamentals of digital media 
production. Each semester, 
students learn the art of 
storytelling, camera operation, 
audio, lighting, and editing. 



                 I am writing to thank the WQED Film Academy, its director, 
staff and sponsors for playing a significant role in what has helped 
save our daughter and shape her into a confident young woman. My 
daughter participated in the program for three and a half years and it 
was amazing to watch the transformative effect it had on her.

As a creative and sensitive youth, my daughter often struggled with 
severe depression and anxiety. However, the program became a 
stabilizing, nurturing, and supportive outlet for her to grow not only her 
technique as a storyteller but also her self-confidence. Shortly after 
the pandemic, our daughter fell into a depressive spiral, missing 
significant school and cutting out social activities. Your program was 
the one activity that gave her hope and motivation to stay connected to 
the world and played a significant role in her recovery. She always 
returned filled with hope, excitement, and joy after each session. When 
no one else seemed to be able to reach her, your staff provided her the 
confidence and encouragement to share her emotions through the art 
of filmmaking. 

Our daughter is thriving at Ohio University as a film major and still 
today, each shoot fulfills her with joy and a sense of accomplishment. 
She is clearly far advanced among her other freshmen classmates, 
due to your program, and is now working on the junior and senior film 
student projects. For students who might not advance their passion in 
high school classrooms and clubs, your program is filling an important 
curriculum and trade.

This letter cannot express our sincere gratitude for all that you have 
done for our daughter as well as countless other students. In addition 
to teaching an important craft, you have developed a culture and 
community that nurtures and supports creative youth in southwestern 
Pennsylvania.

Lessons learned and skills developed in 
The Creator Academy go well beyond 
digital media. Charlotte Kalafut, whose 
daughter Sydney attended the 
Academy, penned this open letter of 
recommendation that she encouraged 
us to share. 

Charlotte and Sydney Kalafut 

19



Eriko Hattori
Authentic Lives
Series on YouTube

Watch full episode 
about local 
LGBTQIA+ artists 
and their work.
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In September, more than 500 public 
media professionals came to 
Pittsburgh for the annual 
conference of the National 
Educational Telecommunications 
Association (NETA), a service 
organization that aims to strengthen 
public media's educational mission.

WQED’s partnerships with 
schools, libraries, and 
community groups have helped 
inspire similar outreach at other 
PBS member stations—as far 
away as Alaska. Educators 
exchanged case studies and 
strategies for providing essential 
resources that enhance both 
classroom learning and community 
engagement.

Speakers included the producers of 
the new PBS KIDS show Carl the 
Collector, the first childrens’ 
television series to feature main 
characters on the autism spectrum. 
A panel discussion examined how 
Fred Rogers’ pioneering
principles can apply to
new media platforms
and help address
the challenges of
today's digital age.

NETA and WQED 
were also prominently 
featured at the 2024 

Remaking Learning Assembly 
held at Point Park University. 

Assembly attendees explored the 
groundbreaking initiatives 

shaping education and 
innovation in Southwestern 

Pennsylvania.

Cathy Cook
Managing Director of Learning Neighborhoods

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL 
TELELCOMMUNICATIONS 
ASSOCIATION VISITS PITTSBURGH

NETA



 Simplifying and Strengthening Emotional Wellness in Children

With generous financial support 
from the Marcus L. Ruscitto 
Charitable Foundation, WQED 
partners with TEAMology and 
Pittsburgh Puppet Works to 
create video vignettes and 
accompanying resources that 
promote emotional wellness and 
aim to grow kids’ resilience.

WQED.ORG/TEAMOLOGY WRAPYOURWRIST.TEAMOLOGY.TEAM

WQED is also proud to 
be part of the new 
“Wrap Your Wrist and 
Make Mental Health 
Matter” campaign, 
which features a sterling 
silver bracelet inspired 
by TEAMology’s 
characters. Every 
bracelet sold provides a 
child with tailored 
mental health support.

