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The annual pledge drive to raise funds for the 2027 budget begins in early 
October. With your support, we can continue to have a powerful, positive 
impact in a world that needs more love and hope.

Together, as a congregation, we support our ministries and our community 
in hundreds of ways, bringing to life our mission to increase the love of God 
and neighbor.

Watch your mailbox in early October for full information about how you 
can be a part of supporting First-Plymouth’s worship services, music ministry, 
Christian education for children and youth, and community outreach to serve 
those in need, including Hope House.

When you make a pledge of financial support of any size for the 2027 
budget, you help bring love and hope to life for thousands each and every day.

Thank you for being a part of this wonderful church and all that we are 
accomplishing to make the world more loving, hopeful and peaceful.
 
Bill Etmund, Chair
First-Plymouth Board of Trustees

Give Love. Give Hope.
Pledge drive to begin October 3

Sun Sept 27, Oct 4, Oct 11
Sermon Series at 11:57am
With special musical guests 
Emily Bass and friends
Religion can bring out our very best—and 
sometimes our very worst. It can offer hope 
and belonging, but it can also divide, exclude, 
shame, and do real harm. In this series,  Dr. 
Jim Keck and Pastor Juan Carlos Huertas 
explore some of the ways religion gets it 
wrong—and ask what faithful, healthy religion 
might look like instead.

Give Love. Give Hope.
Love. First-Plymouth

What Does it Mean? 
Big Words.
Bigger Questions.
Theology on Tap 
with Pastor Juan Carlos Huertas
Mon Sept 14, Oct 12, Nov 16, 
6:30-7:30pm, New! Ironhorse 
Bar & Event Room (728 Q St)

We hear them, we repeat them, 
we think we might understand 
them, do we? This Fall and 
Spring at Theology on Tap with 
Pastor JC, we dig into churchy 
words, their history, the ideas 
they are trying to convey, and 
what they might mean for us 
today. Join us!

Questions

https://www.firstplymouth.org/
https://www.instagram.com/first_plymouth/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPlymouthChurch
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstPVideo


Are you or someone you 
know experiencing the 
loss of a pet?
FP Animal Ministry is offering 
a Pet Memorial Service on 
Sunday, Sept 6, at 1:00pm 
in the chapel. It is open to 
anyone and is a brief service 
of poems and prayers to help 
ease the loss. Feel free to 
bring a photo and thoughts 
you might like to share of this 
special animal.

There are 302,400 minutes in September . . . 
      Spend thirty minutes to be still, 
                exhale and rest in silence and song.

Sunday, September 13 - 7:00-7:30pm, Sanctuary. 
Ancient Worship for the modern soul.

Pre-Compline Series:  
Peaceful Presence: Finding Calm, Connection, 
and Rest in the Middle of Real Life
Sept 13, 6:00-7:00pm, Chapel. Led by Faith Lauterbach, Real Life Wellness Coaching

Explore how stress affects the mind, 
body, and spirit while practicing simple 
ways to respond with greater peace and 
intention.

Through grounding, intentional 
breathing, prayerful reflection, and 
journaling, participants will slow 
down, reconnect with God’s presence, 
and create a personalized Peaceful Presence Plan to help return to calm, 
connection, and rest when life feels overwhelming.

Compline

First-Plymouth Presents

The Put Down!
For all time one group of Christians will say that other groups are “not really Christian” It is an effective put 
down because it is sharply painful for those seeking to follow Jesus. First-Plymouth has historically received 
this PUT DOWN because of our work for women’s rights, LGBTQIA+ equality, and our respect of other 
religions. With an attempt to not return any unkindness, Dr. Keck will dissect the nature of these put downs. 

Live music from singer-songwriter Emily Bass
Sunday, September 20, 6:00pm (Doors open at 5:30pm) 
The Talon Room (230 N. 12th St). Grab a soda or beer (available for purchase) 
Parking garage located across the street

Attend the 
Ministry Fair 
Stop by the Ministry Fair 
on Sun. Sept. 20, between 
services (9:30am-Noon) in 
the courtyard. Learn how 
you can get involved, 
find a place to connect, 
or simply explore what’s 
happening around 
the church!

