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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022


THIS WEEK’S REMARKABLE WOMEN ! 
Throughout August — Women’s Month — people have been nominating the

women they consider truly remarkable. The response has been extraordinary: so
many inspiring stories, and such heartfelt appreciation for the women who make

a difference in our community. 
This week’s line‑up will appear in the Swellengram, and any further nominations
will be featured in the final week of August. So keep sending in your favourites!
When August has drawn to a close, all the nominees will be gathered together
and presented in a beautiful digital Flip Book — a keepsake you can download

and treasure.
You can even choose to have Lyra write the story if you think your nominee

would enjoy her feline flair.

To nominate someone for this 'Remarkable Women' series, click here:
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/remarkable-

women
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Cheers to Natalie Turck — for her
remarkable achievements, her
dedication to Swellendam, and the
countless moments of triumph still to
come.

Since founding Wildebraam Berry Estate
in 1996, Natalie Turck has shaped one of
Swellendam’s most beloved destinations
through sheer determination, creativity
and an unwavering belief in the beauty
of the Hermitage Valley. What began as a
berry farm has grown into a flourishing
enterprise that celebrates the cultural
and natural “berried” treasures of the
region — and Natalie has been at the
heart of that evolution every step of the
way.

REMARKABLE WOMEN: Natalie Turck  

Her innovative marketing strategies
have not only elevated Wildebraam’s
products, tasting room and
accommodation, but have also played a
significant role in positioning
Swellendam as a must‑visit destination.
From nationwide tradeshows to clever
branding, collaborations and strong
online presence, Natalie has
consistently championed the town
both directly and indirectly. Her work
has brought attention, visitors and
pride to the valley she calls home.

Beyond her entrepreneurial
achievements, Natalie is known for her
love of gardening — especially flowers,
from sunflowers to sweet peas — and
for her passion for travel. Whether
exploring abroad or touring within
South Africa, the Drakensberg remains
one of her favourite places to recharge
and find inspiration

A Visionary Who Put Swellendam on the Map

Natalie’s commitment to excellence,
her focus on quality, and her
hospitality‑driven approach have made
her a role model for aspiring
entrepreneurs. Her story demonstrates
how visionary leadership can uplift not
only a business, but an entire
community.



Lyra
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Some humans have an eye for beauty.
And then there is Marilouise van der
Merwe, whose ability to create
breathtaking spaces borders on sorcery. 

From my feline perspective — usually
stretched out on a warm patch of floor at
Fazenda — I’ve watched her transform
the Hermitage retreat into one of the
most sought‑after luxury destinations in
South Africa.
Her talent is not merely decorative; it is
visionary. Marilouise sees possibility
where others see empty rooms. She
shapes atmosphere, mood and experience
with a level of creativity that makes
humans gasp and cats purr. Leading
magazines have taken notice, but those
of us who live here know the truth:
Fazenda is extraordinary because
Marilouise poured her heart into it.

What I admire most (and I am famously
discerning) is her generosity. Beyond her
entrepreneurial success, she invests her
time, energy and spirit into community
initiatives — quietly, consistently, and
without seeking applause. 

REMARKABLE WOMEN: Marilouise VD Merwe  

She supports local projects, uplifts
people around her, and contributes
to Swellendam with a sincerity that
leaves a lasting imprint.

Her leadership is gentle but
unmistakable. Her commitment to
excellence is unwavering. And her
ability to make people feel welcome,
inspired and at ease is a rare gift —
one that elevates not only Fazenda,
but the entire community.
Marilouise van der Merwe is, without
question, one of Swellendam’s
remarkable women. A creator of
beauty, a giver of kindness, and a
human whose influence will be felt
for years to come.



From WhatsApp to Church Street: 
The Bargain Queen Story

Bargain Queen Thrift Shop began with
a simple question in July 2021: what do
people do with unwanted clothing,
impulse buys, and those items that
quietly slip to the back of the
cupboard? Anneke van Niekerk sent
out a WhatsApp message to her
contacts, offering to sell their pieces
on commission. Soon she was running
a small but determined operation
from home, handling clothing, shoes,
and homeware while still working
full‑time.

For two years she built her business
one item at a time. When she couldn’t
yet afford a shop, she made a plan —
an agreement with Gerrie Gerber of
Gerrie’s Cash Loans allowed her to set
up a Saturday‑morning stall on the
lawn: two rails, a gazebo, a table, and a
growing sense of possibility. Those
mornings became her training ground
in customer flow, pricing, and the art
of presentation.

By November 2024 she moved into a
larger space at 6 Church Street, where
Bargain Queen now operates with a
clear focus: clothing only, accepted
strictly on consignment, clean and
undamaged, each piece cared for
before it earns a hanger.

