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Our Vision

Manaaki is offered and received. We work as a team. We act with
integrity. We are passionate. 

New Zealand’s most loved venue. Enriching lives through
exceptional experiences that create lifelong memories.

Our Purpose
Providing unforgettable experiences that connect our

communities.

Our Values

WRST Annual Report | Page 4



Our Vision

Manaaki is offered and received. We work as a team. We act with
integrity. We are passionate. 

New Zealand’s most loved venue. Enriching lives through
exceptional experiences that create lifelong memories.

Our Purpose
Providing unforgettable experiences that connect our

communities.

Our Values

WRST Annual Report | Page 4



Owen Gibson
Board of Trustees Chair

Warrick Dent
Chief Executive Officer

Tēnā koutou katoa 
 
It was another momentous year for Hnry Stadium as we welcomed our
12 millionth fan to the Stadium, and hosted a wide variety of major
events, providing exceptional experiences to our communities and
delivering significant social and economic benefits to the region. A
total of 442,505 came through the gates over the course of 12 months,
to both major event days and community events. 

CHAIR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT

Some highlights of the year:  
 

The All Blacks / Black Ferns test match double header with wins
over France and Australia respectively. We also hosted the All
Blacks vs South Africa Rugby Championship fixture. 
Welcoming Wrexham AFC to New Zealand as they took on the
Phoenix as part of their Wrexham Downunder tour. 
The thrills and spills of the sold-out Hot Wheels Monster Trucks
Live event, highlighting our ability to host a variety of events. 
The return of Ed Sheeran, who again delighted fans of all ages with
his biggest concert in the New Zealand leg of his Loop tour. 
An incredibly special ANZAC round NRL match between the NZ
Warriors and the Dolphins, in front of the biggest rugby league
crowd ever hosted at the stadium. 
Hosting the Super Rugby Pacific grand final, where the Hurricanes
defeated the Chiefs to win the title after a fantastic season. 
We welcomed our 12 millionth fan to the Stadium. 
Securing a long-term naming rights partnership with Hnry. 



Owen Gibson
Board of Trustees Chair

Warrick Dent
Chief Executive Officer

Tēnā koutou katoa 
 
It was another momentous year for Hnry Stadium as we welcomed our
12 millionth fan to the Stadium, and hosted a wide variety of major
events, providing exceptional experiences to our communities and
delivering significant social and economic benefits to the region. A
total of 442,505 came through the gates over the course of 12 months,
to both major event days and community events. 

CHAIR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT

Some highlights of the year:  
 

The All Blacks / Black Ferns test match double header with wins
over France and Australia respectively. We also hosted the All
Blacks vs South Africa Rugby Championship fixture. 
Welcoming Wrexham AFC to New Zealand as they took on the
Phoenix as part of their Wrexham Downunder tour. 
The thrills and spills of the sold-out Hot Wheels Monster Trucks
Live event, highlighting our ability to host a variety of events. 
The return of Ed Sheeran, who again delighted fans of all ages with
his biggest concert in the New Zealand leg of his Loop tour. 
An incredibly special ANZAC round NRL match between the NZ
Warriors and the Dolphins, in front of the biggest rugby league
crowd ever hosted at the stadium. 
Hosting the Super Rugby Pacific grand final, where the Hurricanes
defeated the Chiefs to win the title after a fantastic season. 
We welcomed our 12 millionth fan to the Stadium. 
Securing a long-term naming rights partnership with Hnry. 



NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERSHIP
After an extensive search, we were successful in securing Hnry Ltd as our new
naming rights partner, which was announced in January. Hnry is a Wellington-based
fintech company specialising in full digital accounting services for contractors,
freelancers, and sole traders.  
  
We were thrilled to embark on this new chapter with the Hnry team, with the
partnership officially commencing on 1 March 2026, when the stadium became Hnry
Stadium. The rebranding of our business and the Stadium itself was a significant
project. We have had an excellent start to our partnership with Hnry, and we look
forward to building on this in the coming months and years. 
 
We would like to acknowledge our outgoing partner, Sky, who we enjoyed a fantastic
relationship with over the six years that they were our naming rights partner. 

A Message From Hnry

“When Claire and I started Hnry at our dining room table in Wellington back in 2017, the idea
that we'd one day have our name on the stadium would have seemed pretty far-fetched.
But that's Wellington for you. It's a city that gets behind its own, and it got behind us long
before we'd earned it - the talented people who joined us, the tech community who cheered
us on, and the early customers who trusted a couple of local founders with their tax admin.
We owe this city an enormous amount, and putting our name on Hnry Stadium is simply our
way of backing Wellington the way Wellington has always backed us. 
 