Tracing the History of Fundamentalists calling First-Plymouth names



Wednesday Night Live
A New Midweek Tradition
New worship service – New schedule - New groups – and more!

Life doesn’t always leave room for Sunday mornings -- work, travel, sports, or 
other commitments. That’s why we’re creating a new opportunity to gather as 
a church family in the middle of the week.

Join us each week for a joyful, intergenerational worship service where families 
can worship together. Children and youth will also take part through music, special moments from 
their Wednesday programs, making this a meaningful experience for all ages.

Whether Wednesday becomes your family’s primary worship service or simply another 
opportunity to reconnect with God and your church family, everyone is welcome. Families, couples, 
singles, young adults, retirees—this service is for anyone seeking a meaningful midweek pause.

Wednesday Night Worship
5:30-6:00pm Sanctuary

Schedule
4:45-5:30pm 
Dinner – by Greggo’s 
in Pilgrim Hall, $5 
suggested donation. 
As supplies last.

MENU

5:30-6:00pm 
Worship, Sanctuary

5:45-7:15pm
•	Children’s Choir and 

Worship Arts  
(K-5th gr)

•	FP Littles (3-5 years)

6:00-7:15pm
•	Adult Programs 
•	6th Grade Youth 

Group *Ends at 
7:30pm”

•	Confirmation (7th & 
8th grade) *Ends at 
7:30pm.

7:15pm 
Plymouth Choir  
Rehearsal

FP Kids Children’s Choir and Worship Arts 
Our first Worship Arts rotation will feature choir, handbells, and drumming. Preschool 
childcare is also available for ages 3–5.

6th Grade Youth Group – New!
Discovering God’s story and finding our place in it.

7th-8th Confirmation Youth Group 
Building a foundation of faith and discovering what we believe. It’s not too late to sign-up, 
email Tori@firstplymouth.org

Religious Ethics of War 
Sept 2, 6:00-7:15pm, Pilgrim Hall. Led by Dr. Laura Alexander, Director, 
Goldstein Center for Human Rights; and Associate Professor, Univ of 
Nebraska-Omaha 
Dr. Alexander will speak about the tradition of thought known as 
“just war,” which provides a moral foundation for understanding the 
ethics of going to war and fighting during war. She will discuss how 
Christian moral thought has influenced international law regarding 
the ethics of war and will also briefly describe rules about war in the Jewish and Islamic 
traditions. The talk will conclude by considering how the rules of war might apply to 
contemporary conflicts and new technologies.

Adult Programs   Contact Addie Vortherms, Program Director, addie@firstplymouth.org 

https://www.firstplymouth.org/wnlmenu
mailto:addie@firstplymouth.org


Wednesday Night Live Continued . . .

Carillon & Bell Tower Tour 
Sept 9, 6:00pm. Led by Kathie Johnson, Carillonneur 
Meet in the back of the Sanctuary. For ages 10 and up. 
Must be able to climb numerous steps and a small ladder. 

Purposeful, Passionate, Personal Prayers 
Strengthening your faith with a deeper relationship with God 
through prayer 
Sept 16, 6:00pm, Pilgrim Hall. Led by 
Pastor KJ Langlais 
Explore prayer as a meaningful, 
personal practice—not just something 
we do, but a way we deepen our 
relationship with God. Together, we’ll 
discover practical ways to make prayer 
a more purposeful and sustaining part of everyday life.

Parent Connect: Finding Your People 
Sept 16, 6:00, Art Room 
Parents are looking for community—people to laugh with, 
lean on, and do life alongside. This month, we’ll hear from 
parents who experienced that connection through First-
Plymouth’s former Tower Groups (parent groups who 
gathered outside of church for dinners, playdates, and 
date nights) and explore ways to create those meaningful 
friendships again. Come ready to connect, share ideas, and 
maybe find your people!

Putting ME in Time 
Sept 23, 6:00pm, Art Room. Led by Margaret Rickers 
We all have the same 24 hours in a day, yet so often we 
feel hurried, stressed—or even bored. Together, we’ll 
identify common time-wasters, discover what we value 
most, and consider how those priorities can guide the way 
we spend our time.

