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After initially facing 
the possibility of cancel-
lation, the Ruskin Vet-
erans Day Parade will 
return to U.S. 41 this fall, 
thanks to generous com-
munity support.

The 48th annual 
Ruskin Veterans Day 
Parade is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 7, 
with the parade stepping 
o! at 11 a.m. along the 
northbound lanes of U.S. 
41 in Ruskin. The route 
will run from Fifth Av-
enue Southeast to 11th 
Avenue Northeast, the same 
route used last year.

The Greater SouthShore 
Chamber of Commerce re-
cently announced that the 
longtime community tradi-
tion would move forward fol-
lowing a generous donation 
made on behalf of local veterans.

The announcement came after the cham-
ber shared concerns about the rising costs 
associated with safely and successfully 
hosting the parade. Community members 
responded with financial support and en-
couragement, ultimately providing the fund-
ing needed to move forward.

Christopher Ligori & Associates, Military 
Family Support and Ruskin Memorial VFW 
Post 6287 are among the main sponsors 
supporting the 2026 parade. Hillsborough 
County Representative Michael Owen also 
played an integral role in helping organizers 
secure the remaining funds needed to pro-
vide a safe and fun community celebration.

“We are incredibly grateful to everyone 
who stepped forward with financial sup-
port, encouragement and a willingness to 
help,” the chamber said.

For 48 years, the parade has brought 
together veterans, military organizations, 
businesses, schools, civic groups, marching 

bands and fam-
ilies to honor 
those who have 
served the na-
tion.

O r g a n i z e r s 
e m p h a s i z e d 
that the event 
is a community 
e!ort relying 
on volunteers, 
sponsors, busi-
nesses and orga-
nizations to keep 
the tradition go-
ing. The parade 
gives residents 

an opportunity to line 
U.S. 41, wave flags and 
show their apprecia-
tion for veterans from 
the SouthShore com-
munity and beyond.

Following the pa-
rade, an awards cere-

mony will be held at Ruskin Memorial VFW 
Post 6287, located at 5120 N. U.S. 41 in 
Apollo Beach.

Businesses, schools, civic groups, organi-
zations and other community members in-
terested in participating are encouraged to 
register with the chamber. Military and vet-
eran organizations are not required to pay a 
participation fee.

The current registration deadline is Sun-
day, October 4, although organizers expect 
that deadline to be extended.

The parade committee is also continuing 
to accept donations to help cover remaining 
expenses.

“Together, we will give our veterans the 
celebration they so richly deserve,” said Bon-
nie Peacock, executive director of the Great-
er SouthShore Chamber of Commerce.

For registration, donations or additional 
information, visit the chamber website at 
www.southshorechamberofcommerce.org 
or call the chamber at 813-645-1366.

Buddy Brew Co!ee 
opened inside the Riv-
erview Sprouts Farmers 
Market on September 23, 
bringing its full cafe menu 
to 12960 S. U.S. 301.

The new location is the 
sixth of 10 Buddy Brew 
cafes planned inside 
Sprouts stores across 
the region. Buddy Brew 
President and co-founder 
Susan Ward said Sprouts 
approached the company 
and selected it as its cof-
fee partner for Florida.

“We love them, they 
are great,” Ward said.

She pointed to Sprouts’ 
culture, commitment to quality and hos-
pitality as reasons the partnership works 
well for Buddy Brew.

Buddy Brew also helped shape the cafe’s 
appearance.

“We partnered with them on the build-
out. They were wonderful in allowing us 
to really have a big say in design so that it 
looks like a Buddy Brew,” Ward said.

The cafe serves espresso drinks, brewed 
co!ee, cold brews, matcha, smoothies, 
breakfast and lunch items, pastries and 
seasonal specialty drinks.

Sprouts store manager Matt Rainey said 
shoppers had been asking for another cof-
fee option.

“I think it gives the people of Riverview 
a di!erent option on local co!ee, and it’s 
going to bring more foot tra"c to our lo-
cation. Customers have been asking and 
asking, and they’re super excited about it,” 

Rainey said.
He said 

c u s t o m e r s 
welcome an 
alternative to 
Dunkin’ and 
Starbucks.

W a r d 
praised the 
R i v e r v i e w 
team and the 
friendly at-
mosphere it 
creates. She 
said Buddy 
Brew’s “Brew 
good. Do 
good.” cul-
ture means 
treating cus-
tomers and 
team mem-
bers with 
genuine care.

The compa-
ny’s Sprouts 
e x p a n s i o n 
continues be-
yond River-
view.

“ C a r r o l l -
wood’s next, 
and then we 

have Palm Harbor, Trinity and Sarasota,” 
Ward said.

For the opening, Buddy Brew o!ered 
gift bags containing merchandise, gift 
cards and other items to the first 25 
guests in line. Guests also had a chance to 
win free co!ee for a year.

The Riverview cafe is open daily from 7 
a.m.-5 p.m. Susan and Dave Ward invite 
people who work nearby to stop in before 
work, during lunch or at the end of their 
shift to see what Buddy Brew has to o!er.

Ph: 813-657-2418   
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By Brian Bokor

BUDDY BREW COFFEE OPENS INSIDE 
RIVERVIEW SPROUTS

Buddy Brew Co!ee is owned by co-founders 
Dave and Susan Ward.

By Marie Gilmore

COMMUNITY BRINGS 48TH ANNUAL 
RUSKIN VETERANS DAY PARADE BACK

Adventure is reaching new heights at YMCA Camp Cristina in Riverview 
with a new 30-foot-high challenge course designed to bring 

climbing, teamwork, confidence-building and plenty of thrills to the 
community. See full story on Page 14.
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This October marks 
13 years since Becky 
McDaniels opened her 
first Mathnasium, and 
when she thinks about 
those years, she thinks 
about the people who 
have walked through her 
doors. 

“We’ve had the privi-
lege of serving so many 
students and families, 
and we’ve also had some 
incredible people be-
come part of our Math-
nasium team along the 
way,” McDaniels said. 
“Every student, family 
and team member has 
become part of our story, 
and they’ve certainly become part of mine.

“I’ve watched team members grow in 
confidence and leadership and go on to do 
amazing things, and through all of that, 
they’ve helped me grow too,” she said. “I 
started Mathnasium because I wanted to 
make a di!erence for kids, but 13 years lat-
er, I can honestly say that they have made 
just as much of a di!erence in my life.”

Today, McDaniels and her team are in-
credibly grateful to have two locations serv-
ing the community, Mathnasium of Brandon 
and Mathnasium of Riverview.

“We’re looking forward to continuing that 
journey with Mathnasium of Parrish when 
God provides us with the right space,” Mc-
Daniels said. “We’re excited about what 
the future holds, but we’re also incredibly 
thankful for where we are and for all of the 
families who have trusted us along the way. 
That’s what makes this anniversary so spe-
cial to me. Mathnasium has never just been 
a business. It’s been 13 years of relation-
ships, growth and getting to do work that I 

truly love.
Something Mc-

Daniels and her team 
are especially excited 
about right now is 
Mathnasium Plus.

“For years, we’ve 
helped students who 
need to catch up, but 
we’ve always worked 
with advanced stu-
dents as well,” she 
said. “Mathnasium 
Plus gives us an excit-
ing additional way to 
serve students who 
are already perform-
ing well and are ready 
for more. Sometimes 
a child gets over-

looked simply because they’re getting A’s. 
Everyone thinks, ‘They’re doing great. They 
don’t need anything,’ but an advanced stu-
dent needs to be challenged too. We don’t 
want a child who loves math to become 
bored with it. We want to feed that curi-
osity.”

Mathnasium Plus is designed for stu-
dents who are ready to go deeper, think dif-
ferently, solve more challenging problems 
and stretch their mathematical thinking.

“It’s not about piling on more worksheets 
or just racing ahead to the next grade lev-
el,” McDaniels said “It’s about giving strong 
math students the opportunity to explore, 
problem-solve and develop the kind of 
mathematical thinking that will continue 
to serve them as they move into more ad-
vanced coursework. We’re really excited to 
bring that opportunity to our families.”

Mathnasium of Brandon is located at 
1048 E. Bloomingdale Ave. in Valrico, vis-
it www.mathnasium.com/math-centers/
brandon or call 813-655-6284.

MATHNASIUM MARKS 13 YEARS OF 
MATH, MENTORSHIP AND COMMUNITY

By Libby Hopkins

!is October marks 13 years since Becky 
McDaniels opened her "rst Mathnasium in the 

Brandon Community. 

Advanced sanitizing technology

Diagnose, repair, & install 

 www.bar-b-clean.com/TampaBay
Text or call: 813.295.6300

Would you cook in
a dirty oven?

Dirty grills harbor: 
Grease

Bacteria

Carcinogens 

GrillWell+™ Membership plans for additional savings
& stress-free maintenance 

Veteran-owned & locally trusted 

Google reviews 

Then don’t grill on one.

Christian Broth-
ers Automotive is 
inviting local fami-
lies to take part in 
its annual National 
Day of Service on 
Saturday, October 
10, when its Valri-
co, Riverview and 
Apollo Beach lo-
cations will come 
together to provide 
free automotive 
services and a day 
of support for fam-
ilies in need.

The event will run from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at all three locations. Complimentary oil 
changes and automotive assistance will 
be available, along with car washes, give-
aways and activities for children.

The event is designed with widows and 
single mothers in mind, providing families 
with an opportunity to have their vehicles 
cared for while enjoying a welcoming com-
munity event.

“We aim to make an even greater impact 
than in previous years,” said Paul Clason, 
service manager at Christian Brothers Au-
tomotive in Riverview.

The three locations are working with 
local churches, vendors and nonprofit or-
ganizations to make the event possible. 
Community partners are helping provide 
automotive supplies, food, beverages, chil-
dren’s activities, giveaways and other re-
sources.

Families attending can expect breakfast 
and lunch items, co!ee and cold beverages, 
as well as activities for children, including 
games and other family-friendly entertain-
ment.

The Christian 
Brothers Auto-
motive teams are 
also seeking com-
munity partners 
willing to donate 
or sponsor items 
for the event. Re-
quested contribu-
tions include food 
and beverages, 
automotive sup-
plies, oil, filters, 
wiper blades and 
repair credits. 

Businesses and organizations can also con-
tribute coloring books, arts and crafts sup-
plies, games, small toys, gift cards, ra"e 
items and other giveaways.

Bounce house or inflatable sponsorships 
and volunteers are also welcome.

“Every contribution helps us do a little 
more for a family in our community,” the 
company said in its community partnership 
invitation. “Whether you help us service a 
vehicle, provide a meal or give a child some-
thing fun to do while their parent’s vehicle 
is being cared for, you are helping us show 
our neighbors that their community cares.”

The National Day of Service is part of 
Christian Brothers Automotive’s broader 
commitment to serving the communities 
where its locations operate.

Families interested in participating can 
schedule their complimentary service 
through the individual location links:

Riverview: nsd.cbac.com/e/cjhn6gn3 
Valrico: nsd.cbac.com/e/67wjn5ca 
Apollo Beach: nsd.cbac.com/e/u4nxkk7d
For more information, contact Christian 

Brothers Automotive Riverview at 813-
677-7007.

By Marie Gilmore

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS 
AUTOMOTIVE HOSTS FREE SERVICE 

DAY FOR LOCAL FAMILIES

Receive notifications for:

• Severe Weather
• Road Closures
• Evacuation Notices
• Service Interruptions
• Public Health/Safety  
   Warnings

Get Connected.  
Stay Alert.

HCFL.gov/HCFLAlert
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Join the Hillsborough 
County Public Library Co-
operative for engaging, 
entertaining and informa-
tive free programs for the 
entire family in October. 
The events listed below 
are only a sampling of 
the many scheduled. Find 
more listings under the 
“Events & Classes” tab at https://hcplc.org/.

The views expressed in these programs 
are those of the presenters and do not nec-
essarily reflect the o!cial policies, positions 
or opinions of Hillsborough County, Tam-
pa-Hillsborough County Public Libraries or 
the Friends of the Library of Tampa-Hills-
borough County Inc., which do not endorse 
the presenters. For more information about 
these and the many other programs at your 
library, call 813-273-3652 or visit https://
hcplc.org/.

Be social! Like the Tampa-Hillsborough 
County Public Library System on Facebook 
and follow @TampaHillsLib on Instagram, X 
and YouTube.

Stripped and Script: Loyalist Women 
Writers of the American Revolution

In this talk, Dr. Kacy Dowd Tillman of-
fers a new perspective on patriotism and 
the American Revolution by examining the 
letters and journals of female loyalists. Rec-
ommended for adults. Registration recom-
mended.

It’ll be held on Thursday, October 8, 7-8 
p.m., at Riverview Public Library, 9951 Balm 
Riverview Rd. in Riverview.

Hand-embroidered Greeting Cards: Amer-
ica’s 250th Edition

Join in to learn about the history of greet-
ing cards and make your own using begin-
ner-friendly stitches to hand-embroider a 
patriotic-themed card for a friend or loved 
one. All supplies provided. Recommended 

for adults. Registration rec-
ommended. 

It’ll be held on Monday, 
October 12, 6-7 p.m., at 
Bloomingdale Regional Public 
Library, 1906 Bloomingdale 
Ave. in Valrico, as well as on 
Friday, October 16, 3:30-5 
p.m., at Ruskin Branch Library, 
26 Dickman Dr. SE in Ruskin.

Exploring the World of Flags: America’s 
250th Edition

Explore the world through flags. Flags are 
everywhere, sometimes in unexpected plac-
es. Learn about the variety of flags that sur-
round us in everyday life and create a deco-
rative door flag. Recommended for children. 
Registration recommended. 

It’ll be held on Tuesday, October 13, 3-4 
p.m., at Bloomingdale Regional Public Li-
brary, 1906 Bloomingdale Ave. in Valrico.

Florida-Friendly Landscaping: Going Batty
Learn all about bats, including what spe-

cies we have in Florida, what they eat, how 
they hunt and how they use ultrasonic sys-
tems to navigate. Recommended for adults. 
Registration recommended.

It’ll be held on Saturday, October 17, 11 
a.m.-12 Noon, at Bloomingdale Regional 
Public Library, 1906 Bloomingdale Ave. in 
Valrico.

Hillsborough County Fire Rescue Engine 
Visit

Join in for a fire engine visit. Observe the 
vehicle and its tools, gain insight into fire-
fighting operations and witness firefighters 
in their bunker gear and air packs. Firefight-
ers will cover topics such as home escape 
plans and their community assistance role. 
Recommended for children. Registration 
recommended. 

It’ll be held on Monday, October 19, 2-2:45 
p.m., at Ruskin Branch Library, 26 Dickman 
Dr. SE in Ruskin.

Sta! Report

SEA MONSTERS AND SECRET INK 
BRING ADVENTURES TO LIBRARIES

The board of directors for 
Make-A-Wish Southern Flor-
ida, a nonprofit that grants 
life-changing wishes for crit-
ically ill children, has chosen 
Dennis Crowley as its chairman. 
He’ll lead the group of business 
professionals and community 
volunteers that govern the or-
ganization during its next two 
fiscal years.

Crowley, who is also chair-
man of the board at Doctor’s 
Choice Pharmacy, will be joined 
as an o!cer on the Make-A-Wish board by 
Ricky Patel (Akerman LLP), vice chair, and 
Karen Ford, treasurer. Diego Ojeda (Rilea 
Group) will join as a member.

“Some people want things to happen. Oth-
ers pray that they happen,” said Crowley, a 
Make-A-Wish board member since 2016. 
“But what I’m especially proud of is that this 
team works together to ensure things do 
happen that benefit kids and families.”

The medically eligible children Make-A-
Wish serves most often ‘wish to be’ (some-
thing), ‘wish to meet’ (someone), ‘wish to go’ 
(somewhere), ‘wish to have’ (something) or 
‘wish to give’ (to a cause), and the organi-
zation makes this happen for each child and 
their entire family at no cost or obligation. In 
addition to helping determine the nonprofit’s 

strategic direction, board 
members actively fund-
raise to make these dreams 
come true.

“Dennis has had a signifi-
cant impact on our success 
during his many years on 
the board and, most re-
cently, as vice chair,” said 
Norman Wedderburn, pres-
ident and CEO of Make-A-
Wish Southern Florida. “He 
is a dynamic leader that be-
lieves in our mission to his 

very core, and we’re fortunate he’s commit-
ted his time and talent to our e"orts.”

Make-A-Wish Southern Florida (www.
wish.org/sfla) has granted more than 
15,000 life-changing wishes since 1983 for 
critically ill children. It aims to grant a wish 
for every medically eligible child in its terri-
tory and understands wishes aren’t just nice 
— they’re necessary for kids and families at 
some of the most di!cult times in their lives.

The Southern Florida chapter’s territory 
includes 22 counties/four regions: South-
east and Southwest Florida, the Suncoast 
and Tampa Bay. It also includes the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands.

Follow and engage with Make-A-Wish 
Southern Florida on Facebook, X, Instagram, 
YouTube, LinkedIn and TikTok.

Sta! Report

MAKE-A-WISH SOUTH FLORIDA NAMES 
NEW CHAIR AND OFFICERS 

Resort-Style Senior Living

Now Open
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PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
(never known to fail) 

O Most beautiful !owers of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. O Star of the 

Sea, help me and show me here you are my mother. O Holy Mary Mother of God,  
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart, to  
succeed me in my necessity (make request). "ere are none that can withstand your 
power. O Mary conceived without sin pray for us who have recourse to thee (three 

times). Holy Mary I place this cause in your hands (three times).  
Say this prayer for three consecutive days and then you must publish and it will be granted to you. 

T.O.C.M.B.
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P.F. Auto Glass, Inc.
Repair.  Replace. Recalibrate.

A Complete Auto Glass

Service Company
FL Reg #MV-24096

Preferred by your 
insurance company.

813-741-3633 • WWW.PFAUTOGLASS.COM
Serving Our Community Since 1994!

The Guy Harvey 
Foundation (GHF), a 
not-for-profit dedi-
cated to protecting 
marine life and in-
troducing the next 
generation to the 
ocean through edu-
cation and scientific 
research, recently 
hosted more than 
130 elementary, 
middle and high 
school educators from 
throughout Florida for a 
professional development 
training session at Busch 
Gardens Tampa Bay. The 
two-day training session 
was made possible by the generous sup-
port from Coastal Conservation Association 
(CCA) Florida, which is part of the immer-
sive, innovative and experiential Guy Harvey 
Conservation Education Program for educa-
tors that was launched in 2024.

During the training, led by experts from 
GHF and CCA, educators participated in 
unique hands-on activities and in-classroom 
science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM) initiatives that they 
will take back to their classrooms to edu-
cate, inspire and excite their students.

“CCA Florida is proud to team up with the 
Guy Harvey Foundation and share our con-
servation work with educators throughout 
Florida,” said CCA Florida Director of Habi-
tat and Environmental Restoration Frank Gi-
dus. “Our lessons highlighted the role clams, 
oysters, mangroves and marsh grasses play 
in Florida’s coastal ecosystems and provided 
the teachers with the best tools and expert 
knowledge that will bring these lessons to 
life in their classrooms. By educating stu-
dents about the importance of protecting 
and restoring Florida’s marine habitat, we 
are helping inspire the next generation to 
become stewards of our coastal resources.”

CCA’s support of GHF’s teacher training 
program further underscores the organiza-
tion’s commitment to conservation educa-
tion and community engagement. GHF and 
CCA’s partnership began in 2025, and since 
then GHF has developed new, co-branded 
educational content aligned with CCA’s eco-
system restoration initiatives, spotlighting 

the critical role 
of oysters, clams, 
salt marshes 
and mangroves 
in protecting 
Florida’s coastal 
waters. These 
lessons enhance 
GHF’s existing 
c o n s e r va t i o n 
education pro-
gramming while 
introducing edu-

cators and students to 
CCA’s hands-on resto-
ration e!orts and com-
munity-driven stew-
ardship.

“Our partnership 
with CCA has been instrumental to the 
Foundation’s mission of expanding marine 
science education,” said Guy Harvey Founda-
tion CEO Jessica Harvey. “With CCA’s sup-
port, our Conservation Education Training 
sessions have been incredibly popular with 
educators over the years. We are thankful to 
have CCA as a partner for this initiative and 
look forward to continuing this relationship 
for many years to come.”

In support of CCA, the GHF has commit-
ted to funding a $25,000 Youth Scholarship 
for future CCA Florida STAR Youth Fishing 
Competitions.

Open to all K-12 educators, the Guy Har-
vey Conservation Education Program’s 
training includes all the materials, class-
room supplies and educational content that 
teachers require. Following completion, par-
ticipants become Guy Harvey Conservation 
(GHC) Educators who are then empowered 
with recognition, knowledge and resources 
they can share with students to foster en-
vironmental awareness and contribute to a 
sustainable future. The program also o!ers 
grants for field trips and supplies enabling 
GHC Educators to enhance their teaching 
and instill conservation values in students. 
Educators may also receive Continuing Ed-
ucation Units in accordance with state and 
district policies.

For more, visit www.guyharveyfounda-
tion.org. Follow the Foundation on Facebook 
and instagram @guyharveyocean. For more 
information on CCA Florida and its pro-
grams, visit www.ccaflorida.org. 

By Kelly Wise Valdes

GUY HARVEY FOUNDATION HOSTS
TEACHER TRAINING AT BUSCH GARDENS

Lacie Conner (left) and Rebecca Cole.

Call 813-641-4968 
or visit ASPSouthShoreFL.com

© 2026 ASP Franchising SPE LLC. All rights reserved. Each location 
independently owned & operated. License CPC1460605

   Specialized in Remodeling, 
Repairs, & Resurfacing

   Real Estate Pool Inspection

  
Remodeling  |   Cleaning  |   

 
Repairs  |   Construction

STAYCATION IS THE 
NEW VACATION

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

steve@mastergaragedoor.com
mastergaragedoor.com
28 years serving the community 

with only the highest quality 
parts and service.

FREE 
Estimates

on New
Garage Door

Installs

• Residential Garage Doors
• Garage Door Openers
• Broken Springs
• Cables
• Rollers
• Doors off Track

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community
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Hillsborough County Water Resourc-
es customers are seeing new water and 
wastewater rates beginning October 1 fol-
lowing approval by the Hillsborough Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners.

The updated rates are intended to help 
fund the ongoing operation, maintenance 
and improvement of the county’s water 
and wastewater systems, which provide 
service to customers 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.

