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https://worldelephantday.org/

WOMEN'S MONTH

Celebrating the Women of Swellendam

THIS WEEK'S REMARKABLE WOMEN !

To nominate someone for this 'Remarkable Women' series, click here:

https: /[www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/remarkable-women



REMARKABLE WOMEN: VICKY STEYN
By Lyra of Swellendam — And Buffeljags — Ginger

Adventurer, Occasional Canoe Supervisor,
and Full Time Observer of Human Greatness

Some humans have a talent for making guests
feel welcome. And then there is Vicky Steyn,
who does it with such radiant enthusiasm that
even | — a cat famously suspicious of strangers
— would consider trotting up to her for a head
scratch. . She is the warm, joyful face of
Umshanti, and one of Swellendam’s (and

Buffeljags’) brightest ambassadors.

And, crucially, she has raised a

Visitors arrive expecting a peaceful stay by
the water; they leave remembering Vicky. daughter who is one of the best
Her kindness, her care, her genuine delight people to look after me when my

mn people — these are the things that linger Servant abandons me for mysterious

long after the suitcases are packed. The
glowing reviews speak not only of the
beauty of Umshanti, but of the lasting
impression she makes through her
infectious positivity.

Her love for Swellendam — and
Buffeljags — is woven into everything
she does. She explores our mountains on
foot, cycles through the countryside with
the energy of a creature who has
definitely had her morning coffee, and
shares her favourite local spots with the
kind of excitement usually reserved for
cats discovering a new cardboard box.

Vicky is also one of my close neighbours
n Buffeljags, which means I have had

ample opportunity to observe her in her

human errands. This alone places
Vicky’s family in the upper tier of
civilisation.

Vicky Steyn is the kind of human
who makes Bufteljags feel like the
centre of the world — not through
grand gestures, but through steady
kindness, genuine welcome, and a
way of lifting others without
announcing it. I've watched her
from my preferred vantage point
(high, comfortable, and out of
reach), and [ can confirm she is
exactly the sort of woman this

fyrd

series exists to celebrate

natural habitat. She is the sort of human =

who greets the day with energy, the
mountains with enthusiasm, and other

humans with warmrth.



REMARKABLE WOMEN: GERDA FROM G FORCE

By Lyra — Ginger Sentinel, Night Watch Supervisor (self
appointed), and Long Time Admirer of Humans Who Keep
the Town Safe

Some humans make you feel safe simply by
being present. Gerda from G Force is one of
those rare individuals whose steady courage
and unwavering commitment wrap around
Swellendam like a protective blanket — the
kind a cat might knead before settling in for a

nap.

Gerda is everywhere, though never in a way
that demands attention. She steps in quietly,
responds swiftly, and supports those in need
with a calm competence that reassures

residents and visitors alike. While many From my vantage point (usually a

humans rush toward recognition, she moves . .
_ T _ _ rooftop, surveying my kingdom),
in the opposite direction — working behind : .

I've watched her go the extra mile

the scenes, doing the hard things, and asking

more times than I can count.

for nothing in return. . . .
5 Whether it’s assisting durmg a

o , crisis, helping a family in distress
Her dedication to Swellendam is not loud or T PHg _y Y
S , or backing community initiatives,
dramartic; it is steady, reliable and deeply , ,
, qo Gerda shows up with compassion,
felt. She embodies responsibility in its purest , _
integrity and an extraordinary

work ethic. She is the kind of

human who makes others breathe

form — the kind that keeps a town running,
keeps people safe, and keeps everything just

a lictle more peaceful. o ,
casier simply because she exists.

Gerda is, without question, one
of Swellendam’s remarkable
women. A guardian, a helper, a
quicet force for good — and a
human this ginger cat holds in

the highest regard.
Dypa




REMARKABLE WOMEN: JENNI VAN NIEKERK

Author Anonymous: Some people leave their mark on the world through the

extraordinary way they live each ordinary day. Jenni is one of those rare souls.

Some people leave their mark on
the world through the
extraordinary way they live each
ordinary day. Jenni is one of those
rare souls.

She has a brilliant mind and a
wonderfully innovative spirit, vet
carries both with humility and quiet
grace. She listens far beyond words,

notices what others overlook, and has a

remarkable way of making people feel
truly seen, accepted and cherished. In
her presence, people feel valued and
safe to be their authentic selves.

Her compassion knows no
boundaries. She offers the same
warmth, respect and dignity to
everyone, regardless of their age,
background, position or
circumstance.

She understands that every person
has a story and every heart deserves
gentleness. Her generosity of spirit,
unwavering integrity and quiet
strength inspire those around her.

