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By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

Miss International TCI Workshop 
puts Poverty Issues in the Spotlight

Miss Interna� onal TCI brought 
the o� en-overlooked issue of 
poverty into public discussion 
during a skills workshop held Sat-
urday, August 22, at the Ports of 
Call Conference Room in Grace 
Bay.
The event centered on the plat-
form of reigning queen Adesha 
Gustave and its alignment with 
United Na� ons Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 1, which calls for 
an end to poverty in all its forms.
Sharlene Richards, na� onal di-
rector of Miss Interna� onal TCI, 
said the workshop examined the 
reali� es of poverty in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, including its 
eff ects on vulnerable communi-
� es and the assistance available 
to residents.
“What we’ve learned from all the 
input from the various speakers 
today is that poverty is not a sin-
gle event,” Richards said. “Many 
of our communi� es here in Turks 
and Caicos are impacted, or have 
been impacted, by the conse-
quences of poverty at some point 
in their lives.”
Richards said the latest sta� s� cal 
informa� on available to organiz-
ers indicates that approximately 
22 per cent of Turks and Caicos 
Islanders are living in poverty. De-
spite that fi gure, she said poverty 
remains a diffi  cult and some� mes 
taboo subject in the territory.
While the Government has intro-
duced resources, aid and other 
forms of assistance, Richards said 
greater public awareness is need-
ed to ensure that people know 
how to access the support avail-
able to them.
“Miss Interna� onal is using this 
space and this pla� orm to bring 
those conversa� ons, as uncom-
fortable as they may be, to the 
surface,” she said. “We want this 
on the headlines.”
Richards warned that the Turks 
and Caicos Islands’ dependence 
on imported goods leaves resi-
dents vulnerable to interna� onal 
crises, including wars, economic 

disrup� ons and other events that 
increase the cost of living.
She said emergencies such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic and hur-
ricanes have also demonstrat-
ed how quickly individuals and 
families can experience fi nancial 
hardship.
“At some point in � me, anyone 
could be suscep� ble to extreme 
levels of poverty here in Turks 
and Caicos,” Richards said.
Addressing poverty, she added, 
must involve more than drawing 
a� en� on to the problem. Resi-
dents should also receive prac-
� cal assistance, mentorship and 
opportuni� es that allow them to 
become more self-suffi  cient and 
resilient.
Richards said the territory has 
the resources and economic op-
portuni� es needed to eradicate 
poverty, but many people remain 
unaware of the programmes avail-
able or lack the guidance needed 
to take advantage of them.
“There is no need for us to be 
living in poverty,” she said. “We 
boast about how well our econ-
omy is doing and the opportu-
ni� es that are available. I think 
the problem is that there is not 
enough awareness, hands-on 
help and mentorship to get peo-
ple involved.”

The workshop featured speakers 
from diff erent age groups and 
backgrounds. Richards said the 
organizers deliberately invited 
both young people working to es-
tablish themselves and seasoned 
community members who have 
achieved signifi cant milestones.
The aim was to give par� cipants 
relatable accounts of the chal-
lenges people face while also pro-
viding informed guidance from 
those with experience in commu-
nity development.
A representa� ve from communi-
ty outreach was also included to 
explain the assistance available 
and the diff erent ways residents 
can obtain help.
Organizers had planned a more 
extensive interac� ve session, but 
other commitments required 
them to reduce that por� on of 
the programme. Richards said the 
topic would be revisited at future 
events.
She also acknowledged the in-
volvement of the Rotaract Club 
and said Miss Interna� onal TCI 
hopes to draw on the organiza-
� on’s resources as it con� nues 
the campaign.
Richards praised Gustave for se-
lec� ng poverty reduc� on as her 
pla� orm, describing it as a chal-
lenging issue that many people 

may be reluctant to discuss pub-
licly.
“I really admire her for coming out 
and talking about this pla� orm,” 
Richards said. “By addressing it, 
bringing awareness and opening 
up those conversa� ons, it is going 
to make a posi� ve diff erence.”
Richards said Miss Interna� onal 
TCI intends to remain a leading 
advocate for Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal 1 in the territory 
and work with the Department 
of Development and Community 
Outreach to reach aff ected com-
muni� es.
SEE RELATED PHOTO 
HIGHLIGHTS ON PAGE19

Sharlene Grant Richards, Director for the Miss International Turks and Caicos Pageant Adesha Gustave , the Miss International Turks 
and Caicos 2026 Queen, makes a point during the 
event. Looking on is radio personality and commu-
nity activist Dr. Cutella Talbot
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Government Launches Grand Turk Trade Expo 
and Announces Fifth Made in TCI Exhibition

The Government of the Turks and Caicos 
Islands is expanding its spotlight on local 
entrepreneurship with the launch of the in-
augural Grand Turk Trade Expo, while mark-
ing fi ve years of the successful Made in TCI 
Trade Show & Exhibi� on.
The Department of Trade, Industry and Fair 
Compe� � on will host the fi rst Grand Turk 
Trade Expo on Saturday, November 14, 
2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Vic-
toria Public Library on Front Street.
The new event is designed to give Grand 
Turk entrepreneurs another pla� orm to 
showcase their talents, products and ser-
vices, connect directly with consumers and 
build greater visibility for their businesses.
The ini� a� ve forms part of the Depart-
ment’s wider commitment to ensuring en-
trepreneurs throughout the Turks and Cai-

cos Islands have opportuni� es to be seen, 
explored and supported.
A Mission to Discover TCI’s Hidden Gems
The Grand Turk Trade Expo will also launch 
this year’s theme for Made in TCI 2026: 
“Calling All Agents.”
Members of the public are being invited to 
step into the role of agents and embark on 
a mission to uncover the people, products, 
businesses and ideas that make the Turks 
and Caicos Islands unique.
Visitors are encouraged to discover a busi-
ness they have never heard of, meet a cre-
ator whose work deserves a wider audience, 
fi nd a new favourite local product, sample 
something unexpected and share their dis-
coveries with others.
The message is simple: when you fi nd some-
thing excep� onal, don’t keep it classifi ed. 

Share it. Support it. Help put the hidden 
gems of the Turks and Caicos Islands in the 
spotlight.
Made in TCI Celebrates Five Years
The mission con� nues on Saturday, Novem-
ber 21, 2026, when the fi � h annual Made in 
TCI Trade Show & Exhibi� on returns to Alle-
gro Road in Grace Bay, Providenciales, from 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The milestone event will bring together local 
entrepreneurs, creators, innovators, food 
producers, designers and businesses from 
across the TCI for a celebra� on of every-
thing imagined, created, grown, developed 
and made right here at home.
Now entering its fi � h year, Made in TCI has 
become an important pla� orm for showcas-
ing the crea� vity and economic poten� al of 
local businesses while connec� ng them with 

the wider community.
Two Events; One Mission
Together, the two events, according to the 
organisers, will increase the visibility of lo-
cal enterprises, strengthen connec� ons 
between businesses and consumers and 
create more opportuni� es for residents and 
visitors to discover and support TCI-made 
goods and services.
The mission begins in the na� on’s capital on 
November 14, where the inaugural Grand 
Turk Trade Expo will shine an addi� onal 
spotlight on entrepreneurship and crea� vi-
ty in Grand Turk and across the wider Turks 
and Caicos Islands.
One week later, Made in TCI will con� nue 
that mission in Providenciales, celebra� ng 
fi ve years of bringing local businesses and 
their products directly to the public.

- Businessman proposes 
alternati ve routes, district high schools 
and increased police presence to ease 
congesti on across Providenciales
Businessman and entrepreneur Willah Gray 
has expressed deep concern that no ad-
di� onal road routes were created during 
the summer to address the heavy traffi  c 
expected with the start of the new school 
year on Providenciales.
Providenciales is the most populous island 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands and the 
centre of the country’s tourism industry. 
Gray warned that its exis� ng road network 
is struggling to keep pace with con� nued 
popula� on and economic growth.
Unless urgent measures are taken, he said, 
commuters could face severe conges� on 
during the morning and evening rush hours, 
par� cularly near schools, major round-
abouts and routes leading to the Howard 
Hamilton Interna� onal Airport.
“My concern is the fact that there have not 
been any addi� onal routes throughout the 
en� re summer,” Gray lamented. “We are 
growing, but we are not adap� ng to our 
growth.”
He acknowledged the placement of orange 
traffi  c barriers in the median along sec� ons 
of the Leeward Highway but said this was 
not a strong or las� ng solu� on to Providen-
ciales’ traffi  c problems.
Gray iden� fi ed several areas where con-
ges� on is expected to become par� cularly 
serious, including Wheeland, Blue Hills, Five 
Cays and Suzie Turn. He said the absence of 
new routes or other major traffi  c-easing 
measures would aff ect students, govern-
ment employees, hotel workers and other 
daily commuters.
He warned that the island’s tourism indus-
try could also suff er, with taxis, private SUV 

and VIP-transfer operators facing delays 
while transpor� ng visitors to and from the 
airport.
“It is important that our taxi drivers, VIP 
drivers, hotels and guests, as well as the 
airport, are not aff ected by traffi  c issues,” 
Gray said. “There have been situa� ons in 
the past where guests were late for their 
fl ights. That is a huge concern.”
Proposal to Open Alterna� ve Routes 
Gray proposed opening alterna� ve road 
connec� ons, including a route from Blue 
Hills to Thompson Cove, a link from Blue 
Hills through the Snake Hill area towards 
the road leading to the airport, and im-
proved access from Freshwater Avenue 
through Kew Town to Airport Road.
He said such connec� ons could reduce the 
number of vehicles relying on the same ma-
jor roads and provide motorists with alter-
na� ves when collisions or other incidents 
cause blockages.
Give Five Cays a High School to Ease Traffi  c 
Conges� on
The businessman also encouraged the 
Government to consider construc� ng high 
schools in the Five Cays/Chalk Sound and 
Cheshire Hall districts. He argued that plac-
ing schools closer to the communi� es they 
serve, and introducing school-registra� on 
zones, would reduce the number of stu-
dents travelling across Providenciales each 
morning and a� ernoon.
“Five Cays has a primary school, but it needs 
its own high school,” he said. “This would 
ease the traffi  c coming out of Five Cays in 
the morning and evening because of the 
transporta� on needed to get children to 
and from school.”
He added that a community high school 
would make educa� on more accessible to 
families living in Five Cays and Chalk Sound, 
whose children currently travel to areas 
such as Long Bay and Blue Hills.

Gray said the Cheshire Hall district, encom-
passing communi� es from Airport Road 
and Kew Town to Richmond Hill and Vene-
� an Road, should also have a high school.
“Cheshire Hall is the largest cons� tuency 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands, but it does 
not have a high school,” he said. “This too 
would ease the heavy traffi  c we have in the 
morning and a� ernoon.”
Under a properly planned zoning system, 
Gray said, students could a� end schools 
closer to their homes. Some children could 
poten� ally walk or cycle to school, further 
reducing the volume of vehicles on Provi-
denciales’ roads.
He predicted that without immediate in-
terven� on, the reopening of schools would 
produce “a tsunami of vehicles” and could 
create a near-blockade stretching from the 
Blue Hills roundabout beyond the Graceway 
IGA Supermarket area during peak periods.
Stronger Police Presence Needed 
at Roundabouts 
Gray also called for a stronger police pres-
ence at roundabouts, in school zones and at 
known traffi  c bo� lenecks such as Suzie Turn 
and Downtown during rush hour.
He urged the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands 
Police Force to increase the use of mo-
torcycle offi  cers, who he said could move 
through congested traffi  c and respond 
more quickly to collisions and other road 
emergencies.
“I encourage the police to get back to mo-
torcycle offi  cers who can get to accident 
reports much quicker,” Gray said. “We also 
need more offi  cers present at the round-
abouts and in the school zones in the morn-
ings.”
Gray stressed that his comments were in-
tended to raise awareness and off er solu-
� ons, not merely to cri� cise the Govern-
ment.
“These are things that could easily be avoid-

ed, but the fact that nothing has happened 
throughout the en� re summer shows that 
we are not prepared,” he said.
He expressed hope that the Government 
would receive his recommenda� ons in 
good faith and act to protect commuters, 
students, tourism workers, visitors and 
the wider Turks and Caicos Islands tourism 
product.

Alarm Over Lack of New Roads 
Ahead of School Reopening

By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

GRAY...Five Cays has a primary school, but it 
needs its own high school



Aug. 28, 2026 - Sept. 04, 2026 NEWSLINE TCI | Page 5

By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

Starlink has been formally licensed to 
operate in the Turks and Caicos Islands, 
marking a major step in the territory’s 
eff orts to expand broadband access, 
strengthen emergency communica� ons 
and create a more compe� � ve telecom-
munica� ons market.
The licensing ceremony took place at the 
Alexandra Resort in Grace Bay, Providen-
ciales, on Thursday, August 27, 2026.
Hon. Shaun Malcolm, Minister of Public 
Safety, Gender Aff airs, Religious Aff airs 
and Social Welfare, welcomed Starlink 
Caribbean LLC during the signing and pre-
senta� on of its satellite network service 
and spectrum licences.
“Today is a great day,” Malcolm said, de-
scribing the occasion as an important step 
in building a more connected, resilient 
and digitally enabled Turks and Caicos Is-
lands.
Starlink enters a market in which Digicel 
and Flow are the exis� ng broadband and 
internet service providers. Offi  cials said 
the addi� on of satellite broadband could 
give customers greater choice, encourage 
compe� � on and expand connec� vity in 
underserved communi� es.
Malcolm said residents, businesses, gov-
ernment agencies, schools, healthcare in-
s� tu� ons and visitors increasingly depend 
on reliable, high-quality communica� ons. 
He noted that telecommunica� ons sup-
port commerce, educa� on, healthcare, 
tourism, public services and connec� ons 
between the islands and the wider world.
The minister said satellite broadband is 
par� cularly relevant to the Turks and Ca-
icos Islands because communi� es are 
spread across several islands and cays 
with diff erent popula� on densi� es and in-

frastructure needs.
Extending high-capacity terrestrial net-
works to every community can present 
technical and fi nancial challenges, he said, 
while satellite technology off ers another 
way to reach loca� ons where conven� on-
al infrastructure may be diffi  cult to deploy.
Malcolm also highlighted Starlink’s po-
ten� al role during hurricanes and other 
emergencies, when terrestrial commu-
nica� ons networks may be damaged or 
temporarily unavailable.
“Families need to communicate with 
loved ones. Emergency responders need 
to coordinate their ac� vi� es. Government 
agencies need to communicate with com-
muni� es,” Malcolm said.
Satellite service, he added, could provide 
an alterna� ve communica� ons route 
during the early stages of disaster re-
sponse and recovery.
Malcolm stressed that Starlink should 
complement, not replace, con� nued in-
vestment in the territory’s fi xed and mo-
bile networks. A resilient communica� ons 
system, he said, would rely on diff erent 
technologies and providers working to-
gether.
He welcomed Starlink Caribbean into the 
regulated market but said the company 
would be required to comply fully with lo-
cal laws and the condi� ons of its licences, 
use the territory’s spectrum responsibly 
and protect consumers.
“The gran� ng of these licences provides 
signifi cant opportuni� es, but those op-
portuni� es also come with important re-
sponsibili� es,” Malcolm said.
He reported that tes� ng had been con-
ducted on the morning of the ceremony 
and that the system had performed suc-
cessfully.