Yoga  
Wednesdays, 6:00pm, Chapel. Free. Led by Jessica Jewell
All ages and abilities including beginners are welcome. 
Bring your yoga mat.

Become a Part of First-Plymouth 
Sept 30, 6:00pm, Art Room. Led by Dr. Jim Keck. Learn what 
it means to become a member of the church. RSVP to 
julie@firstplymouth.org.

Hope House Presents 

What We Have Learned 
in Our First Year 
Sept 9, 6:00pm, Pilgrim Hall. 
Moderated by Pastor Juan 
Carlos. 
Join Pastor JC & Hope 
House Navigators as they 
tell us about the first 
year of the Hope House, 
the top needs in our 
neighborhood, and give us 
a glimpse into what is coming next.

Deconstructing Christianity
Sept 23 & 30, 6:00pm, Pilgrim Hall.
Led by Rev. Juan Carlos Huertas.
“Deconstruction is a liberating process of surveying all the elements 
of one’s faith in order to decide which to keep, which to reimagine, 
and which to completely throw away. As we mature in our faith, we 
come across parts of Christianity that don’t fit with our developing 
worldview, and this fractures our belief.” -The Deconstructionists 
Playbook: An Anthology. 

As someone who grew up in an evangelical tradition, Pastor JC, 
invites you to join him as we begin a conversation about how to 
reconstruct a more liberative, evolving, and loving way of being 
Christian.



Circle 3 
Women’s Book Club Begins
Sept 9 - May 12, 10:00 – 11:30am, 
(2nd Wed of the month), Pilgrim Hall. 
Led by Pastor KJ Langlais. 
Email kj@firstplymouth.org for 
info. 
This year, we will dive into 
“The Book of Longings,” an 
extraordinary story set in the 
first century about a woman 
who finds her voice and 
her destiny. Books will be 
available at the first gathering 
for a suggested $12.00.

“I so look forward to getting to 
know more women this year 
as we have lively discussions, learning, and growing together. 
Many women express ‘joy’ when they describe this group!”
-- Pastor KJ

Grief Support 
•	 2nd Friday (Sept 11) 3:00pm, Calvert Parlor. Group led.
•	 Tues. Oct 20, 6:00pm, Tower room. Led by Lisa 

Borchardt, NWU. Email addie@firstplymouth.org to 
register.

Join a Welcome Team
Help create a warm, welcoming experience for everyone 
who comes to worship. Welcome Teams serve one month 
each quarter, making this an easy and meaningful way to 
volunteer. Email lana@firstplymouth.org to learn more.

Academic Bible Study
Moral Injury in the Bible
Sundays, Sept 13, 20, & 27, 11:30am, Tower Room. 
Led by Dr. Leah Cech
Moral injury has gained 
more attention as an area of 
exploration within biblical 
studies. Defined as harm 
caused to an individual when 
witnessing events or acting 
in ways that go against one’s 
core moral beliefs. There are 
some biblical figures who are 
identified as moral injury sufferers, and we will consider 
their stories together.

Brunch @ FP South
2nd Sundays of each Month
Brunch @ FP South brings us 
together around the table for 
good food, good company, 
and a different activity each 
month. It’s a chance to deepen 
friendships, meet someone 
new, and discover new ways to 
connect with our community 
and one another.  
•	 Sept 13 

HOMECOMING. Brunch 
and a BOUNCE HOUSE! 
Stay tuned.

Confirmation 
Crash Course
1st Sunday of the month, 10:30 - 11:30am at FP South 
Led by Tori Malizzi, Youth Director 
(tori@firstplymouth.org) 
 
Confirmation isn’t just for kids, and it’s never too late 
to ask the questions you missed the first time around! 
Confirmation Crash Course is a relaxed and discussion-
based class for teens who have missed a Confirmation 
session at the main campus, and for all adults who are 
curious about the faith, theology, and traditions we explore 
in Confirmation. 
 
Expect conversation, plenty of questions, and 
absolutely no tests. 
 
