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SOUL CIRCUS COWBOYS COME HOME
TO BRANDON FOR CHARITY FESTIVAL

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRANSPORTATION TEAM SWEEPS TOP
HONORS AT STATE SAFETY ROADEO

Staff Report

lence reflects the
high standards we
set for serving stu-
dents every day.”

All three winners
will go on to rep-
resent the State of
Florida at the Inter-
. national School Bus
- Safety Roadeo this
__ summer in Austin,
Texas, competing
against top drivers
from across the na-
tion.

Interested in join-
ing the HCPS Trans-
= portation Team?
& Visit  www.hillsbor-
=1 oughschools.org.

Hillsborough
County Public &
Schools (HCPS) is &
celebrating a stand-
out performance by
its Transportation ““*
Department after sl
hosting and com-
peting in the State =~
School Bus Safety
Roadeo, organized
by the Florida As-
sociation of Pu-

pil  Transportation ' o

(FAPT). The top finishers include: Juan Maldonado, first
HCPS welcomed Place Area 1. Cassandra Varnes, second place, Area

transportation GR()myTa]u thlrdplaceArea?

teams from Sarasota, &
Manatee and Gads-
den counties for the 4

statewide event, which = Juan  Maldonado
tests school bus oper- | * and Cassandra Var-
ators on driving skills | B nes serve magnet
via a challenging ob- g schools.

stacle course, safety Juan  Maldonado

serves the HDA mag-
net ramp, Jefferson
: High School, Tampa
= Heights Elementary

Rorﬁy Tajﬁ sers chiﬁidt Element.ar)-/,. | \I\//IV?)?)I;EtI ngCeh(I)Ecl)émaennd

Brandon High, Jennings Middle, Tampa Bay
Technical High and Mann Middle Schools. tary School.
. ! mwsagny  Cassandra  Var-

nes serves the 40th
Street magnet ramp,
% Young Middle Mag-
net School and Lock-
hart Elementary
Magnet School.
Romy Taju serves
- Schmidt Elementa-
~ry School, Brandon
- High School, Jen-
- nings Middle School,
. Tampa Bay Techni-
~ cal High School and

knowledge and pre- |
cision. HCPS rose to
the top, earning first,
second and third place ©
overall. :

The top finishers in-
clude:

* Juan Maldonado,
first place, Area 1.

» Cassandra Varnes,
second place, Area 5.

* Romy Taju, third |
place, Area 7.

"These three profes-
sionals don't just rep-
resent HCPS on the
leaderboard — they &
represent the heart of %
our Transportation De-
partment,” said Super- |
intendent Van Ayres. *™

a Vames serves the 40t

Cassa

"Their dgdication to  nagnetramp, Young Middle Magnetand ~ Mann Middle School.
safety, skill and excel- Lockhart Elementary Magnet Schools.
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g % John and Annie King. Early pioneer family for whom Kings Avenue is named. The
O« > county made the name plural ‘kings”in error. See full story on Page

Before the Bill- =
board-charting |
albums, national
tours and col-
laborations with
Grammy-win-
ning songwriters g8
and platinum-re-
cord producers,
Billy McKnight
was playing
quarterback and
middle line-

Broncos while attending &
Nativity Catholic School |
in East Hillsborough F&
County.

Years later, the Soul 4
Circus Cowboys front- |
man became a familiar &
face at Nativity Novem-
berfest, where the band
regularly drew large
hometown crowds and
helped create what McKnight once de-
scribed as a “complete Brandon reunion.”

Now, McKnight is bringing that same
spirit to the upcoming Chris Rocks the
Vote Music Festival benefiting Forgotten
Angels and ECHO.

The festival is scheduled for Saturday,
June 27, at the Forgotten Angels ranch,
located at 3604 Little Stearns Rd. in Valri-
co, as part of Chris Ciulla's honorary mayor
campaign supporting the two nonprofits.
The honorary mayor race is a community
fundraising competition where donations
and ticket purchases count as votes sup-
porting local charities.

Forgotten Angels supports young adults
aging out of foster care, while ECHO as-
sists local families and individuals facing
financial hardship throughout the Brandon
area.

"We couldn't be more grateful for hav-
ing the Soul Circus Cowboys supporting
Forgotten Angels and the kids we work
with,” said Cindy Tilley, founder of Forgot-
ten Angels. "The funds they are helping us
raise will help save the lives of youth in our
community.”

Forgotten Angels and ECHO work
closely together to support local individ-
uals and families facing difficult situations

By Brian Bokor
throughout  the
community.

The event will
feature live mu-
sic, food trucks
and family ac-
tivities, including
performances by
Wade Williams,
Sidney O'Sul-
! livan, Clay Bo,
Sons of the
South and Soul
Circus Cowboys.

Despite years of
= touring and record-
ing, McKnight said his
'\ 'W connection to Bran-

. don and Valrico has
@ remained  constant
throughout his career,

Inside Morrisound Recording Studio: Frank especially his long-
J. Myers, Rick Morgan, Billy McKnight,and ~ time relationship with
Jim Morris during a recent recording session  Raccoons Bar & Grill,
in Tampa.

where he performed
even before moving to Nashville, Tennes-
see, in the 1990s.

“Three times a year, I always go back
to where I came from,” McKnight said. "I
play there Thanksgiving Eve, once in the
spring and again near the end of the year.”

McKnight said football was originally his
main focus growing up in Brandon before
eventually turning his attention toward
music after his athletic plans changed.

Soon afterward, he auditioned for a
friend's band.

“His band wound up going with me and
we got on Star Search,” McKnight said.

That early exposure helped lead McK-
night to Nashville in 1994, where he spent
nearly a decade learning the music busi-
ness.

"Nashville was like a college to me”
McKnight said.

Continued on Page 7
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Happy House Specials!

MON-FRI, 11A-7P

$5 WELL DRINKS
$2 OFF ALL DRAFT BEER

TUESDAY, 7-11P

FLATBREAD FRENZY
$12 FLATBREADS

WEDNESDAY, ALL DAY

WINE DOWN!
1/2 OFF BOTTLES OF WINE

FRIDAY, 9P-MIDNIGHT

$10 SPRITZ SPECIALS

SAT & SUN, 11A-3P

BOOZY BRUNCH
$5 MIMOSAS W/ PURCHASE
OF ENTREE OR
$25 BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS
FOR 90 MINUTES

StrandHillPublic.com
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LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

Valrico, F

FREE Exam & X-Rays
PLUS $250 Credit Toward Treatment

Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket
expense your insurance does not cover for the exam
and X-rays.

*With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 7/31/2026

Hills Parkway
. 2RE06
23200 ®
al.com
$99 New Patient Package

(Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)
PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit

Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.

With this coupon. Mot valid with use of our wellness plan or prior
services. Expires 7/31/2026

Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

« GEHA
« Delta Dental

» MetLife
e Guardian

* Principal
* Premier

« Connection Dental
* Blue Cross Blue Shield

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, c-ancel_: payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

» Assurant PPO
« Cigna

» Aetna
« Ameritas

8135.438.5960
NEEDREED.COM

101 E. Lumsden Road
Brandon, FL 33511

LIKE

Having a Lawyer in the %

FAMILY

Proud Supporters
of ECHO
*Board of Directors

Personal Injury Cases

FREE CONSULTATIONS
Auto Accidents * Slip and Fall
Boating Accidents * Dog Bites
Wrongful Death * Motorcycles
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FAMILY DISPLACED BY HURRICANE MILTON
RECEIVES NEW STORM-RESISTANT HOME

Staff Report

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

CHAMBER CELEBRATES GRAND
OPENING OF NEW WHATABURGER
LOCATION IN BRANDON

Page 3

After being dlsplaced by Hurricane Mllton

a Hillsborough County family has received
the keys to a brand-new, storm-resistant
Habitat for Humanity home, supported by
funding from Verizon. This is the first home
to be dedicated in the Windhorst Commons
community, offering a powerful new begin-
ning after the family lost nearly everything.

Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hills-
borough and leaders from Verizon celebrat-
ed the home dedication for Michelle Range, a
club director for Boys & Girls Clubs of Tam-
pa Bay. Severe flooding forced her and her
two sons — Eric, 24, who has special needs,
and Ah'Jeir, 18 — to leave their Plant City
home.

"This home represents stability, safety,
and a fresh start for Michelle and her fam-
ily after an incredibly difficult chapter,”
said Richard Rogers, chief development of-
ficer of Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay
Hillsborough. "We are grateful for partners
like Verizon who help us build homes, resil-
ience and hope for families in our commu-
nity.”

The day began with Verizon volunteers
landscaping the property, followed by a
home dedication ceremony where Michelle
Range received the keys to her new home,
along with a quilt presentation and the fam-
ily's first walkthrough of the finished home.

“Last year, here in Tampa,

I launch event last July. Today

is truly a full-circle moment
as we welcome her family to a new home.
We're proud to partner with Habitat for Hu-
manity to support families like the Ranges
with durable housing built to withstand fu-
ture storms.”

Through its comprehensive Community
Disaster Resilience Initiative, Verizon pro-
vides preparedness resources and tools, en-
ables access to innovative technologies and
partners with like-minded organizations,
such as Habitat for Humanity, to keep com-
munities safe when the next storm hits.

Like all Habitat homeowners, Michelle
Range is a partner in the process, complet-
ing ‘sweat equity’ hours by building homes
alongside volunteers and purchasing her
home with an affordable mortgage that fits
her family's budget.

"God is good, and together we are building
my family's legacy one brick at a time,” said
Michelle Range. "I'm thankful to Habitat for
being such a blessing to my family and so
many others, and to Verizon for investing in
families like mine.”

Windhorst Commons is a 23-home Habi-
tat for Humanity of Tampa Bay Hillsborough
community designed to meet the growing
need for affordable, disaster-resilient hous-
ing. The remaining homes are expected to be
completed by early 2027,

iconic restaurant Rep; esentatives from the Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce joined community leaders, chamber
ambassaclors and the Whataburger team to celebrate
the grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony for
Whataburger in Brandon.

to the Brandon
community.

The event
brought togeth-
er chamber mem-
bers, community
leaders, and local
residents for a
morning of cele-
bration, network-
ing and support
for one of the Se=
newest additions ‘@
to the area’s
growing busi-
ness community.
Guests  enjoyed
refreshments and §
the opportunity §
to connect while
officially welcom-
ing Whataburger to Brandon.

Founded in 1950, Whataburger is wide-
ly recognized for its made-to-order burg-
ers, signature orange-and-white branding
and commitment to quality and customer
service. The new Brandon location of-
fers fan-favorite menu items, such as the
honey butter chicken biscuit and spicy
ketchup, continuing the brand's tradition
of bold flavors and fresh ingredients that

we launched our new Com- . S
munity Disaster Resilience The Brandon . have earned a loyal
Initiative to help communities [ Riverview Cham- following  nation-
prepare for, respond to and | ber of Commerce wide.
recover from natural disas- (BRCC)  proudly | "This grand
ters,” said Donna Epps, Veri- | celebrated  the N opening represents
| zon chief responsible business grand  opening § more than just a
' officer. "We were moved by and  ribbon-cut- new restaurant
the Range family's experience, ting  ceremony — it's a meaning-
leading us to include her fam- for Whataburger, | ful investment in
ily's tragic story of loss in our welcoming  the our  community,”

said Amber Aar-
on, chamber presi-
dent. "Whataburg-
er brings new job
opportunities,
supports our local
B economy, and pro-

i vides a welcoming
space for residents
to gather and con-
nect.”

During the cer-
emony, Aaron
- offered remarks
~ welcoming the
business to the
community and
congratulating the
~ Whataburger team

a' on their successful
opening. Following
the ribbon cutting,
BRCC Ambassador Melissa Canfield read
a special proclamation officially declaring
the day as ‘Whataburger Day,” adding to
the excitement and celebration of the oc-
casion.

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce is proud to support the contin-
ued growth of local businesses and looks
forward to the positive impact Wha-
taburger will bring to the community.

BREWING

300

COMPANY

813-315-8664

MONDAY

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close

12-10PM WED-MON

WEDN

Trivia Wednesday

ESDAY

s Every Week From

7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Live Music Every Friday & Saturday

Featuring Local Artist

s From 6:30PM-Close

CATERING

SERVICES

Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties
Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

WEEKLY FOOD | PRIVATE TEACHER
SPECIALS FROM| EVENTS HAPPY HOUR
OURSCRATCH |NOCOVER | FRIDAYS 3- .,
KITCHEN CHARGE 6PM g C¢
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3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL
WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM

7t BRAN

ALZHEIMER'S
ASSOCIATION

Assisted Living Facility
#AL License #PENDING

Third Zoom Meeting ID: Fourth
Tuesday e Wednesday
of Every Month Passcode: of Every Month
at 6:30 pm 459148 at 2:00 pm
Meeting in Join by phone: Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom 833.928.1608 Person & Via Zoom
DID YOU KNOW?
Dementia can affect

/i 0N W\
81 3-607- 6880
Come a little early for refreshments!
AmbianceBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

4’ 5 .
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

wm&n@w%ﬁm =
Hybrid Dementia and Alzheimer’s Support Grouns
for Gare Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

anyone and it does
not discriminate.
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ROUGH RIDERS BRING HISTORY TO LIFE
AT THE NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM EVENT

By Kelly Wise Valdes
The Tampa ist U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment — Rough Riders, DOOI’S Open
Rough Riders at 5 pm, and

visitors will be
guided through
the  museum

will bring history
to life on Friday,
June 5, during

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

Volume 21, Issue 5

HCA FLORIDA BRANDON CELEBRATES
NICU GRADUATION OF BABY PHILLIP
BORN AT 23 WEEKS

Nicht Rﬂug]j Rid_crs
wme MUISEUIM
its Night at the TR RE  | et 5 —

Rough Riders Museum, a community event
blending education, live performance and a
touch of Hollywood.

The 1st US. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment
- Rough Riders Inc. was formed for the pur-
pose of creating and perpetuating a living
memorial to the unique accomplishment
of President Theodore Roosevelt and the
members of the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry
Regiment known as ‘the Rough Riders.' The
Tampa Rough Riders are a Florida nonprofit
corporation and a Federal 501(c)(3) charity.
Since 1978 the Regiment has contributed
hundreds of thousands of dollars both finan-
cially and in volunteer hours. Whether pro-
viding material goods or manpower, Rough
Riders live to get up close and personal with
the community where they live and work.

Billy Hogan, volunteer curator for the
Rough Riders Museum and lead organizer
for the event, said it's an evening you won't
want to miss.

"The Rough Riders' Teddy Roosevelt Mu-
seum is a series of 10 exhibits chronologi-
cally arranged in our hall,” said Hogan. "We
will have docents in period attire at the ex-
hibits explaining from the Ten Years' War
in Cuba (1868-78) through the end of the
Spanish-American War and about our pres-
ent-day organization.”

This year marks the second time the
Rough Riders have hosted the event.

"We accomplished this for the first time
in June 2022 in what we then called Histo-
ry Week, the period of time in June corre-
sponding to when the original Rough Riders
were in Tampa in 1898,” Hogan said.

before entering
a food and beverage area. Hogan said the
evening's most distinctive feature will be his-
torical reenactors.

“The most unique part of this event will
be actors impersonating Teddy and Edith
Roosevelt,” said Hogan. "They will conduct
their performance about 6:20 p.m., and they
will be followed by book author Mark Bar-
ry. At 7 p.m., we will play the movie Night
at the Museum with Ben Stiller and Robin
Williams. The Roosevelt actors are making
their first appearance at one of our events,
and we are excited to hear their recreations
of Teddy and Edith.”

Organizers hope to draw at least 150 at-
tendees. The entry fee for the event is $5 or
a new teddy bear — 12 inches or larger.

Hogan emphasized the Rough Riders'
long-standing charitable mission.

"Each year the Rough Riders collect, sort
and store thousands of teddy bears for our
teddy bear program,” he said, noting that
the organization donates bears to hospitals,
nursing homes, foster programs and other
community partners. "We also donate about
$50,000 annually through scholarships and
other donations to nonprofit causes.”

The Teddy Roosevelt Museum was recent-
ly named a Blue Star Museum — one of five
in Tampa — and offers free admission to
active-duty military families. The 2026 pro-
gram runs through Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 7.

The Rough Riders Night at the Museum
event runs from 5-10 p.m. at 601 N. 19th St.
in Tampa. For more information and regis-
tration, visit www.tamparoughriders.org.