Governor Her Excellency Dileeni Dan-
iel-Selvaratnam said Starlink’s licensing 
was a signifi cant step towards strength-
ening the resilience, security and future 
readiness of the Turks and Caicos Islands.
She noted that while the territory’s geog-
raphy is one of its greatest assets, it also 
creates challenges for communica� ons, 
par� cularly during hurricanes and other 
severe weather events.
The Governor pointed to the importance 
of reliable communica� ons in communi-
� es such as Salt Cay and Middle Caicos, 
especially when transporta� on links are 
disrupted.
She said satellite connec� vity could help 
households, businesses and government 
agencies maintain communica� ons, sup-
port emergency opera� ons, reassure 
loved ones and sustain essen� al services 
during diffi  cult circumstances.
The Governor added that emergency ser-
vices were preparing to integrate Starlink 
into their opera� onal models to strength-
en communica� ons on land and at sea.
Ac� ng Premier Hon. Jamell Robinson de-
scribed the licensing as another step to-
wards improving the territory’s digital in-
frastructure and connec� vity.
For an archipelago such as the Turks and 
Caicos Islands, Robinson said, connec� vi-
ty helps ensure that distance does not be-
come a disadvantage and that residents 
across the islands can benefi t from the 
opportuni� es technology provides.
“Greater connec� vity must ul� mately 
translate into greater opportunity, great-
er resilience and be� er outcomes for the 
people of the Turks and Caicos Islands,” 
Robinson said.
Telecommunica� ons Commission Chair-
man Clayton Been said the licensing fol-

lowed a deliberate regulatory process 
designed to keep the territory’s tele-
communica� ons framework aligned with 
technological advances and changing con-
sumer needs.
Been said the commission consulted tele-
communica� ons operators, satellite pro-
viders, stakeholders and members of the 
public before establishing the framework 
under which satellite providers could op-
erate.
The arrival of an addi� onal licensed pro-
vider could expand customer choice, en-
courage innova� on and improve the re-
silience and diversity of communica� ons 
infrastructure across the islands, he said.
However, Been cau� oned that compe� -
� on must produce tangible benefi ts for 
consumers, including improvements in 
service quality, reliability, choice and pric-
ing. Starlink would be held to the same 
laws and regulatory requirements as Digi-
cel, Flow and every other licensed opera-
tor, he added.
“The services provided by Starlink are 
needed in the Turks and Caicos Islands, es-
pecially in underserved areas and in � mes 
of disaster, such as hurricanes,” Been said.
The Telecommunica� ons Commission 
said Starlink’s licensing was the fi rst prac-
� cal implementa� on of the territory’s 
new regulatory framework for satellite 
telecommunica� ons services. The frame-
work is based on technological neutrality, 
fair compe� � on, consumer protec� on 
and the wider public interest.
Offi  cials said the new service would 
broaden the range of communica� ons 
technologies available to residents, busi-
nesses, government agencies and visitors 
while suppor� ng the long-term digital de-
velopment of the Turks and Caicos Islands.

STARLINK LAUNCHES IN TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

It is all smiles at the Starlink Launch at the Alexandria Resort on Thursday, 27 August 2026. Seated from left are Clayton Been – Chairman for the Turks and Caicos Islands Telecommunications Commission; Hon. Shaun Malcolm – 
Minister of Public Safety, Gender Aff airs and Religious Aff airs and Social Welfare; Rebecca Hunter – Director of Starlink Market Access; Kenva Wiliams – Director General of the Telecommunications Commission. Standing from left 
are: Hon. Rachel Taylor – Minister of Education, Youth, Sport and Culture; Acting Premier and Minister of Immigration and Border Services Hon. Jamell Robinson; Governor Her Excellency Dileeni Daniel Selvaratnam; Minister of 
Physical Planning and Infrastructure Development Hon. Arlington Musgrove; and Minister of Health and Human Services Hon. Kyle Knowles.
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There’s a hard truth we need to face in 
Turks and Caicos: We keep calling our-
selves a luxury des� na� on, but we are 
not one — not yet. We are upscale, and 
in some places very upscale, but luxury is 
a diff erent universe en� rely. And un� l we 
understand that diff erence, we will keep 
building the wrong product, training the 
wrong staff , and selling the wrong story.
I’ve said this before, and I’ll say it again: 
you cannot create what you have never 
experienced. And too many of the people 
shaping our tourism product — develop-
ers, planners, realtors, even some opera-
tors — have never lived inside true luxury.
I once asked a room full of developers if 
any of them had ever stayed at a Peninsu-
la hotel — one of the global pinnacles of 
luxury hospitality. Not a single hand went 
up. So I asked again: Rosewood? Passalac-
qua? Same silence. Some had stayed at 
Mandarin Oriental, which is excellent, but 
it is not the summit. And if your reference 
point is “nice fi ve-star chain hotel,” you 
will never build anything beyond upscale.
Luxury cannot be learned from Instagram. 
Luxury cannot be understood from bro-
chures. Luxury cannot be imitated with 
knockoff s. Luxury must be felt.
Upscale vs. Luxury: The Diff erence We 
Keep Ignoring
Upscale is:
• Beau� ful rooms
• Good views
• Premium fi nishes
• Polished service
• Comfortable, stylish, modern
Luxury is:
• Real materials — marble, mahogany, 
stone, cra� smanship
• Real training — Cordon Bleu chefs, hos-
pitality academies, elite service schools
• Real logis� cs — Mercedes, Rolls Royce, 
top-� er yachts, seamless transfers
• Real personaliza� on — an� cipatory ser-
vice, not reac� ve service
• Real opulence — curated interiors, fl aw-
less exteriors, no shortcuts
• Real availability — anything you want, 
delivered quickly, without fric� on
• Real communica� on — interpreters, 
mul� lingual staff , cultural fl uency
• Real coordina� on — guides, advance 
teams, seamless execu� on from touch-
down to li� off 
Luxury is not “nice.” Luxury is disciplined, 
inten� onal, and expensive — in � me, in 
training, in materials, in standards. Up-
scale is what we have. Luxury is what we 
keep pretending we have. And pretending 
is not a strategy.
The Knock-Off  Problem
Let’s be honest: too many of our so-called 
“luxury” developments are built with:
• imita� on marble
• composite “mahogany”
• mass-produced fi xtures
• generic furniture packages
• imported knockoff s from factories that 
specialize in “looks like luxury”

Luxury is not “looks like.” Luxury is it.
If your villa is built with imita� on materi-
als, it is upscale. If your interiors are cat-
alog sets, it is upscale. If your fi nishes are 
thin veneers, it is upscale.
Luxury requires authen� city — real 
stone, real wood, real cra� smanship, real 
ar� sans. Not “Asian knockoff s,” not “good 
enough,” not “no one will no� ce.” Trust 
me: luxury travelers no� ce.
The Staffi  ng Gap
Luxury staffi  ng is not:
• “friendly”
• “polite”
• “helpful”
Luxury staffi  ng is:
• trained at the best hospitality schools
• mul� lingual
• culturally fl uent
• an� cipatory
• discreet
• precise
• deeply professional
Luxury chefs are not “good cooks.” Luxury 
chefs are Cordon Bleu, Michelin-trained, 
or equivalent. Luxury butlers are not 
“housekeepers with a � tle.” Luxury but-
lers are graduates of elite service acade-
mies.
Luxury concierges are not “someone who 
knows the island.” Luxury concierges are 
global professionals who can secure any-
thing, anywhere, at any � me. We cannot 
call ourselves luxury if our staffi  ng pipe-
line is not luxury.
The Logis� cs Gap
Luxury transporta� on is:
• Mercedes
• Rolls Royce
• Bentley
• Maybach
• Top-� er yachts
• Professionally captained vessels
• Seamless transfers
• No wai� ng, no confusion, no fric� on
Luxury guests do not want:
• dusty vans
• inconsistent drivers
• boats that feel “nice enough”
• delays
• improvisa� on
Luxury is choreography. Upscale is coordi-
na� on. We are doing the la� er and calling 
it the former.
The Arrival Gap: Touchdown to 
Wheels-Up
Luxury begins the moment the aircra�  
door opens — not when the guest 
reaches the hotel.
Right now, our arrival experience is func-
� onal, not luxurious. And luxury guests 
feel that immediately.
Private Arrival
Private avia� on guests should be:
• greeted by name
• escorted through a private lounge
• processed discreetly
• transferred seamlessly to their vehicle
• shielded from noise, crowds, and con-
fusion
Their paperwork should be completed on 
the aircra�  or in a private suite at the re-

What TCI Has To Do To Become a 
Luxury Destination

An Op-Ed By Paladin sort — not in a public line.
Public Arrival
If arriving commercially, luxury guests 
should have:
• a dedicated luxury arrivals lounge
• expedited processing
• private sea� ng
• concierge-level assistance
• cold towels, refreshments, and a con-
trolled environment
No luxury guest should be standing in a 
hot queue, dragging luggage, or navigat-
ing chaos.
The Roadway
From airport to resort:
• roads must be perfectly paved
• landscaping must be lush and colorful
• buildings along the route must be main-
tained and aesthe� cally coherent
• signage must be elegant, not industrial
• the en� re corridor must feel curated
Luxury is not just the resort. Luxury is the 
journey.
If the road feels neglected, the illusion 
breaks before the guest even checks in.
The Experience Gap
Luxury means:
• every tour has a guide
• every guide has an advance team
• every experience is prepared before the 
guest arrives
• every detail is checked twice
• every moment feels eff ortless
Luxury means:
• interpreters available
• cultural respect embedded
• communica� on seamless
• no “dey in da islands, mon” unless the 
guest specifi cally wants that beach vibe
Luxury is not casual. Luxury is curated.
Even off -property dining must be:
• pre-arranged
• pre-coordinated
• pre-confi rmed
• seamless
The guest should feel that the en� re is-
land — not just the resort — is opera� ng 
at their level.
So Where Are We Now?
If we’re being honest — brutally honest 
— Turks and Caicos is:
• 60% upscale
• 40% luxury or less
We have luxury pockets:
• a few villas
• a few resorts
• a few operators
• a few experiences
But we do not have a luxury des� na� on. 
We have an upscale des� na� on with lux-
ury highlights. And that is not the same 
thing.
What We Must Do To Become a Luxury 
Des� na� on
1. Admit We Are Upscale Today
Stop calling everything luxury. Stop ap-
proving “luxury” projects built with imi-
ta� on materials. Stop marke� ng upscale 
as luxury.
Honesty is the fi rst step.
2. Require Lived Luxury Experience for 
Developers
If you want to build luxury, you must have 

stayed in luxury. Mandatory exposure 
trips. Mandatory benchmarking. Manda-
tory understanding of real luxury stan-
dards.
3. Build a Luxury Service Culture
Create a na� onal hospitality academy. 
Partner with elite service schools. Train 
chefs at Cordon Bleu-level ins� tu� ons. 
Professionalize butler and concierge 
roles.
4. Use Real Materials
No knock-off s. No shortcuts. No “looks 
like.” Real marble. Real mahogany. Real 
cra� smanship.
5. Upgrade Transporta� on and Logis� cs
Mercedes. Rolls Royce. Top-� er yachts. 
Professional captains. Seamless transfers. 
No fric� on.
6. Curate Experiences, Not Ac� vi� es
Guides. Advance teams. Prepared envi-
ronments. Cultural fl uency. Interpreters. 
Precision.
7. Build Luxury Beyond the Gate
Luxury cannot stop at the property line. 
Roads, signage, landscaping, ligh� ng, 
public realm — all must match the prom-
ise.
8. Transform the Arrival Experience
Luxury begins at touchdown. Luxury ends 
at wheels-up. Everything in between 
must be seamless.
The Bo� om Line
Turks and Caicos has the raw material — 
sea, sand, light, and space — to be one of 
the world’s true luxury des� na� ons. But 
raw material is not enough. Luxury is not 
nature; luxury is cra� .
Un� l we:
• use real materials
• train real staff 
• deliver real logis� cs
• curate real experiences
• elevate arrival and departure
• build real infrastructure
• and stop pretending upscale is luxury
We will remain what we are today:
An upscale des� na� on, marketed as lux-
ury, hoping no one looks too closely. It’s 
� me to stop hoping. It’s � me to start 
building.
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CIBC Caribbean has announced that, 
from September 14, 2026, it will 
transi� on its Great Britain Pounds 
(GBP) clearing services from 
Barclays Bank Plc to Lloyds Bank Plc
for clients in St. Ki� s, St. Lucia, and 
Turks and Caicos Islands.
The change forms part of the bank’s 
ongoing commitment to maintain-
ing effi  cient, secure, and reliable in-
terna� onal payment services for its 
clients.
Beginning September 14, 2026, all 
GBP wire payments sent and re-
ceived on behalf of clients will be 
processed through Lloyds Bank Plc.

To support a seamless transi� on, af-
fected clients will receive updated 
Standard Se� lement Instruc� ons 
(SSI) outlining the new payment de-
tails required for GBP payments be-
ing sent to their accounts The updat-
ed instruc� ons will also be available 
through the bank’s corporate web-
site and refl ected within its digital 
banking pla� orms.
“We are commi� ed to ensuring a 
smooth transi� on for our clients 
while maintaining the high standards 
of service and reliability they expect 
from CIBC Caribbean,” said Jennifer 
Fuller, Director, Enterprise Payments, 

Cards & Merchant Services, CIBC Ca-
ribbean. “Our teams are proac� vely 
communica� ng with aff ected clients 
to ensure they have the informa� on 
needed to update their payment ar-
rangements and avoid any disrup-
� on to their GBP transac� ons.”
Clients are encouraged to:
• Review the updated Standard Set-
tlement Instruc� ons upon receipt.
• Update their payment records with 
the new GBP se� lement details.
• Share the revised instruc-
� ons with individuals or organisa-
� ons that send GBP payments to 
their accounts.