Upcoming Dates
Sept 13 *
Oct 4
Nov 1
Dec 6
Jan 10 *

*indicates an alternate date due to holiday adjustments

Feb 7
Mar 7
Apr 4
May 2
Confirmation Service - May 9

FP South
Sundays, 9:30am at Roper and 
Sons South Chapel (3950 Hohensee Dr)

mailto:kj@firstplymouth.org
mailto:lana@firstplymouth.org


For nearly eight years, Ron 
Ramsey has found joy in 
helping others through 
First-Plymouth’s monthly 
food distribution, a 
partnership with the Food 
Bank of Lincoln that now 
serves as many as 800 
families each month.

On the first Saturday 
of every month, a long 
line of cars winds through 
First-Plymouth’s east 
parking lot. Volunteers 
unload food from 
pallets and place it 
directly into open 
trunks—or gently hand 
a dozen eggs through 
a car window into 
waiting hands.

Many of the 
families served live 
in the First-Plymouth 
neighborhood. Some 
arrive in cars that also 
serve as their homes, 
while others walk from 
nearby with carts or 
wagons.

Ron has coordinated 
the volunteers for 
nearly eight years, 
watching participation grow 
from about 40 families 
at the first distribution in 
January 2019 to a line that 
sometimes stretches down 
21st Street nearly to O 
Street.

Distribution Saturdays 
begin with the arrival of 
one or two refrigerated 
Food Bank trucks and the 

First-Plymouth Partners with Food Bank to Feed Thousands

unloading of pallets of 
available food. Volunteers 
organize the pallets into two 
lanes, with teams assigned 
to make sure each car 
receives the available items. 
Drive-through distribution 
runs from 8:45 to 11 a.m., 
with walk-up distribution 
beginning at 10 a.m.

The need has grown 
significantly, particularly 

since the COVID-19 
pandemic and the reduction 
of federal food assistance 
through SNAP benefits. 
With more than 90 
volunteers on its roster, 
First-Plymouth is now 
the second-largest Food 
Bank distribution site in 
the Southeast Nebraska 
network, behind the Food 

Bank’s headquarters.
The ministry began 

when Ron was serving 
on the Board of Christian 
Outreach. Along with Ray 
Zeisset, Lowell Nickolaus, 
their spouses and others, 
he explored how a monthly 
food distribution could 
be established at First-
Plymouth. Ron soon took on 
the leadership role.

His years of service at 
First-Plymouth extend 
well beyond the food 
distribution. He has been an 
usher for 30 years, served as 
a deacon for nine years and 
participated in a mission trip 
to Guatemala with a church 
group that included his wife 
and daughter.

Now Ron is stepping 

down as volunteer 
coordinator and handing 
the responsibility to John 
Reinhardt. The two have 
worked closely together 
to keep the monthly 
distribution running like a 
well-oiled machine.

John, a retired faculty 
member from the 
University of Nebraska 
Medical Center’s College 

of Dentistry, has also 
devoted years to 
serving others. He 
has served as a First-
Plymouth trustee, 
served on the board of 
Lincoln’s Community 
Health Endowment 
and currently 
volunteers with the 
Clinic with a Heart. He 
and his wife, Claudia, 
have been regular 
First-Plymouth Food 
Bank volunteers since 
the program began.

For John, 
volunteering is more 
than a responsibility—
it is a passion.

“I feel truly blessed 
to have this opportunity to 
serve others,” he said.

As Ron passes the 
coordinator role to John, the 
monthly food distribution 
continues to reflect First-
Plymouth’s commitment to 
serving its neighbors—and 
the power of a community 
coming together to meet a 
growing need.

Ron Ramsey is stepping down as volunteer coordinator

Left: John Reinhardt; Right: Ron Ramsey

Many of the families served live in the 
First-Plymouth neighborhood. 
Some arrive in cars that also serve as their homes, 
while others walk from nearby with carts or wagons.



FP KIDS firstplymouth.org/children-youth

Contact shelby@firstplymouth.org

FP Littles & Kids | Sunday Mornings 
9:00, 9:30am (FP South) and 10:30am. This September, kids will explore the 
wisdom of King Solomon and discover that God guides us, hears our prayers, 
gives us wisdom, and helps us do big things.