LIFE-SAVING

WHEN MINUTES MATTER

Staff Report

HCA Florida n"ijt- e 4 Brandon Hospi-
Brandon  Hospital | | 4 { tal is equipped
proudly celebrates to care for pre-
the neonatal in- = & ¥ . mature and
tensive care unit critically ill new-
(NICU) graduation borns  requiring
of Phillip Brown, a complex medical
baby born at just attention. Now,
23 weeks gestation */ Phillip is one of
who has overcome the first micro-
extraordinary odds preemies (born

after spending 196 days in the
hospital's Level I1I NICU.

Born on October 16, 2025, .
Phillip weighed just 630
grams (1 Ib., 6.2 0z.) at birth. :
After more than six months of Jtal
specialized, around-the-clock
care, he is now heading home A
with his family weighing 6,245 grams (13
Ibs., 12 0z.), marking a significant milestone
in his journey.

Phillip's mother, Michelle Brown said, “To-
day, I'm feeling really emotional. Six months
ago, I prayed for this day every day, and it's
finally here. I'm excited he's coming home,
but I'm very teary-eyed because of every-
thing we have been through, from him being
born at six months to having to have two
procedures and how he's been progressing. I
honestly can't thank the NICU team enough.
Not only did they save my son, but they also
treated me with love and care and made
sure I knew my son was stronger than I
could ever imagine. They all love him so very
much.”

Phillip's care journey included advanced
respiratory support, nutritional manage-
ment and more delivered by a multidisci-
plinary team dedicated to the most fragile
patients. As a Level III NICU, HCA Florida

day’s date: 5

extremely premature) to go
.. home without any need for
. additional oxygen support.

= Dr. Kiran Dwarakanath,

NICU medical director at HCA
% Florida Brandon Hospital,
@ praised both Phillip's resilience
and the team's commitment.
"Phillip's journey is a powerful example of
what is possible with advanced neonatal
care, early intervention and an unwavering
team approach. Babies born this early face
significant challenges, but Phillip showed
incredible strength every step of the way.
We are honored to have been part of his
care and to support families like Michelle's
through such critical moments.”

NICU graduation marks a significant tran-
sition for families, symbolizing not only med-
ical progress but also hope, perseverance
and partnership between caregivers and
loved ones.

Phillip wore a graduation cap and gown,
and hospital staff lined the halls, cheering
him on as he took his final lap around the
NICU on his journey home. His story stands
as a testament to the lifesaving capabilities
of modern neonatal care and the dedication
of the clinicians at HCA Florida Brandon
Hospital.

A stroke can happen fast and
without warning. By recognizing
the signs and symptoms,

you can B.E. F.A.ST. and

take action to help save a

life. At AdventHealth Tampa,

Know the Signs and Where
to Go in Hillsborough County

our experienced team is here to provide
comprehensive care for the best possible

outcome in a medical emergency.

B.E. F.A.S.T. and Save Lives

Balance Difficulty Face Drooping

Eyesight Changes Arm Weakness

Speech Difficulty
Time to Call 911

Find a stroke expert today.
FloridaStrokeExperts.com

%
AdventHealth

Tampa
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WHERE THRIFTY SHOPPERS GO TO SAVE!

813-315-8210 | THRIFTYDEPOT.COM

Bloomingdale Florist
g 3 _“Quallty At Its Best”

Fresh Floral Arrangements
Funerals ¢ Green Plants
Balloons, Candy & Plush Animals
Custom Silk Arrangements
We Deliver Locally & Worldwide

Locally Owned & Operated

(813) 654-7304

bloomingdaleﬂorlst .com
827 E. Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon, FL 33511

Telefloral Frp
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HOW PIONEER FAMILIES GAVE
LOCAL ROADS THEIR NAMES

Submitted By Preserving Brandon

Photo Courtesy Of The Falkenburg Family

Circa 1890: Falkenburg family and homestead, located near present day Falkenburg and Woodberry Rd
(another early pioneer family roadway namesake). The house was torn down in the late 1960s. The county
misspelled Falkenburg as well, using “‘Faulkenburg” for decades, until it was finally corrected.

Before Brandon became one of eastern
Hillsborough County's busiest suburbs,
it was a quieter place of pine flatwoods,
cattle trails, citrus groves, and scattered
homesteads. Yet even as the landscape
changed, some of the area’s most familiar
road names held on, carrying forward the
memory of the families who helped settle
this corner of Florida.

Among the most important were John
and Victoria Brandon. John arrived in the
New Hope area in the 1850s, and after his
death, Victoria helped guide the town's ear-
ly development. When the railroad came
through in 1890, the Brandon name be-
came more than a family name; it became
the identity of a growing community. Victo-
ria Street marks the north boundary of the
original Brandon townsite.

The Falkenburg family farmed land along
what became Falkenburg Road, a route that
once crossed open country instead of com-
muter traffic. Over time, the road changed
with Brandon's growth, but its name still
points back to the area’s agricultural roots
and the people who worked the land long

before modern development arrived.

The Gornto name became attached to
both a lake and a road, linking one family
to the shape of the local map. Even now,
Gornto Lake Road carries a faint echo of an
earlier Brandon, when water, farmland, and
family holdings helped define everyday life.

The Brandon, Falkenburg, and Gornto
names were not the only ones to endure.
Families such as the Parsons, Lumsdens,
Pearsons, Brookers, and Kings also helped
shape the area, leaving behind names that
still surface in local geography and commu-
nity memory.

Today, it is easy to pass those road signs
without a second thought. But taken to-
gether, they still tell a quiet story about the
families who cleared land, built homes, and
gave the community its earliest shape.

Do you know a story about one of Bran-
don's roads or the families behind its name?
We'd love to hear it and help keep Bran-
don'’s history alive.

Preserving Brandon - Honoring Our Past,
Inspiring Our Future. Contact us preserv-
ingbrandon@gmail.com

Dr. Ashley Carlson
Acupuncture Physician
Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:

Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy
Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult

Conditions Treated:

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches
Migraines | IBS | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More!

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You're just a poke away from halanced health!
813.535.0693 | FloatingSpringsacu.com

500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

Serving food all day. Menu-inspired. Crafted daily.

40 plus rotating craft brews on draft.

Like us on Facebook for updated specials and draft beer offerings.
Open 7 days a week @ 12pm

827 W Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon
813.655.4786

www.thesteinandvine.com

A wine-centric bar located in the heart of Brandon, FL.
Come enjoy a glass or bottle of wine with friends, neighbors
and family. Beautiful boards of cheese + charcuterie, along

with small plates will enhance your time at the bin +board.

807 W Bloomingdale Ave, Brandon
813.438.5252

www.binandboard.com
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WELLNESS WARRIORS HELP ENHANCE
LIVES THROUGH HOLISTIC PRACTICES

Shirley Sullivan,
Lisa Kennedy and
Shari Leiterman
are known as the &I
Wellness ~ War-
riors to the Bran- |
don community.

“Shari and 1
first met while
she was working
at a local cafe,
and T was im-
mediately drawn
to her
brational energy
and warm spir-
it,” Kennedy said. “"When
she asked if we could be
friends, I didn't hesitate
to say yes. Our connection
grew naturally through
our shared passion for
wellness, spirituality and
community.”

At that time, Kennedy
had recently graduated from yoga teach-
er training and was beginning to step into
teaching.

“Shari started attending the new moon
goddess circles and full moon gatherings I
was hosting in my home, and she became
incredibly supportive of my journey,” Kenne-
dy said. "She connected me with the owner
of the local health food store and cafe, who
graciously allowed me to begin offering
yoga classes there. Shari also helped spread
the word to everyone she knew. I still re-
member teaching my very first class in that
space. It was such a meaningful moment
because it gave me the confidence to con-
tinue teaching and eventually expand into
other locations and wellness offerings.”

Leiterman introduced Kennedy to Sulli-

powered by

qcH

high-vi- Shirley Sullivan, Lisa Kennedy and Shari Leiterman holistic
are known as the Wellness Warriors.

ness
riors

By Libby Hopkins

. van, who happened
to be a neighbor.

’ The three women

. joined together to

form the Wellness

Warriors.

"The  Wellness
Warriors was cre-
@ ated as a commu-
g nity-centered well-
g ness group focused
on bringing people

together  through
healing,
education,  mind-

fulness, movement,
spirituality and connection,”
Kennedy said. "We recog-
nized that many people were
searching for authentic com-
munity and meaningful ways
to support their well-be-
ing beyond traditional ap-
proaches.”

What began as small
gatherings and wellness discussions gradu-
ally expanded into workshops, circles, heal-
ing events, educational presentations and
community collaborations.

The Wellness Warriors' activities include
sound healing, meditation experiences, full
moon and new moon circles, yoga, drum-
ming circles and educational wellness
workshops, to name a few.

"We welcome anyone who feels called to
explore wellness, healing, mindfulness, spir-
ituality or simply meaningful human con-
nection,” Kennedy said.

Visit www.facebook.com/share/1febeh-
dgpd/ or call 813-946-6164. The Wellness
Warriors meet at Divine Harmony LLC - Ho-
listic Wellness, located at 1218 Millennium
Parkway in Brandon.

SENIOR CENTER

greenbrook medical
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TWIN BROTHERS, STUDENT LEADER
HIGHLIGHT HILLSBOROUGH
COLLEGE GRADUATION CEREMONY

Staff Report

Hillsborough  College [
celebrated the achieve-
ments of its Class of 2026
during commencement
ceremonies held May 1
at the Florida State Fair-
grounds Expo Hall, recog-
nizing graduates whose
stories reflected perse-
verance, leadership and
academic excellence.

Among the standout
graduates were twin |©
brothers Nathahn and &
Noah Jorden of the South-
Shore area, who complet-
ed the Collegiate Acade-

Twin brothers Nathahn and Noah
Jorden, along with student leader his
Christopher Harris (below), were recog-

pose and community
through the student
government associa-
. tion.

As he became
more involved on
campus, Harris devel-
oped leadership skills
and confidence that
eventually led him
to serve as Student
Government  Asso-
ciation president at
the Brandon campus.
College leaders said
transformation
stood as a testament

my program at Lennard nized during HilleOI'OMgl’l College's Class to the |mpact Of men-

High School with identical
70 GPAs. The brothers
will both continue their
education at University of
South Florida and share
the same long-term goal
of becoming pediatric
nurse practitioners.
College officials high-
lighted the Jordens as
an example of dedication
and determination, not-
ing the brothers balanced
rigorous dual-enrollment
coursework while prepar-

ing for their future health-
care careers.
Another graduate

recognized during commencement was
Christopher Harris, whose college journey
reflected significant personal growth and
resilience. Harris arrived at college uncer-
tain about his direction, but found pur-

0f 2026 commencement ceremony on
May 1 at the Florida State Fairgrounds
Expo Hall in Tampa.

torship, involvement
and perseverance.

"Once told he
wouldn't achieve
anything meaningful,
Christopher is gradu-
ating as a leader and
someone he is proud
to have become,”
the college shared in
highlighting his ac-
complishments.

The  commence-
ment ceremony cel-
ebrated hundreds of
graduates entering
careers, universities
and service opportu-
nities across the region and beyond.

For more information about Hillsborough
College, academic programs or enrollment
opportunities, call 813-555-2026 or visit
the college online.

LOOKING FO
A BETTER PCP?

Dr. Berdasco and Dr. Shafiq
are here for you, and always

accepting new patients.

Call (813) 725-1904 to Become a Patient!

Dr. Aida Berdasco

TGH Senior Center of Brandon

“Dr. Berdasco and the entire staff
provide a warm, professional
atmosphere and are genuinely
concerned about your health and
well-being. It is always a positive
experience for me when | have an
appointment!” — Beverley W.

Dr. Leila Shafiq

TGH Senior Center of Riverview

“Dr. Shafiq has been great. She
spends extra time answering
my questions and is the first
doctor to convince me to take
some necessary medications.
VERY Pleased.” — Mark C.

Rated 4.9 Stars on Google
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PLANT CITY CHORALE PRESENTS

SOUL CIRCUS COWBOYS CON'T FROM PAGE 1

After  returning [ §)E R

home to Florida, l\-"lavor Jl‘ /

McKnight formed |[R—cEcAN. R
Soul Circus Cow-
boys in 2009.

The band has
since become one
of the region's
most recognizable
country rock acts,
sharing stages with
nationally  known
artists,  including
Big & Rich.

Their 2016 al-
bum, Tailgate Coun-
try, reached No. 25
on Billboard's Top
Country  Albums
chart. :

Soul Circus Cow-
boys also gained
regional attention
during the Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ 2020-
21 Super Bowl season after releasing the
fight song “"We're Going to Buc You Up.”

Along the way, McKnight built relation-
ships with respected music industry vet-
erans, including Grammy-winning song-
writer Frank J. Myers, who won the 1995
Grammy Award for Best Country Song for
co-writing the hit "I Swear.”

McKnight said Myers first took interest
in him after hearing him perform the song
"High and Low.”

"He heard me sing 'High and Low" and
said, 'We want to meet him,” McKnight
recalled. "Then we met, and he said, 'OK,
we're going to develop you.”

"If you want to be the best, you've got
to work with the best,” McKnight said.

That philosophy eventually led to collab-
orations with additional respected music
industry names, including Jim Morris of
Morrisound Recording, the internationally

i p® SLIVE
© o @ IUSICACTS

CHRIS

|« THE VOTE

MUSIC. COMMUNITY. CHANGE.

By Brian Bokor

recognized Tam-
pa recording
studio associat-
ed with multiple
platinum-certi-
fied records.
The band re-
cently released

*

R I
PRESENTED BY CHRIS FOR MAYOR

SATURDAY,

‘& JUNE 27T its newest sin-
2O 11am-7eM gle, “"Something
CHETT AT Stronger,”  and

ALR G did a May 18

FERTURING music video

“* WADE WILLIAMS
# SIDNEY O'SULLIVAN
* CLAY BO

premiere on the
American Coun-

* SONS OF THE SOUTH try Network
O e (ACN).

el your energy... Despite  the

HE MONTH IN STYLE!

— e W success, McK-

night said giving
back locally still
comes first.

"Let's make
this a Brandon reunion,” McKnight said.
"Come out and do some good for our
neighborhood like we always do. When a
Brandonite goes down, or one of our bik-
ers goes down, we get together and put
things like this event together to help out.

"Quote me — it's something I've said
for years: Come on out and let's help other
people out. This is more than just a con-
cert for us.”

Tickets for the June 27 festival are
scheduled to go on sale on Monday, May
25, with general admission tickets priced
at $25 and VIP tickets available for $50.

For event details, follow the Chris
for Mayor 2026 Facebook page www.
facebook.com/chrisformayor2026.  Vis-
it https://linktr.ee/chrisformayor to find
ticket information and purchase.

Questions can also be directed to For-
gotten Angels at ctilley@forgottenangels-
florida.org or by calling 813-812-0120.

Strong. Timeless.
Unforgettable.

Open Tuesday - Friday

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!
But we’ll give you more in trade!

Free
Estimates!

10 - 6 * Saturday 10 - 4

Page 7

'‘AMERICA AT 250: THE ONGOING STORY’

The Plant City Commu- i
nity Chorale invites the
community to a powerful
and  thought-provoking
choral concert, '‘America
at 250: The Ongoing Sto-
ry," to be held on Sunday,
June 7, at 5 p.m. at St.
Clement Catholic Church,
located at 1104 N. Alex-
ander St. in Plant City.

This compelling pro-
gram reflects on the
American  journey—its

founding ideals, struggles
for justice, and continued
evolution. Audiences will
hear stirring patriotic
selections, such as "The
Star-Spangled  Banner,”
"Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” and the beloved
"Armed Forces Medley,”
alongside songs that give
voice to social change
and resilience including

"Bread and Roses” and
"The Times They Are
A-Changin.”

The concert also high-

AMERICA
“ 250

ST. CLEMENT CATHOLIC CHURCH
1104 N ALEXANDER ST+ PLANT CITY, FL
TICRETS 525
AGED 12 AND UNDER ARE FREE
* ok ok A ok ok ok ok Kk Kk
COLEMAMN FLENTGE, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
ROB NICHOLSOM, ACCOMPANIST

Staff Report

Tk ok K Wk ok KOk

THE ONGOING STORY

PRESENTED BY

AND DLANT CITY

COMMUNITY
CHORALE

Members of the Plant City Community Chorale rehearse selec-
tions for America At 250: The Ongoing Story,” a patriotic and re-
flective concert exploring America’s history, struggles and evolving

lights historical and folk identity through music. The performance will take place Sunday,

traditions with works like
"Chester” and "The Erie
Canal,” as well as contemporary and re-
flective pieces, such as “"Hymn for Amer-
ica” and "Why Have the Fallen Gone?"
Under the direction of Coleman Flent-
ge, the Plant City Community Chorale
brings these diverse works together into
a cohesive musical narrative that honors
the past while looking toward the future.
Tickets are $25 (cash, debit and cred-
it cards accepted) and are available at

NAVIGATOOR
ACADEMY.
K-8TH TUITION

FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
e6-27

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.AR.T. Curriculum

Before/After Care

Science and Engineering

June 7, at St. Clement Catholic Church in Plant City.

www.pccchorale.org,  www.facebook.
com/pccommunitychorale, from any
chorale member or by texting 727-424-
9661. Tickets are $20 when purchased
from a chorale member in advance. Tick-
ets may also be purchased at the door
the night of the concert. Children 12 and
younger are free.