These vibrant characters personify and expand upon the lessons Mister Rogers 
taught us, including: “You've made this day a special day, by just your being you!”

The TEAM includes: Amelia, who teaches 
acceptance; Harper, whose superpower is 
helping others; Lamar, who excels at 
leadership; Paco, who demonstrates 
positive change; Philo, an expert 
problem-solver; and Ruby, who models 
resiliency. New this year is Leo, who 
reminds us that all students learn 
differently.

With more than 
19,000 views, Episode 
303: “Big Problems vs. 
Small Problems,” has 
become popular on 

YouTube—and no wonder, 
it’s something we all 
could brush up on!

Characters ©2022 TEAMology LLC
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World of Work Marketplace
Frank Sarris Public Library
April 2024
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Tamburitzans
WQED has produced several 
programs about this uniquely 
Pittsburgh ensemble that 
celebrates international arts 
and culture.
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WQED’s Black 
Horizons is one of

the earliest and 
longest-running 

television programs 
coming out of the civil 

rights movement.

Beginning in 1968 and continuing through 
2010, WQED’s Black Horizons provided a 
platform to amplify Black culture, experience, 
and history—while also showcasing arts 
performances and interviews with luminaries 
like August Wilson and Billy Porter. In the early 
2000’s, the program inspired the development 
of documentaries that explored the experiences 
of Pittsburgh’s Black community.

PRESERVING & PROVIDING 
ACCESS TO PITTSBURGH’S

BLACK HISTORY

Public media archives provide a unique view of American life, documenting 
stories that may otherwise be lost. WQED’s Pittsburgh Black History and 
Black Horizons Preservation and Access Project is an example of how we are 
making culturally significant archives accessible for generations to come.

WQED has successfully preserved, digitized, and made accessible hundreds 
of episodes of Black Horizons and dozens of Black history documentaries.  
With support from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission, and under the leadership of 
Molly Tighe, an accomplished curator and archivist, WQED embarked on an 
archival effort to preserve our rich collection of Black history materials.

This rich content is now available for all to view 
through the Library of Congress and online at 
the American Archive of Public Broadcasting.
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We appreciate the outstanding organizations who provide 
financial support for our classical music, local storytelling, 

community and educational services.

UNDERWRITING AND 
CORPORATE SUPPORT

Achieva
Ansys
Berner International
Britbox
Butler Donut Connection
Carnegie Museum of Art
Catholic Charities 
Center For Community Resources
Chamber Music Pittsburgh
Chatham Baroque
Chautauqua Institution
Clearview Federal Credit Union
Engineers Society of Western Pennslyvania
Fred Rogers Productions
Friendship Village
Gateway Engineers
Henne Jewelers
Mastech Digitial

The Perry and BeeJee Morrison Fund  
   of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
   Pittsburgh
MSA North America
National Violins of Hope Exhibit
Nextier Bank
PA Cyber Charter School
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust
Pittsburgh Festival Opera
Pittsburgh International Airport
Pittsburgh International Folk Arts Institute
Pittsburgh Regional Transit
Pittsburgh Speaker Series
The Samuel and Judith Spanos Fund
Shadyside Presbyterian Church
Thiel College
Westmoreland Drug and Alcohol Commission
Westmoreland Museum of American Art
Williams Coulson

Gailliott Family 
Foundation

$25,000+

$5,000 - $24,999
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REVENUE SUMMARY

Source: WQED Multimedia's Audited Financial Statement
          for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024

We're proud to report diverse and balanced sources of funding that sustain our 
operations. We see room for growth in Membership and Foundation support as we 

adapt government grants from line-item appropriations to specific projects.

