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CELEBRATING 24 YEARS OF PUBLISHING POSITIVE COMMUNITY NEWS

COUNTY HOSTS MEETINGS TO HELP
SOUTH COUNTY HOMEOWNERS APPLY
FOR REPAIR ASSISTANCE

Staff Report

Hillsborough
County is holding a
series of com- N
munity meet-
ings  throughout
the county over
the next few
weeks to help res-
idents apply for
assistance to re-
pair their homes
under Affordable
Housing Services’ Owner-Occupied Reha-
bilitation Program.

The first five of the eight communi-
ty meetings were held in April, and the re-
maining three will be held in May. Hillshor-
ough County Affordable Housing Services
staff will be at each of the meetings to help
residents complete and submit their appli-
cation.

The Hillshorough County Owner-Occu-
pied Rehabilitation Programis designed
to ensure low, very low and moderate-in-
come Hillshorough ~ County families have
the opportunity to live in safe, decent and
sanitary homes. This is not a home re-
modeling program but rather a program
aimed at assisting the community with
immediate needs for rehabilitation due to
the condition of the home. The countywide
initiative utilizes the State Housing Initia-
tive Partnership (SHIP) program to reha-
bilitate the homes of residents who live in
unincorporated Hillsborough County, Plant
City and Temple Terrace. The City of Tampa
has its own rehabilitation program.

The program provides financial assis-
tance to homeowners who cannot afford
to bring their homes into compliance with
the Florida Building Code or make other
necessary repairs affecting life, health,
safety and accessibility. There are income
restrictions, and the program focuses on
single-family homes that have been home-
steaded as a primary residence for at least
two years.

Application
forms  will  be
available at all
the meetings
and are also avail-
able online at
https://hcfl.gov/
oor. Residents who
cannot attend the
meetings and do

S not have access

. N to a computer can
call 813 635-1810 to have an application
mailed to them. The meetings will be held
on the following dates and times:
* Friday, May 1, 10 am.-2 p.m., at Town 'N
Country Library Community Room, located
at 7606 Paula Dr. in Tampa.
* Thursday, May 14, 10 am.-2 p.m., at Gar-
denville Recreation Center, located at 6219
Symmes Rd. in Gibsonton.
*Wednesday, May 20: 10 am.-2 p.m,, at
Balm Park and Community Center, located
at 14747 Balm Wimauma Rd. in Wimauma.
Eligible funding may be used for:
* Roof repair or replacement.
* Failure of electrical, plumbing or HVAC
systems.
* Failure of structural systems, such as
floors and structural walls.
* Exterior/interior deterioration
foundation, porches, siding, etc.).
 Water heater replacement.
* Accessibility improvement (ramp, widen-
ing doorways, countertops, bathroom and
kitchen modifications, etc.).
* Lead-based paint remediation or other
environmental issues.
* Weatherization activities (doors, win-
dows, air conditioning, roofs, insulation and
energy-efficient appliances).

Demolition-reconstruction may be of-
fered for homes whose repairs exceed 50
percent of the appraised value according to
the property appraiser valuation.

For more, email affordablehousingser-
vices@hcfl.gov or call 813-635-1610.
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WSCQ FOUNDER EXPANDS COMMUNITY

CONNECTION WITH

RADIO & PODCAST

Keeping informed of the
events and shifting tides of
Sun City Center (SCC) has
become another digital as-
pect of life for its residents,
whether through the modern
podcast or the old school
pulse of frequency modula-
tion.

Vern and Elysa Hendricks
are married and also bound
by the shared endeavor of
About the Town, a podcast
detailing the commu-
nity's activities and re-
sources, as well as airing
announcements  from
SCC officials and host-
ing guests such as Hill-
shorough County Sheriff
deputies who deliver
personal safety tips.

According to Vern,
the podcast is a way
to stay active by doing
something enjoyable
and meaningful.

"T spent 10 years as
a morning host and di-
rector of programming
for Sun City Center's
low-power, local commu-
nity radio station, Sun Ra-
dio, WSCQ, 96.3 FM,” he
wrote in an email. "I spent
almost as much time per
week as I used to spend
on my full-time job, so I
decided to dial it back and
yet be able to do something that I really
enjoyed. So, I created this, with the coop-
eration of my wife who co-hosts the pro-
gram.”

Creating something useful for his neigh-
bors is part of the motivation, added Vern.

“The idea behind this is to create a re-
pository of information that people who
live in Sun City Center, or who are inter-
ested in our town, can find information
about the many things that this commu-
nity has to offer,” he said.

You can listen to About the Town at
https://rss.com/podcasts/about-the-
town/.

ABOUT
THE TOWN

By Brad Stager

Besides  working
on About the Town,
Vern is also the pro-
ducer for Veterans
Corner Radio, a local
podcast focusing on
military and veteran
interests.  Veterans
Corner Radio has a
worldwide audience
keen to be informed
about veteran and
military related legis-
lation and resources
and is hosted by retired
Air Force Col. Joe Muhl-
berger. It can be found
via most online pod-
cast distributors and at
https://veteranscorner-

radio.com/.
Then there is WSCQ-
LP, 963 FM — a

low-power transmission
that serves as the over-the-air auditory
soul of the community. It broadcasts the
familiar, melodic music popular with SCC's
residents and provides an essential public
affairs role as well. It exists not only as
radio waves but also as a digital stream at

https://wscqfm.com/.
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TRUST LOCAL

Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!
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Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!

We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

APOLLOPOOLS.NET

813.438. 59
NEEDREED.CO

101 E. Lumsden Road
Brandon, FL 33511
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PROJECT 1 CAN RECEIVES $575,000
GRANT US REP. KATHY CASTOR

SouthShore Edition
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COUNTY PRESENTS DRAFT GOALS,

CONCEPT MAP FOR RIVERVIEW PLAN

Staff Report

Adonai's  Sec-
ond Chances, Inc.
(ASCI), Hillshor-
ough College,
the Hillsborough
County  Sheriff's
Office, the Tampa
Police Depart-
ment, Mt. Zion :

qul—u_r;:"\:.-\“%»]‘w -

-
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AME Church of US Re.Kathy Castor and dignitaries presented a $575,000 dence,
ceremonial check to Adonai’s Second Chances, Inc. support-  ance and the
ing the expansion of the Project I Can youth program.

Riverview and
youth advocates
gathered on Sunday, April 12, to celebrate
the award of a $575,000 grant from the
Justice Department for Project I Can (PIC).

The Honorable Kathy Castor, a member of
the United States House of Representatives,
presented the ceremonial check to ASCI
Castor had continued to advocate for her
district and the residents of Hillsborough
County by securing resources to support
local communities. A longtime supporter of
youth initiatives, she noted that the grant
would provide expanded opportunities in
partnership with Hillsborough College, the
Hillshorough County Sheriff's Office, the
Tampa Police Department and Hillsborough
County.

Project T Can (PIC), a mentoring and
leadership program offered by Adonai's
Second Chances, a program of Mt. Zion Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church in River-
view, designed to help youth ages 12 to 20

¥ make positive
choices  and
decisions  in
their daily
lives. The pro-
| gram focused
on education,
_a leadership,

self-confi-
guid-

exploration of
life choices, all aimed at developing the next
generation of leaders.

The award allowed for the expansion of
the program to serve additional youth in the
community. ASCI officials said announce-
ments would be made when the application
process opened.

The ceremonial check presentation took
place at 3 p.m. at Mt. Zion AME Church,
located at 5920 Robert Tolle Drive in Riv-
erview.

Adonai's Second Chances, Inc., incorpo-
rated in 2018, had served children and fam-
ilies throughout the Tampa Bay area. The
organization's mission focused on providing
comprehensive solutions to the economic,
educational, social and housing needs of
youth and families, while ensuring each
participant recognized their value and their
right to second chances and opportunities in
life. Visit www.ascbuildingfutures.com.

The Riverview
Community Plan,
originally adopted in
2005, comprises 13
goals and strategies
to inform communi-
ty development. The
board of county com-
missioners requested
that the plan be up- ©
dated in conjunction
with the Tampa Hills-
borough Expressway
Authority U.S. High-
way 301 Study.

The update pro-
cess has included a
series of community
meetings. The feed-
back and input col-
lected from residents
during these previous
meetings were incor-
porated to prepare
the draft vision, goals
and concept map for
the Riverview Com-
munity Plan.

In the next round
of community meet-
ings scheduled for early May, the project
team will present the draft vision, goals
and concept map to the community. Res-
idents will be able to review the draft
contents and offer further input, which
will be used to finalize the community
vision and goals, refine the concept map
and create strategies for each of the
plan’s goals.

Meeting dates and locations:

e Saturday, May 2, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at
Collins PK-8 School, located at 12424
Summerfield Blvd. in Riverview.

CONTACT US

OUR DESIGNERS WILL MAKE YOUR DREAM A REALITY
FROM INSPIRATION TO INSTALLATION.

Your One

' op S‘ho

Staff Report

RIVERVIEW
COMMUNITY
PLAN UPDATE

The Riverview Community Plan completed in
2005 informs community development
through 13 goals and strategies. The Board of
County Commissioners requested an update
to coincide with the Tampa Hillsborough
Expressway Authority U.S. Highway 301 study.

MAY COMMUNITY MEETINGS

In-Person Meetings
* May 2, 2026, from 11 AM -1 PM
o Collins PK-8 School - 12424 Summerfield Bivd.

» May 6, 2026, from 6 PM - 8 PM
o Riverview High School - 11311 Boyette Rd.

Virtual Meeting
* May 5, 2026, from 6 PM = 7PM

Andrea Papandrew
813-665-1331

papandrewa@plancom.org

Find more information:
'

P GNorgrp

* Tuesday, May 5, 6-7 p.m., via a virtu-
al meeting. Register using the QR code
or go to the project website.

* Wednesday, May 6, 6-8 p.m., at Riv-
erview High School, located at 11311
Boyette Rd. in Riverview.

For more information on the Riverview
Community Plan update, please visit the
project website; https://planhillsbor-

ough.org/planriverview/.

Thank you to the Riverview commu-
nity for your continued participation
and support throughout this planning
process.

Interiors

Floors - Blinds - Kitchen & Bath

WINDOW TREATMENTS
AUTOMATED SHADES

TILE -

VINYL - HARDWOOD

KITCHEN & BATH CABINETS
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Your Home Interior Experts
Over 34 Years Strong
Family Owned & Operated

Blinds | Cabinets | Tile | Flooring

813-645-8660 | www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com
2305 E. College Ave, Ruskin (1 mile west of 1-75 Exit 240 B)
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CYPRESS CREEK CO-OP RETURNS TO
ITS COMMUNITY-DRIVEN ROOTS

After adecade of de-
livering fresh, afford-
able produce to local
families, Cypress Creek
Co-Op is celebrating
10 years in business
while returning to the
flexible, communi-
ty-driven model that
started it all.

Founded by single
mom Cassie Adams,
the co-op began as
a simple solution to
a common problem.
While working at a
wholesale produce
market, Adams often
brought home more
fruits and vegetables than her family could
use. She reached out to neighbors, offering
to share the excess, and within just a few
weeks, more than 60 families had joined in.

Today, that small neighborhood effort has
grown into a thriving network of more than
35,000 members across the Tampa Bay
area.

Cypress Creek Co-Op continues to pro-
vide weekly produce bins filled with a mix
of fresh fruits, vegetables and pantry sta-
ples, along with optional add-ons like beef,
seafood and Amish goods. The bins are de-
signed to be both affordable and convenient,
with medium bins priced at $30 and large
bins at $40. Specialty options, including
keto and fruit-only bins, are also available.

"Our goal has always been to make fresh
food more accessible,” said Adams. "When
you buy in-season and in bulk, families can
save significantly while still eating healthy.”

The co-op prioritizes local sourcing when-
ever possible, though Adams noted that
some items must come from outside Florida

3

CYPRESS CREEK PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE
DELIVERED RIGHT
TO YOUR DOOR

COMMENT BELOW TO RECEIVE YOUR ORDER TODAY!

By McKenzie Brown

due to growing con-

' ditions. Each week's
bins are thoughtful-
ly curated, typically
including a balance
of fruits and vegeta-
bles, such as straw-
berries,  bananas,
leafy greens, pota-
toes and seasonal
favorites.

While Cypress
Creek Co-Op previ-
ously expanded to
include a physical
storefront in Apollo
Beach, the business
is now leaning back
into its original vir-

tual roots. Customers can order online for
convenient home delivery or attend weekly
pickup events, including a popular Saturday
pickup at the BayCare HealthHub at 2470
Bloomingdale Ave. in Valrico.

Delivery is available throughout Brandon,
Valrico, Lithia, Riverview, Ruskin, Gibsonton
and Sun City Center, with evening time slots
and low delivery fees. Orders placed by 4
p.m. are eligible for same-day delivery.

Beyond providing fresh food, the co-op re-
mains deeply connected to the community,
offering volunteer opportunities and sup-
porting local families and first responders
throughout the year.

As Cypress Creek Co-Op enters its second
decade, Adams said the mission remains the
same: helping families eat well, save money
and stay connected.

If you have any additional questions or
inquiries, you can email Cypress Creek Co-
Op at cypresscreekcoop@gmail.com. Its
Facebook group is available for updates and
questions.
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STUDENT EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Barb C aleca (rlght) Dr: Jennifer China (center) and

Nicholas Caleca (left).

Hillsborough  College  SouthShore
Campus celebrated student achieve-
ment, leadership, and academic ex-
cellence at its 53rd Annual Student
Excellence Awards Ceremony on April
10 at the Kings Point Veterans Theater,
located at 1900 Clubhouse Dr. in Sun
City Center.

The event recognized outstandmg
students, faculty and staff while bring-
ing together community supporters
committed to student success. A high-

Staff Report

(HC) is currently the fifth larg-
est community college in Flor-
ida's State College System,
serving more than 46,000
students each year at its five
campuses, three satellite loca-
tions and online platform. HC
offers more than 200 academic
pathways - including a Bachelor
of Science in nursing, associate
in art and associate in science
degrees, college credit certifi-
cates, postsecondary adult vo-
cational certificates, advanced

2“’* :
o ¥

light of the evening included a $10,000 Dr: Jennifer China (right) with philanthropist Mrs. Danita

scholarship donation from the Inter-
faith Social Action Council, led by Barb
and Nicholas Caleca, along with an addition-
al $5,000 contribution to the campus’ new
workforce training facility.

The ceremony showcased the Harvesting
the Future campaign, led by campus Presi-
dent Dr. Jennifer Wells China in partnership
with philanthropist Danita Dickman, aimed
at expanding educational opportunities
through a new workforce training building.

The event underscored the college’s con-
tinued commitment to empowering stu-
dents and strengthening the future work-
force through education and community
investment.

Founded in 1968, Hillshorough College

Dickman (left) at the Student Excellence Awards.

technical diplomas and certificates, as well
as continuing education and lifelong learning
courses - designed to equip students with
essential skills for immediate employment,
career advancement and long-term success.

The College plays a pivotal role in
strengthening the educational, economic
and social fabric of the Tampa Bay region.
With an annual budget of over $161 million
and more than 2,100 employees, the College
is @ major economic driver and community
anchor. Over 84 percent of graduates stay in
the local community, and together, HC and
its alumni contribute more than $1.3 billion
in added income and economic impact to
Hillsborough County.

APOLLO BEACH MOTORS

HOME OF THE
CARDEAL!

GRAND OPENING!
UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP!

INSTANT

APPROVAL

[ Drive your dream car home today! ]

APPLY NOW

5301 N U.S.Hwy 41
Apollo Beach
(813) 645-2227
apollobeachmotors.com
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Breakfast Sevwed WU Day!
3 00 PM to Close A REAL GOOD DAY STARTS WITH

REAL. GOOD.
BREAKFAST.”

Locally Owned and Operated
813-741-3200 | 10293 Big Bend Road, Riverview

With a Healthy lawn less water is required!
FREE ESTIMATES!

Commercial & Residential - Fungicide - Fertilizing
Insecticide - Weed Control Tree & Shrub Treatment
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For Pre Pay Customers Only

Now $57 per month

1
I -
; You Get Protection
| Ticks, Fleas, Fire Ants, Chinch Bugs, Mole Crickets, Sod
Weed Worms, Grubs and much more.
Plus Fungus & Weeds and Premium Fertilizer
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813-324-1 004 - www.FGLAWN.com

Family Owned & Operated

State Certified

Licensed & Insured
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PELICAN PLAYERS PRESENTS
FARCE OF NATURE FROM MAY 14-16

Cast members of “Farce of Nature” bring fast paced comedy and over-the-

top characters to life during a rehearsal with the Pelican Players Commu-

nity Theater; as the group prepares for its performances at the Kings Point
Veterans Theater in Sun City Center.

The nonstop hilarity of Farce of Nature,
presented by the Pelican Players Communi-
ty Theater and penned by the noted play-
writing team of Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope
and Jamie Wooten, focuses on one chaotic
day in the life of the Wilburns, owners of a
struggling fishing lodge in the Ozarks.

As in every farce, there are wild and un-
usual happenings, mistaken identity, fren-
zied confrontations, ridiculous disguises and
secrets exposed as the family deals with a
Witness Protection snitch, a cop dressed as
a maid, a discontented wife and outrageous
unexpected guests.

“This play is a laugh riot, and we can't wait
to bring it to you,” said Director Paul Ansell.
"We have a terrific cast that will keep you
laughing from beginning to end as they in-
troduce you to a long-suffering wife, a scat-
terbrained policewoman, mobsters, a strug-
gling actor, a ruthless businessperson ... and
even a visit from some unwelcome wildlife.”

The assistant director is Michele Whelan,
and Laurie Failing is the stage manager.

Staff Report

The part of Wannelle is
played by Carol MacAlis-
ter, with D. Gene Wilburn
played by Wayne Keyes,
Jenna by Diane Keyes,
Maxie by Nina Rago, Car-
mine by Guy Bailey, Ty by
 Bob Horvath, Lola by Ale-
sia Bischoff, Sonny by Ron
Banaszak and Roxanne by
Michelle Horvath.

Audiences from Sun
City Center and all sur-
rounding ~ communities
4 will have four opportuni-
M ties to see the play, start-
ing Thursday, May 14, at
6:30 p.m, Friday, May 15,
at 6:30 p.m.; and Satur-
day, May 16, at 1:30 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m. The doors open 30 minutes
before curtain. Tickets are on sale now at
the Kings Point Box Office from 8:30 am.-
4 p.m, Monday through Friday. Evening
performances are $18; they are $15 for the
matinee. Tickets will also be sold at the door
for each show; no credit cards are accepted
at the door, and correct change is appreci-
ated. Reserved, cabaret-style seating plus
open bleacher seating are available. Bring
your own drinks and snacks.

All performances are at the Kings Point
Veterans Theater in the North Clubhouse,
located at 1900 Clubhouse Dr. in Sun City
Center.

Founded in 1981, the Pelican Players Com-
munity Theater, a 501(c)(3) organization run
by volunteers, aims to promote the dramatic
arts through the staging of productions and
educational activities.