The June 7 performance is sponsored
by Grow Into You Foundation and Jona-
than Pittman, financial advisor.

FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)

Ropa Vieja (2 Ibs)

Lechon Asado (2 Ibs)

Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

ezljUber
cater | =

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

>t D 6
{8 1=] otiekiaom GRUBHUB noonmsn—c
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LIVINGSTONE ACADEMY TRANSFORMS

HIGH 5 INC. REOPENS OLYMPIC-SIZE
POOL, EXPANDING AQUATICS

OPPORTUNITIES IN BRANDON

> s

High 5 Inc., a community-based non-
profit in Brandon, has officially reopened
its rehabilitated 50-meter pool, restoring
a key asset for competitive swimmers,
families and aquatic programming across
the area. The Olympic-size facility is once
again positioned to support training at the
highest levels while also serving as a hub
for local instruction and recreation.

The 10-lane, 50-meter pool is part of a
broader aquatics complex that includes
a 25-yard, temperature-controlled pool,
a diving well with 1-meter and 3-meter
boards and a dedicated lesson area for
shallow water instruction. The outdoor
setup ensures consistent air quality, while
heated water allows for year-round use.

High 5 Inc.s aquatics programming
is anchored by its Blue Wave Swimming
and Diving program, which utilizes the full
scope of the facility for both competitive
and developmental training. The organiza-
tion also offers swim lessons for all ages,
adult fitness swimming and specialized
programming designed to build water
safety skills. The facility also supports
year-round conditioning programs for
youth athletes preparing for regional and
national-level competition events. Coach-

The newly reopened 50-meter Olympic-size pool at High 5 Inc. provides
space for competitive training, swim instruction and aquatic programs.

By Olivia Clark

es emphasize tech-
nique, endurance and
safety in all training
sessions.

The reopening
comes at a time
8 when water safety
remains a critical
: issue for families.

e High 5 Inc. will host
the World's Largest
Swimming  Lesson
on Thursday, June
25, from 10 a.m.-12 Noon. The free event
is open to children ages 3 and older and
aims to raise awareness about drowning
prevention through hands-on instruction
and community engagement.

As a nonprofit, High 5 Inc. focuses on
impacting lives through educational and
athletic programming that supports phys-
ical, mental and social well-being. Beyond
aquatics, the 12-acre campus offers tennis
courts, pickleball, youth camps and open
recreational spaces, making it a central
gathering place for families throughout
the Greater Tampa area.

Facility rentals are also available for
events, such as birthday parties, corpo-
rate outings and group gatherings, further
extending the reach of the organization
within the community.

With the return of its 50-meter pool,
High 5 Inc. continues to strengthen its
role as a leader in aquatic training and
community wellness, offering expanded
opportunities for residents to stay active,
learn essential safety skills and connect
through sports.

High 5 Inc. is located at 405 Beverly
Blvd. in Brandon. For more, call 813-689-
0908 or www.high5inc.org.
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EDUCATION FOR UNIQUE LEARNERS

By Libby Hopkins

In 2003, Chris and
Bernadette Pello of River-
view felt called to open a
faith-based private school
for students with learning
disabilities who learned
differently. As the school’s
founders, they left their
previous jobs, took a sec-
ond mortgage out on their
home, stepped out in faith
and opened the school
with one classroom and
a handful of students
in a small building on
Bloomingdale Avenue in

Livingstone Academy Seffner, Livingstone Academy Autism Center and
Livingstone Academy Exceptional Center, are Hillsborough County’s

Valrico. premier private schools for students with unique abilities.

They quick- schools for
ly  realized LIVI NGSTON Estudents
they  were with unique
going to need A C A D E M | E §Sabilities.
more  space Livingstone

to serve more students; so, in 2004, they
moved to the campus of Bay Life Church
in Brandon and changed the name to Bay
Life Academy. In the first year as Bay Life
Academy in 2004, the school had two class-
rooms with 36 students enrolled.

In 2007, the small school moved from the
Bay Life Church campus to the property on
Lenna Avenue in Seffner.

"It was then that we changed the name
to Livingstone Academy,” said Livingstone
Academy's CEO, Kristin Lisi. "The need in
the community was so great, and the word
about our very special school that was
founded on love, acceptance and account-
ability began to spread far and wide. At that
time, we served students from kindergarten
through eighth grade.”

Livingstone Academy Seffner, Living-
stone Academy Autism Center and Liv-
ingstone Academy Exceptional Center
are Hillsborough County's premier private

Academy is the county's largest private
school program for students with the
FES-UA, FES-EO and FTC scholarships. Its
strategy of a "small group learning model”
ensures each student receives the individ-
ualized attention necessary to reach their
greatest potential.

Enrollment for the 2026-27 school se-
mester is currently open at Livingstone
Academy.

“New students can expect a safe learn-
ing environment, where they will feel safe
to ask questions and inspired to learn,” Lisi
said. "Many new students will find a true
sense of acceptance and belonging, maybe
for the first time ever in their school career.”

Livingstone Academy accepts students
with learning disabilities who are struggling
academically, as well as students without
learning disabilities.

To register, visit Livingstone Academy's
website at www.livingstoneschools.org.

MOM & BABY CLASSES
{ FOR GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

UPCOMING CLASSES

Tuesday, June 9 | Saturday, June 20

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, June 6 | Saturday, June 20

Childbirth Prep (2-part class)

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

JL HCA Florida
"I Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 335I1

Maternity Tour

Wednesday, June 24

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, June 25

Breastfeeding 101
Tuesday, July 7

Monday, July 13

health and wellness.
844.630.5295

2N Caring
& Transitions.

- Senior Relocation - Downsizing - Estate Sales -

Wherever you are headed,
help is always just
a phone call away.
e Senior Relocation
e Moving Assistance
o Estate Liquidation
e Online Auctions
e Home Clean-outs
Packing Services

i
.:r .

813.578.8656

AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com

CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com

)\ PRESERVATION T
FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

MING &

Let us help take the burden

of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511

www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. WC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.
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MINTZ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT
SHOWS BRAVERY BY SAVING THE
LIFE A FELLOW CLASSMATE

Donovan Enu is
a bright and joyful
fourth grader at Mintz
Elementary School in
Brandon, who truly )
lights up a room. He -sy
has a deep love forl
art, anime and V|deo
games, and his cre-
ativity shines through . ﬂ o
everything he does.

"Donovan is incred-

and thoughtful,” said his mother and teach-
er at Mintz Elementary, Jennifer Kramer.
"He values his friendships and always tries
to make others feel included. He also has
a great sense of humor and loves telling
jokes to make people laugh. I am a fourth
grade math and science teacher at the same
school they attend, and I'm so proud to see
those same qualities of curiosity and kind-
ness growing in him.”

Rowan Scalera is an amazing young boy
with a big personality and an even bigger
heart.

"He loves virtual reality and, like Donovan,
enjoys making people laugh with his jokes,”
Kramer said. "Rowan is known among his
peers as a loyal and dependable friend. What
really stands out about him is his courage,
his respect for others and he carries himself
with maturity beyond his years. He's the
kind of kid who naturally lifts others up and
brings joy to those around him.”

During lunch this past April, Donovan was
sitting with his friends, eating and chatting
just like any normal day. Suddenly, he felt
a piece of food get stuck in his throat. At
first, he tried to swallow it down and asked
a friend for a drink, hoping it would help,
but instead it made things worse. The food

AUTO ACCIDENTIPERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS
PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVILLITIGATION
REAL ESTATE & TITLE

D(mm/an Enu ( right) and Rowan Scalera (left) are
ibly kind, generous, friendsand students at Miniz Elementary in Brandon.

By Olivia Clark

became lodged,
and Dono-
van realized

L he couldn't

| breathe.
| ™ Panic set in.

He stood up,

clutching  his
o throat,  tears
streaming down
his face. In that
frightening mo-
ment, Rowan
immediately recognized what was happen-
ing. While others froze in confusion and fear,
Rowan stayed calm and sprang into action.
He rushed around the table, positioned him-
self and performed the Heimlich maneuver
on Donovan.

Fortunately, the food was dislodged, and
Donovan was finally able to cough it up and
breathe.

“Shortly after, Principal Kevin Martin ran
over and helped comfort Donovan as the sit-
uation settled,” Kramer said. "It was a ter-
rifying moment that could have ended very
differently, but thanks to Rowan's courage
and quick thinking, it became a story of her-
oism.”

“She (the school nurse) assured me that
Donovan was OK and was in her office with
her," Kramer said. “From the tone in her
voice, it was clear that this was no ordinary
nurse visit, and my heart dropped.”

Kramer and her family feel incredibly
thankful, grateful and honored that Donovan
has a friend like Rowan.

"In such a chaotic and frightening mo-
ment, Rowan was the only one who re-
mained calm and in control,” Kramer said.
“His bravery didn't just save Donovan; it
showed true character and leadership.”
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TWIN
CREEKS

ASSISTED LIVING &
MEMORY CARE

We treasure every resident and provide
personalized, enriching experiences that

brighten each day.
you like in assisted

Live as independently as
living or benefit from our

specially designed memory care services. We
recognize retired military and first responders
with 5% off each month!

Call 813.278.5802 today

to schedule a tour or request

more information.
TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd.
Riverview, FL 33569

HONORING OUR NATION'’S HEROES

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

SanTiaco EL ABocaADO

R]S

ILaw Group

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA

TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES

GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS

LITIGIO CIVIL

813-641-0010

306 N U.S. HWY 41,

RUSKIN, FL 33570

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

Get 5% off per month!
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BRANDON RIVERVIEW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CELEBRATES
LOCAL EXCELLENCE AT 2026 CHAMBER MEMBER AWARDS

The Brandon Riverview Cham-
ber of Commerce (BRCC) proudly §
hosted its annual Chamber Member
Awards (CMAs) on April 30 at Hill-
shorough College, bringing together
business leaders, nonprofit organiza-
tions and community advocates for
an evening dedicated to celebrating
the strength and success of the local
business community. The event was
presented by HCA Florida Brandon
Hospital, with additional sponsors
including Christopher Ligori & As-
sociates (Bar Sponsor), Hillshor-
ough College, Suncoast Credit Union,
TECO, Spectrum Reach, The Regent,
Grease Monkey and Beach Geeks IT.

The CMAs recognize organizations
and individuals who have made a signifi-
cant and lasting impact through leader-
ship, innovation and service. The event
honored not only award recipients and
finalists but also the collective contri-
butions of the chamber’s membership,
which continues to shape the economic
and social fabric of Brandon and River-
view.

"This event is about our members —
the small businesses, nonprofits, and
service organizations that make up
the foundation of our community,” said
Amber Aaron, chamber president. "The

Citizen of the Year:
Melissa Canffield.

chamber ex-
ists because
of them,
and we are
proud to cel-
ebrate their
achieve-
ments  and
contribu-
tions.”
Bosley
was  recog-
nized for her
outstanding
leadership,
extensive
service in
law enforce-
ment and

Commumty Leadershlp Award
Col. Nikki Bosley, HCSO

2026 Chamber Member Awards winners:
« Emerging Business Award: Skyline Transport
« Small Business Award: 2nd Amendment Armory
* Medium Business Award: The GOAT Plumbing Company
+ Large Business Award: Grease Monkey
« Nonprofit Award: A Kid's Place
Individual award honorees:
« (itizen of the Year: Melissa (anfield
« Volunteer of the Year: Pat Magruder
« Ambassador of the Year: Allie Savvides
« Community Leadership Award: Colonel Nikki Bosley, H(SO
Business of the Year finalists:

« Emerging Business: Camp Mirage and United Direct Lending

- Small Business: G-Force Parking Lot Striping of Tampa
and Parwani Law, PA.
* Medium Business: Fluent Cannabis and T&J Painting

« Large Business: Spectrum Reach and Suncoast Credit Union

- Nonprofit: ECHO and Easterseals Florida

Staff Report

i - 74
Large Business Award: Grease Monkey.

Volunteer of the Year:
Pat Magruder

commitment
to communi-
ty partnership
and profession-
al  excellence,
with an impact
that  extends
far beyond the
Brandon-River-
view area.
Taste of
BRCC Winner
A highlight
of the evening
was the Taste
of BRCC, where
attendees sam-
pled offerings
from local

restaurants and food vendors and voted
for their favorite. This year's winner was
Embassy Suites Tampa Brandon.

Participating vendors included Bolay
Kitchen Brandon, Ciccio Cali, Dave's Hot
Chicken, Donovan's Meatery, Embassy
Suites, Graze Craze, New York New York
Pizzeria, Tutto Tavola and Funnel & Funk.

Celebrating Community Impact

The CMAs serve to recognize the
dedication, perseverance and entre-
preneurial spirit required to build and
sustain successful businesses and orga-
nizations. Each finalist and winner rep-
resents a commitment to excellence and
a passion for making a difference in the
community.

Event Partners

The BRCC extends its gratitude to
event partners who helped make the
evening a success, including Messer Pro-
ductions, ABC Event Planning, Socially
Funded and Photo Booth Rental & More.

About the Brandon Riverview Cham-
ber of Commerce

The BRCC empowers businesses
through opportunities for brand ex-
posure, education and advocacy while
fostering meaningful connections that
strengthen its community and promote
collaboration and growth. For more, visit
www.centralhillsboroughchamber.com.

CHEERS TO CONFIDENCE

AND COVERAGE!

graze®craze

_1'?“52}

_,a—-e-—)&

sura

FLOOD |

Chick

BUSINESS

Florlda

AUTO HOME |

SERVICE YOU DESERVE.

DISCOVER WHAT SETS US APART!

1216 Winthrop Main Street
Riverview, FL 33578
Office: (813) 448-7580
southshoreins.com
michelle@southshoreins.com

Southshore
1 Insurance

#"  Professionals™
;d“&d r

PROTECTION YOU CAN TRUST™

50% off 1st 3 Nights For New Lodglng Guests

Local, Family Owned and Operated
Celebrating 17 Years

Offering a Safe, Fun, Expert Care
7 Days a Week / 365 Days a Year

9708 Carr Road, Riverview 33569 « (just off Boyette Rd., 1 mile West of Bell Shoals Rd)
(813)672-WOOF (9663) - www.CanineCabana.BIZ

info@caninecabana.biz [} #CanineCabanaFlorida
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BRANDON ROOTS PROJECTS HELP

MACBETH & CHEESE ANNOUNCES
NEW THEATER HOME IN BRANDON

-'/ . MacBeth & Cheese

Staff Report

an  experience
that feels both
professional and
personal.”

The upcoming
season will fea-

BRANDON PERFORMING ARTS

Brandon .
Performing ( \
Arts, also ! s
known as
MacBeth &

Cheese, is
proud to an-
nounce its

expansion into Brandon with the acquisi-
tion of a new performance space located
at 225 E. Brandon Blvd., next to the Fox and
Hound. Renovations are currently underway
to transform the venue into an intimate and
immersive theater space that will serve as
the organization's primary home.

This new location marks a major mile-
stone for the growing community theater,
which will continue producing performanc-
es in Ruskin while establishing Brandon as
its central hub for live entertainment, educa-
tion, and creative programming.

"We've always believed in building some-
thing that truly belongs to the community,”
said Amy Windle, president of Brandon Per-
forming Arts. "This new space allows us to
expand that vision, bring more stories to life
and create a place where people can expe-
rience theater in a powerful, up-close way.”

Coming off its recent production of Detec-
tive Columbo and the highly successful run
of A Few Good Men, the organization con-
tinues to build a reputation for high-quali-
ty, award-winning productions. Its perfor-
mance of A Few Good Men earned multiple
honors across the local community theater
circuit, including Best Actor, Best Actress,
Best Director, Best Co-Director, Best Cos-
tume Design and Best Production.