CIBC to Transition GBP Correspondent Banking Services to Lloyds Bank
• Ensure all GBP payments sent 
to their account on or a� er Septem-
ber 14, 2026, u� lise the new Lloyds 
Bank Plc payment details.
CIBC Caribbean also encourages cli-
ents to take advantage of its Online 
Banking and Mobile App pla� orms 
for sending and receiving wire trans-
fers. These digital solu� ons provide 
a convenient, secure, and effi  cient 
way to manage transac� ons from 
virtually anywhere in the world.
Clients requiring addi� onal informa-
� on or assistance are encouraged to 
contact their Rela� onship Manager, 
Branch 

PDM Pledges $10,000 to Five Cays Families, 
Calls for Urgent Fire-Service Action

The People’s Democra� c Movement 
has pledged $10,000 in cash and es-
sen� al supplies to assist families af-
fected by the devasta� ng fi re in Five 
Cays.
PDM Leader Douglas Parnell said the 
party would work with community 
representa� ves to ensure the assis-
tance reaches those most in need.
“The People’s Democra� c Movement 
stands in solidarity with every family 
aff ected by the devasta� ng Five Cays 
fi re,” Parnell said.
He also praised residents who helped 
their neighbours, along with the fi re-
fi ghters, Airport Fire Rescue person-
nel, police offi  cers, social workers 
and volunteers who responded un-
der diffi  cult circumstances.
However, Parnell said the fi re had 
raised serious ques� ons about the 
state of the domes� c fi re service in 
Providenciales.
“It is unconscionable that Providen-
ciales, our most populated and heav-
ily developed island, had zero opera-
� onal conven� onal fi re trucks when 
Five Cays was burning,” he said.
Parnell argued that a country pro-
mo� ng a reported $4 billion invest-
ment pipeline and permi�  ng build-
ings as high as 12 storeys should have 
a modern fi refi gh� ng fl eet, properly 
equipped sta� ons, adequate staff -
ing and aerial equipment capable 
of reaching every legally permi� ed 
building.
“This was not a failure of our fi re-
fi ghters,” he said. “They were placed 
in an impossible posi� on without the 
equipment, staffi  ng and emergency 
systems needed to protect lives and 
property.”
Parnell blamed the situa� on on what 
he described as “a reckless failure of 
the PNP Government.”
He called on the Government to dis-

close how long Providenciales had 
been without an opera� onal conven-
� onal fi re truck, who was aware of 
the situa� on and why interim protec-
� on had not been secured.
The PDM leader also called for an-
swers about the reported diffi  cul-
ty in mobilising suffi  cient domes� c 
fi refi ghters. He said the Government 
should address staffi  ng levels, over-
� me, emergency call-out procedures 
and the � me between the fi rst emer-
gency call and the mobilisa� on of an 
eff ec� ve response.
The PDM is demanding that the Gov-
ernment:
1. Secure dependable interim 
fi re trucks immediately while perma-
nent equipment is being manufac-
tured.
2. Publish an interim emergen-
cy-protec� on plan within seven days.
3. Establish a properly equipped 

domes� c fi re sta� on serving Five 
Cays and surrounding communi� es.
4. Implement properly staff ed 
and compensated 24-hour duty and 
emergency call-out arrangements.
5. Acquire pumpers, water ten-
ders and aerial-ladder equipment ca-
pable of serving buildings up to the 
permi� ed 12-storey height.
6. Publish the opera� onal con-
di� on, age and maintenance history 
of every government fi re truck.
7. Conduct an island-by-island 
assessment of fi re sta� ons, per-
sonnel, hydrants, water access and 
emergency coverage.
8. Publish a fi re-response re-
view within 30 days iden� fying fail-
ures, responsibility and correc� ve 
ac� on.
9. Release the procurement 
� metable, approved funding and 
expected delivery dates for all new 

equipment.
10. Strengthen fi re inspec� ons, 
evacua� on planning and enforce-
ment in densely populated commu-
ni� es and mul� storey developments.
“The PNP Government cannot ask 
the people to remain unprotected 
for the 12 to 15 months it may take 
to manufacture new trucks,” Parnell 
said. “Interim protec� on must be se-
cured now.”
He added that the level of invest-
ment, development and public rev-
enue in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
made the reported lack of prepared-
ness unacceptable.
“The PDM will help the aff ected fami-
lies rebuild, and we will hold the Gov-
ernment accountable for ensuring 
that Five Cays is the last community 
forced to confront a major fi re with-
out a properly equipped domes� c 
fi re service,” Parnell said.

PDM Leader Doug Parnell is picture at the scene where fi re rendered family members of 13 homes homeless
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Providenciales off ered the lowest fuel 
prices in the country during the August 
16–20 repor� ng period, with regular 
gasoline selling for as li� le as $6.67 per 
gallon at Grant’s on Leeward Highway.
Mervco had the island’s cheapest pre-
mium gasoline at $7.15, while Grant’s 
in Wheeland recorded the lowest die-
sel price at $6.70.
On Grand Turk, W. Williams Gas Sta� on 
off ered the cheapest regular gasoline 
at $7.20. E. Dickenson Gas had the 
lowest prices for both premium gaso-

line and diesel, at $7.25 and $7.10, re-
spec� vely.
In North Caicos, Core Resources re-
corded the island’s lowest regular gas-
oline price at $7.76 and was the only 
sta� on listed as selling diesel, at $8. 
Core Resources’ regular price was low-
er than the $8 charged by B&B Service 
Sta� on and Randy’s Service Sta� on. No 
premium gasoline prices were report-
ed.
South Caicos motorists paid $8.35 for 
regular gasoline and $8.50 for diesel at 
both Seaview Marina and Fuel Market. 
Neither business reported a premium 

gasoline price.
Salt Cay had the highest minimum pric-
es among the islands covered. Dicken-
son Gas Sta� on, the island’s only listed 
retailer, charged $9 for regular gasoline 
and $9.10 for diesel. No premium gas-
oline price was reported.
The fi gures were published by the De-
partment of Trade, Industry and Fair 
Compe� � on in its Fuel Report for Au-
gust 16–20, 2026. The department en-
couraged consumers to compare pric-
es among sta� ons and consider fi lling 
up during off -peak periods when prices 
fl uctuate.

Providenciales Records Lowest Fuel Prices in 
Latest Government Report

Improved 
Performance in the 
2026 Examinations

By Vivian Tyson NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

The Ministry of Educa� on, Youth, Sports 
and Culture welcomes the improved 
performance in the 2026 Caribbean 
Secondary Educa� on Cer� fi cate (CSEC) 
examina� ons. A total of 488 students - 
213 males and 275 females - registered 
across 20 subjects for the 2026 exam-
ina� ons represen� ng 2428 subject en-
tries.
The Country’s results reveal that the na-
� onal pass rate for Grades I-III increased 
from 71.0% in 2025 to 80.2% in 2026, an 
improvement of 9.2 percentage points. 
Twenty-two of the 29 reported subjects 
recorded higher pass rates, and the 
propor� on of Grade I results rose from 
12.5% in 2025 to 21.0% in 2026.
The distribu� on of grades showed:
• Grade I passes: 21.0% of entries, up 
8.5% from 2025 
• Grade II passes: 32.0% (largest cohort, 
with 1.8% growth)
• Grade III passes: 27.2% (1.0% de-
crease)
These fi gures indicate growth across 
two of the three performance levels, 
with par� cularly strong gains in the up-
per � er.
There were a number of high-achieving 
subjects in 2026. Nine subjects regis-
tered a 90%+ pass rate, including Biol-
ogy, Informa� on Technology, Integrated 
Science, Offi  ce Administra� on, Physical 
Educa� on and Sports, Tex� les, Clothing 
and Fashion, Food, Nutri� on and Health, 
Family and Resource Management, and 
Industrial Technology (Electrical), while 
four subjects achieved 100% pass rates: 
Addi� onal Mathema� cs, Music, Physics, 

and Visual Arts.
Passes in English A con� nue to show a 
steady increase from 75.9% in 2025 to 
78.9% in 2026.
MATHEMATICS IMPROVEMENT: The 
Mathema� cs pass rate increased from 
32.6% in 2025 to 51.7% in 2026. It is 
worth no� ng that the number of Grades 
I-III Mathema� cs passes rose from 91 in 
2025 to 121 in 2026.
The con� nued improvement in Mathe-
ma� cs outcomes refl ects the Ministry’s 
deliberate eff orts to strengthen Math-
ema� cs teaching and learning across 
schools. 
These eff orts include the introduc� on 
of standardised instruc� onal strate-
gies, enhanced cross-school collabo-
ra� on and professional sharing among 
teachers, and targeted na� onal student 
engagement ini� a� ves, including the 
Na� onal Mathema� cs Jeopardy Com-
pe� � on. 
The Ministry said it has also strength-
ened regional collabora� on and lever-
aged external exper� se and best prac-
� ces to support the transforma� on of 
Mathema� cs instruc� on, improve stu-
dent engagement, and build stronger 
outcomes in Mathema� cs across the 
educa� on system.
Educa� on Minister Hon. Rachel Taylor is 
buoyed by the improved overall perofr-
mances.
“These results provide encouraging 
evidence that targeted investment, 
stronger teacher capacity, and purpose-
ful student engagement can improve 
learning outcomes,” Taylor said in a 

news release. “The gains in Mathemat-
ics are par� cularly signifi cant, refl ec� ng 
deliberate eff orts to recruit addi� onal 
specialist teachers, make Mathema� cs 
more engaging through the Na� onal 
Mathema� cs Jeopardy Compe� � on, 
and connect our educators with region-
al exper� se through the University of 
the West Indies.”
She added: “We congratulate every stu-
dent who took the examina� ons and 
thank our teachers, school leaders, par-
ents, and educa� on partners for their 
commitment. While we celebrate this 
progress, we recognise that more work 
remains. The Ministry will con� nue to 
strengthen mathema� cs instruc� on, 

improve a� endance and par� cipa� on, 
and provide targeted support in sub-
jects and schools where improvement is 
s� ll needed.”
 Taylor added that the Ministry remains 
commi� ed to using examina� on data to 
inform teacher deployment, profession-
al development, curriculum support, 
and student interven� ons.
The Ministry said it will con� nue work-
ing with schools to consolidate the im-
provements achieved in 2026, expand 
access to qualifi ed teachers, strength-
en instruc� onal leadership, and ensure 
that students receive the academic and 
mo� va� onal support needed to suc-
ceed.

Minister of Education Hon. Rchel Taylor
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By Vivian Tyson EWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

The Turks and Caicos Islands is 
launching a territory-wide cele-
bra� on marking 50 years of min-
isterial government, with Ac� ng 
Premier Jamel Robinson and Edu-
ca� on Minister Rachel Taylor call-
ing on residents of every island 
and genera� on to take part.
The anniversary is being observed 
under the theme “50 Years of 
Leadership and Na� on Building.” 
Celebra� ons are scheduled to 
begin Sunday with an ecumenical 
service and cultural showcase at 
the Na� onal Stadium. Gates will 
open at 6:30 p.m., with the pro-
gram beginning at 7:30 p.m. That 
event is scheduled to culminate 
with the raising of the na� onal 
fl ag.
On Monday, August 31, every 
habited island in the chain will 
stage a motorcade, which are 
schooled to end with fes� vi� es.
Speaking during a special edi� on 
of Radio Turks and Caicos’ “First 
Edi� on,” Robinson and Taylor 
said the anniversary commemo-
rates the introduc� on of ministe-
rial government under the 1976 
Cons� tu� on and the greater role 
elected Turks and Caicos Island-
ers gained in governing the terri-
tory.
“It’s 50 years of elected Turks and 
Caicos Islanders having a real say, 
real representa� on to build our 
na� on,” Robinson said.
Taylor stressed that the com-
memora� on belongs to the en-
� re country rather than any po-
li� cal party.
“This is a celebra� on of our peo-
ple,” she said. “It’s important for 
our young people to understand 
from whence we came, where 
we are and where we are going in 
the next 50 years.”
The anniversary program will run 
for approximately two months 
and include religious, cultural, 
parliamentary and youth-cen-
tered ac� vi� es across the islands. 
Organizers have established is-
land working groups and several 

specialized commi� ees to plan 
the events and encourage broad 
public par� cipa� on.
A central part of the program 
will be the recogni� on of 50 peo-
ple who have contributed to the 
country’s development. Honor-
ees will be drawn from fi elds in-
cluding poli� cs and public gover-
nance, health care, technology, 
educa� on, youth development, 
tourism and infrastructure.
Robinson said the selec� on pro-
cess is intended to reach beyond 
prominent poli� cal fi gures and 
recognize teachers, fi shermen, 
health-care workers and other 
community members whose con-
tribu� ons may not have received 
na� onal a� en� on.
“If you don’t have a great foun-
da� on, you don’t get the chance 
to become who you are,” he said. 
“There are men and women 
across these 50 years who have 
had an integral part.”
The minister said community 
working groups would help iden-
� fy those “gems” on each island 
whose service helped shape the 
territory.
Young people will play a promi-
nent role throughout the anni-
versary. Planned ac� vi� es include 

Turks and Caicos launches 50th Anniversary 
Celebration of Ministerial Government

mock elec� ons in high schools, 
parliamentary exercises across 
the islands, Youth Week events 
from Sept. 20 to 26 and a special 
si�  ng involving youth parliamen-
tarians.
Taylor also announced that the 
territory’s social studies curricu-
lum has been revised and is being 
piloted as part of a broader eff ort 
to strengthen the teaching of 
Turks and Caicos history, iden� ty, 
culture, civics and current aff airs. 
Teachers have begun training 
to deliver the revised material, 
which Taylor said is intended as 
a na� onal curriculum for public 
and private schools.
“Our young people can now un-
derstand that the change they 
want to see, they have to be in-
strumentally involved in it,” Tay-
lor said.
Robinson noted that young peo-
ple were deeply involved in the 
poli� cal and social movements 
that preceded the 1976 Cons� -
tu� on. He urged today’s youth to 
view the anniversary not only as 
a refl ec� on on the past but also 
as an invita� on to shape the terri-
tory’s future cons� tu� onal devel-
opment.
Organizers are also using the 

commemora� on to support lo-
cal businesses. Nine vendors 
approved through the govern-
ment’s Micro Small and Medium 
Enterprise (MSME) program are 
producing offi  cial anniversary 
merchandise bearing the TCI 50 
Years logo.
Taylor described the ini� a� ve 
as an example of people’s em-
powerment and na� on-building, 
giving local entrepreneurs an 
opportunity to benefi t from the 
celebra� ons.
Residents who cannot a� end 
events in person will be able to 
watch selected programs through 
livestreams. Updates and sched-
ules will be published through 
the TCI 50 Years pages on Face-
book and Instagram and through 
the Department of Culture.
Robinson said the anniversary 
provides an opportunity for Turks 
and Caicos Islanders to recognize 
the territory’s progress while ac-
knowledging that its develop-
ment remains unfi nished.
“We’re not in a perfect posi� on, 
but we are perfec� ng our Turks 
and Caicos Islands,” he said. “It’s 
been a great 50-year ride, and I 
believe the next 50 years will be 
our best 50 years.”

Two months of events will honor the territory’s political development, recognize 50 
nation-builders and place young people at the center of the commemorations.