All profits go toward the Pelican Play-
ers Scholarship Fund, handled by Commu-
nity Foundation Tampa Bay, benefiting local
students pursuing the arts.

Home Visits « Wills

DAMON C. GLISSON, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Probate and Estate Planning
e Medicaid Planning

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572
www.Glissonl.com

(813) 645-6796

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not
be based solely on advertisement. Before you decide, ask us to
send you FREE written information about our qualifications
and experience.

Restoration G

WATER | FIRE | MOLD

of Tampa Bay

Emergency Response to Full Rebuild

Fully Licensed General Contractor

Scan Code For
Your FREE
Hurricane Prep List

Office

813.576.2293

24 Hour
Emergency

888-466-8055
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STUDENTS, ROTARIANS INSTALL PEACE
POLE PROMOTING GLOBAL UNITY

A spirit
of unity and
global good-
will  marked |
the Peace
Pole Planting
Ceremony
held on March
26, at Gan- g
non  Univer-
sity's  Ruskin
campus. Un-
der sunny,
bright  skies,
students, facul-
ty, Rotarians, and
community mem- g
bers gathered out-
side the Academic el
Building to witness i
the installation of a
new Peace Pole — Sty
positioned at the
edge of campus so
it can inspire both
passersby and vis-
itors. bad &)
Peace Poles are part of a worldwide
initiative supported by Rotary Interna-
tional, promoting the message, “May
peace prevail on Earth.” Since its intro-
duction decades ago, tens of thousands
have been planted across the globe, each
serving as a visible reminder of humani-
ty's shared hope for peace.

This project was a collaborative effort
between the Sun City Center Rotary Club
and Gannon University. Former 2024-25
Rotary District Governor Chevon Bac-
cus played a pivotal role in bringing it
to life, helping design a pole featuring
award-winning artwork created by chil-
dren from around the world. The images

Staff Report

how
peo-
envision

reflect
young
3 ple

=== kindness, uni-

- ty and under-

The  cere-
. mony opened
with welcom-
M ing  remarks
h_ from Dr. Wal-

8 ter Iwaneko,

president of
| Gannon University,

. who traveled from the
university's main cam-
pus in Erie, Pennsyl-
vania, to participate.
.| Attendees  included
. Baccus, members of
the Sun City Center
® Rotary Club and Gan-

¥ non faculty and stu-
& dents.
A highlight of the
® event was a musical
performance by Diego Carneiro, a Ro-
tary Peace Fellow from Brazil. As part
of Rotary's Peace Fellowship program,
which trains leaders in conflict resolution
and peacebuilding, Carneiro added a re-
flective tone with a moving cello perfor-
mance.

Students from Gannon's PA, PT, OT and
SLP programs also participated, placing
small flags representing countries around
the world around the base of the pole,
symbolizing unity and shared purpose.

The ceremony reflected a strong part-
nership between Rotary and Gannon Uni-
versity and a shared commitment to pro-
moting peace locally and globally.

CFC037149

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

(813) 643-7173

Plumbing Repairs
Re-pipes

Drain stoppages
Home Additions
Remodels

Fixtures & Accessories

Backflow Device Testing

Water Softener Installation
Water Heater Installation

New Construction (Residential)
New Construction (Commercial)

Find out more at our website:

WWW.COGGINSPLUMBING.COM

Proudly serving the Tampa Bay area for over 30 years.

YOUR NEXT
SERVICE CALL

WATER HEATER
PURCHASE
& INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL
REPIPES

Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. lCoupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service. I Coupon Must Be Presented Prior to Service.

Expires 5/15/26 1

Expires 5/15/26 1

Expires 5/15/26
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EIGHT LENNARD SENIORS CONTINUE FOOTBALL CAREERS AT COLLEGE LEVEL

Ronnie Willson
Culver Stockton College

London Green
Valdosta State University

The Lennard High School football pro-
gram is celebrating a milestone moment as
eight members of its Class of 2026 senior
team have officially committed to continue
their academic and athletic careers at the
collegiate level.

The group represents a cornerstone class
for head coach Karingus Benton and his
staff, who began building the program three
years ago. From the coach's perspective, this
senior class holds special significance—not
only for what they accomplished on the
field, but for how they helped shape the cul-
ture of the program from its early stages of
development.

Coach Benton said this group played a
major role in elevating Lennard foothall,
helping establish expectations and demon-

Jaxon Shuman
Mass. Maritime Academy

Jaiden Jones
Missouri Southern State

strating that student-athletes from the pro-
gram can successfully transition to the next
level.

"This senior class has been meaningful in
a way that stands out,” Benton shared, not-
ing their growth both on and off the field. He
emphasized that their leadership helped set
the tone for younger players and contribut-
ed to building a stronger, more unified team
identity.

Among the signees, London Green will
continue his career at Valdosta State Uni-
versity after setting a school record for ca-
reer touchdown receptions, leaving a lasting
mark in Lennard's record books.

Calvin Mobley earned a full athletic schol-
arship to Bryant University, a Division I pro-
gram, recognized for his standout perfor-

www.concordtheatricals.com

Presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.

Another GREAT Comedy! Kings Point Veterans Theater
Produced by: The Pelican Players Community Theater 1900 Clubhouse Drive, SCC, FL
! Kings Point Box Office Hours

Monday-Friday 8:30am - 4pm

THURSDAY, MAY |4 @ 6:30PM
FRIDAY, MAY 15 @ 6:30PM
SATURDAY, MAY 16 @ :30PM
SATURDAY, MAY [6 @ 6:30PM
Doors open: 30 minutes prior
Tickets: S18/S15 Matinee
Tickets also available at the door.
Correct change is appreciated.

) 2026

www.pellcanplayersscc;org

Photos & Story By Shanise “Nisey” Spruill

Y
Malik Hope
FAMU

/TN

STTHOMAS
b Vool
Dorian Burns Calvin Mobley Charles Mcdaniel
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mance and dedication.

Jaxon Shuman will attend Massachusetts
Maritime Academy, where his relentless
work ethic and drive were described by
coaches as a model for others in the pro-
gram.

Jaiden Jones, who will play at Missouri
Southern State University, was highlighted
as the emotional leader of the team—of-
ten described as the “heart and soul” who
helped hold the group together over multi-
ple seasons.

Charles McDaniel, who transferred to
Lennard during his junior year, will continue
his career at St. Thomas University and was
credited with strengthening team bonding
and leadership.

Malik Hope, headed to Florida A&M Uni-

versity, joined the program during his junior
year and quickly became a strong teammate
and mentor to younger players.

Ronnie Willson, who will attend Cul-
ver-Stockton College, transferred in during
the spring of his junior year and earned re-
spect for his consistent work ethic and lead-
ership on the field.

Dorian Burns, bound for William Penn
University, was part of the program’s earli-
est group under the current coaching staff
and helped lay the foundation for what the
team has become today.

Together, the eight athletes represent
both the history and the future of Lennard
football—proof of a program that has
grown through persistence, development,
and a shared commitment to excellence.

TIME FOR ANOTHER

SUPER FAST

10-MINUTE FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE

EXPRESS

Catering Made
Simple for Any

Occasion

Hot and Chilled Trays
Mac and Cheese
Fresh Fruit

R
o

CHikid

&

T Dgslferts d
ea and Lemonade _
. and more! @Eﬁﬁ@
“. ;_ =
QLA O
LAKE BRANDON VILLAGE BRANDON SOUTH

11325 Causeway Blvd - Brandon
(813) 655-1237

Hours:
6:30am - 10pm

2010 Bloomingdale Ave - Valrico
(813) 571-0569

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION
OF MARRIAGE

CASE NO: 26-DR-002049
DIVISION B-P
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, FLORIDA

To: Jean Max Antoine

YOUR ARE NOTIFED that an action of dissolution of

125% OFF s

= |VaI|d for conventional and full s fP/nthetlc oil changes. |

Not to be combined with any other offer.
I Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. -3 531 ,20221
NN N BN S N SN S S S — I

"$40 OFF

| Any Air Condition Repair

Lowest Pricing on

TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS [
10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 1 NOW OPEN!

11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview |1 813-499-9606
M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed |

I
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp:5/31/2026 I
S

marriage has been filed against you and you are required to
serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on Gerana
Thegenis, whose address is 13130 Garnet Raspberry Ave.,
Wimauma, FL 33598 on or before May 12, 2026 and file the
original with the Clerk of this Court at 800 East Twiggs Street,
Tampa, FL 33602, Room 101 before service on Petitioner or
immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default may be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition.
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SAINT LEO PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSOR
OFFERS STRATEGIES TO BEAT
"SENIORITIS" BEFORE GRADUATION

One of the most exciting
milestones students in high
school and college face is
graduation day. All the hard
work has led to this moment,
but for some seniors, the
anticipation can lead to de-
creased motivation, lack of ef-
fort, and burnout, commonly
known as senioritis.

Signs of senioritis

Skipping class or other
campus events. Once the mid-
spring semester hits, it some-
times seems like sleeping in or
hiding away in your room is
more desirable than going to
class or attending extracurricular events.
This can become a slippery slope that can
do more harm than good.

Procrastination. Procrastination can take
on different forms, such as submitting as-
signments that are late, incomplete, or not
your best work. This can occur if students
experience a lack of motivation toward
schoolwork.

Fear about the future. Some students
can't wait for the next chapter to begin, but
many students experience fears about the
future. This is completely natural, but focus-
ing too much on fear could distract students
from completing their goals successfully.

Fatigue. Completing college or graduate
school applications can be overwhelming
and time-consuming. It's natural to feel
fatigue during this process, but students
should not let it cause them to lose sight of
the end goal.

Tips for seniors

Celebrate the small wins. Every step for-
ward is progress, whether it's finishing an
assignment, submitting an application, or

Dr. Tammy Lowery Zacchilli

attending a net-
working event.
Recognizing these
moments can boost
motivation and
keep students mov-
ing forward.

Avoid saying "T'll
do it later.” Rec-
ognize the signs
of procrastination
and push through
the tendency to de-
| lay tasks. Tackling
assignments  right

Dr. Tammy Lowery Zacchilli, professor of away can help stu-
psychology at Saint Leo University.

dents feel better
and more accomplished.

Stay engaged in activities you enjoy. With
only a few weeks left until graduation, stu-
dents should not miss out on fun activities
happening at their school or university.
These moments create lasting memories.

Tips for family and friends

Acknowledge and validate their feelings.
Senior year can be stressful and emotion-
al. Let your senior know that it is normal to
feel overwhelmed, anxious, or even excited
about the future.

Celebrate wins. Recognize milestones,
no matter how big or small. Celebrating
achievements can motivate seniors to con-
tinue working hard.

Be aware of mental health signs. Watch
for persistent sadness, loss of interest in
usual activities, changes in sleep or appe-
tite, irritability, or withdrawal from friends
and family. Graduating from high school
or college is an amazing achievement, and
senioritis is only temporary. The future is
bright.

Learn more at saintleo.edu.

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

@ VETERAN OWNED

q/k\) 24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

\ LICENSED AND INSURED

w FINANCING OPTIONS

&
V&

CaL | arr | PV 406
7004y yiTHS

CALLNOW

(813)653-4221
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FRESH FINDS: RUSKIN FRESH MARKET
HOSTS TWO-DAY ANNIVERSARY EVENT

By Emma Snider

SouthShore Edition
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PERSONAL CARE AT THE HEART OF
SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME

at

tour of Ruskin Fresh Market.

Ruskin Fresh Market is hon-
oring its beginnings as a small
family-run  business through
celebrating with the communi-
ty to thank them for all of their
support.

Since their opening in 2024, \
Ruskin Fresh Market has been
a community staple for fresh
fruits and vegetables from
Ruskin, other parts of Florida |
and across the United States. To &
celebrate its upcoming monu-
mental occasion of two years in
business, Ruskin Fresh Market
will be holding a two-day anni-
versary market. Food trucks, local vendors,
artisan goods and more will be at the mar-
ket on Saturday, April 25, from 10 am.-2
p.m. and on Sunday, April 26, from 11 am.-3
p.m. to celebrate Ruskin Fresh Market's two-
year anniversary.

"We are so grateful to the community
for supporting us these past two years and
hopefully many years to come,” said Nicole
Ferrera, a founder and CEO of Ruskin Fresh
Market. "We are excited to continue expand-
ing and always becoming better.”

Ruskin Fresh Market started as an idea

£

The Osprey Observer team picked up fresh fruits, vegetables and had a

for a local community
produce store by Nicloe
and David Ferrera's father,
David. With the need for
a local produce store for
{ the Ruskin community,
the Ferrera family decided
to open the Ruskin Fresh
Market on April 26, 2024.
" Aside from its anniver-
» sary, Ruskin Fresh Market
" held another event in April
called Foodie Friday.
Ruskin Fresh Market
continues to serve the

\

< 8
ol o

&=y 4,

-t

Ruskin Fresh Market celebrates its two-year anniversary with a
community weekend market featuring food trucks, local vendors
and artisan goods April 25-26 at its Ruskin location.

community as a hub for all things fresh.
From its delicious fruits and vegetables to
its assortments of Amish jams, pretzels and
chips, local Ruskin honey, milk and cheese
and the new addition of local grassfed beef,
Ruskin Fresh market is the perfect one-stop
shop for all of you grocery needs.

For more information regarding Ruskin
Fresh  Market's two-year anniversa-
ry event, you can visit it on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/p/Ruskin-Fresh-Mar-
ket-61557238503209/ or at its storefront,
located at 2619 14th Ave. SE in Ruskin.

Katie, Licensed Agent

Kate, Licensed Agent

Looking For a Local Insurance Agent?

Look no further than
IRON ROCK INSURANCE!

IRON ROCK INSURANCE is a team of LOCAL AGENTS specializing
in providing quality protection for you and yours. We
insure homes, autos, boats and much more!

Lisa Hast
Managing Partner

Scan code Now
for a quote!

Torie, Licensed Agent

O

Amanda, Licensed Agent

By Olivia Clark
Sun  City —= | honored,” said
Center  Fu- : Sharp.
neral Home Sun City
has built its Center Funeral
reputation Home  offers
on providing a full range
compassion- of services,
ate care and including  tra-
personal- ditional funer-
ized services als, memorial
for families services,  cre-
during some mation options
of life's most and celebration
difficult mo- Staffmembers at Sun City Center Funeral Home provide compas- of |ife gather-
ments. Since sionate, personalized care to families in the community. ings. Personal-

becoming part of Foundation Partners
Group in January 2017, the funeral home
has maintained its family-oriented atmo-
sphere while continuing to serve the com-
munity with dignity and respect.

Established with a mission centered on
honoring each life, Sun City Center Funeral
Home focuses on guiding families through
the grieving process with understanding
and support. Nicole Sharp, funeral director,
emphasized the organization's commitment
to thoughtful service.

"Our mission has always been to honor
each life with dignity, respect and meaning-
ful tribute while supporting families with
guidance and understanding every step of
the way,” said Sharp.

What distinguishes the funeral home is
its deep connection to the local community.
Its staff actively participates in organiza-
tions such as the Sun City Center Rotary,
the Southshore Chamber of Commerce and
the Daughters of the American Revolution,
while also supporting causes including the
Walk to End Alzheimer's and the Out of the
Darkness Walk.

"We take the time to listen and under-
stand each family's wishes, ensuring ev-
ery service reflects the unique life being

ization plays a central role, allowing fam-
ilies to incorporate meaningful elements
such as music, hobbies, cultural traditions
and special tributes.

In addition to its general services, the
funeral home takes pride in honoring vet-
erans. With a former member of the mili-
tary on staff, it assists families in securing
military honors, coordinating with national
cemeteries and incorporating patriotic ele-
ments into services.

"It is a true honor to serve veterans and
their families,” said Sharp.

Beyond services, the team remains com-
mitted to supporting families long after
arrangements are complete, offering guid-
ance, resources and a compassionate pres-
ence.

"We want residents to know that we are
here not only in times of loss, but also for
pre-planning and guidance or simply for a
cup of coffee and a chat,” said Sharp.

For the staff, the most meaningful aspect
of their work is helping families find com-
fort during difficult times.

Sun City Center Funeral Home is lo-
cated at 1851 Rickenbacker Dr., Sun City
Center, FL 33573. For more information,
call 279-8330.

FOR

MOM & BABY CLASSES

GROWING FAMILIES

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

semina

UPCOMING CLASSES

Friday, May 15 | Wednesday, May 27
Newborn Care & Safety

Childbirth Preparation

We offer many other free classes and

Maternity Tour

Tuesday, April 28

Time TBD

Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, May 21

Breastfeeding 101
Monday, April 27

rs designed to support your overall
health and wellness.

844.630.5295

I“““-@z@mn“cx
B18=-218-0600

400 Frandorson Circle, Apollo Beach

813-213-9600 | IronRockins.com

JL HCA Florida
AF” Brandon Hospital

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511
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LEAGUE PROVIDES DISABLED

RIVERVIEW LIONS CLUB TAKES SHAPE,
BRINGING CENTURY-LONG LEGACY OF
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

For more than 100
years, Lions Clubs
have served with |
uncommon kindness, = N
putting the needs .
of their neighbors,
their  communities
and the world first.

Through the incredi-

ble work of Lion and

Leo members and :
the support of their |
association and their
global  foundation, £
they are serving a 7
world in need.

‘Driven by service, united
by values, strengthened by di-
versity' are core beliefs of Li-
ons Club members. Lions Ber-
nadette and Bob Kalle have
been charter members of the
Fishhawk Lions Club for the past four years.
They have been involved in projects like the
collection of eyeglasses for reuse, early vi-
sion screening of children, volunteering at
ECHO, the collection of food and clothing
for foster children and playing Santa to raise
money for charity, among other community
events.

“As time passed, we saw a need to reach
out to the greater Riverview community and
provide service to our hometown,” said Bob
Kalle.

The couple decided to form a new River-
view Lions Club chapter.

"Since the club is still in formation, there
is flexibility in the actions of the club,” Bob
Kalle said. "Currently, we are meeting the
first and third Thursday of the month at the
Riverview Public Library. However, as the
club grows, the needs of the members of the

By Libby Hopkins

E club will determine
. '8 any change in the
schedule.”

At the heart of
everything  Lions
do are the values
that inspire their

" service and the

people they serve.

Their core values

consist of commit-

ment to service,

y dedication to ex-

cellence, appreci-

® ation of diversity,

“ dynamic collabo-

ration, personal and profes-

sional integrity and spirit

of innovation. "The goals of

the club will be determined

by the members,” Bob Kalle

said. "As a new club, there

are many administrative actions that need

to take place, and the club is focused on

creating that foundation. Once the club is

chartered by the Lions Club International,

we will start to determine the actual goals

of the club. We do know that we have an

interest in continuing to screen the vision

of children and want to be known for that
action.”

"We would like to have a community rep-
utation and perception of our Lions motto,
‘We Serve,” Bob Kalle said. "As any service
club, we are always looking for new mem-
bers that would like to serve the community.
There are no rules about participation since
everyone is a volunteer. The door is open to
any idea of any member about the direction
of the club.”

