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CORPORATE CORNERSTONE
Our Corporate Cornerstone companies designate their gifts to help underwrite United Way of Southwest Louisiana’s annual campaign, dues 
and administrative costs. With these designations, United Way of Southwest Louisiana is able to maximize the dollars donated to our campaign.
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N I C K E L  S P O N S O R S
T o ta l  I n v e s t m e n t  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 , 9 9 9

C I V I L  C O N S T R U C T I O N
F I R S T  F E D E R A L  B A N K  

O F  L O U I S I A N A
H A N C O C K  W H I T N E Y

J D  B A N K
L O T T E  C H E M I C A L

C O P P E R  S P O N S O R S
T o ta l  I n v e s t m e n t  o f  $ 1 5 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9

Alfred Palma, Inc.
Allen Parish Community 

Healthcare
American Press

Beauregard Electric 
Co-Op

b1bank
Calcasieu Parish District 

Attorney’s Office
CenterPoint Energy

First National Bank of 
Louisiana

Fluor Federal Petroleum 
Operations

Georgia Pacific
Indorama Ventures

Insurance Resource Group
Langley, Williams & 

Company, LLC
Merchants & Farmers 

Bank & Trust

ReCon Management 
Services, Inc.

Red River Bank
R & H Quality Refractory  

Services, Inc.
Sasol North America

Stine Lumber Company
West Calcasieu Cameron 

Hospital
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live united

MISSION: POSITIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT
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We’ve built a solid reputation for responding.

DENISE DUREL
PRESIDENT & ceo

I have stood amazed in the past year as I watched the Southwest Louisiana 
community unite to help each other build back and restore their neighborhoods. 
I am grateful to be part of this vibrant region with so much to offer and such 
resilient families and individuals.
Your generosity and belief in United Way of Southwest Louisiana’s mission and 
our team have made this past year possible for thousands to benefit.
As we move through our 83rd year, it is clear our mission is to continue toward 
long-term change and not temporary fixes that will create more sustainable 
futures for our region’s youngest residents and make their futures brighter.

“
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We’ve built a solid reputation for responding.

My favorite moments
Being able to give back to those hurting in South Louisiana 
following Hurricane Ida was definitely at the top of my list. 
The Barbe High School Class of 2001 was just one of the 
groups that allowed us to reach the $50,000 that we gave 
them. 
The day we drove with Team CITGO to Houma with supplies, 
that big check and cooked food for thousands was a day I 
will never forget. It represents everything United Way of 
Southwest Louisiana has come to build a solid reputation 
for. If there is a challenge given, we accept it and meet it 
with grace and proudly stand behind our work. Many happy 
tears were shed that day as we gave back what had been 
given to us the year before. Louisiana Governor’s Office of 

Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness presented us 

with the 2022 Louisiana Emergency 
Preparedness Association Award (LEPA) 
for Outstanding Service in Emergency 
Preparedness. 

This was presented in honor of our 
work during the 2020 and 2021 
pandemic, hurricanes, freezes and 

flooding events. Our team both responded 
to and prepared the community prior 
to each event while a majority of local 
nonprofits were forced to close.

“
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The issues and obstacles our neighbors face are complicated.
But we exist for one simple reason:
to create opportunities for people to succeed.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
BARRY BROWN

Being Chairman of the Board for United 
Way of Southwest Louisiana is something 
I continue to be proud of every day. I have 
been able to share my knowledge while 
also gaining an education in how to handle 
challenges our community has never faced.
One thing I have enjoyed most is the growth 
of dedicated volunteers, donors and sponsors 
at United Way of Southwest Louisiana. The 
enthusiasm and love this board and team 
have for the individuals and families living 
in our five parishes brings a wide variety of 
partners to serve.
I am honored to have served alongside 
everyone in this capacity and cannot wait to 
see how they bring positive change to our 
home in the future.

RED RIVER BANK
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GOVERNING BOARDexecutive board
TONY BARRE 
Indorama Ventures

Curtis Brescher 
Westlake Corporation

LOUIS-PIERRE Clement 
ALCOA Carbon Products

PaULA GASPARD 
Firestone Polymers, LLC

Tanya Gaudet 
Jeff Davis Parish School System

ROBERT GELINAS 
Retired, BioLab, INC

TONYA GRIFFITH 
Wells Fargo

JASON GUIDRY 
CITGO Petroleum Corporation

Rich Harbison 
Phillips 66

DEBRA LASTRAPES 
Calcasieu Refining Company

FLOYD MITCHELL 
Chemical Waste Management

PATRICIA PREBULA 
Prebula Public Relations LLC

SIMON RANDOLPH 
Golden Nugget Lake Charles

Jolie Rhinehart 
Phillips 66

Claiborne Self 
CC’s Pawn Superstore  
Waxing the City

Mike Solari 
Mike Solari Company

Gregory P Thibodeaux 
Turner Industries 

james mcgee 
VICE CHAIR 
calcasieu parish district attorneys 
office

boyd boudreaux 
VICE CHAIR 
the evangeline bank and trust company

KIRK PELLERIN 
TREASURER 
SABINE STATE BANK

LEONA FLETCHER 
SECRETARY 
RAIN CARBON, INC.