For a residential customer using an aver-
age of 8,000 gallons of water per month, 
the estimated increase is approximately 
$9.31 per month. Actual bills will vary de-
pending on factors including meter size, 
water consumption and wastewater ser-
vice.

For fiscal year 2027, the Board approved 
a 5 percent rate increase, along with a 2.91 
percent price index increase. The Tampa 
Bay Water passthrough charge also in-
creased from $3.02 to $3.04 per 1,000 
gallons.

According to Hillsborough County Wa-
ter Resources, the rates help cover increas-
ing operating costs, routine maintenance, 
system improvements, resiliency needs, 
regulatory requirements and investments 

in infrastructure 
needed to continue 
providing reliable 
service.

The additional 
revenue also sup-
ports a significant 
portfolio of capital 
improvement proj-
ects currently un-
derway throughout 
the county.

The county’s One 
Water Program in-
cludes 10 projects 
with a total invest-

ment of approximately $1.5 billion, making 
it the county’s largest infrastructure proj-
ect to date.

Other projects include 16 Master Pro-
gram infrastructure projects totaling 
$573.09 million; nine Septic-to-Sewer 
projects totaling $157 million; and 13 
Treatment Facility projects totaling $128 
million.

The county is also investing $87 million 
in seven other projects and $47 million 
in three projects through the countywide 
Hillsborough Aquifer Recharge Program, 
known as CHARP.

Together, the Water Resources capital 
improvement program includes 58 proj-
ects representing approximately $2.44 bil-
lion in planned infrastructure investment.

The projects are designed to address 
both current and future needs as Hills-
borough County continues to grow, while 
supporting the long-term reliability and 
resiliency of its water and wastewater sys-
tems.

Customers can view a detailed break-
down of current water and wastewater 
rates and fees online at hcfl.gov/water by 
selecting “Water Rates & Fees.”

WATER RATE INCREASE SUPPORTS 
$2.44 BILLION IN COUNTY PROJECTS

Sta! Report

Join in 
for the 
11th annu-
al Turkey 
Trot at 
Waterset 
on Thanks-
g i v i n g 
m o r n i n g 
on Thurs-
day, No-
v e m b e r 
26, at 9 a.m. Proceeds of 
the Turkey Trot will bene-
fit our local public schools: 
Doby Elementary, Eisen-
hower Middle School, 
East Bay High School and 
the Dorothy C. York Inno-
vation Academy.

The race is chip-timed 
and a flat course. Want to 
participate virtually? No 
problem. Just sign up for the virtual 5K. 
However, virtual participant race pack-
ets are not guaranteed to arrive prior to 
Thanksgiving morning.

Registration is required. Register at 
https://runsignup.com/race/events/fl/
apollobeach/turkeytrotatwaterset.

The 5K participants will each receive a 
race bib, race T-shirt and finisher’s medal. 

The Kids’ Fun Run participants will 
each receive a race bib, race T-shirt and 
medal.

The 5K and Kids’ Fun Run will start at 
approximately 8 a.m. and 9 a.m., respec-
tively.

The 5K race route will be the same 
route as years past: north and south on 
Waterset Blvd. starting by The Lakeside, 
located at 7250 Parkshore Dr. in Apollo 
Beach.

The Kids’ Fun Run routes will be the 

same as last 
year: 1-mile, 
h a l f - m i l e 
and, for the 
little ones, a 
special mini 
route.

Stro l lers 
are wel-
come, but 
guests are 
asked to 

please go to the back of 
the starting line so the 
competitive participants 
can start first.

Pets are not allowed 
due to the growing size of 
the race. This new rule is 
simply to ensure the safe-
ty of all participants.

If you’d like to keep 
your distance when you 

walk/run, feel free to stay back and let 
participants start, and then you can start 
your race. Since it’s chip-timed, your time 
won’t start until you cross the starting 
line.

Online sign-up is available through No-
vember 26; however, shirts and specific 
sizes may not be available and are not 
guaranteed after Wednesday, November 
4. The 5K Dri-FIT T-shirts are available in 
adult and youth sizes. The Kids’ Fun Run 
T-shirts are also Dri-FIT this year, with 
youth sizes available.

For more information or to register for 
the event, visit https://runsignup.com/
race/events/fl/apollobeach/turkeytrotat-
waterset. The 5K registration prices will 
increase on Sunday, November 1, and then 
again on Monday, November 23. Kids’ Fun 
Run registration will also increase on No-
vember 1.

By Marie Gilmore

11TH ANNUAL WATERSET TURKEY TROT 
SUPPORTS FOUR LOCAL SCHOOLS

Same-Day Appointments Available
Languages: English, French, Italian, Spanish
Memory Support
House Calls

Become a Patient and Schedule  
Your Appointment Today

Frank Sirchia, MD
Internal Medicine

*Programs and services may vary based on patient eligibility, provider, location, and health plan coverage..

866.270.2460

The Race is On
    Your Track to 
Connected Care 
   Starts Here

Primary Care for Seniors

MillenniumPhysician.com          @MillenniumPhysicianGroup         @MillenniumPhysician

6037 Winthrop Commerce Ave, Suite 210, Riverview, FL 33578

Hillsborough County recently embarked on one of the largest infrastructure 
projects in the county’s history with the $1.2 billion One Water South Waste-

water Conveyance and Treatment Project in Lithia.
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For South 
County drivers 
caught in morn-
ing and evening 
tra!c, a pro-
posed express 
route could o"er 
another way to-
ward Tampa and 
more time back 
in their day.

The Tampa 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
Expressway Au-
thority, known 
as THEA, is studying express lanes along 
17 miles of U.S. 301 between the Selmon 
Expressway and north of State Road 674, 
or Sun City Center Boulevard.

The lanes could give U.S. 301 and In-
terstate 75 drivers another route, easing 
pressure on both roads while leaving more 
room on U.S. 301 for local trips.

Greg Slater, THEA’s executive director 
and CEO, updated the Hillsborough County 
Board of County Commissioners during its 
September 16 regular meeting, covering 
tra!c, access points, public outreach and 
financing.

The original 12-mile study ended at Big 
Bend Road. Requests from residents and 
THEA’s board helped extend it five miles 
south.

“The important thing to note on that 
southern section, which is that Big Bend to 
Sun City, that’s an area that has the least 
amount of volume of tra!c today but it’s 
also the area that we’re seeing with the 
highest amount of growth between now 
and 2050,” Slater said.

Early analysis estimated potential 
peak-period travel-time savings of up to 
81 percent. Projected northbound morn-

ing savings included 62 minutes from 
Big Bend Road to the Selmon, 36 min-
utes from Gibsonton and 12 minutes from 
Bloomingdale.

Those projections are preliminary. THEA 
is working with the county and Florida 
Department of Transportation to update 
its tra!c model with recent development 
and growth.

Slater said congestion can make rush 
hour last longer.

“One of the things that we find with 
congestion in particular is there’s a point 
where it doesn’t get worse, it just gets lon-
ger, so your peak hour becomes two hours 
and starts to kind of linger into the rest 
of it, and that’s what we’re seeing down 
there,” he said.

The U.S. 301 study area corridor has 
35 signalized intersections and 40 medi-
an openings. Express lanes would let lon-
ger-distance drivers bypass tra!c lights.

Slater said choosing where drivers en-
ter and exit will be “some of the most crit-
ical decisions that we make.”

Potential access areas include between 
Sun City Center Boulevard and Big Bend 
Road, between Big Bend Road and Sym-
mes Road, just south and north of Gibson-

By Brian Bokor

PROPOSED U.S. 301 EXPRESS LANES COULD CUT COMMUTE TIMES 
FOR SOUTH COUNTY DRIVERS

ton Drive and just south of Bloomingdale 
Avenue. The presentation also shows a 
possible connection between Bloomingda-
le and Interstate 75, plus connections near 
the Selmon north of Causeway Boulevard. 
Exact ramp locations remain under study.

THEA is examining four sections and 
could address northern bottlenecks before 
moving south. Much of the corridor has 
about 200 feet of public right-of-way, or 
land set aside for transportation.

“There’s a tremendous amount of room 
along that corridor to provide a solution,” 
Slater said.

Engineers must work around structures 
near Interstate 75 and narrower right-
of-way near the Alafia River. Near the 
Coca-Cola property between Causeway 
Boulevard and the Selmon, the team is 
exploring elevated lanes along the side of 
U.S. 301 because median space is limited.

Residents have provided feedback 

through workshops, community events 
and homeowners association meetings. 
Materials are available in English and 
Spanish, and the project website o"ers 
updates.

Local business input will also be wel-
come. THEA’s past e"orts include Shop 
Gandy, which supported Gandy corridor 
businesses during the Selmon Extension 
project.

A survey found that 92 percent of 
respondents experienced heavy or very 
heavy congestion on U.S. 301. More 
than nine in 10 supported exploring 
solutions. Concerns included noise, ap-
pearance and nearby roads.

“So, we want to make sure that we 
really work with the community to un-
derstand exactly what those concerns 
are so that we can provide some relief 
but also provide it in the context of 

that community that we’re serving down 
there,” Slater said.

Financing will shape the schedule. THEA 
is studying toll rates similar to the exist-
ing Selmon and following a federal pro-
cess that could provide lower-cost loans. 
Grants or a state partnership could ad-
vance the project sooner.

The Project Development and Environ-
ment study contract has been awarded. 
A preview of alternatives is expected in 
summer 2027, with a public hearing antic-
ipated in summer 2029. No construction 
or opening date was announced.

“And so, I argue a little bit on that time-
line, where sometimes it’s about going 
slow so you can go faster on the imple-
mentation front,” Slater said.

Residents can learn more and sign up 
for updates at https://selmonstudies.com/
us-301-study/.

ENJOY A SWEET
TREAT AT

VETERAN OWNED

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

FINANCING OPTIONS 

LICENSED AND INSURED

CALL NOW 
( 8 1 3 ) 6 5 3 - 4 2 2 1

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING
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Winn-Dixie is helping put nutritious food 
on the tables of neighbors facing food in-
security through a Hunger Action Month 
initiative that will provide 1 million meals 
across Florida and southern Georgia.

The Winn-Dixie Company and its charita-
ble arm, the Winn-Dixie Gives Foundation, 
donated $100,000 to Feeding America, 
with $10,000 designated for each of 10 
partner food banks, including Feeding Tam-
pa Bay.

In addition to the financial contribution, 
Winn-Dixie donated fresh produce and 
shelf-stable food through mobile food pan-
tries operated in partnership with Feeding 
Tampa Bay and Feeding Northeast Florida. 
The mobile pantries bring food directly into 
local communities, helping provide immedi-
ate access to nutritious groceries for fami-
lies and individuals in need.

“By providing nutritious food through 
mobile food pantries, Winn-Dixie is helping 
meet immediate needs and strengthen the 
communities we are proud to call home,” 
said Raymond Rhee, president and CEO of 
The Winn-Dixie Company.

Feeding Tampa Bay is among the orga-
nizations benefiting from the $100,000 
donation. Other recipients include All 
Faiths Food Bank, Feeding Northeast Flor-

ida, Feeding South 
Florida, Feeding the 
Gulf Coast, Harry 
Chapin Food Bank 
of Southwest Flori-
da, Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Cen-
tral Florida, Second 
Harvest of Coastal 
Georgia, Second 
Harvest of the Big 
Bend and Treasure 
Coast Food Bank.

Hunger Action 
Month, observed each September and 
led nationally by Feeding America, raises 
awareness about food insecurity and en-
courages communities to take action. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, nearly 48 million people in the United 
States experience hunger each year, includ-
ing one in five children.

“Support from partners like The 
Winn-Dixie Company is critical in helping 
the Feeding America network deliver nutri-
tious food to neighbors experiencing food 
insecurity,” said Lisa Mann, chief develop-
ment o!cer for Feeding America.

The Hunger Action Month e"ort builds 
on Winn-Dixie’s year-round commitment to 
hunger relief. Earlier this year, the company 
donated $150,000 to the Florida State Al-
liance of YMCAs to help provide nutritious 
meals and snacks to children during the 
summer.

Customers can also support local hun-
ger-relief organizations by purchasing $5, 
$10 or $15 prepackaged donation bags at 
participating Winn-Dixie stores. Since the 
program launched in November 2025, it has 
generated more than $900,000 in donated 
products for more than 100 organizations 
across Florida and southern Georgia.

Sta! Report

WINN-DIXIE HELPS PROVIDE 
MORE THAN 1 MILLION MEALS

After 15 years of serving local cyclists 
from a brick-and-mortar shop in the Fish-
Hawk and Riverview area, Just Ride Bi-
cycles owner Joe Kennedy is taking his 
business on the road.

Kennedy recently closed his longtime 
storefront in River Springs Town Center 
on Boyette Road and transitioned Just 
Ride Bicycles into a mobile bicycle repair 
and service business. The move allows 
Kennedy to continue serving the custom-
ers who have supported the shop while 
o"ering a more convenient option for 
busy families and cyclists.

“As one chapter ends, … another be-
gins,” Kennedy said.

For Kennedy, the transition is about 
meeting customers where they are.

He credits his wife, Tricia, with inspir-
ing the move toward mobile service.

“Everyone is so busy, and if we can 
make life easier, then there is a value,” 
Kennedy said.

The new mobile model currently o"ers 
bicycle pickup and drop-o" service, with 
plans to expand to on-site repairs in the 
future. Kennedy eventually hopes to bring 

his tools directly to cus-
tomers’ homes, businesses 
or even cyclists who need 
assistance while out on 
the trail.

Services include flat 
repairs, tune-ups, adjust-
ments and bicycle assem-
bly for both traditional bi-
cycles and e-bikes.

“It has been successful 
so far, as we are serving 
several repeat customers 
with whom we have built 
loyalty and trust,” Kennedy 
said.

That loyalty has been 
built over 15 years of providing bicycle 
sales, repairs and personalized service to 
the local community. Just Ride Bicycles 
has served everyone from children and 
families to recreational riders and com-
petitive cyclists, with customers often 
citing Kennedy’s knowledgeable advice, 
fair pricing and timely service.

The mobile service is designed to con-
tinue that same personalized approach 
while eliminating the need for customers 
to transport their bicycles to a traditional 
shop.

Kennedy said the model can also help 
customers save both time and money.

“Everyone is looking to save time and 
money, and this type of concierge service 
is a way to o"er that,” he said.

Just Ride Bicycles serves customers 
throughout Brandon, Valrico, Lithia, Riv-
erview, Sun City Center, FishHawk and 
surrounding communities.

Appointments can be scheduled online 
at www.justridebicycles.com or by call-
ing 813-381-3907. Updates about mobile 
services are also available through Just 
Ride Bicycles on social media.

By Sharon Still

JUST RIDE BICYCLES BRINGS BIKE 
REPAIR SERVICE TO LOCAL RIDERS
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Joe Kennedy has transitioned Just Ride Bicycles into a mobile repair ser-
vice, o!ering reliable bicycle maintenance throughout the community.
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Tampa Fire Rescue Captain 
Benjamin ‘Benny’ Bengter 
has spent 15 years answering 
calls for people who needed 
help. Now, as Benny contin-
ues a di!cult recovery from a 
life-threatening medical emer-
gency, firefighters and com-
munity members throughout 
Tampa Bay are answering the 
call for him.

First responders, their fam-
ilies, friends and residents 
packed Voodoo Brewing Co. in 
Valrico on September 13 for ‘Beers for Ben-
ny,’ a fundraiser organized to support Benny, 
his fiancée and their young daughter.

Voodoo Brewing Co. Valrico owner Chris 
Ciulla said two firefighters who work at the 
brewery approached him after telling him 
what had happened to Benny.

“I have two firefighters who work for us, 
and they told me about Benny and what 
happened to him,” Ciulla said. “They asked if 
they could hold a fundraiser, and I said, ‘Hey, 
you can have use of my place any night you 
need. We’re going to raise as much money 
for the family as we can.’”

Ciulla’s connection to the fire service 
made the decision especially personal.

“My dad is a retired fire chief in New York 
City, so anytime we can help a firefighter, it 
hits home for me,” Ciulla said.

The gathering brought together mem-
bers of Tampa Fire Rescue and Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue, including Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue Chief Jason Dougherty. 
Some knew Benny personally, while others 
came because a firefighter and his family 
needed their support.

Benny became critically ill while vacation-
ing with his family in Hawaii. His mother, 
Irina Bengter, said an attack of pancreati-
tis progressed to shock, organ failure, ab-

dominal compartment 
syndrome and sepsis. 
Doctors performed 
emergency surgery 
and spent weeks sta-
bilizing him before he 
returned to Tampa. 

Although Benny 
could not attend the 
fundraiser, his daugh-
ter and a friend sent 
him photographs and 
videos throughout the 
evening. Irina said he 

was excited by what he saw and deeply ap-
preciative.

“Ben asked me to share his heartfelt grat-
itude and say thank you to everyone who 
has lifted him up in prayer, supported him 
financially, sent messages, made phone calls 
and shown their love and support in so many 
other ways,” Irina said. “He is forever grate-
ful to each and every one of you.”

The event featured “Benny Strong” 
T-shirts, vendors, food and drink specials, 
ra"es, a silent auction and a DJ. More than 
$20,000 worth of prizes were donated.

Tampa Fire Rescue Driver Engineer Ben-
jamin Carlson, a longtime friend of Benny, 
helped organize the fundraiser with assis-
tance from the Firemen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation of the City of Tampa. The two have 
known each other since paramedic school in 
2011.

“Last night truly filled my heart,” Carlson 
wrote. “It means the world to me and my 
family.”

Benny followed his father and uncles into 
the fire service and has risen from driver 
engineer to captain at Tampa Fire Rescue 
Station 16. 

The Firemen’s Benevolent Association has 
established an online fundraiser to help with 
medical and recovery expenses.

By Brian Bokor

COMMUNITY RALLIES AROUND 
TAMPA FIRE CAPTAIN BENNY
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SESCO Cement welcomed the first two 
ships carrying bulk gray cement to its im-
port terminal at Port Tampa Bay, bringing 
the facility’s major assets online and mark-
ing the start of full commercial operations. 
The arrivals come just months after the 
company celebrated the terminal’s opening 
with a ribbon cutting in June.

Each vessel is making a partial discharge 
at the Port Redwing terminal in Gibsonton 
before continuing across the gulf to SES-
CO’s Houston, Texas, terminal to complete 
delivery. The two-port route links SESCO’s 
Florida and Texas operations and gives the 
company added capacity and flexibility to 
meet current and future regional demand, 
building Port Tampa Bay into a key hub 
within SESCO’s global network.

The deliveries were made possible by the 
terminal’s custom-designed ship unloader 
and conveyor system, which moves bulk ce-
ment from the ship’s hold directly into SES-
CO’s storage silos. The unloader, the largest 
wheel-mounted cement ship unloader in 
operation, arrived in Tampa earlier this year 
after nearly two years of engineering and 
design.

Activating the silos also dramatically 
speeds distribution to customers across the 
region. The new automated silo system pro-

vides quick and 
e!cient truck 
loading, signifi-
cantly increasing 
throughput and 
allowing SESCO 
to move more 
cement to ready-
mix producers 
and other cus-
tomers each day.

“The arrival of 
our first bulk ce-
ment ships is the 

moment this terminal was built for,” said 
Rick Van Eyk, CEO of SESCO Cement. “With 
our ship unloader, conveyor system and si-
los now running together, we are fully oper-
ational and able to get cement to our cus-
tomers faster than ever. These operations 
add capacity and flexibility that support 
both current and future demand across the 
region, and they establish Port Tampa Bay 
as a key hub within our global network.”

The Port Tampa Bay terminal is strate-
gically positioned to serve Florida’s major 
construction markets via maritime ship-
ping lanes, interstate highways and rail 
networks. Upon full build-out, it will be the 
largest cement terminal in Florida.

About SESCO Cement
Established in 2014, SESCO Cement is a 

subsidiary of the SESCO Group, a vertically 
integrated manufacturing, shipping, and lo-
gistics company with a global presence. In 
the United States, SESCO Cement has a 22-
acre facility in Houston that has a 240,000-
ton storage capacity, and a new 14-acre 
terminal in Tampa with 100,000 tons of 
storage capacity. SESCO Cement’s Houston 
facility is the largest cement terminal in the 
country. 

For more information about SESCO Ce-
ment, visit https://sescocement.com/.

Sta! Report

SESCO WELCOMES FIRST BULK CEMENT 
SHIPS TO PORT TAMPA BAY TERMINAL
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DID YOU KNOW that one 
of the scariest Halloween 
experiences around is hiding 
right in Plant City?

Spooky season is o!-
cially here, and if you love 
Halloween, haunted houses, 
and that feeling of wonder-
ing whether you’re brave 
enough to turn the next cor-
ner, there’s a local attraction 
you need to know about.

Pemberton Haunted Acres
4802 W Knights Gri!n 

Rd, Plant City, FL 33565
Pemberton Haunted Acres is a fam-

ily-owned outdoor haunted attraction 
bringing a di"erent kind of Halloween ex-
perience to the Plant City area.

At the center of the attraction is an 
approximately 5,000-square-foot haunt-
ed maze filled with handcrafted horror 
rooms, intense scare zones, immersive 
themed areas, and plenty of surprises 
waiting in the darkness.

And this isn’t your typical walk-through 
Halloween display.

The experience is designed to put you 
right in the middle of the action. You’ll 
make your way through dark passages, 
detailed horror scenes, themed rooms, and 
scare zones where you never quite know 
what—or who—is waiting around the 
next corner.

What makes Pemberton Haunted Acres 

even more interesting is that it’s fami-
ly-owned and locally created. A tremen-
dous amount of work goes into building 
an attraction like this, from the sets and 
rooms to the characters, lighting, sound, 
and scares that bring everything to life.

So, if you’re someone who counts down 
the days until October, watches scary 
movies all month, and believes Halloween 
should actually be SCARY, add this one to 
your spooky-season list.

You don’t always have to drive hours 
away to find an incredible a experience.

Sometimes one of the best adventures 
is hiding right in your own backyard.

Now you know! 
Have a local attraction, hidden gem, 

activity, restaurant, trail, park, or some-
thing else you think everyone should know 
about? Send it our way—it might just be-
come the next edition of DID YOU KNOW?

HALLOWEEN IS HIDING RIGHT IN PLANT CITY
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Get peace of mind with a 
screening mammogram.
You take care of others every day. This is your time 
to take care of you. A screening mammogram is one 
of the most e!ective ways to catch breast cancer 
early, when it’s easiest to treat. With convenient 
30-minute screenings and advanced 3D imaging,  
it’s a simple step that can help protect your health — 
and your future.