PJs & Pumpkins | FP Kids & Littles Families 
Sept 27, 4:00–6:00pm, Mayflower Hall. 
Put on your coziest pajamas and join us for an evening of fall fun! We’ll 
decorate pumpkins, enjoy pizza, and watch Light of the World. All ages are 
welcome — kids just need to bring an adult! SIGN-UP so we know how 
many pumpkins and pizzas to provide.

Trunk or Treat Volunteers Needed 
Oct 22, 5:30–7:30pm 
Decorate a trunk, host a booth, greet families, lead an activity, or donate 
candy—there’s a place for everyone. A candy barrel will be in the west 
entrance beginning in September. Sign up to help, and scroll to the bottom if 
you’re bringing a trunk. 

Welcome Back to Wednesday Night Live! 
WNL is back for another season of learning, worship, creating, and growing 
together! See page 3 for details.

Parent Connect | Finding Your People 
Sept 16, 6:15–7:15pm, Art Room. 
See page 3 for details on this month’s topic.  Come ready to connect, share 
ideas, and maybe find your people!

3rd Grade Bibles 
Oct 11, 9:00, 9:30 (FP South) 
& 10:30am services 
We’re excited to present our 3rd 
graders with their very own Bibles! 
Parents, sign up here so we can
have a Bible ready for your child.
Families are encouraged to join us 
for this special milestone!

Help Make 
FP Kids Happen!

Volunteer
Sign Up

Parents, grandparents, and church 
members are invited to be part 
of FP Kids on Sunday mornings! 
You don’t have to teach or 
make a big commitment. Even 
helping once a quarter makes 
a difference. Rock a baby, color 
with a kindergartener, or play 
a game with our older kids—
the kids love seeing the whole 
church community involved! 
We’re especially looking for 1–2 
consistent helpers at FP South to 
be a familiar, caring presence for 
our kids.

https://www.firstplymouth.org/children-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044AA8A72EA4FAC16-65216303-pjs#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4BABAA29A7FC1-52390192-cyfm
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044AA8A72EA4FAC16-65221665-3rdgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044AA8A72EA4FAC16-64804035-firstplymouth#/


FP YOUTH firstplymouth.org/children-youth

Contact Tori@firstplymouth.org

9th-12th High School 
Youth Group
Sun, 5:30-7:30: Dinner included. 
Exploring faith, life, and what it means 
to follow Jesus together. 

7th-8th Confirmation 
Youth Group 
Wed, 6:00-7:30pm
Building a foundation of faith and 
discovering what we believe.

6th Grade Youth Group
Wed, 6:00-7:30pm
Discovering God’s story and finding 
our place in it.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:00 & 10:30am
Study of Sermon on the Mount.

6th-12th Youth Singers
Sun, 4:30-5:30pm 
Open to all abilities and levels. Email 
Jeremy@firstplymouth.org to sign up 

7th -12th Youth Orchestra 
Session 1 
Open to all abilities levels: Brass, 
Woodwind, and Strings! 
Sign Up
Email Jeremy@firstplymouth.org 

6th Grade Urban Air Event 
Sept 16 
Email Tori@firstplymouth.org  
to sign up.

Urban Plunge: Sept 25-26 
7th-8th Confirmation 
Service Lock-In 
Sign Up

What a great Youth Kick-Off!  We are so excited for this year and all the great 
things to come! 

Join Our Service Committee: Want to be more engaged in your community? We 
are looking for Youth and Adults who are ready to help plan, serve, and learn 
more about volunteer opportunities?   Sign Up Here

Join our Youth Welcome Committee: We are looking for youth and adults who 
are looking to be more involved at FP with reading scripture, ushering, greeting, 
welcoming, and helping with hospitality.   Sign Up Here

Interested in joining a Parent Lead Group? Looking for connection and 
community? Email Tori@firstplymouth.org to get connected. 

https://www.firstplymouth.org/children-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4BABAA29A7FC1-64390051-fpyouth#/
https://www.firstplymouth.org/event-details?id=7174
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4BABAA29A7FC1-55573581-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4BABAA29A7FC1-55190166-join#/