"With this new venue, we're not just grow-
ing, we're leveling up,” said Camille Hashem,
co-founder of MacBeth & Cheese. "We're
excited to bring even more ambitious pro-
ductions to the stage and give our audiences

ture the original

thriller Murder
Denied this September, followed by Mur-
der on the Orient Express, It's a Wonderful
Life for the holiday season and Romeo and
Juliet, among others.

In addition to theatrical productions, the
new Brandon venue will host acting class-
es and improv training led by Joe Davison,
known for his work on Stranger Things and
his current role in Sorority of the Damned.
These programs are designed to support
performers of all experience levels while fos-
tering the next generation of local talent.

The space will also serve as a commu-
nity-driven entertainment venue, offering
comedy shows, open-mic nights and special
events.

Enhancing the theatergoing experience,
the neighboring Fox and Hound will provide
food and beverage service, creating a unique
dinner-and-show atmosphere for guests.

Brandon Performing Arts has a strong
history of producing diverse and engaging
performances, including Deathtrap, The Odd
Couple, Alice's Wonderland, Murder on the
Nile and Steel Magnolias, showcasing a wide
range of storytelling that continues to reso-
nate with audiences throughout the Tampa
Bay area.

With renovations underway and an excit-
ing season ahead, Brandon Performing Arts/
MacBeth & Cheese is set to become a cor-
nerstone of the Brandon arts community.

For updates, show announcements
and ticket information, visit https://mac-
bethandcheese.com/.

LION & HYENA RIDGE

COMING SOON

TAMPA BAY

annual pass
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GROW NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS

Brandon  Roots |
Group, a local non-
profit organiza-
tion, continues to F
build  momentum
in the community
through acts of ser- &
vice, most recently
completing its third |
cleanup project at
the historic Bran-
don Family Ceme
tery. Founded five
years ago by Robert
‘Stanley’ Goins, the
organization was created
to unite residents through ‘
random acts of kindness
and volunteerism while g
strengthening community
pride.

With a leadership team that includes Go-
ins as founder and president, Charlie Horne
as vice president and Devan Moretti as
chief financial officer, Brandon Roots has
steadily expanded its reach and impact. Its
mission centers on fostering a strong and
reliable network of volunteers dedicated to
improving the local community while also
preserving its history for future genera-
tions.

The recent cemetery cleanup reflects a
long-standing goal for the group. Accord-
ing to Goins, restoring the Brandon Fami-
ly Cemetery has been a priority since the
organization's inception. The effort brought
together 10 volunteers who spent the day
clearing debris, removing overgrown vege-
tation and carefully cleaning headstones to
restore dignity to the site. The project con-
cluded with a full mowing of the grounds,
completing a comprehensive revitalization
effort and improving overall accessibility.

"As our network of volunteers contin-

Volunteers from Brandon Roots Group work to
restore the Brandon Family Cemetery

By Olivia Clark

. ues to grow, we
are constant-
= ly evolving and
® expanding  our
community  en-
bls gagement,” said
Goins.
- Beyond ceme-
¢ tery restoration,
= Brandon Roots
2 has completed
| a variety of ser-
vice projects, in-
cluding pressure
washing and
| tree removal for elderly
residents in need, as well
las hosting free summer
' barbecues that encourage
i neighbors to connect. The
organization also active-
Iy participates in local events such as the
Fourth of July parade, where it earned first
place in 2025, along with both the Plant
City and Brandon Lighted Christmas Pa-
rades.

The group's continued growth highlights
its commitment to building meaningful
connections through service. By focusing
on both immediate community needs and
long-term preservation efforts, Brandon
Roots is creating a lasting and visible im-
pact throughout the area.

"We want the community to know that
Brandon Roots is here to foster connection
through service,” said Goins. "We are al-
ways looking for more volunteers and sup-
port to continue our mission.”

Residents interested in getting involved
can connect with Brandon Roots through
its social media platforms.

For more information, contact Stan-
goins0821@gmail.com or call 813-359-
4800.

ch
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TAMPA BAY

GET UNLIMITED VISITS
WITH AN ANNUAL PASS!

Taxes, blockout dates, service fees, and other restrictions may apply. ©United Parks & Resorts, Inc.
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Catsino N ight, VBS,
ReCreate Camp
& More......

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Catsino Night Fundraiser

For A Kitten Place

Join A Kitten Place for its inau-
gural Catsino Night on Friday, June
5, at Center Place Fine Arts & Civic
Association in Brandon. The event
is presented by the Fuddy Fund and
will be an unforgettable evening

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

instruction to performances, advocacy
and community collaboration, HCPS mu-
sic programs continue to make a lasting
impact on students and the broader com-
munity.

"Being recognized once again at a nation-
al level is a testament to the passion and
commitment of our music educators,” said
Superintendent Van Ayres. “"Because of
their work, students throughout our district
experience high-quality music education
and arts programs that inspire creativity,

build
disci-
pline
and
foster
collab-
ora-
tion at

supporting A Kitten Place and all ﬂ K I '|' T E N P I_ A [: E grade

the lifesaving work it does for kit-

tens and cats in need. Tickets are $75 and
include casino-style gaming, food, bever-
ages and a fun, high-energy night with
fellow animal lovers. Tickets are available
at https://akittenplace.org/events/.

Hillsborough County Public
Schools Recognized As A 2026
Best Community For Music Ed-

ucation

Hillsborough County Public Schools
(HCPS) has once again been named
a Best Community for Music Educa-
tion by the NAMM Foundation, a nation-
al honor that celebrates school districts
demonstrating a strong commitment to
providing comprehensive, high-quality
music education for all students.

The designation reflects the passion,
professionalism and dedication of HCPS
music educators, whose efforts ensure
students across the district have mean-
ingful opportunities to learn, perform
and grow through music. From classroom

405 Beverly Blvd Brandon FL 33511

e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $40
* $175/WEEK | MONDAY - FRIDAY

For more information about music ed-
ucation programs in Hillsborough County
Public Schools, visit www.hillsborough-
schools.org.

Vacation Bible School At First
Presbyterian Church Of Bran-

don

First Presbyterian Church of Brandon,
located at 121 Carver Ave. in Brandon, in-
vites families in the community to regis-
ter for its upcoming vacation Bible school
(VBS), Illumination Station, taking place
Monday through Friday, June 22-26, from
8:45 a.m.-12 Noon each day.

Designed for children ages 3 through
completed fifth grade, this engaging and
faith-centered program offers a week of
learning, activities and fun in a welcom-
ing environment. Participants must be
potty trained. The registration fee is $25
per child.

This year's theme, Illumination Station,
promises an exciting experience filled

In order to continue to make our prolgrams offordable and

accessible for fumilies, High 5 proudly

o~ n
A I\J
i\

accepts school readiness!

Bevis Elementary échoéi - 57“2“0 Osérey Ridge Dr, Lithia, FL 33547
e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $30
e $90/WEEK | MONDAY - THURSDAY

Registef Today:

[www.high5inc.org/camp]

with interactive lessons, crafts, music
and opportunities for children to grow
in faith and friendship. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring friends along — there
may even be an extra surprise in store.

Additional details and online regis-
tration are available at
https://fpcbrandon.org/
event/vbs/.

School Board
Member Honored
With Distinguished
Leader Award

Hillsborough Coun-
ty School Board Mem-
ber Patti Rendon has re- |
ceived the Distinguished ¢
Leader Award from the
Florida School Boards As-
sociation (FSBA), recog-
nizing outstanding lead-
ership and a commitment to effective
school board governance that supports
student success.

The Distinguished Leader Award rec-

Volume 21, Issue 5

tor of leadership services for the Florida
School Boards Association. "By earning
the Distinguished Leader Award, mem-
ber Rendon demonstrates outstanding
leadership, a commitment to continuous
learning and a lasting positive impact on
students,  schools
and their communi-
ty."

The Florida School
Boards Association
is the statewide
professional associ-
ation representing
Florida's 67 elected
school boards.

ReCreate Camp
Turns Trash

Into Treasure
Recreate Camp at
Creative Junk Thera-
py will use and repurpose everyday items to
create one-of-a-kind masterpieces. Campers
will learn how simple materials, basic tech-
niques and some imagination can be com-

ognizes  board bined to make extraordinary creatior}s. Eac_n
members  who 20S. . week  wi
demonstrate - <.\;f‘0/’ — work on a
dedication  to " * td Qecreate CamP » new  proj-
professional ¢ » © CREATIVE JUNK THERAPY ect, and
learning, lead- 2L camps run
ership  devel- S 9% = _ : every week
opment and g 1-5 pm Monday - Friday in ; Jurlle
governance ex- g% TS ne and Jul and  July.
cellence. Recip- :__’ Jo ; oy | The cost is
ients must first f : v $125  per
earn both the Mdakld | % week,  or
Certified Board | §250fF $30  per
Member (CBM) eak ﬁ) day; add a
and  Advanced . f child  and

Certified Board Member (ACBM) desig-
nations through FSBA.

“School board members who earn this
award go above and beyond in their com-
mitment to effective governance and
public service,” said Tina Pinkoson, direc-

SUMMER FUN INGLUDES:
o POOLS/DIVING BOARDS wam caveus: T;L«'

e ON-SITE FIELD TRIPS tuan caeus
 GAMERS GROTTO
o QUTDOOR SPORTS

INDOOR GAMES
o ARTS & CRAFTS
e PLAYGROUND
o STEM.

get $25 off a week. Th|s camp is suitable
for children ages 7 and over. Creative Junk
Therapy is located at 772 W. Lumsden Rd.
in Brandon. For additional information, visit
www.creativejunktherapy.org/our-events or
call 813-324-9777.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Member Services | 813-689-0908

& memberservices@highSinc.org

i www.highSinc.org/camp
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POOL TIME, BACKYARD BBQS AND
SUNSHINE FILLED DAYS ARE CALLING...

- PN i

15108 KESTRELGLEN WAY 13108 MONACH ISLES DR 16220 TERNGLADE DR
5 Bed 4 Bath 4,692 Sq Ft 4 Bed 3 Bath 2,787 Sq Ft 6 Bed 5.5 Bath 8,506 Sq Ft

Lithia, FL 33547 Riverview, FL 33579 Lithia, FL 3357
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1001 OLIVETO VERDICT 11441 HAMMOCK OAKS CT 7878 TUSCANY WOODS DR
4 Bed 2.5 Bath 2,361 Sq Ft 5 Bed 5.5 Bath 5,786 Sq Ft 4 Bed 3.5 Bath 2,809 Sqg Ft

Brandon, FL 33511 Lithia, FL 33547 Tampaq, FL 33647

- - : Ll_l'_; :
I L ti‘?ﬁ .Ei

Curious to know what your
homeis REALLY worth?

Scan the QR for free online evaluation or schedule

a walk through for the most accurate value.

the—2Tom

OMISE

an

The Promise means that we will deliver the best service you could ever |-

imagine receiving. That everyone on our team will be focused and care Tony Baroni Team KELLERW”_ L |AMS

about your needs as if you were our only client. That we will anticipate .
challenges and get ahead of it so we can stop any surprises. The Tony 3!200+ Homes Sold | 25800"' 5 Star Reviews
Baroni Team is focused on making this a % » » w«experience that

exceeds all your expectations. (866) 695 - 9?47

TonyBaroni.com | @tonybaroniteam
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BRANDON MEALS ON WHEELS MARKS
50 YEARS OF SERVING NEIGHBORS

Greater  Brandon
Meals on Wheels B
provides  nourishing *

midday meals from
Monday through Fri- [P
day for those in the
Brandon  communi-
ty who are unable
to serve themselves.
Volunteers reach out
to help home bound neigh-
bors in need of a nutritious
meal through the com-
bined efforts of many local
Brandon churches.

Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels coordinates the
activities of the member
churches. The menu, prepa-
ration and delivery of these
meals is the responsibili-
ty of each of the member
churches. Clients are referred to Greater
Brandon Meals on Wheels through various
organizations, churches, family, physicians,
neighbors or friends.

The local nonprofit recently held its 50th
anniversary this past April at Generations
Church in Brandon. "Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels celebrated our 50th Anniversary
this year,” said Barbara Brooks, recording
secretary for the Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels. "We were started on March
9, 1976, by St. Andrew’s United Method-
ist Church and Limona Village Chapel. We
currently have 17 member churches in the
area who deliver almost 200 meals per day,
Monday through Friday, to medically needy
shut-ins in Brandon, Valrico and Seffner. In
2025, we delivered 48,191 meals. We are a
501(c)(3) and receive no government mon-

"

ey.
Volunteers delivered meals through
COVID and hurricanes as long as it was

SR Z

WHEELS

safe for its driv-
= ers. Many of
o these volunteers
y were honored at
the recent cele-
| bration.

f  "We honored

Lillian Foster of
St. Andrew's for
her 36 years of
service, which included
volunteer positions as
president and general
coordinator,” Brooks
: said. "At age 92, we were

3 delighted to have her in
attendance.”

Brooks joined the
Greater Brandon Meals
on Wheels in January
1996 as a cook but be-
came New Hope's driver
coordinator in 2006.

T had just joined the church and was
looking to get involved, attended a meeting
and signed up to help immediately,” Brooks
said. "I have been the recording secretary
for about 15 years. Our board of directors
oversees the 17 churches, but each church
coordinates their kitchen and cooks, includ-
ing preparing their meals and mapping their
routes.”

Brooks and all the volunteers at the
Greater Brandon Meals on Wheel hope to
continue their mission as long as there is a
need in the community.

"We currently are looking to add one
more church on Tuesday to serve about 20
meals,” Brooks said.

If you would like to volunteer or if you
are a local church that would like to be-
come involved with the organization, con-
tact general coordinator Carol Shick at
813-404-1973.

By Libby Hopkins
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FLVS FLEX OFFERS TUITION-FREE
SUMMER COURSES FOR STUDENTS

Staff Report

As summer break T
approaches, Florida '
students have the
opportunity to use
time away from the
traditional  class-
room to focus on
practical skills that
support  academ-
ic success, career
readiness and per- gt
sonal well-being
through tuition-free
online courses.

Available to students statewide, the
Florida Virtual School (FLVS) Flex option
allows students to take individual courses
online and work at their own pace, making
it possible to continue learning alongside
summer schedules, jobs or family commit-
ments.

"FLVS Flex provides students with a way
to continue learning on their own terms,”
said Jason Schultz, senior director of in-
struction at FLVS. "By offering courses
online and year-round, we're able to meet
students where they are.”

FLVS Flex courses are aligned with Flor-
ida educational standards and state re-
quirements and are designed to support a
range of student academic and instruction-
al needs.

For example, the Driver Education/Traf-
fic Safety course fulfills the state require-
ment that students complete a driver ed-
ucation course before obtaining a learner's
license.

Health and fitness offerings provide
options for students completing required
physical education coursework outside the
traditional school year, while career and
leadership courses allow students to ex-
plore postsecondary interests and develop
decision-making and organizational skills.

All courses
are taught by
Florida-certi-
i fied teachers
and include

nstructional

support  and
i interactive
components.
Students
W8 may enroll in
one or more
courses based
on individual
academic plans.

FLVS Flex courses are available tui-
tion-free to Florida students, with unique
requirements that apply to those receiv-
ing scholarship funding. Students can
enroll in individual courses on a rolling
basis throughout the summer. Additional
information about course offerings and
enrollment is available on the website at
www.flvs.net/enroliment/flex.

Course Offerings

FLVS Flex offers courses designed to
help students develop academic, career
and life skills outside the traditional
classroom.

Middle school courses include:

* Business Keyboarding

* Career Research and Decision Making

* Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and
Learning Strategies

High school courses include:

* Career Research and Decision Making

* Critical Thinking and Study Skills

* Driver Education/Traffic Safety

* Fitness Lifestyle Design

* HOPE - Physical Education (Core)

* Leadership Skills Development

* Life Management Skills

* Qutdoor Education

* Personal Fitness

The Art of Living Well

RESORT-STYLE SENIOR LIVING ON 17 PRIVATE ACRES

Tampa
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

i

A BRAND-NEW COMMUNITY OPENING IN FALL 2026
ANTS AND A cocEfA-ls--L AR

T

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

ALF license pending.
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ALL ABOARD: HENRY'S HIDDEN TRAIN Dot
HUNT BRINGS FUN TO PLANT CITY T

Families looking for
a free, interactive way
to explore downtown
Plant City can hop
aboard a new adven-

ganizers ask that
the exact train lo-
cations remain a
secret to keep the
challenge fun for

By Brian Bokor

I, /

ture that blends history, others. ok
discovery and a bit of The event is pre-
mystery. sented by Historic

Henry's Hidden Train Plant City Main
Hunt invites residents Street, a nonprofit
and visitors to search dedicated to pre-
for 10 hidden trains serving and revital- . - M)
scattered  throughout izing the city's his-
the downtown district. toric downtown. As
The self-guided activi- part of the national - o
ty begins at the Robert Main Street Amer-
W. Willaford Railroad ica network, the or- 4/7 drop-off & arside se A
Museum, where partici- ganization focuses Slerraias @ alfue BT T,

pants can pick up a free
map and clues or down-
load a printable version
in advance.

