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BELMOPAN

Belize was founded on the extraction and export of
timber, first logwood and later mahogany. While it
differed from the plantation colonies of the British
West Indies, its central labour force also consisted of

stripped of their humanity, loaded onto ships, and :{ . 3
reduced to chattel property. ;ﬁ; ¢

The abolishment of what Granville Sharpe called a F
“toleration of inhumanity” was the culmination of |, '
over half a century of struggle. Initially enacting |
the 1807 Slave Trade Act to end the shipment of
enslaved Africans on British Ships, Britain was later {73
compelled to institute the 1819 Slave Registration g\ \
Act to curb British colonist who continued the &
illegal practice.

On 13 June 1833, Secretary Stanley
_ transmitted the resolutions that
 formed the basis of a Bill for the .
_ Abolition of Slavery. The legislative :
~pinstrument, which comprised 66 %%
#S&é clauses, dictated the terms for the
@ cmancipation of enslaved persons
_—— "_ through a transitional system of .as8
& ~apprenticeship and the compenso o

S of owners. A

%




THE ABOLITION ACT
AN 309C96 /0

While the Act provided general stipulations, it was the duty of the individual
colonies to refine the provisions and enact the necessary legislation before the
commencement of the Act. Clause 44 stated that no colony would be entitled to
any portion of the Compensation Fund until adequate provisions had been made
and the legislation to be enforced had been approved by Parliament.

CONCERNS OF THE OWNERS

Working Hours

The masters were concerned that the strict seven and half working day could not be
easily implemented. Unlike the plantation colonies, the extraction of mahogany was
seasonal and required the men to work throughout the night during the trucking
season.

Valuation and Disbursement of Funds

The key factor in determining the value of enslaved persons was their
designation as either praedial or non-praedial workers. The masters hoped that
the committee would consider the high price of labour and the value placed on
their enslaved workers, owing to the better conditions in which they were kept.

They also stressed the need for the rapid disbursement of the Compensation
Fund, arguing that “slave property is the principal Stock or Capital available for the
purposes of security, for the payment of debt or advances made to the proprietors in their| /i

-..,.‘__{ _of Mai.zogany cgtting: u.nless. speedily fompemated for the samejgreat _,;:!
Eaton@idnience, if not ultimate ruin will be entailed on the greater } t-oftthem.” (YY) /
7o~ ! (A pL | s

b
" (LM, October 1833, pp. 177-188)
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1834 Letter from Magistrates to James Hyde _
who was asked to provide the Secretary of State with a
description of labour in the settlement

o g

\_3 lves, and free hired workmen for about nine months of the year, (during wic \_L.‘J_'/'::-
L 3they are occupied in felling Trees, and opening and clearing temporary Roads through ;’
(& the Woods to convey the Timber to the Rivers,) the labour is very light, and \§
i performed usually by Task which does not occupy them above five or six hours daily; |
but during 5 or 6 Weeks in the Months of April and May, (being the only period of the
Year during which the Roads are sufficiently hardened by the continuance of dry
weather to bear the weight of the Carriages with their heavy Timber, called the
trucking season,) the Sun, during this brief period, is about vertical and produces such
a heat during the day as to make it impossible for the Oxen used in the Timber
Carriages to work excepting during the night, when the work is carried on with torch
light, and of course the Cattle Drivers (who are always, whether free or slaves, the
most active Lads in the Gang) are necessarily obliged to drive their Trucks or
Carriages. In the course of long experience, I never knew the slaves, or free
Labourers, to complain of the necessary duty, they having the day for rest, with
4 intervals in the night, while the Labourers encamp, among the Trees, to be on -- to

& the Mahogany is carted, as already stated, into the bed of the Rivers or Creeks the |
1l Workmen have to wait for the flooding of the Rivers by periodical rains, in June or

July, and by which the Cutters are enabled to float the Timber down to the Sea; but

' n as those Floods are sudden, and impetuous, it requires great attention and address on

the part of the Gang in following the Logs upon the River by night, as well as by day,
to prevent any impediments in the River stopping the logs & keep them from drifting
to Sea by the violence of the Floods; so that it will be evident that occasional
Labourer and watching by night is as necessary to the Honduras Woodcutter as to
the Mariner at Sea. Therefore any interference with the necessary labour of
Apprenticed Labourers by night, in place of day, during the short period of Trucking
out the Timber and floating it down the Rivers established by usage arising from the
indispensable necessity of the case, and which has never been complained of by the
Labourers themselves, will be alike uncalled for, and ruinous to the cutter; as it must,
when first enforced, leave the property on which he has expended his Labour, his
) capital, and on which he depended for support, ad for the payment of his Debts, to rot &
t te us n possibility of geting out by 2

<N

4 Jead the Trucks in the night. It appears necessary for me to explain further, that after SSF#s
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THE REGISTER
N 3096 R

Unlike other British colonies, which were required
to register their enslaved populations under the
1819 Registry of Colonial Slaves in Great Britain Act,
no such document existed for the Settlement. As a
result, Clause 62 of the Act called for a Slave
Register to be compiled for Honduras.

