
WORLD ELEPHANT DAY 

https://worldelephantday.org/


THIS WEEK’S REMARKABLE WOMEN ! 

To nominate someone for this 'Remarkable Women' series, click here:
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/remarkable-women
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By Lyra of Swellendam — And Buffeljags — Ginger
Adventurer, Occasional Canoe Supervisor, 
and Full Time Observer of Human Greatness

Some humans have a talent for making guests
feel welcome. And then there is Vicky Steyn,
who does it with such radiant enthusiasm that
even I — a cat famously suspicious of strangers
— would consider trotting up to her for a head
scratch. . She is the warm, joyful face of
Umshanti, and one of Swellendam’s (and
Buffeljags’) brightest ambassadors.

REMARKABLE WOMEN: Vicky Steyn  

Visitors arrive expecting a peaceful stay by
the water; they leave remembering Vicky.
Her kindness, her care, her genuine delight
in people — these are the things that linger
long after the suitcases are packed. The
glowing reviews speak not only of the
beauty of Umshanti, but of the lasting
impression she makes through her
infectious positivity.

Lyra
Vicky is also one of my close neighbours
in Buffeljags, which means I have had
ample opportunity to observe her in her
natural habitat. She is the sort of human
who greets the day with energy, the
mountains with enthusiasm, and other
humans with warmth. 

Her love for Swellendam — and
Buffeljags — is woven into everything
she does. She explores our mountains on
foot, cycles through the countryside with
the energy of a creature who has
definitely had her morning coffee, and
shares her favourite local spots with the
kind of excitement usually reserved for
cats discovering a new cardboard box.
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Vicky Steyn is the kind of human
who makes Buffeljags feel like the
centre of the world — not through
grand gestures, but through steady
kindness, genuine welcome, and a
way of lifting others without
announcing it. I’ve watched her
from my preferred vantage point
(high, comfortable, and out of
reach), and I can confirm she is
exactly the sort of woman this
series exists to celebrate

And, crucially, she has raised a
daughter who is one of the best
people to look after me when my
Servant abandons me for mysterious
human errands. This alone places
Vicky’s family in the upper tier of
civilisation.



By Lyra — Ginger Sentinel, Night Watch Supervisor (self
appointed), and Long Time Admirer of Humans Who Keep
the Town Safe

Gerda is everywhere, though never in a way
that demands attention. She steps in quietly,
responds swiftly, and supports those in need
with a calm competence that reassures
residents and visitors alike. While many
humans rush toward recognition, she moves
in the opposite direction — working behind
the scenes, doing the hard things, and asking
for nothing in return.

REMARKABLE WOMEN:  GERDA FROM G FORCE 

Lyra

Some humans make you feel safe simply by
being present. Gerda from G Force is one of
those rare individuals whose steady courage
and unwavering commitment wrap around
Swellendam like a protective blanket — the
kind a cat might knead before settling in for a
nap.

From my vantage point (usually a
rooftop, surveying my kingdom),
I’ve watched her go the extra mile
more times than I can count.
Whether it’s assisting during a
crisis, helping a family in distress,
or backing community initiatives,
Gerda shows up with compassion,
integrity and an extraordinary
work ethic. She is the kind of
human who makes others breathe
easier simply because she exists.
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Her dedication to Swellendam is not loud or
dramatic; it is steady, reliable and deeply
felt. She embodies responsibility in its purest
form — the kind that keeps a town running,
keeps people safe, and keeps everything just
a little more peaceful.

Gerda is, without question, one
of Swellendam’s remarkable
women. A guardian, a helper, a
quiet force for good — and a
human this ginger cat holds in
the highest regard.
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Some people leave their mark on
the world through the
extraordinary way they live each
ordinary day. Jenni is one of those
rare souls.

She has a brilliant mind and a
wonderfully innovative spirit, yet
carries both with humility and quiet
grace. She listens far beyond words,
notices what others overlook, and has a
remarkable way of making people feel
truly seen, accepted and cherished. In
her presence, people feel valued and
safe to be their authentic selves.

In a world that often celebrates
achievement above character, Jenni
reminds us that true worth lies in
kindness, humility and love. She
shows us that true beauty is found
not only in how we appear, but in
how we value, serve and care for
others.