Contact Bob Kalle at 813-625-9985 or at
bkalle813@gmail.com.

‘Buseh Gardens

Food,Wine & Garden

FESTIVAL

SELECT DATES MAR. 6 - MAY 10

100+ FLAVORS
TO SAVOR

SIP. SAVOR. REPEAT.
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GET UNLIMITED VISITS
WITH A FUN CARD!

Taxes, blockout dates, service fees, and other restrictions may apply. ©United Parks & Resorts, Inc
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ATHLETES A CHANCE TO COMPETE

David Ramos, gt
CEO and com- |
missioner of A s
League of Their
Own (ALQTO), %
has helped ex- ksl
pand the Tampa €
organization to
the Riverview
area, providing
a place where
adults with S5
unique abilities
come together to enjoy the game of base-
ball. The inaugural season starts on Satur-
day, April 11.

ALOTO was founded by Stephenie Coon-
rod and Dennis Mueller, both of whom
were inspired by their children with Down
syndrome.

A League of Their Own provides ath-
letes with mental and physical disabilities
a chance to compete in sports that they
normally wouldn't have the opportunity to
partake in. Participants in the league are
18 years and older. According to Ramos, it
has athletes in their 60s.

Ramos is also the executive director and
founder of First Steps Learning, which
provides services to intellectually disabled
adults. The agency has 12 employees, who
were rigorously screened and are com-
passionate toward others. The former
assistant principal in Hillsborough County
teamed up with A League of Their Own to
give disabled athletes a chance to show
their individuality and give them a sense
of community. In his time working with
children with autism and Down syndrome,
he developed a love for that community
and started his agency, First Steps Learn-
ing, and brought his clients to the league.

"The league is one of the happiest en-
vironments. These are folks that have of-

By Nick Nahas

= ten never been
seen their entire
lives because of
their disability,”
said Ramos. "Of-

' tentimes,  they

" are marginalized
and their needs

« are considered
Iast and many of

- them have never
2 played in a sports
= league. I wanted

to give them an opportunity to shine.”

Ramos' clients have aged out of school
and don't have many social activities. As a
part of his agency, his clients are given the
opportunity to go out and have a fun time,
and this also provides the parents some re-
lief. He wants them to have an opportunity
to compete in a league, have fans cheer for
them, have the announcer say their name
and have walkout music. ALOTO wants to
give the players that special feeling that
major league players experience.

A League of Their Own wants to ex-
pand to other areas besides Riverview and
Tampa to help serve more people with dis-
abilities. It has raised funds for the cause
but still needs volunteers and donations to
get things off the ground. The Tampa Bay
Rays donated a field with artificial turf
to the league. The astroturf is necessary
for players who are nonambulatory and
use wheelchairs to get around the bases
safely.

“This community has so much love,” said
Ramos. "They just want to be seen, to be
normal and to not be treated differently.
Seeing their joy is my favorite part of the
job."

For more information, or if you want to
volunteer or donate to the league, visit
www.alotoriverview.org.
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TO LOVE ~ Freedom Pla
WHERE O S e ™

YOU LIVE

Discover the Freedom to
Enjoy Life at Freedom Plaza!

Looking for a vibrant, worry-
free retirement lifestyle right
here in Sun City Center?

At Freedom Plaza, a premier
Life Plan Community, you can
enjoy the independence you
love today with the peace of
mind of future care if ever
needed all in one beautiful
campus.

Come see why so many
residents say they wish they
had moved sooner.

O 813-642-1257
FreedomPlazaFL.com
0 1010 American Eagle Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573
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SENATOR MOODY HONORS HCA BRANDON
NURSE WITH FLORIDA'S FINEST AWARD

SouthShore Edition

HILLSBOROUGH CELEBRATES STANDOUT
JROTC CADETS, NAMES CADET OF YEAR

Page 11

HCA Florida
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HCA Florida
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FLORIDAS FINEST i

heart attack.

What began as a life-or-death moment
in a community garden has become a
powerful story of survival, teamwork and
recognition at HCA Florida Brandon Hos-
pital. Recently, Florida Senator Ashley
Moody honored Sharon Gibbs, director of
critical care at HCA Florida Brandon Hos-
pital, with the Florida's Finest Award for
her heroic actions that helped save the life
of Jeff Pollier.

Jeff Pollier and his wife, Robin Pollier,
were present for the surprise presen-
tation, making the moment even more
meaningful.

Just months earlier, Jeff Pollier col-
lapsed from a heart attack while garden-
ing with Robin Pollier at their plot in the
community garden in Sun City Center. By
chance, Gibbs was nearby and immediate-
ly sprang into action. She began CPR while
others retrieved an automated external
defibrillator, or AED, delivering the critical
care needed to restore his heartbeat.

Emergency responders transported Jeff
Pollier to HCA Florida South Shore Hos-
pital, where physicians identified severe

Healthcare % Healthg
H¥ o~

Sharon Gibbs, director of critical care at HCA Florida Brandon Hospital,
(center) stands with Jeff Pollier after being honored with the Florida’s
Finest Award by Sen. Ashley Moody due to Gibbs' quick actions during a

Staff Report

blockages in three major
coronary arteries. He was
then transferred to HCA
_ Florida Brandon Hospi-
tal for advanced cardiac
care, where a multidisci-
plinary team performed a
lifesaving quadruple by-
pass surgery.

During the award pre-
sentation, Moody recog-
nized Gibbs not only for
her quick thinking and
clinical expertise but also
for embodying the com-
passion and readiness
that define health care
professionals across Flor-
ida. Her actions serve as a powerful re-
minder of the importance of CPR training
and access to AEDs and the impact of be-
ing prepared to act in an emergency.

Stories like Jeff Pollier's highlight the
critical role of teamwork across HCA Flor-
ida Healthcare facilities. From the imme-
diate response in the community to ad-
vanced cardiac care in the hospital, every
step played a part in giving him a second
chance at life.

Now reunited and thriving, Jeff and
Robin Pollier stood alongside Gibbs during
the ceremony, a full circle moment that
underscored the lifesaving difference one
person and one team can make. For Jeff
Pollier, that difference means more time
with his wife, his family and the life they
have built together.

Jeff Pollier described his recovery in
simple terms: “I'm living on bonus time
now."

For the team at Brandon Hospital and
South Shore Hospital, it is a reminder of
their shared mission: to care for and im-

HCAF|

Hillsborough ~ County
Public Schools (HCPS)
announced its JROTC Ca-
det of the Year at a spe-
cial event held at the Uni-
versity of South Florida.
The district announced
the top 10 cadets, along ]
with the overall winner at
the year-end awards pro- |
gram. C/Lt Col Vidyarth
Sathya from Middleton High School took
home the top honors for Cadet of the Year.

HCPS has 28 Junior Reserve Officers'
Training Corps (JROTC) programs and over
5,000 cadets this school year. Currently,
there are 11 Army JROTC programs, nine
Navy programs, seven Air Force programs

C/LTC Isabelle Rivera from Newsome High.

Staff Report

and one Marine Corps program.
Each cadet that was nominated
from the programs went through a
rigorous board selection process to
be considered for the top awards.
"The competition for Cadet of the
Year is highly competitive, making
this recognition a significant ac-
complishment,” said Van Ayres, su-
perintendent of schools. "Congratu-
lations to each of these outstanding
cadets on being named among the
very best — your
hard work and
dedication  truly
set you apart.”
This year's win-
ners are:
Top winner: C/
Lt Col Vidyarth
Sathya from Mid-
. dleton High
C/LTC Marielis
Pena from Brandon
High
C/Col Charlotte Belloso from Durant High
C/LTC Isabelle Rivera from Newsome High.
C/CDR Andrew Papp from Riverview High
For more information about the JROTC
programs at HCPS, visit the district web-
site at www.hillsboroughschools.org.

prove human life.

If this was
childhoc

It’s time for a
colonoscopy.

Colorectal cancer is now a
leading cause of cancer death
in adults under 50, but when
caught early, it’s

AdventHealth makes
it easier to protect your future
through whole-person care
and preventive screenings.
We’ve made appointments more
convenient, while Al-assisted
technology is helping us catch
cancer earlier — so you can
keep feeling whole.

Schedule your screening today.
YourColorectalExperts.com

AdventHealth

Riverview
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Family Bingo,
Genealogical
Society, Sisterhood

Luncheon & More....

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
Jjbennett@ospreyobserver.com

South Bay
Genealogical

o

are always welcome. You don't need to
be a member of Beth Israel to join the
Sisterhood. Sisterhood is a great way
to meet other women and share fun
times while watching, and participat-
ing in, interesting programs. Many ex-
citing programs are planned for next
season, starting in the fall. To RSVP
for the luncheon or join the Sister-
hood, contact Donna at sisterhood@
jescc.org.

Community Service

Scholarship

Applications are now
being accepted by the
Democratic Women's
Club of Southeast Hills-

Society Meeting

borough County for this

The South Bay Ge-
nealogical Society
meeting on Tuesday,
May 19, will be held
at the South Hills-
borough Elks Lodge
No. 2672, located at
1630 S. US. 41 in Ruskin. An optional
roundtable discussion begins at 10:30
a.m., followed by a sit-down luncheon
at 12 Noon. At 1 p.m,, its guest speak-
er, Debbie Smyth, will present 'Probate
Records: Looking Beyond the Will." The
cost is $18 per person, which includes
the meal and presentation. For reser-
vations and meal selection, call Vicki at
360-608-1647.

S

Safe Families For Children Mu-
sic Bingo

Join Safe Families for Children on Fri-
day, May 15, for its music bingo fund-
raiser. The event will take place at Well-
spring Church, located at 705 Ninth St.
SE in Ruskin, with doors opening at 6
p.m. and bingo starting at 6:30 p.m.
Come early to get your table. Bingo is
$25. Southern BBQ
LLC will be serving
meals, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting Safe
Families for Children.
Along with music bin-
go, there will be raf-
fles and other prizes.
This event is sure to
be fun for anyone.

Beth Israel
Sisterhood’s Luncheon &

Installation of Officers

Beth Israel Sisterhood is having its
annual Luncheon and Installation of
Officers on Tuesday, May 5, at 12 Noon
in Beth Israel's social hall, located at
1115 E. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun City Cen-
ter. The Showtimers, a talented group
of women who perform songs from
Broadway musicals, will entertain the
attendees. The luncheon is for Sister-
hood members only, but new members

QXXX

Democratic Women's Club
of Southeast Hillsborough County

year's Sandra Morehouse
Community Service
Scholarship. Visit the
website at https://sehill-
sboroughdwc.org/ and
scroll down to access the
application. Applications
must be received by Thursday, April 30,
and can be emailed to smorehouseschol-
arship@gmail.com.

.

Impact Teen Huddles

The Impact Program is now offering
Teen Huddles, a faith-based small group
‘huddle’” intended to help students un-
derstand God's word, ask honest ques-
tions and learn how to apply biblical
truths to real-life situations. Students
in sixth through 12th grade meet on
the second and fourth Mondays of each
month from 6:30-7:45 p.m. at 3115 Lith-
ia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. For more
information, contact Kayla Dorman, an
Impact intern, at kdorman@whatisim-
pact.com or 863-220-3829.

Music And Art Homeschool
Day At Cracker

Country

Discover some of Flor-
ida’s rich music and art
history at Cracker Coun-
try Music and Art Home-
school Day on Tuesday,
May 12. While visiting
the museum’s historic
buildings, homeschoolers
can participate in activ-
ities designed to make
late-19th-through-early-20th-century
art and music come alive.

Enjoy live musical demonstrations on
the dulcimer, mandolin and conga drum;
make your own musical instrument; and
do some ‘everyday’ chores, like churning
butter and cleaning laundry on a wash-
board.

Advanced ticket purchase is required
from its website at https://floridastate-
fair.com/event/homeschool-day-mu-
sic-art/.
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RELIABLE INSURANCE

HONESTY INTEGRITY RELIABILITY

THE JOHNSON AGENCY

STRATEGIC RISK MANAGEMENT

BACKED BY EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST

855-482-6925

TANYAINSURES.COM

v AUTO v BOAT/RV
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v LIFE v PET INSURANCE
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MEALS ON WHEELS EXPANDS TO APOLLO
BEACH, CALLS FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Meals on
Wheels of
Tampa is ex-
panding its
reach into the
Apollo Beach
area, bringing
critical  meal
delivery  and
companion-
ship  services
to more home-
bound seniors
and individuals
in need. With the
expansion comes
an urgent call for
additional vol-
unteers, drivers,
donors and recip-
ients to help sus-
tain and grow the program.

Each day, the organization prepares and
delivers approximately 1,000 meals across
Hillsborough County. For many recipients,
the service provides far more than food.

"We nourish the body and our mission
is delivered in the last mile by 1,400 vol-
unteers,” said CEO Mandy Cloninger. “The
knock on the door is more than a meal; it's
a daily check-in."

Its meals are designed to meet a variety
of dietary needs, including heart-healthy,
renal and diabetic options. Each recipi-
ent receives a daily hot meal along with
a side dish, ensuring both nutrition and
consistency. Currently, the organization
operates 113 delivery routes and 18 dis-
tribution points throughout the county,
including a pickup location at First Baptist
Church of Riverview.

Despite the scale of the program, afford-
ability remains a priority. Eighty percent

Staff Report

of recipients
pay less
than $2.50
per meal,
made possi-
ble through
community
donations
and  volun-
teer support.
Meals on
Wheels  of
Tampa is pri-
vately fund-

ed and does not
M EALS accept  direct
t

ON WHEELS §°"°""men
OF TAMPA funding, relying

. : instead on the
nourish - enrich - strengthen .
generosity  of

local residents
and organizations.

Beyond nourishment, the program ad-
dresses a deeper need — human connec-
tion. For many homebound individuals,
a volunteer's visit may be the only inter-
action they have all day. These brief but
meaningful encounters help reduce isola-
tion, improve mental well-being and pro-
vide a vital safety check.

Founded in 1975 by Tampa resident Glo-
ria Fuentes, the organization began by de-
livering just 14 meals. Today, it has grown
into a cornerstone nonprofit, serving thou-
sands while staying true to its mission of
helping seniors maintain independence in
their own homes.

As the Apollo Beach expansion begins,
community involvement will be key to
continuing that mission. Those interest-
ed in volunteering, donating or receiving
services can learn more at the website at
www.mowtampa.org.

MEALS

ON WHEELS
OF TAMPA

nourish - enrich - strengthen

(O)

NOW SERVING
APOLLO BEACH

Meals On Wheels of Tampa is expanding & we're inviting
local partners to help us deliver more than a meal.

Partner with us to support neighbors
in Apollo Beach through: CONTACT US

Adopt-A-Route 813-238-MEAL

(businesses, teams, civic groups) MOWTampa.org

5320 North Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33603

Volunteer to Deliver
(flexible options available)

Connect Us With New Recipients
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MANY HANDS ... GETTING READY FOR SATURDAY

SouthShore Edition

OUR LADY'S PANTRY: PART ONE - DRIVERS AND
WEIGHING IN THE DONATIONS

"Our Lady's Pantry
traces its beginnings to
December, 1999, said
director Tom Bullaro.
“At that time, a dozen
parishioners from Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Mission first stuffed
their cars with food,
week after week, to
share with 25 families
in need.

"Those dozen pa-
rishioners were soon
joined by dozens more as, little by little, more
people came for food, and more cars were
needed to bring in those groceries,” he said.
"We didn't have our first small truck until
2008. And then, little by little, we outgrew
that truck as well.

"Today, about 700 clients come through
our drive-through Pantry every two Sat-
urdays,” he added. “We now have two big
refrigerated trucks to bring in tens of thou-
sands of pounds of food every week. Thank-
fully, Dave Mariconda has taken the lead
in organizing our team of drivers and help-
ers and maintaining our trucks. And Kim
Kordalski works closely with Dave in sched-
uling pickups.”

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has
a provision under Section 170(e)(3) that
allows food markets to take enhanced tax
deductions for donating apparently whole-
some food to qualified 501(C)(3) non-profit
food banks, like Our Lady's Pantry. What
this means is that we receive donations of
food from a dozen venders to share with our
clients every Saturday. A few of these vend-
ers donate more than once a week.

“Every day is its own day,” said Kordalski,
who is the assistant director of the Pantry,
“but it all begins before dawn, most of the

l.
fia v/
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year."

"We like to take off
by 6 am,” said Mar-
iconda. “The later we
go in the morning, we
run into so much traffic
and construction.

"But we don't just
jump in the truck and
take off. Once we turn
the ignition on, we do a
quick walk around.”

"Many boxes of food
are too heavy for one
person to lift, and venders do not help,” said
Mariconda. “For this reason, we ask for a
helper to ride along with the driver to help
load donations onto our truck.”

Once a driver returns to Wimauma, he or
she unpacks the truck, loading boxes onto
our fork lift, then drives it to the scale at the
entry of the Pantry. Here it is weighed, the
store identified, and the donation recorded.

"One of us is standing by the scale,” said
Kordalski. “We note the store, the weight,
and the product type of food (i.e., bakery,
meat, dairy, prepared food, produce and
non-perishables). on our clipboard.

After the food has been weighed, the
driver sets the boxes on the floor, where
other hands scoop it up, sorting it further
by eggs, produce, meats/frozen foods, and
non-perishables. Once all the donations are
in, Kordalski sends the numbers to Feeding
Tampa Bay, so each store gets tax credits
for their donation.

Our Lady's Pantry provides an average
0f300 clients are coming through a drive-th-
ru-Pantry every week for groceries. It is lo-
cated at16650 U.S. Highway 301 S. Wimau-
ma. Contact tom@ourladyspantry.com.

To read, “Getting Ready for Saturday”
Part Two, www.ourladyspantry.com.
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COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING
ENHANCED BY Al

By the time some patients report symp-
toms of colorectal cancer to a care provid-
er, tumors have had a chance to grow or
metastasize out of colon. At later stages,
cancer is much more difficult to treat.
Fortunately, more people are aware of the
lifesaving value of routine colon cancer
screenings, including colonoscopies. Now,
when specialists enlist smart technologies
like GI Genius, colon cancer screening can
be more powerful and effective than ever.
Used to assist in polyp detection through
enhanced visualization during a colonosco-
py, GI Genius was the first artificial intel-
ligence system of its kind available in the
US. It offers immediate analysis of vid-
eo-imaging data, flagging potential prob-
lem areas so physicians can take a closer
look to identify and remove precancerous
polyps.

"It's an intelligent endoscopy module,”
says Adnan Muhammad, MD, FACG, a
board-certified gastroenterologist and
physician lead for AdventHealth West Flor-

Staff Report
ida  Division
Gastroenter-
ology. “Al-as-
sisted colorec-
tal screenings
| using the GI
Genius  give
us accurate,
real-time anal-
ysis of lesions,
including pre-
cancerous pol-
yps and other
abnormalities.
It  enhances
our  viewing
and diagnostic
capabilities.”