KEITH FAUL 
MEMBER AT LARGE 
LYONDELLBASELL

STEPHEN DWIGHT 
MEMBER AT LARGE 
CALCASIEU PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY

KEVIN LACY 
PAST CHAIR 
INVESTAR BANK
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For 83 years, United Way of Southwest Louisiana has been committed to building strong, successful families and 
strengthening our community. When you join the United Way team, you’re supporting a powerful movement to impact 
the region’s most pressing health and human service needs.

Hurricane Ida hit near Port Fourchon, Louisiana on August 29, 2021. United Way of Southwest Louisiana immediately launched relief efforts for the 
smaller areas in the path of the category 4 storm.
United Way of South Louisiana in Houma was the first to reach out to the team following Hurricane Laura’s landfall in 2020. They made a $50,000 
donation and multiple volunteer trips to assist in Southwest Louisiana’s response and recovery efforts. We launced the 50K IDA CHALLENGE to return the 
donation.
A partnership with the City of Lake Charles allowed us to collect many loads of supplies for the hardest hit rural areas with the Ward 3 Marshals assisting 
in delivery.
Team CITGO partnered with us on the last day to bring a trailer load of supplies, cook 3,000 hot meals and deliver the cash donation.

Mission: Raise $50,000 for United Way of South Louisiana
Result: $105,000 RAISED

ABOUT UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA

We cannot talk about who we are without talking about 
how we give back to our partners in their time of need.

Everyone who donated 
was grateful to give 
back and help someone 
else. We come from 
a resilient region of 
caring individuals.

50K IDA CHALLENGE
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Hurricane Ida hit near Port Fourchon, Louisiana on August 29, 2021. United Way of Southwest Louisiana immediately launched relief efforts for the 
smaller areas in the path of the category 4 storm.
United Way of South Louisiana in Houma was the first to reach out to the team following Hurricane Laura’s landfall in 2020. They made a $50,000 
donation and multiple volunteer trips to assist in Southwest Louisiana’s response and recovery efforts. We launced the 50K IDA CHALLENGE to return the 
donation.
A partnership with the City of Lake Charles allowed us to collect many loads of supplies for the hardest hit rural areas with the Ward 3 Marshals assisting 
in delivery.
Team CITGO partnered with us on the last day to bring a trailer load of supplies, cook 3,000 hot meals and deliver the cash donation.

Mission: Raise $50,000 for United Way of South Louisiana
Result: $105,000 RAISED

Our Initiatives and Funded Partner Agencies form the core of community 
impact, but we act swiftly when we see an unfulfilled need.
Addressing critical needs with a swift yet smart response is why United Way 
of Southwest Louisiana is called on routinely by partners from all over the 
country. A hallmark of the employees working at United Way of Southwest 

Louisiana is the ability and need to work a physically 
laborious job during the day and complete routine job 
duties as required on the side and after those hours.
Recently, our leadership has appeared on Swedish 
Public TV and been quoted by the Associated Press in 
the Los Angeles Times. 

Vice President 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
LAURIE MARTIN
Senior Director 
Administration & Finance 
JENNIFER DIMAS
Senior Director  
Marketing & Communications 
TAMI CHRISOPE
Director  
Resource Development 
BECKY AINSWORTH
Director  
ENGAGEMENT 
BETH GUIDRY
Director 
211 & RESOURCE INFORMATION 
SARINA CLOONEY
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jim leigh award
christy papania-jones

Volunteer of the year 
david ramirez

family Volunteer of the year 
kasan COLEMAN

corporate pride
city of lake charles

spirit of southwest louisiana 
beverly schalon

employee campaign award 
elizabeth eustis

Christy, our Agency Chair, finished at 29.1% above last year.

David gave 92.5 hours of his precious time and talent to United Way in 2022 in covid food distributions, 
literacy kits, resource fairs, Ida supply drives and Battle for the Paddle. He didn’t miss a thing.