What excites us most is who fills this place. Around one in five working New Zealanders is
self-employed, and they are everywhere in this stadium - in the stands, on the pitch,
running the food trucks outside, and even up on the roof painting the signage. They are
exactly the people Hnry exists to serve, and now they have a stadium with their name on it
too. As a business, we don't take ourselves too seriously, and so we fully intend to have a
bit of fun over the next five years - engaging our customers, getting involved in events, and
helping this iconic venue do what it does best: bringing Wellington together. Thank you for
having us. We couldn't be prouder to be part of the story!“

James Fuller
Hnry CEO and Co-founder
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Hnry Stadium hosted a total of 42 major event days for the year, attracting 427,371 fans
during the 12-month period. In addition, we host several community event days which
were attended by an additional 14,530 patrons. 
 
The financial year began with the return of test match rugby when we hosted both the
Black Ferns (v Australia) and the All Blacks (v France) in July, with both the Black Ferns
and the All Blacks winning convincingly. This was followed by the All Blacks v South
Africa in September in front of another full house. At the South Africa test match, the
Stadium hosted its 12 millionth patron since opening.  
 
British football, with a dusting of Hollywood, arrived in late July when we welcomed
Wrexham AFC to take on the Wellington Phoenix. Wrexham has become a household
name off the back of the Welcome to Wrexham TV series, with the event attracting
football fans along with fans of the show. The match itself was an entertaining fixture,
providing a memorable occasion for both fans and the youthful Phoenix team who won
the match. 
 
Hot Wheels Monster Trucks Live showcased the Stadium’s flexibility to be able to deliver a
variety of large-scale events. With almost 24,000 in attendance, the family-oriented
audience enjoyed the show. Building, using, and dismantling a giant earth track in the
middle of a sports field all within a 72-hour period was an incredible logistical
achievement. With all the Hot Wheels toys brought to life in oversized scale, it was an
event that kids of all ages loved. 
 
At the beginning of November, we hosted an early season cricket match, and our first ODI
since 2019, with the Blackcaps winning by two wickets against England. International
cricket returned in March, as we hosted a T20 international double header, with the White
Ferns and the Blackcaps taking on South Africa. These matches once again demonstrated
that Hnry Stadium is a great venue for international cricket, and we look forward to more
cricket content in the coming years.  
 
January saw Ed Sheeran delight fans of all ages with nearly 39,000 enjoying a
spectacular production including an incredible LED screen installation and an audacious
extendable bridge to a B stage in the middle of the audience. A huge thank you to Frontier
Touring for once again working with us to deliver an amazing concert and experience for
all. 

The Phoenix had a mixed season in 2025/26 with 6 wins, 3 draws and 6 losses at home,
but finished the season strongly with two impressive home wins. The highlight of the
season was the Phoenix women’s and Phoenix men's double header we hosted in
November against Canberra and Auckland FC. 

MAJOR EVENTS 
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Event Out of region ticket sales 
All Blacks / Black Ferns 46%

Wrexham AFC vs Phoenix 33%

All Blacks vs South Africa 48%

Hot Wheels Monster Trucks 33%

Ed Sheeran 28%

NZ Warriors vs Dolphins 37%

In what was an incredibly special ANZAC round NRL match between the NZ
Warriors and the Dolphins, we attracted the biggest rugby league crowd ever
hosted at the stadium. The sellout crowd created an electric atmosphere, and
were rewarded by a hard fought 20-18 win for the Warriors. 
 
The Hurricanes had a fantastic season, including an unbeaten season at home
and a run of three finals matches at Hnry Stadium. The highlight of the season
was undoubtedly the Super Rugby Pacific grand final, with the Hurricanes
putting on a complete performance in the 60-5 victory over the Chiefs in front of
a sold-out crowd. 
 
Over the year we were proud to deliver a strong programme of major events that
not only thrilled local audiences, but attracted significant visitation from outside
the region, and in turn providing economic benefit to the city and region and
benefitting local business.  
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A summary of the major fixtures and events held at Hnry Stadium during the year:

DATE EVENT RESULT CROWD

Jul 12, 2025 Rugby Tests: Black Ferns v Australia
All Blacks v France

Win 37-12
Win 43-17 32,274

Jul 19, 2025 Football: Phoenix FC v Wrexham AFC Win 1-0 21,420

22-23 Aug-25 Exhibition: Beervana 9,311

29-31 Aug-25 Exhibition: Food Show 5,854

5-7 Sep-25 Exhibition: The Home & Garden Show 5,397

Sep 13, 2025 Rugby Test: All Blacks v South Africa Loss 10-43 32,679

Sep 27, 2025 Hot Wheels/Monster Trucks Live 23,920

Oct 26, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC v Brisbane Roar FC Win 2-1 5,498