ScheduleYourMammoToday.com
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30 Minutes 
Today for 
More Moments 
Tomorrow

For Jennifer Blair, ThistleScotch is more 
than a body care brand. It is a reflection of 
resilience, healing and the women whose 
experiences have shaped her life.

Blair came to skin care through loss and 
witness. After losing her mother to breast 
cancer, watching her son serve as a donor 
for a young woman battling leukemia, cel-
ebrating that woman’s recovery and expe-
riencing the challenges of pregnancy, Blair 
began to see skin care di!erently.

Her own journey through menopause, 
along with watching her identical twin nav-
igate the same transition while living with 
an autoimmune disease, deepened that per-
spective.

Blair said she began to recognize the 
physical and emotional weight women car-
ry and wanted to create products she could 
not find herself — products designed to 
meet women where they are.

“What I mindfully crafted were products 
from the stories I heard, the stories I lived, 
from my voice,” Blair said.

That philosophy became the foundation 

for ThistleScotch, a growing 
collection of body care products 
designed to be simple, thought-
ful and supportive of real skin.

The collection includes Body 
Brine, Nourishing Dry Body Oil; 
Phase to Infuse, Body Serum; 
Element 18, Eau de Parfum; and 
Southern Bits, Personal Mois-
turizer.

Blair focuses on straightfor-
ward formulas and ingredients 
selected with purpose. She said 
each product is evaluated for 
how it feels when applied, how 
it settles on the skin and how 
the skin feels hours later.

“If something did not feel 
right, it did not move forward,” 
she said.

The brand’s name also carries a personal 
history. The thistle honors Blair’s Scottish 
heritage and represents a hardy plant that 
can thrive in di"cult conditions.

“Resilient is the Thistle!” Blair said.
‘Scotch’ comes from a family story. When 

Blair’s mother discovered she was unex-
pectedly expecting twins, she joked that she 
would name them Scotch and Brandy. Blair, 
the firstborn, became ‘Scotch,’ a nickname 
that did not last but became a cherished 
family memory.

Today, that story lives on in ThistleScotch, 
connecting Blair’s heritage, family and belief 
in women’s resilience.

The brand’s tagline, “A bit prickly. 
Thoughtfully created,” reflects both the 
thistle and the honest spirit behind the 
products.

At its core, ThistleScotch encourages 
women to pause, reconnect with their bod-
ies and remember that caring for them-
selves is not selfish — it is essential.

Learn more at thistlescotch.com.

By Marie Gilmore

THISTLESCOTCH BRINGS 
THOUGHTFUL BODY CARE TO LIFE
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NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.
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proudly supports

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
!omas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Have you taken the TIME
to do your Will or Trust?

Remember, you are
not doing it for yourself...
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Fishhawk Ranch residents have a new 
spot for burritos and bowls. Chipotle Mex-
ican Grill opened its newest restaurant on 
September 22 at 16509 Fishhawk Blvd. 
in Lithia, one of four locations the chain is 
opening across the Tampa Bay area this 
month.

Ramon Gomez, CTM of the FishHawk 
Ranch restaurant, came to the new store 
from Chipotle’s Gibsonton location. He 
said the first days have been busy.

“The grand opening is going very well, 
and we are being welcomed by the com-
munity. We have had a great response 
and a very busy opening,” Gomez said.

Like the other three new restaurants, 
the FishHawk location features a Chipot-
lane, a drive-through lane where custom-
ers can pick up orders placed through the 
Chipotle app or website without leaving 
their cars.

The chain opened a restaurant at 1185 
S. Broad St. in Brooksville on September 
16. Two more opened on September 29, 
one at 22820 State Rd. 54 in Lutz, near 
Land O’ Lakes, and one at 16680 E. State 
Rd. 64 in Bradenton, in the northeast 

Lakewood Ranch area.
All four restaurants 

are open daily from 
10:45 a.m.-10 p.m.

Diners can also 
try two limited-time 
items. Pollo asado is 
grilled chicken sea-
soned with garlic, 
Mexican spices and 
cilantro, finished with 
citrus and lime. Chili 
lime chips are tortilla 
chips seasoned with 
lime and chili peppers.

The restaurants also 
serve Chipotle’s high 

protein menu, with items ranging from 
15-81 grams of protein, including the 
Double High Protein Bowl, the High Pro-
tein-High Fiber Bowl and a High Protein 
Cup snack. A single chicken taco starts 
at $3.50. Family meals are available for 
groups eating at home.

New members of the Chipotle Rewards 
program, which o!ers monthly free food 
drops and birthday rewards, receive free 
chips and guacamole with a purchase. 
Customers can enroll at https://chipotle.
com/rewards.

The company is hiring about 30 em-
ployees at each of the four new restau-
rants. Benefits include a crew bonus that 
can equal an extra month’s pay each year, 
a debt-free college degree program, En-
glish as a second language classes and ac-
cess to mental health care for employees 
and their families.

Applications are available at https://
chipotle.com/careers.

Local groups and organizations can 
also set up fundraisers through Chipotle 
to benefit community causes.

By Marie Gilmore

CHIPOTLE OPENS RESTAURANT 
WITH DRIVE-THRU PICKUP LANE

Who is ready to 
run for a cause? 
Join Bernadette 
Boyle and Linda 
O’Brien, the race 
directors for the 
ninth annual Your 
Next Step is the 
Cure 5K event on 
Saturday, Decem-
ber 5, at Alder-
man’s Ford Con-
servation Park, 
located at 100 Al-
derman Ford Park 
Dr. in Plant City.

What began 
as a passion nine 
years ago to 
raise awareness has now expanded even 
further with the establishment of their 
o"cial 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
strengthening their commitment to this 
mission for years to come. Proceeds from 
this year’s event will benefit the uveal mel-
anoma research at Mo"tt Cancer Center 
and the laboratories of Dr. Keiran Smalley, 
Dr. Florian Karreth and Dr. Alex Jaeger, 
where groundbreaking discoveries are be-
ing made to better this disease and develop 
new treatment strategies.

The race supports awareness and re-
search for ocular melanoma, a rare and 
aggressive cancer that a!ects just six out 
of every 1 million people each year. Though 
rare, its impact on patients and families is 
profound — and urgently in need of contin-
ued research and breakthroughs. 

Their ‘why’: Bernadette and O’Brien have 
a vested interest in this disease. Bernadette 
lost her husband, Joe Boyle, to this dreaded 
cancer in January 2016, and O’Brien is still 
fighting with yearly scans and eye exams; 
O’Brien remains NED — no evidence of dis-

ease.
Their hopes 

for this year’s 
event are 
simple, to 
surpass their 
past achieve-
ments! Since 
the inception 
of this event 
which be-
gan in 2017, 
they have 
donated over 
$100,000 for 
research. Of 
course, like 
every year, 
Bernadette 

and O’Brien hope to bring awareness to this 
rare and orphan disease and remind every-
one of the importance of an annual dilated 
eye exam. 

Joining them will be the research doctors 
from the Mo"tt Cancer Center speaking 
about ocular melanoma and current re-
search that is happening because of events 
like their Your Next Step is the Cure 5K. To-
gether, attendees run not just for miles but 
for hope, innovation and lifesaving prog-
ress. Join them as they continue to make 
strides toward awareness, research and a 
cure. 

To follow posts and updates, please vis-
it their Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/yournextstepisthecure5k and their 
Instagram page @yournextstepisthecure.

If you are interested in learning more 
about their event and/or sponsoring, 
you can email Bernadette and O’Brien at 
yournextstepisthecure@aol.com. 

For registration for the race/walk and to 
donate, please visit https://runsignup.com/
race/fl/plantcity/yournextstepisthecure.

Sta! Report

RACE DIRECTORS TAKE ON OCULAR 
MELANOMA AT ALDERMAN’S FORD 5K
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3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

3,500+ Homes SOLD | 3,000+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com/Contest

CRUISECRUISECRUISECRUISE

Tony Baroni Team GIVEAWAY 

$1,000 Cruise Credit$1,000 Cruise Credit$1,000 Cruise Credit   
Redeemable with P&P Escapes with ANY cruise line.Redeemable with P&P Escapes with ANY cruise line.Redeemable with P&P Escapes with ANY cruise line.   

Must be booked within one year.Must be booked within one year.Must be booked within one year.   

$1,000 Cruise Credit 
Redeemable with P&P Escapes with ANY cruise line. 

Must be booked within one year. 

Giveaway! 

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!      REGISTER NOW!  SCAN TO ENTER

ENTER BY 11/12
WINNER TO BE ANNOUNCED ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

ENTER BY 11/12
WINNER TO BE ANNOUNCED ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

OR VISITOR VISIT

Every Entry Helps our Community!

The Tony Baroni Team will donate $3 per entry to  
ECHO OF BRANDON
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www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

As your life changes, so do your insurance needs. 
That’s why it’s important to review your coverage 
regularly. An insurance review from Edward Jones  
can also help ensure that:

• You have the appropriate amount and type  
of coverage for your needs. 

• Beneficiary designations are up-to-date and 
policy ownership is listed properly.

• Your policies are performing as expected.
• Your premiums are still competitive.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California,New Mexico and 
Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure your policies 
fully meet your needs and those of your loved ones.

How well are you and your loved  
ones protected?

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

INS-3518I-A-E-FL-1 EXP 30 NOV 2027  © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 28439916

> edwardjones.com  | Member SIPC

Quality Produce and more at a Price you will Love!
(813)751-7757

2619 14th Ave SE, Ruskin, FL 33570
Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Saturday: 9:00am-6:30pm 
Sunday 11:00am - 6:00pm(Big grey & red warehouse located

two doors down from weather station)

Adventure is reaching new heights at 
YMCA Camp Cristina in Riverview with 
plans for a new 30-foot-high challenge 
course designed to bring climbing, team-
work, confidence-building and plenty of 
thrills to the community.

The new course will o!er children, fam-
ilies, school groups, businesses and com-
munity organizations an opportunity to get 
outdoors, challenge themselves and experi-
ence YMCA Camp Cristina in a new way.

The centerpiece will be a 30-foot adven-
ture tower featuring a climbing wall and 
elevated platform. From there, participants 
will navigate a series of high elements sus-
pended above the ground, including plat-
forms, cables, bridges and other obstacles 
designed to test balance, communication, 
problem-solving and courage.

The experience is intended to be about 
more than adrenaline.

Participants will have opportunities to 
work together, encourage one another and 
discover what they can accomplish outside 
their comfort zones.

“The goal isn’t simply to see who can climb 
the highest or move through the course the 
fastest,” according to the YMCA. “It’s about 
creating experiences where people discover 
confidence in themselves and learn to trust 

the people around 
them.”

The challenge 
course will add an-
other attraction to 
the 65-acre YMCA 
Camp Cristina and 
create opportu-
nities beyond tra-
ditional summer 
camp program-
ming.

The YMCA en-
visions the course 
being used by fam-

ilies and YMCA members, school groups, 
teens, corporate teams, community organi-
zations, birthday celebrations, retreats and 
leadership-development programs.

For businesses, the course could provide 
an opportunity for employees to participate 
in team-building activities while encourag-
ing communication and collaboration. For 
families and young people, it can provide a 
supportive environment to face challenges, 
build confidence and celebrate accomplish-
ments.

The project also reflects the YMCA’s 
broader goal of making YMCA Camp Cris-
tina a year-round destination.

Located in the heart of South Hillsbor-
ough, YMCA Camp Cristina has long pro-
vided opportunities for children and families 
to connect with nature, develop new skills 
and build relationships. The new challenge 
course will expand those opportunities with 
an elevated adventure experience.

YMCA Camp Cristina is located at 9840 
Balm Riverview Rd. in Riverview.

For more information about YMCA Camp 
Cristina, its programs and upcoming oppor-
tunities, visit www.tampaymca.org/loca-
tions/ymca-camp-cristina or call 813-677-
8400.

By Marie Gilmore

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA UNVEILS 
NEW 30-FOOT CHALLENGE COURSE

H i l l s b o r o u g h 
County Public 
Schools (HCPS) is 
hosting in person 
and virtual meetings 
about the Half-Pen-
ny Promise referen-
dum that will appear 
on the November 
ballot.

The town halls are 
part of the district’s 
commitment to pro-
viding voters with in-
formation about the 
Half-Penny Promise, 
including projects 
completed through 
the current program, 
ongoing investments 
in school facilities, and what reauthorization 
would mean for students and schools in the 
future.

“The Half-Penny Promise has supported 
major improvements in our schools, and 
these town halls will give residents a chance 
to learn more about the program, hear from 
district leaders, and understand how funds 
have been invested over time,” said Superin-
tendent Van Ayres.

Since its approval in 2018, more than $1.5 
billion has been invested in schools, 1,000 
projects have been completed and the aver-
age cost to Hillsborough County households 
is $8 per month. An additional 25 percent 
of the fund is paid by tourists. Groceries and 
prescriptions are exempt, as are anything 
above the first $5,000 of a purchase.

Several in-person meetings were held at 
schools across the district with one final 
virtual opportunity meeting remaining on 
Wednesday, October 14, from 6-7 p.m. on 
Microsoft Teams at https://rb.gy/0in6ib.

Members of the district’s independent 

C i t i z e n 
Overs ight 
Committee 
will also 
participate 
in the meet-
ings, sharing 
their per-
spective on 
accountabil-
ity, trans-
parency and 
how the 
H a l f - Pe n -
ny Promise 
dollars have 
been moni-
tored since 
the program 
began. The 

committee is made up of community leaders 
who review spending and ensure funds are 
spent as intended.

Since voters approved the Half-Penny 
Sales Tax in 2018, Hillsborough County Pub-
lic Schools has invested more than $1.326 
billion in school improvements, with more 
than $716 million awarded to local business-
es. These investments have transformed 
learning environments across the district 
through critical upgrades such as air-con-
ditioning replacements, roof renovations, 
enhanced safety and security measures and 
other essential infrastructure projects. 

It appears on the ballot as Referendum 
3: Continue the Half-Cent Sales Tax for 
Schools. This question asks whether to keep 
it for another 10 years, starting January 1, 
2029. It is not a new tax. A YES vote contin-
ues the tax through 2038. A NO vote lets the 
tax end as scheduled.

To learn more about the Half Penny Prom-
ise, visit www.hillsboroughschools.org/
half-penny-sales-tax-referendum.

SCHOOL DISTRICT ASKS FOR SUPPORT 
AHEAD OF HALF-PENNY TAX VOTE

By Marie Gilmore

Chris Farkas, the district’s Deputy Superintendent of Op-
erations, School Board Member Patti Rendon and Citizen 

Oversight Committee member Ed Narain, MBA, JD.
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GGrreeaatt  GGoollff!!  FFaammiillyy  FFrriieennddllyy!!  WWeellccoommiinngg  AAttmmoosspphheerree!!  

EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  TTHHEE  DDIIFFFFEERREENNCCEE!!  
RRIIVVEERR  HHIILLLLSS  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  CCLLUUBB  offers championship golf, 
great social & dining, year-round Golf/Tennis programming 
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T!ueLies
FISHING
CHARTERS

Ask about group, military, law enforcement, 
&re &ghter, and corporate discounts!

Captain Branden McCorkleCaptain Branden McCorkle
(813) 480-5111

www.truelies!shingcompany.com

E!perience 
of a Lifetime...
Book Your Charter Today!

Fishing Charters
Sunset Cruises and ECO Tours

GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

 3433 Lithia Pinecrest Rd #357, Valrico, FL 33596
www.Preservation1st.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. (JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are

unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Let us help take the burden 
of retirement and estate 
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.
813-627-0872

The Logan Mi-
chael Stolberg 
Foundation, also 
known as Logan’s 
Heroes, is holding 
an exciting upcom-
ing event: ‘A Night 
to Bet on Hope.’

Logan’s Heroes 
was founded by 
Randy and Jennifer 
Stolberg after they 
lost their son, Logan 
Stolberg, who was 
diagnosed with leu-
kemia at age 14 and 
underwent treat-
ment for 22 months 
before passing 
away at age 16. During Logan’s treatment, 
he received tons of support and kindness, 
and he wanted to find a way to spread that 
support to other children going through can-
cer treatment. Because of Logan’s desire to 
give back, Logan’s Heroes mission is to help 
children going through cancer treatment 
have experiences that allow them to simply 
feel like kids again.

Currently, Logan’s legacy is carried on by 
providing fun-filled du!e bags to pediatric 
cancer patients. Logan’s heroes have grown 
to support six children’s hospitals with no 
plans to stop expanding.

Randy and Jennifer stated, “For our family, 
every du!e bag is a way of carrying Logan’s 
kindness forward and reminding another 
child and family that they are not alone.”

Logan’s Heroes’ A Night to Bet on Hope 
is a casino night fundraiser that will be held 
on Friday, October 23, from 6-10 p.m. at The 
Regent, located at 6437 Watson Rd. in Riv-
erview. This adults-only evening will be filled 
with food, music, casino-style entertain-
ment, ra!es, a silent auction and a fantastic 

opportunity for the 
community to come 
together to support 
children who are 
battling cancer. All 
proceeds from the 
event will go to-
wards the creation 
of the du!e bags 
and Logan’s Heroes’ 
continuous e"orts 
to aid and comfort 
children throughout 
their cancer treat-
ment.

“Logan’s Heroes is 
our way of making 
sure Logan’s kind-
ness continues to 

reach children he never had the chance to 
meet. If one of our du!e bags can give a 
child a smile, a little comfort or even a few 
minutes to simply feel like a kid instead of 
a cancer patient, then Logan’s legacy is still 
doing exactly what he wanted it to do,” said 
Jennifer.

Logan’s Heroes would like to highlight that 
Logan was so much more than his cancer 
diagnosis. Logan’s sense of humor, caring 
heart, love for gaming, dedication to Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu and dreams to become a pediat-
ric oncologist to help other children battling 
cancer is what he is remembered for.

“That is an important part of Logan’s 
Heroes. We want people to remember that 
behind every diagnosis is a child with a 
personality, interests, dreams and a family 
who loves them. Our mission is to bring joy 
and hope into some of their hardest days 
while continuing the legacy of a remarkable 
16-year-old who wanted to give back,” said 
Randy and Jennifer.

For more details or to get involved, visit 
www.logansheroes.org.

By Emma Snider

STOLBERG FOUNDATION HOSTS 
“A NIGHT TO BET ON HOPE”! 
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As the weather cools, it’s the perfect 
time to join an easy, supportive way to 
become more active. Let’s Walk Flor-
ida!, hosted by University of Florida 
(UF) Extension, is a statewide virtual 
educational program designed to help 
Floridians achieve and maintain health 
through physical activity. Let’s Walk Flor-
ida! meets you where you are — both in 
terms of physical location and your cur-
rent fitness level.

The statewide physical activity chal-
lenge runs from Monday, October 5, 
through Monday, November 23.

This program is designed for all fitness 
levels, and despite the name, you do not 
have to walk to participate. Any inten-
tional physical activity counts, including 
swimming, biking, dancing, walking. Par-
ticipants will be counting minutes of in-
tentional physical activity, not steps.

Participants receive:  
• Weekly Health eGuides delivered to 

your phone or email.
• Weekly educational sessions with 

UF Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences (UF/IFAS) health educators.

• A virtual community to track your 
progress for accountability and support.

• Weekly physical activity challenges.
• A statewide tracking dashboard 

where participants can see 
progress.

• An o!cial finisher medal 
and certificate of completion.

• Opportunities to win 
prizes.

Register to participate via 
Eventbrite at www.eventbrite.
com/e/1999046640314.

There is a nominal fee of 
$15 to participate, and schol-
arships are available if need-
ed.  

For questions about the 
program, please contact Andrea Nikolai, 
UF/IFAS Extension Polk County Family 
and Consumer Sciences agent, at andre-
anikolai@ufl.edu or 863-519-1072.

UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultur-
al Sciences (UF/IFAS) is the home of UF/
IFAS Extension Family and Consumer 
Sciences, providing research-based ed-
ucation in nutrition and wellness, food 
safety, personal finance and more to im-
prove Floridians’ quality of life. With Let’s 
Walk Florida!, the goal is simple: move 
more, wherever you are, and be part of a 
community of Floridians working toward 
better health together.

About UF/IFAS
The mission of the University of Florida 

Institute of Food and Agricultural Scienc-
es (UF/IFAS) is to develop knowledge rel-
evant to agricultural, human and natural 
resources and to make that knowledge 
available to sustain and enhance the qual-
ity of human life. With more than a dozen 
research facilities, 67 county Extension 
o!ces and award-winning students and 
faculty in the UF College of Agricultural 
and Life Sciences, UF/IFAS brings sci-
ence-based solutions to the state’s agri-
cultural and natural resources industries, 
and all Florida residents.

By Marie Gilmore

MOVE YOUR WAY, EARN A MEDAL: 
UF/IFAS VIRTUAL CHALLENGE

There is something about the arrival 
of fall that brings a little extra excite-
ment to the air. Cooler mornings, chang-
ing colors and the return of pumpkins, 
hay bales and fall decorations all signal 
that the season has arrived.

For families in Brandon, Valrico and 
FishHawk, one of those familiar signs 
of fall has been Dave’s Pumpkin Patch, a 
local tradition that has been welcoming 
families for more than 25 years.

Located at 106 E. Lumsden Ave. at 
the northeast corner of Lumsden Road 
and Parsons Avenue in Brandon, Dave’s 
Pumpkin Patch returns each October 
with pumpkins in a variety of shapes, 
sizes and colors. The family-owned busi-
ness has supported local Brandon, Valri-
co and FishHawk PTAs since 1998.

Owner Dave Morrow got his start in 
the pumpkin business in 1996 when he 
helped his son sell pumpkins through 
school. Two years later, he opened his 
own pumpkin operation, creating a sea-
sonal tradition that continues today.

“My most favorable part of the oper-

ation is seeing how 
the little kids react 
to all the pumpkins 
and how they make 
them smile,” Mor-
row said.

The pumpkin se-
lection includes 
pie pumpkins, mini 
pumpkins, jack-o’-
lantern pumpkins, 
white pumpkins, 
blue pumpkins and 
gourds. Families can 
also find corn stalks, 
hay and straw bales 
and garden mums to 
add a little fall flair 
at home.

And for families looking to capture the 
season, the pumpkin lot o"ers plenty of 
opportunities for photos. Visitors are 
encouraged to bring their cameras and 
take pictures among the pumpkins and 
fall displays.

Every once in a while, Morrow also 
brings in some especially large pump-
kins, including “Big Mac” pumpkins that 
can weigh 70-80 pounds.