Kasan and his father assist our team with clean up duty following events like Battle for the Paddle. 
His father feels he should learn to give back to his community from a young age.

Beverly always makes herself available no matter the task with humor that cannot be matched. We 
are always lucky when she is not off enjoying her retirement on a whirlwind adventure and can help.

Elizabeth is the Communications Specialist at Phillips 66 and serves as the ECC. Their campaign has 
continued to grow each year under her leadership.

awards

Awarded to the Campaign Division with the highest percent increase from the 
previous year.

Honors someone with a positive attitude toward life and an active volunteer in 
the community.

Honors someone that highlights our broad base of volunteers and their 
contributions to all of us.

Honors a family that highlights our broad base of volunteers and their 
contributions to all of us.

Honors an ECC who like Leonard Richard is every bit the heart and soul of a 
company’s campaign.

Each year, the Corporate Pride Award honors the company or organization that has 
provided leadership to United Way of Southwest Louisiana both financially as well 
as worked to create a strong partnership working together to make our community 
stronger. 
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AGENCY CHAIR 
Christy Papania-Jones 
St. Nicholas Center for Children

EDUCATION CHAIR 
HOLLY HOLLAND 
Calcasieu Parish School System

F.I.R.E CHAIR  
Barry Brown  
Red River Bank

government chair 
stephen dwight 
calcasieu Parish district attorney

HEALTH co-CHAIR  
Janie Fruge  
West Calcasieu Cameron Hospital

HEALTH co-CHAIR  
Matthew welsh  
West Calcasieu Cameron Hospital

HEALTH co-CHAIR  
devon hyde 
lake charles memorial health 
systems

INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTORS CO-CHAIR 
Jon Manns  
REtired, Axiall Corporation

INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTORS CO-CHAIR 
gregory p thibodeaux  
Turner Industries

JEFF DAVIS PARISH CHAIR 
lorena ceasar 
entergy louisiana

MAJOR INDUSTRIES CHAIR  
CURTIS BRESCHER 
Westlake Corporation

UNION CHAIR  
Chuck Bennett  
district 5 louisiana afl-cio

Campaign Chair

campaign cabinet

STEPHEN DWIGHT

Chairing the 2021 United Way of Southwest 
Louisiana campaign was a true honor. I was 
privy to many personal stories while speaking 
to community members about the value of the 
campaign. The stories cemented, even more, 
my support for the long-term goals of this 
organization.
Families have leadership here they can trust to 
guide them toward the actual building blocks 
of a successful life. Decisions are made with 
forethought and planning, even when swift 
action is necessary. 
I am proud to have helped shine a light and 
bring supporters into the United Way family. 

CALCASIEU PARISH DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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leading company

1	 CITGO PETROLEUM CORPORATION........................................................ 478
2	 Westlake Corporation................................................................................................... 318
3	 Phillips 66.......................................................................................................................... 62
4	 Turner Industries.............................................................................................................. 66
5	 Rain Carbon, Inc............................................................................................................... 26
6	 Firestone Polymers, LLC................................................................................................. 24
7	 Chemical Waste Management.......................................................................................18

TOP TWENTY-FIVE

TOP LEADERSHIP GIVERS

TREMENDOUS Twenty

1	 WESTLAKE CORPORATION............................................................ $757,666 
2	 CITGO Petroleum Corporation........................................................................ $742,892 
3	 Phillips 66............................................................................................................  $531,235 
4	 Turner Industries ...............................................................................................  $219,974 
5	 Louisiana Pigment..............................................................................................  $132,561 
6	 Entergy Louisiana, LLC......................................................................................  $121,052 
7	 Excel Paralubes...................................................................................................  $113,434 
8	 Calcasieu Parish School System......................................................................  $93,252 
9	 Rain Carbon, Inc.................................................................................................... $91,722 

10	 Firestone Polymers, LLC.....................................................................................  $78,955 
11	 GRACE....................................................................................................................... $78,051 
12	 LyondellBasell........................................................................................................  $77,252 
13	 Shell Oil Company................................................................................................ $48,684 
14	 JD Bank....................................................................................................................  $34,221 
15	 Chemical Waste Management..........................................................................  $31,655 
16	 Calcasieu Parish Sheriff's Office......................................................................  $30,415 
17	 Alcoa Carbon Products.......................................................................................  $27,538 
18	 CenterPoint Energy.............................................................................................. $23,969 
19	 Capital One...........................................................................................................  $20,000 
20	 United Way of Southwest Louisiana...............................................................  $19,450 
21	 Ingevity..................................................................................................................... $17,500 
22	 Calcasieu Refining Company............................................................................. $17,402 
23	 ReCon Management Services, Inc................................................................... $16,806 
24	 Polaris Engineering..............................................................................................  $15,568 
25	 PPG Industries.......................................................................................................  $15,336 

To ensure the healthy development 
and learning potential of our youngest 
children, we emphasize the importance 
of early childhood education and 
learning before kindergarten. We 
advocate for more investment in 
and increased access to high quality 
learning centers for ALICE families 
who are the backbone of our economy.

