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Welcome to the October Advertiser
The Advertiser is a great way to 
promote some of our fantastic local 
businesses, as well as sharing important 
community news and events. If there is 
something you would like included in 
the next issue, please send to 
advertise@watchetadvertiser.com by 
15th October. 
With Christmas just around the corner, 
now is the time to get in touch about 
promoting your festive events in our 
November and December issues.
The recent Watchet 1940's Weekend 
alongside the West Somerset Railway 
event was an outstanding success, and 
there has been overwhelming praise for 
the town's organisation and for the 
people who brought the 1940's to life. 
There is a great photo on the front cover 
and more on the opposite page, courtesy 
of Sandra Davies. 
Somerset Art Weeks Festival runs from 
19 September to 4 October.
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Everyday Technology
Andy Brett

QR code or not?                

Dear Readers, 

QR codes have become so common that 
we probably don’t even notice them any 
more. Almost everywhere you look they are 
about. Restaurant tables, posters, tickets, 
letters, parking machines and even the 
occasional television advert. Point your 
phone at a little square of black and white 
and as if by magic, a website, Facebook 
page or even a WhatsApp chat appears.

But what is a QR code? And are they 
safe? QR stands for Quick Response and 
a QR code is essentially a clever way of 
storing information in a pattern that your 
phone's camera can read. So instead of 
typing a long address into your browser, 
you simply scan the code and your phone 
takes you there.

They are incredibly convenient. 
Restaurants use them for menus and 
ordering, businesses use them for 
payments and contact details, and event 
organisers use them for tickets and 
registration. They can save a surprising 
amount of time particularly when the 
alternative is typing a complicated web 
address into a tiny phone keyboard or 
trying to remember it as you pass by.

But just because they are there, does 
scanning a QR code make it automatically 
safe? A QR code can take you to the same 
sort of website as clicking a link in an email. 
If someone has created a malicious QR 
code it could take you to a fake website 
designed to steal your password, banking 

or other personal details. It could be a QR 
code has been stuck over the legitimate 
one. example, you park your car, go to the 
parking machine with a QR code on it. 
Someone could potentially have placed 
another sticker over the genuine code 
directing you somewhere completely 
different so that you make a payment to 
them instead.

So before entering any personal or 
payment information have a quick look at 
the website address your phone has 
opened. Does it look like the company you 
expected? Is the spelling correct? If you are 
paying for something does the website look 
legitimate? Is the site using https:// at the 
beginning?

A QR code does not need to be scanned 
simply because it is there. If someone 
sends you an unexpected QR code by 
email or message and tells you that you 
must scan it immediately, treat it with the 
same caution you would give an 
unexpected link or spam phone call.

QR codes themselves are not dangerous. 
They are simply another way of accessing 
information. The important part is where 
they take you. This doesn’t mean all QR 
codes are bad but do remember that the 
little black and white square is a doorway, 
and it is always worth checking where the 
doorway leads before walking through it.

As always, any questions please send 
them to ICT@lyntonadvertiser.com
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A vital cable link that will power Somerset’s 
flagship new battery manufacturing facility 
near Bridgwater is being installed this autumn.
The Agratas facility which is set to create 
thousands of jobs and generate £700 million 
in economic value for the region each year, is 
re-industrialising a 308-acre brownfield site in 
the heart of Somerset.

The multi-billion pound battery manufacturing 
facility is the centrepiece of the Gravity 
Enterprise Zone and construction of the 525-
metre-long Building One is well underway. 
Now project leaders need to install a vital 
high-powered electricity connection linking the 
Gravity site with the national power grid.

The cables need to cross the M5 between 
junctions 23 (Dunball) and 24 (Huntworth), 
and motorists are being advised of a short 
period of roadworks taking place in October. 
Agratas has listened to advice from local 
partners and the work has been carefully 
timed to avoid the school half-term break and 
the Guy Fawkes carnival season.

Powering up the Agratas site to help spark jobs and boost growth

The work, which is due to start on 5 October 
2026 and take up to 15 days involves cutting a 
trench into the M5 to lay ducting and install the 
cables. The trench will be dug from one side of 
the motorway to the other starting with the 
northbound carriageway. 