Jenni's life is not without its
challenges, but she dances her way
through it bringing love and light
wherever she goes. She is deeply
devoted to her family, steadfast in her
friendships and committed to
excellence in her work. She embraces
a healthy, balanced way of living and
her love for nature is reflected not
only in words, but in the thoughtful
way she lives, caring for the earth
with gratitude and responsibility.

In a world that often celebrates
achievement above character, Jenni
reminds us that true worth lies in
kindness, humility and love. She
shows us that true beauty is found
not only in how we appear, but in
how we value, serve and care for
others.

During this Women’s Month, let’s
celebrate Jenni and all the
remarkable women everywhere - for
who they are and not only for all that
they accomplish: gentle lights in a
world that needs more light, whose
presence reaches far beyond what
they may ever know.
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The Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy
(SBC) wishes to extend their heartfelt
gratitude to Joe Masapiki from

Thank You! &

Joe personally drove to Thornlands to
purchase and collect the compost we
needed for our Masbiekers Valley
planting party held on 10 August 2026

FREE OF CHARGE!

A small business giving back to the community

Whether youre in need of a great garden service,
irrigation or water tanks to be installed, building a
greenhouse, or wanting to cut a fire break,

Big Joe’s is your man

RELIABLE, HONEST AND FAIRLY-PRICED,
HE CAN GET ANY JOB DONE!

For a quote or assessment contact Joe:
+27 63 983 6761

bigjoeservices.swd@gmail.com

https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za



https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za/
https://www.swellendamconservancy.org.za/
https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za/
https://www.swellendamconservancy.org.za/

LOOKING FOR HER FOREVER HOME

Bl
Ruby is a beautiful W/
7-year-old Ridgeback ]
with a heart of gold.

STERILIZED

FEEEEEEE S Eec eSS E R EEEEEE RS

Ruby is sterilized.

A FAMILY DOG

She needs to be part
of the family and
sleep inside.

SWEET & SOCIAL

Ruby is very sweet,
socialized and gets
along with other dogs.

NO CATS

B EE R R R RS S Ee——s s EEEEE RS

Ruby does not like cats.

ALL SHE NEEDS IS LOVE
She needs a new home

where she will be very
much loved.

" INTERESTED IN GIVING
HER FOREVER HOME? RUBY THERESA

et | & 076-105-3505 §

""' A HOME CHECK WILL BE DONE BEFORE ADOPTION -‘.‘-




MMIVAS

FOR THE LOVE OF ANIMALS

DBV
SPCA

o) 028514 2083

4

s e

DATE OF BIRTH
01 November 2025

5; CATS
Unknown

STORY

| was a stray and
never claimed.

Schumacher is a very loving TRAINING

and playful boy who is always e | need basic

ready for fun and cuddles. puppy training
‘ to help me

He will make a wonderful baromiathe

companion and loyal friend. best boy | can be!

Could gow be
MY FOREVER FAMILY? >

GIVE A STRAY A SECOND CHANCE



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022

Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Nov
Dec
Dec
Dec

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

14 12:00
15 08:00
18 19:00
19 18:30
22 0900
26 09:30
27 19:00
28 18:30
29 15:00
31 18:00
1-7 09:00
4 09:00
9 09:00
S 09:00
12 09:30
19 09:00
26 18:30
30 18:00
1-4 tbc

3 tbc

3 7 30

9 tbc

10 09:00
18 tbc

26 tbc

30 tbc

6 tbc

03 18:00
04 18:00
04/5 18:00

Vetkoek + Curried Mince
Interskool sports

'‘Our Mother The Earth'
Skaapkopete

Gather and Savour

O Meno O Pouse

Elton Tribute
Platsaakdans

Jaarslikse Vieisfees
Beleggingsaand (u/395)
Arbor Week

Luna Paige Mauritz Lotz
Lentemark

Langeberg Fees

Tjhoko Workshop

Some Enchanted Evening
Greek Evening

Meet & Greet

Gooi - Pottery Festival
Swellendam Alive

Last one Standing
Helena Hettena
Huishulpoggend
Garden Day
Wolfkloofstap

Tanja Storm

Nianell

Christmas Carols

Johan Liebenberg with Lucy Tops

Christmas Night Market

NGK

VRT Pitt
Town Hall
Skousaal
Teatro @10
Joubertsdal
Teatro @10
Showgrounds
NG Kerk
Aan De Eike
Everywhere
Teatro @ 10

Hervormde Kerk tuin

Jan Harmsgat
MeubelMark

Olyfkrans College

The Woods
Grace & Merci
Various

Various

SWD Forest
Teatro@10

VRT Pitt

Mayville Garden
Bakoondshoogte
Drostdy Museum
Drostdy Museum
Ambagswerf
tbc

Under the Oaks

Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Buffeljags
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
R60
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam
Swellendam

10
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OUR MOTHER THE EARTIH

Swellendam Town Hall

: T4 J { | '
18 August 2026 | 19h00
Swellendam Town Hall

Tickets
Available from 18h00 at
Swellendam Town Hall on the day
of the performance or at
Webtickets

. Prices:
g d General Admission R100 |
Seniors, Students & Groups R50

WHAT KIND OF WORLD WILL WE LEAVE BERIND?