BAPTISMS
Kynlee Renee Marie Holman
 
IN MEMORY
Janet Hunter, a member since 2011, died 

July 30
Gloria Aron, a member since 1969, died 

Aug 6
Robert “Bob” Mittelstaedt, a member 

since 1974, died Aug 14 
WEDDINGS
Patia Wolfe & Jonah Housh, Aug 1
Cassidy Sarver & Evan Melcher, Aug 15
Halie Gibson & Ethan Mustard, Aug 22
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Tom Dworak
Victor Gerrity
Carrie & Kirk Gottschalk
Elizabeth & David Juiliano
Lisa Kallhoff
Sarah Lenz
Michael McKain
Allison & Steven Speicher
Ethan Yang

Experience Forest Bathing
Sponsored by FP Climate Action Team.
Slow down, unplug, and reconnect with nature through forest bathing 
(shinrin-yoku)—a mindful walk that engages the senses and invites 
restoration. Time in nature has been shown to reduce stress, improve mood, 
and support overall well-being.

Join the First-Plymouth Climate Action Team on Sunday, Sept 27, at 
4:00pm for a guided 45–60 minute forest bathing experience at Prairie 
Pines Preserve (3100 N. 112th St). Afterward, we’ll gather in the Visitor 
Center for coffee, hot cider, and fellowship.

Cost: $15 per person (ages 15+). Registration deadline: Friday, Sept 18. 
Register at FirstPlymouth.org/cat

Stop by God’s Garden  
Sundays through October 11, stop by to explore a beautiful selection of flowers, 
garden vegetables and more, available throughout the summer for a small 
donation. If you have extra produce or flowers from your own garden to share, 
donations are welcome. All proceeds support the Sustainable Living Ministry.

Church Grounds Volunteers Needed 
Join the garden grounds crew to keep the church grounds looking beautiful! 
Gather on Sept 19 and Oct 17 from 8:30 -10:30am. Bring your garden 
tools. Contact ccrellin@neb.rr.com
 
Love the Planet 
A helpful tip from FP Sustainable Living Ministry and Climate Action Team 
Research shows that spending time in nature positively impacts our brains, blood 
pressure, heart rate, and blood cortisol levels. 

Staying Sane 
in Stressful Times
Mental Health Café - Sponsored by Faith in Recovery Ministry at First-Plymouth 
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2:00–3:30 p.m., Pilgrim Hall
Light refreshments provided

The Mental Health Café is a relaxed, shame-free gathering that creates space 
for honest conversation about mental health, connection, and community 
over light refreshments.

This second Mental Health Café at First-Plymouth will focus on stress, 
anxiety, and emotional regulation in “strange times.” Together, we’ll name 
shared experiences, normalize what many of us are feeling, and explore 
practical, everyday strategies for staying grounded—while holding both the 
real urgency of our moment and our human need for rest, regulation, and 
resilience.

Our guests for the evening

Teri Effle, 
Prevention 
Specialist 
with Region 5 
Systems.

Peter Allman, 
Licensed 
Mental Health 
Practitioner and 
co-founder and 
president of 
Lighthouse.

mailto:ccrellin@neb.rr.com


Experience Sacred Harp Singing 
Sept 5, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Experience the magic of the hollow square at an all-
day Sacred Harp singing at First-Plymouth. We’ll break 
for a potluck lunch around noon, so bring a dish to 
share!

Afterward, we’ll reconvene at the Ross Theater (313 
N. 13th St.) for a screening of Awake, My Soul: The 
Story of Sacred Harp. Showtime TBA. 

Loaner books will be available, but we encourage 
you to bring your own. 2025 editions are available for $20 each. 

Questions? Email sacredharplincoln@gmail.com

The Sacred Harp: 2025 Edition

IWG brings people together to learn about Native American cultures through 
speakers, films, service opportunities, and community events. 

Monthly gatherings: Fourth Thursday of the month in Pilgrim Hall. (November 
and December meet on the third Thursday.)