Her first premises arrived in April 2024
beside Swellie’s Car Wash in the
Checkers parking area. Small,
imperfect, but a step forward.  

Thrift shopping is more than
bargain hunting — it’s a gentle
antidote to waste, a way to give
good items a second life, and a
reminder that value doesn’t
disappear when ownership
changes. Selling through thrift is
equally empowering: it turns
forgotten clothes into small
earnings and keeps fashion
circulating within the
community.

Bargain Queen reflects all of this
— bright, fresh, curated, and
quietly woven into Swellendam’s
everyday rhythm



Monday August 17 = National Thrift Shop Day

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559858726745
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/celebrations/national-thrift-shop-day-august-17
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SET SUBJECTS 2026:

Jan - Books / Board games
Feb - Minimalism: lines & texture

March - Intentional camera movement(e.g. panning / blurred motion)
April - A dinner table still life (no people)

May - B&W portraits with high contrast
June - Reflective surfaces in 1:1

July - Not your average angle (super high / low / wide angle)
August - Forced perspective

September - An entrance to another “world” (man-made or natural)
October - Light rays in 16:9

November - Product photography: Herbs & spices
December - Admin/planning meeting
January 2027 - The world at my feet

If you'd like to join the Swellendam Camera Club, please send

an email to swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com 

We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month to discuss the

entries, share tips, tricks & stories behind the photos.

Swellendam Camera Club

https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub
mailto:swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com
mailto:swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com
mailto:swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com
mailto:swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com
mailto:swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com


A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

 GENERAL CATEGORY

Ian Fraser-Jones (Winner):  

  “Golden canola at the end of the rainbow”
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A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

 GENERAL CATEGORY

Valmai Le Grange (Runner Up):  

  “Icy Whale”
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https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub


A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

SET SUBJECT - FORCED PERSPECTIVE
Dirk Uys  (Winner):    

“ How to pause a sunset-The Lotus Flower”  Cover Photo
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https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub


SET SUBJECT - FORCED PERSPECTIVE

Valmai Le Grange (Runner Up):    

“Planting future crops in yesteryear” 
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A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub


A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

WILDLIFE CATEGORY.

Valmai Le Grange (Winner)  “Jackal Meal”
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https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub


A U G U S T  W I N N E R S

WILDLIFE CATEGORY.

Kevin Cocker  (Runner-Up)  “Lunch”
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https://www.facebook.com/SwellendamCameraClub
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We are running low on kibble and we need your help!

Every bag makes a difference to these little lives.

Swellendam SPCA

SPCA Charity Shop

52 Voortrek Street, Swellendam

OR

SPCA Building

51 Bontebok Street, Swellendam

PLEASE DROP OFF DONATIONS AT:

PUPPY KIBBLE URGENTLY
NEEDED!

Thank you, Swellendam! Every little bit helps. 🐾
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https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?itemid=1599807497
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in proud association with the
Twilight Dance Academy 
and the Drostdy Museum







https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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Wrought Iron



PRICE & DELIVERY
PRICE: R 3 900 (SLIGHTLY NEGOTIABLE FOR SERIOUS CASH BUYERS)
PICKUP: SWELLENDAM COLLECTION ONLY







https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary

Humans,
August has arrived, and with it comes one
of my favourite annual observances:
Simplify Your Life Week — a noble
tradition in which you finally admit that
your homes contain too many things, most
of which are not tuna.

This week encourages you to declutter your
surroundings, calm your minds, and release
anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I,
personally, spark joy. Your collection of
mismatched Tupperware does not.

Simplify Your Life Week

Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles
If it’s broken, bin it.

If you don’t need it, sell it

If you don’t use it, sell it

If it’s ugly, donate it.

If it’s sentimental, keep it.

If it’s tuna, give it to me.

As a cat of Buffeljags with refined tastes and a
deep understanding of human chaos, I feel it is
my civic duty to guide you through this sacred
week of simplification.

But let’s be clear: decluttering isn’t just about
tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space.
Every object you cling to whispers a demand
— dust me, move me, remember me — until
your brain resembles a storage unit. When you
let go of the unnecessary, you make room for
thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a
sunbeam.

Humans often underestimate the serenity of
emptiness. A clear shelf is not a void; it’s a
promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s
potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is
not clutter; it’s art.

This week is not only about clearing
cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind.
Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and
any human who says “I’ll pop in quickly” but
stays for three hours.