Guided by
the physician, the GI Genius module adds
the power of AI to routine colonoscopy.
By instantly flagging trouble spots for the
gastroenterologist to assess, the GI Genius
module offers an extra level of accuracy.
The GI Genius module has been shown to
increase adenoma (precancerous lesions)
detection rate by up to 14.4%.

"The GI Genius works in concert with
our routine screening equipment,” says Dr.
Muhammad. "It examines the video feed
from the endoscope as we work, offering
accurate identification of lesions. It is high-
ly effective.”

Recent research shows that the GI Ge-
nius positively identified 99.7% of lesions.
It is a smart guide and a step forward in
protecting patients’ health and wellness
with early, lifesaving colon cancer screen-
ing.

The GI Genius is now offered at Adven-
tHealth Riverview. To learn more, visit on-
line at www.YourColorectalExperts.com.

l"/ .

Learn more about all of Tobacco Free Florida’s tools and
services at TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.

Sessions (in-person

or virtual sessions fo

replacement therapy

There's never been a
better time to quit
with Group Quit

Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit

participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for
their attendance.*

Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person

regardless of insurance status. Upon class
completion, participants are eligible for nicotine

or lozenges.**

Pre-registration required

or virtual) now offer

r all Florida residents

such as patches, gum,

*while supplies last

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

S 7 USF AREA HEALTH H
T pfoched® Florida
AHEC Rl HEALTH O.com
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Facials | Back Facials | LED Light Therapy | Dermaplane | Microdermabrasion
Peels | Enzymes | High Frequency | Professional Skin Care For Retail Purchase
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Not ready for assisted living? Perfect.
We’re not like everyone else. Come see the difference.

a
Family Owned
Homelike Peer
Neighborhoods
Progressive Care For
Peace Of Mind As
Needs Change
Three Separate Memory
Care Neighborhoods
Because Not One Size
Fits All
Convenient Location
Easy Parking
Pet Friendly
Golf Cart Accessible

ALF LICENSE #9553

T oy Tomes

Cypress Creek
Assisted Living & Memory Care
813.633.7777 | www.cypresscreekalf.com
970 Cypress Village Blvd. Sun City Center, FL 33573

Tailored Travel, Where Every Trip Is A Treasure!

-~ GRUISE PLANNERS

EETE T T e e—

w‘ YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Japan - 13 Night

Cherg Blossom Cruise
ils April 4,2028
aboard the Celebrity Millennium.

Includes Classic Drink Package and basic Wi-Fi!

GREAT GROUP RATES AVAILABLE
Deposits are fully refundable

Call Today for More Info!
0O = E_!

Matthew Gordon & Marji Beam
Cruise Planners® Independent

Franchise Owners \__})

5, Businesses
T ‘}if].;ﬁ Goodie Bag

“SOUTHSHORE

Chamber of Commerce
coupglillsowc
from 1€

hamber membe

Call to Join! 813-645-1366 Or visit
southshorechamberofcommerce.org
then click JOIN US tab

FULL LINE OF PLUMBING SERVICES INCLUDING:

* Repipes * Sewer Line Repair & Replacements
* Water Heaters * Toilet Repair & Replacements
* Drain Cleaning & Hydro Jetting - Camera Inspections
* Fixture Upgrades & More!

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

$20 OFF

FORMERLY

CALL US
TODAY!

813-633-8023 JETARARAA

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH
OTHER DISCOUNTS.)

CFC1429356

LICENSED, INSURED, & BONDED
EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE!

ANERICHAS
SWIMMING POOL CO.

« Specialized in Remodeling,
Repairs, & Resurfacing

(& Real Estate Pool Inspection

Call 813-641-4968
or visit ASPSouthShoreFL.com

© 2026 ASP Franchising SPE LLC. All rights reserved. Each location
independently owned & operated. License CPC1460605

CREDIT UNION

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570

6106 Delancey Station Street
Riverview, FL 33578

n Remodeling | —'Cleanlng | wRepaws | %Constructlon
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~\ CHARTER ACADEMY

11667 Big Bend Road, Riverview, FL 33579

(813) 769-1209
WE REMEMBER ON MEMORIAL DAY

“TAND OF
THE FREE
BECAUSE OF
THE BRAVE”

HONOR THE COURAGE OUR FALLEN
BROTHERS AND SISTERS SHOWED
OUR COUNTRY

EizE  SOUTHSHORE SHARKS
i% JUST KEEP STRIVING
:

§un City (enter

erol Home & Cremas

Your Goodbye, Your Way

Share your story by planning the final chapter.

At Sun City Center Funeral Home, Sun City Center
our experienced team of preplanning Funeral Home

advisors will help you craft plans for a
vibrant celebration of life, memorial,
funeral, or other event in seamless
coordination with local cemeteries and

Give us a call or stop by today.
(813) 634-9900

1851 Rickenbacker Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

suncitycenterfuneralhome.com

= www.southshorecharter.org
BOOK YOUR FIRST |
= =1 = =
STRETCHZONE = 21l ~— —
Uniock your body's

ENIBINTN

Two Great Locations to ST: ET
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LYNN ...

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

CASEY LYNN, DMD. MS.

houses of worship.
+&

RUSkiI{ Fresh Market

O.UAI.ITY PRODVUCE AND MORE AT A PRICE YOU WII.I. I.OVE'

(813)751-7757
2619 14th Ave SE, Ruskin, FL 33570

(Big grey & red warehouse located
two doors down from weather station)

NEW HOURS!
Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Saturday: 9:00am-6:30pm
Sunday 11:00am - 6:00pm

2026 In Network Plans!

Anthem | GEHA | UMR
United Healthcare
Humana | Ameritas
Guardian | UNUM

smileLYNNdental.com
(813) 591-3052 | 122 Harbor Village Lane, Apollo Beach

Dr. Stewart, DMD Dr. Lynn, DMD, MS

CHARTERS
813-924-9250

From stylish finds to unique treasures, your purchas
directly support the programs that empower

\ women and families in need. AAN
— \"Shop:Donate: GChange Lives: ' .
B D @Stew Hours:
2 ——

MARY & MARTHA HOUSE

FASHION

W)emmgg@:

“0ME Gonns Tues.- Fri: 9am- 1pm
Sat. 9am-12pm
S—" Socation:
/" Fashion + Housewares + Vintage + Furniture 312U.S.Hwy, 415.
Toys + Appliances + Glassware + More! Ste.B,
: Ruskin, FL 33570
813.645.7874
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STRAZ CENTER BROADWAY SEASON INCLUDES WICKED, HAMILTON & MORE

Staff Report

Photo by Joan Marcus

Kyra Belle Johnson and Fergie L. Philippe in Disney$s Beauty and

Photo by Joan Marcus

(L to R) Tyler Fauntleroy and Jimmie J.J. Jeter in Hamilton national tour.

Straz Center for the Performing Arts
is delighted to announce the 2026-2027
Bank of America Broadway at Straz Center
season. The schedule includes Buena Vista
Social Club™, ‘Twas the Night Before ... by
Cirque du Soleil, Death Becomes Her, The
Great Gatsby, The Sound of Music, Boop!®
The Musical, Disney's Beauty and the Beast,
Operation Mincemeat: A New Musical and
the return of Tampa's most “"popular” mu-
sical Wicked. In addition to the nine-show
package, the season features the Florida
premiere engagement of Oh, Mary! and en-
cores of Hamilton and Jersey Boys.

"We're excited to welcome another ex-
ceptional season of Broadway to Straz
Center and to share these extraordinary
productions with the Tampa Bay commu-
nity,” said Straz Center President and CEQ
Greg Holland. "From beloved audience fa-
vorites to award-winning new productions,
this season reflects the creativity, energy
and artistry that make Broadway so spe-
cial. Whether returning to experience a
longtime favorite or discovering something
new, audiences will find performances that

inspire, entertain and bring us together. We

studio. Once known as the “"Queen of Feel-
ing,” her voice was celebrated throughout
Cuba — until she vanished from the spot-
light. When an ambitious young record
producer brings her a rare opportunity, the
elusive diva must finally reckon with her
past.

‘Twas the Night Before ... by Cirque du
Soleil runs Nov. 18-29. It's the holidays, and
this year, things are different. For years,
Isabella and her father have read “A Visit
from Saint Nicholas” together, but now Is-
abella feels she has outgrown the tradition.
When the magic of the poem comes to life,
a snowstorm separates them and sends
them on a fantastic journey.

Death Becomes Her runs Dec. 8-13.
The Tony Award-winning musical comedy
is based on the classic 1992 film, with di-
rection and choreography by Tony winner
Christopher Gattelli. It has been described
as "a laugh-filled, tuneful musical to die
for” (Variety) and “a cheek-aching laughter
roller coaster — the most fun night out!”
(The Daily Beast).

The Great Gatsby runs Jan.19-24. Based

the Beast. Photo by Matthew Murphy Photo by Matthew Murphy

whatever comes next.
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SOUITHSHORE

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
www.southshorewlth.com

RETIRED or
RETIRING SOON?

Let’s make sure you’re prepared for

REQUEST A RETIREMENT READINESS REVIEW TO HELP YOU:

Create dependable income
Avoid tax surprises
Stay confident in uncertain markets

CONCIERGE SERVICE MODEL
> Live person 24-hr response
turnaround (1 business day)
> Quarterly reviews

> Proactive outreach

Call or email to schedule your
complimentary pre-retirement
or retirement review today!

(813) 499-9247

separate ownership from any other named entity.

Mike McCormick

Founder | Wealth Manager

Securities offered through Cetera Wealth Services, LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGAN Insurance Agency LLC), member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC, a registered investment adviser. Cetera is under

and energy” (Entertainment Weekly).

Wicked returns Feb. 3-28, telling the
story of two unlikely friends in the Land
of 0z — one born with emerald-green skin
and extraordinary talent, the other bubbly
and popular. Featuring songs like "Defying
Gravity,” "Popular” and “For Good,” Wicked
has been called “a magical Broadway mu-
sical with brains, heart and courage” (Time
Magazine).

The Sound of Music runs March 9-14.
For 65 years, this Rodgers and Hammer-
stein classic has remained one of America's
favorite musicals. Directed by three-time
Tony Award winner Jack O'Brien, the story
of Maria and the von Trapp family contin-
ues to captivate audiences with themes of
love, resilience and the power of music.

Boop!® The Musical runs April 20-25.
Inspired by the iconic Betty Boop charac-
ter, the show follows Betty's adventure as
she escapes her black-and-white world for
a colorful journey in New York City. It has
been described as a "show-stopping rain-
bow of joy” (The Daily Beast) filled with
heart and humor.

Dishey’s Bea and the Beas 1

Jessie Davidson as Elphaba in the national tour of Wicked.

Menken and Tim Rice, the production in-
cludes classic songs like "Be Our Guest”
and "Beauty and the Beast,” along with
spectacular new sets and costumes.

Operation Mincemeat: A New Musi-
cal runs June 1-6, 2027. Set in 1943, the
show tells the true story of a secret Al-
lied mission that helped turn the tide of
World War II. An Olivier Award winner
for Best New Musical and a multiple 2025
Tony nominee, it has been called the "No. 1
Broadway Show of 2025” (Entertainment
Weekly).

In addition to the season package, the
Straz Center will present the Florida pre-
miere of Oh, Mary! April 6-11, 2027. The
dark comedy explores the life of Mary
Todd Lincoln in the weeks leading up to
Abraham Lincoln's assassination. Declared
“one of the best comedies in years" by The
New York Times, the production earned
two Tony Awards, including Best Direction
of a Play, along with multiple other honors
and a Pulitzer Prize finalist designation.

For more, call the Straz Center Ticket
Sales Office at 813-229-7827 or outside
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Ramen

apanese Cuisine
Two Locations

. Jummenr
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& Sushi

\\\\\ Summer Ramen & Sushi

3 FL 674 Suite 114
Wimauma
813.213.9809

SummerRamen.com

N

BNt Gl

E Sushi & Grill
6428 US 41N, Apollo Beach

6428ESushi.com
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813.213.9369
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HOW MCAULEY FINE JEWELRY TURNS
MEMORIES INTO MASTERPIECES

McAuley Fine Jew-
elry has become one of
Brandon's most trust-
ed names in fine jewel- [
ry, known for its blend [
of craftsmanship, cus-
tomer care and multi-
generational expertise. S
Whether you need [
jewelry repair, inspec- ##
tion, cleaning, ring siz-
ing, watch battery re-
placement, appraisals |
or a custom-designed
piece, McAuley is your
one-stop shop for all
your jewelry needs.

The store's reputation is (o
reflected in the words of Au Ie
customer Terry Vassalotti,

FINE JEWELRY

who shared, "I have to say it
was a real pleasure working with McAuley
Fine Jewelry. When my mom passed nearly
nine years ago, I was left with her wedding
ring. I didn't want to wear it as a ring but
wanted to repurpose it into a pendant to
honor her.”

Vassalotti's experience highlights the
personal attention McAuley Fine Jewelry
is known for. McAuley's expert jewelers
ultimately created a meaningful custom
pendant using her mother’s diamond and a
sentimental stone of her own.

“T found out that I had enough credit with
the gold I brought in to pay for the setting as
well as the gold necklace that fits perfectly,”
said Vassalotti. "I met the owner, Ed, when
I picked up the finished job, and he couldn't
have been a nicer guy. I can't recommend
them enough.”

Since taking over the business in 2017
Ed and Jenn McAuley have guided the store
through significant growth in staff, a new

-l ‘ A N L

Ed McAuley and Joe Martin share a moment in the
shop where their legacies meet — Martin’s Jewelers

became McAuley Fine Jewelry.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

location, and
new technology
including  laser
welding,  CAD
and 3D printing.

"We purchased
the old Carson
Optical  building
¥ and moved the
| jewelry store
| from 664 Oak-
field to 201 S.
Kings  Avenue,”
said Jenn.

Even with
these  changes,
one thing has
remained  constant:
McAuley Fine Jewel-
ry's commitment to
exceptional service.

"Service and craftsmanship are where we
excel,” said Jenn. "Our jewelers have years
upon years of experience.”

Custom design continues to be a major
part of their identity.

"We recommend an appointment [for
custom designs],” said Jenn McAuley. "We
typically will have two consults. If you don't
know what you want, Ed listens for styling
cues. Also, we'll talk about using any old
scrap gold jewelry you may have.”

"Our younger employees are learning
from our jewelers with tons of experience,”
she added, “It's fun to have people come in
and see how they can be creative. Due to our
small business size, we still have the ability
to operate with freedom.”

McAuley Fine Jewelry is located at 201
S. Kings Ave. in Brandon. For more informa-
tion, call 813-689-8124, visit https://mcau-
leyfinejewelry.com/ or follow the store on
Facebook.

Fishing Charters - Sunset Cruises
and ECO Tours
Ask ahout group, military, law enforcement,
fire fighter, and corporate discounts!
Gift Certificates Availahle.
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NPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME..
Book Your Charter Today!

(813] 480-9111

www.trueliesfishingcompany.com

Do | have enough
coverage if | get sick?"

‘Am | pa ing}ntoo much

for my plan

"‘Will my medications
be covered?

As anindependent licensed agent in Medicare, Under 65 Health Insurance, Small Business
Group Options, and Life Insurance....| help many people of all ages every day get the answers
to these questions and more. Let me help youfind the right plan for your needs!

Cell: (813)767-2878 www.medicareofflorida.com
Office: (813)5563-3822x2 My services are always no cost to you.

mlbartock@gmail.com CALL Today!

MB Insurance
Solutions

SHADETREE

OPEN
HOUSE

EXPERIENCE A LIFESTYLE THAT
FEELS EFFORTLESS AT OUR

MAY 9TH 11 PM TO 4 PM

Spend your afternoon at our Open House featuring bites

from Bocadito Premium Latin Food and the Amazonia Acai

Bowls Food Truck, plus a live DJ, and time to connect with
our dedicated leasing and management team!

INDULGE IN SPRING SAVINGS OF UP TO $6,000!

Enjoy up to Two Month’s FREE when you move in by May 20,
PLUS apply same day for a chance to spin the wheel for an
an additional move-in gift!

*All offers are limited and subject to change without notice. For qualified applicants on 15 month leases.

T T Y
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DON‘T MISS OUT ON OUR AWARD-WINNING COMMUNITY!

3511 GREAT CYPRESS CIR, RUSKIN, FL 33573
SHADETREE.APARTMENTS | (813) 773-8110

PINCH-A-PENNY

POOL-PATIO-SPA

CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT & REPAIR
RENOVATIONS
NEW CONSTRUCTION

813-951-4789

11339 Big Bend Road, Riverview
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TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT US

TOP PRODUCER
2002-2025

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM

IN

[ILLSBOROUGI

COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ¢ Direct: 813-924-8677
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SPRING INTO
SOMETHING NEW!

Lets be REMARKABLLE together! P/ -~

I »_ 3 )

+ " g

KX . - e
e e s

- L e TS
L b L R A

0 RED A 5056 Ruby Flats Dr
£7905 000 Wimauma, FL 33598

oS4 3 = EXPERIENCE

B et YOUCANTRUST
St =~ RESULTS
m——_ YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com
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TOURS RETURN TO THE YUENGLING
BREWERY AFTER 8-YEAR HIATUS

After an eight-
year pause, brewery
tours are official-
ly returning to the
Yuengling ~ Tampa L&
Brewery. Bookings M
went live on March B
15 for visitors to
begin making res- iR
ervations, and tours
began on March 3
20. The experience
offers guests a be- &8
hind-the-scenes look &
at America’s oldest

brewery  brewing B :
beer inside Florida’s oldest operating brew-
ery.

The relaunch of tours gives beer lovers
and history enthusiasts alike the opportu-
nity to learn about the craftsmanship and
tradition that define the Yuengling name.
Brewed locally in Tampa for more than 26
years, the brand is rooted in the company’s
nearly 200-year legacy as a sixth-genera-
tion, family-owned and operated American
brewery.

Originally constructed in 1958 by the
Schlitz Brewing Company, the Tampa facil-
ity was one of the most advanced breweries
of its time. Ownership later transferred to
Stroh's Brewery before being purchased by
Yuengling in 1999, making Florida the com-
pany's second home behind the breweries
in Pottsville, Pennsylvania — and the oldest
brewery in America. Today, the Yuengling
Tampa Brewery continues the family brew-
ing legacy, blending tradition with modern
brewing technology to produce its iconic
beers for the Southeast region.

The Yuengling Draft Haus & Kitchen
opened on-site in Tampa in June 2023. Since
then, the only public access to brewery tours
was through the restaurant’s monthly Ea-

gle Series Beer
Dinner Experienc-
es — chef-curated,

multicourse  beer
pairing dinners
featuring  Yuen-
gling favorites, like
Traditional Lager,
alongside  small-
batch, limited-re-

lease Eagle Series
® beers. The return of
regularly scheduled
tours now makes
the brewery expe-
rience accessible to
a broader audience of visitors to the Draft
Haus & Kitchen beyond these exclusive, tick-
eted events.