From there, the hunt
is on.

Using the provided clues, participants
will navigate downtown streets in search of
each hidden train, solving fill-in-the-blank
trivia along the way. Once all 10 trains have
been located and the trivia has been com-
pleted, hunters can return to the museum
during regular hours to claim a prize.

Organizers said the event is designed
to be flexible and family-friendly, allowing
participants to start their hunt at any time
and explore at their own pace. It's also an
opportunity to experience the charm of
downtown Plant City while learning a bit
about its railroad roots.

Participants are encouraged to share
their experience on social media using the
hashtag #HenrysHiddenTrains, though or-

on strengthening
the local economy
while celebrating
the area’s cultural
heritage.

Known for hosting community favorites
such as Oktoberfest, Last Friday and the
Strawberry Drop, Historic Plant City Main
Street continues to create engaging events
that bring people together while support-
ing local businesses and attractions.

Henry's Hidden Train Hunt builds on that
mission, offering a playful way for families
to connect with the community, discover
local landmarks and enjoy time together —
no tickets required.

With clues to solve, trains to find and
prizes waiting at the finish line, the event
promises a memorable outing for all ages,
right in the heart of downtown.

Visit the main street website at www.
plantcitymainstreet.org/hiddentrains ~ for
the free downloadable train map.

VMM

TIME FOR ANOTHER
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2 O WiFi Enabled

OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$299% OR MORE!

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Coupon Expires 06/15/26

Real Wood Blades
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INDOOR & OUTDOOR
FANS ANYWHERE!
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PEST CONTROL

termite i pest control
Residential and Commercial

(813) 468-8574

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED
“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

HOME INSPECTOR

Veteran Owned
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HEATING & AIRCONDITIONING
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
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(813) 671-2555
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Admin@ApexSightSolutions.com

Florida License #HI18082
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THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ® Direct: 813-924-8677




SPRING INTO
SOMETHING NEW!

Lets be REMARKABLE loge ther!

BRENDA WADE

FEATURED
LISTING

OFFERED AT 1319 Brooker Rd
$1,200,000 Brandon, FL 33511

EXPERIENCE
YOU CAN TRUST.

RESULTS
YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com
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PERSONAL CARE AT THE HEART OF
SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME

Sun  City
Center  Fu-
neral Home
has built its
reputation g SN
on providing
compassion-
ate care and
personal- §
ized services [
for families
during some
of life's most ™
difficult mo-
ments. Since
becoming part of Foundation Partners
Group in January 2017, the funeral home
has maintained its family-oriented atmo-
sphere while continuing to serve the com-
munity with dignity and respect.

Established with a mission centered on
honoring each life, Sun City Center Funeral
Home focuses on guiding families through
the grieving process with understanding
and support. Nicole Sharp, funeral director,
emphasized the organization's commitment
to thoughtful service.

"Our mission has always been to honor
each life with dignity, respect and meaning-
ful tribute while supporting families with
guidance and understanding every step of
the way,” said Sharp.

What distinguishes the funeral home is
its deep connection to the local community.
Its staff actively participates in organiza-
tions such as the Sun City Center Rotary,
the Southshore Chamber of Commerce and
the Daughters of the American Revolution,
while also supporting causes including the
Walk to End Alzheimer's and the Out of the
Darkness Walk.

"We take the time to listen and under-
stand each family's wishes, ensuring ev-
ery service reflects the unique life being

Edward Jones

Staff members at Sun City Center Funeral Home provide compas-
sionate, personalized care to families in the community.

By Olivia Clark

| honored,”
Sharp.

Sun City
Center Funeral
Home  offers
a full range
of services,
including tra-
ditional funer-
als, memorial
services,  cre-
mation options
and celebration
of life gather-
ings. Personal-
ization plays a central role, allowing fam-
ilies to incorporate meaningful elements
such as music, hobbies, cultural traditions
and special tributes.

In addition to its general services, the
funeral home takes pride in honoring vet-
erans. With a former member of the mili-
tary on staff, it assists families in securing
military honors, coordinating with national
cemeteries and incorporating patriotic ele-
ments into services.

"It is a true honor to serve veterans and
their families,” said Sharp.

Beyond services, the team remains com-
mitted to supporting families long after
arrangements are complete, offering guid-
ance, resources and a compassionate pres-
ence.

"We want residents to know that we are
here not only in times of loss, but also for
pre-planning and guidance or simply for a
cup of coffee and a chat,” said Sharp.

For the staff, the most meaningful aspect
of their work is helping families find com-
fort during difficult times.

Sun City Center Funeral Home is lo-
cated at 1851 Rickenbacker Dr., Sun City
Center, FL 33573. For more information,
call 813-279-8330.

said

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

How well are you and your loved

ones protected?

As your life changes, so do your insurance needs.
That’s why it’s important to review your coverage
regularly. An insurance review from Edward Jones
can also help ensure that:

* You have the appropriate amount and type
of coverage for your needs.

+ Beneficiary designations are up-to-date and
policy ownership is listed properly.

» Your policies are performing as expected.

+ Your premiums are still competitive.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure your policies
fully meet your needs and those of your loved ones.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California,New Mexico and
Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones

Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105

Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052
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VALRICO FOUNDERS TABLE PROVIDES
CONNECTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Every week in Valrico, local business own-
ers meet over coffee to talk about their
businesses, what's working and not working
and how to grow successfully. They meet to
assist each other with problems, brainstorm
how to improve processes, and connect.

The Valrico Founders Table meets twice
weekly at Chill Cawfee on Lithia Pinecrest
Road. There are no dues, no business pitches
and no pressure. The group has a question
for discussion, time to share wins and fail-
ures and offer praise or ‘shout-outs’ to each
other.

Connor Blackmon owns the Heroes Fit-
ness gym in Valrico. During the summer of
2025, he started the Valrico Founders Table
with a desire to connect with other local
business owners. At the time, Blackmon was
feeling the frustration of a business valley or
a dip in revenue. Inspired by the master-
mind principle in the book Think and Grow
Rich, by Napoleon Hill, Blackmon posted in a
community page on Facebook that he want-
ed to start a Friday morning coffee club for
like-minded, service-based business owners
who wanted to work together towards im-
provement.

"T didn't have a lot of expectations going
into this. I went into this saying I want to

By Jane Owen

connect with peo-
g = _ ple, and I want
P « a place where I

\ g can talk about my

struggles — more
than anything, be-
cause I was strug-
gling at the time,”
E{ Blackmon said.
F  The group began
meeting on Fri-
days in July 2025.
It grew quickly
and added a sec-
ond meeting on
Wednesdays at lunchtime.

"It's evolved into a support group. It's a
place for business owners to connect and
share insights. It's a place where you can be
vulnerable and be heard as well,” Blackmon
said.

Patti Sutherland, national marketplace
director for Christians in Business, said she
loves the Valrico Founders Table because it
is not a pitch group.

"Connor has put together a group of
young and older entrepreneurs who share
ideas and experiences. The exchanges every
meeting are different because of the ques-
tions he brings every time we meet. I have
learned a lot from this group, and I think
some of my expertise has been appreciated
too,” Sutherland said.

Chill Cawfee owner Tom Quigley said the
Valrico Founders Table creates real connec-
tion that benefits the community.

"When local founders support each other,
it builds a stronger, more resilient communi-
ty,” Quigley said.

The Valrico Founders Table meets at Chill
Cawfee, located at 3407 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.
in Valrico, on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. and
Fridays at 8 a.m. The Valrico Founders Table
can be found as a public group on Facebook.
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AMERICAN SEWING GUILD BRANDON WINS BIG AT STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

By Lzbby Hopkms

Members of the Brandon/Eastbay Chapter of the American Sewing Guild (ASG) competed in the sewing competition at the Florida Strawberry Festival. Many of the guilds members took home ribbons this year from the competition.

The 91st Florida Strawberry Festival
took place this past February. One of the
highlights at the festival was the Neigh-
borhood Village's sewing competition for
adults 18 and up. The 2026 festival's an-
nual theme of 'Still Growing' was incor-
porated into every category, including
sewing.

Members of the Brandon/East Bay
Chapter of the American Sewing Guild
(ASG) competed in the sewing compe-
tition, and many of the guild’s members
took home ribbons.

"There were a variety of categories to
enter,” said Judy Rich of the Brandon/
East Bay Chapter of ASG. "The categories
that most of our members entered were
quilting, wearing apparel and accessories,
hand embrmdery and needlework home

intake process for quilts and hand sew-
ing. Under home decor, some members
entered wall hangings and table runners,
both quilted and machine embroidery. For
wearing apparel and accessories, mem-
bers entered children's clothes, machine
embroidered and constructed bags of all
varieties. One member entered a refur-
bished bench cover; another entered a
bag with multiple zippers to use for sew-
ing supplies.”

The American Sewing Guild's head-
quarters is located in Houston, Texas,
and serves as a link between its chapters.
ASG's mission is dedicated to advancing
sewing as an art and life skill.

"The national organization started in
1978 as the American Home Sewing and
Craftmg Assomatmn " R|ch sald “In 1983,

quarters in Houston. The Brandon/East
Bay Chapter was incorporated in 2003
when the charter was signed. We cur-
rently have two of the founding members
in our group.”

There were 12 quilts entered into the
sewing competition from various ASG
members.

"It was the most quilts entered into
the sewing competition over the last 12
years,” Rich said. "I am amazed at the
talent that our group has. Many hid their
light under a basket. We are always excit-
ed to have new members whatever their
level of sewing is. We were all beginners
at one point.”

The group meets on the first Wednes-
day of the month at Brandon Communi-
ty Center, located at 502 E. Sadie St. in

groups that meet in Sun City, Brandon
and Riverview,” Rich said. "At the mo-
ment, our chapter has more than 110
members, and they come from as far as
Wimauma and Wesley Chapel to be a
part of our group.”

The chapter's meetings consist of a
sewing tutorial, and then members have
time to share their current projects with
the group to inspire fellow members.

"We love seeing what other members
are working on,” Rich said. "It gives us
the opportunity to get our creative juices
flowing."

If you would like to learn more about
ASG, you can visit its website at www.asg.
org. If you would like to learn more about
the Brandon/East Bay Chapter of ASG,
you can contact R|ch at Judyrlch49@

ahg(ream
outique
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TESSERA SENIOR COMMUNITY
REIMAGINED AS AMBIANCE AT BRANDON

By Marie Gilmore

A familiar se-
nior living com-
munity in Bran-
don is entering
a new chapter
under new own-
ership, bringing a
refreshed vision
while maintain-
ing its longstanding commitment to care.

Now known as Ambiance at Brandon,
the community formerly operated as Tes-
sera of Brandon continues to offer assist-
ed living and memory care services for
seniors, including those living with Alzhei-
mer’s disease and dementia. Providence Se-
nior Living is a private company, backed by
senior housing developers, that functions
as an owner/operator of senior living com-
munities exclusively in Florida. Thanks to
the new ownership, Ambiance at Brandon
is now locally owned and managed. It be-
lieves senior care is meant to be hands-on
and that every life it touches is a member
of its family.

That's why it carefully chose its team
members for its passion and senior living
backgrounds. Its team has more than 75
years of assisted living and memory care
management experience combined, resi-
dents are known from the top down and its
executives are integrated into daily opera-
tions. It is committed to serving residents
in a manner that aligns with its Providence
Senior Living pillars: love, empowerment,
excellence and purpose. With new leader-
ship in place, the goal is to blend enhanced
amenities and updated programming with
a resident-centered approach that priori-
tizes individual preferences and daily rou-
tines.

The transition reflects a broader invest-
ment in elevating both the environment

/lm&mce

and experience
for  residents
and their fam-
ilies. Communi-
ty leaders said

BRANDON the focus re-

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE mains on creat-
.. ing a support-

~ ive, engaging

atmosphere where residents can maintain
independence while receiving personalized
assistance when needed.

Residents at Ambiance at Brandon have
access to a range of services designed to
simplify daily life and promote well-be-
ing. These include restaurant-style dining
across multiple venues, weekly housekeep-
ing and laundry, scheduled transportation
and help with activities of daily living. On-
site therapies and a fitness center featuring
specialized HUR equipment are also avail-
able to support physical health.

Beyond essential services, the commu-
nity emphasizes lifestyle and connection.
Residents can spend time outdoors on
landscaped patios, relax under a gazebo,
stroll through garden paths and take part
in recreational activities such as bocce ball,
pool and putt-putt golf. Social opportuni-
ties and structured activities are designed
to encourage engagement while respecting
each resident’s pace and interests.

Jill Andrew, marketing director, said the
transition represents “new owners, same
heart,” emphasizing continuity in care
alongside thoughtful improvements.

They invite prospective residents and
families to visit, meet staff, and explore
whether the updated Ambiance lifestyle is
the right fit.

Ambiance at Brandon is located at 1320
Oakfield Dr. Brandon. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ambiancebrandon.com.

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?

Before you
leave town,
make sure
that your
Will or Trust

is up to date.
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Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529
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'ART OF READING' PROGRAM
OPENS CHALLENGE FOR ALL AGES

Staff Report

The Hillsborough County Public Library
Cooperative is inviting residents of all
ages to turn the page on summer bore-
dom by joining its annual Summer Read-
ing Challenge, with registration opening
Monday, May 25.

Part of the 'Art of Reading’ initiative,
the program encourages children, teens
and adults to log their reading through-
out the summer while earning prizes and
digital badges along the way. Partici-
pants can begin tracking their progress
starting Monday, June 1, using the Bean-
stack Tracker app or website.

Jason Rogers, programming managetr,
said the challenge is designed to combat
the 'summer slide,’ a common learning
loss students experience when school is
out.

"It is intended to keep families and the
community reading throughout the sum-
mer, when reading and learning tends to
slow down a bit,” Rogers said.

Children and teens, ages 0-18, are chal-
lenged to read for a total of 24 hours,
while adults are encouraged to complete
four books. Along the way, participants
can earn incentives at registration, mid-
way and upon completion, including
books, badges and themed items. Some
prizes have been provided by the Tampa
Bay Sun Football Club.

In addition to milestone rewards, par-
ticipants will be entered into grand prize
drawings for items such as tickets to
ZooTampa at Lowry Park and tech prizes,
including AirPods Pro, a Nintendo Switch
Lite and an Echo Show. Prize drawings
will take place on Saturday, August 1,
with winners having until Monday, Au-
gust 31, to claim their items.

The program also includes partnerships
like 'Reading with the Rays,’ where youth
can pick up a game card at their local
library branch to track reading progress
baseball-style. Completed cards can be
redeemed for prizes and a savings vouch-
er at Suncoast Credit Union locations.

Additionally, readers can participate in
‘Score Through Stories,’ another incen-
tive-based program that rewards read-
ing time. Rogers noted that hours logged
count across all programs, giving partici-
pants more chances to win.

While the program emphasizes youth
literacy, Rogers said adults play a critical
role.

"It's so important for us to keep our
minds engaged so that we are constant-
ly learning,” he said. "We're constantly
making a better community and a better
society.”

To sign up and learn more, visit https://
hcplc.org/summer.
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EXPRESS OIL CHANGE & TIRE

LAUNCHES BUS

BRINGING SERVICES TO RESIDENTS

Staff Report

Hillsborough County Tax Collector Nan-
cy Millan announced the launch of MILES
(Mobile IDs, Licenses and Essential Ser-
vices), a mobile service center bringing
key tax collector services directly into
neighborhoods. Services offered include
driver licenses, IDs, property tax pay-

ments, vehicle registration renewals,
handicap placards and vehicle titles.
"MILES is about accessibility and con-
venience. Not everyone can get to an of-
fice, so we're bringing the office to them,”
said Millan. "Whether you're a senior, a
small business owner or a family juggling
a busy schedule, MILES makes it easier to
stay up to date on registrations, renewals
and essential services. We're committed
to ensuring no community is left behind.”
Accessibility features include: An
ADA-compliant ramp, widened entry
and maneuverable interior space, lower
counters and bilingual signage and Staff
trained for disability and seniors.
"MILES will make a meaningful differ-
ence for seniors and underserved commu-
nities,” added Hillsborough County Com-
missioner Gwen Myers. "For many families,

something
as simple as
renewing a
' registration
or updating
paperwork
can be-
come a real
hardship.
This mobile
= resource
* helps it
that burden
and ensures
our  most
vulnerable
residents
aren't left behind.”