Directed by acclaimed choreographer Sbonakaliso
Ndaba, this visually compelling production combines
African contemporary dance, live music, song,
spoken word and digital projections to inspire

hope, reflection and action.

As climate change accelerates, the choices we make
today will shape the future of our planet. SboNdaba
Dance invites audiences to experience Our Mother
the Earth—a powerful dance-theatre production that
celebrates the beauty of nature while confronting
the urgent realities of the climate crisis.

"Our Mother the Earth is an astounding piece of dance
theatre. Tremendous work and care have gone into
this epic and poignant production.”

sbondabadance@gmail.com 083267 3029 sbondabadance.co.za


https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?itemid=1599807497

& SWELLENDAM LIONS
BIED AAN:

Navrae:
Juanita 082 338 4920
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COUNTRY CONNECTION

@O0 ® rTY)LTID

* LAUNDRY SERV

48 ~‘ug\,L DROP OFF/coLyrE’ TION TIMES&-.

t*h “ *CAN BE ARRANGEDi;\ .-
BUILDING C, STASIE STREET

SWELLENDAM SHOWGROUNDS




%\/L N,

VANAF JANUARIE 2026

“Kweek kreatiwiteit terwyl ons
vaardighede bemeester |
Weeklikse klasse vir graad 7-12, x_

2-uur sessies
Kundige leiding, praktiese
wenke & volledig tweetaalig

Sentraal geleé by
Wild Mountain Skool
Ideaal vir tuisskolers

e

SKILDERKUNS | LEWENSTEKEN |
DRUKKUNS | SKETS | e
BEELDHOUKUNS | KOLLAASE "
MANDJIEVLEGTING | KLEI & =~
POTTEBAK | LEERWERK & MEER

Kontak Anke vir meer
inligting 082 7850957




PILATES

“Change happens
through movement &
movement heals.”
Joseph Pilates

Suzani Steyn Physiotherapy
0825787 436

Enjoy your first class on us.
Boolz: ngs essential.




CAPE
SHIATSU

SHIATSU MASSAGE

A new heahng
space awaits

¥

I’'m delighted to share that my
Shiatsu Massage treatments are
now being offered at the

Rothman Manor

Q 268 Voortrek Street, Swellendam

Nestled in the heart of Swellendam, Rothman
Manor is a historic haven of tranquility -

the perfect setting for rest, healing

and renewal.

— THE' BENEFITS OF SHIATSU ———

A Yoo | B

BACK & NECK STRESS & ANXIETY | ENERGY & VITALITY BETTER SLEEP
RELIEF REDUCTION BOOST QUALITY

Eases tension, Calms the nervous Stimulates circulation, Encourages deep

system, promotes enhances energy relaxation for more
relaxation and and supports overall restorative, natural
mental clarity. wellbeing. sleep.

JET-LAG
RECOVERY

Helps reset your body
clock, reduce fatigue
and restore natural
rhythm after travel.

improves posture
and supports long-
term spinal health.

Thank you for your continued support.

| look forward to welcoming you to this beautiful new space.
S
'

STEPHEN MALHERBE

® 072 266 9730
Bookings via WhatsApp or phone

&

| @ www.cape-shiatsu.com

G

INSOMNIA
SUPPORT

Helps quiet the
mind, regulate
sleep patterns and
improve sleep

17/



STORAGE

— SWELLENDAM —

I il | @ I | OG5 ILLLIT
SECURE ALARM ARMED FLOOD VIDEO ELECTRICAL | AUTOMATED
FENCING SYSTEM RESPONSE LIGHTS SURVELANCE POINT GATE ENTRY

(GFORCE)

WE HAVE STORAGE
- UNITS TO RENT
\ 2 X LAGE UNITS
\N ;’2 ; i;:}( 5.2 squares)
R R1,700

4 X STANDARD UNITS

6m x 3m (18 squares)
2.1m high

R 1 3 0 VAT INCL.
, PER MONTH

SAFE. SECURE. CONVENIENT.

Ideal for household items, furniture, stock,
tools, equipment & business storage.