Dave’s Pumpkin Patch is scheduled 
to operate from now through Saturday, 
October 31. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 1-8 p.m., and Saturday and Sun-
day, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Pumpkins are listed as 
starting at $4.

Whether searching for the perfect 
pumpkin to carve, decorating the front 
porch or simply taking a family photo to 
mark the season, Dave’s Pumpkin Patch 
continues to o"er a familiar reminder 
that fall has arrived in Brandon.

For more information, visit https://
daveschristmastreelot.com/ or call 813-
843-8182.

DAVE’S PUMPKIN PATCH CONTINUES 
28 YEAR TRADITION IN BRANDON

By Dale Bliss

Amber Moreland-Holmes
DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, CLC
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www.himesbreakfasthouse.com

Tampa | Brandon | Winthrop

F i t n e s s 
Forge is about 
more than 
simply get-
ting through 
a workout. At 
the private 
personal train-
ing facility 
in Riverview, 
owners Brett 
Daven and 
Taylor Green 
are creating an 
environment 
where clients 
can feel supported, challenged and genuine-
ly cared for as they work toward their goals.

Fitness Forge was founded by the two 
longtime friends, who share a passion for 
fitness and serving others. Daven began per-
sonal training in 2021 and quickly realized 
it was his calling, while Green brings more 
than 25 years of experience in the training 
industry. When the opportunity to open their 
own facility arose, the pair saw a chance to 
create the type of training experience they 
felt the local area needed.

“We wanted Fitness Forge to o!er some-
thing that felt more personal, professional, 
and intentional than what people often ex-
perience at other training facilities,” Daven 
said. “The goal was to create a place where 
clients receive individualized programming, 
genuine attention from their trainer and 
measurable progress — not just a standard 
workout.”

In order to help clients find a personalized 
routine that works for them, Fitness Forge 
focuses exclusively on personal training. 
Each client begins by discussing their goals, 
fitness history, limitations, lifestyle and what 
they hope to accomplish. Trainers then use 
that information to create an individualized 

program, empha-
sizing proper tech-
nique, education 
and adjustments as 
the client progress-
es.

Progress is 
tracked through-
out the training 
process. Workouts, 
sets and weights 
are logged, while 
factors such as 
strength, endur-
ance, mobility, body 
measurements and 

overall performance can be monitored. The 
facility also uses a Styku 3D body scanner 
to help clients visually track changes in body 
composition and physical measurements.

The owners also wanted the facility itself 
to reflect the same level of care as its train-
ing. Fitness Forge is designed to feel clean, 
welcoming and professional while maintain-
ing the energy and community of a gym.

That sense of community was especially 
evident during the business’ ribbon cutting, 
which Daven said showed the owners how 
big of a family they have built already.

Fitness Forge is continuing to build that 
community with its first Forge Games, a 
five-week challenge beginning in October. 
Clients will compete in weekly workouts, 
climb a leaderboard and compete for prizes 
during the final week.

For Daven and Green, the goal is to pro-
vide a personal training experience where 
every client receives the individualized at-
tention and coaching needed to make mean-
ingful progress.

Fitness Forge is located at 13456 Boyette 
Rd. in Riverview. For more information on 
joining Fitness Forge, please visit www.fit-
nessforge2025.com or call 813-654-1313.

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

FITNESS FORGE CREATES A MORE 
PERSONAL TRAINING EXPERIENCE

Fitness Forge is a private personal training studio in Riv-
erview designed around individualized training, measur-

able progress and one-on-one attention. 
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Tailored Travel, Where Every Trip Is A Treasure!

Matthew Gordon & Marji Beam
Cruise Planners® Independent
Franchise Owners

Book your Dream Trip with the
Travel Experts!

Mediterranean Cruises, River
Cruises, Land Tours & More!

Ask about our Group Rates!

Call Today for More Info!

717-856-2646 | ventureoutvacation.com

Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad,
or as low as $200 per month ... (INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS) 

Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418  or Visit OspreyObserver.com
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10% OFF all work over $100

FREE ESTIMATES
813-892-5283
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PRESSURE WASH
SCREEN REPAIRS

• Houses

• Pool Cages

• Decks

• Driveways

• Sidewalks

• Gutter Cleaning

• & More

Residential and Commercial 
(813)716-9196 

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com 
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED 

“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(813) 468-8574

PEST CONTROLHEAT & AC HEAT & AC

Residential & Commercial 
Installation & Repair 

Commercial Refrigeration 

(813) 671-2555

PRESSURE WASHING
AND SCREEN REPAIRNOTARYNOTARY

angie@stellarnotaryservices.net
www.stellarnotaryservices.net

Mobile & Online Notarization
 Wills & Trust Notarization

Power of Attorney
Real Estate Closing
Apostille Services

DMV & Vehicle Titles
Minor Travel Consent Forms

Passport
Marriage License
Estate Planning

Loan Signing Services
Angie Anderson

813-750-0432

Long before streaming services and mul-
tiplexes, opera houses and movie palaces 
thrilled audiences with a revolutionary 
new form of entertainment: moving pic-
tures. 

Now open at the Henry B. Plant Museum, 
located at 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. in Tam-
pa, Cigar City Cinema: Tampa Goes to the 
Movies, 1897-1936 explores the evolution 
of the city’s moviegoing experience from 
the first short film exhibitions at the Tam-
pa Bay Hotel Casino to the innovations in 
sound, camera techniques and social com-
mentary that defined the inaugural decade 
of film screenings at Tampa Theatre.

The dawn of movie magic began in De-
cember 1897 when 2,000 people packed 
the opera house of the Tampa Bay Hotel 
Casino to see Biograph Company short 
films that appeared so lifelike audience 
members gasped. Cigar City Cinema gives 
modern audiences the opportunity to 
share this experience by viewing some of 
these early films. 

“Opera houses and vaudeville theaters 
deserve primary credit for the spread of 
theatrical film presentations in Tampa 
and across the nation,” said Dr. Charles 

McGraw Groh, museum 
director. “Short films took 
the place of individual 
songs or skits in variety 
shows at the turn of the 
century. It’s not surpris-
ing, then, that filmmakers 
borrowed heavily from the 
best and worst traditions 
of vaudeville and minstrel 
shows, ranging from slap-
stick to blackface.” 

Soon, the Tampa Bay 
Hotel Casino introduced 
city residents to the first 
feature films, culminating 
in the sprawling epics of 

D.W. Gri!th. Rare artifacts from the Mu-
seum of the Moving Image showcase the 
power of Gri!th’s film as propaganda. 

The opening of Tampa Theatre in 1926 
ushered in the golden age of Hollywood. 
The magnificent Wurlitzer organ and a 
full orchestra thrilled audiences in the final 
years of the silent film era. Cigar City Cine-
ma guides visitors through the sound revo-
lution and the reactions of local audiences. 

Tampa Theatre will present a series of 
films that are featured in the exhibit. The 
series kicks o" with a matinee screening 
of Dracula on Sunday, October 25. Future 
showings include Oscar-winning films Sun-
rise and Grand Hotel. The exhibit features 
a rotating film presentation, opening with 
King Kong.

The Cigar City Cinema exhibition is in-
cluded with museum admission. For hours 
and visitor information, visit www.plant-
museum.com. 

Cigar City Cinema is graciously under-
written by The Bank of Tampa, the Betsy 
and Steve Chambers Family Foundation, 
Cogent Bank, the Henry B. Plant Museum 
Society and Raymond James. 

Sta! Report

CIGAR CITY CINEMA BRINGS TAMPA’S 
GOLDEN AGE OF MOVIES TO LIFE

September 
15 marked the 
start of the 
114th year of 
USPS Oper-
ation Santa, 
and the U.S. 
Postal Ser-
vice is now 
accepting hol-
iday letters 
from children 
and families 
throughout the continental U.S., Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico.

Every year, thousands of families 
send letters to Santa at the North Pole. 
The beloved postal service program 
makes it possible for people to adopt 
and respond to these letters, fulfilling 
the holiday wishes of children and fam-
ilies across the country. 

“The holidays are a time to celebrate 
the joy of the season. But for some, the 
simple act of exchanging even small 
gifts is out of reach,” said Sheila Hol-
man, vice president of marketing for 
the U.S. Postal Service. “For more than 
100 years, USPS Operation Santa has 
given kindhearted people the oppor-
tunity to make dreams come true for 
thousands of children and their families 
through simple acts of kindness.” 

Submitted letters must follow the 
program guidelines found on www.
uspsoperationsanta.com and be post-
marked by Saturday, December 5, to be 
eligible for potential adoption and ful-
fillment — there is no guarantee that 
letters submitted to the program will 
be adopted. 

Letters should be sent to Santa’s offi-
cial workshop address: Santa Claus 123 
Elf Rd., North Pole, 88888.

L e t t e r 
Adoption 

Reg i s t ra -
tion to adopt 
letters starts 
on Monday, 
November 2, 
and people 
can regis-
ter as indi-
viduals or 
groups. The 
letter adop-

tion window opens on Monday, Novem-
ber 16, and registrants can adopt single 
or family letters to help brighten the 
holidays for those in need.  

For more information on the program, 
history, important dates and how to 
participate as either a letter writer or 
adopter, visit www.uspsoperationsanta.
com.

Please Note: The United States Postal 
Service is an independent federal estab-
lishment, mandated to be self-financing 
and to serve every American communi-
ty through the a"ordable, reliable and 
secure delivery of mail and packages to 
more than 170 million addresses six and 
often seven days a week. Overseen by a 
bipartisan board of governors, the post-
al service is currently pursuing a trans-
formation plan aimed at restoring long-
term financial sustainability, improving 
service and maintaining the organiza-
tion as one of America’s most valued and 
trusted brands. 

The postal service generally receives 
no tax dollars for operating expenses 
and relies on the sale of postage, prod-
ucts and services to fund its operations.

 For more information about the 
Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.
usps.com.

Sta! Report

USPS OPERATION SANTA PROGRAM 
IS NOW ACCEPTING LETTERS
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IMAGELIFT Facial Beauty Seminar
Wed., Jun 11 @ 2PM • King’s Point - Sun City Ctr.

1900 Clubhouse Dr. Sun City Center, 33573

BYE-BYE
TURKEY NECK!

YOU’RE INVITED!

Gentle Numbing & Oral Sedation

Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons

Luxury, In-Office Treatment

No General Anesthesia or Hospitalization
Safer, Less Downtime!

Local Anesthesia FaceLifts

REQUEST YOUR FREE CONSULT

813.305.7715
IMAGELIFT.COM  TAMPA &  THE VILLAGES, FL

*results typical and do vary

Enjoy Complimentary...♦ Spin the Wheel to Win a Prize♦ Beauty Plan & Access Exclusive Specials♦ Lunch After the Presentation Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other
service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to ad for the free, discounted fee,
or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

Wed., Jan 14 @ 2PM | King’s Point
2020 Clubhouse – North & South Forum

2020 Clubhouse Dr, 2nd Floor, Sun City Center 33573

IMAGELIFT Facial Beauty Seminar
Wed., Jun 11 @ 2PM • King’s Point - Sun City Ctr.

1900 Clubhouse Dr. Sun City Center, 33573

BYE-BYE
TURKEY NECK!

YOU’RE INVITED!

Gentle Numbing & Oral Sedation

Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons

Luxury, In-Office Treatment

No General Anesthesia or Hospitalization
Safer, Less Downtime!

Local Anesthesia FaceLifts

REQUEST YOUR FREE CONSULT

813.305.7715
IMAGELIFT.COM  TAMPA &  THE VILLAGES, FL

*results typical and do vary

Enjoy Complimentary...♦ Spin the Wheel to Win a Prize♦ Beauty Plan & Access Exclusive Specials♦ Lunch After the Presentation Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other
service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to ad for the free, discounted fee,
or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

Wed., Jan 14 @ 2PM | King’s Point
2020 Clubhouse – North & South Forum

2020 Clubhouse Dr, 2nd Floor, Sun City Center 33573

IMAGELIFT Facial Beauty Seminar
Wed., Jun 11 @ 2PM • King’s Point - Sun City Ctr.

1900 Clubhouse Dr. Sun City Center, 33573

BYE-BYE
TURKEY NECK!

YOU’RE INVITED!

Gentle Numbing & Oral Sedation

Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons

Luxury, In-Office Treatment

No General Anesthesia or Hospitalization
Safer, Less Downtime!

Local Anesthesia FaceLifts

REQUEST YOUR FREE CONSULT

813.305.7715
IMAGELIFT.COM  TAMPA &  THE VILLAGES, FL

*results typical and do vary

Enjoy Complimentary...♦ Spin the Wheel to Win a Prize♦ Beauty Plan & Access Exclusive Specials♦ Lunch After the Presentation Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other
service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to ad for the free, discounted fee,
or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

Wed., Jan 14 @ 2PM | King’s Point
2020 Clubhouse – North & South Forum

2020 Clubhouse Dr, 2nd Floor, Sun City Center 33573
813-327-4931

Wednesday, October 14th @ 2pm
King’s Point Seminar

King’s Point 2020 Ctr Bldg
1900 Clubhouse Drive
Lunch Will Be Served

Hillsborough Education Foun-
dation (HEF) is proud to an-
nounce a charitable gift of 
$327,000 from the Suncoast 
Credit Union Foundation. The 
funds will support several of 
HEF’s key programs, ensuring 
that students, teachers and 
schools throughout Hillsborough Coun-
ty receive the resources they need to 
thrive.

Through the Teaching Tools Resource 
Center, teachers can access essential 
classroom supplies at no cost, while 
the Transforming Early Literacy Initia-
tive provides job-embedded coaching 
for early educators at 31 high-needs 
schools, helping young learners build 
strong foundations for future success. 
Suncoast Credit Union Foundation’s sup-
port also helps fund School and Class-
room Enrichment Grants that bring 
innovative learning opportunities to stu-
dents, mentoring programs that provide 
students with guidance and encourage-
ment and the CEOs in Schools initiative, 
which connects business leaders with 
public schools to deepen understanding 
and strengthen community partnerships.

“Suncoast Credit Union Foundation is 
a valued partner in expanding opportu-

nities for students and 
educators across Hills-
borough County,” said 
Anna Corman, president 
and CEO of Hillsborough 
Education Foundation. 
“Their generous invest-
ment helps put essential 
resources in the hands 
of teachers, build strong 

f o u n d a -
tions for 
our young-
est learners 
and prepare 
students for 
success be-
yond high 
school. We 
are grateful 

for their continued commitment to pub-
lic education and for investing alongside 
us in the success of our students, teach-
ers and schools.”

Suncoast Credit Union, Florida’s larg-
est credit union, founded the Suncoast 
Credit Union Foundation to promote the 
education, health and emotional well-be-
ing of children in the community. Each 
time a Suncoast member uses their 
debit or credit card, the credit union 
donates four cents to the foundation to 
fund local initiatives. Since its inception 
in 1990, the foundation has raised and 
donated more than $68 million.

“Founded by educators in 1934, Sun-
coast Credit Union has spent more than 
90 years investing in teachers, students 
and schools,” said Kevin Johnson, presi-
dent and CEO of Suncoast Credit Union. 
“We’re especially proud to help students 
across Hillsborough County thrive and 
reach their full potential.”

Sta! Report

SUNCOAST FOUNDATION INVESTS $327,000 
IN HILLSBOROUGH EDUCATION PROGRAMS

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES 

UPCOMING CLASSES
Maternity Tour

Thursday, Oct 22 | Tuesday, Oct 27

Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, Oct 17 | Saturday, Nov 14

Breastfeeding 101 (Virtual)
Monday, Oct 26

NICU Sibling Class
Wednesday, Oct 28 | Wednesday, Nov 18 

All About Baby:
A One-Day Infant Essential Event

Saturday, Nov 14

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

844.630.5295

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn

more & register
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$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other o!er.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other o!er.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

11/30/2026

11/30/2026

10524 CR 672  l  813-499-0884  l  NOW OPEN! 

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview  l  813-499-9606

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

$40 OFF
Any Air Condition Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday

30 Years in Brandon!

 $49.95 

FAMILY MEALS
(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 lbs)

Ropa Vieja (2 lbs)
Lechon Asado (2 lbs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

More than 40 Publix associates and 
store managers from 12 area stores spent 
Sept. 22 volunteering at United Food Bank 
and Services in Plant City as part of the 
company’s Publix Serves initiative.

The visit also came with a major boost 
for the food bank. Publix Super Markets 
Charities presented the organization with 
a $60,000 contribution to strengthen 
hunger-relief e!orts across eastern Hills-
borough County.

John Doran, executive director of Publix 
Super Markets Charities, joined associates 
and local store leaders for the presenta-
tion. Publix Super Markets Charities, the 
grocery chain’s charitable foundation, 
supports organizations focused on hun-
ger relief, education and other community 
needs.

Throughout the day, volunteers worked 
on a range of projects that keep the food 
bank running. They assembled Kids Week-
end Bags for students at 26 local schools, 
sorted fresh produce and shelf-stable 
food, prepared beverage bags and handed 
out meal boxes to families. Others pitched 
in on behind-the-scenes tasks that help 
the organization carry out its mission.

The work touched nearly every part of 

the food bank’s 
operation, from 
the warehouse 
floor to the distri-
bution line.

The Kids Week-
end Bags are 
designed to help 
students who may 
not have enough 
to eat at home 
when school meals 
are not available, 
such as over the 
weekend.

The impact 
reaches well beyond a single day. Unit-
ed Food Bank and Services serves about 
15,000 people each month, and the Publix 
donation will help provide food and other 
essential resources to local children, fami-
lies, seniors and veterans.

Since 1991, the nonprofit has served as 
a lifeline for individuals and families fac-
ing hunger and hardship. Its mission is to 
help people move from “a state of hunger” 
to self-su"ciency, empowerment and 
self-reliance.

Through its Feeding Our Community 
program, the food bank o!ers daily on-
site food distribution along with targeted 
outreach in underserved neighborhoods.

Publix Serves is the company’s volunteer 
program, which encourages associates to 
give back in the communities where they 
live and work.

The food bank relies on donations and 
volunteers to keep up with demand. Con-
tributions, according to the organization, 
help do more than fill empty plates; they 
help create lasting change.

For more information or to donate, visit 
ufbpc.org or follow @UnitedFoodBank-
AndServices on social media.

Sta! Report

PUBLIX SERVES BRINGS 40 VOLUNTEERS 
AND A $60,000 GIFT TO LOCAL FOOD BANK

Broadway fans can look forward to a 
new season of theater at the RP Funding 
Center in Lakeland, with three acclaimed 
productions scheduled for 2027.

The inaugural Broadway in Lakeland 
season will feature CLUE, HADESTOWN 
and The Who’s TOMMY, o!ering audienc-
es a mix of comedy, mythology and rock 
music.

Season subscriptions are now avail-
able, with packages starting at $145 for 
all three shows. Series price levels are 
$280 for Level One, $220 for Level Two 
and $145 for Level Three.

Subscribers receive guaranteed seats 
for each performance, access to the best 
available seats at subscription pricing, 
first options to upgrade seats and special 
ticket o!ers. Subscribers also have the 
opportunity to purchase tickets to select 
add-on performances before they go on 
sale to the general public.

The season opens with CLUE on Janu-
ary 31, 2027, at 7 p.m. Based on the popu-
lar 1985 movie and classic Hasbro board 
game, the production brings the familiar 
suspects and weapons to the stage for 
a comedic murder mystery. Six guests 
gather at Boddy Manor, where murder 
and blackmail lead to a night of twists, 

turns and unexpected revelations.
On March 2, 2027, at 7:30 p.m., HA-

DESTOWN takes the stage. The Tony 
Award-winning musical, created by sing-
er-songwriter Anaïs Mitchell and origi-
nally directed by Rachel Chavkin, weaves 
together the ancient stories of Orpheus 
and Eurydice and of Hades and Perse-
phone. The production won eight Tony 
Awards in 2019, including Best Musical, 
as well as the 2020 Grammy Award for 
Best Musical Theater Album.

The season concludes on June 1, 2027, 
at 7 p.m. with The Who’s TOMMY, a new 
production of the iconic rock opera creat-
ed by The Who in 1969. Featuring songs 
including “Pinball Wizard,” “I’m Free,” 
“See Me, Feel Me” and “Sensation,” the 
production follows Tommy Walker’s ex-
traordinary journey from troubled young 
man to pinball sensation.

Subscriptions can be purchased online 
at www.rpfundingcenter.com/broadway, 
by calling the RP Funding Center Box Of-
fice at 863-834-8111 or in person at 701 
W. Lime St. The box o"ce is open 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays.

For ticket and ADA seating informa-
tion, call 863-834-8100. Service fees 
may apply.

Sta! Report

BROADWAY IN LAKELAND ANNOUNCES 
2027 SEASON WITH THREE HIT SHOWS

SCAN ME

STREETSOCCER
5 WEEKS • SMALL-SIDED GAMES • SKILL DEVELOPMENT

U8-U12 6-7PM | U13-U16 7:15-8:15PM
DATES: 10/23 - 10/30 - 11/6 - 11/20
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Regain control with 
Aquablation therapy. 

“My quality of life has 
improved. I’m able to do 
things that I used to do.” 
Ray, Urology Patient

45
41

00
81

85

Learn more today. 
BPHReliefFlorida.com

Long-Term Relief from Prostate Symptoms
If you want to get back to a restful night’s sleep or having peace of mind before your favorite activities, Aquablation therapy could 
be the answer. AdventHealth o!ers this innovative, incisionless procedure for long-term relief of symptoms tied to an enlarged 
prostate, otherwise known as BPH, with a low risk of side e!ects or complications. Don’t ignore your symptoms. Ask our urology 
experts about this minimally invasive treatment that can help you regain control and feel whole.

Estate Planning
Medicaid and Long Term Care Planning
Powers of Attorney
Guardian Advocacy
Probate and Trust Administration

�áááِ ۴  ב׎דזٮזבג٣ב׏ז٢RALLLAáِC�M
� גהג׏aǸfield (riveً  randonً IL

Laurie Ohall
FL Board Certified
Elder Law Attorney

HELPING FAMILIES PLAN
FOR THE FUTURE

State Rep. Danny Alvarez, Michael Owen 
and Lennard High School JROTC leadership 
recognized three JROTC cadets for their 
extraordinary courage, quick thinking and 
lifesaving actions after encountering a fel-
low student critically injured near Lennard 
High School.

Three cadets, Tyler Grooms and siblings 
Max and Tess Britton, sprang into action in 
August after witnessing a fellow student in 
need of immediate medical assistance.