$1.4M

Corporate Support

9% Endowment
Draw 

4%
$0.6M

Royalties
Rentals/Other 

$1.7M
11%

Membership 

$5.8M
37%

$2.9M

Investment Income

18%

Government
Grants 

$2.9M
18%

Foundation
Support 

$0.4M
3%
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For more than 30 years, the Fleischner family has supported WQED in 
many ways, including challenge grants to inspire donations during WQED 
Classical pledge drives, and supporting our annual Writers Contest that 
encourages literacy and reading to students grade K-3 through the theme 
of writing about their future.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Inspired by her grandchildren’s love of cartoons, Leslie funded 
the production of the fourth season of WQED’s 

“Cartoon Academy with Joe Wos.”

Leslie Fleischner
Leadership Circle Donor
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Leslie’s son, Chris and his wife, Dawn, who moved back to 
Pittsburgh from Los Angeles, also understand the impact that 
WQED has in our community. Now, three generations of 
Fleischners, including grandchildren, Kay and Andrew, are 
supporters and part of the WQED family.

WQED.ORG/CARTOONACADEMY

The Emmy® award winning show takes viewers through the 
steps of drawing characters, introducing educational facts while 
creating opportunities to learn about subjects ranging from 
nature and science to social-emotional learning. 

Seeing the impact “Cartoon Academy” has on young 
learners, Leslie continues to fund production for season five 
airing  this spring.

“We 
believe in 

educational programs 
for kids, and the Cartoon 
Academy is a wonderful 

teaching tool that’s also a 
lot of fun.”

Leslie Fleischner
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THANK YOU! 
WQED gratefully acknowledges our generous leadership donors, who provide vital 

support for our classical music, PBS shows, local programs, and community services.

$100,000+
Estate of Alan L. Cazen
The Rich Strohecker Charitable  
   Betterment Fund

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (2)
The William Barati Family 
Walter Limbach Family Fund of The 
   Pittsburgh Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (2)
Leslie  Fleischner
Beatrice L. Jacobson Charitable 
   Giving Foundation
Patrick Loughney

$10,000 -$19,999
Anonymous
Carolyn and William Byham
The Cooper-Siegel Family Foundation
Lila Decker
Ronald and Sue Ann Edwards Legacy 
   Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation
Cindy Akers Gerber
Nancy Gruner
Gwen Hepler
Tom and Dona Hotopp
Estate of Shirley Ann Kokesh
Mike and Sue Lagoy
Estate of Gladys W. Schubert
Susan Silversmith
Robert and Mary Weisbrod 
   Foundation

$7,500 - $9,999
Bozzone Family Fund
The Rose Y. and J. Samuel Cox 
   Charitable Fund
The Gordon and Kate MacVean Fund  
   of The Pittsburgh Foundation
Robert and Janet Squires

$5,000 - $7,499
Anonymous (5)
Ritchie Battle
Liz Witzke-Baum and Allen Baum
Georgia Berner

Mary and Donald Block
The Maxine and William Block 
   Fund of The Pittsburgh 
   Foundation
Steven E. and Gail S. Burke 
   Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Calihan
Lisa and William Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. John Echement
The Samuel and Diana Harbison 
   Charitable Fund
Pat Hartman
W. Ellis and Joyce Hatch
George Kress
Mary Linda Kubes
John R. and Margaret S. 
   McCartan Charitable Fund of 
   The Pittsburgh Foundation
Robert and Dana McCutcheon
Tom and Becky McGough
Paul and Celine O'Neill
Sarah and Jonathan Rosenson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Simmons
Erika and Helge Wehmeier
D and M Wilson Charitable Fund

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Nancy L. Barry 
Judith Bellin
Vivian and Bill Benter
Mark and Ashley Bezilla
Barbara and Albert Biglan
Marian Block
Mr. Kenneth L. Manders and Mrs.   
   Weia F. Boelema
Kathryn and Michael Bryson
Dennis Carlin
Verna Corey, Sc.D.
Susan Campbell and Patrick Curry
Jamini Vincent Davies
Ann and Chris Donahue
Bill and Ann Flanagan
V. Wayne and Cordelia Whitten 
   Barker Fund of The Pittsburgh 
   Foundation
Christine Fulton and George   
   Fechter
Michelle Gardner
Robert C. George
Catherine and Gaylord Gillis