CONTACT - 083 658 2851
OR 072 900 4885

18



' OVERBERG

@& Lighting & Electrical

ATTENTION ALL HOMES, BUSINESSES & GUESTHOUSES

_, .

W

4

Ui

o
IS the time to service
your Air Conditioners

Don’t let them fail you in summer!

CLICK HERE X

e overberg@overberglighting.coza e 79 Voortrek street, Swellendam, 6740

When it comes to your home or business security and electrical needs,
trust the expertise of accredited installers.

19


https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/

VIR MEER INLIGTING OF OM TE BESTEL KONTAK
Angelique: 073 428 4203, Christa: 074 536 9639,
Willie: 072 884 3570 (slegs whatsapp)




fore you plan your trips away so we can t
urselves with your house and discuss you
ran appointn’?é'nt to meet and greet the

NANCY 0836765621
ROSS 0603678880

L 8
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SWELLENDAM

PAINTERS

TRANSFORMING SPACES. ENHANCING HOMES.

PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Quality finishes that
stand the test of time.

TILING

Floors, walls, bathrooms,
kitchens and more.
Neat, durable, professional.

MINOR RENOVATIONS

From touch-ups to
small upgrades -
we'’ve got you covered.

Gimall jobs: Big difereece

www.swellendampainters.co.za [ scad, Toliakle. Frofessional,
& 0822293347 WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR WORK AND
;_-.;f | DELIVER RESULTS YOU'LL LOVE.
@N info@swellendampainters.coza ' e ;

WE SERVE SWELLENDAM

AND SURROUNDING AREAS

ce


http://www.swellendampainters.co.za/

SWELLENDAM CABINETRY

Small enough to care, experienced enough to deliver.
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o Kitchens - New & Renovations NEIL LIEBENBERG
e Built-In Cupboards

 Cabinet Upgrades & Repairs 083 253 9070

e Custom Solutions for Swellendam homes liebie61@gmail.com

» Neat workmanship and practical detail  www.swellendamcabinetry.co za

e

B
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https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/




SCHOONE OORDT

JUNIOR /ASSISTANT CHEF

Jor charming Country Hotel in Swellendam
Seasonal contract
Primarily focusing on starters & desserts,

but happy to cross over to hot kitchen if necessary

Must have basic kitchen knowledge & knife skills
Must have a matric

Must have a valid SA ID or work permit
Must have a passion & talent for the kitchen

Must be a team player and willing to work hard
over weekends & public holidays

Must be open to learning & growing

Please send CV to
schooneocordt@gmail.com




SCHOONE OORDT

1853

DINNER SERVICE STAFF
REQUIRED

Seasonal contract

Afternoon & evening shifts
Must be well-groomed & smart in appearance
Must have basic service experience
Must have basic food & wine knowledge
Must have matric
Must have a valid SA ID or work permit
Must have a passion for service & warm, gracious hospitality

Must be a team player & willing to work hard,
including weekends & public holidays

Must be willing to learn & grow

Please send CV to
schooneoordt@gmail.com



mailto:schooneoordt@gmail.com
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GUESTHOUSE MANAGER - AAN DE LEISURE COLLECTION | SWELLENDAM

JOIN OUR HOSPITALITY TEAM!

Aan de Leisure Collection is looking for an enthusiastic and energetic
Guesthouse Manager to oversee our established guesthouses in Swellendam.
If you have a passion for the hospitality industry and enjoy working with
people, we would love to hear from you. The suitable candidate will receive a
locally competitive salary.

REQUIREMENTS:

e Previous experience in the hospitality industry will be advantageous.

e Strong leadership skills with the ability to motivate, manage, and lead a
general staff complement.

* Excellent customer service and communication skills.

e Strong administrative, financial, and organisational abilities.

 The ability to manage all aspects of guesthouse operations,
includingreservations, maintenance, and day-to-day operations.

e Proficient in Microsoft Office.

 Professional appearance with exceptional attention to detail.

e Willingness to work weekends, public holidays, and flexible hours.

* Own reliable transport and a valid driver's licence will be advantageous.

e Must reside in Swellendam.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE WHO IS:

» Friendly, reliable, and self-motivated.

» A natural leader with a positive attitude.

* Able to remain calm under pressure and demonstrate strong problem-solving skills.
= Passionate about hospitality, with the knowledge and ability to create

» memorable guest experiences.

» Ateam player with excellent interpersonal skills.

APPLICATIONS:

Please email your CV to_marketing@adlc.co.za before or on 21 August.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.




i ﬂi' qy SELLAGRAM

IS SALES CATALOGUE

~FOR BUYERS

Explore the latest listings from your community.

This catalogue brings together everything from home essentials
to handmade treasures — all in one easy-to-browse collection.