And let me  remind you of the ultimate
tool for Simplify Your Life Week — the
SELLAGRAM.

https://nationaltoday.com/simplify-your-life-week/
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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USEFUL
NUMBERS 



VETS & PETS
Wildlife Rescue First Responders:

VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Ross Soller: 060 367 8880 or Vicky Dreyer: 076 282 2219
Thomas Blom: 079 170 4843
Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy: 077 422 6980

John Mong:  071 833 9613
Russel Perks: 072 338 4033
Amy Mocke: 084 581 3526

SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:

Hermitage Vet: Lize Venter 028 007 0065 / 067 459 2438
Swellendam Dierehospitaal:  Dr Zelna Fourie, Adriaan Coetzee 028 514 1193
Oakhurst Animal Clinic: Marlia de Wet 028 514 1078

Carmen Stuart: 083 787 5376 or SBC 077422 6980
CHAMELEONS:

SPCA 
 028 514 2083
DOG GROOMING 
Snuf Snaf Doggy Parlour:  072 327 1050





Swellendam has always thrived on

neighbourly connection — the kind

that happens across counters, front

gardens, and familiar shop doors. In

recent years, this connection has

deepened through Local WhatsApp

Groups, where neighbours join their

specific community and interest groups.

This is where trust truly lies — in

people you know. 

Every business here, from the

long‑standing family enterprises to the

newest one‑person ventures, carries a

story worth hearing. And when those

stories are shared, something remarkable

happens: people find exactly what they

didn’t know they were looking for.

Some might jokingly call it a shill

moment when a business receives a

little extra attention, but the truth is

softer. Swellendam responds to

authenticity. People trust

recommendations that come from lived

experience, not slogans. When a service

is reliable, kind, and rooted in the

community, mentioning it isn’t

promotion — it’s neighbourly

encouragement.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHATTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE
(THE POWER OF LOCAL)

Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the

years. A small mention of  a plumber who

arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker

whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle

highlight of  a therapist, tutor, or

gardener — and suddenly residents begin

to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.”

It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern

sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s

deserved.

Local businesses are the backbone of  this

town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken,

feed what’s hungry, and keep life running

smoothly. When residents choose them,

they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship,

and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram

includes them in the newsletter, it’s never

about hype — it’s about helping the right

people find each other.

In a world full of  noise, Swellendam still

listens closely. Now, with Swellengram

available not only by email but also on

WhatsApp, its reach extends even further

into these trusted local networks.

Sometimes all a good business needs is a

quiet nudge in the right direction.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature


https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/chptr1-2%20%20Part%201
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Murder-in-the-Vineyard-Chapters3-4
https://swellengram.aflip.in/murder-in-the-vineyard-part-3
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature
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	Her innovative marketing strategies have not only elevated Wildebraam’s products, tasting room and accommodation, but have also played a significant role in positioning Swellendam as a must‑visit destination. From nationwide tradeshows to clever branding, collaborations and strong online presence, Natalie has consistently championed the town both directly and indirectly. Her work has brought attention, visitors and pride to the valley she calls home.
	Beyond her entrepreneurial achievements, Natalie is known for her love of gardening — especially flowers, from sunflowers to sweet peas — and for her passion for travel. Whether exploring abroad or touring within South Africa, the Drakensberg remains one of her favourite places to recharge and find inspiration
	Natalie’s commitment to excellence, her focus on quality, and her hospitality‑driven approach have made her a role model for aspiring entrepreneurs. Her story demonstrates how visionary leadership can uplift not only a business, but an entire community.
	Cheers to Natalie Turck — for her remarkable achievements, her dedication to Swellendam, and the countless moments of triumph still to come.
	REMARKABLE WOMEN: Marilouise VD Merwe
	Some humans have an eye for beauty. And then there is Marilouise van der Merwe, whose ability to create breathtaking spaces borders on sorcery.
	From my feline perspective — usually stretched out on a warm patch of floor at Fazenda — I’ve watched her transform the Hermitage retreat into one of the most sought‑after luxury destinations in South Africa. Her talent is not merely decorative; it is visionary. Marilouise sees possibility where others see empty rooms. She shapes atmosphere, mood and experience with a level of creativity that makes humans gasp and cats purr. Leading magazines have taken notice, but those of us who live here know the truth: Fazenda is extraordinary because Marilouise poured her heart into it.
	What I admire most (and I am famously discerning) is her generosity. Beyond her entrepreneurial success, she invests her time, energy and spirit into community initiatives — quietly, consistently, and without seeking applause.
	She supports local projects, uplifts people around her, and contributes to Swellendam with a sincerity that leaves a lasting imprint.
	Her leadership is gentle but unmistakable. Her commitment to excellence is unwavering. And her ability to make people feel welcome, inspired and at ease is a rare gift — one that elevates not only Fazenda, but the entire community. Marilouise van der Merwe is, without question, one of Swellendam’s remarkable women. A creator of beauty, a giver of kindness, and a human whose influence will be felt for years to come.
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	From WhatsApp to Church Street:
	The Bargain Queen Story
	Bargain Queen Thrift Shop began with a simple question in July 2021: what do people do with unwanted clothing, impulse buys, and those items that quietly slip to the back of the cupboard? Anneke van Niekerk sent out a WhatsApp message to her contacts, offering to sell their pieces on commission. Soon she was running a small but determined operation from home, handling clothing, shoes, and homeware while still working full‑time.
	For two years she built her business one item at a time. When she couldn’t yet afford a shop, she made a plan — an agreement with Gerrie Gerber of Gerrie’s Cash Loans allowed her to set up a Saturday‑morning stall on the lawn: two rails, a gazebo, a table, and a growing sense of possibility. Those mornings became her training ground in customer flow, pricing, and the art of presentation.
	Her first premises arrived in April 2024 beside Swellie’s Car Wash in the Checkers parking area. Small, imperfect, but a step forward.
	By November 2024 she moved into a larger space at 6 Church Street, where Bargain Queen now operates with a clear focus: clothing only, accepted strictly on consignment, clean and undamaged, each piece cared for before it earns a hanger.
	Thrift shopping is more than bargain hunting — it’s a gentle antidote to waste, a way to give good items a second life, and a reminder that value doesn’t disappear when ownership changes. Selling through thrift is equally empowering: it turns forgotten clothes into small earnings and keeps fashion circulating within the community.
	Bargain Queen reflects all of this — bright, fresh, curated, and quietly woven into Swellendam’s everyday rhythm
	Monday August 17 = National Thrift Shop Day
	Swellendam Camera Club
	SET SUBJECTS 2026:
	Jan - Books / Board games Feb - Minimalism: lines & texture March - Intentional camera movement(e.g. panning / blurred motion) April - A dinner table still life (no people) May - B&W portraits with high contrast June - Reflective surfaces in 1:1 July - Not your average angle (super high / low / wide angle) August - Forced perspective September - An entrance to another “world” (man-made or natural) October - Light rays in 16:9 November - Product photography: Herbs & spices December - Admin/planning meeting January 2027 - The world at my feet
	If you'd like to join the Swellendam Camera Club, please send an email to swellendamcameraclub@gmail.com
	We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month to discuss the entries, share tips, tricks & stories behind the photos.