Rick Granati
Neil M. Resnick and Susan L. 
   Greenspan
Barbara and Henry Henninger
Burial and Yolanda Holmes
Mary Ann Dornak Hughes 
   Memorial Fund of the Community 
   Foundation of Greene County
Arlene Kendra
Arthur J. Kerr, Jr.
Barbara and Robert Libby
Dorothy Davis and David Lynch
Lori and Ralph Melton
Inez K. Miles
The Lesa B. Morrison Endowment 
   Fund of the Jewish Community 
   Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh
Gail and Steven Mosites
Dr. Mildred S. Myers
Dr. Bernadette G. Callery and Dr. 
   Joseph M. Newcomer
Cassandra Pan
Kathleen and Jim Patrinos
Joan and Robert Peirce
Raymond and Jim Luther-Pfeil
Mr. Richard E. Rauh
Karen Esch and Tor Richter
Lourdes Sanchez Ridge and Robert 
   Ridge
Rick and Kim Roadarmel
Terry and Monique Roberts
Bruce D. and Treasure Sachnoff 
   Charitable Family Foundation
Sharon and Robert Sclabassi
Gregory and Lena Scott
Cindy and David Shapira
Annette and Preston Shimer
Donald Kortlandt and Anna Singer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Spalding
Judith and Samuel Spanos
Renee Suhr
H. M. Bitner Trust
Barbara and Eric Udren
Theo and Pia van de Venne 
   Charitable Fund of The 
   Community Foundation of 
   Westmoreland County
Roslynne Wilson
Ron and Mary Ann Zdrojkowski
Arthur Ziegler, Jr.
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$1,200 to $2,499
Anonymous (6)
Jim and Electra Agras
Deborah Albert
Dr. Carol Slomski and Dr. Keith 
   Apelgren
Catherine Baty
Joan and Keith Bernard
Bill and Gail Bevan
Thomas Dubis and Mary Biagini
Botkin Family Wealth 
   Management
Robert Jennings, Jr. and 
   Barbara Bott
Ann and Don Boyd
Connie and Gary Brandenberger
P.A. Rep. Bob and Mrs. Sue 
   Brooks
David and Elizabeth Brown
Linda Brown
Ann Cahouet
Yvonne Campos
Valerie and Edward Caswell
CentiMark Corporation
W. J. Choyke
Gene Finley and Jeanne Cobetto
Jason R. Coombs
James A. Craft
Marian Crossman
Patricia Crumrine
Glenn and Christine Dagg
Walter and Patricia Damian
Giles Davidson
Lynn Dermott
Siddharth Pant and Andrea
   DiMartini
Christine Dixon-Ernst
Harvey Weissman and Louise 
   Eckman
Kevin and Donna Edwards
Linda Argote and Dennis Epple
Fleischner Family Charitable 
   Foundation
Stephen and Reanette Frobouck
Hilda Fu
Anne L. German
Alice Grasso
Patrick Gray
George and Jane Greer
Dan McGrogan and Jo Ann 
   Haller 
Mr. James Hamilton
Gail Harger

James Fleming and Elizabeth  
   Hazlett
Brian Heller
Dick and Donna Hildebrand
Dr. R. Donald Hoffman
Dr. and Mrs. Elmer Holzinger
Sara Horsman
Susan Ily
Robert and Mary Irvin
Mark Garvey and Kate Jackson
Price Jardini
Kay Jennings
Alfred Jones and Frances 
   Bridgeman Jones Memorial 
   Fund of The Pittsburgh 
   Foundation
Robert and Margaretha Kanters
Mr. and Mrs. Jayant Kapadia
Dana Kapp
Kathleen Kasper
Marie Katrancha
Rodney Gasch and Laurie Kirsch
Josh Knauer
Karen Krenitsky
Don and Becky Kretschmann
Pamela and Scott Kroh
Howard Kuhn
Karen Kutzer
Nicholas Kyriazi
Marcia Landy
Gaea Leinhardt
Debra Caplan and David 
   Levenson, M.D.
Mary Lewis
William Lipscomb
Lewis Lobdell and Kate Laffey 
   Lobdell
Drs. Mark and Eileen Lovell
Lisa Jepsen-Lozano and Miguel 
   A. Lozano
Charles Lynn
Janet Markel
L. McCausland
Tron McConnell
Ms. Darla McCormack
Mary McDonough
Robert Medvitz
Janet and George L. Miles, Jr.
Bill and Barbara Millar
Mr. and Mrs. Alan L. Miller
Barry and Jeanne Miller