. VA -— — —

BUY LOCAL * SAVE SMART  SUPPORT COMMUNIT "8

- SELLAGRAM - Swellendam’s trusted local sa[es net
e Updated Weekiy - Free listings - Community-driven

i ———————————— e

e —— —

o -
'" f

Each item is hand-checked, clearly priced, and ready for a new home.

Contact sellers directly via WhatsApp for quick, friendly s isd e



https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28

SELLAGRAM
FOR SALE
SAFETY 15T BEDRAIL GUARDS (90 cm)

Selling two Safety 1st bedrails
- perfect for helping your toddler safely transition
from a cot to a big bed.
They fit standard beds easily and prevent late-night tumbles.

e Condition: Excellent, clean, and fully functional

e Size: 9o cm length
e Features: Easy to install under the mattress, stable

frame, breathable mesh fabric so you can easily see

your child

Retail Price: R 1,100 each
Pricing: Set of 2 Bedrails R 1,150 | Single Bedrail R 650

. Contact: 072 735 2425

Pick-up: Swellendam o



SELLAGRAM

FOR SALE
JOIE COMMUTER CHANGE TRAVEL COT

Selling a Joie Commuter Change travel cot in excellent
condition. Complete set with absolutely no missing parts -
perfect for travel or home use.

Components Included:
e (Click-on changing unit
e Elevated bassinet mesh lining
e QOriginal transport bag

Condition: Excellent, from a smoke-free, pet-free home
Features: Ultra-secure frame, compact fold, integrated wheels

Retail Price: R 3,000

My Price: Cot R 1,200
Pick-up: Swellendam

L Contact: 072 735 2425 .




‘ ~74611}:5'1*13156' your unwanted items

FREE for 5 days

If your sale succeeds, please make a

VOLUNTARY donation
to support the Swellengram staft.

Bank details for donations:

Mrs Amanda Shackley
_  FNB Cheque Account
Branch Code: 200513

Account Number: 6285774542

—= Contact: =—
WhatsApp: 072 566 7093

Email: swellengram@gmail.com = -



https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28

The Benefits of

Decluttering reduces
mental noise and helps

you focus on what 1 jm
truly matters. *

‘.
5 ks
h ; !
1 "
b ]
-

A tidy environment invites
peace, creativity, and
better energy flow.

A

Boosts Productiuity

Fewer distractions mean g . - Owning less curbs o= s
clearer priorities and M impulse buying i

more meaningful work. m - and encourages
e %  mindful spending, .

Tnproves Well-Being

. Less clutter, less stress —
L N % T s ‘._."__‘___ i f
PR ::hmore time for rest,
% . nature, and cats.

Simplifying reduces
waste and

promotes conscious =
consumption.



https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE WEEK

By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary

Humans,

August has arrived, and with it comes one
of my favourite annual observances:
Simplify Your Life Week — a noble
tradition in which you finally admit that
your homes contain too many things, most
of which are not tuna.

This week encourages you to declutter your
surroundings, calm your minds, and release
anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I,
personally, spark joy. Your collection of
mismatched Tupperware does not.

As a cat of Buffeljags with refined tastes and a
deep understanding of human chaos, I feel it is
my civic duty to guide you through this sacred

week of simplification.

Burt let’s be clear: deciuttering isn't just about

tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space.

Every obj ect you ciing to Whispers a demand

— dust me, move me, remember me — until

your brain resembles a storage unit. When you

let go of the unnecessary, you make room for
thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a
sunbeam.

Humans often underestimate the serenity of
emptiness. A clear shelf is not a void; it’s a
promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s
potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is
not clutter; it’s art.

This week is not only about clearing
cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind.
Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and
any human who says “I'll pop in quickly” but

stays for three hours.

Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles

[t it’s broken, bin it.

If you don’t need it, sell it
If you don’t use it, sell it
If it’s ugly, donate it.

If it’s sentimental, keep it.

If i’s tuna, give it to me.

And let me remind you of the ultimate
tool for Simplify Your Life Week — che
SELLAGRAM.



https://nationaltoday.com/simplify-your-life-week/
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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SATURDAY
MARKET TEAM!

EARN BETWEEN

R1 200 - R1, 500

SATURDAY MDRNINGS o il

— — ——

<z~ AT UNDER THE OAKS MARKET {fﬂ-

We're looking for friendly,
reliable people who enjoy
working with customers in a
vibrant outdoor market.