Acting Premier Hon. Jamell Robinson (centre), Minister of Immigration and Border Services, and Hon. Rachel Taylor (right), Minister Education, Youth Sport and Culture 
on the First Edition show with host Cheryl Forman, pitching the 50 Years of Ministerial Government festivities.
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The People’s Democra� c Movement calls it-
self a movement. But the poli� cal party has 
to ask itself a simple ques� on: Are we actual-
ly moving? Because from where many people 
are standing, the answer is becoming obvious 
to see. 
The movement isn’t moving. A poli� cal move-
ment is supposed to move ideas forward. It’s 
supposed to organize people around a vision. 
Develop solu� ons. Challenge bad decisions. 
It’s supposed to give the public something to 
believe in. It should create momentum. Not 
spend all its energy fi gh� ng over who gets to 
hold the steering wheel.
The movement isn’t moving when inter-
nal disagreements become more important 
than na� onal issues. The movement isn’t 
moving when poli� cal energy is spent a� ack-
ing people instead of advancing ideas. The 
movement isn’t moving when supporters are 
treated as enemies because they ask uncom-
fortable ques� ons. And the movement cer-
tainly isn’t moving when poli� cal leaders hide 
behind masks, anonymous voices or surro-
gates instead of standing openly behind what 
they believe.
A movement needs direc� on. It needs disci-
pline. It needs courage. Most of all, it needs 
a reason for people to follow. PDM has a long 
history in these islands. It has contributed to 
the poli� cal development of Turks and Cai-
cos, produced governments and given many 
ci� zens a vehicle through which to par� cipate 
in public life. That history deserves respect. 
But history isn’t momentum.
A poli� cal party cannot live forever on what 
it once was. It has to demonstrate what it in-

tends to become. The movement isn’t mov-
ing if yesterday’s ba� les keep consuming 
today’s opportuni� es. And this is where lead-
ership ma� ers. It isn’t about having the most 
loyal followers or the sharpest poli� cal a� ack. 
Leadership is about giving people somewhere 
to go. So where is PDM going?
What is the vision beyond opposing the Gov-
ernment? What is the plan beyond cri� cizing 
Premier Misick? What does PDM want Turks 
and Caicos to look like fi ve, ten or twenty 
years from now? Those are the ques� ons a 
serious poli� cal movement should welcome. 
Because Opposi� on isn’t an end in itself. It’s 
supposed to be prepara� on for governing. 
The movement isn’t moving if all the public 
sees is opposi� on without direc� on, cri� cism 
without construc� on and confl ict without 
consequence.
This isn’t about whether PDM should chal-
lenge the Government. Of course it should. 
A healthy democracy needs a strong Opposi-
� on. But a strong Opposi� on doesn’t merely 
tell the country what it doesn’t like. It tells 
the country what it would do instead. That’s 
how a movement moves. And perhaps that’s 
the real challenge facing PDM today. Not who 
speaks loudest. Not who wins the next inter-
nal argument. Not who gets the last word on 
social media.
The ques� on is whether the party can turn 
poli� cal energy into poli� cal purpose. Be-
cause Turks and Caicos doesn’t need a move-
ment that is simply ac� ve. It needs a move-
ment that’s moving. Moving ideas. Moving 
the na� onal conversa� on. Moving toward 
be� er. Otherwise, the name may s� ll say 
movement. But the country will keep asking 
the same ques� on: Where are you going?

The Turks and Caicos Islands Financial Ser-
vices Commission (FSC) has introduced a 
new emblem and visual iden� ty, The Shield, 
refl ec� ng the Commission’s ins� tu� onal de-
velopment and its enduring commitment to 
professionalism, integrity, transparency and 
adherence to interna� onal standards.
The transi� on will begin on 1 September 2026, 
with The Shield being fully implemented across 
the FSC’s digital pla� orms, offi  cial documents, 
stakeholder communica� ons and other pub-
lic-facing materials from 1 October 2026.
The new emblem was unveiled on 29 June 
2026 at the FSC’s Welcome Recep� on, held 
at The Palms Resort in Providenciales in hon-
our of the 2026 Annual Industry Mee� ng. The 
event was a� ended by the Premier and Minis-
ter of Finance, the Honourable Charles Wash-
ington Misick; members of the FSC Board of 
Commissioners; industry leaders; regulators; 
licence holders; and other stakeholders.
The following day, 30th June, The Shield was 
prominently featured throughout the Annu-
al Industry Mee� ng at The Shore Club. The 
conference was a� ended by Her Excellency 
the Governor, Dileeni Daniel Selvaratnam; the 
Honourable Rhondalee Braithwaite-Knowles, 
A� orney General; and the Honourable E. Jay 
Saunders, Minister of Innova� on, Technology 
and Energy. The event a� racted more than 165 
par� cipants in person, in addi� on to numerous 
online a� endees.
Since its establishment in 2001, the Commis-
sion has con� nued to evolve alongside the fi -
nancial services sector while remaining stead-
fast in its mandate to regulate and supervise 

the sector and to promote its stability, integrity 
and resilience.
This development represents an important 
milestone in the Commission’s ins� tu� onal 
evolu� on. The refreshed iden� ty refl ects the 
Commission’s role as a modern, accessible and 
interna� onally aligned regulator while remain-
ing fi rmly rooted in the heritage and character 
of the Turks and Caicos Islands.
Rendered in navy and gold, The Shield rep-
resents stewardship, vigilance and direc� on. Its 

elements refl ect the Commission’s values and 
the heritage of the Turks and Caicos Islands:
• The Lighthouse symbolises leadership and 
guidance;
• The Wave refl ects the Territory’s mari� me 
heritage and global connec� ons;
• The Flamingo represents local iden� ty and 
accessibility; and
• “EST. 2001” honours the Commission’s histo-
ry and experience.
Geoff rey Sco� , Chairman of the FSC Board of 

The Movement Isn’t Moving

FSC ANNOUNCES IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW EMBLEM & VISUAL IDENTITY, 
“THE SHIELD”

Commissioners, said: “The Shield is not simply 
a new visual iden� ty; it is a powerful statement 
of who we are and where we are going. It em-
bodies the Financial Services Commission’s 
resolve to lead with strength, uphold the high-
est standards of integrity and inspire las� ng 
confi dence in our regulatory framework. As 
the fi nancial services landscape con� nues to 
evolve, we remain commi� ed to shaping a fu-
ture defi ned by trust, transparency and global 
excellence.”
Kenisha Bacchus, Managing Director (Ag) of 
the FSC, added: “The new emblem marks an 
important step in the FSC’s evolu� on. It re-
fl ects an ins� tu� on that has grown in strength, 
maturity and purpose, while remaining fi rmly 
anchored in the public interest. More than a 
symbol, The Shield represents confi dence, sta-
bility and trust, values that guide our work as 
we protect investors, promote compliance and 
foster a responsible and resilient fi nancial ser-
vices sector.”
The FSC emphasised that, although its visual 
iden� ty is changing, its core mission remains 
unchanged: to safeguard confi dence in the 
fi nancial services sector, promote sound reg-
ulatory prac� ces and support the sustainable 
development of the industry for the benefi t of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands.
The introduc� on of The Shield marks a new 
chapter for the Commission, one that builds on 
its legacy while reinforcing its commitment to 
strong governance, ins� tu� onal excellence and 
the future of the fi nancial services sector.
The Shield — Guiding trust. Protec� ng the 
future.

An Op-Ed By Audley Astwood
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The Retreat 
Turks & Caicos 
Appoints Layvern 
Daniel as Hotel 
Manager
- Award-winning Caribbean 
hospitality professional to lead new 
Grace Bay bou� que hotel ahead of 
October opening
The Retreat Turks & Caicos has ap-
pointed Layvern Daniel as hotel man-
ager ahead of the locally developed 
bou� que hotel’s opening in October 
2026.
According to news release from The 
Retreat, Daniel brings more than 
12 years of luxury Caribbean hos-
pitality experience spanning resort 
opera� ons, guest rela� ons, house-
keeping, concierge services, sales, 
reserva� ons and opera� onal strate-
gy. Her cross-func� onal background 
equips her to lead every aspect of the 
guest journey while maintaining the 
opera� onal and commercial discipline 
required to establish a successful new 
hotel.
The en� ty said further that through-
out her career, Daniel has developed 
a strong understanding of what dis-
cerning travelers expect from a luxury 
bou� que property: a� en� ve service, 
though� ul personaliza� on, respon-
sive communica� on and consistency 
at every touchpoint. Her experience 
managing pre-arrival communica� ons, 
concierge services, VIP requests and 
service recovery will help The Retreat 
create seamless stays and build las� ng 
rela� onships with guests, partners and 
vendors.
Daniel, The Retreat con� nued, also 
brings valuable commercial exper� se. 
She has led reserva� ons and opera-
� ons while working closely with mar-
ke� ng and ownership on management 
and brand op� miza� on. Her estab-
lished rela� onships with travel advi-
sors, tour operators and industry part-
ners will support The Retreat’s market 
posi� oning and help introduce the 
property to local, regional and interna-
� onal travelers.
The bou� que resort pointed out fur-

ther that Daniel’s familiarity with lead-
ing luxury travel networks and pro-
grams, including Small Luxury Hotels 
of the World and top travel networks, 
provides further insight into the ser-
vice expecta� ons and commercial 
standards of the global travel market.
Daniel’s leadership creden� als include 
being named Manager of the Year in 
2025 and being selected for the Carib-
bean Hotel and Tourism Associa� on’s 
Young Leaders Forum for 2025-2026. 
She has also held progressive opera-
� onal leadership roles involving staff  
training, interdepartmental coordina-
� on, quality assurance and guest sat-
isfac� on.
As hotel manager, The Retreat said 
Daniel will guide the resort through 
its opening phase, establish its oper-
a� ng and service standards, develop a 
high-performing team and build a cul-
ture centered on genuine Caribbean 
hospitality. 

Her knowledge of the Turks and Caicos 
market, combined with her opera� on-
al breadth and commercial experience, 
will help The Retreat deliver memora-
ble guest experiences while establish-
ing a strong founda� on for sustainable 
growth, the news release said.
Daniel holds a master’s degree in Sus-
tainable Management of Tourism and 

a bachelor’s degree from Monroe Col-
lege. She is profi cient in English, Span-
ish and St. Lucian Creole.
The Retreat Turks & Caicos is a new, 
locally developed bou� que hotel in 
the heart of Grace Bay, Providenciales. 
Founded by Turks and Caicos Islander 
Trevor Musgrove, the hotel is sched-
uled to open in October 2026.

Daniel’s leadership credentials include being named Manager of the Year in 2025 and being selected for the 
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Association’s Young Leaders Forum for 2025-2026

The Retreat Turks & Caicos, a new boutique hotel opening in Grace Bay in October 2026.
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Looking for a worshipping house to praise God and fellowship with members of the body of Christ, here is a list of some of the available sanc-
tuaries you can attend throughout the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Editor’s Note: If your Ministry is not listed 
and/or you would like for it to be part of the 
NEWSLINETCI Church Diary, 
contact us at: contact@newslinetci.com

One Nation Empowerment Center Church Ministry, 
Suite #12 Alliance Business Center, Princess Drive, 
Grace Bay, Providenciales. Tel: (649) 244-6194. 
Email: apostleyoung1952@yahoo.com.

Touch of Love Ministries International Center
Industrial Park, Five Cays, Providenciales
Tel: 941-4903 Fax: 941-7731

Christ is the Answer Ministry,
George Alley Off  Aviation Drive, Providenciales 
Tel: 241-8030

Anglican Church Rectory Grant Turk,
Front Street, Grand Turk.  Tel:946-2289

Bethany Baptist Church,
Blue Hills, Providenciales 
Tel:941-4803 / 941-5632 / 941-5118

Church of God of Prophesy,
Lower Bight, Providenciales Tel: 941-8854

Bible Study Ministries, Grand Turk
Tel:946-1866

Harvest Bible Chapel TCI, 
Leeward Highway, Long Bay, Providenciales.
Tel: 1649 333-2009 Email: hbctciinfo@gmail.com.
https://www.harvesttci.tc.

Calvary Baptist Church, 
South Caicos.  Tel:946-3212

Rock of Jesus Ministry, 
15 Five Cays, Safe Haven.  
Tel: 649-3317628 of 649-2410087

Church of God of Prophesy,
Providenciales    Tel:941-3438

Firm Foundation Ministries International 
Waterloo Road, Grand Turk. 
Telephone: 649-332-624

Firm Foundation Ministries International 
Lee Street, South Caicos. Telephone: 649-348-3581

Abundant Life Ministries International
P.O. Box 696 Christian City, Leeward 
Highway, Providenciales
Tel:941-941-4750    Fax: 941-4755

Roman Catholic Church,
Providenciales,  Tel: 941-5136

Faith Tabernacle Church of God, 
Providenciales,  Tel:946-4073

New Testament Church of God 
Orea Alley 
P.O. Box 495 Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-1255
 Airport Road, South Caicos     
Tel:231-2402

New Beginning Harvest Ministry,
Pond Street, Grand Turk      Tel:946-1759

Mount Mariah Baptist Church, 
Conch Bar Middle Caicos   Tel:946-6205

New Testament Church of God,
Orea Alley, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2175

New Testament Church of God,
South Caicos  Tel:946-3631

Methodist Church,
Grand Turk  Tel:946-2352

Firm Foundation Ministries International 
19 Honour Lane, Behind Smart Supermarket , 
Providenciales. Telephone: 649-332-6240

Healing Waters Ministries,
Blue Hills Providenciales  Tel: 941-5867

House of Prayer Church of God, 
Long Bay Road Providenciales  Tel: 941-8309

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Darrell Road, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2727

St. Monica’s Anglican Church 
P.O. Box 866 Cheshire Hall Providenciales
Tel: 946-4046
Fax:946-4046;941-8499
Turks and Caicos Mission of Seventh 
Day Adventists,
P.O. Box 803, Providenciales

Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-4075; 941-4223; 941-3596

United Pentecostal Church,
Brown’s Plaza, Leeward Highway, 
Providenciales       Tel: 956-5852

Paradise Baptist Church,
Five Cays, Providenciale
Tel:941-4349

Revival Faith Center, 
North Backsalina, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2349

Salem Baptist Church,
Mission Folly, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2565

Solid Rock Apostolic Ministries 
International,
Discovery Bay Providenciales 
Tel: 946-5181

The St. Thomas Parish Church in Grand Turk is the oldest house of worship in 
the Turks and Caicos Islands, having been established in 1823. The St. Built 
by the Bermudan se� lers, the Thomas Anglican Church was the fi rst church 
to be constructed on that island and the second to be built in the Bahamas 
archipelago. At fi rst the church was thought to have been built from stone 
transported from Bermuda. However, since the church was is located near 
the old quarry, it is also speculated that the materials may have been ob-
tained from that loca� on. It is also speculated that the rocks were obtained 
from the nearby quarry also and the wood imported from Bermuda. The St. 
Thomas Church is listed as very sturdy, cut-stone building with some walls 
as thing as two feet. The hard stones that were hand hewn were set to in a 
primi� ve mortar of lime mixed with turtle oil.