MILES will begin a scheduled rotation
of senior centers, rural communities, li-
braries and major neighborhood events.
Residents can learn more about MILES
at www.milesbushctc.com.

MILES is a first-of-its-kind commit-
ment to proactive public service — one
that moves beyond traditional office
walls to bring real, in-person tax collector
services directly into the neighborhoods,
senior centers, business districts and
community spaces that make up Hillshor-
ough County.

This initiative is part of Millan's ongo-
ing commitment to accessible govern-
ment services. MILES is a fully equipped
mobile service unit that travels directly
into Hillsborough County communities,
bringing IDs, driver licenses, registration
renewals and other essential tax collec-
tor services to residents where they live,
work and gather.

If you are interested in requesting a
MILES appearance, visit www.hillstaxfl.
gov/miles-bus/.
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By Olivia Clark

ENGINEERS OPENS NEW LOCATION

A new automotive | :
service option has [
arrived in Riverview
with the opening of
Express Oil Change §
& Tire Engineers. §
The new location is
designed to provide
convenience,  effi-
ciency and compre-
hensive vehicle care
for local residents,
eliminating the need _.
to navigate heavy
traffic along Big
Bend Road for rou-
tine  maintenance
and repairs.

Owner  Jeremy
Persinger said the
decision to open in
Riverview was driv-
en by a clear need in
the community.

"We wanted to
give customers a more convenient location
to service their vehicles and avoid the con-
gestion on Big Bend Road,” said Persinger.

The facility offers a wide range of services,
combining speed with full-service automo-
tive care. Customers can remain in their ve-
hicles for oil changes completed in less than
15 minutes while also having access to more
extensive services, including tires, brakes,
alignments, diagnostics, electrical work and
major engine and transmission repairs.

What sets the business apart is its abil-
ity to deliver both quick oil changes and
comprehensive automotive services under
one roof. According to Persinger, this dual
capability is unique within the market and
designed to meet the varying needs of busy
customers.

The opening also represents a broader

Express Oil Change owner Jeremy Persinger.

impact beyond au-
tomotive  services.
¥ Persinger empha-
sized that the new
_ I location brings job
opportunities to the
area while contrib-
uting positively to
the local economy.

Community  in-
volvement is already
| a priority. The busi-
ness is sponsoring
% Sumner High School,
- § located nearby,
and continues to
support  pediatric
» cancer initiatives
% through 'Round Up'
programs. Persinger
has also served as a
board member with
the National Pedi-
atric Cancer Foun-
dation for nearly 20
years, supporting clinical trials for children
across the United States.

To celebrate the grand opening, custom-
ers can take advantage of promotional of-
fers, including 50 percent off any oil change
when using an Express Oil Change & Tire
Engineers card and 25 percent off future oil
changes with the card.

Additional conveniences include no ap-
pointment requirements for oil changes,
same-day service on most repairs and Sat-
urday hours for those unable to visit during
the workweek. The location also stocks
more than 1,000 tires to meet a wide range
of vehicle needs.

Express Oil Change & Tire Engineers is lo-
cated at 13131 U.S. 301 S. in Riverview. For
more information, call 813-677-4000 or vis-
it www.expressoil.com.

CUSTOM HAIR
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SPECIALIZED SUMMER
EDUCATION PROGRAM

For Neurodiverse Learners
& Other Related Disabilities

Join us for an inclusive summer program
designed for neurodiverse learners in
kindergarten to 2nd grade! Packed with
-on, interactive STEAM activities,
it's a supportive space where every
child can explore, grow, and thrive.

@ B813-236-5589 @ LimitlessLearning@esfl.org

More Opportunities Start Here

Give your child a strong start with
Hillsborough County Public Schools’ Early
Childhood Programs. Prepare them for
kindergarten and beyond in safe, nurturing
environments that promote exploration,
growth, and lifelong skills. Using evidence-
based practices, these programs

develop literacy, math, problem-solving,
communication, and social skills.

Program highlights include certified
teachers, research-based curricula in
literacy, math, science, and more, free
VPK for all 4-year-olds, and Pre-K

Exceptional Education.

Help your child get ready for kindergarten

this summer!

HCPS offers a FREE 30-day educational
VPK program for incoming kindergarteners.

Voucher required.

Hillsborough County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Preparing Students for Life

%

More opportunities begin with a strong
start. Learn more about our Early
Childhood Programs at HCPSReady.com.




Page 22

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

MEET PETERKIN: HIGH 5, INC AQUATIC

Jamie Peterkin is the aquatics direc-
tor and head coach of Blue Wave Swim-
ming at High 5 Inc. He started with the
organization almost five years ago as the
head age group coach. Since then, he has
worked his way up to the roles he holds
today.

Peterkin was born in Barbados and
raised in Saint Lucia. Growing up in the
Caribbean, he has many memories of go-
ing to the beach, being outside and playing
different sports. At age 16, he was award-
ed an Olympic Solidarity scholarship for
swimming at Pine Crest High School in
Fort Lauderdale and was coached by Jay
Fitzgerald.

Two years later, at age 18, Peterkin was
selected to represent Saint Lucia in the
2000 Sydney Olympics. There, he and his
teammate, Sherri Scobbie Henry, became
the first male and female swimmers to
represent Saint Lucia at the Olympics.

“This opportunity sparked my desire to
give back to my country, and it guided me
to become a swim coach, as well as being
raised by a swim coach, my dad, David,”
said Peterkin.

He started to coach in 2007, which
opened up many more opportunities for

DIRECTOR AND FORMER OLYMPIAN

By Emily Harper

-

him to represent his country. He became
Saint Lucia’s national team coach and
eventually returned to the Olympic stage
as a coach.

Because of his reputation in the swim-
ming world, he was invited to provide live
broadcast commentary for the swimming
events of the 2008 and 2010 Olympics
for the Caribbean. Additionally, Peterkin
hosted several sports radio shows in Saint
Lucia, along with a weekly show with
his father called AquaScope, to promote
aquatic sports and safety. Now, he co-
hosts a podcast called Cinco Squad with
his close friends, which he has been doing
for the past four years.

Peterkin uses his past experiences in
the sports world, specifically swimming,
to succeed in his role with High 5 Inc. He
strives to not only be a caring coach but
also to build camaraderie within his pro-
gram, creating a second family for his ath-
letes.

“Coaching isn't for the faint of heart, but
getting to really know these families and
kids and becoming part of their life be-
yond the pool is awesome,” said Peterkin.

For more info on swim and aquatic pro-
grams, visit www.high5inc.org/

-

-
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A KID'S PLACE OF TAMPA BAY
CELEBRATES LIVES CHANGED DURING
FOSTER CARE AWARENESS MONTH

Staff Report

May is National Foster Care Awareness
Month. This is a time to help shine a light
on more than 4,000 children in foster care
across the Tampa Bay area. At A Kid's Place
of Tampa Bay, this month reminds us of our
mission: To provide a safe, loving and nur-
turing home for children in foster care. Since
opening our doors in 2009, we have helped
more than 1,700 children and over 750 fam-
ilies. We are able to care for children from
newborns to 18 years old on our main cam-
pus, and we are also proud to have expand-
ed our services through our Extended Foster
Care program, supporting young adults ages
18-23 as they transition into adulthood.

Every day at A Kid's Place is centered
around creating stability, comfort and nor-
malcy for the children who call our campus
home. From school support and counseling
to fun activities and shared meals, our goal
is to make sure each child feels safe, valued
and supported while they are with us. To
help our community better understand the
heart of our mission, we want to introduce
you to some of the incredible young people
who live at A Kid's Place. While every child
has their own unique story, they all share the
same hopes: to be heard, to be supported
and to be treated just like any other kid.

We sat down with four of
our teens and tweens for a very
special 'Take 5' conversation to
learn more about them beyond
their circumstances. We talked
about their favorite foods, hid-
den talents, funniest moments,
dream vacations and the ac-
tivities they are most excited
to try this summer. Their an-
' swers were full of personality,
creativity and resilience. This
small glimpse into their lives
reminds us that foster care is not just about
placement; it is about childhood, growth and
possibility. These kids are more than their
circumstances; they are athletes, friends and
dreamers.

When siblings Emma (8) and Lucas (7)
arrived at our home, they carried visible
trauma. Both struggled academically, had
difficulty regulating emotions and were
physically withdrawn. Most of all, they were
terrified of being separated — something
they had already endured once before. Today,
Emma is reading above grade level and leads
her class with confidence. Lucas, once silent,
is now joyful, engaged and thriving socially.
Their health has improved; their laughter
has returned, and — most importantly —
their trust has been restored. We are proud
to share that Emma and Lucas are currently
in the process of being fostered-to-adopt by
a loving young couple, ready to provide them
with a permanent home — together.

We invite you to take a moment this
month to learn more, show support and help
us continue building a place where children
feel safe, seen and loved.

Visit our website, https://akidsplacetb.
org/, or call 813-381-3839 to learn more.
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BRANDON ROTARY DEDICATES
HISTORICAL MARKER AT CLUB HOUSE

Staff Report

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

LOCAL NONPROFIT SOUNDING JOY
HELPS AREA CHILDREN WITH

Thanks to our partnership with the
Hillsborough County Historical Advisory
Council, the Brandon Rotary Club ded-
icated a new historical marker at the
Rivard-Simmons Rotary Event Center
located at 3007 S Kings Ave, Brandon,
FL 33511-7328 on May 5, 2026.

The Historical Advisory Council over-
sees Hillsborough County’'s historical
marker program and supports efforts
to preserve and recognize the region's
significant historic sites. The Historical
marker contains the following inscrip-
tion.

Established 1890

Many communities in Hillsborough
County were either established or expe-
rienced rapid growth following the ar-
rival of the railroad in the 1880s. One
such community was New Hope, which
began to flourish after it was connected
to other towns and cities by the new rail
network. Victoria Brandon, second wife
of John Brandon, asked civil engineer
C.S. Noble to plat about 40 acres for

a townsite, naming it "Brandon” after
John, who came to this area in 1857,

At the turn of the century, Victoria
Street and Moon Avenue was the "cen-
ter of town.” In close proximity were
the train depot, Galvin's General Store,
Varn's (citrus) Packing House, and the
U.S. Post office that was established in
September 15, 1890.

Pioneer families settled here, raised
cattle, grew citrus and farmed their
land. From these humble beginnings,
Brandon emerged as we know it today.

The sign was originally erected in
1990 in Honor of the Brandon Centen-
nial and replaced in 2026 by the Bran-
don Rotary Club in partnership with the
Hillsborough County Historical Advisory
Council

For more information about the Rota-
ry Club of Brandon, please contact Liz
Brewer, President at 813-299-6745. For
more information about the Historical
Marker Program, visit https://hcfl.gov/
councils/historical-advisory-council.
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ACCESS TO HEARING AIDS

Sounding Joy, a non-prof-
it organization, focused on
providing hearing aids to
children who's families can't
afford them, so they can be
the best they can be. The
main goal of Sounding Joy
is to try and reduce then
chance of the kids later in
life to become addicted to
substances and to reduce
the chances of suicide as a
young adult.

At the age
of 11, the
founder of the
organization,
Christy  Vogel
was diagnosed
as hard of hearing and unconciously taught
herself to read people’s lips. Because she
occasionally responded slowly when hav-
ing conversation, people assumed she was
not smart, which damaged her confidence.
Having no access to hearing aids because of
challenges presented by finances, she strug-
gled until her 20s, when she was finally able
to buy her first pair. They transformed her
life, helping her flourish professionally. In
2021, Christy founded Sounding Joy, work-
ing with providers such as Tampa Children's
ENT, USF Audiology, and John Hopkins All
Children's, the organization that has helped
more than 100 children in the Tampa Bay
area get hearing aids.

Dr. Cecilia Camacho is a board member
and an audiologist who has fitted more
than 70 of the kids through Tampa Chil-
dren's ENT. She shared a story about a 14
year old boy named Logan. She said, "His
experience changed the way I work and

sounding ¢y

Hearing Aid Giving

By McKenzie Brown

provide the best to all children.”
Logan had an initial test done
when he was three, but they
showed very slight hearing loss
when he started kindergarten,
and Camacho recommended a
classroom system in order to
hear his teachers better, but
she didn't think that he had
enough hearing loss at the time
to justify hearing aids. Cama-
cho reported that Logan loved
the classroom sys-
tem and told her,
T want to hear
well ALL the time,
not just at school.”
Camacho says,
"Ever since then, I
look at all kids with slight hearing losses as
being potential candidates for hearing aids.
He has done great with his aids and uses
them every day. His last set of hearing aids
was funded through Sounding Joy, and he
uses them to hear his family cheer for him
from the stands when he is playing baseball,
which he didn't hear before he had hearing
aids.”

Vogel mentions that there are two days
in the kids" Sounding Joy journey. The first
day they say is called "Approval Day,” where
the kid's parents are told they have been ap-
proved to have their hearing aids paid for by
Sounding Joy. The second day is when they
get their hearing aids and they get pictures
and stories about the fitting.

Sounding Joy is located at 330 3rd St
S Unit 1706, St Petersburg, FL 33701. For
additonal information, you can email them
at info@soundingjoy.org or call them at
813-526-1870.

LIVINGSTONE

A CADEM

EVERY STUDENT

CAN GROW

IN THE RIGHT
ENVIRONMENT!

NOW ENROLLING
K through 12th grade
students at all 3 locations

(Seffner,

FREE TUITION &
SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

Valrico, Brandon)

VISIT LIVINGSTONESCHOOLS.ORG TO ENROLL NOW
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HCA BRANDON AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS, INCLUDING TWO $20,000 AWARDS
Staff Report

Aditi Menon Emma Kasting Bmdon Martis

Izabel Wiltz

Shayla Commons

Madeline Estabrook Claudia Maguire
Bloomingdale High Brandon High Lennard High Middleton High Newsome High Riverview High Riverview High
HCA Florida Brandon Hospital Hospital Recipients:
recognized seven high school seniors leaders will * Brandon High School: Shayla Commons
from across Hillsborough County present the e Lennard High School: Izabel Wiltz
with college scholarships totaling J L HCA FIO rl d a award to Es- ¢ Newsome High School: Emma Kasting
$45,000. Five students received 1 r tabrook  and e Riverview High School: Claudia
the HCA Florida Brandon Hospital B ra nd on H Ospltal Menon during  Maguire and Bradon Martis.
Healthcare Achievement Award, 119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511 their respective Me.mbers ofthe.HCA Floridfa\ Brandon
worth $1,000 each, and two students school awards Hospital leadership team will present

received the HCA Florida Brandon
Hospital and Physicians Healthcare
Scholars Award, worth $20,000
each. Students from approximately
30 public and private high schools,
as well as homeschooled students,
were considered.

"Each of these students shared
their personal ‘why' behind choosing
health care as a future profession,”
said Dr. Anthony Furiato, emergency
room physician at HCA Florida Bran-

don Hospital. "Their dedication, hard ta| and its medical staff. Recipients Bstate Calsp %%@G

work and diverse career goals will must plan to attend the University of ESTATE

enrich the health care community. South Florida. SALES

Some are inspired by loved ones who Recipients: June Debbie Berg = Ve

received life-changing care, while
others are drawn to specialties such
as anesthesiology, occupational ther-
apy and cancer treatment. HCA Flor-

ida Brandon Hospital and our medi-
cal staff are proud to collaborate in
recognizing this outstanding group
of future health care leaders.”

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital
and Physicians Healthcare Scholars
Award

The HCA Florida Brandon Hospital
and Physicians Healthcare Schol-
ars Award is a highly competitive
$20,000 scholarship jointly fund-
ed by HCA Florida Brandon Hospi-

* Bloomingdale High School: Made-
line Estabrook

* Middleton High School: Aditi
Menon.

ceremonies.

The HCA Florida Brandon Hospi-
tal Healthcare Achievement Award
recognizes students for strong aca-
demic performance, extracurricular
involvement and a demonst rat-
ed interest in pursuing a career in
health care. Each recipient received
a $1,000 scholarship.

the Healthcare Achievement Awards to
each student.

All scholarship recipients submitted
essays describing how they hope to
make a difference through a career in
health care.

For more information, visit https://
www.hcafloridahealthcare.com/loca-
tions/brandon-hospital.

12 & 13

Visit our website _Y
! for more details!