¢ ¥ %

GREAT | BEPARTOF | WEEKEND | WORK UNDER
ATMOSPHERE : OURCOMMUNITY ;| WORKONLY | THE OAKS!

f4 e
INTERESTED? \ g@w‘“



USEFUL

NUMBERS




VETS & PETS

VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:

Hermitage Vet: Lize Venter 028 007 0065 / 067 459 2438
Swellendam Dierehospitaal: Dr Zelna Fourie, Adriaan Coetzee 028 514 1193
Oakhurst Animal Clinic: Marlia de Wet 028 514 1078

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Wildlife Rescue First Responders:
Ross Soller: 060 367 8880 or Vicky Dreyer: 076 282 2219

Thomas Blom: 079 170 4843
Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy: 077 422 6980

SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:
John Mong: 071 833 9613

Russel Perks: 072 338 4033

Amy Mocke: 084 581 3526

CHAMELEONS:

Carmen Stuart: 083 787 5376 or SBC 077422 6980
SPCA

028 514 2083

DOG GROOMING

Snuf Snaf Doggy Parlour: 072 327 1050

&, Save our number

Stay updated on the latest news & info,
and have SBC's contact number handy
in case of an emergency.

077 422 6980

Swellendam Bewarea

Conservancy Contact number

4



SWELLENDAM

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS:

E SERVICES Public & School
Police and Ambulance Emergencies (tollfree from cell phone). . 10177 or 112G Holidays
Provincial EMS dispatch.............. ... 028 212 9111 or 082 212 9000@
FoT e R R N U 0860 132 2322 EBCGE 01 January,
Netcare 911 028 514 1320 B3 New Year's Day

21 March,
Human Rights Day

Lt Col J.J. Tiemie (Station Commander SAPS). ... ... .. 082 778 6935
Capitan Green (SAPS) ... .. oo 082 302 2813 &2 03 April,
Swellendam / Buffeljagsrivier. ... 028 514 8100 or 079 894 1439 Good Friday
Barrydale .. ... ... ... 10111 or 028 572 8100 06 Abri
pril,
Suurbraak ... 10111 or 028 522 8000 Family Day
Plaaswag SOS....... ... 082 4922496 or 082 464 5739 or 082 864 4691 FH(C3
Crimestop. .. ..o 27 April,
y < icilantIARE @G Freedom Day
. TRAFFIC
-, T e . 01 May,
Francois Stuart (SWD Provincial Traffic Manager)..._..... 028 425 1690 Workers' Day
Arrive Alive call centre. ... .. .. 0861 400 800 EBCS .
; une,
Special School Holiday
Swellendam Hospital Frontdesk ........................... 028 514 1142 (3 16 June,
Swellendam Hospital Clinic................................... 028 514 8450 Youth Day
Efe e soeial - s 084 124 E3CF Abgust:
ACVV SQC’HI W'Drker .................................................. 082 911 National Women's Day
SPCA Swellendam......................... 084 737 1948 or 028 514 2083
Social Services (Dep of Social Dev). .. .. 028 514 1029 or 028 514 1252 10 August,
Gender based Violence . .. .. ... ... 0800 428 428 or "120" 7867# EPE; Public Holiday
EXain Snake Relocation. oo oo i, 072 338 4033 24 September,
Poisons Information Hotline................................ 0861 555 777 EBCS Heritage Day
nC ﬁlﬂ i ﬁ res, major incidents 16 December,

Day of Reconciliation

Control / After BT v e S 028 425 1157 EBG
Overberg District Fire...._...... ... .. 028 425 1690 or 063 690 7899 EH(CS 25 December,
Overberg Fire Services. ... 028 312 2400 Christmas Day
NSRI Witsand. ... s e 082 994 7555 or 082 990 5957 26 Decorriber.
Foot ENOUHOMINE e 080 928 4102 Day of Goodwill

IK SWELLENGREBEL AIRFIELD / LUGHAWE

Marius Heyneman ................ e A W R ... 082 556 8184
T e T ] T | o ST 082 330 7333 &2

SWELLENDAM MUNICIPALITY
WhatsApp Lines: Infrastructure Services........... ... .. 067 435 1733

EreditControl - ... .o 072 237 8727
Community Services . ..072 525 0764
Water & Sewage (Swellendam & Buffeljagsrmer) ________ 071 207 9213
Water & Sewage (Barrydale) ... .. ... ... 072 654 0668
Water & Sewage (Suurbraak) ... ... .. ... . .. ... .. . 0636342282
Electrical Services (Swellendam) ... .. ... ... ... . 076 684 4386
Electrical Services (Suurbraak) ............................... 066 569 6449
o Electrical Services (Barrydale) ... .. 078 380 2789
sl Swellendam Law Enforcement ... 079 501 3339

‘ﬂ"é:jﬁgr Swellendam Traffic Enforcement ... 028 514 8557 or 061 892 5958
' Swellendam Municipal Switchboard. ... ... .. . .. 028 514 8500
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NEIGHBOURHOOD CHATTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Swellendam has always thrived on
neighbourly connection — the kind
that happens across counters, front
gardens, and familiar shop doors. In
recent years, this connection has
deepened through Local WhatsApp
Groups, where neighbours join their
specific community and interest groups.
This is where trust truly lies — in
people you know.