Agratas is working with contractors and 
highways partners, Somerset Council and 
National Highways, to deliver the connection.

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/news 
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Yarn Market Hotel
High Street, Dunster

Exmoor National Park, TA24 6SF
Restaurant open daily

for evening meals.
Sunday lunches

Served 12.00 to 2.30pm
2 courses £20.00

Telephone: 01643 821425
Email: hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk

QUANTOCK SALES AND REPAIRS 
We repair cars, vans, garden machinery, 

agri machinery. 
We have diagnostics.

We offer mobile repairs, we come to you. 

Workshop at Flaxpool
Telephone 0783 4831 404

Office: Flaxpool Farm, Flaxpool, Crowcombe, 
Taunton TA4 4AW

Reliable – Professional - Local
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2009

We are an independent family run business established in 2009 with the aim of 
providing outstanding service.

We specialise in the design and installation of kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms, 
while providing building works and project management for a full circle service.

We are based in the Somerset village of Wiveliscombe, operating throughout 
Somerset, Dorset, Devon and beyond. If you would like to discuss your forthcoming 
project, please do not hesitate to contact us.

T: 01984 624700    
E: sales@homefrontdesign.uk.com
www.homefrontdesign.uk.com 

Unit 1 & 5 Vale Yard, Ford Road, 
Wiveliscombe, Taunton, Somerset, TA4 2RE.

Your complete refurbishment specialist.
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Architectural 
Services 

Specialising in: 

• Feasibility Studies.

• Concept Drawings.

• Planning Drawings & Applications.

• Working Drawings.

• Building Regulations Applications.

KIRK DYER 

1 Baker’s Court, Lynton, Devon, EX35 6EW 

07873 957158 

www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 

kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk 

WANTED 
Two part timers to share  

running Portman Boutique  
on Lynmouth Street  

March to October half term. 

This is an opportunity to be 
involved with a lovely shop 
and have flexible working 

hours. 

Email Nickie 
 nickieportman@gmail.com 

Maintenance Worker 
Lee Abbey is seeking to appoint a Maintenance Worker. This is an exciting opportunity 
to join Lee Abbey’s Maintenance Team. We are looking for someone with multiple 
maintenance skills with a background across multiple trades. Applicants should have 
experience and a proven track record of being able to work proactively. We are 
looking for a team player, able to work as part of a small team to provide general  
maintenance and repair to Lee Abbey buildings, facilities, and equipment. The role is 
rewarding. We are on the lookout for someone who is a self-starter, who has  
maintenance skills, possess energy and passion to tend to our buildings. 

Lee Abbey is resourced by a voluntary international Christian Community that 
welcomes guests of all backgrounds.  

The package includes appropriate salary and pension. Closing date: 31/03/2025 

For more information, please contact:  
Amy Bailey 
Personnel, Lee Abbey, Lynton, Devon EX35 6JJ 
01598 754250  
personnel@leeabbey.org.uk  

http://www.kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk
mailto:kirk@kgdyerandsonsltd.co.uk
mailto:nickieportman@gmail.com
mailto:personnel@leeabbey.org.uk
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Young Filmmakers Invited to Take Their First Steps into the 
Screen Industries with BFI Film Academy South West
Applications are now open for a free BFI Film Academy South West Introductory Course taking 
place in Minehead this October. Young people aged 16 to 19 with a passion for film and 
television are being invited to apply for an intensive week of practical filmmaking, masterclasses 
and industry insight, delivered by Somerset Film. 

Running from 23–30 October 2026, the BFI Film Academy South West Introductory Course will 
give aspiring filmmakers the opportunity to learn directly from screen professionals, work with 
professional equipment and collaborate to make their own short films. No previous filmmaking 
experience or academic qualifications are required.

Course dates:
Online welcome: Friday 23 October 2026

   In-person: Saturday 24, Monday 26, Tuesday 27, Wednesday 28, Thursday 29, 
      and Friday 30 October 2026
Location: Minehead, Somerset
Cost: Free
Application deadline: Midnight, Sunday 11 October 2026

Find out more and apply:
www.somersetfilm.com/bfifilmacademysouthwest

BFI Film Academy South West is delivered by Somerset Film, supported by the 
UK Government and National Lottery funding.