Max and Grooms quickly began providing 
first aid, using a belt as an improvised tour-
niquet to help control severe bleeding. Tess 
called 911 and ran to Lennard High School’s 
administrative o!ce to get additional help.

The cadets remained with the injured stu-
dent until first responders arrived, working 
together and remaining composed under ex-
traordinarily di!cult circumstances.

“These three young leaders saw someone 
in desperate need of help, and they didn’t 
hesitate. They acted,” Alvarez said. “Max, 
Tess and Tyler showed courage, compassion 
and leadership well beyond their years. Their 
actions helped save a life, and they should 
make every parent, teacher and member of 
this community incredibly proud.”

The cadets were recog-
nized Thursday during a news 
conference in Lennard High 
School’s JROTC classroom, 
where speakers highlighted 
the role JROTC instructors 
play in preparing students to 
lead, serve and respond when 
their communities need them.

Grooms said, “My scouts 
and JROTC first aid training 
came into action when we 
saw the bleeding.”

“What happened that day 
demonstrates the tremendous 
character being developed in 

young people right here in our community,” 
Owen said. “These cadets relied on one an-
other, kept their composure and put some-
one else’s well-being ahead of their own. 
That is service. That is leadership. And that 
is exactly why programs like JROTC and the 
instructors behind them are so valuable.”

Lennard High School’s JROTC program 
emphasizes leadership, teamwork, responsi-
bility and service, preparing cadets to carry 
those principles beyond the classroom. The 
cadets’ actions exemplify the Army values 
at the heart of JROTC, including duty, re-
spect, selfless service, honor and personal 
courage.

“What these cadets did is a reminder that 
leadership isn’t just about wearing a uniform 
or holding a title,” Alvarez said. “Leadership 
is recognizing when someone needs you and 
having the courage to step forward. These 
three stepped forward, and a young man is 
alive today because people were willing to 
act.”

The mother of the injured student sent a 
letter to Britton and Grooms thanking them 
for their life-saving actions. The student is 
home and recovering.

LENNARD HIGH JROTC TRIO SAVE LIFE 
OF FELLOW STUDENT AFTER STABBING

Sta! Report

State Rep. Danny Alvarez presents awards to three Lennard High 
School JROTC cadets, siblings Max and Tess Britton and Tyler 

Grooms (center), recognizing their courage and lifesaving actions 
after a fellow student was critically injured.
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6106 Delancey Station Street
Riverview, FL 33578

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570

Make the
journey
count.

A new middle school under construction 
in Wimauma will bear the name of a long-
time Hillsborough County Public Schools 
leader whose career spanned nearly four 
decades.

On September 1, the Hillsborough Coun-
ty School Board voted to name the new 
campus Kenneth R. Otero Middle School. 
Currently referred to as Middle School VV, 
the school’s name was selected following a 
community naming process that generated 
more than 1,100 recommendations for con-
sideration.

Located on West Lake Drive in Wimauma, 
on the same property as Aquilla J. Morgan 
High School, the approximately $72 million 
middle school is scheduled to open in Au-
gust 2027. The school will serve students in 
grades six through eight, with capacity for 
up to 1,600 students.

The new campus will provide students 
with a variety of academic and enrichment 
opportunities designed to complement the 
educational o!erings at nearby Aquilla J. 
Morgan High School, which opened in 2025.

Planned programs include rigorous and 
accelerated coursework, opportunities to 
earn high school credits, career and tech-
nical education, industry certifications and 
extracurricular activities. Students will also 

have opportunities to 
participate in clubs and 
sports based on student 
interest.

Kenneth R. Ote-
ro Middle School will 
honor an educator and 
administrator who ded-
icated 38 years to Hill-
sborough County Public 
Schools, serving from 
1975 to 2013.

Otero began his ca-
reer as a teacher at 

Plant High School in 1975 before becom-
ing an assistant principal at the school. He 
later served as principal of Sligh Junior 
High School and Tampa Bay Technical High 
School.

In 1996, Otero transitioned into district 
leadership as general director. He subse-
quently served as assistant superintendent 
for administration and deputy superinten-
dent.

Throughout his career, Otero helped sup-
port student success, strengthen school 
leadership and advance educational oppor-
tunities throughout the district.

“This new middle school represents our 
continued commitment to providing stu-
dents with access to innovative learning 
environments in communities experiencing 
rapid growth,” said Superintendent Van 
Ayres.

“We look forward to opening the Kenneth 
R. Otero Middle School in 2027, which will 
honor an exceptional former leader whose 
contributions helped shape the success of 
our district and the students we serve.”

The school’s opening will expand educa-
tional opportunities for families in the rap-
idly growing South Hillsborough County 
community.

By Marie Gilmore

MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMED IN HONOR OF 
EDUCATOR KENNETH R. OTERO

Boo Bash Trick-or-
treat

Dillard’s department 
store at Brandon Ex-
change is hosting Boo 
Bash, an indoor trick-or-
treating event for fami-
lies, on Saturday, October 
24, from 12 Noon-2 p.m. 
Along with trick-or-treat-
ing, there will be games 
and music from a DJ. 
Dillard’s is located at 303 
Brandon Town Center 
Dr. in Brandon. Come out 
dressed in your favorite costume and enjoy 
the fun.

Grace At Lithia, Fall Festival
Grace at Lithia church is hosting a Fall 

Festival on Sunday, October 18 starting at 
Noon, in partnership with HCA Healthcare. 
It will have lots of family activities, including 
inflatables, games, food trucks, costumes, 
an ambulance for the kids to explore, and a 
really cute Teddy Bear Health Clinic where 
kids can take a teddy bear through a toy 
X-ray machine and receive a printout of the 
X-ray. Grace At Lithia is located at 5708 
Lithia Pinecrest Rd., In Lithia.

Annual Black Cat 5K Fun Run 
Bene!tting A Kitten Place

Animal lovers are invited to lace up their 
sneakers and make a lifesaving di!erence at 
the sixth annual Black Cat 5K Fun Run, pre-
sented by The Fuddy Fund and benefiting A 
Kitten Place, a local nonprofit rescue dedi-
cated to saving homeless cats and kittens 
throughout the Tampa Bay area.

The untimed 5K fun run and 1-mile 
walk will take place on Saturday, Octo-

ber 24, in the Twin 
Lakes neighborhood 
at 3002 Beaver Pond 
Trail in Valrico, bring-
ing together runners, 
walkers, families and 
animal lovers for a 
morning of fun while 
raising funds for cats 
in need.

This year’s event 
has an exciting new 
focus: fundraising 
through teams and in-
dividual participants. 

Organizers hope to expand the event’s im-
pact by encouraging supporters to create 
fundraising teams, invite friends and family 
to donate, and compete for fun prizes along 
the way. Registration is now open. For regis-
tration, fundraising information, sponsorship 
opportunities or more information about A 
Kitten Place, visit https://akittenplace.org/
events/.

Haunted Woods Events At Hills-
borough River State Park

Are you ready to face your worst night-
mare? Haunted Woods at Hillsborough River 
State Park is where your nightmares be-
come alive. As night falls, the woods come 
to life and turn into pure terror. Brave the 
Scare Trail — Beyond the Grave — where 
the undead are clocking in.

This is recommended for children over 12 
years of age and will take place from 7-10 
p.m. at Hillsborough River State Park, lo-
cated at 15402 U.S. 301 in Thonotosassa, 
on Friday and Saturday, October 16-17. For 
a more family-friendly event, bring younger 
children to the Beyond the Grave Kids Trail 
event, which runs from 3-6 p.m. only. This is 
a cash-only event.

runsignup.com/akpblackcat5k

Sta! Report

HALLOWEEN, FALL FESTS, BOO BASH 
AND ANNUAL BLACK CAT 5K
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Just hours after receiv-
ing the keys to their new 
homes, Sharvona Jordan 
and David Reece are be-
ginning new chapters as 
the first homeowners 
in Habitat for Humanity 
of Tampa Bay Hillsbor-
ough’s Pope Leo Village 
initiative.

For Jordan, a licensed 
insurance agent, the mo-
ment means leaving be-
hind a home where she 
shares a bedroom with 
her 5-year-old daughter; 
water must be boiled be-
fore it can be used for cooking, bathing 
or cleaning; and the roof is not stable.

“Home means security to me,” said 
Jordan. “It ensures my daughter has a 
safe environment where she can thrive 
and be the very best version of herself. 
Having a home makes me feel so accom-
plished, and I am so grateful for this op-
portunity.” 

For Reece, a flight attendant who had 
been sharing limited space in his sister’s 
home, homeownership brings the inde-
pendence and permanence he has want-
ed for a long time.

“Home is a place where you can relax, 
knowing that you belong right where you 
are,” said Reece. “It’s a firm foundation 
I have only dreamed of having until now. 
I love to travel for work, but I look for-
ward to returning home to friends and 
family. To the donor and volunteers, you 
are di!erence-makers beyond belief.”

The across-the-street homes in Wind-
horst Commons in Brandon are the first 
completed in the local eight-home Pope 
Leo Village project, a new multicity ef-
fort sponsored and inspired by an anon-
ymous donor dedicated to Pope Leo’s 

vision and commitment to serve others.
“Sharvona and David’s stories are ex-

actly why we’re building Pope Leo Vil-
lage, to create safe, a!ordable homes 
while giving more people the opportu-
nity to serve their neighbors and help 
build a stronger future for families,” said 
Tina Forcier, CEO of Habitat for Humani-
ty of Tampa Bay Hillsborough. “We hope 
these homes inspire young people and 
people of all faiths to volunteer and fi-
nancially support our work.”

Sta! Report
FIRST POPE LEO VILLAGE HOMES DEDICATED IN WINDHORST COMMONS

The donor wants the initiative to not 
only create housing but also reignite 
civic engagement and a shared sense of 
purpose, drawing inspiration from Pope 
Leo’s emphasis on community service, 
especially among younger generations. 

“Building high-quality, a!ordable 
housing provides an exciting opportu-
nity for us all, with a special appeal to 
young adults, to put Faith into Action 
with the Pope Leo Village initiative,” 
said the anonymous donor. “As Pope Leo 

has said, ‘In that service 
to others we may find 
that coming together in 
friendship, building up 
community, we, too, can 
find true meaning in our 
lives.’”

To help gifts go even 
further, the anonymous 
donor will match every 
donation toward the 
project dollar for dollar, 
doubling the communi-
ty’s impact while match-
ing funds last. Similar 
projects are planned in 
cities across the country, 

including Chicago, Illinois; Cleveland, 
Ohio; Nashville, Tennessee; and St. Louis, 
Missouri.

Habitat homeowners also contrib-
ute sweat equity, putting in hundreds 
of hours helping build their homes and 
making an investment in their future. 
The two homes are part of Windhorst 
Commons, Habitat for Humanity of 
Tampa Bay Hillsborough’s 23-home 
neighborhood in Brandon, featuring 
hurricane-resilient construction. The 
remaining homes in the community are 
expected to be completed by early 2027.

 
About Habitat for Humanity of Tampa 

Bay Hillsborough 
Habitat for Humanity of Tampa Bay 

Hillsborough builds and renovates 
homes in partnership with people in 
need of decent, a!ordable housing and 
has worked with local homeowners and 
the community on more than 650 homes 
since 1987. Habitat a"liates around the 
world have helped more than 62 million 
people build or improve the places they 
call home. For more information, visit 
https://habitathillsborough.org/.
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CUSTOM HAIR

THE LOOK YOUWANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

Thin Hair?
For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

customhairtampabay.com • APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

56
33

6-
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• FREE CONSULTATION!
• EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

• NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

• Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
• Largest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
• Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

Tampa Bay Water contin-
ues to make significant prog-
ress on the construction of 
the new South Hillsborough 
Pipeline, and those e!orts 
have been made easier by 
the cooperation of residents, 
business owners and drivers 
to make accommodations as 
they endure temporary in-
conveniences.

To help businesses contin-
ue to attract customers and 
help customers remember 
those businesses are still 
open and operat-
ing, we are unveil-
ing a new Shop 
Local section on 
https://southhill-
sboroughpipeline.
com. It makes it 
easier to discover businesses along and 
near the pipeline route whether grabbing 
lunch, meeting a friend for dinner, shopping 
for everyday essentials, going to a medical 
or dental appointment or scheduling a ser-
vice.

You may find a longtime favorite or dis-
cover someplace new. Grab a co!ee at 
Scooter’s Co!ee, enjoy a quick bite at Cul-
ver’s, get back on track at Fitness Forge or 
stop by Danny’s Deli for lunch. Take care 
of your health at Brandon Medical Center, 
find the perfect piece at Nova Furniture or 
treat your pet to a stay at Canine Cabana. 
These are just a few of the many businesses 
continuing to welcome customers through-
out construction. 

Every visit makes a di!erence. By con-
tinuing to shop, dine and patronize local 
businesses, you help ensure the unique 
places that make this community feel like 
home will make it through this construction 

period and be well-posi-
tioned to succeed after 
the pipeline is in place.

The website will also 
feature local deals, pro-
motions and events, 
giving residents another 
reason to visit business-
es throughout the cor-
ridor. Business owners 
can submit upcoming 
o!ers or events through 
the project website, 
https://southhillsbor-
o u g h p i p e l i n e . c o m /

shop-local/. 
There are 
also oppor-
tunities for 
businesses in 
need of sup-
port. If you 

are a business owner, Tampa Bay Water is 
here to help. Visit the new page to request 
additional promotion and support.

At the same time, visitors can use the 
website to review construction updates, 
closures and detours and sign up for email 
alerts. 

We are all in this together — Tampa Bay 
Water, Hillsborough County, local business-
es, residents and the entire South Hills-
borough County community. Embrace the 
Shop Local campaign and check out the 
new business directory on the website. A 
construction detour may add a few minutes 
to your trip, but your continued support of 
local businesses along the pipeline route 
will help them cope now and flourish later.

SHOP LOCAL: BUSINESSES STAY OPEN 
DURING PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION

By Maribel Medina

Maribel Medina is planning and projects direc-
tor for Tampa Bay Water, which supplies whole-

sale drinking water to Hillsborough County, 
Pasco County, Pinellas County, New Port Richey, 

St. Petersburg and Tampa.
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Valid at Better Blend - 
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coupon. Equal or lesser value.
Limit one coupon per visit.
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other offers. No cash value.
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Happy Hour 
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Shakes

Main Office: 108 S. St. Cloud Ave, Valrico
Hours: 6am - 6 pm

Fax (813)685-3607 | brandonpestcontrol@tampabay.rr.com

Serving: Clearwater - Tampa - Orlando - Plant City
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Following its last 
production, Murder, 
Denied, an original 
murder mystery 
that kept audiences 
guessing, MacBeth 
& Cheese is return-
ing to the scene of 
the crime. But this 
time, it’s trading an 
original mystery for 
a legendary one.

MacBeth & Cheese 
invites you to climb 
aboard the world’s 
most famous train 
for Agatha Chris-
tie’s classic mystery, 
Murder on the Ori-
ent Express, adapted 
for the stage by Ken Ludwig and directed 
by Amy Windle. The production promises 
the suspense, wit, memorable characters 
and twists of Christie’s famous mystery.

“Bringing Murder on the Orient Express 
to the stage has been an absolute joy. It 
has everything you want in a great night 
of theater — a fantastic cast of charac-
ters, plenty of laughs, a little glamour 
and, of course, a murder to solve,” said 
Amy Windle, director and co-founder of 
MacBeth & Cheese. “We’ve had so much 
fun creating this world, and I can’t wait 
for our audiences to climb aboard and ex-
perience it with us.”

A luxurious train.
A raging snowstorm.
A wealthy passenger found murdered 

in his compartment.
The train is stopped in its tracks — and 

a killer is trapped on board.
Now, legendary detective Hercule 

Poirot must unravel a web of secrets, 

lies and hidden mo-
tives. With a train 
full of suspects and 
nowhere to escape, 
the question is … can 
YOU solve the mur-
der before Poirot 
does?

Experience Mur-
der on the Orient 
Express this Octo-
ber with MacBeth 
& Cheese, your local 
all-volunteer com-
munity theater.

P e r f o r m a n c e s 
begin on Friday, 
October 16, at the 
Firehouse Cultural 
Center, located at 

101 First Ave. NE in Ruskin, with addi-
tional performances at Brandon Perform-
ing Arts, located at located at 225 E. 
Brandon Blvd. in Brandon, beginning on 
Friday, October 30.

Mystery. Suspense. Humor. And an 
ending you won’t want spoiled!

See the complete performance sched-
ule at https://macbethandcheese.com/.

MacBeth & Cheese — live theater that 
pulls you in and doesn’t let go.

MacBeth & Cheese, a community the-
ater company, presents productions in 
partnership with the Firehouse Cultural 
Center in Ruskin.

For more information about MacBeth & 
Cheese, visit https://macbethandcheese.
com/, call 813-485-4341 or email info@
macbethandcheese.com.

For tickets, upcoming performances 
and arts programming at the Firehouse 
Cultural Center, visit https://firehouse-
culturalcenter.org/ or call 813-645-7651.

Sta! Report

A LEGENDARY WHODUNIT COMES 
TO RUSKIN AND BRANDON

For Tina Delgado, 
skin care has always 
been about more than 
looking good. It is 
about feeling confident, 
caring for yourself and 
embracing every stage 
of life.

That philosophy is at 
the heart of New Be-
ginnings Skincare LLC, 
doing business as NBS 
Esthetics, where Del-
gado combines profes-
sional skin care treat-
ments with wellness 
education and practical 
guidance for healthy 
aging.

Based in Apollo Beach, Delgado spe-
cializes in maturing and sensitive skin and 
o!ers customized facials and treatments, 
including LED light therapy, dermaplan-
ing, enzyme masks, microdermabrasion, 
peels, high-frequency and facial massage. 
She also o!ers back facials, aromathera-
py and professional skin care products.

Her journey into the industry began 
in Orlando, where she represented Ca-
ribbean Sol Natural Sunscreen at luxury 
resorts and educated guests about miner-
al-based sun protection. After moving to 
Apollo Beach, she worked as an aesthetic 
technician with MediClinics Aesthetics in 
Tampa, gaining experience with advanced 
laser and skin-rejuvenation technologies.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Delga-
do continued her education at Chic Image 
Academy in Tampa, earning her Florida 
Facial Specialist license. She soon opened 
her own practice, bringing her experience 
and passion for natural approaches to 
skin care directly to clients.

Today, NBS Esthetics has expanded 

beyond traditional 
facials into a philos-
ophy Delgado de-
scribes as “Healthy 
skin. Healthy living. 
Healthy aging.” She 
encourages clients 
to consider the con-
nection between 
professional skin 
care, daily habits, 
nutrition, move-
ment, sun protec-
tion, self-care and 
overall wellness.

Delgado, who 
served in the Army 
Reserves,  also 

serves as a referral resource for adults 
interested in learning more about physi-
cian-guided wellness options, including 
GLP-1 and peptide therapies. She empha-
sized that she is not a medical provider 
and does not diagnose, prescribe or over-
see medical treatment. Those decisions 
are handled by licensed medical profes-
sionals through a telehealth partner.

For Delgado, education is an important 
part of the experience. Her goal is to help 
clients understand their options and de-
velop realistic, consistent habits that sup-
port healthier-looking skin as they age.

Her advice is simple: Wear sunscreen, 
stay hydrated and take care of yourself 
from the inside out.

“I hope you feel seen, supported and 
empowered on your journey to healthy 
skin, healthy living and healthy aging,” 
Delgado said.

NBS Esthetics is available by appoint-
ment inside Bay Area Salon, located 223 
Flamingo Dr. in Apollo Beach. Call 813-
922-9327 or book appointments online at 
www.nbsesthetics.com.

By Marie Gilmore

NBS ESTHETICS HELPS CLIENTS FEEL 
CONFIDENT AT EVERY AGE
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TRUST LOCAL
 uilt  ƪ Our Gaŋilƪɚ qaāe Gor Ðoursɚ
New Pool Construction/Pool Resurfacing
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSGORq ÐOUR POOLɗ
We Specialize In New Pool Construction,
Remodeling, Resurfacing & Refinishing
Existing Pools!

Call Ðour Local Pool 1ƩŴertsɗ
Prouālƪ Serƣing All Of
Qillsùorougĩ Countƪɗ

813-689-5197A P O L L O P O O L S . N E T

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!
BUILD NOW
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

After 13 years 
as an Army o!-
cer, John Plum-
stead made a de-
cision that would 
take him from 
leading soldiers 
to leading busi-
nesses.

P l u m s t e a d 
served from Sec-
ond Lieutenant 
to Major, taught 
at West Point 
and led soldiers 
in combat before taking o" his uniform in 
2022.

“I never went and got a job. Not one day 
of it,” Plumstead said.

Instead, he continued building on a path 
he had already started while serving. Plum-
stead had been investing in real estate on 
active duty and, by the time he separated 
from the Army, was raising outside capital 
for self-storage investments.

Today, he has built a seven-figure busi-
ness, closed more than $20 million in real 
estate deals and completed more than 100 
residential flips.

His entrepreneurial philosophy is straight-
forward.

“Every business I own has the same two 
problems. It needs people, and it needs cus-
tomers,” he said. “I solved both for myself 
before I ever sold either one to anyone else.”

Through Bravo Company Digital, Plum-
stead helps businesses address both.

The company provides full-time, col-
lege-educated professionals for roles ranging 
from sales development and bookkeeping 
to customer service, permitting, operations 
and executive assistance. It also provides 
lead-generation services through Meta ad-

ver t i s i ng , 
o u t b o u n d 
marketing 
and frac-
tional CMO 
services.

P l u m -
stead also 
f o u n d e d 
East of Tam-
pa, a hyper-
local media 
c o m p a n y 
focused on 
eastern Hill-

sborough County. The platform has grown 
to more than 5,000 newsletter subscribers, 
18,000 social media followers and more 
than 2 million monthly content views, while 
supporting local businesses through adver-
tising.

His other ventures include Gray Line In-
vestments, a veteran-owned real estate 
company focused on self-storage and in-
dustrial properties, and Team Plumstead, 
the residential real estate team he operates 
with his wife, Danielle.

Outside of business, Plumstead remains 
focused on community and family. He coach-
es Pop Warner football and serves as Ath-
letic Director for the FishHawk Spartans, 
where his wife also serves as league man-
ager.

The Plumsteads are raising four sons in 
FishHawk after their children spent their 
early years living in 10 states over 10 years.

For Plumstead, the common thread con-
necting military service, entrepreneurship, 
coaching and fatherhood is intensity.