Tour Experience Details

Yuengling Tampa Brewery Tour highlights
include: * An overview of Yuengling's almost
200-year heritage.

* Insight into Florida's oldest operating
brewery.

* A guided behind-the-scenes look at the
brewing process.

* Photo opportunities throughout the fa-
cility.

 Opportunity to taste the broader port-
folio of Yuengling brands and special, limit-
ed-edition beers only available on-site.

Tours will be available on Fridays and Sat-
urdays, with plans to expand availability in
the future.

Tickets start at $1095 per person, and
tours are open to all ages. Guests ages 21
and up may upgrade their experience to in-
clude a guided beer flight tasting.

The Yuengling Tampa Brewery is located
at 11109 N. 30th St. in Tampa. To book tick-
ets, visit wwwyuengling.com/tampa/. For
more information, visit the website or call
813-488-6444.

By Jane Owen
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ABSOLUTE SURGICAL HOSTS FREE
ADVANCED WELLNESS SEMINAR MAY 12

CUSTOM HAIR

For the hair you’ve always wanted!

e FREE CONSULTATION!

e EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

e NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for

active men & women

e Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
e | argest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
e Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

Since 1969

56336-1

THE LOOK YOU WANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

customhairtampabay.com « APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

Residents of Sun City
Center and the sur-
rounding  Southshore
communities are invited

Staff Report

about Emsculpt Neo, a
non-invasive  treatment
that simultaneously
builds muscle and reduces

to an upcoming wellness ABSOLUTE fat while improving circu-
seminar  designed to lation, strength and range
showcase new, non-sur- SURGICAL of motion. The technolo-
gical options for improv- SPECIALISTS gy is also FDA-approved
ing strength, mobility Craig Amshel, M.D. to help address joint and

and overall quality of life.

Absolute Surgical
Specialists ~ will  host 8
a VIP Wellness Event
on Tuesday, May 12, from
3 to 6 p.m. at its Cypress
Village Boulevard location.
The seminar will feature live
demonstrations, education-
al discussions and hands-on
opportunities to learn about
emerging medical technolo-
gies now available locally.

The event will be led by Dr.
Craig E. Amshel, who founded
Absolute Surgical Specialists
in August 2005 after completing general
surgical training in Phoenix, serving as an
Army surgeon during Desert Shield and fin-
ishing a fellowship in colon and rectal sur-
gery in Miami. Since opening his practice in
Sun City Center, Amshel has remained ded-
icated to serving the Southshore commu-
nity with fast, high-quality gastrointestinal
surgical care.

A hallmark of his practice is efficiency
and accessibility, guided by his philosophy:
“Your time is just as important as my time.”
Patients are typically able to schedule ap-
pointments within a week and are seen
promptly upon arrival, reflecting a pa-
tient-centered approach that has defined
the practice for more than 20 years.

During the seminar, attendees will learn

www.absolutesurg.com

back pain by enhancing
muscle performance and
13-633-0081 reducing atrophy.

The event will also
highlight Emsella, a break-
through pelvic floor treat-
ment that uses high-intensity
electromagnetic energy to
strengthen muscles affected
by incontinence and other con-
ditions.

Dr. Amshel's practice contin-
ues to expand with the grow-
ing community, including the
addition of an in-house surgical
suite in 2017 at 1046 Cypress
Village Blvd. This allows procedures such
as colonoscopies, endoscopies and select
surgeries to be performed more efficiently
and cost-effectively than traditional hospi-
tal settings.

Adding to the community-focused at-
mosphere, Local Brew Company will offer
complimentary tastings during the event.
The neighboring business, known for its
craft beverages and welcoming environ-
ment, reflects the seminar's emphasis on
connection, education and local partner-
ship.

Attendees will also have access to live
demos, consultations, event-only pricing
and free swag. Reservations can be made
by calling 813-633-0081 or visiting www.
Absolutesurg.com.

License# CCC132593

O

Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Mainfenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal
Blown-In Insulation ¢ Solar Attic Fans

CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up

(813) 689-ROOF ®3

NEVER
BUY SALT
AGAIN

* NON-ELECTRIC

o HEALTHIER
ALTERNATIVE

e NOSALT

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE

WATER SOFTEN

GARY BANCROFT
OWNER

(813)684-7873(PURE)

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS!

ER CHECKUP!

=
BBB.

Health if)ility. fong/Shor;

g
it

SUDD

L emental Life
“Wisio

rm Care.
. Medicare.” Dental.

JSmall/Large Group | \*@Jrancem ‘

INSURED
|AMERICAN ef—‘FAMlLY\

Proud partnefwith .

)

(813)°919-8536

Healthcare Sol UtiO"?fTE.‘L'LL!— ¢ C.Gruenbaum@insuredaf.com

“If you need insurance Craig is your guy! He
and always finds the budget you want to stay in. If you’re not satisfied with what you have
he’s always happy to help so that you’re happy!” - S. Farquhar

is great and gives you exactly what you want
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TANYA HINES

EXPERIENCED AUTISM ALLIANCE
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

UNDERSTAND, ACCEPT, LOVE

" 4

g

TIPS FOR STRESS-FREE TRIPS WITH
AUTISTIC CHILDREN AND ADULTS

As we head into the
warmer months, many
families start thinking
about vacations, stayca-
tions and simply getting
out to enjoy life a little
more. For families like
ours, traveling with an
autistic loved one can feel
overwhelming at times.
But I want to encourage
you to travel, make mem-
ories and truly enjoy the
experience.

The key is preparation ...
ibility.

Start with what you know works best
for your loved one. Familiar items can make
a big difference. Pack their favorite snacks,
comfort items like blankets or toys and
anything that helps regulate or calm them.
If your child or adult thrives on routine, try
to keep parts of that routine consistent,
even while away.

Think ahead about your environment. If
you're staying in a hotel, request a quieter
room. If you're going somewhere new, look
at photos online or talk through the expe-
rience ahead of time so it feels more pre-
dictable.

Plan your days, but don't overplan them.

Build in breaks. Allow time to rest. Know
that not everything will go exactly as
planned, and that's OK. Some of our best
memories have come from the moments

and a little flex-

we didn't expect.

One thing that has
helped our family is having
a 'backup plan. If some-
thing becomes overwhelm-
ing, we pivot. Maybe that
means stepping outside,
taking a car break or even
calling it a day early. Suc-
cess doesn't mean doing
everything; it means every-
one feeling safe and sup-
ported.

And let's be honest, there may be mo-
ments. Loud moments. Uncomfortable
moments. Moments where you feel like
all eyes are on you. I've been there. Take a
breath. Give yourself grace. You are doing
your best, and that is more than enough.

Most importantly, don't let fear stop you
from living life.

Our families deserve joy. Our loved ones
deserve experiences. And we, as parents
and caregivers, deserve to make memories
alongside them.

If you're looking for support, resources
or community connection along the way,
there are organizations like Experienced
Autism Alliance here to help families nav-
igate the journey. Learn more at https://
autismalliancefl.org/.

So, whether it's a big trip, a weekend
getaway or just a day out in your own com-
munity, go for it. Prepare, stay flexible and
embrace the journey.

HURRICANE AWARENESS

Hurricanes are
powerful and de-
structive natural
disasters that can
cause significant
damage to commu-
nities, infrastructure
and the environment.
Understanding  hur-
ricanes, how they
form, their poten-
tial impacts and the
importance of pre-
paredness can help
reduce the risks they pose to individuals
and communities.

The Dangers of Hurricanes

While hurricanes are known for their
strong winds, they can cause a variety
of dangerous effects:

1. Strong Winds: Winds can cause
buildings to collapse, trees to fall and
power lines to snap, as well as flying de-
bris.

2. Flooding: Heavy rainfall can lead to
flash flooding and river flooding, sub-
merging roads, homes and infrastruc-
ture.

3. Storm Surges: A storm surge occurs
when strong winds push seawater onto
the land, causing coastal flooding and
damage, often the most deadly aspect.

4. Tornadoes: Hurricanes can spawn
tornadoes, which can further increase
damage and risk.

5. Power Outages: Power can be out
for up to seven days.

B
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PREPARE AND STAY SAFE

6. Food Shortages:
With the lack of pow-
er, stores are closed,
refrigerators no lon-
ger work and trans-
portation of food be-
comes difficult.

Preparing for a
Hurricane

Proper preparation
can save lives and
reduce property dam-
age. The SouthShore
Disaster Council is
hosting two hurricane preparedness
symposiums, one on Saturday, May 30,
at 10:30 a.m. at Calvery Church, located
at 1250 E. College Ave. in Ruskin, and
the other on Thursday, June 11, at 10:30
a.m. at Sun City Center United Method-
ist Church, located at 1971 Haverford
Ave. in Sun City Center.

Please attend one of these informative
presentations, which will include HCFR,
HCSO, local utilities and other catastro-
phe and disaster preparation and re-
covery resources. Learn your evaluation
zone, how to prepare your home, how to
deal with evacuations and how to shel-
ter in place.

Conclusion

Hurricanes are among the most pow-
erful and destructive natural disasters,
but with proper awareness, preparation,
and action, the risk they pose can be
minimized. Educate yourself and make
a plan.

WWﬂﬂ%W,@Wﬁ}ﬁw Advecacy

THE LAW OFFICES OF
TIFFANI K. THORNTON

]

Office@TKTLAW.ORG

PRACTICE AREAS:
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
BUSINESS LAW
FAMILY ESTATES

813-337-7319
653 W. LUMSDEN RD. BRANDON

AA‘
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BRANDON
aV.

Third
Tuesday

of Every Month

al 6:30 pm
Meeting in
Person & \iia Zoom

B
N
7 '(\:C /I% "’ (€4

TESSERA seede6

Zoom Meeting ID:
993 47016039

Passcode:
459148

Join by phone:
833.928.4608

)‘;),}J‘;,‘MW BN
813-607- 6880

Come a little early for refreshments!
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

EST

ALZHEIMER’S‘
ASSOCIATION

Hybrid Dementia and Rizheimer’s Support Groups
for Gare Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

Fourth
Wednesday

of Every Month

at 2:00 pm

Meeting in
Person & \iia Zoom

DID YOU KNOW?

Sleep deprivation
can increase the
risk of dementia.
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HILLSBOROUGH UNVEILS NEW ONLINE
SYSTEM TO RESERVE CAMPING SPOTS
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HONEST FOOD GUY GIVES REVIEWS
AT A LOCAL RESTAURANT NEAR YOU

By Libby Hopkins

Volume 1, Issue 4

Adam  Turner
has been a para-
normal investiga-
tor, been on the
TV. show Pawn
Stars and is know
in the communi- *
ty as The Honest
Food Guy. "I love
food,” Turner said.
"Until high school, ot
I really didn't get
to experience dif-
ferent foods. My
high school had a
culinary class as an
elective. That's when
I started trying new
things and that's
where I feel in love
with food.”

His passion for food
then turned into tell-
ing people about food.
"I started writing on
Trip Advisor and so- = &%
cial media,” Turner
said. "I started a food page on Facebook
when we moved to Florida, Honest Respect-
ful Food Reviews of Hillsborough County and
I would write my reviews there. Last year
a restaurant owner asked me why I didn't
make content as well. I told him I had no
idea how and he convinced me to try. The
rest is history.” The Honest Food Guy was
born!

Turner and his family visit local restau-
rants and give honest food review of what
they eat. "Almost everything has been posi-
tive,” Turner said. "Most restaurant owners
have been extremely welcoming and love my
vision. They are open to it.”

Turner goes into the different restaurants

Adam Turner aka The Honest Food Guy has a
passion for food and sharing his reviews of local
restaurants on his Facebook page.

as just a regular cus-
tomer. "T don't do the
normal influencer thing
and have these places
pay me to come in. I
come in unannounced,
buy my own food, and
give a real and honest
review,” Turner said.
"The only way to be
real is to come in as a
normal customer with-
out anyone knowing
I am there. I believe
less than five restau-
rants have taken offense to
this and even a few took to
social media to try to dis-
credit me. It's sad but be-
yond my control when this
happens. Some people don't

' N care for honesty, but most

‘
Mm_fwﬂ

do. I have formed amazing
relationships with some of
these owners, and T am so
grateful for that.”

Every day is an adventure
for Turner and his family. "I love the un-
known. I get excited to try these places and
whether the score is high or low, I love get-
ting to tell people about these places,” Turn-
er said. "It is advertisement whether I enjoy
it or now. The people who choose to hate
me completely ignore the end where I invite
everyone to come try it for themselves, re-
gardless of what I think. I love involving my
family on the journey. My kids think it's the
greatest thing ever and I am leaving a lega-
cy for them to continue.”

If you would like to learn more about The
Honest Food Guy, you can visit his Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61571945455265.

% TESSERA

- BRANDON
av.

Independent Living

With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living

“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Gare

“Living the present...cherishing the past.

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150
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Want to get [y
away somewhere [4§8
close to nature,

with plenty of room ! §#
to relax and just
feet away from a |
wide array of rec- P
reational opportu
nities? Booking a &
spot at one of Hill-
sborough County's §
almost 200 camp
sites in three of its * :
most popular conservation parks
just got a lot easier.

The county has unveiled a new
online reservation system, which ==
means that prospective campers no
longer need to arrive early and in §
person to reserve a spot at Edward ©
Medard, E.G. Simmons, or Lithia Sprlngs
Conservation Parks. The online system
allows campers to see when and where
vacant campsites are available and to re-
serve and pay for the specific site(s) up to
six months in advance. Additionally, camp-
ers can search for sites with the amenities
they desire, including electricity, water, pic-
nic tables, grills and campfire rings.

Camping fees remain the same: $24 per
site per night, $18 for those ages 55-64
and $12 for Hillshborough County residents
ages 65 and older. All three conservation
parks allow for both RV and tent camping.

In addition to camping, these conserva-
tion parks offer many other distinct ameni-
ties. Edward Medard Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 6140 Turkey Creek Rd. in Plant City,
is home to a 700-acre reservoir, observa-
tion tower, hiking trails, a disc golf course,
picnic shelters and a large playground
area. Lithia Springs Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 3932 Lithia Springs Rd. in Lithia,

includes picnic
shelters, hik-
ng trails, ca-
F'§ noe rentals, an
da ADA-accessi-
1 ble playground
and  pictur-
esque  views
of the Alafia
' River. The
mm centerpiece
of the park
% is a large
8 freshwater
spring that
is  popular
with swim-

l 'zr

Simmons
Conservatlon Park, located at 2401
19th Ave. NW in Ruskin, borders Tampa Bay
and offers a large boat ramp facility, ca-
noe/kayak rentals, a beach and swimming
area, picnic shelters, fishing areas, two
playgrounds and 200 acres of mangroves
reserved for a bird and wildlife sanctuary.

The following number of campsites are
available:

* E.G. Simmons Park, 103 sites.

e Lithia Springs Park, 45 sites.

* Edward Medard Park, 43 sites.

RV campers are limited to stays of 30
consecutive days per park; tent campers
can stay up to 14 days within a 30-day
period. A maximum of two dogs or cats is
allowed. Also, the individual who reserved
the campsite must be physically present at
check-in.

For more information regarding camp-
ing options at Hillsborough County's con-
servation parks, please visit the website at
www.hcfl.gov/camping.

Let us help take the burden
of retirement and estate
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.

813-627-0872

feels like to me

Call for details and pricing!

813-607-6880
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

912 Lithia Pinecrest Rd., Brandon, FL 33511
www.Preservationlst.com

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. WC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered
through J.W. Cole Advisors, Inc. JWCA). Preservation 1st Financial Group, LLC and JWC & JWCA are
unaffiliated entities. Non-security products are not offered by J.W. Cole.

Guided Kayak Tours ~ Eco Tours
sunset Dinner Cruises
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CAMPS FOR LEARNING, ADVENTURE AND FUN

Spring is almost
here, and summer is
just around the cor-
ner — which means
now is the perfect
time to start plan-
ning a season full of
discovery, creativity
and fun. To help fam-
ilies get a head start,
the Osprey Observer
team has once again
rounded up the best local programs
for our annual Summer Camp Guide,
a special pullout section designed to
connect students with unforgetta-
ble summer opportunities across the
community.

From performing arts and STEM
to sports, outdoor adventures and
enrichment programs, this year's
guide highlights camps for nearly ev-
ery interest and age group. Budding
performers can take center stage
at Music Showcase and the Florida
Academy of Performing Arts, where
children immerse themselves in act-
ing, singing and dance through themed
musical theater camps. Young artists
can also explore dance, theater and
music through the Patel Conservato-
ry, which offers more than 100 camps

CAMP | cszkax

and classes taught by working pro-
fessionals. Music lovers won't want to
miss School of Rock, featuring genre-
themed camps for ages 7-18, or Cen-
ter For Dance Arts, known for its
wide range of dance instruction and
award-winning competition teams.

For hands-on creativity, AR Work-
shop provides engaging DIY camps
that build confidence and imagina-
tion, while Camp Mirage keeps kids
moving with action-packed mornings
full of creativity and play.

Families looking for outdoor or
traditional camp experiences will
find plenty of options, including Ce-
darkirk Camp & Conference Cen-
ter, Circle F Dude Ranch and Busch
Gardens Tampa Bay, which blends
thrilling rides with animal encoun-
ters and education. Horse lovers can

Adventuresa

PLACE' |

saddle up at TLC's Gypsy Haven, while
sports-minded campers can stay ac-
tive through Fellowship Church sports
camps or daily adventures at High 5
Inc..

Academic and STEM-focused fam-
ilies will appreciate enrichment op-
tions from Mathnasium, Skill Samurai
and Code Wiz, while Kids 'R’ Kids Cir-
ca FishHawk delivers themed camps
that blend learning with fun. With
more than 25 locations, YMCA of
Tampa Bay also offers something for
every camper, from arts and gym-
nastics to zip-lining and pool time.

Be sure to explore the full Sum-
mer Camp Guide for dates, pricing
and registration details — and don't
forget to enter our Summer Camp
Sweepstakes, where one lucky fami-
ly will win a free week of camp. With

Music & Theater

Summer Camps
The Florida Academy of Performing Arts

QAP A oo

the florida academy
of performing arts

(813) 490-ARTS (2787)

00

Register online at FAOPA.org

Located in Music Showcase
Musical instruments, lessons,
repairs, and more

402 Oakfield Drive,
Brandon FL 33511

Florida Academy of Performing Arts | Located in Music Showcase

FAOPA Day Camp

so many outstand-
ing options, Sum-
mer 2026 is shap-
ing up to be one to
remember.

Families are en-
couraged to regis-
ter early, as many
camps fill quickly
and offer early-bird
discounts,  schol-
arships or flexible
scheduling options. Summer camps
provide more than entertainment —
they help children build confidence,
friendships and lifelong skills while
giving parents peace of mind. Wheth-
er your child wants to explore a new
passion or deepen an existing one,
this guide is your go-to resource for
planning a summer filled with growth,
joy and memorable experiences close
to home.