Life line Church Directory

Featured Church
LIFELINE

St. Thomas Parish Church: 
The Oldest Church in the TCI
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ED9 BACK-TO-SCHOOL TREAT
 On Sunday, August 23, Minister of Educa� on, Youth, Sports and Culture, Member of Parliament for Five Cays and Chalk Sound (ELECTORAL DISTRICT 9) hosted 
more than 700 children of the cons� tuency during the Annual Back-to-School Treat, held at the Felix Morley Community Centre. Not only were the children 
allowed to engage in a myriad of entertainment ac� vi� es but were also feted with a variety of foods and sweet treats. They were also presented with school 
utensils such as backpacks, books, and wri� ng implements. The following are photo highlights of the event.
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A Confi den� al 1978 Government Document Re-
veals the True Spirit of the Cons� tu� onal Awak-
ening in the Turks and Caicos Islands
There are moments in the life of a na� on when 
history ceases to whisper. Moments when ordi-
nary people begin to realise that the future of 
their country should belong not only to those 
who exercise authority, but also to the people 
themselves.
For the Turks and Caicos Islands, one of those 
defi ning moments came on 30th August 1976, 
when the new Cons� tu� on came into opera� on. 
The Cons� tu� on did not itself place the fi rst 
ministers into offi  ce. It created the cons� tu� on-
al framework through which the country could 
move into Ministerial Government.
The Cons� tu� on had to come fi rst. Then the 
people had to vote. Then a government had to 
be formed. That sequence is essen� al to under-
standing the poli� cal achievement of 1976.
A Country Was Changing
The cons� tu� onal changes came at a � me of 
considerable social and economic change. The 
decline of the salt industry had shaken families 
across Grand Turk, Salt Cay and South Caicos. 
Unemployment, migra� on, economic hardship 
and separa� on aff ected homes throughout the 
Islands. At the same � me, poli� cal conscious-
ness was growing.
People were ques� oning leadership, opportu-
nity, fairness, representa� on, dignity and the 
future direc� on of the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
A younger genera� on was becoming poli� cal-
ly ac� ve. Among its most powerful voices was 
J.A.G.S. McCartney.
To many ordinary people, JAGS became more 
than a poli� cian. He represented poli� cal awak-
ening, self-belief and the idea that ordinary 
Turks and Caicos Islanders deserved a mean-
ingful voice in determining the future of their 
country.
He spoke to struggling families, unemployed 
youths, working people, fi shermen, labourers, 
civil servants and communi� es searching for 
opportunity and poli� cal dignity. But the move-
ment for change was never carried by one man 
alone.
Around JAGS stood a much wider genera� on of 
people whose organising, discussions, ac� vism, 
encouragement and quiet support helped cre-
ate the atmosphere in which poli� cal change 
became possible.
Among those remembered within that wider 
awakening were Edward “Eddie” Seymour, Ron-
ald “Ron” Higgs, Edward “Eddie” Swann, Carol 
Forbes-Durham, Dennis Durham, Rupert Robin-
son, Harold Robinson, William Robinson, Virginia 
Robinson, Leon Watkins, Janet Adams-Fulford, 
Earl Fulford, Audrey Taylor, Elaine Adams, Jean 
“Jenny” Williams, Albert “Abbey” Williams, Ru-
pert “Spadyboy” Gardiner, Corleen Williams, Va-
leria Kennedy-Houseman, Beverly Ingham, Earl 
“Super C” Ingham, Kathleen “Ka� e” Williams, 
Lathia “MaDokie” Steel, Lillian “Ma Lil” Swann, 
Norman “Normy” Parker, Herbert Been, Marjorie 
Durham, Helena Jones Robinson, Sir Evan Wood, 
Mary Wood, Minnie Tatem, Arthur Tatem, Hu-
bert James Jr., Nathaniel “Bops” Francis, Clem-
ent Lightbourne, Cille Penn, Harry Lightbourne, 
Charles Higgs, Biggie Ingham, Kenneth Carter, 
Alexander Carter, Moses Carter Sr., Beatrice Car-
ter, Rosabelle Adams, Roy Adams, Mildred Gar-
land Astwood, Lewis “Louie” Edwin Astwood, 
Emmanuel “Manny” Penn, Brenda Sturrup-Rob-
inson, Edgar “Mobile” Forbes, Hyacinth Been, 
Leslie Musgrove, Verna Simmons-Musgrove, 
Ackee “Big Truck” Haven, Barrington Skippings, 
Raphael Graveley, Ariel Misick, Vernon “Codigi” 
Lightbourne, Douglas “Doggie” Prospere, Carlos 
Simons and many others.
Not all played the same role, and not all ap-
peared in offi  cial records.
But collec� vely they remind us that poli� cal 
transforma� on takes place not only inside gov-
ernment chambers, but in homes, neighbour-
hoods, workplaces, churches, mee� ngs and 
conversa� ons among ordinary people.
A Confi den� al Document Surfaces
Nearly half a century later, a government doc-
ument preserved among the papers of the late 
Hon. Lewis “Louie” Edwin Astwood provides a 
remarkable window into how the cons� tu� on-
al achievement was viewed during the earliest 
years of Ministerial Government.

ple had voted. But the ques� on of who would 
form the fi rst Ministerial Government remained 
unse� led. Ul� mately, both Independents joined 
the governmental arrangement.
The First Ministerial Government
On 1st October 1976, the country’s fi rst Ministe-
rial Government took offi  ce. J.A.G.S. McCartney 
became the fi rst Chief Minister of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands, with responsibility for Home Af-
fairs and Communica� ons.
Serving as the three other Ministers were:
• Lewis “Louie” Edwin Astwood, responsible for 
Public Works, U� li� es and Labour;
• Oswald O’Neal Skippings, responsible for 
Health, Educa� on, Welfare and Local Govern-
ment; and
• Charles William “Liam” McGuire, responsible 
for Tourism, Development of Industries and Re-
sources.
The new governmental structure also included 
two Parliamentary Secretaries: Daniel Anthony 
Williams and Henry Leon Wilson.
McGuire’s posi� on was par� cularly signifi cant. 
He had been elected as an Independent, yet 
following the nego� a� ons he entered the fi rst 
Ministerial Government as one of its three Min-
isters.
Williams, the other Independent, became a Par-
liamentary Secretary.
The sequence therefore deserves to be remem-
bered clearly: 30th August 1976: the Cons� tu-
� on came into opera� on. 29th September 1976: 
the people voted, producing a result of PDM 5, 
PNO 4 and Independents 2. 29th September–1st 
October: nego� a� ons followed because neither 
party held an outright majority. 1st October 
1976: the fi rst Ministerial Government took of-
fi ce. The Cons� tu� on created the framework. 
The people voted.
The elec� on le�  the balance of power unde-
cided. The nego� a� ons determined who would 
govern. And Ministerial Government became a 
func� oning reality.
A Genera� on Was Losing Its Fear
But cons� tu� ons cannot be understood through 
dates and offi  ces alone. The deeper story of the 
1970s was the changing poli� cal consciousness 
of the people. A younger genera� on was awak-
ening. Fear was beginning to break. Ordinary 
people were beginning to believe that their voic-
es ma� ered.
JAGS did not create that awakening alone, but 
he became one of its strongest voices. He is re-
membered not simply because he became the 
fi rst Chief Minister, but because many ordinary 
people believed he fought for their dignity, rep-
resenta� on, opportunity and right to par� cipate 
in determining the future of their own country.
The people came fi rst. Yet honouring McCartney 
should never erase the genera� on around him. 

Some marched. Some organised. Some spoke 
publicly. Some opened their homes. Some pro-
vided transporta� on or assistance. Some chal-
lenged authority. Some par� cipated quietly. 
Some voted. And many found the courage to 
believe that poli� cal change was possible.
Their names may not all appear in cons� tu� onal 
documents, but their presence remains woven 
into the poli� cal memory of the Turks and Caicos 
Islands.
Fi� y Years Later
As the Turks and Caicos Islands commemorate 
fi � y years since the Cons� tu� on of 1976 and 
the establishment of Ministerial Government, 
the story should be remembered in its proper 
sequence. The Cons� tu� on came fi rst. Then the 
people voted. The elec� on produced no out-
right party majority. The Independents held the 
balance.Nego� a� ons followed.
And on 1st October 1976, the country’s fi rst 
Ministerial Government took offi  ce. But per-
haps the deepest meaning of that cons� tu� onal 
journey was captured only two years later in the 
confi den� al Execu� ve Council paper: “The polit-
ical achievement of the people.”
Those words s� ll speak across half a century. Be-
cause the Cons� tu� on of 1976 was never only 
about government. It was never only about min-
isters. And it was never only about JAGS. It was 
about people beginning to recognise the power 
of their own poli� cal voice.
It was about ordinary Islanders beginning to 
believe that they had a right to help shape the 
future of their homeland. The Cons� tu� on 
opened the door. The people walked through it. 
And on 1st October 1976, Ministerial Govern-
ment became a reality. It was the people’s polit-
ical achievement.
About the Author
Joan Astwood-Su� on, LLB (Hons.), Master’s in 
Publishing, and Cer� fi cate in Youth & Commu-
nity Studies, is an author, publisher, cultural her-
itage researcher, museum founder, storyteller, 
and historical preserva� on advocate in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands. She is the Founder and Direc-
tor of the Hon. Lewis Edwin Astwood Research 
Library, Museum and Learning Facility, dedicat-
ed to preserving the poli� cal, cultural, and his-
torical legacy of the Turks and Caicos Islands.
She is the daughter of the late Hon. Lewis Ed-
win Astwood, who served in the fi rst Ministerial 
Government established under the 1976 Cons� -
tu� on, and the late Mildred Garland Astwood, 
both closely connected to the poli� cal and 
community movements of the 1970s. Through 
decades of archival preserva� on, oral history 
documenta� on, and historical research, she has 
worked to preserve the memory and iden� ty of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands for future genera-
� ons.

Dated September 1978, stamped “CONFIDEN-
TIAL” and iden� fi ed as Execu� ve Council Paper 
No. 78/58, the document states: “The present 
Cons� tu� on of the Turks and Caicos Islands 
came into opera� on on 30th August 1976.”
It further explains:
“An important feature of the Cons� tu� on was 
the introduc� on of the offi  ce of Chief Minister 
and Ministerial Government to the Islands.”
But perhaps its most powerful statement was its 
explana� on of why Cons� tu� on Day deserved 
recogni� on:
“The observance of Cons� tu� on Day is an annu-
al event that merits some form of recogni� on, as 
it marks the poli� cal achievement of the people 
of that par� cular territory.”
The poli� cal achievement of the people. Not 
simply the achievement of government. Not 
simply the achievement of poli� cians. The peo-
ple. Those words provide an important key to 
understanding 1976. A Cons� tu� on may estab-
lish offi  ces and distribute authority, but behind 
cons� tu� onal change are people who speak, 
organise, challenge, sacrifi ce and vote.
From Party to Movement
The change from the People’s Democra� c Par-
ty, PDP, to the People’s Democra� c Movement, 
PDM, also refl ected the poli� cal mood of the 
period. To many involved, the word Movement 
represented something larger than electoral 
poli� cs.
It represented youth ac� vism, grassroots par� c-
ipa� on, poli� cal awakening, cons� tu� onal ad-
vancement, dignity and the growing belief that 
ordinary Islanders had a right to par� cipate in 
shaping their homeland. But poli� cal struggle 
could also carry consequences. That is where 
Sec� on 57 of the 1976 Cons� tu� on becomes 
par� cularly interes� ng.
Sec� on 57: The Ques� on of Pardon
Sec� on 57 dealt with the Governor’s powers of 
pardon and other forms of cons� tu� onal mercy. 
Read alone, it may appear to be simply a legal 
provision. But within the remembered history of 
the Movement, the ques� on of pardon carried 
much greater signifi cance.
The poli� cal struggle of the 1970s had included 
demonstra� ons, confronta� ons with authority, 
the Junkanoo Club struggle and the drama� c 
events of June 1975. People involved in poli� cal 
ac� on could expose themselves to arrest, prose-
cu� on or punishment.
According to accounts preserved from people 
close to the poli� cal struggle, McCartney re-
garded the ques� on of pardon as part of his 
wider concern for members of the Movement.
Poli� cal advancement could not simply mean 
obtaining cons� tu� onal change and ministerial 
offi  ce while forge�  ng those who had stood in 
the struggle.
The wri� en Cons� tu� on establishes the power 
of pardon. It does not, by itself, record every 
discussion surrounding McCartney’s mo� ves 
or cons� tu� onal strategy. That part of the sto-
ry must con� nue to be reconstructed through 
private papers, oral histories, recollec� ons of 
par� cipants and surviving records of the nego-
� a� ons.
But the accounts ma� er because they place 
Sec� on 57 within the human story of the Move-
ment.
Then the People Voted
With the Cons� tu� on in force, Turks and Caicos 
Islanders went to the polls on 29th September 
1976. The result was close. The PDM won fi ve 
seats. The PNO won four.
Two Independents were elected: Daniel Antho-
ny Williams, represen� ng Bo� le Creek, North 
Caicos, and Charles William “Liam” McGuire, 
represen� ng South Caicos South.
The fi ve successful PDM candidates included 
J.A.G.S. McCartney, Oswald O’Neal Skippings, 
Lewis Edwin Astwood, Henry Leon Wilson and 
Walter Ebenezer Cox, who won the Providencia-
les cons� tuency.
The result le�  neither poli� cal party with an out-
right majority of the eleven elected seats.
For a brief but decisive period, the forma� on 
of the fi rst Ministerial Government could have 
gone either way. The two Independents held the 
balance. Nego� a� ons followed between 29th 
September and 1st October 1976. This was not 
a minor footnote.
The Cons� tu� on had been established. The peo-

“The Political Achievement of the People”
50th Anniversary of Ministerial Government (1976–2026) - ROAD TO 1976 SERIES…
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Miss International Adesha Gustave Hosts Poverty 
Alleviation Skills Workshop

Adesha Gustave, the 2026 winner of the Miss International Turks and Caicos Islands Pageant has made Poverty Alleviation her platform. Against that background, Gustave and her team, led by Sharlene Grant Richards, the chair for 
the Miss International Pageant, staged a Poverty Alleviation Workshop on Poverty Alleviation on Saturday, August 22, at the Ports of Call Conference Room in Grace Bay. Workshop was in alignment with United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal 1, which calls for an end to poverty in all its forms. The following are photo highlights of the event.
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By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief 