Betty and Granger Morgan
Peter Moshein
Albert and Eileen Muse
Eugene N. Myers M.D
Steven Okamoto
John and Mary Okolowicz
Eileen and John Olmsted
Ellen Ormond
Bart Rack and Dee Jay Oshry
Dr. Krishnan and Dr. Padman
Dr. Lila Penchansky
Max Laun and Diana Petruska 
Rosemary Piccirilli
Rev. William and Mrs. Donna Amy 
   Podobinski
Nancy and Jim Proudfit
Martha Raak
Nancy and William Rackoff
Nellie Curran and Richard Rhoton
Ernie and Sherry Ricci
Georgiana and Robert F. Riley, Jr.
Elaine Robbins
Donald and Sylvia Robinson Family 
   Foundation
Roger Romestan
Dr. Paul M. Palevsky and Dr. Sharon 
   R. Roseman
Ryan Memorial Foundation
Joan Lasky Saba
Kathleen P. Sadler
Dr. Sergiu Sanielevici
Gene and Iva Saraceni
Roger and Vicki Schneider
Nancy Bernstein and Robert Schoen
Rebecca L. Carlin and Dr. Ralph T. 
   Shuey
Marjorie Silverman
Philip and Susan Smith
Jean Snodgrass
Linda Oliver Spohn
John Staudacher
Margaret Noether
Judith Stipanovich
Tom and Jo Ann Succop
Stuart and Mary Symonds
Jon and Carol Walton
Antonio Castracani and Caroline  
   West 
Dr. Theresa L. Nimick-Whiteside
James G. Yusko
Mr. Frank A. Zabrosky
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Zerega
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Generous support from the following funders fuel WQED’s services to 
and impact in communities throughout southwestern Pennsylvania. 

GOVERNMENT GRANTS AND 
FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Allegheny Regional Asset District

Anne L. and George H. Clapp Charitable and Educational Trust
Corporation for Public Broadcasting

Drue and H.J. Heinz II Charitable Trusts 
Grable Foundation 
Heinz Endowments 

Jewish Healthcare Foundation 
John R. McCune Charitable Trust 
National Endowment for the Arts 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Posner Foundation 
Remake Learning 

Richard King Mellon Foundation 
United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Wyncote Foundation 
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PITTSBURGH’S VERY OWN
The Media Association of Pittsburgh honored two of WQED’s leaders at its 

35th Annual Outstanding Achievement in Media Awards. 

Minette Seate
WQED Managing Director of 
Production & Programming 

Jim joined WQED in 1979, following a 
student internship. He led the team 
that began our 24-hour classical 
broadcasts, established WQEJ-FM 
(Johnstown), and expanded live 
broadcasts of the Pittsburgh Symphony, 
the River City Brass Band, and many 
other ensembles. As the longtime host 
of our morning show—once known as 
Sleepers Awake!—Jim’s is the first 
voice many Pittsburghers hear on 
weekday mornings. Fans rely on his 
encyclopedic knowledge of classical 
music and delight in his informative 
interviews with local musicians and 
distinguished visiting artists.