The clause was enforced by Superintendent
Cockburn through a Proclamation dated 22 April
1834. All slave owners were informed of the
transmission of an Order of Council, which
directed that a “Public Registry for the Registration and
enrolment of the names and descriptions of all negroes,
mulattoes and mustees now held in a state of slavery shall
be established in his Majesty’s Settlements at Honduras.”
(MM, 1834, pp. 26—27). The order, which was sent by
the State Commissioners, gave comprehensive
instructions regarding the information to be
supplied by owners, the method by which the
Register was to be compiled, and the physical layout
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The Compilation Process

» Establishment of a Registry Office and Appointment of a Registrar. James
McDonald was appointed to the post of Registrar.

» First Month: All persons in the Settlement were required to compile and return
their forms. These were to include their names, the rights they held over each
enslaved person, whether the enslaved person had been purchased within the
previous seven years, and the name of the previous owner.

» Second Month: All returns were to be entered into the Registry Book. The entries
were collected during the period between 12 May and 31 July 1834.

e Third Month: Owners were required to verify the information entered and swear
an oath validating it. This period also provided an opportunity for missing
information to be entered. At the end of the period, the Registrar was to close and
authenticate the Book.

« Certified copies of the Register and the owners' return forms were to be dispatched
to the Secretary of State under the seal of the Superintendent. On 1 September
1834, the completed Register was certified by both Superintendent Cockburn and
Registrar McDonald.

b
During this submission period, the Commissioners were

instructed to continuously publish lists of claims in all
available newspapers for the benefit of any persons who
claimed an interest in enslaved persons through mortgages,
bills, trusts, liens, and other such instruments. All
counterclaims were to be submitted to the Assistant
Commissioners by 1 February 1835, or to the Commissioners
in London by 1 April 1835.

SAMPLE FORM




The Register Layout

Specific guidelines were given for the physical layout of the book and the
information to be noted.

» Enslaved persons were to be inventoried beginning with members of the same
family unit, who were all to take the surname of the head of the household. This
was done to avoid the separation of families during the apprenticeship period.
Families were followed by single men and then single women.

« Any enslaved person without a last name was to take the surname of the current
owner.

e The description of each enslaved person was to include their name, surname,
colour, occupation, and age.
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Measures Taken to Dispel Fraud

: AN 296~/

* Not one word was to be erased from the Book. Errors
were to be crossed out with a line of red ink to ensure
that the original information remained legible, with the
correction placed in the page margins.

* No correction could be made to an entry following the
swearing of oaths by the respective owners.
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« Any member of the Registrar’s Office found guilty of illegal activities
or fraudulent behaviour would be stripped of their post, prohibited
from holding another public office, and liable to civil suits from
anyone who sustained damage as a result of their actions.

e Any inhabitant convicted of altering information in the Register would
forfeit all estates, rights, titles, properties, and interests to the Crown.

» Any person who falsified their slave return was to forfeit £100 sterling
for each name illegally listed on the form.




Compensation Award Disbursment

If no counterclaims were submitted, a report containing all
claims and the total amount of compensation payable to owners
was to be transmitted to the London Office for approval and
disbursement. In the event that counterclaims were submitted,
claimants had three months in which to respond, after which the
evidence submitted by both parties would be investigated to
determine who had the right to receive the compensation. If the
claimant did not respond to the counterclaim, the
Commissioners had the power to issue the compensation award
to the counterclaimant.

+

« The name appearing on the Register would identify the person considered |
entitled to the award.

» Awards would be placed in the account of an appointed and approved Trustee for
any person deemed unfit to manage their own finances or who was not resident in
the Settlement.

» Money awarded would be assigned to the natural heirs or beneficiaries of owners
who died intestate before the disbursement of the fund.

» Any claims to enslaved persons, apart from those made by the listed owner, would
be handled according to a succession of transactions, beginning with the first
transaction made.

e The Court would determine the disbursement of any legal claims pending before
it. The money would be placed in an account at the Bank of Exchequer, where it
would earn interest until the Court delivered its ruling.
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Claims & Awards

e b

7 The 1834 Register consists of 305 returns and lists
total of 1,897 enslaved persons, who were .n
collectively valued at £236,218 10s. The breakdown &
shows that, of this number, 219 were children
under the age of six, while 90 were designated as
aged, diseased, or otherwise non-effective.
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The total amount awarded for claims from British Honduras was
% £101,958 19s. 7%d., with the largest sum, £11,453 5s. 3d., being paid to
)+ Marshal Bennett for his 237 enslaved persons.
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DIVISIONS

No,

CLASEES | Male

| "
|l"em:|]r Number Value

in Sterling

Pracdial Attached

R - -

Head People - - - - - -
Tradesmen
Inferior Tradesmes - - -
Field Labourers - - - - -|

Inferior Fiell Labouyers |

Pravdial
Unattached

@ K -

Head People - - - - - -
Tradesmein - = - - = - -
Infevior Tradesmen - - -
Field Labourers - - - -

Taferior Ficld Labourers

Non-Prasdial

Iiead Tradesmen = - - -

Inferior Tradesmen - - -

Head People employed
on Wharfs, Shipping, -
or other avecations -

Inferior People of the
same deseription - - -'z

Head Domestic Servants =

A.) 1834 Register Entry
B.) Claim for Enslaved
C.) Valuation of Enslaved
D.) Amount Awarded