Gentle TJouck

813-812-0780

debble@gentletouchestat 3 le
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Your Perfect

Place for
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Expert Care for Life’s

Most Magical Moment * XK Kk
AMERICA'S BEST
) ; MATERNITY
Whether you’re planning a natural HOSPITALS
delivery or need advanced care for 9095

a high-risk pregnancy, every journey

is unique — and your care should

just as personal. At AdventHealth,

our dedicated birth advocates
partner with you to create a birth

plan centered around your needs.

Newsweek
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And

through The Birth Day Experience® we help you celebrate this
once-in-a-lifetime moment with meaningful touches designed

to create memories you’ll cherish

long after the first hello.

Start planning with a virtual tour.

YourBirthDayExperience.com

-+
AdventHealth
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DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES MARKS 30
YEARS OF BUILDING COMMUNITIES

Brandon/Winthrop Edition

LEADERSHIP CLASS COMPLETES LEGACY
PROJECT BENEFITING A KID'S PLACE

Page 25

David Weekley Homes, one of the larg-
est privately held national home builders,
is celebrating 30 years of home building
in the Tampa area this year. The com-
pany was founded in Houston, Texas, in
1976, and expanded to Tampa in 1996.
Today, the company builds in more than
35 communities.

"Celebrating 30 years in the Tampa
market is a milestone we're truly grate-
ful for,” said Kristina Lloyd, division pres-
ident of David Weekley Homes in Tampa.
"We're proud of the communities we've
built, the people behind them and en-
hancing the lives of our customers and
those in the communities where we work
and live through our volunteer efforts.
This journey has been incredibly reward-
ing, and we look forward to continuing
that momentum in the years ahead.”

Over the company's 30 years in Tam-
pa and surrounding areas, the builder
has enjoyed several notable milestones.
Since opening in 1996, the company has
closed more than 6,900 homes in the
Tampa area. The company has built in
many communities throughout Tampa,
including Encore at FishHawk Ranch,
Waterset, Barrington Preserve, Hidden
Lakes and Magnolia Creek. David Week-
ley Homes has earned more than 150

Staff Report Staff Report
yl| Tampa-area The Brandon Riv- | event  ven-
e awards, in- | opiew Chamber of S dors  includ-

— cluding more | commerce is proud 2 ing LeAnne's
», than 120 for | ¢4 apnounce the Old Fashioned
_ product de- | completion of the Cookies, Fun-
. s9n. Leadership Brandon nel & Funk,
- Inaddition | Riverview Class of fig Champion
to a com- | 2026 Legacy Project & . Wellness Cen-
mitment 0 | penefiting A Kid's ters,  Photo
§ excellence | pjace a local non- Booth Rental
my N home | peofit  organization e . andMore,and
y building and | gedicated to providing | Socially Funded.

~customer

satisfaction,
David Weekley Homes prides itself on
enhancing lives by giving back to the
community. The company's outreach pro-
gram, CARE, is a charitable and volun-
teer program that joins team members
with homeowners, homebuyers, commu-
nity partners and local nonprofit organi-
zations to live out the company’s purpose
of ‘building dreams, enhancing lives.’ This
is accomplished by team members vol-
unteering countless hours to different
organizations in their communities and
Dovetail Impact Foundation donating
more than $340 million in the past 35
years.

Locally in Tampa, David Weekley Homes
partners with many organizations, in-
cluding BridgePoint Church - Building
Beds, Feeding Tampa Bay, United Way
Suncoast, Gigi's Playhouse Tampa, 9/11
Day of Service, Ronald McDonald House
Charities Tampa Bay, ShowerUp Tam-
pa Bay and OneBlood. The division also
participates in companywide events,
such as Build Month, the School Supplies
Drive and the Giving Thanks, Giving Back
Thanksgiving Drive.

For more information about David
Weekley Homes in Tampa, contact 813-
774-4155.

ESCAPE TO THE
EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

Support your
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

"~ THE FLORIDA
ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337

a safe, stable, and nur-
turing home for foster
children.

Each vyear, partici-
pants in the Leadership
Brandon Riverview
program select a com-
munity Legacy Project
designed to make a lasting impact on a local
nonprofit organization.

After hearing the heartfelt mission and
needs presented by A Kid's Place, the Lead-
ership Class selected the organization as the
recipient of this year's project. A Kid's Place
provides a unique, home-like foster care en-
vironment where sibling groups can remain
together.

One of the needs identified by the organi-
zation was the replacement of aging bench-
es in the children’s outdoor play area.

To fund the project, the Leadership Class
partnered with the Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce to host the Leader-
ship Brandon Riverview Cornhole Tourna-
ment in March. The tournament was a tre-
mendous success thanks to Tampa Electric,
Raulerson Castillo & Company - CPA's and
Consultants, Sellers and Associates, Tam-
pa Bay Harley-Davidson, SouthState Bank,
Hungry Howie's, Suncoast Credit Union and
RSA Consulting.

Additional excitement was provided by

The class dedi-
cated a full day of

% ing the project and
worked together to
5 purchase supplies,

= build, and install
. four custom bench-
es with attached planters surrounding the
children's play area.

"The Legacy Project is one of the most
meaningful parts of the Leadership Brandon
Riverview program because it allows partic-
ipants to make a direct and lasting impact
in our community,” said Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce President Amber
Aaron. "The Class of 2026 demonstrated
tremendous heart, teamwork, and dedica-
tion throughout this entire process, and we
are incredibly proud of what they accom-
plished for A Kid's Place.”

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce thanks everyone who supported the
Cornhole Tournament and Legacy Project
and helped make a meaningful difference for
the children and families served by A Kid's
Place.

To learn more about A Kid's Place, visit
http://www.akidsplacetb.org/. For more
about Leadership Brandon Riverview and
the Chamber of Commerce, visit www.cen-
tralhillsboroughchamber.com.

Ambiance

ASSISTED LIVI
eesTWenesr W/ nesr™
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Independent Living

With Complime

Assisted Living

“Ambiance of Brandon...living your lifestyle”

Memory Care

“Living the present...cherishing the past.”

feels like

AP
 woT

NG & MEMORY CARE

Best Day Possible’

ntary Services

tome

Call Today to Schedule Your Personal Tour

813-607-6880
AmbianceBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

Assisted Living Facility
AL License #PENDING
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SERVING UP INCLUSION: JUDY MOORE MARKS 25 YEARS OF TENNIS FOR FUN

Rl : | -

For 25 years, Judy Moore has been qui-
etly transforming lives on the tennis courts
of Brandon. What began as her son's high
school project has grown into Tennis For Fun
(TFF), a widely respected program serving
individuals with Down syndrome and other
intellectual and developmental disabilities
— one that is now inspiring similar initia-
tives across Florida and beyond.

For Moore as director of TFF, the mile-
stone is less about longevity and more about
impact. The program has become a corner-
stone for families seeking inclusive recre-
ational opportunities, offering participants
not just a chance to learn tennis, but a space
to build confidence, friendships, and a sense
of belonging.

"When we started, the goal was simple,”
Moore has often said in reflecting on the
program'’s early days. "We wanted everyone
to have the chance to play, to feel included,
and to have fun.” That guiding principle re-
mains at the heart of TFF today.

Over the years, the program has expanded
significantly. What began in Brandon now
serves as a model for other communities
looking to replicate its success. Programs
inspired by TFF have been established in
multiple locations throughout Florida and in
other states, a testament
to both its effectiveness
and its adaptability.

Participants in Tennis
For Fun engage in struc-
tured tennis activities
tailored to their abilities,
supported by a network
of dedicated volunteers,
coaches, and family mem-
bers. The emphasis is not on competition,
but on personal growth and enjoyment. For
many families, the program fills a critical
gap.

Parents often describe the program as
life-changing. Beyond the physical bene-
fits of exercise, participants develop social

SUPPORT CHRIS CIULLA FOR HONORARY

MAYOR OF EAST HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

Meet Chris
executive

Ciulla, the
who  swapped

an
East Hillsborough County!

small  businesses,
nonprofits, and throwin

into initiatives like a party
on a mission. Whether he's

hero with a heart of gold!

IN BENNEFIT OF:

FUNDRAISING EVENTS:

Monday, June 1
KICK OFF EVENT

Tuesday, June 9
Boot Scootin’ Bingo -
BINGO + Line Dancing

Saturday, June 13
Sit, Stay & S|B -
All Day Dog Party

Friday, June 19

sty Saturday, June 27
Chris Rocks The Vote -
Music Festival

former

corporate cape for a chef's apron
is now a culinary crusader in

Since planting his roots in the local
scene, Chris has been a whirlwind
of community spirit; championing
rallyinﬁ. for
g him
lanner
osting
shindigs, volunteering his time, or
crafting alliances, Chris is the local

\‘ [y ,‘
ECH.§§ FORGOTTENANGELS

Ma)(‘oral Royale Casino Nlght
& Chef Soiree at The Regent

his

self

“skills and independence. Mariy_fo

This Brandon program
empowers individuals with

Down syndrome, intellectual or
developmental disabilities to
grow into a model replicated

across Florida and beyond.

rm lasting
friendships, while others discover a new-
found confidence that carries into other ar-
eas of their lives.

"Before joining, my son was hesitant to
try new things,” one parent shared. "Now he
looks forward to every ses-
sion. He's made friends, he's
more active, and he feels
proud of what he can do.”

The success of TFF is also
rooted in its community
support. Volunteers play a
central role, working one-
on-one with participants to
ensure each individual feels
encouraged and included. Their commit-
ment, combined with Moore's steady lead-
ership, has created a program culture that is
both welcoming and empowering.

As the program has grown, so too has
its influence. Organizations in other regions
have looked to TFF as a blueprint for devel-

By Jay Braden

oping inclusive sports programming, thu
demonstrating that such initiatives can be
both impactful and sustainable, Moore and
her team have helped significantly to broad-
en access to recreational opportunities for
individuals with disabilities.

Despite the expansion and recognition,
those closest to the program say Moore re-
mains focused on the individuals she serves.
Her leadership style—hands-on, compas-
sionate, and consistent—has been a driving
force behind TFF's enduring success.

As Tennis For Fun marks its 25th anni-
versary, the celebration is as much about
the community it has built as it is about the
years it represents. For participants and
their families, the program is more than an
activity—it's a source of joy, connection, and
possibility.

And for Judy Moore, the mission contin-
ues much as it began: one player, one rally,
and one smile at a time.

For more, visit http://tennisforfun.org/.

Glaros Law & Associates
glaroslaw.com

Qoin the Funl

I'm running for the 2026 Honorary Mayor of East Hillsborough
with a simple mission: to support and amplify the organizations already

doing meaningful work in our community.

June 6th
Splash Bash 6:00 pm
@High5

For more than 20 Years, I've served Tampa Bay families as an attorney,
focusing on family law and personal injury. I've helped people through
some of life's most difficult moments, which has shown me how important

strong support systems truly are. Before opening my firm, | served as an

June Tith
Music Bingo 6:00 pm
@ Tiki Docks River Bar & Grill

Assistant Attorney General for the State of Florida, reinforcing my
commitment to advocacy and standing up for others.

Outside of work, I'm a proud father of two. Like many families here, we're

June19th

Chef Soirée

Doors Open 6:30 pm

@ The Regent -
campaign.

June 26"

The Amazing Race 6:00 pm

@Presbyterian Church of

Bloomingdale

To Register, email

Glaros4mayor@gmail.com

focused on raising our children with strong values, responsibility, and a
commitment to showing up for others.

That perspective is what led me to support the organizations behind this

High 5 Inc provides after-school programs, mentorship, and opportunities
that give kids a safe place to grow and succeed. The Impact Program
equips young people with the tools to make informed decisions through
education, prevention, and character development. Raining Cats and Dogs
Shelter and Sanctuary cares for animals while promoting compassion,
responsibility, and community values.

This campaign is an opportunity to make a real impact. You can get
involved by attending events, sponsoring, donating, or helping spread

awareness.

At the end of the day, what we do here matters.The way we show up for

front of us.

Steven J. Glaros
813-854-1234

Charrities are:

Steven@glaroslaw.com

My benefitling

i k.

our community matters. The opportunity to make a difference is right in

RAIMING CATS & D0GS

o

mracT  @GlarosForMayor
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TOO BLESSED TO BE STRESSED AUTHOR
LAUNCHES NEW DEVOTIONAL SERIES

Debora Coty has
spent two decades
helping women trade
burnout for peace
through a blend of
biblical truth, prac-
tical strategy and
humor. The Central
Florida author and
inspirational  speak-
er is best known for
the Too Blessed To
Be Stressed brand,
a collection of more
than 35 products
that includes books,
devotionals, journals,
planners, a cookbook
and calendars. Coty
stated that the series
has sold over 2 million
copies.

“Many wom-
en sprint along on
the just-get-it-done
treadmill with no in-
kling how to get off,”
said Coty. "That's
the goal of all my
Too Blessed To Be
Stressed books, ... to
offer practical tools i
and strategies for B
dealing with stress so
that it's manageable, not crushing.”

Coty's perspective is shaped by a long
career as an occupational therapist spe-
cializing in orthopedics. She said physi-
cians referred patients to her for help
with managing injuries and pain tied to
constant stress. Coty pairs work simplifi-
cation techniques and therapeutic sugges-
tions with Scripture and what she calls
"lots of giggles” to address stress physi-

s

Debora Coty is a Central Florida author
and speaker known for the Too Blessed
To Be Stressed series and her new devo-

tional, Bless Your Heart: Daily Devotions
to Warm Your Heart & Feed Your Soul.

Daily Devotions to Warm
Your Heart & Feed Your Soul

(ot FLNN e
# % DEBORA M. CO
2 v

By Olivia Clark

cally, spiritually and emo-
tionally.

"T love it that my books
have been called ‘biblical
truth gift-wrapped in hu-
mor,” Coty said. "I believe
that laughter is a catalyst
for releasing the joy of the
Lord in our spirits.”

That approach carries
into her newest release,
Bless Your Heart: Daily De-
votions to Warm Your Heart
& Feed Your Soul, a 365-day
devotional that marks the
start of a new series. Coty
said she stepped away from
steady writing after 2019
amid years of family loss
and health challenges.

"The gal who encouraged
others to look for the funny
couldn't see any funny any-
where,” she said.

Coty said a publisher lat-
er approached her about
writing another yearlong
devotional, a project she ini-
tially declined. After revisit-
ing a Corrie ten Boom quote
about attempting something
so big it would fail without
God's help, Coty began writ-
~ing again. The manuscript
took 18 months, she said, and ultimately
drew interest from multiple publishers.

Coty hopes the devotional reaches “the
woman who feels like she’s alone, fright-
ened, confused, miserable and exhausted,”
she said, adding that men have also told
her they read her short entries in the bath-
room.

Coty continues her long-running Grace
Notes column in the Osprey Observer.

Yes to New
Adventures

No Place Like This Place

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622
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STUDENTS DESIGN ‘I VOTED'
STICKERS FOR 2026 ELECTIONS

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

Hillsborough County
high school students
showcased their cre-
ativity and civic pride 3
through the 2026 Vote- [
Hillsborough Art Con- ¢
test, submitting more
than 300 designs for a
new 'I Voted' sticker to
be distributed during
upcoming elections.

Supervisor of Elec-

tions Craig Latimer
praised the over-
whelming response

and the quality of the
entries.

"Thank you to all the
high school students
who entered our 2026
VoteHillsborough  Art
Contest. We received
more than 300 sub-
missions and were incredibly impressed
with not only the number of entries but
the quality of the designs,” Latimer said.

Three seniors were selected as win-
ners for their standout designs: Angelica
Pertab of Durant High School, Juniper
Worthington of Blake High School and
Simran Wadhera of Wharton High School.

The winning artwork will be reproduced
as a 2-inch by 2-inch round sticker and
distributed to voters who cast ballots
early or drop off mail-in ballots during the
two weeks leading up to Election Day for
the 2026 primary and general elections.

Finalists were recognized during a re-
cent Hillsborough County School Board
meeting, where winners were also an-
nounced. Students received prizes do-
nated by contest sponsors, including the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Busch Gardens

Winning students from Durant, Blake and Wharton high schools
display their ‘I Voted” sticker designs after being recognized at a
Hillsborough County School Board meeting.

Angelica Pertab

Durant High School

Staff Report

and The Florida Aquarium.

"We had a great time hon-
oring the finalists and re-
vealing the winning sticker
designs at this week's School
Board meeting,” Latimer said.
"Look for the first-place de-
sign when you vote this year
— and wear that beautiful
sticker proudly.”