Undocumented Haitians Reportedly 
Among Victims of Five Cays Fire

Many of the people le�  homeless by Mon-
day morning’s (August 24, 2026) devastat-
ing fi re in Five Cays, which gu� ed a dense-
ly-populated sec� on of the community, are 
reportedly undocumented individuals of 
Hai� an background, according to residents 
of the community.
NewslineTCI was reliably informed that sev-
eral vic� ms do not have legal immigra� on 
status and may therefore encounter diffi  -
cul� es qualifying for government welfare 
assistance.
The vic� ms’ na� onali� es and immigra� on 
status have not been offi  cially confi rmed. 
Government offi  cials also have not said 
whether undocumented residents will 
qualify for longer-term welfare assistance. 
Emergency meals, assessments and tem-
porary shelter were being provided without 
any publicly announced dis� nc� on based 
on immigra� on status.
 Director of Family and Children Services 
Ashley Adams said that 28 individuals were 
displaced. They comprise 18 men and 10 
women, including at least one pregnant 
woman. Approximately 13 homes were de-
stroyed.
Social workers began conduc� ng needs 
assessments in Five Cays at about 4 a.m. 
The Felix Morley Community Centre was 
opened as a distribu� on point, where vic-
� ms received hot meals and other immedi-
ate assistance.
Offi  cials also iden� fi ed two poten� al shel-
ters and said accommoda� on would be 
provided to people requiring it. Checks with 
the authori� es confi rmed that the shelters 
were opened and some of the vic� ms were 
accommodated. Other vic� ms, NewslineT-
CI was told, are staying with family mem-
bers.
The fi refi gh� ng eff ort, however, was ham-
pered by a shortage of personnel and the 
lack of proper equipment within the do-
mes� c Fire and Rescue Service.
Fire Chief Dr  Hezedean Smith disclosed 
that Providenciales had no conven� onal 
fi re engine in opera� on when the blaze 
erupted. The island’s more-than-20-year-
old fi re truck was out of service because 
of mechanical and other problems, leaving 
fi refi ghters to rely on a water tender func-
� oning temporarily as a pumper.
Smith said only one off -duty domes� c fi re-
fi ghter responded a� er a� empts to contact 
other offi  cers were unsuccessful. With sev-
eral structures already engulfed and sur-
rounding homes in danger, the small local 
response team ini� ally focused on contain-
ing the blaze and preven� ng it from spread-
ing. Five fi refi ghters from the Airport Fire 
Service later joined the opera� on.
Despite those limita� ons, crews contained 
the fi re at approximately 4 or 5 a.m. Hon. 
Shaun Malcolm, Minister of Public Safe-
ty and Welfare, acknowledged concerns 
about the response and ordered an urgent 
review of the department’s call-out, mobili-
sa� on and escala� on procedures.
“Our immediate priority is to ensure that 
the aff ected families are safe, supported 
and cared for,” Malcolm said during the 

government briefi ng.
Malcolm promised that the government 
would do everything “reasonably possible” 
to assist those aff ected. However, offi  cials 
did not clarify whether undocumented vic-
� ms would receive the same recovery assis-
tance available to legal residents.
That uncertainty could leave some vic� ms 
in an especially vulnerable posi� on. People 
without legal status may be reluctant to ap-
proach government agencies for help be-
cause of fears that their informa� on could 
be shared with immigra� on authori� es.
Hai� ans form the largest foreign-na� onal 
community in the territory, accoun� ng for 
33.49 per cent of the popula� on in fi gures 
cited by the government’s Ci� zenship and 
Naturalisa� on Department. The Turks and 
Caicos Islands have also faced sustained ir-
regular mari� me migra� on from Hai�  amid 
worsening poli� cal, economic and security 
condi� ons in that country.
In June, authori� es rescued and intercept-
ed 240 migrants aboard an overloaded Hai-
� an vessel that lost power and began taking 
on water approximately 15 miles south of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. The opera� on 
involved the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands 
Police Force, the TCI Regiment, the United 
States Coast Guard and US Customs and 
Border Protec� on, the US Coast Guard said.
The United Kingdom has provided the ter-
ritory with addi� onal equipment, coastal 
sensors, surveillance technology and other 
border-security support in response to the 
threat of irregular migra� on and instability 
spilling over from Hai� , the UK Government 
said.
Fire response under scru� ny
The Five Cays blaze has exposed serious 
weaknesses within the domes� c Fire and 
Rescue Service.

Smith said the emergency dispatch cen-
tre received the fi rst call at approximately 
12:36 a.m. He was no� fi ed at 1:51 a.m. and 
arrived at the scene about seven minutes 
later. The lone off -duty fi refi ghter reached 
the area at approximately 2:11 a.m.
Crews encountered mul� ple structures 
fully engulfed, with neighbouring homes 
also threatened. The fi re was contained at 
about 4 or 5 a.m., and the scene was hand-
ed over at approximately 6 a.m.
The Fire and Rescue Service has approxi-
mately 24 offi  cers divided between Provi-
denciales and Grand Turk, with about 13 or 
14 assigned to Providenciales.
Ques� ons were raised during the news 
conference about whether pay and over-

� me concerns contributed to the failure 
of other fi refi ghters to respond. Smith de-
clined to speculate about the reasons but 
acknowledged that the department faced 
several challenges and “opportuni� es for 
improvement.”
Malcolm said the review of the response 
would examine the department’s equip-
ment, staffi  ng, opera� onal capacity and 
other resource needs.
Cabinet recently approved the acquisi� on 
of new fi refi gh� ng equipment, Malcolm 
said, but a specialised fi re engine could take 
between 12 and 15 months to manufacture 
and deliver.
The cause of the fi re remains undeter-
mined. 

A section of the housing settlement in Five Cays that was razed by fi re on Monday, August 24, 2026.

Minister of Public Safety and Welfare Hon. Shaun Malcolm (third from left) addresses a news briefi ng on the 
Five Cays Fire, occurred on Monday, August 24 in the community of Five Cays, Providenciales. From left are: 
Joran Harvey –Acting Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Public Safety, Gender and Religious Aff airs and 
Social Welfare; Dr. Hezedean Smith – Fire Chief for the country; Ms. Ashley Adams - Director of Family and 
Children Services; and Jason Hills -Director of D.D.M.E.
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Cancer con� nues to represent one of the 
greatest public health challenges facing the 
Region. The Caribbean experiences some of 
the highest cancer incidence and mortality 
rates in the Americas, placing enormous de-
mands on our health systems, economies, 
and communi� es.
 The Global Cancer Observatory indicates 
that the regional cancer burden is high and 
will con� nue to rise substan� ally, with annu-
al new cancer cases for the Caribbean pro-
jected to increase by approximately 55%, 
from 123,884 in 2024 to 191,997 by 2050.
In response to these challenges, the Carib-
bean Public Health Agency (CARPHA) and 
the Caribbean Associa� on for Oncology and 
Hematology (CAOH) have formalised a new 
fi ve-year partnership aimed at strengthen-
ing the Caribbean’s response to the signifi -
cant and growing burden of cancer. 
The partnership, established through a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), 
provides a collabora� ve framework for joint 
ac� on in cancer surveillance, preven� on, 
workforce development, nutri� on, access to 
safe and quality-assured cancer medicines, 
and public awareness.
 The MoU brings together the regional pub-
lic health leadership of CARPHA and CAOH’s 
specialised exper� se in oncology and hae-
matology to support more coordinated, 
evidence-informed approaches to cancer 
preven� on and control across CARPHA 
Member States.
Dr. Lisa Indar, Execu� ve Director of CARPHA, 
welcomed the partnership, no� ng that ad-
dressing cancer requires sustained collabo-
ra� on, as no single ins� tu� on can address 
the growing burden of cancer alone. “Re-
gional collabora� on has always been one 
of the Caribbean’s greatest strengths and 
this partnership provides an important op-
portunity to bring together technical exper-
� se, regional data and public health ac� on 
to strengthen preven� on, early detec� on, 
cancer control and access to quality-assured 
medicines”.
Under the MoU, CARPHA will provide tech-
nical leadership and support through rel-
evant technical departments, including its 
Chronic Disease and Injury Department 
(CDI), Caribbean Regulatory System (CRS), 
and Medicines Quality Control and Surveil-
lance Department (MQCSD).
Dr. Marisa Nimrod, Chief Execu� ve Offi  cer 
of CAOH, said the partnership represents an 
important step towards strengthening re-
gional collabora� on in oncology and haema-
tology. “Through this partnership with CAR-
PHA, our members will benefi t from joint 
programmes, regional training, research 
collabora� on, professional networking, and 

opportuni� es to contribute to strengthen-
ing cancer surveillance and advancing  Ca-
ribbean cancer policy and programme de-
velopment”.
This partnership establishes a framework 
for coopera� on in several important areas; 
strengthening cancer surveillance and im-
proving the quality and use of cancer regis-
try data to support evidence-informed can-
cer control planning. CARPHA and CAOH will 
collaborate on key areas, such as:
• Workforce development and pro-
fessional training 
• Support for research and knowl-
edge exchange 
• Promote healthy nutri� on and 
physical ac� vity as key cancer preven� on 
strategies 
• Strengthen workplace safety relat-
ed to hazardous cancer medicines, and
• Improve regional systems for med-
icines quality assurance, pharmacovigilance 
and post-market surveillance of oncology 
medicines.  
CARPHA con� nues to expand its work across 
the cancer control con� nuum through the 
Interna� onal Agency for Research on Can-
cer (IARC) Caribbean Cancer Registry Hub. 
Popula� on-based cancer registra� on and 
surveillance, is strengthened, ensuring that 
countries have the high-quality data needed 

to guide policy and evaluate interven� ons. 
CARPHA is also advancing work in non-com-
municable disease preven� on, healthy nu-
tri� on, physical ac� vity, medicines quality 
assurance, and pharmacovigilance, which 
are all essen� al components of comprehen-
sive cancer care. 
Strengthening Medicines Quality and Phar-
macovigilance in Oncology Care Across the 
Region
Ensuring that pa� ents have access to safe, 
eff ec� ve and quality-assured medicines is 
a cri� cal component of quality cancer care. 
As the use of increasingly complex oncolo-
gy therapies expands across the Caribbean, 
strengthening systems to monitor medicine 
quality, safety and eff ec� veness has become 
essen� al to protec� ng pa� ents and improv-
ing treatment outcomes.
At the 14th CAOH Annual Scien� fi c Confer-
ence held on July 17, 2026, Dr. Chantelle 
Bailey, Programme Manager, CARPHA’s Ca-
ribbean Regulatory System (CRS), and Ms. 
Nicole Ennis, Head of the Medicines Qual-
ity and Control Surveillance Department 
(MQCSD) contributed to the Conference’s 
scien� fi c programme through a dedicated 
technical high-level session. They both led 
a hybrid panel discussion examining the 
cri� cal role of medicines quality assurance, 
pharmacovigilance and post-market surveil-
lance including medicines used in oncology 
treatment and care.
The session, � tled “Advancing Cancer Pre-
ven� on and Control Across the Eastern Ca-
ribbean” highlighted the importance of ro-
bust na� onal and regional systems to detect 
and address risks associated with medicines, 

including substandard, falsifi ed and unregis-
tered products. Such risks can compromise 
treatment eff ec� veness, contribute to ad-
verse outcomes and undermine confi dence 
in health systems.
Session par� cipants explored na� onal and 
regional challenges to ensuring the quali-
ty, safety and effi  cacy of cancer medicines, 
while examining approaches for pharma-
covigilance and post-market surveillance 
systems across CARPHA Member States 
(CMS). The session emphasised the shared 
responsibility of regulatory authori� es, 
healthcare professionals and other stake-
holders in iden� fying medicine-related risks, 
repor� ng adverse drug reac� ons and sup-
por� ng eff ec� ve surveillance.
Discussions centred around risk-based 
post-market surveillance, laboratory test-
ing and quality monitoring, improving the 
detec� on and repor� ng of substandard and 
falsifi ed medicines, regulatory collabora� on 
among CMS, and emerging challenges in on-
cology medicine quality assurance. The ses-
sion concluded with recommenda� ons for 
strengthening medicines quality assurance 
and pharmacovigilance in oncology care, 
to support CMS in advancing pa� ent safety 
and more resilient health systems across the 
Caribbean.
Ul� mately, this session — the fi rst output 
delivered under the newly signed CAR-
PHA-CAOH partnership —refl ected the 
shared commitment to strengthening ac-
cess for pa� ents throughout the Caribbean 
to medicines that are safe, eff ec� ve and 
quality-assured, supported by robust regu-
latory and surveillance systems.

CARPHA and 
CAOH Strengthen 
Regional Partnership 
to Address the Growing 
Burden of Cancer

Formalising a new fi ve-year partnership aimed at strengthening the Caribbean’s response to the signifi cant 
and growing burden of cancer. (L-R) Dr. Erica Wheeler, Consultant, CAOH; Dr. Dwight Lowe, Clinical Chair, 
CAOH; Dr. Marisa Nimrod, Chair and CEO, CAOH; Dr. Lisa Indar, Executive Director, CARPHA; Dr. Horace 
Cox, Director, CARPHA and Mrs Helen Royer, Director of Human Development, Caribbean Community Secre-
tariat (CARICOM) at the signing of the MoU.

Mr. Francis Burnett, Interim Head of the Pooled Procurement Services (PPS) Unit, OECS, CARPHA’s Dr. Chantelle Bailey, (seated at head table) and Ms. Nicole Ennis 
(virtual) welcome participants at the start of the hybrid technical session at the 14th CAOH 2026 Annual Scientifi c Conference at the Trinidad Hilton. Also present at the 
session are CARPHA’s Dr. Heather Armstrong, Head, CDI and Ms. Sarah Quesnel-Crooks, Programme Coordinator, IARC Caribbean Cancer Registry Hub.
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Country Legend Dolly Parton Dies at 80
Dolly Parton, the country singer from 
the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee, 
will be remembered for her songs that 
told beau� ful stories so honestly, such 
as Coat of Many Colours, Jolene and I 
Will Always Love You.
In a seven-decade career, Parton won 
10 Grammy awards, sold more than 
100 million records worldwide, and 
wrote in excess of 3,000 songs.
Parton took her wri� ng seriously, and 
considered herself a songwriter over 
everything else. “It’s my way of ex-
pressing myself,” she said. “It’s my 
therapy.”
She was also a savvy businesswoman 
who wasn’t afraid to make tough de-
cisions. Armed with a quick wit and 
southern charm, she took control of 
her show business career that spanned 
more than 60 years.
Dolly Rebecca Parton was born in 
1946, the fourth of 12 children, into a 
poor farming family who lived in a one 
bedroom cabin in Tennessee.
Her father, Robert Lee Parton, was a 
tobacco farmer and paid a missionary 
a sack of cornmeal for delivering her.
There was already music in the family 
- her mother, Avie Lee, sung folk songs 
all the � me and her aunt played the 
guitar and wrote songs. During some 
of Parton’s earliest performances, her 
uncle, Bill Owens, accompanied her on 
the guitar - forma� ve years for the fu-
ture music legend.
From the age of six, she sang in the lo-
cal church where her grandfather was 
the pastor, and was performing on her 
local TV sta� on by the � me she was a 
teenager.
In 1959, when she was 13 years old, 
Parton performed with Uncle Bill at 
the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville - a live 
broadcast that is regarded as country 
music’s biggest stage.
She was introduced by Johnny Cash 
and received three encores.
‘The Town Tramp’
During her teenage years, Parton be-
gan to model herself on a local char-
acter who was known as the “town 
tramp”.
The lady wore bright red nail polish, 
low-cut tops and high heels - young 
Dolly thought she was beau� ful.
When people said to her: “She ain’t 
nothing but trash”, Parton would reply: 
“Well, that’s what I’m gonna be when 
I grow up”.
Parton sang “I’m just a backwards Bar-
bie / too much make-up, too much 
hair”, but her image was both a coat 
of armour and an astute disguise that 
helped get her no� ced in show busi-
ness.
She would get ahead of the jokes by 
making them fi rst, and had a quick and 
simple response for anyone who sug-
gested she should tone it down: “Go to 
hell.”
A� er gradua� ng from high school in 