Minette joined WQED in 1980 
because she “wanted to make 
television.” She has done just that for 
45 years, as producer of 
award-winning programs such as 
Black Horizons, the nation’s 
longest-running (1968-2010) minority 
affairs program. She is writer-producer 
and host of Filmmaker’s Corner, 
showcasing local filmmakers, and 
often appears as a panel moderator 
at community screenings of WQED 
programs. As head of Production and 
Programming, she oversees content 
production for WQED’s digital and 
broadcast platforms.

Jim Cunningham
Classical WQED Artistic Director
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WQED is available across many platforms, 
providing easy options to watch and listen. 

wqed.org/where-to-watch

We’re more places 
than you think!
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WAYS to LISTEN

WAYS to WATCH

YOUTUBE CHANNEL

BROADCAST

Beyond our core PBS programming on channel 13, WQED has four 
other television channels available free over the air with an antenna. 
Or check your cable/satellite listings.

CREATE: Lifestyle programming with cooking, crafts, and travel
WORLD: Nonfiction, news, and documentary programming 
PBS KIDS: 24/7 childrens' television
SHOWCASE: Classic performances 

Our main and PBS KIDS channels are available to stream (with Internet 
access) on these platforms, within southwestern Pennsylvania: 

STREAMING 
SERVICES

• YouTube TV (paid) 
• Xfinity Flex (paid) 
• Xumo Stream Box 

from Xfinity (paid) 

• Amazon Prime (free) 
• DIRECTV Stream (paid) 
• Hulu + Live TV (paid)
• Local Now (free) 

Most of WQED’s original local programs premiere on YouTube: 
wqed.org/YouTube

You can also watch some of our channels, plus many on-demand videos, using the PBS 
app, which is available on a wide variety of devices:

• Fire TV and Fire Stick
• Android Smart TVs
• Samsung Smart TV

• iPhone and iPad (iOS) 
• Android smartphones 

and tablets

• VIZIO SmartCast TV
• AppleTV
• Roku



Throughout the last year, we have made significant investments
to improve our member, viewer, and listener experiences.

WE’VE HEARD YOU

In 2025, we’re filing an application seeking permission to triple the 
power of our broadcast television transmissions. WQED’s low frequency 

is notoriously difficult to tune with modern antennae and usually 
requires long “rabbit ears.” A stronger signal will help.

We upgraded our FM radio 
transmitter, ensuring more 

reliable broadcasts. The 
replacement of 20-year-old 

equipment was funded by the 
Allegheny Regional Asset 
District and has reduced 

outages and improved spotty 
coverage in outlying areas.

We improved our television 
scheduling systems to ensure that 
the right programs would 
consistently air at the right times. 
As a result, we made it nine 
months without a schedule error, 
—until our studios experienced an 
Internet outage.

We improved our member 
service procedures and 

began tracking how promptly 
we acknowledged your phone 

calls and emails.
We hired a receptionist to 
greet visitors and answer 
your phone calls. You’re likely 
to speak with Fatima if you 
call (412) 622-1300.

We installed a ‘failsafe’ 
switch to automatically 

detect program 
interruptions and prevent 

blank screens and 
static/snow.

We switched from satellite to 
fiber-optic feeds for PBS 
programming, eliminating the “rain 
fade” that often interrupted shows 
during storms.

OCT
2023

DEC
2023

JAN
2024

MAR
2024

JUN
2024

AUG
2024

For more specific advice, visit wqed.org/rescan or write us at members@wqed.org.
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A NEW ‘Q’

Our new look speaks to yesterday and today. 
It represents our core commitment of sharing stories and experiences with 

our neighbors, while also honoring the legacy and history of the nation’s first 
community supported public television station.

 This is just the beginning, and we’re thrilled 
to have you with us as we chart this course!

In the fall of 2024, we embarked on an exciting journey to rebrand WQED. 
The first steps are already in motion, with our new logo and colors.



wqed.org
4802 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

(412) 622-1300

We’ll see you around! 
Our mailbox is always open. 

We’d love to know what’s on your mind. 
Drop us a note: hello@wqed.org

Copyright ©2025 WQED Multimedia