“Football. Building businesses. Competing. 
Anything that rewards intensity,” he said. 
“I’m a high achiever, I tend to go all in, and I 
like that about myself.”

EAST OF TAMPA HIGHLIGHTS  
COMMUNITY & BUSINESSES

By  Marie Gilmore

For residents looking for more than just 
a place to live, Shadetree Apartments in 
Ruskin o"ers a lifestyle centered around 
comfort, convenience and connection.

Located at 3511 Great Cypress Circle in 
the Cypress Village neighborhood, Shade-
tree features 260 apartment homes 
spread across 30 acres of lush land-
scaping, green space, ponds and walking 
paths. The community is designed to pro-
vide residents with resort-style ameni-
ties while keeping everyday conveniences 
close to home.

Recent community upgrades include 
brand-new grills, enhanced resort-style 
amenities and a robust calendar of resi-
dent events designed to encourage neigh-
bors to connect and enjoy the community 
together.

At the heart of Shadetree is its 
9,000-square-foot clubhouse, which 
provides spaces for both relaxation and 
productivity. Residents can work from 
the collaborative workspace, relax in the 
TV lounge, challenge friends to a game of 
pool or poker or gather around the wet 
bar. A book nook, a co"ee bar and social 
areas o"er additional places to unwind.

Outside, 
residents 
can enjoy 
a beach-
style en-
try swim-
ming pool 
with a 
fountain , 
p r i v a t e 
cabanas , 
a poolside 
p e r g o -
la and a 
turf game 

lawn. New grilling options make it easy 
to host a barbecue or enjoy an evening 
outdoors. There are also two dog parks, 
expansive lawns and scenic walking 
paths for residents and their four-legged 
companions.

Wellness is another focus, with a fully 
equipped fitness center and therapeutic 
sauna available within the community.

Apartment homes feature open floor 
plans, 9 or 10-foot ceilings, expansive 
windows, quartz countertops, stainless 
steel appliances, full-size front-loading 
washers and dryers, luxury vinyl flooring 
and large walk-in closets. Select homes 
also o"er private balconies or patios, ga-
rages, dens and views of ponds or green 
spaces.

Shadetree is also conveniently located 
near shopping, dining, outdoor recreation 
and Gulf Coast attractions that make 
Ruskin a popular place to call home.

For more information, visit www.
shadetree.apartments and select “Sched-
ule A Tour,” or call 813-610-0079. Lim-
ited-time move-in specials may be avail-
able, including up to three months free 
for qualified applicants.

Sta! Report

SHADETREE OFFERS RESORT-STYLE 
RENTALS IN THE HEART OF RUSKIN
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Holiday Sip n Shop
Please join the Women of 

Grace for food, fellowship and 
fun at its Holiday Sip n Shop Tea at Grace 
at Lithia on Saturday, November 7, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. In addition to tea and treats, 
there will be a carefully curated selection of 
local, woman-owned vendors present and 
multiple vacation getaways to bid on in the 
silent auction. You won’t want to miss this 
exciting community event. Tickets are $30 
and must be purchased in advance by Sat-
urday, October 31. Proceeds will go to Grace 
at Lithia’s community outreach missions. To 
register, please visit its website at https://
mygraceumc.churchcenter.com/registra-
tions/events/3851829.

Runway For A Reason
Women of Hope at New Hope Church will 

host Runway for a Reason, a fashion show 
and luncheon benefiting ECHO, on Saturday, 
October 10, at 11:30 a.m. The event will take 
place in the New Hope Church Social Hall, 
located at 121 N. Knights Ave. in Brandon. 
The afternoon will bring together fashion, 
fellowship and giving back while supporting 
ECHO’s mission to provide emergency food, 
clothing and life-stabilizing resources to 
neighbors in need.

Guests will enjoy a luncheon and a fash-
ion show featuring stylish looks from ECHO 
Thrift, showcasing clothing and accessories 
for all seasons. The event will also feature 
an ECHO Thrift Pop-Up Mini Store, giving 

guests an opportunity to shop while 
supporting ECHO.

Guests are asked to RSVP by Mon-
day, October 5. Registration online 
at https://findnewhope.ccbchurch.
com/goto/forms/704/responses/new.

Osprey Heights Craft Fair
Osprey Heights Gracious Retire-

ment Living, located at 2808 Lithia 
Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico, will be hosting 
a craft fair at its facility’s activity cen-

ter on Saturday, October 
17, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Residents will be selling 
a wide variety of unique 

handmade items and crafts. Come and find 
that perfect, one-of-a-kind holiday or birth-
day gift for the people you care about. 

Help Barrington Middle School 
Fill !e Fence

Barrington Middle School PTSA is excit-
ed to kick o! its ‘Fill the Fence’ fundraiser. 
It is asking families, friends and community 
members to help fill the school fence with 
support for the Barrington Bolts. Every con-
tribution, big or small, makes a di!erence 
and helps support the students, teachers 
and school community. Email the PTSA at 
ptsd.barrington@gmail.comor call 813-657-
7266 for additional information. 

Tampa Bay Mission Of Hope 
Registration

Tampa Bay Mission of Hope will be ac-
cepting registrations for its Holiday of Hope 
Thanksgiving and Christmas food and toy 
assistance recipients. To register, please 
bring a photo ID, proof of income, children’s 
birth certificates or Social Security cards. 

Donations can be made at the Mission of 
Hope Thrift Store located at 212 S. St. Cloud 
Ave. in Valrico. Please visit the Tampa Bay 
Mission of Hope’s website at www.tbmis-
sionofhope.org for more information on the 
services it provides and ways that you can 
help.

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Holiday Sip 
& Shop, Craft 
Fair, & More

2021

BENEFITING

PRESENTED BY

STARTS & ENDS in DOWNTOWN TAMPA at Benchmark International Arena!
THANKSGIVING DAYNOV 26th

12th Annual

Artwork 8 inches WIDE on front

NOTE: middle feather 

centered on shirt

1807
137

485
146BlackWhite

152

FREE SHIRT 
for registered racers*
*Shirts are not guaranteed  
if registering after 11/11/26.

SPONSORED IN PART BY:

For more information and to register, visit: tampaymca.org/turkey-gobble
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The Fish-
H a w k - R i v e r -
view Rotary 
Club, in collabo-
ration with Hill-
sborough Coun-
ty Parks and 
Recreation and 
parade sponsor 
Chris Ligori Law 
& Associates, is 
proud to pres-
ent the 42nd 
annual Alafia 
Lighted Boat 
Parade on Sat-
urday, Decem-
ber 5. This trea-
sured holiday 
tradition will 
bring families, 
friends and vis-
itors together 
for an evening 
of festive activities, food, entertainment 
and a spectacular display of beautifully 
decorated boats illuminating the Alafia 
River.

Festivities begin at 4 p.m. at the River-
view Civic Center, where attendees can 
enjoy a visit with Santa, the annual chili 
cook-o!, family-friendly activities, food, 
local nonprofits and live entertainment 
before gathering along the waterfront of 
the Riverview Civic Center at 5:45 pm for 
the highlight of the evening — the annual 
parade of creatively decorated and bril-
liantly illuminated boats. 

Following the parade will be the an-
nouncement and awarding of prizes for 
the chili cook-o! as well as an after par-
ty downriver at the River’s Edge Bar & 
Grill, where boaters, sponsors, volunteers 

and commu-
nity members 
can gather for 
the o"cial an-
nouncement and 
awarding of cash 
prizes for the 
best decorated 
boats, recogniz-
ing participants 
for their creativ-
ity, holiday spirit 
and outstanding 
decorations. 

“For 42 years, 
the Alafia Light-
ed Boat Parade 
has brought our 
community to-
gether to cele-
brate the holiday 
season along the 
Alafia River,” 
said Christine 

Ans, event chair. “From the festivities 
and lighted boat parade at the Riverview 
Civic Center to the post-parade celebra-
tion at River’s Edge Bar & Grill, it’s a truly 
beautiful, magical evening for all ages.”

In addition to a holiday celebration, the 
event helps support the FishHawk-Riv-
erview Rotary Club’s commitment to 
service. Proceeds benefit local service 
projects, scholarships and community 
initiatives that support children, families 
and organizations locally and abroad. 

The Riverview Civic Center is located at 
11020 Park Dr. in Riverview. River’s Edge 
Bar & Grill is located 6226 Ohio Ave. in 
Gibsonton. For information about attend-
ing, sponsorships, boat or chili cook-o! 
registration or volunteering, visit www.
alafiaboatparade.com.

JANUARY 31, 2027 MARCH 2, 2027 JUNE 1, 2027

SEASON TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
RPFUNDINGCENTER.COM/BROADWAY

BROADWAY LAKELANDIN

INAUGURAL SEASON

More chil-
dren in the 
Riverview area 
will be able to 
enjoy horse-
back riding 
lessons in a 
safer and more 
comfortable 
environment 
thanks to a 
new horse cor-
ral at YMCA 
Camp Cristina.

A d v e n t -
Health partnered 
with the Tampa 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Area YMCA to 
fund the project, 
which provides 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
shade and shelter 
for young riders 
while enhancing 
a program that serves families from across 
the community.

AdventHealth and the Tampa Metropoli-
tan Area YMCA celebrated the completion 
of the new 50 by 120 ft. corral on Septem-
ber 14 during a community gathering at 
YMCA Camp Cristina.

The new structure supports the camp’s 
equestrian program, where children of all 
experience levels can learn to ride, build con-
fidence and develop new skills. By providing 
protection from Florida’s heat and weather, 
especially during the hot and humid summer 
months, the corral creates a more comfort-
able environment for riders, horses and in-
structors throughout the year.

Located on a 65-acre campus at 9840 
Balm Riverview Rd. in Riverview, YMCA 
Camp Cristina serves children, families and 

c o m m u n i -
ty groups 
through a 
wide range 
of programs, 
i n c l u d -
ing youth 
sports, af-
ter-school 
care, camps, 
family ac-
tivities and 
leadership 
d e v e l o p -
ment op-

portunities. The 
camp is de-
signed to help 
young people 
explore new 
interests, build 
lasting friend-
ships and de-
velop a sense of 
belonging.

“We’re excited to create even more op-
portunities for young people to learn, grow 
and challenge themselves in an encouraging, 
engaging environment,” Matt Lewis, vice 
president of membership and programs at 
the Tampa Y, said. “This new shaded riding 
arena does just that, reinforcing our com-
mitment to youth development at YMCA 
Camp Cristina for years to come.”

“Every child deserves the opportunity to 
learn, explore and build confidence in a safe 
and supportive environment,” Jason New-
myer, president and CEO of AdventHealth 
Riverview, said. “We’re excited to partner 
with the YMCA to help create a space where 
children can experience the joy of horseback 
riding while gaining skills and confidence 
that will stay with them long after the les-
son ends.”

Sta! Report

ADVENTHEALTH, TAMPA YMCA PARTNER TO 
EXPAND CAMP CRISTINA RIDING ARENA

Brothers Darius Hu!ord, 9, and Cyrus Hu!ord, 11, of Riverview are 
glad to have the new arena open for their lessons.

Sta! Report

ANNUAL ALAFIA LIGHTED BOAT 
PARADE RETURNS DECEMBER 5
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When a 
local phar-
macist Justo 
‘Bill’ Noriega, 
opened a small 
drugstore on 
Brandon Bou-
levard in 1956, 
he could not 
have known it 
would one day 
care for four 
g e n e ra t i o n s 
of the same 
families. Seventy years 
later, Bill’s Prescription 
Center is still doing 
just that, and the fam-
ily-owned pharmacy is 
inviting the community 
to celebrate.

The pharmacy will 
host a Community Well-
ness Celebration from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, November 7, at its location at 202 E. 
Brandon Blvd. in Brandon. The free event 
will bring together local health care pro-
viders, wellness businesses, longtime cus-
tomers and neighbors for a day focused on 
health, education and connection.

Visitors can receive free health screen-
ings, including blood pressure and glucose 
checks, as well as flu shots. Local health and 
wellness vendors will be on hand, along with 
giveaways, ra!e prizes and family-friendly 
activities. The day will also include a special 
tribute to the pharmacy’s founder and to the 
patients, employees, health care profession-
als and community members who have been 
part of its history.

Chelsea Noriega West, the founder’s 
granddaughter and the daughter of the 
pharmacy’s current owner, said her grand-
father’s philosophy of treating every patient 

like family re-
mains at the 
heart of the 
business.

“My grandfa-
ther could nev-
er have imag-
ined in 1956 
that the small 
pharmacy he 
opened would 
become part 
of the lives of 
so many Bran-

don families,” she 
said. “We have cared 
for grandparents, 
parents, children and 
now grandchildren 
of many of the same 
families who first 
walked through our 
doors decades ago.”

Now a three-generation family business, 
Bill’s Prescription Center has remained inde-
pendent through seven decades of change in 
the health care industry. Noriega West said 
the anniversary is about more than the pas-
sage of time.

“It is a celebration of the people who have 
trusted us with their care, the dedicated 
sta" members who have served generations 
of families and a community that has sup-
ported a local independent pharmacy,” she 
said.

As health care continues to evolve, she 
added, the family hopes its story highlights 
the lasting value of accessible, personal, 
community-based care and the vital role lo-
cal providers continue to play in the lives of 
Brandon residents.

For more information about the celebra-
tion, call Bill’s Prescription Center at 813-
277-8242.

BILL’S PRESCRIPTION MARKS 70 YEARS 
WITH COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

By  Marie Gilmore

Zack Hoening has 
loved drumming his 
entire life. He was part 
of the Newsome High 
School Marching Band 
and then became a part 
of the UCF Marching 
Band when he was in 
college. He has compet-
ed in numerous drum-
ming competitions all 
across the state as well.

“I started my drum-
ming journey in middle 
school through elec-
tives,” Hoening said. 
“This led me to falling  
in love with drumming 
and to doing marching 
band in high school and 
other band activities outside 
of school.”

He knew he wanted to keep 
drumming, even when he was 
told to have a backup plan.

“Drumming was the only 
thing I felt passionate about, 
and I knew I wanted to pursue it as a ca-
reer,” Hoening said. “I got my bachelor’s 
degree in music and, since I was already in 
Orlando, started trying out for an open call 
for drummer or percussionist at the local 
theme parks.” 

Hoening is currently a percussionist for a 
variety of theme parks including SeaWor-
lds’ new Halloween-themed show, Monster 
Stomp. The show takes place in the misty 
corners of Victorian-era London, where a 
fiend known only as Jack the Ripper walks 
the streets. Guests watch him take the 
stage in a way they’ve never seen before in 
this modern rock and rhythm spectacular. 
Guests will have to hold onto their seats as 

electrifying percus-
sion, dancing and 
singing combine 
for a show that’s as 
darkly entertaining 
as it is exhilarating.

“For this show, 
I’ll actually be 
drumming on a 
co#n with knives,” 
Hoening said. “The 
show is running 
through October 
31, and it’s really 
interesting, and I 

can’t wait to get out 
on stage and per-
form.”

Hoening is ex-
tremely happy that 

he followed his heart 
and kept on drumming, 
even when the path 
was uncertain. He said 
every rehearsal, audi-
tion and performance 
has helped remind him 

why he fell in love with percussion in the 
first place.

“From the moment I started drumming, I 
knew this was what I was supposed to do 
with my life,” he said. “Being onstage and 
performing is the absolute best feeling in the 
world for me.”

For Hoening, the opportunity to perform 
in a high-energy show like Monster Stomp is 
more than just another job; it is a chance to 
share his passion with audiences and prove 
that dedication can turn a childhood interest 
into a career. He hopes his story encourages 
others to stay committed to what they love.

“Don’t ever give up on your dreams, and 
always follow your heart,” Hoening said.

LOCAL DRUMMER FOLLOWS 
PASSION TO SEAWORLD STAGE

By Libby Hopkins

Zack Hoening was part of the Newsome 
High School Marching Band and then 

became a part of the UCF Marching Band. 
He is currently a percussionist for SeaWorlds’ 

new show, Monster Stomp.

Call (813) 725-1904 to learn more. 

We’re senior primary 
group designed 
exclusively for Medicare 
Advantage patients, 
backed by Tampa General 
Hospital and powered by 
Greenbrook Medical, two 
of the most trusted 
names in healthcare. 

Meet our newest PCP, 

Dr. Andrew Villamagna

TGH Senior Center of Brandon

Primary Care that prioritizes you.

Now Accepting UnitedHealthcare MA Plans! Scan to learn more or 
schedule a Meet & Greet
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Direct: 813-924-8677 
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com
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Final Opportunity in
Lake Toscana

Now                   left.
$50,000 off your

design selections*
1/2 acre lots, semi-custom

homes, lake or conservation
views on every lot

813-934-2206
Visit Our Model Home

5333 Lake Venice Dr Wimauma,
FL 33598

ONLY 4
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TODAY'S CHALLENGES
KAREN PEREZ' PRIORITIES FOR OUR SCHOOLS

Mother of three adult children, eight
grandchildren and lives in New Tampa
with Riley and Baxter, certified Therapy
Dogs for comforting her clients

Karen’s experience as Chair of the School Board, mother,
business owner and mental health specialist, makes her
uniquely prepared to face today's challenges.

A PLAN TO MEET

BUILD ON OUR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GAINS
CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR HIGHER TEACHER PAY
INVEST IN SCHOOL SAFETY
RETAIN QUALITY TEACHERS
FOCUS OUR LIMITED RESOURCES ON THE CLASSROOM

Elected to Hillsborough County School
Board in 2018 and serves as Chair

Owns a small business that works
with children, families, and veterans
on mental health issues

Florida School Board Assoc. Member

/KarenPerezTampa �������������� NperezKVE����#aRO�FRm

www.KeepKarenPerez.com

Serves on Value Adjustment Board
Safe and Sound Leadership Council

National Assoc. Social Workers Member

Trilingual – English, Spanish and American
Sign Language

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Karen Perez, non-partisan, for Hillsborough County School Board District 6.

Voters will decide three statewide 
constitutional amendments and three 
Hillsborough County questions in the No-
vember 3 General Election. Statewide 
amendments require at least 60 percent 
approval. County referendums require a 
simple majority.

Statewide Amendments
Amendment 1: A Bigger “Rainy Day 

Fund” for the State
Florida maintains a 

Budget Stabilization 
Fund to cover emergen-
cies and budget short-
falls. The amendment 
would increase the amount that can be 
retained from 10 percent to 25 percent of 
the state’s general revenue collections.

It would also require the Legislature to 
transfer the lesser of $750 million or the 
amount needed to reach 25 percent each 
year, unless specified conditions allow 
the transfer to be suspended. Lawmakers 
could continue withdrawing money for 
critical state needs.

A YES vote supports increasing the 
fund’s maximum balance and requiring an-
nual transfers.

A NO vote opposes the proposed chang-
es.

Amendment 2: Property Tax Exemption 
for Certain Agricultural Equipment

This amendment would exempt certain 
tangible personal property from property 
taxes when located on agricultural land 
and used to produce agricultural products 

or for agritourism activities.
The property must be owned by the 

landowner or leaseholder. Examples in-
clude qualifying farm equipment, tools and 
machinery.

If approved, the exemption would apply 
beginning January 1, 2027.

A YES vote supports exempting quali-
fying agricultural and agritourism-related 
property from taxes.

A NO vote opposes the proposed exemp-
tion.

A m e n d -
ment 3: 
L a r g e r 

Homestead Exemption and Changes to 
Property Assessments

This amendment would make several 
changes to Florida’s property tax system.

Larger homestead exemption: The 
exemption for non-school taxes would 
increase to $150,000 in 2027 and 
$250,000 in 2028, with adjustments for 
inflation beginning in 2029. It would not 
apply to school district taxes.

Local option: Counties and municipal-
ities could increase the homestead ex-
emption for their respective taxes up to 
the property’s full assessed value. Special 
districts could do the same with voter ap-
proval.

New Florida residents: People who are 
not Florida residents as of December 31, 
2026, would initially receive the existing 
homestead exemption when they qualify.

Lower assessment cap: The annual 
cap on increases in assessed value for 

By Marie Gilmore
BALLOT EXPLAINED: THREE AMENDMENTS AND THREE REFERENDUMS

non-homestead property would decrease 
from 10 percent to 5 percent. This does 
not apply to school district taxes.

Property tax spending: Counties and 
municipalities would be required to use 
property tax revenues for public safety, 
education, infrastructure, natural resourc-
es, bond debt service, employee retirement 
benefits, and govern-
ment operations.

The amendment 
would take e!ect Jan-
uary 1, 2027.

A YES vote sup-
ports the proposed 
changes.

A NO vote opposes 
those changes.

H i l l s b o r o u g h 
County Referendums

Referendum 1: Should Voters Elect the 
School Superintendent?

Currently, the Hillsborough County 
School Board appoints the superintendent 
of Hillsborough County Public Schools. 
This referendum asks whether the super-
intendent should instead be elected by 
voters in a partisan election.

If approved, the change would take ef-
fect with the 2028 general election, with 
the superintendent serving a four-year 
term.

A YES vote supports electing the super-
intendent.

A NO vote keeps the superintendent ap-
pointed by the School Board.

Referendum 2: More County Commis-
sioners, All Elected by District

Hillsborough County currently has sev-
en county commissioners. This referendum 
would increase the number to nine and 
eventually to 11 when the county reaches a 
population of 2.5 million.

It also would require every commission-
er to be elected from a 
single-member district, 
meaning only district 
voters would elect that 
commissioner.

A YES vote supports 
expanding the com-
mission and making all 
seats district-based.

A NO vote leaves the 
current seven-member 
structure in place.

Referendum 3: Continue the Half-Cent 
Sales Tax for Schools

Hillsborough County voters approved a 
half-cent school capital outlay sales surtax 
in 2018. The tax is scheduled to expire in 
2028.

This referendum asks whether to continue 
the half-cent sales tax for another 10 years 
beginning January 1, 2029. Revenue would 
fund air conditioning replacement and re-
pairs, school construction and improve-
ments, security enhancements and other 
maintenance needs.

A YES vote supports continuing the tax 
through 2038.