Full and half-day week-long camps, plus daily drop-ins

Free early drop off and late pick up
Activities to explore instruments, acting, singing, and art

Themed weeks like: Wicked, Harry Potter, Superheroes, and more!
Scholarships and sibling discounts

Musical Theatre Camp

Productions for all ages and skill levels
Elementary, Middle School, and High School productions
Broadway Boot Camp - Broadway Artists To Attend

Visit FAOPA.org for shows, schedules, and performances

Past Summer Shows

FREAKY
FRIDAY

(813) 490-ARTS

BROADWAY

FAOPA.org
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DANCE, THEATER AND MUSIC PROGRAMS
OFFERED AT STRAZ CENTER THIS SUMMER

CEDARKIRK BLENDS FAITH, ADVENTURE
AND LEADERSHIP FOR SUMMER 2026

By Olivia Clark

By Olivia Clark
Registration for ductions like Se-
the 2026 Summer ussical, Jr. and

Camps and Class-
es is now open at
the Patel Conser-
vatory, the accred-
ited  performing
arts school at the
Straz Center for
the Performing Arts in downtown Tampa
The Summer session runs Monday, June 1
through Friday, July 31, and the programs in
dance, theater and music are carried out for
students aged 3 through adult.

Each summer, the conservatory opens its
doors to those who want a first experience
in the arts and to those who desire more
advanced, preprofessional training. Families
from across the Tampa Bay area enroll in the
programs, which offer both creative enrich-
ment and more formalized skill development
during the summer months. Classes are con-
ducted by working artists and experienced
instructors in a professional performing arts
environment.

They can take dance courses in the Next
Generation Ballet Summer Intensive, which
has five, three-, and two-week sessions for
ages 11 through college, and dorm housing is
provided for older students. Younger danc-
ers can join the Junior Intensive and other
camps appropriate for their age, designed to
enhance their technique, strength, and per-
formance quality.

These students will get the chance to
rehearse and perform in fully staged pro-

Aladdin KIDS in
which they will get
acting, singing and
stage movement
experience. There
are other specialty
camps for funda-
mental acting skills and Shakespeare, and
older students have the chance to audition
for the Broadway Intensive production of
Catch Me If You Can.

Music offerings include jazz, choral and
chamber intensives, a singer-songwriter
camp, and a number of workshops focusing
on particular instruments. Younger students
also learn about composition, rhythm and
collaboration through weekly camps like The
Science of Music and World Drumming and
Storytelling.

Tuition rates differ for each program, with
most week-long camps costing $475 and
multiweek intensive programs charged at
higher rates depending on the length of the
program. There are scholarships with the
financial aid priority deadline being Friday,
February 28. Auditions or placements are
required for some programs before registra-
tion, and early enrollment is recommended
since enrollment is limited.

For a complete schedule or to register, go
to www.patelconservatory.asapconnected.
com or www.patelconservatory.org. For
more information, call 222-1040 or emalil
admissions(@strazcenter.org.

Yes to New
Adventures

No Place Like This Place

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON
FAMILY YMCA
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA
AT BIG BEND ROAD
813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA
813.677.8400

Tucked away on 170
wooded acres along the
Alafia River, Cedarkirk
Camp and Conference
Center continues its
longstanding tradi-
tion of offering a place
apart for children and
teens to grow in faith
and community. Owned
by the Presbyteries of Tampa
Bay and Peace River, Cedarkirk
has served the region since 1971
and welcomes more than 1,000
campers each summer.

While its residential camps re-
main a cornerstone of the minis-
try, Cedarkirk is placing added emphasis on
its growing day camp program. Mandy Goff,
Program Director, said the camp launched
day camp two years ago and saw participa-
tion more than double in its second year. In
response to family needs, Cedarkirk has add-
ed early drop-off from 8-8:30 am. and late
pick-up from 5-5:30 p.m. for an additional
fee.

“"We are really trying to focus on our day
camp program and make it affordable for
families in this area,” said Goff.

Day camp serves students who have com-
pleted kindergarten through fifth grade. Ce-
darkirk is also piloting a small middle school
day camp during the final week of summer,
Monday, July 27 to Friday, July 31, with lim-
ited space available. Residential camps con-
tinue to run Sunday to Friday for students
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who have complet-
ed third through
12th grade, while
Explorer Camp
provides a two-
night introduction
to overnight camp
for children who
have  completed
first through third
grade.

Goff explained that a typical
day camp day begins at 9 am.,
with drop-off beginning at 8:30
am. Campers join residential
campers for morning songs be-

fore rotating through scheduled
activity blocks that include zip lining, canoe-
ing on the river, climbing the rock wall, arts
and crafts and hiking. Campers swim daily,
weather permitting, and share family-style
lunches together. Each afternoon concludes
with Bible study, worship and snack before
pickup from 4:30-5 p.m.

Goff said creating community is central
to the experience. Technology is not permit-
ted, encouraging campers to build friend-
ships, engage with nature and participate in
shared traditions such as group songs and
family-style meals. With approximately 30
summer staff members and small day camp
groups of 12-14 campers per session, Ce-
darkirk continues to prioritize connection,
outdoor adventure and spiritual growth.

Llearn more or register at www.cedarkirk.
campbrainregistration.com.
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With over 25 different camp options throughout the
Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing

in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:
Feb. 21, March 21 and April 18 | 1lam-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S‘mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to
explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres
of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and
MORE, it's a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

REGISTER ONLINE

tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »
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A LOOK INTO HIGH 5'S SUMMER CAMP
PROGRAM FOR AGES 5-12

High 5 Inc. is a mul-
tipurpose facility com-
mitted to positively im-
pacting the community.
Located in Brandon, High
5's programs are divided
into five pillars: learn to
swim, special needs edu-
cation, after-school care,
sports and recreation and
community partnerships.

From Monday, June
through Friday, August 7, ngh
5 offers summer camp for
ages 5-12. This weekly pro-
gram is Monday through Fri-
day, 7 a.m.-6 p.m., for the main
campus, and Monday through
Thursday, 7 am.-6 p.m., for
the off-site campus at Bevis Elementary
School.

A typical day at the main summer camp
consists of a wide variety of engaging ac-
tivities. During the day, campers rotate
through swimming, outdoor sports, gym
games, playground time, arts and crafts,
hands-on STEM experiences and Gamers
Grotto (a supervised and age-appropriate
video game room). The off-site location’s
camp is similar in structure, minus the
pool. However, it does offer water activi-
ties on some days of the camp.

"What truly sets our camp apart is the
experience we're able to provide on our
beautiful, expansive campus and the wide
range of activities we offer. Our program-

By Emily Harper
ming is thoughtfully de-
signed to balance fun with
learning, physical activity
with creativity and struc-
ture with exploration,”
said Jada Spano, vice
president of operations.

Families can expect a
safe and fun environment
where children play and
learn while making life-
long summer memories. High
5's experienced staff creates
a welcoming atmosphere,
keeping safety as their top
priority.

"We focus on creating a
safe, inclusive and support-
ive environment where ev-
ery child feels valued and encouraged to
grow,” said Spano.

One of the most anticipated moments
of camp is the ‘World's Largest Swim Les-
son’. Happening on Thursday, June 25, this
global event promotes water safety and
drowning prevention.

Spano stated, "Our campers love being
part of something so meaningful and mem-
orable, and families appreciate the import-
ant life-saving skills it reinforces.”

Registration for the summer camp is
now open on the website at www.high-
5inc.org/camp. The main campus camp
costs $175 per week, with a one-time $40
registration fee for the summer, while the
off-site camp is $90 per week.
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MATHNASIUM CAMPS KEEP MATH SI(ILLS
SHARP DURING SUMMER BREAK

Summer is a season
full of possibilities, lon-
ger days, new experi-
ences and the perfect
opportunity for kids
to grow in confidence.
It's also a powerful
time to strengthen
math skills in a way that feels

learning doesn't pause; it acceler-
ates, giving students the chance
to build skills, explore new ideas and feel
proud of their progress.

"Learning loss happens when students
are not consistently engaged with content,”
said Mathnasium owner Nicole Pestano.
“Therefore, summer is a pivotal time due to
the long break. Research shows that during
those few short months, students forget
what they have learned and lose essential
skills. Staying engaged helps students build
skills and confidence so they don't have to
play catch-up in the new school year.”

While some students use summer to re-
inforce essential skills, others are ready to
push ahead, and younger learners are just
beginning to form the foundations that will
support future success. Mathnasium sup-
ports students at every stage of learning,
from building foundations to tackling ad-
vanced challenges.

At Mathnasium, summer learning is nev-
er one-size-fits-all. Every student begins
with a personalized assessment that iden-

By Libby Hopkins

tifies strengths, gaps
and learning styles.
From there, Pestano
and her team cre-
ate an individualized
learning plan tailored
specifically to each
child. Students who
need extra support receive tar-

MAH

positive, engaging and stress- Make It a geted instruction to rebuild con-
free. At Mathnasium, summer Ma:m}gii:l'm fidence and close learning gaps.

Students who are on track keep
their skills sharp and steady. Ad-
vanced learners are challenged with deep-
er concepts that keep them engaged and
motivated. And its youngest ‘Great Foun-
dations’ students develop number sense,
problem-solving skills and a love of math
that sets them up for long-term success.

Summer is also the ideal time to get
ahead without pressure. Mathnasium ses-
sions are engaging, encouraging and flexi-
ble, making it easy to balance learning with
vacations, camps and family time.

"We're proud to be a Step Up for Stu-
dents provider, making personalized math
learning accessible for more families,” add-
ed Pestano.

Learn more about summer camps
at  www.mathnasium.com/ruskin or call
813-819-MATH (6284). Mathnasium of
Ruskin is located at 3062 19th Ave. NE in
Ruskin. You can also contact Mathnasium
of Riverview, located at 13388 S. U.S. 301
in Riverview, by calling 813-565-1102 or
visiting www.mathnasium.com/riverview.
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FLORIDA ACADEMY OF PERFORMING ARTS
OFFERS FUN MUSICAL SUMMER CAMPS

The Florida Academy
of Performing Arts (FA-
OPA) is a local nonprofit
organization that was es-
tablished to support the
performing arts through
programs at the acade-
my and in the Brandon
community.

challenge and inspire students
and their surrounding com-
munities. FAOPA fosters self-discovery, cre-
ativity, confidence, group responsibility and
pride in accomplishment.

"FAOPA celebrates the professional artis-
tic disciplines of music, dance and the visual
arts,” said Danielle Sanchez, academy direc-
tor of FAOPA. "We strive to be a model of
excellence in theatre for all our audiences.”

FAOPA and Music Showcase have offered
summer camps, day camps and musical the-
ater camps for many years.

"The day camps consist of singing, danc-
ing, arts and crafts, intro into theater
through improv,” Sanchez said. "Our musical
theater camps are for all ages and skill lev-
els. We offer a variety of shows throughout
the summer. Students work on choreogra-
phy, blocking, stage direction and charac-
ter development. Throughout the process,
we watch students grow in confidence and
self-esteem as they become blooming actors
on the stage.”

FAOPA is committed to
providing extraordinary the- OO a
ater experiences that educate, Q -org

the florida academy
of performing arts

By Libby Hopkins

FAOPA
is currently
working on the
camps  they
will be offering
this summer to

the community.
“"We will
offer musical the-

ater camps and day
camps,” Sanchez said.
"Our musical theater
camps are two weeks
long. Day camps are
one week long. We have our middle school/
high school groups that meet in the after-
noon/evening.”

The cost for musical theater camp is $295
plus a service fee. Day camps are from 9
am.-1 p.m. for half day and from 9 am.-5
p.m. for whole day. Day camp is for kinder-
gartners through age 10, and the cost is
$230 plus service fee.

“Parents love our musical theater camps,”
Sanchez said. "They love watching where
their student starts and end up as well as
seeing the difference. They love to watch
their children grow in self-esteem and find
the confidence to stand on the stage with
their peers in the show. ."

If you would like to learn more about
FAOPA and the camps it will be offering
this summer, you can visit its website at
www.faopa.org/ or call 813-490-ARTS
(2787). FAOPA is located at 402 Oakfield
Dr. in Brandon.

TEN WEEKS OF FUN AWAIT FAMILIES
AT TAMPA YMCA SUMMER CAMPS

Summer will arrive
soon, and the Tam-
pa Metropolitan Area
YMCA is getting ready
for another season of
adventure,  learning,
and friendship. Reg-
istration is now open f
for Summer Camp at
Campo Family YMCA, @ ¥
Spurlino Family YMCA, and North Brandon
Family YMCA. Campers ages 6-15 can enjoy
10 weeks of fun activities in a safe and orga-
hized setting.

Each location offers a unique mix of Signa-
ture Camp and specialty options. Signature
Camp allows kids to rotate through activities
such as swimming, STEM projects, arts and
crafts, outdoor education, and team-build-
ing games. Counselors support campers
throughout daily activities designed to build
confidence, promote friendships, and keep
campers active during the summer.

Campo Family YMCA in Valrico features
specialty camps that include sports, creative
arts, and teen leadership programs. Spurlino
Family YMCA in Riverview offers many ath-
letic and enrichment camps, along with pop-
ular options for teens. North Brandon Family
YMCA in Seffner provides sports, drama,
gymnastics, and adaptive camps, ensuring
families can find a program that fits their
child's interests and abilities.

Teens have new opportunities this year,
with three unique experiences tailored for
ages 13-15. Programs focused on leader-

By Olivia Clark

ship, such as Junior
Lifeguard ~ Camp
and Counselor
in  Training, help
participants  build
responsibility, com-
munication  skills,
and hands-on ex-
perience that lasts
beyond  summer.
The Junior Teen Camp program introduces
participants to outdoor exploration, basic
archery, scenic trails, and lake adventures
while fostering confidence and creativity.

Families can enhance the regular 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. camp day with optional add-ons,
which vary by location. These may include
swim lessons, open swim, sports, high ropes,
horseback riding, and gymnastics. During
registration, families can choose available
add-ons specific to their YMCA. A non-
refundable deposit of $10 per week, per
camper is due at registration, with separate
deposits for specific teen leadership pro-
grams.

Tampa YMCA camps are ACA-accred-
ited, which means they have gone through
a thorough review by the American Camp
Association focusing on health, safety, and
program quality standards. This distinction
places Tampa YMCA camps among a select
group of accredited day camps in Florida.

Regjistration is available online at the web-
site www.tampaymca.org, where families
can view session weeks and age group de-
tails. Sessions fill up quickly.

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN FOR SUMMER 2026

At Circle F Dude Ranch Camp, we foster grit,
growth, and a love for the outdoors. With the
perfect blend of Western flair and classic camp fun, we
give kids the kind of summer they'll never forget. Located
in Lake Wales, campers 6 to 16 enjoy our overnight
experiences for one, two and three-weeks sessions.

DATES & RATES

www.circlefduderanchcamp.com

863-676-4113

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE
May 9th, 2026 - 10:00AM to 4:00PM

Meet our leadership team, try our activities, take a
tour, and learn more about summers on the ranch.

RSVP REQUIRED

info@circlefduderanch.com




CIRCLE F DUDE RANCH CELEBRATES 75
YEARS OF ADVENTURE AND TRADITION

By Kelly Wise Valdes

exploration and

Ranch Camp is 3 y " | adventure.
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GCARAGE DOOR Co.

DOORS -OPENERS +SPRINGS

(813) 684-7744

Garage Door Service, Repair & Installation

¢ Residential Garage Doors
» Garage Door Openers

excited to cele- N  Many of Cir-
brate its 75th year, § ¥ cle F's traditions
marking a mile- BR e have  remained
stone for the Lake : unchanged, Moss
Wales camp that E% said, including
has welcomed gen- opening and
erations of young closing  camp-

people. Camp Di- %
rector  Benjamin
Moss said the
camp's longevity comes from
staying true to its mission while
adapting to the needs of each
new generation.

"Circle F has remained special
because it has always stayed
true to its purpose — helping
young people grow in confi-
dence, character, and independence — while
thoughtfully evolving with each generation,”
Moss said. "Since 1952, families have trust-
ed us to provide a place where kids can un-
plug, build real friendships and discover who
they are beyond screens and schedules.”

During the summer, Circle F welcomes
about 200 campers per session, evenly split
between boys and girls. Campers spend
their days immersed in activities such as
horseback riding, waterfront programs,
arts, team and individual sports, ax throw-
ing, paintball, boating and climbing towers.

The camp sits on 500 acres of southern
live oak forest surrounding a spring-fed
private lake, creating a scenic backdrop for

DAY CAMPS

& June 7™ July 31st

@ For completed K - 5th grades
@ Lunch & snack provided

@ $230 per week

Early drop off and late

pickup available

fires, cabin living,
horseback riding

*and more. "Those
moments connect today’s
campers with generations
who sat around the same fire
before them,” he said.

Moss said climbing, ad-
venture sports, leadership
pathways and more inten-
tional skill development have
helped shape the modern Circle F. "The bal-
ance between tradition and innovation is
what defines modern Circle F, honoring our
roots while preparing campers for the world
ahead,” he said.

Circle F will host an open house in May to
give families a firsthand look at camp life.
Moss said visitors can expect tours, staff
introductions and opportunities to explore
activity areas. "Visitors will tour cabins and
activity areas, meet our leadership team and
staff, see programs in action, and get a real
sense of daily life at Circle F."

For more information, visit the website at
www.CircleFDudeRanchCamp.com or call
863-676-4113.

steve@mastergaragedoor.com * Broken Springs Estimates
mastergaragedoor.com * Cables onNew
28 years serving the community Installs

* Doors off Track

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving Our Community

with only the highest quality
parts and service.

K- 8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
26-27

e

NAVIGATOQ ACADEMY
of LEADERSHIP VAL DlCO

- ol

o

(813) 603-9340

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

Leader in Me School

1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.AR.T. Curriculum

Before/After Care

Science and Engineering
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Located in Lithia, FL

OVERNICHT CAMPS

H

@& For completed 1st - 12th grades
Q 3-day & 6-day experiences

@ Nurturing staff
@ Starting at $555

Scan for
more
information
and to
register

Contact
Information

813-685-4224
camps@cedarkirk.org

www.cedarkirk.org

1920 Streetman Drive
Lithia, FL 33547
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CAMP CRISTINA OFFERS ADVENTURE &
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ALL SUMMER

By Olivia Clark

1

ULTIMATE SUMMER WI “-AH BUSCH
GARDENS TAMPA BAY CAMPS

Staff Report

At Camp Cristina in River-
view, the summer is set for
exploration, skill enhance-
ment and outdoor fun. Reg-
istrations are now open for
the camp’s 10-week summer
program designed to of-
fer hands-on and natural
confidence-inspiring  ex-
perience.

Signature Camp at
Camp Cristina features a
rotating line-up of activi-
ties for children that take
place all day long and in-
clude swimming, STEM projects, arts and
crafts, outdoor education and team-building
games. Campers are closely monitored and
grouped according to age, with counselors
providing guidance in a structured environ-
ment where children can remain physically
active and mentally stimulated.