Every business here, from the
long-standing family enterprises to the
newest one-person ventures, carries a
story worth hearing. And when those
stories are shared, something remarkable
happens: people find exactly what they
didn’t know they were looking for.

-—— : me the Swe"engmm Communrtg on WhahApp

Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the
years. A small mention of a plumber who
arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker
whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle
highlight of a therapist, tutor, or
gardener — and suddenly residents begin
to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.”
It 1sn’t advertising in the loud, modern
sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s

deserved.

Some might jokingly call it a shill
moment when a business receives a
little extra attention, but the truth is
softer. Swellendam responds to
authenticity. People trust
recommendations that come from lived
experience, not slogans. When a service
is reliable, kind, and rooted in the
community, mentioning it isn’t
promotion — it’s neighbourly

encour agement.

L.ocal businesses are the backbone of this

town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken,

feed what’s hungry, and keep life running
smoothly. When residents choose them,
they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship,
and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram
includes them in the newsletter, it’s never
about hype — it’s about helping the right
people find each other.

to advertise in

- cucKH ERE' Lt

In a world full of noise, Swellendam still
listens closely. Now, with Swellengram
available not only by email but also on
WhatsApp, its reach extends even further
into these trusted local networks.
Sometimes all a good business needs is a

quiet nudge in the right direction.


https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature

= inn the Sweller;gr

W[urderm s
(Vmeyard

. - o =
 Through the Pass to the Other Side
of the Mountains



https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/chptr1-2%20%20Part%201
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Murder-in-the-Vineyard-Chapters3-4
https://swellengram.aflip.in/murder-in-the-vineyard-part-3
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature

	WORLD ELEPHANT DAY
	THIS WEEK’S REMARKABLE WOMEN !  To nominate someone for this 'Remarkable Women' series, click here: https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/remarkable-women
	REMARKABLE WOMEN: Vicky Steyn
	By Lyra of Swellendam — And Buffeljags — Ginger Adventurer, Occasional Canoe Supervisor,  and Full Time Observer of Human Greatness
	Some humans have a talent for making guests feel welcome. And then there is Vicky Steyn, who does it with such radiant enthusiasm that even I — a cat famously suspicious of strangers — would consider trotting up to her for a head scratch. . She is the warm, joyful face of Umshanti, and one of Swellendam’s (and Buffeljags’) brightest ambassadors.
	Visitors arrive expecting a peaceful stay by the water; they leave remembering Vicky. Her kindness, her care, her genuine delight in people — these are the things that linger long after the suitcases are packed. The glowing reviews speak not only of the beauty of Umshanti, but of the lasting impression she makes through her infectious positivity.
	Her love for Swellendam — and Buffeljags — is woven into everything she does. She explores our mountains on foot, cycles through the countryside with the energy of a creature who has definitely had her morning coffee, and shares her favourite local spots with the kind of excitement usually reserved for cats discovering a new cardboard box.
	And, crucially, she has raised a daughter who is one of the best people to look after me when my Servant abandons me for mysterious human errands. This alone places Vicky’s family in the upper tier of civilisation.
	Vicky Steyn is the kind of human who makes Buffeljags feel like the centre of the world — not through grand gestures, but through steady kindness, genuine welcome, and a way of lifting others without announcing it. I’ve watched her from my preferred vantage point (high, comfortable, and out of reach), and I can confirm she is exactly the sort of woman this series exists to celebrate


	Lyra
	Vicky is also one of my close neighbours in Buffeljags, which means I have had ample opportunity to observe her in her natural habitat. She is the sort of human who greets the day with energy, the mountains with enthusiasm, and other humans with warmth.
	REMARKABLE WOMEN:  GERDA FROM G FORCE
	By Lyra — Ginger Sentinel, Night Watch Supervisor (self appointed), and Long Time Admirer of Humans Who Keep the Town Safe
	Some humans make you feel safe simply by being present. Gerda from G Force is one of those rare individuals whose steady courage and unwavering commitment wrap around Swellendam like a protective blanket — the kind a cat might knead before settling in for a nap.
	Gerda is everywhere, though never in a way that demands attention. She steps in quietly, responds swiftly, and supports those in need with a calm competence that reassures residents and visitors alike. While many humans rush toward recognition, she moves in the opposite direction — working behind the scenes, doing the hard things, and asking for nothing in return.
	From my vantage point (usually a rooftop, surveying my kingdom), I’ve watched her go the extra mile more times than I can count. Whether it’s assisting during a crisis, helping a family in distress, or backing community initiatives, Gerda shows up with compassion, integrity and an extraordinary work ethic. She is the kind of human who makes others breathe easier simply because she exists.
	Her dedication to Swellendam is not loud or dramatic; it is steady, reliable and deeply felt. She embodies responsibility in its purest form — the kind that keeps a town running, keeps people safe, and keeps everything just a little more peaceful.
	Gerda is, without question, one of Swellendam’s remarkable women. A guardian, a helper, a quiet force for good — and a human this ginger cat holds in the highest regard.