	AUGUST WINNERS
	GENERAL CATEGORY
	Ian Fraser-Jones (Winner):
	“Golden canola at the end of the rainbow”


	AUGUST WINNERS
	GENERAL CATEGORY Valmai Le Grange (Runner Up):     “Icy Whale”

	AUGUST WINNERS
	SET SUBJECT - FORCED PERSPECTIVE Dirk Uys  (Winner):     “ How to pause a sunset-The Lotus Flower”  Cover Photo

	AUGUST WINNERS
	SET SUBJECT - FORCED PERSPECTIVE Valmai Le Grange (Runner Up):     “Planting future crops in yesteryear”

	AUGUST WINNERS
	WILDLIFE CATEGORY. Valmai Le Grange (Winner)  “Jackal Meal”

	AUGUST WINNERS
	WILDLIFE CATEGORY. Kevin Cocker  (Runner-Up)  “Lunch”

	PUPPY KIBBLE URGENTLY NEEDED!
	Swellendam SPCA
	PLEASE DROP OFF DONATIONS AT:
	SPCA Charity Shop
	52 Voortrek Street, Swellendam
	OR
	SPCA Building
	51 Bontebok Street, Swellendam
	Thank you, Swellendam! Every little bit helps. 🐾
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	(THE POWER OF LOCAL)
	Swellendam has always thrived on neighbourly connection — the kind that happens across counters, front gardens, and familiar shop doors. In recent years, this connection has deepened through Local WhatsApp Groups, where neighbours join their specific community and interest groups. This is where trust truly lies — in people you know.
	Every business here, from the long‑standing family enterprises to the newest one‑person ventures, carries a story worth hearing. And when those stories are shared, something remarkable happens: people find exactly what they didn’t know they were looking for.
	Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the years. A small mention of a plumber who arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle highlight of a therapist, tutor, or gardener — and suddenly residents begin to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.” It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s deserved.
	Some might jokingly call it a shill moment when a business receives a little extra attention, but the truth is softer. Swellendam responds to authenticity. People trust recommendations that come from lived experience, not slogans. When a service is reliable, kind, and rooted in the community, mentioning it isn’t promotion — it’s neighbourly encouragement.
	Local businesses are the backbone of this town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken, feed what’s hungry, and keep life running smoothly. When residents choose them, they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship, and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram includes them in the newsletter, it’s never about hype — it’s about helping the right people find each other.
	In a world full of noise, Swellendam still listens closely. Now, with Swellengram available not only by email but also on WhatsApp, its reach extends even further into these trusted local networks. Sometimes all a good business needs is a quiet nudge in the right direction.