Camp Cristina has a variety of specialty
camps for older campers with particular
interests. In Horse Camp, participants learn
the basics of grooming, go on trail rides,
and gain confidence working with horses.
Swim Camp focuses on water safety and
swim instruction with certified staff to help
campers build skills in and around the water.
Lifeguard Camp offers aquatics leadership
skills, teamwork, and hands-on training that
generates responsibility and prepares young
adults for future certification opportunities.

Campers can also take part in Adven-
ture Camp, which includes activities like

405 Beverly Blvd,

archery, exploring the
lake, and team challenges
that promote cooperation
and problem-solving. The
Counselors in Training and
Junior Lifeguards pro-
grams offer leadership
skills, communication
skills, and hands-on
training in a nurturing
environment  focusing
on growth and respon-

sibility.
Thus, families can
add on to the tradition-

al camp day, which runs from Monday to
Friday, 9 am. to 4 p.m., with weekly add-ons
such as swim lessons, gymnastics and ex-
tended care. Add-ons vary according to the
age group and availability and can be chosen
during registration. There is a nonrefundable
deposit at registration and a separate de-
posit for select teen leadership programs.

Camp Cristina is one of the Tampa YMCA's
ACA-accredited camps, which is reflected in
the national standards for safety, staff train-
ing, and program quality. This places the
camp among the few day camps in Florida,
meeting the standards set by the American
Camp Association.

For further information or to register,
go online to https://www.tampaymca.org/
letscamp or the Tampa YMCA registration
portal. Families are advised to register their
children at the earliest opportunity to avoid
missing out on available sessions.

Brandon, FL, 33511

e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $40
* $175/WEEK | MONDAY - FRIDAY

In order to continue to make our pro]grams offordable and

accessible for fumilies, High 5 proud

y accepts school readiness!

Bevis Elementary School - 5720 Osprey Ridge Dr, Lithia, FL 33547

e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $30
e $90/WEEK | MONDAY - THURSDAY

Register Today:

[www.high5inc.org/camp]

Your search for sum-
mer plans is over. Fam-
ilies looking ahead to
summer camp 2026
will find a wide range
of engaging, education-
al and adventure-filled
options at Busch Gar-
dens Tampa Bay, where
camps are designed my

=\

YOUR SEARCH FOR
SUMMER PLANS IS OVER

keepsakes, including
a camp T-shirt and
water bottle, along
with  opportunities
to return to the park
after camp hours.
For older students
seeking a deeper ad-
venture, overnight
resident camps pro-

‘Busch
Gardens

camp

* (813)884-4FUN (4386)

for animal lovers, thrill
seekers and curious minds of all ages.

Busch Gardens summer camps offer chil-
dren and teens the chance to unplug and
connect with animals, nature and one an-
other in a dynamic, hands-on environment.
Campers explore wildlife, learn about con-
servation and animal care, enjoy thrilling
rides and shows, and build friendships that
often last long after summer ends. These
experiences are not only fun, but also
meaningful, helping campers grow in con-
fidence, curiosity and teamwork.

Busch Gardens' summer programs are
led by carefully selected, highly trained
professionals who know how to balance
education with excitement. The park of-
fers a variety of educational summer day
camps for students from kindergarten
through 12th grade, with sessions tai-
lored to different age groups and interests.
Campers enjoy close-up animal encounters,
behind-the-scenes experiences, themed

games and crafts, age-appropriate rides,
live shows, and interactive learning activ-
ities. Each camper also receives souvenir

SUMMER FUN INCLU

GAMERS GROTTO

o INDOOR GAMES
o ARTS & CRAFTS
e PLAYGROUND

o STEM.

POOLS/DIVING BOARDS amacaneiy Se=NEF=7
ON-SITE FIELD TRIPS owam caweus

vide a one-of-a-kind
sleepaway experience. Based in a secure
on-site lodge, these all-inclusive camps im-
merse rising seventh through 12th graders
in a blend of wildlife education and adrena-
line-pumping attractions. Campers gain ex-
clusive access to animal care areas, inter-
act with park professionals, and experience
the park in ways not available to regular
guests.

Busch Gardens camps are accredited by
the American Camping Association, offer-
ing parents added confidence in program
quality, safety and staff training. Priority
access to attractions, enriching education-
al content and unforgettable behind-the-
scenes moments consistently place these
camps among the top summer programs in
the region.

With options ranging from early elemen-
tary students to teens—and even special-
ized programs for those exploring future
careers—Busch Gardens Tampa Bay con-
tinues to be a standout destination for sum-
mer camp 2026 registration opportunities.
Register at www. buschgardens.com.

DES:
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Member Services | 813-689-0908

A memberservices@highSinc.org

& www.highSinc.org/camp
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BLENDING EDUCATION AND FUN

Families across the
greater Tampa area are
gearing up for summer,
and one local program is
already drawing atten-
tion with a blend of fun,
learning and adventure.
Camp VIBE at Kids 'R’
Kids Learning Acade-
mies is now enrolling,
offering children a dy-
namic camp experience
designed to inspire cre-
ativity, teamwork and
personal growth.

Each week of Camp
VIBE introduces a new
theme, giving campers fresh opportuni-
ties to explore different interests through
hands-on activities, interactive lessons and
engaging field trips. From creative projects
to team-building exercises, the program is
structured to keep children excited while
helping them discover new passions and
build confidence.

Organizers say the goal is simple: create
an environment where learning feels like an
adventure. Campers are encouraged to think
big, try new things and develop friendships
along the way. With a balance of structured
programming and playful exploration, the
camp aims to deliver an experience that chil-
dren will remember long after summer ends.

The program is part of Kids 'R’ Kids Learn-
ing Academies, which serves families in Val-
rico, Brandon and the surrounding Tampa

communities. The
Circa Fishhawk lo-
cation in Lithia of-
fers a secure, tech-
nology-enhanced
‘.o environment  with
w trained educators,

¥ ¢ live-stream  class-
room access and
controlled  entry

systems, providing
peace of mind for
parents.

Beyond summer
camp, Kids 'R" Kids
offers  accredited
s programs for chil-
dren ranging from infants to age 12, includ-
ing preschool and before- and after-school
care. The school emphasizes a well-rounded
approach to education, focusing on physical,
emotional, social and intellectual develop-
ment through play and structured learning.

As a family-owned and operated organi-
zation, the academy encourages strong par-
ent involvement and prioritizes the individu-
al needs of each child.

With spots expected to fill quickly,
families are encouraged to schedule a
tour and learn more about what Camp
VIBE has to offer.

Kids 'R’ Kids Circa FishHawk is locat-
ed at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. in Lithia.
Call 813-654-7000. Hours of Operation:
6:30 am.-6 p.m. Visit the website at
www.kidsrkids.com/circa-fishhawk.
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DISCOVER CREATIVITY AT OVERFLOW
FINE ARTS CAMPS

Staff Report

This  summer,
families in the
Valrico area can
explore a unique
arts  experience
designed to in-
spire  creativity
and  confidence
in kids. Overflow
Fine Arts offers
engaging summer
camps where stu-
dents are encour-
aged to discover
and develop their
talents in a safe,
welcoming environment. With a strong
focus on belonging, every child is giv-
en the opportunity to grow artistically
while building friendships and social
skills.

Camps are offered in flexible sessions
from 9am-1pm or 2pm-6pm, making it
easy for families to find a schedule that
works. With a low teacher-to-student ra-
tio of 1:10, campers receive personalized
attention and guidance throughout their
experience. Pricing ranges from $225 to
$275 depending on the camp selected,
and families can take advantage of early
bird discounts available through May 1st.

A Fun, Faith-Filled Approach to the
Arts

Overflow Fine Arts blends creativity
with purpose through its Fine Arts and
Fun Arts programs. Campers will sing,

act, dance, and
create art while
learning team-
work, focus, and
confidence. Root-
ed in a mission
to help students
discover their
God-given  gifts,
the program em-
phasizes growth
through  encour-
agement and
hands-on learning.

Snacks are in-
cluded daily, and
campers are asked to bring their own
lunch. Clothing recommendations will
be shared with families ahead of time
to ensure students are comfortable and
prepared for all activities.

Building Confidence, Community, and
Talent

More than just an arts camp, Overflow
Fine Arts creates an environment where
kids feel safe, valued, and inspired.
Whether your child is experienced or just
beginning to explore their creativity, this
program offers a supportive space to try
new things and build lasting skills.

For more information or to register,
families can visit www.overflowfinearts.
com or call 813-777-3808.

Stay connected on social media at @
overflowfinearts for updates and high-
lights throughout the summer.

Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class
coasters, Busch Gardens” Tampa Bay has camps for
both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.

Kids in Kindergarten through 12t grade
can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.

Day Camp: K-12t" « Resident Camp: 7t"-12t

Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.

BuschGardens.com/camps ¢ (813)884-4FUN (4386)
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CEDARI(IRI( CIRCLE F DUDE, PATEL, MATHNASIUM AND MORE....

Cedarkirk Camp & ', .
Conference Center, lo- %=
cated on 170 acres of
woodlands, wetlands and
uplands near the Alafia
River, will have summer
overnight and day camps
starting on Sunday, June 7, and
on Friday, July 31. Campers can sign up for
a week or the whole summer. Day camp is
available for campers who have completed
kindergarten up to those who have complet-
ed fifth grade and is priced at $230 per week.
Day campers must bring their own lunch.
Overnight camp is available for campers who
have completed first through 12th grade and
starts at $555. Cedarkirk is located at 1920
Streetman Dr. in Lithia and can be reached
at 813-685-4224. For more information and
to register, visit www.ce- ;
darkirk.org.

Circle F Dude Ranch :

Circle F Dude Ranch, lo- :
cated in Lake Wales, wel- :
comes boys and girls from :
all over the United States :
and the world for one to :
three-week sleepaway :
camp sessions. Kids range in age from 6-16.
Circle F fosters grit, growth and a love for the
outdoors. With the perfect blend of Western
flair and classic camp fun, it gives kids the
kind of summer they'll never forget. Visit Cir-
cle F Dude Ranch for an open house on May 9,

= ershlp team try actlwtles and learn
- =% about summers on the ranch, RSVP
t at admin.gazeboevents.com. For
~: more and to sign up, visit www.
circlefduderanchcamp.com.

== Mathnasium
Summer is the
perfect time for :

PR TTTTT PP TP PP PP PP PP Y, are

mance experience and exemplary curricu-
lum vitae. Running from Monday, June 1, to
Friday, July 31, full and half-day camps are
available weekly for ages 4-18. The cost var-
ies depending on the camp;

financial aid and scholarships

available.

: Visit the web-
: site at www.pa-
: telconservatory.

kids to grow in confidence : Makelt a org or call 813-
and strengthen math skills i Mathnasium 222-1040. Open
without pressure. At Math- : Summer! : House scheduled for Thurs,

nasium, summer learning :
accelerates with personal-§
ized plans designed for ev- :
ery Stage _ fl’om buﬂdlhg ..................
foundations to tackling advanced challeng-
es. Students receive targeted support, stay
sharp or move ahead while enjoying engag-
ing, flexible sessions that fit busy summer

............... schedules. Parents often see

: gains not just in skills but also
: in confidence and attitude. This
¢ summer, help your child return
to school prepared, motivated
: and excited about math. To find
: alocation near you, please visit
¢ www.mathnasium.com.

instructed by passionate, working artists

with a taste array of professional perfor- :

: The Patel Conservatory :

The Straz Center's Patel Conservatory of-
fers arts education courses and programs :
in dance, theater and music, with 100-plus :
camps and classes available. Students are

: May 14, from 5-6 p.m.

: Busch Gardens
"""""""" " For more than 25 vyears,
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay has provided chil-
dren with inspiring, exciting and educational
experiences through some of the best Tam-
pa summer camp options. There are a wide
variety of summer day camp options to fit
your child's grade level and interests. One of
the reasons to choose Busch Gardens as your
summer camp include it being accredited by
the American Camping Association, meaning
parents can trust that the camp meets high
standards for safety, staff training and pro-
gram quality. Also, campers get to enjoy the

_ CONSERVATORY
.STRAZ CENTER 3

Compiled By Jenny Bennett
adrenaline rush of rides as well as the unique
opportunity to meet animals up close. Be-
yond the fun, campers experience activities
that

are both enriching and
educational, providing
a well-rounded expe-
rience.

For information,
visit the park web-
site at www.bus-
chgardens.com.

Jam Room Music

Jam Room Music is a new concept in music
stores, combining retail and lounge areas
with space to jam. It knows the unique
joy that occurs when musicians create
music together and believes everyone
should have :

that  expe-
rience. Its:
goal is to:
build up the :
local music :
community :
by providing :
everything :
musicians b

welcoming environment to spend time
around music. Jam Room Music is offer-
ing half-day summer camps from Mon-
day, June 8, through Friday, July 10, at
its Valrico location at 1040 Bloomingda-
le Ave. Visit www.jamroommusic.com or
call 813-709-7822 for information.

Go back ahead!

Pre-Enroll Now & Save $100 OFF! *

— Make ——

Mathnasium

Part of Your
summer Plans

Your child can avoid the math learning loss that typically happens over the break

by attending summer sessions at Mathnasium. And the benefits don’t stop there!

(N

o Faster progress is possible without the distraction of other academic commitments DA
, wa N . . . . o
 We're vacation-friendly, with live face-to-face instruction, both in-center and online 4 AY -

¢ Kids can start the new school year with confidence

Mathnasium of Riverview Mathnasium of Ruskin

813-565-1102 813-819-MATH (6284)
*Pre-Enroll by May 15 and mathnasium.com/riverview mathnasium.com/ruskin H N A S I U M
SAVE $100 on enrollment 13388 S US Highway 301 3062 19th Avenue NE
*Osprey Observer Riverview Ruskin, FL 33570 The Math Learnlng Center
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Camp Mirage
Brandon i

Camp Mirage Brandon is :
an activity-based summer :
camp built around move- :
ment, creativity and hands- :
on fun. Its promise is simple $
— campers will go home :
tired, a little dirty, smiling :
and excited to come back :

the next day. It offers half-

day camps for grades K and up, running from
9 am.-12 Noon, with before and after-care
available from 7:30 am.- 5:30 p.m. Weekly
tuition ranges from $125-$185 depending on
age group, a membership discount program
is available which provides 10 percent off tu-
ition and a reduced rate for before and after
care. Camp Mirage Bramdpm is located at
2913 John Moore Rd. in Brandon. Visit www.
campmiragebrandon.
com or call 813-825-
2234,

Fellowship

Church

Fellowship Church,
located at 15326
FishHawk Blvd., in
Lithia will be holding
a weekly sports sum-
mer camp from Mon-

day, June 1, through Thursday, July 23. Camp
will be Mondays through Thursdays from 9
am.-12:30 p.m. and will cost $150, with a sib-
ling discount available. Campers must bring
drinks and a snack, as well as wear sports

""""""""" : attire; a camp shirt will be

: provided. Visit its website
. at www.fellowship.church
: or call 813-655-7431.

: Music  Showcase
:And The Florida
: Academy Of Per-
: forming Arts

Music Showcase and
the Florida Academy of Performing Arts

(FAOPA) will host their yeesseesrseessceeees

annual summer camp :
this summer starting on :
Monday, June 1. Camp- }
ers will be immersed in :
acting, singing, dancing :
and more throughout the :
summer. In Musical The- :
ater Camp, :
campers will ¢
learn about *

working collaboratively, the art
of stage character, voice pro-
jection, props and working with
a set, with productions for all
ages and skill levels. FAOPA's day

struments, :
acting, singing and art, :
with themed weeks like :
Harry Potter, Wicked, su-
perheroes and more. Free :

eee

early drop-off, free late feeeeeeereeneeannss

SMALL GRO

E

CREATIVE PROJECTS.
UPS. BIG SUMMER FUN.

"% AGES 5-17
. JUNE - AUGUST
 5-day & 1/2-day camps
\!  Morning sessions:
9:30a-12:00p
| Afternoon sessions (JUN):
Ty 1:30p-4:00p
Y REGISTER NOW!

camp  will 770 et
include  ac- :
tivities to:
explore in- :

.............. £ horse riding and groom-

pickup,  scholarships :
and sibling discounts. :
Music Showcase is lo- :
cated at 402 Oakfield :
Dr. in Brandon. Visit :
www.faopa.org.

Skill Samurai
Skill Samurai's STEM
Camps give students

hands-on  experience :

Wlth: ....................

: today’s most exciting tech-
: nologies. Campers explore
: Minecraft  and  Roblox
, + through creative game de-
: sign, learn responsible con-
‘ : tent creation in YouTube
+ Studio and discover the fun-
: damentals of artificial intel-
 ligence. Designed for curious
: minds, these camps build
* problem-solving, ~creativity
and confidence in a fun, supportive environ-
ment. Perfect for beginners and experienced
students alike, Skill Samurai helps children
turn interest in technology into real-world

............... s skills that last a lifetime

¢ locally. Visit www.skillsa-
: murai.com/fl-brandon/
: camps or call 813-761-
. 2832

: TLC's Gypsy Hav-
: en Riding Camps
Come and learn about

KIDS
KINDERGARTEN
& 1ST GRADE

813-825-2234
2918 John Moore Rd
Brandon, FL 33511

CH GARDENS, SK

TSKILL' SAMURAIx

: Coding and Stem Academy :

Registration Link z
CampMirageBrandon.com‘.=

g

ILLS & MORE...

Compiled By Jenny Bennett

. ing at TLC's Gypsy Haven's
: summer camp, which offers
: hands-on  experience  and
: education. Camps run from
: Tuesday-Thursday from 9am.
: - 2p.m. from Tuesday, June 2,
: through Thursday, June 25,
s and Tuesday, July 7, through
Thursday, July 30. Group les-
+ sons are also available on Fri-
days and Saturdays. Visit the
"""""" = website at www.tlcsfarms.
com or call Tammi on 813-842-4236 for in-
formation. TLC's Gypsy Haven is located at
4325 Keysville Rd. in Lithia.

School of Rock Valrico

Let your budding musicians join School
of Rock this summer for a variety of mu-
sic-themed camps, including Taylor Swift
and Classic Rock Rewind. There are different
themes for different age groups, with camps
suitable for ages 7-18. Camps are available
for full or half days, with the earliest available
drop-off being at 8:45 am.

School of Rock is located at 3244 Lithia
Pinecrest Rd., #104, in Valrico. Visit www.
schoolofrock.com/locations/valrico or call
813-397-8828.

KIDS
2ND-8TH
GRADE

REGISTER
TODAY!!!

e Musical Theater .

Register for 1 or ALL 10 WEEKS!

CALL NOW
813.645.7651

cultural
center

Robotics

firehouse

3D Art

JUNE 1-AUGUST 7

M-F | 9am-3:30pm | With Snack Time & Lunch Break | Ages 7-14

www.FirehouseCulturalCenter.org
101 1st Ave. NE

Ruskin, FL 33570




Sponsored By:

%ﬁvm

Your CommuniTy NEWSPAPER

YMCA CODE WIZ, AR WORI(SHOP VIBE CAMP, HIGH 5 INC & MORE

..............................