Nov 1, 2025 Cricket ODI: Black Caps v England Win 7,135

Nov 8, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC (W) v Canberra United
Phoenix FC (M) v Auckland FC

Draw 1-1
Loss 1-2 11,044

Nov 22, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC v Macarthur FC Loss 0-1 3,331

Nov 29, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC v Adelaide United Win 2-1 2,651

Dec 14, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC v Newcastle Jets FC Loss 1-3 3,011

Dec 21, 2025 A League: Phoenix FC v Central Coast Mariners Win 3-1 3,786

Jan 11, 2026 A League: Phoenix FC v Adelaide United Draw 2-2 3,085

Jan 21, 2026 Concert: Ed Sheeran 38,830

Jan 30, 2026 A League: Phoenix v Melbourne City FC Draw 2-2 3,673

Feb 6, 2026 A League: Phoenix FC (W) v Perth Glory
Phoenix FC (M) v Melbourne Victory

Win 1-0
Loss 2-3 5,787

Feb 20, 2026 Super Rugby: Hurricanes v Moana Pasifika Win 52-10 10,967

Feb 21, 2026 A League: Phoenix FC v Auckland FC Loss 0-5 9,684

Mar 1, 2026 A League: Phoenix FC v Sydney FC Loss 0-1 4,109

Mar 14, 2026 A League: Phoenix FC (M) v Perth Glory
Phoenix FC (W) v Brisbane Roar

Win 2-0
Win 3-0 3,854

Mar 22, 2026 T/20 Cricket: White Ferns v South Africa
Blackcaps v South Africa

Win
Loss 7,733

Mar 28, 2026 Super Rugby: Hurricanes v Reds Win 52-14 11,721

3-5 Apr-26 Exhibition: Armageddon 15,713

Apr 11, 2026 Super Rugby: Hurricanes v Blues Win 42-19 12,585

Apr 25, 2026 NRL: Warriors v Dolphins Win 20-18 32,495

May 1, 2026 Super Rugby: Hurricanes v Crusaders Win 38-31 15,507

8-10 May-26 Exhibition: Better Home & Living Show 4,746

May 23, 2026 Super Rugby: Hurricanes v Highlanders Win 45-28 13,537

Jun 5, 2026 Super Rugby Quarter Final: Hurricanes v Brumbies Win 66-12 10,393

Jun 13, 2026 Super Rugby Semifinal: Hurricanes v Blues Win 57-21 22,619

Jun 20, 2026 Super Rugby Grand Final: Hurricanes v Chiefs Win 60-5 33,022

Total attendance 427,371
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EXHIBITIONS 
 
Five different exhibitions were held, across 14 days and with over 41,000 patrons attending.
These events continue to enhance Hnry Stadium’s reputation as a multi-purpose venue and
as a great venue for large scale exhibitions. Armageddon, Beervana, the Food Show, Better
Home & Living Show, and the Home & Garden Show were all well attended and provide an
enormous variety of content for Wellingtonians.  
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
The Trust is proud to be able to give back to the regional community by making the Stadium
available for a variety of community uses.  
 
We again supported the annual gala dinner for the Wellington Homeless Women’s Trust, an
event which brings together both business and political leaders to raise money to help
support some of the most vulnerable in our community. 
 
We hosted Eid Al Fitr in April and Eid Al Adha in June of 2026. It was a pleasure to welcome
the Eid celebrations to the Stadium for a fourth year, bringing together the Wellington Muslim
community.  
 
The Stadium was the base for the Wellington Marathon/Half/10k events, with each of the
4,011 participants starting and finishing at the Stadium. 
 
We were proud to host the Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, which was a great success and
the largest Relay for Life in the southern hemisphere, raising the most money across all
events in New Zealand. 
 
We also hosted a Christmas at the Stadium event in December. This event was an initiative
aimed at bringing joy and holiday spirit to families in the Wellington region who may not have
the opportunity to enjoy a traditional Christmas celebration. It was attended by around 200
and supported by the Stadium Trust, Go Media, our caterer O’Brien Group and other partners. 
 
Other community events included the Shakespeare Globe Centre NZ production, and the two
e-waste recycling events. 
 
We also continue to make the facility available as a training site for a variety of groups such
as the emergency services.  