For questions about the course, contact Somerset Film at info@somersetfilm.com 
or 01278 433187.

http://www.somersetfilm.com/bfifilmacademysouthwest
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  Lynton Cinema
LEE ROAD, LYNTON, EX35 6HN

01598 753397
Friday 2 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 5 October at 2.30pm

PRESSURE
ANDREW SCOTT, BRENDAN FRASER

The true untold story of D Day  15  100 minutes

Friday 9 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 12 October at 2.30pm

& SONS 
BILL NIGHY, IMELDA STAUNTON  

The estranged sons of a reclusive novelist are called 
to meet him a�er he becomes convinced he is about 

to die. Based on the novel by David Gilbert.  
15  120 minutes

Friday 16 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nees Saturday 17, Sunday 18, 

Monday 19 October at 2.30pm
COYOTE vs ACME

A�er enduring years of catastrophic product failures 
at the hands of ACME Inc., a tenacious, unemployed 

coyote uncovers a corporate cover-up and 
spearheads an unhinged ba�le against the 

mul�na�onal conglomerate that’s been blowing 
him up in the name of profit.

PG  103 minutes

Friday 23 October for 7 days at 2.30pm only
SHAUN THE SHEEP AND THE BEAST 
FROM MOSSY BOTTOM U  90 minutes

HALF TERM HALLOWEEN SPECIAL
Friday 23 October for 7 days at 8.00pm only

HOLY DAYS 
JUDY DAVIS, MIRIAM MARGOLYES  

A comedy drama film featuring three elderly nuns 
who are trying to save their convent and an 

unhappy young boy, who embark on a road trip. 
12A  101 minutes

Friday 30 October for 7 days at 8.00pm
Ma�nee Monday 2 November at 2.30pm

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 
DAISY EDGAR-JONES, ESME CREED-MILES 

A story of love, family and sisterhood.
Based on Jane Austen’s novel. 

PG  132 minutes

10 to 16 The Avenue
Minehead, Somerset

TA24 5AY

OASIS presents – HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
Thursday 1 – Saturday 3 October, 7.30pm 
Come along and sing along to the well-known and much-
loved songs you know and enjoy.  

Coffee & Cakes in the Bar
Saturday 3 October, 10.00 – 12.00  

Pantaloons present - TWELTH NIGHT
Monday 5 October, 7.30pm 
The cri�cally acclaimed Pantaloons Theatre Company 
present their own brand of Shakespearean mayhem.

Regal Film Society - ROMERÍA (Cert 15)
Tuesday 6 October, 7:30pm
A young woman discovers her family in Galicia,uncovering 
unspoken past events.

BLOOMIN’ CHURCH
Thursday 8 October, 7:30pm
This upli�ing show cracks open the walls of “church,” 
revealing the surprising poten�al to bloom when we’re 
brave enough to be ourselves.

Volunteer Recruitment Mee�ng – Bar Area
Everyone welcome. Saturday 10 October, 11:00 – 1:00  

Waterfront presents - FLEET STREET
22 – 24 October, 7.30pm 
There’s a killer on the loose and Hitler is making life a li�le 
difficult for the people of London. 

The Average Scien�st presents - 
WONDERS OF OUR UNIVERSE
Sunday 25 October, 7.00pm 
With breath-taking visuals and a soaring cinema�c 
soundtrack, each moment is cra�ed to ignite your curiosity 
and s�r your emo�ons.

Royal Ballet Live from the Opera House – MANON
Tuesday 27 October, 7.15pm 
MacMillan's understanding of human psychology makes for 
an unflinching look into themoral degrada�on of Manon’s 
Paris.

THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE
Friday 30 October, 7.30pm 
Featuring the amazing voice of Maggie Nestor and eight  
top-class musicians. 

REGAL COMEDY NIGHT
Saturday 31 October, 7.30pm 
The evening will feature a professional line up from the 
cream of the UK Comedy Circuit. 

Tickets for all events may be booked in advance online
at  h�ps://regaltheatre.co.uk/whatson or from the
Box Office (Tel 01643 706430) between 9.30am and 
12.00pm Monday – Saturday.

Registered Charity No. 1052714     Limited Company No. 3149984
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