REMARKABLE WOMEN:  JENNI VAN NIEKERK

Her compassion knows no
boundaries. She offers the same
warmth, respect and dignity to
everyone, regardless of their age,
background, position or
circumstance. 

Jenni's life is not without its
challenges, but she dances her way
through it bringing love and light
wherever she goes. She is deeply
devoted to her family, steadfast in her
friendships and committed to
excellence in her work. She embraces
a healthy, balanced way of living and
her love for nature is reflected not
only in words, but in the thoughtful
way she lives, caring for the earth
with gratitude and responsibility.

During this Women’s Month, let’s
celebrate Jenni and all the
remarkable women everywhere - for
who they are and not only for all that
they accomplish: gentle lights in a
world that needs more light, whose
presence reaches far beyond what
they may ever know.

Author  Anonymous:  Some people leave their mark on the world through the
extraordinary way they live each ordinary day. Jenni is one of those rare souls.

She understands that every person
has a story and every heart deserves
gentleness. Her generosity of spirit,
unwavering integrity and quiet
strength inspire those around her.
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Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!
Joe personally drove to Thornlands to
purchase and collect the compost we

needed for our Masbiekers Valley
planting party held on 10 August 2026 

For a quote or assessment contact Joe:
+27 63 983 6761

bigjoeservices.swd@gmail.com

https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za

The Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy
(SBC) wishes to extend their heartfelt

gratitude to Joe Masapiki from
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A small business giving back to the community

 FREE OF CHARGE!

Whether you're in need of a great garden service,
irrigation or water tanks to be installed, building a

greenhouse, or wanting to cut a fire break,
Big Joe’s is your man

RELIABLE, HONEST AND FAIRLY-PRICED, 
HE CAN GET ANY JOB DONE!

https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za/
https://www.swellendamconservancy.org.za/
https://www.bigjoeservices.co.za/
https://www.swellendamconservancy.org.za/
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063980290022


CAlendar of eventsCAlendar of eventsCAlendar of events
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Whether you're in need of a great garden service, irrigation or water tanks to be installed, building a greenhouse, or wanting to cut a fire
break,

https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?itemid=1599807497


12

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! 



BUSINESS,
SALES AND

SERVICES
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is the time to service
your Air Conditioners

Don’t let them fail you in summer!

overberg@overberglighting.coza 79 Voortrek street, Swellendam, 6740

When it comes to your home or business security and electrical needs,

trust the expertise of accredited installers.

Now
CLICK HERE

OVERBERG
Lighting & Electrical

ATTENTION ALL HOMES, BUSINESSES & GUESTHOUSESATTENTION ALL HOMES, BUSINESSES & GUESTHOUSESATTENTION ALL HOMES, BUSINESSES & GUESTHOUSES
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https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
https://www.overberglighting.co.za/
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http://www.swellendampainters.co.za/


SWELLENDAM CABINETRY
Small enough to care, experienced enough to deliver.

Kitchens – New & Renovations
Built-In Cupboards
Cabinet Upgrades & Repairs
Custom Solutions for Swellendam homes
Neat workmanship and practical detail

NEIL LIEBENBERG

083 253 9070

liebie61@gmail.com
www.swellendamcabinetry.co za
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https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
https://www.swellendamcabinetry.co.za/
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mailto:schooneoordt@gmail.com
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https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28


By Lyra, Columnist, Decluttering Consultant, and Ginger Visionary

Humans,
August has arrived, and with it comes one
of my favourite annual observances:
Simplify Your Life Week — a noble
tradition in which you finally admit that
your homes contain too many things, most
of which are not tuna.

This week encourages you to declutter your
surroundings, calm your minds, and release
anything that no longer “sparks joy.” I,
personally, spark joy. Your collection of
mismatched Tupperware does not.

Simplify Your Life Week

Lyra’s Official Simplification Principles
If it’s broken, bin it.

If you don’t need it, sell it

If you don’t use it, sell it

If it’s ugly, donate it.

If it’s sentimental, keep it.