COMMUNITY & EXHIBITIONS
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LOOKING AHEAD
As we look to the next 12 months we have an exciting events calendar in place, having
already hosted an All Blacks test in July. The year ahead will also see International One Day
and T20 cricket, Race of Champions, the System of a Down with Faith no More concert, and
many more events and experiences that will no doubt create lifelong memories for all fans. 

BASIN RESERVE 
 
The Trust’s turf team also provided turf management services to the Basin Reserve Trust,
and it was again a busy year at this venue  Events included the T20 Super Smash
competition and Finals weekend, Ford Trophy, Hally-Burton Shield and Plunket Shield
cricket. International cricket matches hosted were the Blackcaps v West Indies test match,
two matches in the White Ferns v South Africa ODI series. 
 
STADIUM IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The Trust continues to make improvements to the Stadium, to both maintain the building and
assets, and to build on and improve the experience of all of our users and patrons. 
 
The seismic resilience project continued throughout the year, with excellent progress being
made which saw the project completed in late August 2026. The primary objective of the
project has been to improve the seismic resilience of the building.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 
We continue to focus on sustainability, and managing our impact on the environment,
including our waste management systems and processes to ensure we divert stadium waste
from landfill.

During the year we have diverted 85% of event generated waste from landfill, with 65%
recycled and 20% composted. At some events, as little as 5% of the event waste generated
was sent to landfill. 

 We continue to collaborate with Kai Ika and the Cans for Kai initiative. All recyclable cans
used at events are sorted on site and collected. Cans for Kai recycle the cans at a local metal
recycler and use the funds to produce meals for those in need in our local community. 
 
We continue to use reusable cups from Fillgood as a replacement for single use wine cups at
all sporting events. Fillgood is a Wellington based reusable service-ware organisation that
the Trust has played a key role in establishing, including providing space at the Stadium for
their cleaning facility. 
 
We hosted public Echo e-waste recycling events in both November 2025 and May 2026,
with the May event alone collecting almost 20,000 kg of e-waste for recycling.  

With a strong and positive year, the financial result for the 12 months to 30 June 2026 was a
net surplus of $6.0m compared to the prior year surplus of $1.1m; with growth in total
revenue to $25.2m (2025 - $15.8m) under pinned by the event income $11.3m, up from
$4.9m in the previous year. 
 
The increase in event income was due to the strong calendar of events driving strong
attendances and revenues. Revenue included Grant income of $5.88m, $2.94m each from
the Greater Wellington Regional Council and Wellington City Council, which are contributions
to capital projects including the seismic resilience project. 
 
Capital expenditure during the period was $13.5m, with approximately 75% of the spend
relating to the seismic resilience improvement works. Several other capital projects were
undertaken during the year including the change of signage to reflect the new naming rights
sponsor and replacement of the public address system. 

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
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the Greater Wellington Regional Council and Wellington City Council, which are contributions
to capital projects including the seismic resilience project. 
 
Capital expenditure during the period was $13.5m, with approximately 75% of the spend
relating to the seismic resilience improvement works. Several other capital projects were
undertaken during the year including the change of signage to reflect the new naming rights
sponsor and replacement of the public address system. 

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
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Hnry Stadium is proud of its position as an iconic venue for the Wellington region. The diverse
range of events that we provide each year is possible thanks to the support of our key
stakeholders, the Greater Wellington Regional Council and Wellington City Council, along with
WellingtonNZ. 
 
A huge thank you to all our commercial partners who we have worked with over the year. We
also continue to be incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of our Stadium members, and
corporate box holders, including those who have been with us from the start and those that
joined us over the year. 
 
We achieve such a diverse and successful calendar of events only with the support of our
event partners. We thank the following for partnering with us over the year: 

 

 

Thank you to our Board of Trustees for their ongoing support and guidance and to the staff
whose hard work and commitment contributes directly to the success of the Stadium. We
would also like to thank all our event partners who choose Hnry Stadium to host their events
and to the fans and attendees who make these events so special.  
 
I took over as Chair from 1 January 2026, with Rachel Taulelei remaining on the Board before
finishing her term as a Trustee in June 2026. We would like to acknowledge the significant
contribution that Rachel made to the Trust over her 12 years on the Board including 4 years as
the Chair.  

Hurricanes Rugby Wellington Phoenix New Zealand Rugby New Zealand Cricket
NZ Warriors Frontier Touring TEG Sport Armageddon
XPO Exhibitions Jade Promotions Wellington Culinary Events Trust

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Phillippa Harford resigned from the Board in October 2025, and we welcomed Rhonda
Richardson as a new trustee in April 2026, who now also chairs the Finance, Audit & Risk
committee. 