Sept 10 – IWG Monthly Meeting, 5:00pm, Pilgrim Hall 

Sept 12 – Pine Ridge Reservation/Re-Member Service & Learning Trip 

Sept 14 – Indigenous Film: Uncovering Boarding Schools: Stories of Resistance 
and Resilience, 7:10pm, Ross Theater (313 N. 13th St)

Sept 15 – IWG Book Club, 1:45pm, at LeAnne C.’s home. The Shining Hands of 
My Ponca Ancestor by Cliff Taylor. RSVP: 402-617-0311 

Sept 24 – IWG Presentation with Kevin Abourez, 5:30pm, Pilgrim Hall. Learn 
about Intertribal Spirit Lodges and the upcoming Niskithe Prayer Camp. 

Sept 25–27 – Otoe-Missouria Days https://plains.unl.edu/otoe-missouria-day/

Indigenous Working Group (IWG) 
at First-Plymouth 

FP Men’s Noon Discussion with Dr. Keck
1st & 3rd Wednesdays (beginning Sept 2) 
Noon-1:00pm, online via Zoom. Email 
addie@firstplymouth.org to get on the 
email list.

Grape Expectations Church Social
Sept 18, 6:30-8:30pm, at Mary and 
LaMoine Smith’s house. A great way 
to meet others who attend First-
Plymouth. Bring an appetizer and 
beverage to share (most bring wine). 
RSVP for the address and directions 
to: smith.mary5750@gmail.com 

September Featured Artist 
in Pilgrim Hall
Phyllis Martin Owen presents her first 
collection of watercolor paintings, 
inspired by her lifelong love of 
flowers and gardening. A longtime 
musician and China painter, Phyllis 
began exploring watercolor in 2025 
under the guidance of artist Julia 
Noyes. After a lifetime of expressing 
herself through music, watercolor has 
opened a new creative path—one she 
describes as “a new artistic adventure” 
filled with discovery and joy.

Since Congress passed H.R. 1, the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 28,287 
Nebraskans have lost food assistance, 
more than half of them children and 
seniors. Families are now being asked 
to stretch their budgets even further 
as food costs rise.

Watch for our Offering of Letters 
this fall. Every voice matters. Together, 
we can urge those with the power to 
address hunger and food insecurity 
in Nebraska, Lincoln, and across the 
United States. Sponsored by the Bread 
for the World Ministry at FP.

Bridging the Divide: 
A Braver Angels Workshop
Oct 17, 9:30-11:30am, Art Room.
Concerned about America’s political divide and wondering what you can 
do as a person of faith? First-Plymouth invites you to a Braver Angels 
workshop focused on building unity—not uniformity of beliefs—and 
learning how to have more respectful, productive conversations across 
political differences. All are welcome.

mailto:sacredharplincoln@gmail.com
https://sacredharp.com/product/sacred-harp-2025-edition/
https://plains.unl.edu/otoe-missouria-day/
mailto:addie@firstplymouth.org
mailto:smith.mary5750@gmail.com


One of America’s leading researchers on religion, 
politics, and the future of faith explores the changing 
religious landscape 
—and where hope can still be found.

Monday, November 2, 2026 • 7:00pm
at First-Plymouth Church
2000 D Street l Lincoln l $10 suggested donation

Why are so many people leaving the church?

The Vanishing Church
An Evening with Ryan Burge

Sundays 11:30am | Otis Young Room
A brief meet-up for those who share an 
interest or experience—a great way to 
get to know other FP’ers. 

Sept 6 – Have been a member of First-
Plymouth their entire life

Sept 13 – Discover First-Plymouth?  
Would you like to learn more about the 
church, ask questions with the Pastors 
and more.

Sept 20 – Spanish speakers

Sept 27 – Raised in the Catholic  
Faith

VOCES8
Sunday, October 4, 4:00pm
FREE Concert
The 2023 Grammy-nominated British 
vocal ensemble VOCES8 is the world’s 
top-streaming classical vocal group. 
Touring globally, this season the octet performs over 100 concerts, including this 
performance to launch the Abendmusik season.

Miami Arts Studio Vocal Ensemble
Sunday, November 8, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.

The award-winning youth from Miami Arts Studio make their Nebraska debut. 
This viral ensemble is mostly made up of made up of Hispanic students who are all first or second 

generation immigrants from the Caribbean Islands, Central and South America.

For more info. contact addie@firstplymouth.org