High 5 Inc.
Brandon's High 5i
Inc. is inviting stu-;
dents to embark on i
an exciting and ad-§
venturous
where your child will *
experience the thrill of summer camp.
Daily activities will include pool time, out-
door play, field games, arts and crafts and

more, including field trips.

Camp is offered Monday through Fri-
day from 7 am.-6 p.m. at High 5 Inc,
located at 405 Beverly Blvd. in Brandon.
Campers can sign up for individual weeks
or throughout the entire summer. Visit
www.high5inc.org or call 813-689-0908.

HIGH 5, INC.

SUMMER CAMP

REGISTER TODAY!

2026
CAMPAMENTO

DE VERANOQ iREGISTRATE HOY

YMCA Summer Camp

With over 25 different summer camp op-
tions throughout the Tampa YMCA area,
there's something for every camper to enjoy.
From art and gymnastics to zip-lining and
splashing in its pools, the Y is the ultimate
summer destination with friends, fun and
adventure. Summer camps start on Monday,
June 2, and run all summer. Register at www.
tampaymca.org/letscamp.

coe

...............................

: Code Wiz
i Code Wiz located
iat 16132 Churchview }
i Dr, Ste. 105, in Lithia, }
: teaches coding and ro-

........................

journey i esvearion-atmienies -coununiry : botics to children, its camps are hands-on,

.t

! student-driven and designed to foster curi-
osity and independence. Campers are encour-
aged to explore, problem-solve and create at
their own pace, with guidance from coaches
to support their individual learning journeys.
Camps will run throughout the summer and
are available for mornings, afternoons or full
days. Visit www. codewiz.com/fishhawk-fl.

Kids ‘R’ Kids :
Looking for a summer :
camp that combines fun,
education, and adventure?
Look no further! Kids 'R’ :
Kids Learning Academies :
has created the perfect
summer escape for kids
to learn, grow and explore
in a safe and exciting environment. Camp
VIBE involves a new theme designed to em-
power campers through amusing activities,
fascinating field trips, timely lessons in team-
work and so much more. Campers will have
their eyes opened to limitless possibilities and
their minds focused to ignite their passions.
Let them catch the VIBE of summer! Kids 'R’
Kids is located at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. in
Lithia.  www.kidsrkids.com/circa-fishhawk/
programs/summer-camp.

.......................

Workshop

CODE WIZ AR Workshop is a

learn to code. have fun!

: craft studio offering
i hands-on classes for

................................

campers ages 5-17. The hands-on classes
are designed to :
inspire creativity, :
confidence and
fun in a support-
ive studio envi-
ronment.  Both
full and half-day :
camps are avail-

AR

< WORKSHOp ,

: able at its location in Valrico at
: 1046 Bloomingdale Ave. Visit
: its website at www.arwork-
‘: shop.com/brandon for more
¢ information and to register.

: Center For Dance Arts

The Center For Dance Arts
offers dance instruction in various genres,
from beginner to advanced levels, for stu-
dents ages 2-18. It is also the
home of an award-winning :
competition team. It will be :
offering summer camp; visit
its website at www.mycfda. :
com or call 813-657-1500 :
for more information and :
to register. The Center For :
Dance Arts is located at 929 :
E. Brandon Blvd. in Brandon.

Overflow’s

gsecond
igrade.
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Easterseals School For Limitless
Learning — Inclusive Summer
Camp For Neurodiverse Learners

Get ready for an exciting and inclu-
sive adventure designed specifically for

: neurodiverse young learners and those
§with other
idisabili-
: ties in kin-
i dergarten

=

easterseals

through

Packed
w it h
hands-on
and inter-
active STEAM activities, it's a support-
ive space where every child can explore,
grow and thrive. The Easterseals School
for Limitless Learning is located at 2460
Bloomingdale Ave., Ste. 170, in Valrico,
and the summer camp is available for six
weeks from Monday, June 15, to Friday,

................. :JuIy 24, with morn-

:ing, afternoon and
: all-day sessions avail-
able. Visit its website
: at https://florida.eas-
: terseals.com/get-sup-
: port/areas-of-support/
: early-childhood-care/
: easterseals-school-for-lim-
+ itless-learning.

CREATED for
MORE CAMPS
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SURVIVOR LEADS LOCAL EFFORT
FOR BLOOD CANCER UNITED

For Riverview resident
Craig Beckinger, life is
measured in two chap-
ters: before cancer and "
after. Now a survivor,
Beckinger is turning his
personal journey into |
purpose as he cam-
paigns for Blood Cancer
United's 2026 Visionary
of the Year, raising crit-
ical funds to support
local families battling
blood cancers.

Beckinger, repre-
senting Tampa Bay and
North Florida as an All-
Star Visionary candi-
date, said his diagnosis
reshaped everything.

"Priorities became clear. Time felt frag-
ile. And survival became deeply personal,”
he shared. "Surviving didn't just give me a
second chance — it gave me a responsibil-
ity to help others facing the same fight.”

His campaign carries an added layer of
meaning this year. Beckinger is dedicat-
ing his efforts to the memory of Jill Jofko,
his 2023 campaign manager, who passed
away from cancer on February 3. He de-
scribed her as selfless and deeply commit-
ted to helping others, saying her legacy
continues to inspire the work.

Through Blood Cancer United, funds
raised stay within the local community,
providing treatment assistance, transpor-
tation to chemotherapy, emergency finan-
cial support, support groups and patient
resources, as well as funding for lifesaving
research and advocacy.

In 2023, Beckinger's campaign raised
more than $150,000 — a milestone he
hopes to build upon this year with the help

vidd
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Beckinger is the founder and CEO of ABC
Event Planning.

] of community sup-
port and a series of
upcoming fundrais-
ing events.

One of the high-
lights is the fifth an-
nual 'Runway for a
- Cause’ fashion show,
scheduled for Satur-
day, April 25, from
11.130 am.-2 p.m.
at Aloft Midtown,
located at 3650
Midtown Dr. in Tam-
pa. The event will
feature spring and
% summer fashions

provided by Dillard's,

along with appear-
ances by local personalities, including Babs
and Meredith from Wild 94.1, Miss Tampa
Halle Burton and Mrs. Universe USA Am-
bassador Amber Uhler. The brunch and si-
lent auction fundraiser is expected to draw
strong community participation.

Additional fundraising efforts include
raffle opportunities, such as a $1,000
lottery board featuring scratch-off tick-
ets and a Powerball drawing, as well as a
premium 4.5-liter bottle of Jameson Irish
whiskey imported from Dublin, Ireland.
Winners will be announced during a Face-
book Live drawing in mid-May.

The campaign will culminate with a
grand finale event at the Motor Enclave,
located at 6500 Motor Enclave Way in
Tampa, on Friday, May 15, at 7 p.m.

"Every dollar represents hope for a fam-
ily walking through one of the hardest sea-
sons of their lives,” he said.

Beckinger is the founder and CEO of ABC
Event Planning. Contact him at 561-876-
6845 or email cab92807 @gmail.com.

Q),)snring Ahead of Plumhing Problems!

Tackle Those Big Projects Now With Spring Savings!

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

bluefrogplumbing.com/brandon

POPULAR SPRING SERVICES:

Financing available
Offer Ends May 31, 2026

Staff Report
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TRAX FEDERAL CREDIT UNION EXPANDS

SCHOLARSHIPS,

LOANS & TOOLS

Trax Federal Cred-
it Union has been a
proud member of
Central Florida for
decades. From Schol-
arships and loans to
credit services and
financial education
courses, Trax is a
one-stop shop for
your financial needs.

Trax Federal Cred-
it Union offers many
services for a
variety of fi-
nancial needs.
To begin, Trax
offers  three
different
scholarships
for their cus-
tomers.  Any
Trax member,
from high school seniors to college and
trade school students, is eligible to ap-
ply for one of its three scholarships. The
Trade/Vocational Scholarship offered by
Trax aims to provide its recipients with
$500 to further their education. The Trax
Academic Scholarship provides a sum of
$1,000 to incoming and collegiate-level
recipients. Finally, the Giorgianni Legacy
Scholarship, named after Trax Federal
Credit Union's former CEO, Pete Giorgi-
anni, for his contributions that shaped
the current youth program, awards one
outstanding recipient with $2,500. Trax
aims to support its members in their pro-
fessional developments through financial
aid.

"We're proud to serve our members
not just as a financial institution, but as
a trusted partner on their financial jour-

VISA

PLATINUM

trax

CREDIT UNION

By Emma Snider

ney” said Chelsea Smith,
marketing manager at Trax
Federal Credit Union. "Our
focus is on giving mem-
bers the tools and flexibility
they need to move forward
at every stage of life, with
products designed around
their needs.”

In addition to Trax Fed-
eral Credit Union scholar-
ships, Trax offers a wide
range of loans to its mem-

bers, including stu-

VISA

ATy

dent loans, credit
builders, auto loans,
mortgages and

HELOCs. With Trax's
current HELOC cam-
paign, lasting until
Tuesday, June 30,
members who get a
HELOC will be eligi-
ble to receive rates as low as 399 per-
cent APR for the first six months of their
loan term. Also, with one of Trax Credit
Union's unique credit cards, members can
experience competitive rates and no an-
nual fees.

With Trax Federal Credit Union's intro-
duction of its SavvyMoney credit service,
members can monitor their credit report
daily, set goals, track progress towards
credit goals and receive personalized loan
offers based on their credit score right
from the mobile app. Additionally, Trax
members have access to the free digital
financial education courses, which cover
topics such as saving for a big purchase,
budgeting and retirement planning.

To learn more about Trax Federal Cred-
it Union scholarships and services, visit
www.traxcu.com.

SUNDAY

MAY

10:00 AM

Come sign a colorful ribbon and tie to a tree with a special message to Mom.

Pre-plan your memorial wishes.
6919 Providence Road Riverview, FL 33578
MEMORIALPLANNING.COM

HONORING MOTHER’S DAY

Mother's Day of
Remembrance in the Park

Bring family and friends to thank every mom, mama, and mother
figure for sharing love and light.

10am - 1pm
Free Mother’s Day gifts

(while supplies last)

HOME INSPECTOR BOOKKEEPING

YOUR BUSINESS
COULD BE HERE!

Adyvertise in this directory
for just $50 per ad
or as low as $200 per month’

APEX SIGHT
SOLUTIONS

Veteran Owned
SERVICES:
» Standard Home Inspection
* 4 Point
* Wind Mitigation
» HUD Consulting

* Monthl
* QuickBooks Online
Setup & Support

» Catch-Up
Cleanup PrOJects

We Got This Bookkeeping

So you can work your business,

not your books!

Bookkeeping

Gor
‘c I&

WGT

Vision with Purpose, Integrity from Above.

(813) 860-8374
ApexSightSolutions.com

Admin@ApexSightSolutions.com

Florida License #H118082
Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad, or as low as
$200 per month ... (INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS)

Call Us Todav! (813) 657-2418 or Visit OsprevObserver.com

e Financial Reportin
» QuickBooks ProAdvisor

(813)981-9008

grace@wegotthisbookkeeping.com
wegotthisbookkeeping.com

‘includes ALL 5 EDITIONS per month o3>

Call Us Today!
(813) 657-2418

or Visit OspreyObserver.com
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Shadetree Apartments Is
More Than A Place To Live

— It’s A Place To Belong
From the moment you arrive,
you'll feel the sense of community
that sets Shadetree Apartments in
Ruskin apart. Residents enjoy fun
and engaging events, on-site food
trucks, and thoughtful experiences
that make Shadetree a place peo-
ple are proud to call home for the
long term. At Shadetree, you'll find
a perfect balance of peace, comfort
and connection. Every space is designed to
help you slow down, recharge and truly feel
at home. It's proudly pet-friendly; with two
spacious dog parks, dog water fountains,
outdoor pet washing stations and plenty of
room to run and play, your four-legged family
members are just as welcome here as you are.
Whether your lifestyle is active, laid-back, so-
cial or somewhere in between, Shadetree
Apartments fits your rhythm. Schedule a
tour at www.shadetree.apartments,

SHADETREE

CoastalVerify provides secure identity
checks and electronic fingerprinting for em-
ployment screening, licensing and regulated
background checks, helping organizations
streamline compliance with state and federal
requirements. The company also introduces
Property Risk Snapshots, a field-based service
for remote property owners, investors, HOAs
and managers. Reports document property
conditions, occupancy indicators and risk fac-
tors to help monitor assets remotely. Keeler

meet its friendly team and experience
firsthand why life at Shadetree isn't just
lived — it's enjoyed.

CoastalVerify Launches as Re-
brand and Expansion Of Kee-
ler Notary And Fingerprinting

Veteran entrepreneur Diana Keeler
has launched CoastalVerify, a verifica-

tion services company serving the Tam-

pa Bay region. The business is a rebrand
and expansion of Keeler Notary & Fin-
gerprinting, now offering identity verifica-
tion, LiveScan fingerprinting and property
intelligence services.

R]S.

Iaw Group

brings over
30 years
—— WIRODUCING — o federal
COASTALVERI FY experience
in risk anal-
mf“ ysis, com-
% pliance and
2= investiga-
IDENTITY « FINGERPRINTING = PROPERTY VERIFICATION tiVe over-
FORMERLY Si ht
KEELER NOTARY & FINGERPRINTING >'J'T-
SERVING TAMPA BAY AREA ) For more
informa-
tion about

CoastalVerify and its services, email diana@
coastalverify.com.
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The Derby: A Fundraising Event

Benefiting ECHO

Join us on Saturday, May 2, at the Hills-
borough County Fairgrounds for The Der-
by, an elegant and entertaining evening in
support of ECHO and its mission to assist
families in crisis.

Guests will enjoy classic mint juleps
and a silent auction featuring a variety of
exciting items. Attendees can also expe-
rience the refined atmosphere of Mi Casa
Cigars and take part in a Best Hat Con-
test, with prizes awarded for standout
derby styles.

All proceeds from the event will di-
rectly support ECHO's life-stabilizing pro-
grams, helping provide essential resourc-
es and hope to local families in need.

Dress in your finest derby attire and be
part of an unforgettable night of commu-
nity, generosity and celebration.

Register at https://host.nxt.blackbaud.
com/registration-form/?formld=076¢c-
3d4a-096f-4c61-91ca-fe4f503076d-
c&envld=p-R_SIAr_08kaEfm_tZ_
laVw&zone=usa.

Hand & Stone Massage And Facial

Spa Grand Reopening

Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa re-
cently celebrated its grand reopening with
a ribbon cutting from the Valrico FishHawk
Chamber of Commerce. Hand & Stone is your
escape button in the middle of real life. The
moment you walk in, everything slows down.
The lighting is soft, the air smells clean and
calming and the front desk greets you like it's
been expecting you. It feels upscale without
being intimidating — luxury that's actually

OUR SERVICES

AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES
BUSINESS INCORPORATION
CIVILLITIGATION
REAL ESTATE & TITLE

NUESTROS SERVICIOS

@ ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
© MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA

& TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES

@ GESTION SUCESORIA

@ CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
@ LITIGIO CIVIL

@ BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

813-641-0010

6 Vol. 1, Iss. 3

To Submit Business News

& Press Releases Mail Attn:
Business Editor,

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
Valrico, FL. 33596

Fax 657-4469 | Email:
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com
Deadline: 15th of each month.

approachable.

What makes the Bloomingdale location
stand out isn't just the menu — it has a mem-
bership model. Clients can join a monthly
membership program that makes it afford-
able to come regularly because it isn't meant
to be a once-a-year luxury; it's routine self-
care.

Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa is
located at 855 E. Bloomingdale's Ave,, Ste.
A, in Brandon. Visit its website at www.han-
dandstonebloomingdale.com to see the full
range of services available.

Southern Construction

Southern Construction, based in Valrico, is
a full-service general contracting company
dedicated to delivering quality craftsmanship
and turnkey solutions across residential and
commercial projects. With a team of licensed
professionals and decades of combined ex-
perience, it specializes in custom home con-
struction, road and infrastructure develop-
ment, remodeling and full-scale restoration
services.

Whether building your dream home, mod-
ernizing your space or responding to unex-
pected damage, it brings precision, efficien-
cy and care to every project. Its restoration
experts are certified in water, fire, mold and
trauma cleanup, ensuring properties are re-
stored safely and quickly to their preloss
condition. From concept to completion, it
manages every detail — permits, design, con-
struction and inspections — so clients can fo-
cus on what matters most. Its reputation is
built on integrity, reliability and results that
stand the test of time.

Visit its website at www.southerncon-
struction.net for additional information.
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BRIDGEWATER
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A 55+ apartment community offers
more than just a place to live-it
provides a vibrant, welcoming
lifestyle designed for comfort,

connection, and ease. Residents
enjoy thoughtfully designed homes
alongside amenities at the Sweet
Water Club like fitness centers, social
lounges, walking paths, and
organized activities that foster a
strong sense of community.
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In Unit Washer/Dryer

SUNRISE HOMES =

butlding a brighter tomorrow

Final Opportunity in
| Lake Toscana
‘Only 5 opportunities remain.
$50,000 off your
design selections™

1/2 acre lots, semi-custom == g g ;
Ihomes lake or conservation# % R |
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home
5333 Lake Venice Dr
Wimauma, FL 33598
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STRAIGHT FROM THE SHORE

SHAWNA CALVERT | 27NORTH REALTY | NAVIGATE HOME

SHAWNA’S MONTHLY MARKET UPDATE

Tax Day is behind us, spring is in full swing and Apollo Beach buyers are on the move!

\
April historically brings the highest buyer activity of the year across the SouthShore, }
and 2026 is proving it. Inventory is up, prices are stable, and deals are getting done. }
Your timing could not be better. Let's make a move! }
|
|

SHAWNA CALVERT | 27NORTH REALTY | 509-294-6818

Do You Know What Your Home Is Worth

Scan for your free home value report.
No pressure. No obligation. Just real numbers
from a neighbor who knows this market.

813.645.4663

RECENT RESULTS ACROSS SOUTH SHORE

912 SYMPHONY BEACH LN,
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

List Price: $1,590,000

Beds: 5 Baths: 4/1

5720 TORTOISE PL,
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

List Price: $879,900
Beds: 3 Baths: 3/0

830 MANNS HARBOR DR,
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

5720 TORTOISE PL,
APOLLO BEACH, FL 33572

List Price: $1,349,000
Beds: 4 Baths: 3/0

List Price: $1,250,000
Beds: 4 Baths: 3/1

NEIGHBOR SPOTLIGHT

Jess and Chris just got their keys! First home in Apollo Beach, a whole lot of happy
going on. This is exactly why I do what I do. Congratulations you two!

Chris & Jess | New homeowners, Apollo Beach
REAL PEOPLE. REAL MOVES. REAL RESULTS.

A new kind of brokerage. 2 7

Built for agents who are done leaving money on the table.
Want to Learn more? Call Gregg at: 630-803-8506 ’ RT H

27NorthRealty.com - 6138 N US HWY 41, Apollo Beach FI 33572 | 813.645.4663