Our success is enabled by our high performing, high energy team. We would like to recognise
and thank our team, who worked tirelessly over the year to deliver major events for the
Wellington region.  
 
We are supported by several key delivery partners and contractors, including O’Brien Group
NZ, Red Badge, and ISS, all of whom go above and beyond in working with us to provide
unforgettable experiences that connect our communities.  
 
It was a positive year for the Trust and the Stadium, delivering several significant events that
contributed to the local economy, community, and the vibrancy of the Wellington region. At the
same time the Stadium underwent a complete rebrand as we became Hnry Stadium and
continued to make progress with major capital projects and improvements. 
  
We look forward to continuing to play a significant role for the region, bringing a wide range of
sporting, entertainment, community, and other events for those living in and visiting the
Wellington region to enjoy - contributing to the social and economic wellbeing of the
Wellington region.

Owen Gibson
Board of Trustees Chair

Warrick Dent
Chief Executive Officer
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WRST FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Incorporated
Statement of Comprehensive Revenue & Expense
For the Year Ended 30 June 2026
Notes 2026 2025

$000 $000
Revenues
From Exchange Transactions
Event Revenues 11,281 4,873 
Corporate Box, Membership & Sponsorship Revenues 4,213 4,057 

1 Sundry income 3,786 3,803 
19,280 12,733 

From Non-Exchange Transactions

2 Grant income               5,881           3,080 
Total Revenue 25,161 15,813 

3 Less Operating Expenses 15,079 10,570 

Operating Surplus before Depreciation & Finance costs 10,082 5,243 
Less:

9 Depreciation 3,917 3,909 
4 Finance costs 214 222 

Total comprehensive revenue & expense 5,951 1,112 

Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Incorporated
Statement of Changes in Net Assets
For the Year Ended 30 June 2026
Notes 2026 2025

$000 $000

Balance at 1 July 94,553 93,441 

Total comprehensive revenue & expense for the year 5,951 1,112 

Balance at 30 June 100,504 94,553 
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Notes 2026 2025
$000 $000

TRUST FUNDS
Accumulated Surplus 60,109 54,158

5 Limited Recourse Loans
5 Greater Wellington Regional Council 25,000 25,000

Wellington City Council 15,395 15,395
Total Trust Funds & Limited Recourse Loans 100,504 94,553

6 NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Borrowings 4,700 4,700

Revenue in Advance 447 8

Total Non-Current Liabilities 5,147 4,708

7 CURRENT LIABILITIES
8 Revenue in Advance 1,836 2,223

Payables 3,921 2,202
Total Current Liabilities 5,757 4,425

TOTAL FUNDING 111,408 103,686

Represented by:

9 NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Property Plant & Equipment 103,466 94,128
Total Non-Current Assets 103,466 94,128

10 CURRENT ASSETS

11 Cash and cash equivalents 5,788 8,092

Receivables & Prepayments 2,154 1,466
Total Current Assets 7,942 9,558

TOTAL ASSETS 111,408 103,686

Notes 2026 2025
$000 $000

CASH FLOWS FROM / (USED IN) OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Cash was provided from:
Event and operating income      10,641         5,413 

Corporate box, membership and sponsorship income        4,432         4,191 

Grant income         5,881         3,080 

Interest income            280             329

Sundry income        3,475         3,421 

     24,709      16,434 

Cash was applied to:

Payments to suppliers and employees       (14,428)    (10,513)

Interest paid          (214)          (222)

18 Goods and services tax           (129)          (660)
   (14,771)    (11,395)

Net cash inflow from operating activities         9,938         5,039 

CASH FLOWS FROM / (USED IN) INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Cash was provided from:

Disposal of property, plant & equipment                  2                  -   

Cash was applied to:
Purchase of property, plant & equipment    (12,244)       (6,167)

Net cash (outflow) from investing activities    (12,242)       (6,167)

CASH FLOWS FROM / (USED IN) FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Cash was applied to:

Finance lease repayments                  -                  (7)

Net cash inflow from financing activities                  -                  (7)

NET INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN CASH HELD        (2,304)       (1,135)

Cash at beginning of the period                                           8,092         9,227 

10 CASH AT END OF THE PERIOD          5,788         8,092 

Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Incorporated
Statement of Financial Position
As at 30 June 2026

On behalf of the Trustees:

Trustee Trustee
Date: 30 September 2026

Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Incorporated
Statement of Cash Flows
For the Year Ended 30 June 2026
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