1	 UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA.........................................  $1,945 
2	 Rain Carbon, Inc.........................................................................................................  $815 
3	 Polaris Engineering ..................................................................................................... $677
4	 CITGO Petroleum Corporation................................................................................  $625
5	 Excel Paralubes............................................................................................................$496 
6	 Chemical Waste Management................................................................................  $364 
7	 LyondellBasell.............................................................................................................. $358
8	 First National Bank of Louisiana............................................................................. $357 
9	 CenterPoint Energy..................................................................................................... $325 

10	 Westlake Corporation............................................................................................... $290
11	 Firestone Polymers, LLC............................................................................................ $242
12	 Phillips 66......................................................................................................................$241
13	 Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWLA, Inc...................................................................$231
14	 Louisiana Pigment.......................................................................................................$220
15	 Calcasieu Parish District Attorney's Office..........................................................$159
16	 Alcoa Carbon Products...............................................................................................$154
17	 Lakeside Bank...............................................................................................................$152
18	 Calcasieu Refining Company....................................................................................$143
19	 Entergy Louisiana, LLC................................................................................................$139
20	 Acadian Ambulance Services.................................................................................... $131
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FLEUR DE LIS CLUB MEMBERS

LAGNIAPPE CLUB MEMBERS

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARDS

BEAUREGARD HEALTH SYSTEM 
Traci Thibodeaux
CITGO
8 Donors

ENERGY TRANSFER EQUITY 
Perry Moreau
EXXONMOBIL 
Michael Kline
PHILLIPS 66 
Nikole Walston

WESTLAKE CORPORATION 
Carmilite Miles
INDIVIDUALS 
Mary Sue Lanier

ALFRED PALMA, INC. 
Alfred Palma
CALCASIEU PARISH POLICE 
JURY 
Tara Ross, 
CALCASIEU REFINING 
COMPANY 
Russ Willmon
CITGO 
38 Donors
EXXONMOBIL 
Tricia Delaney
FIRESTONE POLYMERS, LLC 
Donald Pickle 
Greg Defrates  
Marie Hawkins 
Ronnie & Gwendolyn Ringo
GRACE 
1 Donor
LOUISIANA PIGMENT 
Byron Romine

LYONDELLBASELL 
James Guynes
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 
Laura King
PHILLIPS 66 
Andrew Sona 
Ashley Riddick 
Bonnie Brawner 
Cassandra Thevis 
Chandra Guillory 
Christopher Ebersole 
Clayton Savant 
Creshaundra Peterson 
Darin Grandfield 
Darrien Jackson 
David Roeder 
Deanna Jimney 
Dorothy Meyers 
Erin Strang 
Gabriella Bergeron 
Garrett Stein 
Jacob Hewson 

Jason Glass 
Jeanne Cormier 
Jim Baron 
Jolie Rhinehart,  
Karalee Wolfe 
Karen Hardy 
Katie Burgett 
Kevin Sandstead 
Kevin Thompson 
Lajeanne Blanchette 
Lisa Bourque 
Megan Hartman,  
Monica Collins 
Monique Holland 
Nichole Wainwright 
Robert Trahan 
Ronald Tower 
Tammy Bilbo-Palms 
TJ Ellzey 
Tressie Conde Parker 
Tricia Rapp 
Victor Diaz

POLARIS ENGINEERING 
Gerry & Margaret Obluda 
Lee Zimmermann 
Mike & Connie Nodier
RAIN CARBON, INC. 
Bryan & Jamie Crochet 
Leona Fletcher, , 
RECON MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES, INC. 
Kourtney Hoffpauir 
Roger Boyette
UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST 
LOUISIANA 
Denise Durel,  
Laurie & Chip Martin,  
Sarina Clooney,  
Tami Chrisope, 
INDIVIDUALS 
Bradley Dennison 
Jeff Weeks

PILLARS CLUB MEMBERS

ACADIAN AMBULANCE 
SERVICES 
Casey Lewis 
Keith Fults 
William Vincent, Jr.
ALCOA CARBON 
PRODUCTS 
Damon Duplechian 
Patrick Crisostomo 
Roman Garcia