1964, she moved to Nashville to launch 
her singing career and met her future 
husband, Carl Dean, on her very fi rst 
day.
They married two years later and re-
mained together un� l his death in 
2025.
In Nashville, Parton’s singing caught 
the eye of country performer Porter 
Wagoner, who hired her to perform on 
his television programme.
Over the next seven years, the pair 
became one of country music’s most 
popular duos, releasing so many duets 
that many fans assumed they were a 
couple.
But their rela� onship was a compli-
cated one, and as Parton’s solo career 
started to rise, so did tensions behind 
the scenes.
Wri� ng in her book Star of the Show: 
My Life on Stage, Parton said Wagoner 
saw her success away from his show as 
a “threat”.
While travelling with Wagoner on a 
tour bus in 1969, Parton wrote Coat 
of Many Colours, a beau� fully emo� ve 
tale of how she grew up poor, but rich 
with love.
Scrawled on the back of one of Wagon-
er’s dry cleaning receipts, it was rated 
by Rolling Stone magazine as her sec-
ond best-ever song. Years later, Parton 
named her own children’s book Coat of 
Many Colours, and it was the name of 
a 2015 TV movie based on her life.
“It’s a song that’s just stood by me... 
it’s created a life of many colours for 
me,” she said.
‘Sad li� le country song’
Despite being unable to read sheet 
music, Parton played several instru-

ments including the banjo, harp, piano 
and saxophone.
She had her fi rst number one hit - and 
fi rst Grammy nomina� on - with the 
song Joshua in 1971 and fi nally le�  The 
Porter Wagoner Show in 1974 to con-
centrate on her solo career.
To say goodbye to him, she wrote I 
Will Always Love You, a song that many 
think is about two lovers par� ng ways.
“That’s the pre�  est song I ever heard,” 
Wagoner cried when he fi rst heard it, 
her website says.
The same year, Elvis Presley was set to 
record a cover of the song, but Parton 
pulled the deal when his manager de-
manded half of the songwri� ng rights.
She cried all night at the diffi  cult deci-
sion, and Priscilla Presley later told her 
that Elvis sang the song to her during 
their divorce.
In 1992, Whitney Houston transformed 
it into a now-iconic power ballad.
Parton said she was driving when she 
fi rst heard the cover and had to pull 
over: “When I heard her go from the a 
cappella into the music part, I honest-
ly thought I was going to have a heart 
a� ack, it was one of the most over-
whelming things.”
Houston’s cover of Parton’s “sad li� le 
country song” was one of the proudest 
moments of her life, she said.
Parton re-recorded the song for The 
best Li� le Whorehouse in Texas, a 
1982 fi lm in which she starred in and 
was nominated for a Golden Globe for 
best actress.
That other woman
Another of her most famous songs was 
released in 1974 - Jolene.
Showing her aching vulnerability, it’s 

about a bank clerk with fl aming locks 
of auburn hair who fl irted with her 
husband.
“Jolene, I’m begging of you, please 
don’t take my man,” she pleads.
Parton said her husband, who was no-
toriously private, was a bit embarrassed 
by the song. But it was nothing serious 
- just a running joke between them: 
“I was saying, ‘Hell, you’re spending a 
lot of � me at the bank. I don’t believe 
we’ve got that kind of money.’”
The song has been covered by many 
ar� sts including The White Stripes, Mi-
ley Cyrus and Beyoncé, who changed 
up to the lyrics to the more ominous: 
“I’m warning you, don’t come for my 
man.”
In the years to come, Dolly Parton’s 
success only grew, with more hits, 
nomina� ons and awards - she won 
her fi rst Grammy in 1978 for Here You 
Come Again.
Playing her acrylic nails
It was the theme song that Dolly Par-
ton wrote for the 1980 movie 9 to 5 
that fully propelled her to stardom.
Actress Jane Fonda, who produced and 
starred in the fi lm about women being 
discriminated against in the workplace, 
made a deal with Parton - she’d star 
in the fi lm if she could also write the 
theme song.
Realising her nails clicking together 
sounded like a typewriter, she wrote 9 
to 5 while wai� ng around on set. Fon-
da said she realised straight away that 
it wasn’t just a theme song - it was an 
anthem.
The fi lm was a big success at the box of-
fi ce and the song won several awards, 
including a Golden Globe.

Parton won 10 Grammy awards, sold more than 100 million records worldwide
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organiza� ons, fellow parliamentarians and 
members of the Royal Turks and Caicos Is-
lands Police Force.
Food and refreshments were largely do-
nated by residents of ED9, while local com-
panies and civic organiza� ons contributed 
drinks, prizes and other forms of support.
Minister of Innova� on, Technology and 

ED9 Back-to-School Giveaway 
Reaches More Than 700 Children

More than 700 children a� ended the an-
nual Electoral District 9 back-to-school 
giveaway at the Felix Morley Community 
Center in Five Cays on Sunday, August 23.
Now in its eighth year, the event provided 
students from kindergarten through high 
school with backpacks and age-appropri-
ate school supplies.
Hon. Rachel Marshall-Taylor, Minister of 
Educa� on, Youth, Sport and Culture and 
Member of Parliament for ED9, which 
encompasses Five Cays, South Dock and 
Chalk Sound, said organizers packed 800 
backpacks for the ini� a� ve.
Each package also included a reusable 
shopping bag for parents. Backpacks were 
set aside for residents who were away and 
unable to a� end the event.
Marshall-Taylor said she was pleased to 
see parents accompanying their children 
instead of simply sending them to collect 
the supplies.
“That made the experience a bit more 
worthwhile,” she said.
Families also enjoyed face pain� ng, bas-
ketball, soccer and ac� vi� es on the com-
munity center’s playground. Raffl  es of-
fered laptops, iPads and other electronic 
devices to help students with their school-
work. Gi�  cer� fi cates for beauty services 
and gasoline were also available to help 
families prepare for the new academic 
year.
Marshall-Taylor said the event was made 
possible through dona� ons and assistance 
from residents, businesses, community 

Energy Hon. E. Jay Saunders and Hon. 
Jameka Williams, Deputy Speaker for the 
House of Parliament, along with Adesha 
Gustave, the 2026 winner of the Miss In-
terna� onal Turks and Caicos Beauty Pag-
eant assisted with handing our of gi� s to 
the children.
Marshall-Taylor also thanked her parlia-

mentary colleagues for contribu� ng fi nan-
cially to the ini� a� ve and helping organiz-
ers increase its impact.
“I just want to say a special thank you to 
the residents of ED9 for making today’s 
event possible,” she said.
PLEASE SEE RELATED PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS 
ON PAGES 15-16

By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief 

A section of the massive turnout at the Felix Morley Community Centre in Five Cays, where the Member of Parliament Hon. Rachel Marshall-Taylor hosted the Back-to -School Treat on Sunday, August 23.
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At least 47 people were killed and 
more than 50 others kidnapped 
when armed men a� acked a 
once-peaceful community near 
Hai� ’s capital earlier this week, 
the United Na� ons said Tuesday.
It is believed to be one of the larg-
est mass kidnappings in Hai�  in 
recent years, and one gang lead-
er is threatening to kill the hos-
tages if authori� es kill any gang 
members as they try to secure 
the community nestled in the hills 
above Port-au-Prince.
Sunday’s a� ack on Kenscoff  
pierced the belief that security in 
the troubled Caribbean country 
was improving.
“This is a major poli� cal and secu-
rity test, for the government, for 
the police and for the interna� on-
al mission,” said Romain Le Cour, 
head of the Hai�  Observatory at 
the Global Ini� a� ve Against Trans-
na� onal Organized Crime.
He said the threat of execu� ng 
hostages is a trap: If forces don’t 
act, they’ve failed to protect 

them; if they do and hostages die, 
the gangs will blame the state.
Kenscoff  resident Marc Paul, 42, 
said gangs kidnapped his brother, 
stepmother, stepfather and two 
cousins.
He said his 16-year-old niece also 
was kidnapped and raped but was 

able to escape and has reunited 
with him.
“I had to run over bodies,” he said 
as he recalled how he fl ed the 
a� ack. “I can’t sleep knowing all 
these people died.”
Paul and his family had already 
lost their home to a previous gang 

a� ack in January 2025, but he 
said it was not as violent as Sun-
day’s a� ack. Paul was upset about 
the video the gangs posted: “My 
brother is probably going to die.”
In a video posted on social media, 
the gang leader threatened Vlad-
imir Paraison, director of Hai� ’s 
Na� onal Police.
“Paraison, if any of our soldiers 
are hurt, I will kill all of them,” he 
said, referring to the hostages.
The gang member iden� fi ed him-
self as Izo 2, a reference to Izo, 
or Johnson André, one of Hai� ’s 
most powerful gang leaders.
Le Cour said Izo 2 is also known as 
“Didi” and leads the armed group 
in Kenscoff  on behalf of and in 
coordina� on with Izo and other 
gang leaders.
Kenson Paul, the 17-year-old 
nephew of Marc Paul, said he 
managed to escape the a� ackers.
“They have not called us to let us 
know what they want,” he said of 
the gang. “I worry for my family’s 
life.”

More than 50 kidnapped as Violent 
Gang Attack in Haiti leaves 47 Dead

Residents try to fl ip over a car to bloc a street as they protest for police intervention after  deadly gang attacks in Kenscoff  neighbourhood of Port-Au-Prince , Haiti, Monday, August 24, 2026

People watch as the bodies of their loved ones who were killed in a gang attack are carried away by undertak-
ers in the Kenscoff  neighborhood of Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, August 24, 2026
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Panama Canal to Cap Daily Transits, Anticipating Severe El Niño
The Panama Canal  Authority will cap 
daily transits as of early September as 
it gears up for a longer-than-usual El 
Niño season expected to reduce wa-
ter levels, it said on Thursday, walking 
back a previous pledge to not limit 
vessel passage.
Under the new measures, the canal 
will limit daily transits as of September 
4 to 34 vessels, and reduce the num-
ber to 32 as of September 15.
The canal had registered an average of 
35 daily transits through June �2026, 
corresponding to vessel demand, 
with the capacity to handle around 40 
crossings per day.
In May, canal authori� es told Reuters 
that the waterway was not planning 
vessel passage restric� ons this year, 
and had already been taking water 
conserva� on measures since 2025.
According to an advisory issued Thurs-
day, daily capacity as of September 4 
at the canal’s Neopanamax locks will 
be capped at nine slots, while capacity 
at the older Panamax locks will be lim-
ited to 25 slots.
As of September 15, capacity at the 
Panamax locks will be further reduced 

to 23 slots.
The canal authority had previously 
� ghtened dra�  limits several � mes as 
part of its water management strate-
gy.
The authority also disclosed that rain-

fall from May through August was 34% 
below the  historical �average, while 
watershed infl ows plummeted 44% 
below normal.
It warned that the an� cipated severity 
of the 2026-2027 El Niño event could 

further reduce precipita� on, threaten-
ing the long-term sustainability of the 
waterway and local water supplies.
Addi� onally, the authority is postpon-
ing previously scheduled reduc� ons to 
maximum authorized dra� s. A planned 
adjustment to 14.63 meters (48.0 feet) 
in the Neopanamax locks was delayed 
un� l September 2, while a subsequent 
move to 14.48 �meters (47.5 feet) was 
pushed back to October 1.
Dra�  is the depth of water a ship 
needs to fl oat safely; a lower dra�  lim-
it means vessels may have to carry less 
cargo in order to pass through the ca-
nal.
Panama Canal administrator Ricaurte 
Vasquez said El �Niño this year could 
last much longer than before, requir-
ing the canal to limit transit capacity, 
as it did during a drought in 2023 and 
2024, in addi� on to imposing dra�  re-
stric� ons.
“The experience of 2023 and 2024 has 
prepared us �well for what we know 
and has given us the discipline to deal 
with what we do not know. The canal 
does not improvise,” Vasquez said on 
Wednesday at a business event.

US set for Largest Mass 
Visa Revocation in 
History, Targeting up to 
200,000 Foreigners
The Trump administra� on is preparing to 
revoke the visas of up to 200,000 foreign-
ers who have applied for or are currently 
seeking asylum status in the United States.
The Trump administra� on is preparing to 
revoke the business and tourism visas of up 
to 200,000 foreigners who have applied for 
or are currently seeking asylum status in 
the United States. If it happens, the move 
would be the largest single mass revoca-
� on of visas in U.S. history and would likely 
face legal challenges.
Unless challenged or revised, the State De-
partment is expected to announce in the 
coming weeks the revoca� on of so-called 
B1 and B2 visas issued between 2016 and 
2026 whose holders have sought asylum or 
are now seeking asylum, according to State 
Department documents obtained by The 
Associated Press and two U.S. offi  cials. The 
ac� on will be taken in coordina� on with 
the Department of Homeland Security.
“We are coordina� ng with DHS to iden� -
fy and revoke the nonimmigrant visas of 
foreigners who have come to the United 
States claiming to be short-term visitors, 
but then fi le for asylum to stay here perma-
nently,” said State Department spokesman 
Tommy Pigo� .
He declined to comment on the number 

of visas that might be revoked, saying “as 
the process will be ongoing, the number of 
revoca� ons remains dynamic and will be 
done on a rolling basis.”
The revoca� ons would not necessarily re-
sult in their immediate deporta� on, the of-
fi cials said. Most of those with asylum cases 
currently pending would be recategorized 
but would lose their status as business or 
tourism travelers, according to the offi  cials, 
who spoke on condi� on of anonymity be-
cause the revoca� ons are not fi nal yet.
Since President Donald Trump took offi  ce 
for his second term last year, his adminis-
tra� on has steadily ramped up restric� ons 
on visa applicants — demanding more 
informa� on about their social media his-
tories, requiring the pos� ng of expensive 
bonds for the processing of visas, and out-
right banning the issuance of visas to ci� -
zens of certain countries.
In a social media post on Monday, Depu-
ty Secretary of State Christopher Landau 
called out people who he said try to use 
tourist and business visas to get into the 
United States and then apply for asylum.
“People in the US and all over the world 
are fed up with bogus asylum claims,” Lan-
dau wrote on X. “Asylum isn’t supposed to 
be a loophole to circumvent immigra� on 

law.” Landau cited the case of a Colombian 
ci� zen who came to the U.S. in 2015 on a 
tourist visa and then applied for asylum.
B1 visas are generally issued for business 
trips and B2 visas are generally issued for 
tourism, family visits or medical care. It was 
not immediately clear from the documents 
or the offi  cials how many of these visa 
holders are seeking or have sought asylum 
in the United States and would be aff ected 
by the revoca� ons.
Current applicants for B1 and B2 visas are 
asked to affi  rm that they will not apply for 
asylum in the United States and prove that 
they intend to return to their home coun-
tries.
In the past 18 months, the State Depart-
ment has revoked about 175,000 visas for 
people who have been convicted or ac-
cused of crimes ranging from drunken driv-

ing to rape and robbery, as well as for peo-
ple who have spoken out publicly against 
U.S. policies, par� cularly in the Middle 
East.
The administra� on has also moved to crack 
down on so-called birth tourism, a prac� ce 
the administra� on claims is used by foreign 
pregnant women to come to the United 
States to give birth so that their child will 
benefi t from birthright ci� zenship. Trump 
has tried several � mes to end birthright cit-
izenship, but those challenges have been 
rejected by courts, including the Supreme 
Court.
The State Department documents obtained 
by the AP suggest screening of current B1 
and B2 visa holders began a� er the State 
Department received informa� on about 
asylum requests from the U.S. Ci� zenship 
and Immigra� on Services.