A NO vote allows the tax to expire as 
scheduled.
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Kathy Castor
www.castorforcongress.com

Brian Lambert
www.brianlambert

forcongress.com

Mike Beltran
www.beltranforcongress.com

Gwen Myers 
www.votegwenmyers.com

Luiz F. Garcia
www.electluiz!garcia.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 3

REPRESENTATIVE  IN CONGRESS
DISTRICT 14

Angie Nixon
www.angienixon.com

Neil J. Gillespie
www.neilgillespie4senate.

blogspot.com

Ashley Moody
www.ashleymoody.com

U.S. SENATOR

Michael Owen
www.owenfor"orida.com

Luther Keith Wilkins
www.lutherfor".com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 70

Daniel Alvarez
www.electdannyalvarez.com

Ashley Elizabeth Hermann
www.ashleyfor"oridahouse.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 69

Jim Boyd
www.boydfor"orida.com

Gerald Baldi
www.baldiformanatee.com

STATE SENATOR
 DISTRICT 20

Kenneth Gay
www.votekennethgay.com

Karen Perez
www.keepkarenperez.com

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
DISTRICT 6

Brittany Lyssy
www.votebrittanylyssy.com

Daniela Simic
www.danielaforschools.com

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
DISTRICT  2

Joshua Wostal
www.joshuawostal.com

Aileen Rodriguez
www.voteaileen2026.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 7

Stacy Hahn
www.votestacyhahn.com

Neil Manimala
www.neilmanimala.com

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 5
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Brittany Lyssy is a 
mom raising her chil-
dren in Hillsborough 
County who says she 
often thinks about the 
questions facing local 
schools: Are children 
learning what they 
need to succeed? Are 
classrooms safe? Are 
teachers being support-
ed? And are taxpayer 
dollars being used re-
sponsibly?

Those questions, she 
says, are why she is run-
ning for Hillsborough County School Board, 
District 2.

Lyssy has a background in education pol-
icy and law and has worked with school 
boards nationally on ethics, governance and 
policy. She also brings the perspective of a 
parent and says she understands what fam-
ilies expect when they send their children 
to school. In her view, strong schools begin 
with strong academics, supported teachers, 
safe classrooms and parent partnerships.

Lyssy says she respects educators and the 
work they do every day. She believes teach-
ers should have the support and resources 
needed to help students learn, grow and suc-
ceed. She also believes School Board mem-
bers have a responsibility to ask questions, 
examine how taxpayer dollars are spent, 
measure whether policies are producing 

results, and make sure 
parents have a mean-
ingful voice in decisions 
a!ecting their children.

Her priorities include 
strengthening core 
academics, particular-
ly reading and math; 
identifying struggling 
students early; support-
ing and retaining great 
teachers; maintaining 
safe and orderly class-
rooms; and directing 
resources toward stu-
dents and classrooms.

Lyssy supports school choice and says 
parents should have the freedom to choose 
the educational setting that best meets their 
child’s needs. She believes strong public 
schools and educational choice can coexist 
and that families deserve options.

Fiscal responsibility is another priority. Ly-
ssy supports transparency and accountabili-
ty, including a line-by-line review of spending 
and a budget that keeps classrooms at the 
forefront.

She also believes schools should prepare 
students for a variety of paths after gradu-
ation, including college, career and technical 
education, apprenticeships, military service 
or the workforce.

Brittany Lyssy is running for Hillsborough 
County School Board, District 2. Learn more 
at VoteBrittanyLyssy.com.

BRITTANY LYSSY
SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 2

Sta! Report

Serving House District 
70 is personal for State 
Representative Michael 
Owen because this is 
home. The district includes 
portions of Hillsborough 
and Manatee counties, 
including Apollo Beach, 
Ruskin, Sun City Center, 
Riverview, Wimauma and 
Balm. These communities 
are home to families, busi-
nesses and residents who 
expect state government 
to stay focused on issues that a!ect every-
day life.

Owen has called Hillsborough County 
home for almost all of his life. He was raised 
in Brandon, built his career here and has 
spent more than 20 years as a small busi-
ness owner. Before being elected to the Flor-
ida House in 2024, he served on the Hills-
borough County Commission. His experience 
in local government gave him perspective 
as state government tackles issues such as 
a!ordability, transportation and infrastruc-
ture, property insurance, public safety, pro-
tection of natural resources and the respon-
sible use of taxpayer dollars.

He has carried that local perspective 
with him to Tallahassee. His committee 
assignments have included State A!airs, 
Insurance and Banking, Natural Resources 
and Disasters, Student Academic Success, 
Transportation and Economic Development 

Budget, and the Select 
Committee on Property 
Taxes. Each of these areas 
touches issues that a!ect 
the people he represents.

During his time in the 
House, Owen has worked 
on legislation addressing 
consumer protections, 
regional planning and 
economic development, 
health care and local is-
sues a!ecting Hillsbor-
ough County. He has also 

focused on transportation, property taxes, 
insurance, education, public safety and pro-
tecting Florida’s natural resources.

Owen says his background in local govern-
ment has reinforced the importance of mak-
ing sure decisions in Tallahassee reflect how 
policies will a!ect communities at home. 
Whether the issue is roads and infrastruc-
ture, cost pressures facing families, support 
for law enforcement or responsible use of 
taxpayer dollars, he believes state leaders 
should understand the impact of the deci-
sions they make.

For Owen, public service is about listening 
to the people he represents and carrying 
their concerns into the decisions made in 
Tallahassee. He is grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve District 70 and, if elected, says 
he will continue working on the issues that 
matter to the families, businesses and com-
munities that make the area home.

MICHAEL OWEN 
FLORIDA HOUSE, DISTRICT 70

Sta! Report
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VOTESTACYHAHN.COM
PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY STACY HAHN FOR COUNTY COMMISSION, DISTRICT 5, COUNTYWIDE

Karen Perez’s connec-
tion to Tampa began 
when she was 15 years 
old. In 1979, her mother 
moved her to Tampa to 
continue her education. 
What began as a move 
would eventually become 
the foundation for a life 
spent helping others find 
their own opportunities. 

For Perez, education 
has never been just about 
a diploma. It is something 
she carries with her and 
believes needs to be shared with others.

“Education does not make us superior to 
others but helps us level the playing field,” 
she said.

Today, Perez serves as chair of the Hills-
borough County School Board and is run-
ning for reelection to the District 6 at-large 
seat. She was first elected to the school 
board in 2018 and reelected in 2022. 

Prior to entering public service, Perez 
spent years working in social work and 
mental health. She earned both her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in social work 
from the University of South Florida and 
became a licensed clinical social worker. 
Throughout her career, Perez has worked 
closely with children, families and veter-
ans, focusing on mental health and the 
challenges that shape people’s lives.

That experience continues to shape the 

way Perez approaches 
her work on the school 
board. Her years in so-
cial work taught her to 
look beyond what is vis-
ible and to understand 
that there is often more 
to a person’s circum-
stances than what oth-
ers see.

“Every person has a 
story,” Perez said, a per-
spective she has carried 
into her work with stu-
dents, families and the 

community.
As she addresses challenges facing Hills-

borough County Public Schools, Perez em-
phasizes the importance of understanding 
the people behind the issues, not just the 
issues themselves. 

Perez is running for another term be-
cause she believes “there is still work to be 
done.” For her, that work begins with lis-
tening to the people behind the issues and 
making sure their experiences are heard. 

Now, Perez hopes that the work she 
leaves behind will continue after her time 
in public service ends. She wants students 
and families to know that their stories 
matter, their voices deserve to be heard 
and someone will advocate for them. The 
opportunity her mother once fought to 
give her became a lifelong commitment to 
opening doors for others.

KAREN PEREZ
SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 6

By Amanda Castillo

Stacy Hahn 
has called Hills-
borough County 
home for 25 years.

“My husband, 
Je!, and I raised 
our three sons 
here because we 
believe in this 
community and 
the opportunities 
it o!ers families,” 
Hahn said. “For 
the past eight years, I’ve had the privilege of 
serving on the Hillsborough County School 
Board, overseeing one of the nation’s largest 
school districts, managing a multibillion-dol-
lar budget and working to protect taxpayer 
dollars while improving outcomes for stu-
dents.”

Throughout her service, she has listened, 
turned conversations into action and built 
partnerships that solve complex challenges. 
Before serving in elected o"ce, she was pro-
fessor at the University of South Florida.

“Public service has always been about giv-
ing back to the community that has given so 
much to my family, and I’m committed to 
continuing that service by helping Hillsbor-
ough County remain a place where families 
and businesses can thrive,” Hahn said.

Hahn earned a reputation for fiscal re-
sponsibility, transparency and delivering 
high-quality outcomes for students. She is 
now running for County Commission, Dis-

trict 5, to bring the 
same disciplined, 
re s u l t s - d r i ve n 
leadership to the 
community.

“I’m running for 
county commis-
sion to bring that 
same leadership, 
accountability and 
problem-solving 
approach to the 
decisions that will 

shape our community’s future,” Hahn said. 
“My priorities are straightforward: protect 
taxpayers, improve infrastructure, support 
law enforcement and first responders and 
ensure growth is planned responsibly so our 
quality of life is protected.”

“Through initiatives like the Early Child-
hood Literacy Fair, Storytime Online, the 
Early Childhood Literacy Bus and commu-
nity book distributions, we’ve helped thou-
sands of children develop a love of reading 
before they enter the classroom,” Hahn said. 

“If elected, I want people to know they 
have a commissioner who is accessible, pre-
pared, fiscally responsible and committed to 
making thoughtful decisions that strength-
en our community for generations to come,” 
she said. “When we work together, we cre-
ate deeper, more lasting impacts.”

To learn more about Hahn or become in-
volved in her campaign, you can visit her 
website at www.votestacyhahn.com. 

STACY HAHN
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DIST. 5

By Libby Hopkins
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Political advertisement paid for and approved by Kenneth “Ken” Gay
for Hillsborough County School Board District 6.

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Gay is seek-
ing a seat on the Hillsbor-
ough County School Board, 
District 6, drawing on nearly 
four decades of experience 
in public education and a 
lifelong connection to the 
community he hopes to 
serve.

A fifth-generation Flo-
ridian, Gay was born and 
raised in Tampa Bay and is a 
graduate of Palm River Elementary, Dowdell 
Middle Magnet School and Hillsborough 
High School. He continued his education at 
Hillsborough College, the University of South 
Florida and Nova Southeastern University, 
earning two master’s degrees and a doctor-
ate in child and youth studies.

Gay devoted 39 years to Hillsborough 
County Public Schools (HCPS) as an edu-
cator and administrator before retiring in 
2022. He continues working with students 
through MORE HEALTH and mentors teach-
ers entering the profession through alterna-
tive certification.

His decision to run, he said, is rooted in 
a desire to keep students at the center of 
school district decisions while supporting 
educators, strengthening family partner-
ships and ensuring taxpayer resources are 
used e!ectively.

Gay identifies student achievement as 
a central priority, emphasizing the impor-
tance of identifying learning gaps early, 

strengthening instruction 
and expanding opportuni-
ties that prepare students 
for college, military service, 
careers and life.

He also points to teacher 
recruitment and retention 
as essential to student suc-
cess. His priorities include 
competitive compensation, 
reducing unnecessary pa-
perwork and noninstruc-

tional duties, strengthening mentoring and 
professional development and giving educa-
tors meaningful input before decisions af-
fect classrooms.

School safety and discipline are another 
focus. Drawing on his experience as an as-
sistant principal, Gay supports clear behav-
ior expectations, consistent enforcement of 
discipline policies, family involvement and 
partnerships with school resource o"cers. 

Beyond education, Gay serves as clerk 
of session at First Presbyterian Church of 
Brandon and has volunteered with Tampa 
Bay Watch, helping restore marine habitat.

After a lifetime in Hillsborough County, 
Gay said he is seeking the District 6 seat to 
continue serving students, educators and 
families through experienced leadership, 
fiscal responsibility and a focus on stronger 
student outcomes. District 6 is a countywide 
seat, meaning all Hillsborough County voters 
can participate in the election. For more in-
formation, visit www.votekennethgay.com.
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KENNETH GAY
SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 6

Sta! Report

When Daniela Simic 
moved to Tampa in 2003, 
she knew education 
would be her life’s work.

With a master’s degree 
in Educational Policy and 
Leadership from the Uni-
versity of

Pennsylvania, she be-
gan her Hillsborough 
County career in the 
classroom.

Over the next two de-
cades, Simic worked at 
nearly every level of public education, from 
teaching and supporting struggling schools 
to serving at the Florida Department of 
Education and ultimately becoming As-
sistant Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction for Hillsborough County Public 
Schools.

“I’ve seen our schools from many dif-
ferent perspectives,” Simic said. “But the 
question has always been the same. Are we 
giving every child the best possible chance 
to succeed?”

Today, Simic sees the school system as 
the parent of a fifth grader in Hillsborough 
County Public Schools. She has spent years 
involved in PTA, serving as president of her 
son’s school PTA and now as Vice President 
of Advocacy for the Hillsborough County 
Council PTA.

Her path to motherhood also shaped her 
perspective. Simic lost her husband while 

pregnant
and has raised her 

son as a single mother, 
strengthening her belief in 
strong schools and

communities.
Simic believes the dis-

trict must be accountable 
for student outcomes and 
taxpayer dollars, directing 
resources toward class-
rooms and programs that 
demonstrate results. She 
also wants to retain great 

teachers and sta!, keep schools safe and 
expand career and technical opportunities.

“Not every child will take the same path 
after graduation,” Simic said. “Our respon-
sibility is to make sure every path can lead 
somewhere meaningful.”

She believes parents deserve a meaning-
ful voice and decisions a!ecting families 
should be communicated clearly and trans-
parently.

“School Board is a nonpartisan job,” Simic 
said. “We may not agree on everything, but 
we can agree that our children deserve safe 
schools, great teachers, strong academics 
and adults who will put them first.”

For Simic, it comes back to the belief that 
has guided her career: Every child deserves 
every chance to succeed.

Daniela Simic will be on the November 
3 ballot for Hillsborough County School 
Board, District 2.

DANIELA SIMIC
SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 2

By Libby Hopkins
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The Bran-
don Riverview 
Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e 
(BRCC) o!ers 
four weekly 
n e t w o r k i n g 
opportunities 
designed to 
help local pro-
fessionals build relationships, exchange 
ideas and become more connected to the 
business community.

The chamber encourages members to 
view networking as an ongoing invest-
ment rather than a one-time interaction. 
Regular participation helps members 
build familiarity and trust that can lead 
to referrals, collaborations and new busi-
ness opportunities.

“Showing up consistently gives mem-
bers the opportunity to move beyond 
simply knowing someone’s name or busi-
ness,” said Amber Aaron, president of 
the Brandon Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce. “Our networking groups create an 
environment where members can build 
relationships, learn how they can support 
one another and become a trusted re-
source within our business community.”

INSPIRE Networking Group meets 
Mondays at 3 p.m. at First Citizens Bank, 
10670 Palm River Rd., Tampa, next to 
Topgolf. The faith-based group is led by 
Dave Lechuga of Florida Executive Realty 
and Mikey Blewett of Generations Church 

and incorporates 
faith, encourage-
ment and relation-
ship building.

RISE Network-
ing Group meets 
Thursdays at 8 
a.m. at the Bran-
don Riverview 
Chamber of Com-

merce o"ce, 6437 Watson Rd., Lower 
Level, Riverview. Attendees should enter 
from the back of the building. The group 
is led by Me’Lanie’ Munusami of G-FORCE 
Parking Lot Striping of Tampa and John 
Plumstead of East of Tampa.

Networking@Noon EAST meets Fri-
days at noon at JF Kicks Restaurant and 
Patio Bar, 3345 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., 
Valrico. It is led by Michael May of All 
American Title and Troops in Contact and 
Yolonda Young of WeWed.

Networking@Noon WEST meets Fri-
days at noon at Brandon Crossroads 
Bowl, 609 Crater Lane, Tampa. The group 
is led by Barb Smith Gray of Flutterby 
Media and Joseph Brace of Primerica Fi-
nancial Services.

All four groups are free and open to 
BRCC members. Visitors interested in 
experiencing the chamber’s networking 
community may attend each group up to 
two times.

For more information, visit the Bran-
don Riverview Chamber of Commerce or 
call 813-689-1221.

2026 GENERAL ELECTION

November 3
7 AM - 7 PM
On Election Day, you must 
vote in the polling place 
assigned to your precinct.

Election Day

Early Voting
Vote in person at any of 27 different 
locations in Hillsborough County. 

October 19 – November 1
7 AM - 7 PM

Vote By Mail
Drop your voted ballot in the mail (no postage needed) 
or drop it off at any Early Vote site during Early Voting 
hours or any of our offices when they’re open. Visit our 
website to track your ballot.

Due by 7 PM on November 3
Deadline to Request a Mail Ballot: October 22

Plan Your Vote

Get Answers You Can Trust 
VoteHillsborough.gov (813) 744-5900

For Neil Manimala, 
Hillsborough County 
has been the back-
drop to nearly every 
chapter of his life, 
from growing up in 
Valrico as the son 
of two healthcare 
workers, to building 
a career as a physi-
cian serving the local 
medical community 
and now raising a 
family of his own. 
Manimala’s parents, 
both immigrants, 
worked in opposite hospitals while raising 
their family. His mother was a nurse and 
his father a respiratory therapist, an up-
bringing that cultivated his understanding 
of hard work, family, and service. Looking 
back on their journey, he sees it as a reflec-
tion of what they were able to build, “There 
is something to be said about the American 
dream.”

That example eventually led Manimala 
into health care. After graduating from Hill-
sborough County public schools, he earned 
his Medical degree from the University of 
South Florida. Today, he’s a board certified 
urologist caring for patients throughout 
Brandon, Riverview, Plant City and Sun City 
Center, and serves as the president of the 
Hillsborough County Medical Association. 

His connection to the community ex-

tends beyond his medical 
practice. Manimala has 
served on the county’s 
Health Care  Advisory 
Board and the Health 
Council of West Central 
Florida, experiences that 
have kept him connected 
to issues a!ecting Hills-
borough County. 

His background in 
medicine and communi-
ty  shaped Manimala’s 
decision to pursue public 
service as he campaigns 
for Hillsborough County 

Commission, District 5. His campaign has 
outlined priorities including health care ac-
cess, public safety and economic opportunity.

Since welcoming his daughter, Manima-
la’s connection to Hillsborough County has 
taken on a new meaning. Becoming a father 
has sharpened his focus on the county’s fu-
ture and the community where his daughter 
will grow up. “ I couldn’t sit on the sidelines,” 
he says, “I couldn’t let my daughter be my 
age 36 years from now looking back at this 
generation and saying we didn’t do enough.” 

His campaign is rooted not only in the 
place he has called home for his whole life, 
but also in his determination to help build 
a healthier, more equitable Hillsborough 
County for the next generation. 

For more information about Manimala 
and his campaign, visit NeilManimala.com 

NEIL MANIMALA 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DIST. 5

By Amanda Castillo 
Sta! Report

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFERS FOUR 
WEEKLY NETWORKING GROUPS 
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The Local Brew 
Company Celebrates 
One-year Anniversary

Cheers erupted as the 
Greater SouthShore Cham-
ber of Commerce joined 
neighbors for a lively rib-
bon-cutting celebrating The 
Local Brew Company’s suc-
cessful one-year anniversa-
ry at 1050 Cypress Village 
Blvd. in Ruskin. Founded by 
Aaron and Joelle Schmalzle, this vibrant 
nano brewery serves small-batch craft 
beer, robotic espresso and house wines. 
The chamber congratulates the team on 
an outstanding first year of quality and 
community spirit.

“What an incredible milestone!” said 
Bonnie Peacock of the Greater South-
Shore Chamber of Commerce. “They’ve 
truly brought people together — we 
can’t wait to toast many more!”

Come raise a glass at www.localbrew-
company.com.

Blissologie Donates 3D Tattoos
In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month, Blissologie Beauty, located at 101 
Flamingo Dr. in Apollo Beach, is launch-
ing a special community initiative to pro-
vide two breast cancer survivors with 
complimentary 3D areola tattoo resto-
ration services. 3D areola tattooing is a 
specialized paramedical tattoo technique 
that recreates the natural appearance of 
the areola and nipple following breast 
surgery and reconstruction. For many 

breast cancer survivors, this can be a 
meaningful final step in their reconstruc-
tion journey and help restore a sense of 
confidence and wholeness.

Throughout October, Blissologie will be 
accepting applications from local breast 
cancer survivors who have undergone 
breast reconstruction and are interested 
in receiving this service. Those interested 
in applying or learning more 
can contact it privately at blis-
sologie.info@gmail.com.

Dementia And 
Alzheimer’s Support 
Groups For 
Caregivers

Ambiance at Brandon understands 
the journey of caregiving for a loved one 
with memory loss and the importance 
of having support along the way. It of-
fers dementia and Alzheimer’s support 
groups for care partners and families in 
the community, providing connection, en-
couragement, education and understand-
ing in a compassionate environment, 

focused on creating the best day 
possible. Meetings are held every 
third Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and ev-
ery fourth Wednesday at 2 p.m. 
Meetings are available in person 
and virtually. For additional infor-
mation, call Jill at 813-607-6880. 

Ambiance at Brandon is located at 1320 
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon.

Nova Furniture Opens
Nova Furniture is celebrating the grand 

opening of its new Brandon showroom 
with a three-day grand opening weekend 
celebration from Friday through Sunday, 

O c t o b e r 
2-4, at 
225 W. 
B r a n d o n 
Blvd. in 
Brandon . 
Nova Fur-
n i t u r e 

o!ers living room, bedroom and dining 
room furniture, mattresses, home ac-
cents and more, with a focus on quality 
furniture at a!ordable prices and an ex-
ceptional shopping experience.

The celebration o"cially begins Friday 
morning with the opening address and 
ribbon cutting at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
doors opening at 10 a.m. Throughout the 
weekend, guests can enjoy entertain-

ment, family fun, food, face 
painting, giveaways and 
special in-store activities.

Preservation 1st Fi-
nancial Group, LLC 

Has New Location
Preservation 1st Financial Group LLC, 

which o!ers financial planning and insur-
ance services, has moved to its new loca-
tion at 3433 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., #357, in 
Valrico. Let it take the burden of retire-
ment and estate planning o! your mind. 
Call 813-627-0872 for your free consul-
tation, and visit its website at www.pres-
ervation1st.com.

Gentle Touch Estate Sales
Gentle Touch Estate Sales has upcom-

ing sales on Friday and Saturday, Octo-
ber 16-17 and 23-24. Visit its website 
at www.gentletouchestatesales.com for 
locations. 