	Lyra
	REMARKABLE WOMEN:  JENNI VAN NIEKERK
	Author  Anonymous:  Some people leave their mark on the world through the extraordinary way they live each ordinary day. Jenni is one of those rare souls.
	Some people leave their mark on the world through the extraordinary way they live each ordinary day. Jenni is one of those rare souls.
	She has a brilliant mind and a wonderfully innovative spirit, yet carries both with humility and quiet grace. She listens far beyond words, notices what others overlook, and has a remarkable way of making people feel truly seen, accepted and cherished. In her presence, people feel valued and safe to be their authentic selves.
	Her compassion knows no boundaries. She offers the same warmth, respect and dignity to everyone, regardless of their age, background, position or circumstance.
	She understands that every person has a story and every heart deserves gentleness. Her generosity of spirit, unwavering integrity and quiet strength inspire those around her.
	Jenni's life is not without its challenges, but she dances her way through it bringing love and light wherever she goes. She is deeply devoted to her family, steadfast in her friendships and committed to excellence in her work. She embraces a healthy, balanced way of living and her love for nature is reflected not only in words, but in the thoughtful way she lives, caring for the earth with gratitude and responsibility.
	In a world that often celebrates achievement above character, Jenni reminds us that true worth lies in kindness, humility and love. She shows us that true beauty is found not only in how we appear, but in how we value, serve and care for others.
	During this Women’s Month, let’s celebrate Jenni and all the remarkable women everywhere - for who they are and not only for all that they accomplish: gentle lights in a world that needs more light, whose presence reaches far beyond what they may ever know.

	Thank You!
	Joe personally drove to Thornlands to purchase and collect the compost we needed for our Masbiekers Valley planting party held on 10 August 2026
	FREE OF CHARGE!
	For a quote or assessment contact Joe:
	bigjoeservices.swd@gmail.com
	https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za
	RELIABLE, HONEST AND FAIRLY-PRICED,  HE CAN GET ANY JOB DONE!



	CAlendar of events
	SAVE THE DATE!
	BUSINESS, SALES AND SERVICES
	OVERBERG
	Lighting & Electrical


	Now
	is the time to service your Air Conditioners
	Don’t let them fail you in summer!

	CLICK HERE

	SWELLENDAM CABINETRY
	Small enough to care, experienced enough to deliver.
	NEIL LIEBENBERG
	Kitchens – New & Renovations
	Built-In Cupboards
	Cabinet Upgrades & Repairs
	Custom Solutions for Swellendam homes
	Neat workmanship and practical detail

	083 253 9070
	liebie61@gmail.com www.swellendamcabinetry.co za


	Simplify Your Life Week
	By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary
	Humans, August has arrived, and with it comes one of my favourite annual observances: Simplify Your Life Week — a noble tradition in which you finally admit that your homes contain too many things, most of which are not tuna.
	This week encourages you to declutter your surroundings, calm your minds, and release anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I, personally, spark joy. Your collection of mismatched Tupperware does not.
	As a cat of Buffeljags with refined tastes and a deep understanding of human chaos, I feel it is my civic duty to guide you through this sacred week of simplification.
	But let’s be clear: decluttering isn’t just about tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space. Every object you cling to whispers a demand — dust me, move me, remember me — until your brain resembles a storage unit. When you let go of the unnecessary, you make room for thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a sunbeam.
	Humans often underestimate the serenity of emptiness. A clear shelf is not a void; it’s a promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is not clutter; it’s art.
	This week is not only about clearing cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind. Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and any human who says “I’ll pop in quickly” but stays for three hours.
	Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles
	If it’s broken, bin it.
	If you don’t need it, sell it
	If you don’t use it, sell it
	If it’s ugly, donate it.
	If it’s sentimental, keep it.
	If it’s tuna, give it to me.
	And let me  remind you of the ultimate tool for Simplify Your Life Week — the SELLAGRAM.
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