According to Gerri Kramer, chief com-
munications officer for the Hillsborough
County Supervisor of Elections Office, the
contest was open to high school students
and winners were selected through a vote
by staff and community partners.

The contest is part of an ongoing part-
nership between VoteHillsborough and
Hillsborough County Public Schools aimed
at encouraging civic engagement among
young people. In addition to the art con-
test, the elections office visits local high
schools each semester to help eligible se-
niors register to vote.

"Our partnership with Hillshorough
County Public Schools is a long-standing
and important one,” Kramer said.

For more information about voting in
Hillsborough County, visit the website at
www.votehillsborough.gov.

O ican

®

ACCREDITED

With over 25 different camp options throughout
the Tampa YMCA area, there’'s something for
every camper to enjoy! From art and gymnastics
to ziplining and splashing in our pools the
Y is the ultimate summer destination.

REGISTER ONLINE

tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »
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CARDINAL ROOFING CO-OWNER
BECOMES AN INDUSTRY PIONEER

F o ‘ :
Bridge t s
Jenkins, ‘-v
roofing is *
more than
an occupa- |48
tion. Roof- g%
ing is in §
her blood.

Cardinal
Roofing,
founded
by her fa-
ther, Rog-
er Jenkins, in 1995, quickly became a
major part of her early adult life. And
when Bridget Jenkins sought a ca-
reer-pivot, she became more involved
with Cardinal Roofing, taking on every
job within the company before obtaining
her roofing license over 25 years ago.
She has since earned her general con-
tractor license and is now a co-owner
of Cardinal Roofing, alongside her father
and their partner, Chad Curchin.

Bridget Jenkins also serves as the first
female president of the West Coast Roof-
ing Contractors Association (WCRCA).
The WCRCA is a local organization fos-
tering collaboration between licensed
roofing professionals. This year marks
the 50th anniversary of the WCRCA, a
moment she plans to highlight with a se-
ries of special events, including a fishing
tournament in October.

She has also become a national in-
fluencer with the RoofersCoffeeShop
(RCS), which serves as a hub for roof-
ing professionals. The platform provides
professionals with access to formal job
postings and networking opportunities,
as well as its RCS Influencer program,
which Bridget Jenkins was invited to

Bridget Jenkins (center) gathers with fellow members of National
Women in Roofing an organization which she co-chairs.

By Madeline Gardner

. participate
= in.
2 " 0 f
course, I
said yes be-
cause I'm al-
ways up for
a good con-
versation
with  peo-
ple about,
you  know,
my favorite
topic, which
is roofing and construction, because
I'm a total construction geek,” she said.
"So, they started this program, and I, of
course, jumped on board, and at the last
convention they gave us little pins that
said, 'RoofersCoffeeShop Influencer,” so
I'm feeling pretty fancy. I've got an offi-
cial pin for my lapel.”

Reflecting upon her accomplishments,
Bridget Jenkins cited the importance of
pursuing your career passions.

“Jobs are great, but if you actually
geek out about whatever your job is, it
makes it so much easier. Construction is
one of those jobs [where] nothing is ever
the same. It's always different every sin-
gle day, hour-to-hour, ... and I just love
roofing,” she said. “T just think it's fasci-
nating. ... Just making sure that people
feel safe in their homes. It's just one of
those things that I was born into; it's in
my blood, I was meant to be this person,
so I'm just going to take it and run with
it.”

For more information on Cardinal
Roofing, please visit www.cardinalroof-
ingfl.com or call 813-689-7663. Cardinal
Roofing is located at 1312 Orangewalk
Dr. in Brandon.
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READY MONTH OF FUN EVENTS

In East Hill-
sborough,
something spe-
cial is about
to begin. The
Valrico  Fish-
Hawk Chamber
of Commerce
is getting
ready for the
2026  Honor-
ary Mayor's
Race, a com-
munity-driven BB
initiative  de-
signed to bring
people togeth-
er while raising Ang
funds for impactful local nonproﬂts

The race will officially kick off on Mon-
day, June 1, at 6 p.m., at Lake Michigan
Credit Union (LMCU), located at 3467
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. People
from across the area are invited to come,
meet the ‘candidates’ and learn how they
can take part. The event will mark the
start of a month filled with fun activi-
ties, all created to raise money for good
causes.

The race concludes on Tuesday, June
30, with one final event scheduled for
Monday, July 13, at 6 p.m., at The Boule-
vard at FishHawk, located at 15260 Fish-
Hawk Blvd. in Lithia, where the com-
munity will gather again to celebrate a
month of creative fundraising and com-
munity engagement and announce the
2026 Honorary Mayor of East Hillsbor-
ough County.

Two participants are leading the way
this year, and both are focused on help-
ing others.

Steve Glaros is supporting High 5 Inc.,

=y

Ciulla is working hard to

Voodoo Brewmg owner Chris Attorney Steve Glaros is support-

support ECHO and Forgotten and Dogs Shelter and Sanctuary

Staff Report

Raining Cats
and  Dogs
Shelter and
Sanctuary
and Impact
~Program
| Inc. His
events in-
clude a May-
| or's  Sum-
mer Splash
Bash, Music
Bingo, a
Chef Soiree
and Online
Auction
and even an

and Impact Program Inc. ‘Amazing
Race." Each event is meant to bring peo-
ple together while helping youth, families
and animals in need. Glaros said he joined
the race to “strengthen the community
and make a difference.”

Chris Ciulla is also working hard to
support important groups. He is raising
money for ECHO and Forgotten Angels,
both of which serve vulnerable individ-
uals and families in the community. His
campaign includes Boot Scootin’ Bingo,
a 'Sit, Stay & Sip’ pet-friendly event, a
Mayoral Royal Casino Night and a Chris
Rocks the Vote Music Festival. Ciulla
wants everyone to join in, saying, "There
is something for all ages to enjoy while
helping others.”

This race shows what can happen
when people work together. Every dollar
raised goes straight to local charities.
That means real help for families, chil-
dren, and others who need support.

For more information, you can visit the
candidates’ Facebook pages @Glaros-
ForMayor and @ChrisforMayor2026.

ing High 5 Inc, Raining Cats

#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973

TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES{/;

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE Ay
CALL (813)685-77"

8% @@@E

Gl MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
: HOURS: 6AM - 6 PM
FAX (813)685-3607 | BRANDONPESTCONTROL@TAMPABAY.RR.COM

SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA - ORLANDO - PLANT CITY

I
RO

813-689-RO0O

License# CCC1325939

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal

Blown-n Insulation * Solar Attic Fans

(813) 689-ROOF Bi@

CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / ICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up

Appetizer with

any dinner entree.

Friday & Saturday
6pm-Close

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

10288 Causeway Blvd

Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

10% OFF

ENTIRE
Purchase

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

SET
813-643-7777
Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid
with other offers.

LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY
FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95
Take Out & Delivery

La Senllma cale

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

Sunflower Cafe
813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

=T FACTORY ™™

10446 Stelling Dr.

Riverview
(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

TRCO DIRTY

— Bouls. Facas Wsivan Fhings —

FREE
TACO

With any purchase

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview
(inthe Mission BBQ plaza)

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.
No cash value.
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LOVE'S TIRE & SERVICE CENTER
MARKS 30 YEARS IN VALRICO

Love's Tire & Service
Center is celebrating
30 years of serving sf
Valrico and the sur- @
rounding communities, g
marking three decades °__l&
as a family-owned busi- | 388
ness built on trust, hard £
work and lasting rela- &
tionships.

Owners Scott and
Gay Lynn Love pur-
chased the Valrico shop
on April 1, 1996, begin-
ning what would be-
come a 30-year journey
in the automotive indus-
try. The date may have
been April Fools' Day,
but the commitment
was no joke. Before be-
coming owners, Scott Love had spent 16
years working for Charles Brazzeal, who
owned two Goodyear Tire & Auto Repair
locations. In 1994, Brazzeal transferred
Scott Love from Tampa to the Valrico loca-
tion, where he prepared him for ownership
before eventually selling him the store.

That purchase launched more than a
business. It began a family legacy. Gay
Lynn Love joined her husbhand at the shop,
often bringing their two daughters, Peyton
and Chloe, with her while they were still
young. What started as a husband-and-
wife operation soon became a second-gen-
eration family business.

Today, both daughters work alongside
their parents, as does their son-in-law,
Ty Sullivan. Together, they now serve the
children and grandchildren of many long-
time customers, creating a rare full-circle
moment for the family and the community
they have served for decades.
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GOODFYEAR

Over the last 30 years,
Love's Tire & Service Center
has remained steady through
some of the country's most
challenging times, including
9/11, the Great Recession
and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Through every hardship,
the Love family credits faith,
loyal employees and longtime customers
for helping sustain the business. Several
employees have been part of the team for
decades, including two who have worked
there for more than 20 years.

During the company’s recent 30th anni-
versary celebration, the Loves were asked
what has meant the most to them over the
years. Their answer was immediate: the
people.

From longtime employees to loyal cus-
tomers, the relationships built over the
past three decades have been the heart
of the business and the foundation of its
success.

Located at 1701 E. SR 60 in Valrico,
Love's Tire & Service Center continues to
provide trusted tire sales and auto repair
services to Valrico, Brandon, Seffner and
nearby communities, carrying on a 30-
year tradition of treating customers like
family. Visit www.lovesautorepair.com.

Learn more about all of Tobacco Free Florida’s tools and
services at TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.

By McKenzie Brown

TcH | IMAGING

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGH Imaging provides
screening and diagnostic
expertise in a wide

range of technologically
advanced imaging
services to get you the
answers you've been
looking for. We offer
convenient locations near
you in Brandon, Riverview,
and Sun City Center.

CARROLLWOOD

. 427 S. Parsons Ave, Ste. 100
« 3350 Bell Shoals Rd

- 10621 Big Bend Rd

+ 3862 Sun City Center Blvd

Scan to Find More Locations
Throughout Tampa Bay

ErEm

(813) 489-5120

TGHimaging.com

There's never been a
better time to quit
with Group Quit

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for

their attendance.*

Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents
regardless of insurance status. Upon class

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,
or lozenges.**

Pre-registration required

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

*while supplies last
**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

oMol UST AREA HEALTH

P EDUCATION CENTER
AHEC el

Florida | (Govaccorree
HEALTH | \Fercdeom
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Yellowfin Realty Celebrates
Excellence And Community

Impact

Yellowfin Realty, a broker-
age known for its commitment
to growth and community in-
volvement, recently awarded
Debbi Tinker Figlewski the
prestigious Founder's Finlife
Award. This distinguished rec-
ognition is reserved for agents
who exemplify a strong com-
mitment to both business suc-
cess and community service
— values that are central to Yellowfin Real-
ty's mission.

This year marks a significant milestone for
Debbi, as she celebrates 20 years in the real
estate industry. A longtime resident of the
Tampa area for over 45 years, she has built
a reputation not only as a trusted real estate
professional but also as a passionate advo-
cate for her community.

Figlewski is actively involved in numerous
local initiatives, most notably her work with
the Angel Foundation FL. The organization
provides vital support to families facing cat-
astrophic events or life-threatening illnesses,
offering assistance and hope during some of
life's most challenging moments.

Healthcare Solutions Celebrates

Opening Of New Seffner Location

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce proudly celebrated the grand opening
of Healthcare Solutions Team's new Seff-
ner location, 731 Cactus Ridge Circle, Ste.
B, with an official ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The event marked an exciting milestone for

Healthcare Solutions Team as
they expand their presence in
the community,
offering accessi-
ble and person-
alized insurance
solutions to indi-
viduals and fam-
~ " lies throughout
B the Seffner area.
Healthcare
Solutions Team specializes in
providing flexible, customized
insurance options for those
without traditional employ-
er-sponsored coverage,
including  freelancers,
contractors and small
business owners. Its
comprehensive  offer-
ings include health,
life, dental, vision, acci-
dent and critical illness
plans. With a focus on
simplicity,  transpar-
ency and one-on-one
support, the team is
committed to helping
clients navigate complex insurance decisions
and secure coverage that aligns with their
lifestyle, budget and long-term needs.

76 Fence Continues Expansion
76 Fence has announced its largest mul-
titerritory commitment in Florida to date:
seven territories awarded to Tom and Kate
Donnelly. Tom Donnelly brings leadership and
operations management experience, while
Kate Donnelly contributes expertise in busi-
ness administration and client relations. To-

p o

SHADETREE

gether, they are building
a family-operated fenc-
ing business designed
to scale across multiple
territories.
76 Fence provides
~ top-quality gates and
fences for home and
business owners in the
local community. With
years of experience in
the fencing industry, it has established a rep-
utation for delivering high-quality personal-
ized fencing solutions.
Visit https://76fence.com/tampa.
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Shadetree
Apartments Is
More Than A
Place To Live —
It’s A Place To

Belong

From the moment
you arrive, you'll feel
the sense of commu-
nity that sets Shade-
tree Apartments in
Ruskin apart. Residents enjoy fun and engag-
ing events, on-site food trucks, and thought-
ful experiences that make Shadetree a place
people are proud to call home for the long
term. At Shadetree, you'll find a perfect bal-
ance of peace, comfort and connection. Ev-
ery space is designed to help you slow down,
recharge and truly feel at home. It's proudly
pet-friendly; with two spacious dog parks,
dog water fountains, outdoor pet washing
stations and plenty of room to run and play,
your four-legged family members are just as
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To Submit Business News
& Press Releases Mail Attn:
Business Editor,

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,

welcome here as you are. Whether your life-
style is active, laid-back, social or somewhere
in between, Shadetree Apartments fits your
rhythm. Schedule a tour at www.shadetree.
apartments, meet its friendly team and ex-
perience firsthand why life at Shadetree isn't
just lived — it's enjoyed.

LIQUIDATIONS

Sunset Estate Liquidations

Founded in 2026, Sunset Estate Liquida-
tions was created to support seniors and
their families during important life changes,
particularly during estate transitions. Rec-
oghizing a need for trustworthy, stream-
lined services for estate sales, it built the
company to provide guidance every step of
the way. Sunset Estate Liquidations takes
a personalized approach to every project,
tailoring its services to meet the unique
needs of each client during their estate
transition, whether it involves conducting
an estate sale or managing a professional
estate liquidation.

Sunset Estate Liquidations is located at
4057 Forecast Dr. in Brandon. Call 813-
460-1647 or visit its website at https://
sunsetestateliquidations.com/ for addition-
al information.

Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class
coasters, Busch Gardens' Tampa Bay has camps for

both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.

Kids in Kindergarten through 12t grade
can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.

Day Camp: K-12t" « Resident Camp: 7t"-12t

Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.

BuschGardens.com/camps ¢ (813)884-4FUN (4386)

ATIO
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Discover carefree living in our
welcoming 55+ apartment
community. Enjoy spacious homes,
modern conveniences, and a friendly
atmosphere where neighbors
become friends. With beautifully
Mmaintained grounds and a location
close to shopping and dining, you'll
find the perfect blend of comfort,
Independence, and connection.

SUINEIrSEEEfENES

building a brighter tomorrow

inal Opportunity in
Lake Toscana

Only 5 opportunities remain.
$50,000 off your
design selections™

1/2 acre lots, semi-custom == g ! ; g
homes, lake or conservation = . =
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home
5333 Lake Venice Dr
Wimauma, FL 33598
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NEW SEASON, NEW POSSIBILITIES
Hlging Bugers & Sullers Make Maves it confidened

THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT IN
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

1018 TRACEY ANN LOOP
5BR/4BA/3CAR + BONUS -+ POOL +
OUTDOOR KITCHEN
$625,000

SRt

1419 SEFFNER VALRICO RD
4BR/2BA/2CAR + 1.14 ACRES
$460,000

1319 BROOKER RD

3BR/4BA/4+CAR + 2 BONUS +
POOL/SPA + 1.74 ACRES
$1,200,000

3BR/3BA + 3CAR DETACHED GARAGE
+ DOUBLE RV GARAGE + 6.13 ACRES
$899,000

2718 GARDEN FALLS DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT
$400,000

306 E LANGFORD DR
3BR/1BA + CARPORT + FENCED
YARD
$265,000

4036 MOORES LAKE RD

4BR/2BA/2CAR + 1.14-ACRES
$575,000

4736 WOODS LANDING LN
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT +
FENCED YARD
$495,000

709 SPORTSMAN PARK DR
3BR/2BA/3CAR -+ OFFICE + POOL
+ LAKEFRONT
$575,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

S

BRENDA WADE

Wi MS SO

Direct: 813-924-8677
Office: 813-655-5333
Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com

1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

Top Producer
2002-2025