Dillard’s Fashion Show
Dillard’s department store is hosting a 

fashion show on Sunday, October 11, at 
its Brandon Exchange location. The show 
will feature two iconic brands, Tommy 
Bahama and Nic+Zoe, both featuring 
relaxed luxury and e!ortless style with 
beautiful modern details. The show will 
also be accompanied by a book signing by 
Dr. Pamela Duggan, a 37-year Army vet-
eran and cancer survivor. Her book, The 
Invisible Hand, is a powerful journey of 
faith, resilience and triumph. Please call 
813-653-4436 to reserve your place.
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HOME DAMAGED BY 
HURRICANES HELENE 
OR MILTON?

Single-family home repair or replacement

Mobile home repair or replacement

Reimbursement for eligible repairs

RebuildingForTomorrow.HCFL.gov 

The Rebuilding for Tomorrow Program may help income-eligible 
Hillsborough County homeowners with: 

(813) 540-7767 

Rebuilding for Tomorrow Service Center 

RECOVER. REPAIR. REBUILD

Rebuilding for 
Tomorrow

HERE’S HOW TO GET STARTED:

Scan the QR Code 
to Learn More 
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The Compassionate
Oral Surgery Team

Dr. Arina Doroshenko, DDS, MD

ĕėĕĖě 9in¤s ;ake Dr ƯĕĔĖ, $i�sonäon

Dr. �säher Hh, DDS, MD

ĕĘĔĖ Hak£ie¾� Dr, �ran�on

Our team listens to what matters to you, so you can
feel assured at every step.

Your Wisdom Teeth and Dental Implant Experts

ƹĜĕėƺ ĚěěƴĔĔěė
o�ora¾sér¤erû.�oÄ

TZR lRFaWLRQV
to serve you. ƹĜĕėƺ ěĝĚƴęěęĖ

o�os�ran�on.�oÄ

Delray
DC Motor
Damp Rated
WiFi Enabled
Light Included

$20
OFF

ANY FAN PURCHASE OF
$29999 OR MORE!

Coupon Expires 12/31/26

MUST PRESENT COUPON
Not valid with any other offers

Celebraang 45 Years of Staying Cool!
Parts & Services Available Locally OwnedIn-Store Warrannes

BRANDON 813-685-6130 1943 W. Brandon Blvd

dansfancity.com

Interested in innovative ideas for your 
landscape? Need a mini getaway? Now is a 
great time to visit the Bette S. Walker Dis-
covery Garden, located in the courtyard of 
the University of Florida/Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences Hillsborough 
County o!ce in Se"ner, near the I-4/I-75 
interchange.

Although small in scale, the Bette S. 
Walker Discovery Garden features a col-
lection of six themed gardens which con-
vey landscape design and maintenance 
ideas based entirely on the nine principles 
of the Florida-Friendly Landscaping pro-
gram. These principles include right plant/
right place, water e!ciently, mulch, recy-
cle yard waste, fertilize appropriately, con-
trol yard pests responsibly, reduce storm-
water runo", attract wildlife and protect 
the waterfront.  

The garden rooms are named Flori-
da-Friendly, Asian Influence, Wildlife Hab-
itat, Backyard BBQ, Sensory and Water 

Features. Each garden 
has its own landscape 
theme and function. 
For example, one of 
the water gardens 
simulates a natural 
lake or pond and is 
in the process of be-
ing aqua-scaped with 
several Florida native 
plants. Recycled prod-
ucts, various types 
of pervious surfaces, 
mulches, plant mate-
rials and microirriga-
tion are showcased. 
Both Florida native 
and non-native adap-
tive plants are includ-

ed. Plant materials have changed over the 
years.

There are several other reasons to stop 
by our o!ce. We have a gorgeous perenni-
al garden and a pollinator garden created 
by Girl Scouts. There is a Master Gardener 
volunteer on duty who can answer your 
questions, and you can submit a soil sam-
ple for testing at a nominal cost. Please 
view our events for upcoming programs 
in your browser at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
events/?location=hillsborough.

Discovery Garden group tours can be 
scheduled by calling Michael at 813-744-
5519, ext. 54146. Individual garden strolls 
need not be scheduled. The garden is open 
from 8:15 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. The Extension o!ce is located at 
5339 County Rd. 579 in Se"ner. Hope to 
see you strolling here soon!

Contact Lynn Barber at labarber@ufl.
edu.

GET THE DIRT:
BETTE S. WALKER DISCOVERY 

GARDEN
BY LYNN BARBER, URBAN HORTICULTURE AGENT

For some home-
bound residents in 
Brandon, a knock 
on the door and a 
friendly greeting 
can mean just as 
much as the hot 
meal waiting on 
the other side.

For nearly 50 
years, volunteers 
at St. Andrew’s 
United Method-
ist Church have 
been helping pro-
vide both through 
Greater Brandon 
Meals on Wheels. Since 1976, the church 
has participated in the communitywide 
e"ort to provide nutritious, home-deliv-
ered meals to people who are unable to 
prepare meals for themselves.

Greater Brandon Meals on Wheels op-
erates Monday through Friday, with par-
ticipating local churches taking respon-
sibility for individual days. Tuesday is St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church’s day, 
and volunteers have continued the tradi-
tion for five decades.

At St. Andrew’s, Phala Pesano and Tim 
Bridge co-chair the ministry. Each Tues-
day, volunteers arrive early to plan, shop 
for and prepare meals from scratch. The 
typical meal includes a protein, vegeta-
ble, starch, salad and dinner roll, along 
with dessert. 

“On a typical Tuesday, the team cooks 
for 77 to 78 seniors,” Pesano said.

A backup team arrives around 10:30 
a.m. to help prepare and package the 
meals before delivery volunteers head 
out on their routes. Meals are delivered 
between 11 a.m.-1 p.m., with volunteers 
making sure each recipient receives more 

than just a nutri-
tious meal.

“The best part 
of being a volun-
teer is knowing 
we are helping 
people who really 
need help,” Pesano 
said.

For many home-
bound neighbors, 
a Meals on Wheels 
volunteer may be 
the only person 
they see or speak 
with during the 
day. A typical de-

livery route takes about an hour, but that 
brief visit can provide important social 
connection and a reminder that the com-
munity cares.

Recipients can be referred by family 
members, friends, churches, physicians 
and other organizations. Anyone who 
is homebound and unable to prepare a 
home-cooked meal may qualify, whether 
the need is temporary or permanent. Cli-
ents are screened in their homes to ver-
ify their need, and a suggested donation 
helps o"set the cost of meals.

The ministry also adds a little extra 
cheer during the holidays by preparing 
goodie bags filled with items such as gra-
nola bars and individual applesauce cups.

Those interested in volunteering or 
supporting the ministry can contact St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church at 
813-689-6849. Meals on Wheels vol-
unteers meet Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Family Life Center kitchen at St. An-
drew’s United Methodist Church, located 
at 3315 S. Bryan Rd. in Brandon.

More information is available at www.
brandonmealsonwheels.com.

By Dale Bliss

FOR 50 YEARS, VOLUNTEERS HAVE 
SERVED UP MEALS AND KINDNESS
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DISCOVER LION & HYENA RIDGE—
AND A YEAR OF WILD ADVENTURES
WITH A BUSCH GARDENS ANNUAL PASS. Scan here to purchase

Live music 
is back on the 
rails in Tampa. 
Streetcar Live, 
a monthly 
concert series 
aboard the 
free TECO Line 
Streetcar, is 
returning for 
a new season, 
giving riders 
a soundtrack 
as they roll 
through Ybor 
City, the Chan-
nel District, 
Water Street 
and down-
town Tampa.

Performances take place on the fourth 
Friday of each month from September 
through May, and the series is produced 
in partnership with the Gasparilla Music 
Festival. The season runs for nine months, 
bringing a new performer aboard each 
month.

The season opened on September 25 
with hip-hop artists J.IN.X and Frxxmxn. 
The performers boarded the 6 p.m. trip 
departing Centennial Park Station No. 1 
and performed for riders along the route.

Next up, DJ Mr. Marley will bring a mix 
of funk, disco, reggae and hip-hop to the 
streetcar on Friday, October 23.

The concerts o!er a di!erent way to 
experience the city, pairing live perfor-
mances with a ride through some of Tam-
pa’s liveliest neighborhoods aboard the 
historic streetcar. Like the streetcar it-
self, the shows are free. Riders can make 
the concert part of a night out in Ybor 
City, a stroll along Water Street or dinner 
in the Channel District.

Seating is lim-
ited and available 
on a first-come, 
first-served basis, 
so riders are en-
couraged to arrive 
early. With shows 
continuing through 
May, riders will 
have plenty of 
chances to catch a 
performance.

C o n c e r t g o e r s 
can share pho-
tos and videos 
from the shows on 
Facebook, X and 
Instagram using 
#StreetcarLive.

The TECO Line 
Streetcar System is managed by the Hill-
sborough Area Regional Transit Authori-
ty (HART), the regional mobility provider 
for Hillsborough County. Created on Oc-
tober 3, 1979, HART serves more than 
1.4 million residents in Tampa, Temple 
Terrace and parts of unincorporated Hill-
sborough County, the fourth-most popu-
lous county in Florida.

Its service area covers 1,000 square 
miles. In addition to the streetcar, HART 
operates local and express bus routes, 
door-to-door paratransit service and 
flex-route service.

The agency’s mission is to take people 
to places that enhance their lives, and 
Streetcar Live adds a little music to the 
trip.

For more information about Street-
car Live and upcoming performers, visit 
https://tecolinestreetcar.org/. Informa-
tion about the Gasparilla Music Festival 
is available at https://gasparillamusic.
com/.

Sta! Report

STREETCAR LIVE MUSIC RETURNS 
ON SELECT FRIDAY NIGHTS

(813) 489-5120

I-75

I-4

I-4

FL-618

FL-618

GANDY
LVD.

US 301

US 301

I-75

Services may vary by location

• Screening 3D Mammogram
• Diagnostic 3D Mammogram
• Breast MRI
• Ultrasound
• Breast Biopsy
• DEXA/Bone Density

Tampa Bay’s most trusted women’s imaging subspecialized 
radiologists are just around the corner with 4 convenient locations in 
Brandon, Riverview, and Sun City. 

SETTING THE STANDARD IN WOMEN'S IMAGING

SCREENING
3D MAMMOGRAMS$75

 October – November 2026 Only. Prescription Required. 

Additional Locations Available  
Scan to Find a Center Near You

TGHimaging.com
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Contact us Today for a FREE Quote!
Email: Stephanie@MagruderAgency.com

Phone: (813)654-3100
655 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon

magruderagency.com
INSURANCE: CAR • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS 

MOTORCYCLE • RV • BOATCELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

“Try to be a rainbow in
someone else’s cloud.”

— Maya Angelou

Order Online!

“A Delicious Way To Show You Care”

Call 813.651.0045
Text 813.748.7041

www.LeAnnesCookies.com

We Ship Nationwide!

Living in Hillsborough County means hur-
ricane preparation is simply part of owning 
a home. While stocking supplies, reviewing 
evacuation plans and bringing outdoor fur-
niture inside are important, preparing the 
home itself should also be part of the plan.

A prehurricane inspection can help iden-
tify conditions around your property that 
may become bigger problems when high 
winds and heavy rain arrive.

Small defects can be easy to overlook 
during normal weather. Loose roof materi-
als, deteriorated sealant, damaged so!ts 
or fascia, clogged gutters, deteriorated ex-
terior components or problems around win-
dows and doors may not seem urgent on a 
sunny Florida afternoon.

During a tropical storm or hurricane, 
however, those same conditions can provide 
opportunities for wind or water to cause ad-
ditional damage.

A prehurricane inspection gives home-
owners an opportunity to address concerns 
while contractors and materials are still 
available instead of trying to make repairs 
while a storm is approaching.

Know What Needs Your Attention
An inspection can help identify visible 

concerns involving areas such as: roof cover-
ings, flashing and exposed sealants, so!ts, 
fascia, siding and exterior trim, windows, 
exterior doors and garage doors, gutters, 

downspouts and 
drainage conditions, 
exterior penetrations 
and openings, loose 
or deteriorated exte-
rior components and 
trees or vegetation 
that may threaten the 
structure.

The goal is not to 
predict what a hurri-
cane will do or guar-

antee that a home will 
avoid damage. It is to 
identify observable con-
ditions that may deserve 
attention before the 
property is exposed to 
severe weather.

Another benefit is 
documentation. Photographs taken during 
an inspection can provide a record of the 
property’s visible condition before a storm 
occurs. If damage is discovered afterward, 
having prestorm documentation may help 
establish what was present beforehand and 
what appears to have changed.

Florida’s Atlantic hurricane season runs 
from June through November. Waiting un-
til a storm is approaching Tampa Bay can 
mean competing for contractors, supplies 
and limited time.

A prehurricane inspection allows you 
to prepare on your schedule instead of the 
storm’s.

Veteran-owned Apex Sight Solutions 
provides prehurricane property inspec-
tions throughout Hillsborough County and 
surrounding communities to help proper-
ty owners identify concerns before severe 
weather arrives.

Call 813-860-8374 or visit www.apex-
sightsolutions.com.

Sta! Report

PREHURRICANE INSPECTION IS A 
SMART MOVE FOR HOMEOWNERS

H i l l s b o r o u g h 
County residents 
are being encour-
aged to take simple 
steps around their 
homes to reduce 
mosquito breeding 
as locally acquired 
dengue infections 
continue to be re-
ported in the Tampa 
Bay area.

According to the Florida Department 
of Health, Hillsborough County has re-
ported 59 locally acquired dengue infec-
tions, making it the center of an unusual 
increase in locally transmitted dengue 
cases in Florida. Health o!cials are urging 
residents to protect themselves from mos-
quito bites and eliminate standing water 
where mosquitoes can breed.

Dengue is spread by the bite of an in-
fected Aedes mosquito. These mosquitoes 
can breed in surprisingly small amounts of 
water, including water found in plant sau-
cers, toys, buckets, clogged gutters and 
other containers around homes.

One simple way to remember mosquito 
prevention is the three D’s: dump, drain 
and cover.

Dump: Empty standing water from 
plant saucers, toys, buckets, pet dishes, 
birdbaths and other containers. Check 
yards regularly, especially after rainfall.

Drain: Clear clogged gutters and down-
spouts and address areas where water 
routinely collects. Check decorative foun-
tains, drainage areas and low spots around 
the property.

Cover: Keep containers that hold water 
covered and make sure doors and win-
dows have intact screens.

For water that cannot easily be elimi-
nated, residents can consider Bti mosqui-

to larvicides, 
such as Mos-
quito Dunks 
or Mosquito 
Bits. Bti tar-
gets mos-
quito larvae 
before they 
become adult 
mosquitoes. 
P r o d u c t s 
should al-

ways be used according to the label.
Residents should also look beyond the 

obvious. Potential breeding sites can in-
clude children’s outdoor toys, self-water-
ing planters, rain barrels, unused pools, 
tree holes, ditches and decorative water 
features.

Removing standing water should always 
be the first step. Larvicides are intended 
for water that cannot reasonably be re-
moved, not as a replacement for eliminat-
ing breeding sites.

Mosquitoes may also breed in drainage 
areas or other locations outside an indi-
vidual yard. Residents who see persistent 
standing water in a public area should re-
port it to the appropriate local authority 
or mosquito-control agency.

Mosquito prevention works best as a 
community e"ort. A few minutes spent 
checking a yard can help reduce mosqui-
to populations and the risk of mosqui-
to-borne disease.

Dump it. Drain it. Cover it. And where 
appropriate, dunk it.

For more information, visit the Florida 
Department of Health’s Fight the Bite re-
sources at www.floridahealth.gov/mos-
quito or Hillsborough County’s Mosquito 
Control webpage at https://hcfl.gov/resi-
dents/property-owners-and-renters/mos-
quito-control.

Sta! Report

RESIDENTS URGED TO FIGHT MOSQUITO 
BREEDING AS DENGUE CASES RISE

WE’RE
LOOKING
FOR YOU!
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SPOOKY FUN &
TREATS GALORE

© 2026 United Parks & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved.

Close your eyes for 
a moment and imag-
ine Brandon on Sep-
tember 15, 1890.

There is no Brandon 
Boulevard. No tra!c. 
No shopping centers. 
No rows of houses 
stretching for miles.

Instead, there are 
pine trees swaying 
in the Florida breeze, 
dirt roads winding 
through the country-
side, citrus groves 
beginning to flourish 
and the sounds of wagons, farm animals 
and the occasional train breaking the 
quiet.

Brandon was a much di"erent place 
then, a small community of roughly 450 
people, many of whom were farmers and 
pioneers building lives from the land.

And on this particular September 
day, something happened that may have 
seemed small at the time but was actu-
ally a significant moment in the story of 
our community.

Brandon received its first United 
States Post O!ce.

It was located in the home of Victoria 
Brandon, widow of pioneer John Bran-
don, whose name would ultimately be-
come synonymous with the community 
we know today. Victoria served as the 
first postmaster.

Imagine what that little post o!ce 
must have meant.

A letter from a loved one could car-
ry news from miles away. A newspaper 

could bring word 
of a changing 
world. Neighbors 
could gather, ex-
change stories and 
perhaps linger for 
a moment before 
returning to their 
farms and families.

The railroad had 
begun connecting 
this young commu-
nity with the out-
side world, and the 
area around what 
is now Victoria 

Street and Moon Avenue was becoming 
the heart of Brandon. Nearby were the 
railroad depot, Galvin’s General Store 
and a citrus packing house.

There was no way those early resi-
dents could have known what Brandon 
would become.

They could not have imagined six-lane 
roads, towering buildings, shopping cen-
ters or hundreds of thousands of neigh-
bors.

But they were laying the foundation 
for all of it.

So each September 15, perhaps we 
should pause and remember that Bran-
don’s story didn’t begin with the bustling 
community we see today.

It began quietly, with pioneers, dirt 
roads, citrus trees, a railroad, a deter-
mined woman named Victoria Brandon 
and a small post o!ce that connected a 
young community to the world.

That is the history worth preserving! 
If you would like to get involved.

1890: BRANDON GOT ITS FIRST POST OFFICE

FLORIDAORCHESTRA.ORG | 727.892.3337 

FEEL EVERY
MOMENT

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
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Email: 
annmarievaughan 

@verizon.net  
Web: 

annmarievaughan. 
realtor 

 

I give free ad space to groups or events that improve our community. Call me with your ideas! — Ann Marie 

GET MORE from your 
Florida lakeside lifestyle 
with extra space, attrac-
tive advantages, & solar-
powered savings all on 
a quiet cul-de-sac near 

the bustling heart of Sun 
City Center! This 3-bed, 
2-bath home with recent 
updates & its own dock 
also provides a 525-SF 
screened lanai beyond 
its1,670 SF.    $359,900 

Over $15 million 
in sales in 2025 

 
RE/MAX 

Hall of Fame, 
Top 1% among  

all agents across 
Tampa Bay  

 
Certified Luxury 
Home Specialist 

 
34-year resident 

of Riverview 
 

“I live here. 
I love it here. 

And I sell here 
like no one else!” 

BLOOMINGDALE RIDGE 
is where you’ll find this 
woodsy pond view with 
no back neighbor from 

a screened, roof-covered 
lanai! On a cul-de-sac 
street, an open "great 

room" design stretches 
all the way back to the 

lanai, which adds 330 SF 
to help the 3-bed, 2-bath 

home live larger than 
1,335 SF.    $318,000 

NEARLY EVERYTHING 
is new & improved at this 

maintenance-free villa 
with a backyard pond in 
Rivercrest! AC & water 

heater, LVP & tile floors, 
LED lights & ceiling fans, 

garage door opener & 
epoxy floor, hurricane 
shutters & more. It’s a 
3/2/2 with a screened 
lanai overlooking that 
pond.         $279,900 

FIND YOUR FLORIDA TREASURE in 
the Lost River Preserve! This uniquely 
designed, thoughtfully constructed es-

tate delivers advanced amenities inside 
& out on 2.6 acres of natural, waterside 
privacy still convenient to the highlights 
of life around Tampa Bay. Custom-built 

6 years ago, it's packed with extras such 
as rooftop solar, 20kWh home battery, 
tankless water heater, EV charger, RV 

parking pad with electric hookup, & a 
beautiful courtyard pool surrounded by a 

travertine deck. The main residence 
provides 3,170 SF of single-story living 

with 4 bedrooms & 3.5 baths, but there's 
another 700 SF in a climate-controlled 

fitness room & a front-entry studio apart-
ment. Offered for sale at $1,499,000. 

YOUR OWN 1/4 ACRE with pool, spa, 
patio, & fire pit privacy-fenced in back 
make this home worth discovering in 

the security-gated section of Riverglen! 
Spread out in 2,700 SF with the Wind-
ward Homes St. George design, which 

offers spacious formal & casual living & 
dining rooms flanked by 4 bedrooms & 

3 baths, then adds bay-windowed exten
-sions to both the owner suite & another 

bedroom. The big pool lanai, with 
screened & roof-sheltered portions for 

all-weather enjoyment, is accessible 
from the suite on one end, a back bath-

room on the other, & through sliders 
from the central family room beside the 
kitchen. No carpet, only tile or wood & 

luxury vinyl plank floors.    $525,000 

GET 2,700 SF on a gated 
& fenced 1/4 acre with 
no rear neighbor or HOA 
fees! In Boyette Springs, 
this original-owner home 
is available for the first 
time in a generation, 
still overlooking county 
conservation land from 
a big, pavered patio. An 
upstairs bonus room 
adds to 4 beds, 3 baths 
& lots more.   $469,900 

IT’S A 3-CAR GARAGE 
despite a 2-car appear-
ance! It’s tandem style, 
& you’ll find it on a long 
list of advantages at this 
3-bed, 2-bath, 2,040-SF 
pool home in Riverglen: 
3-year-new solar panels 
fully paid off, a 900-watt 
home generator, 50-amp 
EV charger, new water 
heater, new pool heater 
& pump, etc.   $459,900 

A BACKYARD BONUS 
you’ll love: an extended, 
screened, roof-covered 
lanai & attached patio 
overlooking a tree-lined 
pond with lighted foun-
tain! It's the all-day-or-
night, all-weather high-
light of this 2,200-SF 
gem in The Reserve at 
Pradera. Also, 2 suites 
among the 4 total beds 
& 3 full baths!  $415,000 

Volunteers are welcome now for the 
annual Veterans Build by Habitat of 

Tampa Bay Hillsborough County! 
 

This nonprofit organization works 
with our community in the week 

leading to Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 
to build a new home for a local 

veteran and preserve the homes 
of other veterans in need. 

 
 Fundraising continues meanwhile 

for the organization·s Veterans  
Initiative program that assists  

others all year. 
 

For more information, go online  
to www.habitathillsborough.org   

or call 813-239-2242. 