President Donald Trump walks past Secretary of State Marco Rubio as he arrives for a roundtable on the Amer-
ican mining industry, Friday, Aug. 7, 2026, at the State Department in Washington.

A drone view shows the Bahamas-fl agged LNG tanker Nohshu Maru sailing through the Panama Canal, in 
Panama City, Panama, March 24, 2026.
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Infantino Attends CFU Meeting despite 
Concacaf objection

FIFA President Gianni Infan� no has 
reportedly angered Concacaf Presi-
dent Victor Montagliani by a� ending 
a Caribbean Football Union (CFU) 
mee� ng at the weekend.
According to reports, mul� ple sourc-
es at the CFU mee� ng said several 
Concacaf members were infuriated 
by Infan� no’s ac� ons, par� cularly 
because he had been asked by the 
confedera� on’s president to stay 
away.
Infan� no allegedly announced FI-
FA-funded development projects for 
the region worth millions of dollars 
that had been delayed for months.
In a le� er addressed to Infan� no on 
Friday, Montagliani asked him not to 
a� end the CFU Challenge Series in 
the Dominican Republic, although 
the correspondence made no men-
� on of the mee� ng itself.
According to Montagliani, Infan� no’s 
presence would shi�  a� en� on away 
from the regional Under-14 tour-
nament being staged alongside the 
mee� ng.
“I believe that considering the gov-

ernance crisis surrounding FIFA as a 
result of your controversial FIFA For-
ward Enterprise proposal, the media 
will focus on this situa� on, which will 
unfortunately signifi cantly take away 
from the technical nature of the CFU 

youth compe� � on,” the le� er, which 
was obtained by mul� ple media out-
lets, stated.
“As such, I respec� ully ask you in the 
name of football to reconsider your 
a� endance as it will unfortunately 

undermine the technical nature of 
this important youth development 
ac� vity.”
Despite the request, Infan� no is un-
derstood to have arrived at the Punta 
Cana resort with a large FIFA delega-
� on that included Secretary General 
Ma�  as Grafström and Elkhan Mam-
madov, a close ally responsible for 
maintaining rela� ons with FIFA’s 211 
member associa� ons in his role as 
director of member associa� ons.
The FIFA president has also come 
under pressure from other football 
leaders, with Montagliani joining his 
counterparts from European govern-
ing body UEFA and the Asian Football 
Confedera� on in calling for a re-eval-
ua� on of FIFA’s current leadership, 
saying their trust had been “broken 
through decep� on”.
The cri� cism followed Infan� no’s ad-
vancement of the FIFA Forward En-
terprise proposal, which would allow 
private investment in the World Cup, 
including the sale of shares to invest-
ment group Thrive Eternal, founded 
by Josh Kushner.

Chinese Humanoid 
Robot sets new 
100-meter Sprint 
Record in 8.86 sec 
at Beijing Games
A Chinese humanoid robot set a 
new 100-meter sprint record of 
8.86 seconds in Beijing on Tues-
day, bea� ng its robot compe� tors 
– and the fastest recorded human 
� me.
The race was part of China’s World 
Humanoid Robot Games, an Olym-
pic-style compe� � on now in its 
second year in Beijing. The event 
is also a showcase for China’s rapid 

advances in robo� cs amid an in-
tensifying technology rivalry with 
the United States.
The previous robot record of 9.39 
seconds had been set just three 
days earlier, on Saturday.
For comparison, the men’s 
100-meter world record is 9.58 
seconds, set by Jamaican sprinter 
Usain Bolt in 2009.
The record-breaking robot fell 

a� er crossing the fi nish line and 
crashing into a padded barrier, 
with sparks fl ying from its waist.
The Games feature over 1,300 
compe� � ons and include more 
than 2,000 robots in 51 events like 
running, long jump and table ten-
nis, as well as ballroom dancing.
Unlike the tradi� onal Olympics, 
the robots also compete in teams 
in real-world scenarios, including 

household tasks, hotel services 
and emergency response.
“’Housekeeper’ and ‘caregiver’ 
robots are s� ll in the pilot and 
valida� on phase,” China’s offi  cial 
newspaper People’s Daily said on 
Monday, “(but) challenges are 
precisely where the focus of de-
velopment lies … China’s robo� cs 
industry is evolving toward higher 
quality and innova� on.”

Offi  cials extinguish the fi re to a Humanoid robot after hitting the barrier at the end of the 100m race during the 
World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing, China, on Tuesday.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino
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Jamaica were dethroned as kings of 
the Caribbean Football Union (CFU) 
Under-14 Boys Tier 1 Challenge Se-
ries on Sunday a� er they were out-
played and beaten 4-0 by Hai�  in 
the fi nal played at Cap Cana, Punta 
Cana in the Dominican Republic.
Wensley Dumorne scored twice 
early in the second half to take 
the game away from Jamaica, who 
trailed 1-0 at half-� me and were 
losing for the fi rst � me in two trips 
to the compe� � on.
It was the fi rst � me Jamaica had 
conceded a goal in the tournament 
a� er winning their previous four 
games by an 8-0 aggregate, includ-
ing a 1-0 win over Bermuda in Fri-
day’s semi-fi nal.
Hai�  went into the fi nal as favour-
ites a� er dismantling hosts Domini-
can Republic 6-1 in their semi-fi nal.
A� er domina� ng early, Hai�  were 
rewarded when Jodeley Sheeck Del-
mas opened the scoring in the 28th 
minute.
Dumorne doubled the lead in the 
39th minute and then completed 
his brace in the 47th minute be-
fore Ronelson Pele Janvier added a 
fourth in the 59th minute.

World Champion Oblique Seville 
says his men’s 100m victory at the 
Wanda Diamond League mee� ng 
in Silesia, Poland, on Sunday, sets 
him up well for the remainder of 
the season.
The Jamaican ran a meet record 
9.83 seconds (1.4m/s) during the 
Kamila Skolimowska Memorial, 
eff ec� vely securing his place in 
the Diamond League fi nal set for 
Brussells, Belgium, in two weeks.

Kenny Bednarek ran a season’s 
best 9.87 for second and fellow 
American Chris� an Coleman was 
third in 9.93. Jamaican Ackeem 
Blake ran 10.26 in his fi rst-round 
race and failed to advance.
Seville, 25, said he is also eyeing 
success at the fi rst-ever Ul� mate 
Championships set for Budapest, 
Hungary, in mid-September.
“I am in pre� y good shape and I 
feel pre� y good about the win. I 

am in great shape for the Ul� mate 
Championships. The victory feels 
nice — especially as I ran close to 
my personal best — and I am just 
having fun,” he said.
A� er placing second at the Lon-
don Diamond League last month, 
he qualifi ed for Sunday’s fi nal af-
ter running 9.90 (1.9m/s) in the 
preliminaries. He then broke the 
meet record of 9.87 that was held 

jointly by three men, including 
compatriot Kishane Thompson.
“There are great things ahead of 
me,” Seville said. “Many sprinters 
ran under 10s, that is really spe-
cial. For the rest of the season I 
would like to keep winning, and 
the next win should be in Brus-
sels.”

Haiti are CFU U-14 Boys Champs

Seville Thrilled 
with Diamond 
League win in 
Poland Jamaica’s Oblique Seville (centre) races to victory in the men’s 100m event, fi nishing ahead of Kenneth 

Bednarek (left) of the United States and Andre de Grasse of Canada at the Silesia Diamond League athletics 
meeting in Katowice, Poland, on Sunday.

The Haitian Under 14 Boys celebrate winning the championship
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The Salt Rakers Aqua� c Club will 
host its second annual Mini-Tri-
athlon on Saturday, October 31, 
2026, beginning at 8 a.m. at The 
Bight Park in Grace Bay.
The community spor� ng event 
will bring together swimmers, 
cyclists and runners across four 
age divisions: 9–10, 11–15, 16–
18, and 19 and older. Beginners, 
experienced athletes and relay 
teams are invited to par� cipate.
Compe� tors ages 9–10 will com-
plete a 1-kilometre swim, 1-ki-
lometre bicycle ride and 1-kilo-
metre run. Distances increase to 
1.5 kilometres in each discipline 
for athletes ages 11–15, two kilo-
metres for those ages 16–18, and 
2.5 kilometres for adults.
Registra� on op� ons include in-
dividual par� cipa� on, two- and 
three-person relay teams, and 
group teams. The listed team en-
try fee is $100, while the individu-
al registra� on fee is not specifi ed 
on the registra� on form.
Organizers are also encouraging 

residents to a� end and cheer on 
the compe� tors as they test their 
endurance in the three-discipline 
event.
Par� cipants must submit a com-

pleted registra� on form, pay-
ment confi rma� on, emergency 
contact and medical informa� on, 
and a signed liability waiver. A 
parent or guardian must sign for 

compe� tors younger than 18.
For registra� on details, contact 
the Salt Rakers Aqua� c Club at 
saltrakers@gmail.com or call or 
WhatsApp (649) 241-1272.

Salt Rakers Aquatic Club to Host 
Second Annual Mini-Triathlon

By Vivian Tyson NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

By Vivian Tyson  NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief 

Felix Morley Community Center Expands Sporting 
Opportunities in Five Cays

Residents of Five Cays and sur-
rounding communi� es have 
access to a growing range of 
spor� ng and recrea� onal op-
portuni� es at the Felix Morley 
Community Center.
The center off ers ac� vi� es in-
cluding basketball, soccer, box-
ing, karate and Zumba as part 
of an eff ort to encourage ac-
� ve lifestyles and provide a safe 
environment for children and 
adults.
Hon. Rachel Marshall-Taylor, 
Minister of Educa� on, Youth, 
Sport and Culture and Mem-

ber of Parliament for Five Cays, 
South Dock and Chalk Sound, 
highlighted the programs during 
the ED9 back-to-school give-
away on Sunday, August 23.
Marshall-Taylor said improve-
ments to the property have 
reduced the need to bring in 
temporary a� rac� ons for com-
munity events.
“We didn’t really need the boun-
cy castles this � me because we 
have built out our basketball 
court,” she said.
A soccer pitch was added this 
year, while the center also has 
a playground for younger chil-
dren. Marshall-Taylor said the 

aim is to con� nue strengthen-
ing the facili� es and making the 
area a safer and more welcom-
ing community space.
The center’s spor� ng ac� vi� es 
provide children with opportu-
ni� es to exercise, develop new 
skills and par� cipate in struc-
tured programs outside school 
hours. Adults can also take part 
in ac� vi� es such as Zumba.
In addi� on to sports and recre-
a� on, the Felix Morley Commu-
nity Center off ers computer and 
music classes, homework as-
sistance and other educa� onal 
programs.
Marshall-Taylor said families at-

tending the back-to-school give-
away were encouraged to learn 
about the year-round opportu-
ni� es available at the center.
“It’s important for us to ensure 
that the parents not only come 
here for the experience of the 
back-to-school event, but also 
learn of ac� vi� es that they can 
enroll their children in upon the 
commencement of school,” she 
said.
The Felix Morley Community 
Center is open from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m., and parents may visit 
during those hours to register 
their children for available pro-
grams.
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Provo to Host Six Nations League 
Return Games

 Providenciales will take centre 
stage when the Concacaf Na-
� ons League returns, hos� ng all 
six League C Group A matches 
at the TCIFA Na� onal Academy 
from September 23 to October 
6, with the Turks and Caicos 
Islands facing Montserrat and 
the Bri� sh Virgin Islands twice 
each.
The two-week football show-
case will open on Wednesday, 
September 23, when the Turks 
and Caicos Islands meet Mont-
serrat at 3 p.m.
Montserrat will then face the 
Bri� sh Virgin Islands on Satur-
day, September 26, before the 
Bri� sh Virgin Islands and Turks 
and Caicos clash on Tuesday, 
September 29.
The ac� on will con� nue in Oc-
tober with the Bri� sh Virgin 
Islands playing Montserrat on 
Thursday, October 1. Turks and 
Caicos will return to the fi eld 
against the Bri� sh Virgin Islands 
on Sunday, October 4, before 
closing the group stage against 
Montserrat on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6.
All six matches are scheduled to 
kick off  at 3 p.m. at the TCIFA 
Na� onal Academy.
Group A fi xtures
Date Match Time
September 23  Turks and Caicos 
Islands vs Montserrat 3 p.m.
September 26  Montserrat vs 
Bri� sh Virgin Islands 3 p.m.
September 29 Bri� sh Virgin 
Islands vs Turks and Caicos Is-
lands 3 p.m.
October 1  Bri� sh Virgin Islands 
vs Montserrat  3 p.m.
October 4 Turks and Caicos Is-
lands vs Bri� sh Virgin Islands 3 
p.m.
October 6 Montserrat vs Turks 

and Caicos Islands 3 p.m.
The Turks and Caicos Islands 
Football Associa� on is promot-
ing the event as “six matches, 
two weeks” and an unforge� a-
ble experience for local football 
supporters.
The centralized format means 
the territory will host the en-
� re Group A schedule, giving 
residents the opportunity to 
watch six senior interna� onal 
matches while allowing the na-
� onal team to contest all four 
of its group fi xtures on familiar 
ground.
Every point will be cri� cal. 

League C consists of nine teams 
divided into three groups of 
three, with each country play-
ing its two group opponents 
twice. The three group winners 
and the best second-placed 
team will qualify for the League 
C Championship, scheduled for 
March 2027.
In Group B, An� gua and Barbu-
da will host Aruba and Anguilla 
at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium. 
Group C, featuring Saint Mar-
� n, the Bahamas and the US 
Virgin Islands, will be staged at 
Bethlehem Soccer Complex in 
St. Croix.

The Group B and C matches will 
be played on the same dates as 
the Providenciales series: Sep-
tember 23, 26 and 29, followed 
by October 1, 4 and 6.
The 2026/27 compe� � on is the 
fi � h edi� on of the Concacaf 
Na� ons League and features 
na� onal teams across Leagues 
A, B and C. Concacaf has sched-
uled 74 group-stage matches 
throughout the region during 
the September-October win-
dow.
League A includes Costa Rica, 
Jamaica, Honduras, Guatema-
la, Hai� , Trinidad and Tobago, 
Curaçao, Nicaragua, the Domin-
ican Republic, Suriname, Mar� -
nique and El Salvador. Mexico, 
the United States, Canada and 
Panama have received direct 
entry into the November quar-
terfi nals.
League B comprises 16 coun-
tries divided into four groups. 
Those teams will play during 
the September-October win-
dow and again from November 
9–17, with each group win-
ner advancing to the League B 
Championship.
The compe� � on will also play 
a role in determining qualifi ca-
� on for the 2027 Concacaf Gold 
Cup.
For Turks and Caicos, howev-
er, the immediate task is to 
make home advantage count. 
Four important matches—and 
a possible place in the League 
C Championship—await the 
na� onal team as interna� onal 
football returns to Providencia-
les.
Local supporters will have their 
fi rst opportunity to rally behind 
the team on September 23, 
when Turks and Caicos opens 
its campaign against Montser-
rat.

SPORTS

By Vivian Tyson, NEWSLINE Editor-In-Chief

File...TCI football