If it’s tuna, give it to me.
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As a cat of Buffeljags with refined tastes and a
deep understanding of human chaos, I feel it is
my civic duty to guide you through this sacred
week of simplification.

But let’s be clear: decluttering isn’t just about
tidying up. It’s about reclaiming mental space.
Every object you cling to whispers a demand
— dust me, move me, remember me — until
your brain resembles a storage unit. When you
let go of the unnecessary, you make room for
thought, for calm, for the occasional nap in a
sunbeam.

Humans often underestimate the serenity of
emptiness. A clear shelf is not a void; it’s a
promise. A clean desk is not sterile; it’s
potential. And a cat sleeping on that desk is
not clutter; it’s art.

This week is not only about clearing
cupboards — it’s about clearing your mind.
Release unnecessary stress, toxic clutter, and
any human who says “I’ll pop in quickly” but
stays for three hours.

And let me  remind you of the ultimate
tool for Simplify Your Life Week — the
SELLAGRAM.

https://nationaltoday.com/simplify-your-life-week/
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Sellagram-July28
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USEFUL
NUMBERS 



VETS & PETS
Wildlife Rescue First Responders:

VETERINARIANS IN SWELLENDAM:

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Ross Soller: 060 367 8880 or Vicky Dreyer: 076 282 2219
Thomas Blom: 079 170 4843
Swellendam Bewarea Conservancy: 077 422 6980

John Mong:  071 833 9613
Russel Perks: 072 338 4033
Amy Mocke: 084 581 3526

SNAKE HANDLERS/ CATCHERS AND EMERGENCIES:

Hermitage Vet: Lize Venter 028 007 0065 / 067 459 2438
Swellendam Dierehospitaal:  Dr Zelna Fourie, Adriaan Coetzee 028 514 1193
Oakhurst Animal Clinic: Marlia de Wet 028 514 1078

Carmen Stuart: 083 787 5376 or SBC 077422 6980
CHAMELEONS:

SPCA 
 028 514 2083
DOG GROOMING 
Snuf Snaf Doggy Parlour:  072 327 1050





Swellendam has always thrived on

neighbourly connection — the kind

that happens across counters, front

gardens, and familiar shop doors. In

recent years, this connection has

deepened through Local WhatsApp

Groups, where neighbours join their

specific community and interest groups.

This is where trust truly lies — in

people you know. 

Every business here, from the

long‑standing family enterprises to the

newest one‑person ventures, carries a

story worth hearing. And when those

stories are shared, something remarkable

happens: people find exactly what they

didn’t know they were looking for.

Some might jokingly call it a shill

moment when a business receives a

little extra attention, but the truth is

softer. Swellendam responds to

authenticity. People trust

recommendations that come from lived

experience, not slogans. When a service

is reliable, kind, and rooted in the

community, mentioning it isn’t

promotion — it’s neighbourly

encouragement.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHATTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE
(THE POWER OF LOCAL)

Mrs Gram has noticed a pattern over the

years. A small mention of  a plumber who

arrives on time, a quiet nod to a baker

whose loaves never disappoint, a gentle

highlight of  a therapist, tutor, or

gardener — and suddenly residents begin

to say, “I’ve been meaning to try them.”

It isn’t advertising in the loud, modern

sense. It’s simply shining a light where it’s

deserved.

Local businesses are the backbone of  this

town’s daily rhythm. They fix what’s broken,

feed what’s hungry, and keep life running

smoothly. When residents choose them,

they’re choosing stability, craftsmanship,

and familiar faces. And when Mrs Gram

includes them in the newsletter, it’s never

about hype — it’s about helping the right

people find each other.

In a world full of  noise, Swellendam still

listens closely. Now, with Swellengram

available not only by email but also on

WhatsApp, its reach extends even further

into these trusted local networks.

Sometimes all a good business needs is a

quiet nudge in the right direction.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature


https://chat.whatsapp.com/DqD3e88gGEsByQ8jySb6bE
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/chptr1-2%20%20Part%201
https://swellengram.aflip.in/Murder-in-the-Vineyard-Chapters3-4
https://swellengram.aflip.in/murder-in-the-vineyard-part-3
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/emf/Swellendam/Gram-ad-feature
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