BIG BROTHERS BIG 
SISTERS OF SWLA 
Erin Davison, 
CALCASIEU PARISH 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 
Wendy Aguillard 
CALCASIEU PARISH 
POLICE JURY 
Felicia Davis

CALCASIEU PARISH 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 
Kacie Pugh
CALCASIEU REFINING 
COMPANY 
Adam Judice
CHEMICAL WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 
Anthony Manuel 
Clint Longnion 

David Michaelis 
Floyd Mitchell,  
George Coward, Jr. 
Janet Doan 
Joel Vincent 
Kenny Berwick 
Kristin Leger 
Lance Sharbino 
Leland Young 
Marcus Lafanette 
Paige Authement 

Scott Caraway 
Travis Harmon 
Troy Comeaux 
Wyman Deville 
Zackary Quain
CITGO  
355 Donors

ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE MEMBERS
INDIVIDUALS 
Mildred Terry Blocker

RAYMOND JAMES 
Daren Pippio, 

BOARD MEMBER          WOMEN UNITED OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA MEMBER
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PILLARS CLUB MEMBERS

ENTERGY LOUISIANA, 
LLC 
Donald Northcutt 
Lorena Ceasar,  
2 Donors
EXCEL PARALUBES 
Daniel Fontenot 
Monica Sanders-
Hidalgo 
15 Donors
EXXONMOBIL 
Christine Cobb 
Jessica Franquiz 
Joshua Hindmon 
Nathan Markham
FIRESTONE 
POLYMERS, LLC. 
Danny Guidry 
Dexter Griffin 
Eric Felice 
Glenn Corbello 
Jereme Smith 
Jerry Bonvillain 
Karen Bernard 
Kelvin Naylor 
Kendall Thornhill 
Kenneth Chaisson 
Kenneth Moreland, II 
Marcia Bankens 
Michael Poullard 
Michael Walls 
Ricky Landry 
Rob Blount 
Stephanie Thompson 
William Ellison 
William Gross
FIRST FEDERAL BANK 
OF LOUISIANA 
Steven Landry
FIRST NATIONAL 
BANK OF LOUISIANA 
Roxanna Mize
FUERST, CARRIER & 
OGDEN LLC 
Randy Fuerst
GRACE 
8 Donors
JD BANK 
Bruce Elder 
Lisa Johnson 
Sara Huval

KIEWIT 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMPANY 
Randal Russ
LOUISIANA PIGMENT 
Becky & Dens Darbonne 
Bryan Taylor 
Chris & Dr. Toby Osburn 
James Thompson 
John Dixon 
Quentin Busby 
Troy Cormier
LOUISIANA STATE 
TROOPERS - TROOP D 
Sgt. James Anderson
LYONDELLBASELL 
Ava Leblanc 
Charln Stewart 
David Nixon 
Doug Mayo 
Greg Gray 
John Beaugh, Jr. 
Johnathan Simien 
Keith Faul,  
Leo Bourgeois III 
Sarah Doucet
PHILLIPS 66 
Alberto Maxwell IV 
Bennie Moore 
Bettie Morgan,  
Bryan Jordan 
Carl Guidrey 
Carlos Marciano 
Clint Fontenot 
Damone Barker 
David Cudd 
David Williams 
Dustin Taylor 
Eric Ecter 
James Bobo 
Jeffery McRae 
Joseph Churchman 
Lyndsay Noble 
Michael Orgeron 
Olufunso Talabi 
Ronald Tower 
Tammie Pettis 
Terry Wilson 
Tichelle Mitchell 
Yukki LeDay Lewis
POLARIS 
ENGINEERING 
Bob Chandler 
Kenneth Gilbert 
Kenneth Murders 

Michael Fibich 
Michael Newell, Jr. 
R. J. Chandler
PPG INDUSTRIES 
Billy Almanza 
Billy Fuselier 
Butch Davis 
David Ritchie 
Glenda Bryant 
Jessie Waller 
Joseph Victorian 
Lisa Turner 
Lyndee Brassieur 
Rachel Johnson 
Ronnie Grace 
Sherwood Anderson 
Steven O’Keefe
PROJECT BUILD A 
FUTURE 
Charla Blake, 
RAIN CARBON, INC. 
Abraham McCleon III 
Benjamin Daniels 
Bryan & Chelsea Foster 
Cody Spears 
Douglas Johnson 
Glenn Duhon 
Grant LaComb 
Heather Riche,  
Herman Malveaux 
Ivan Martin 
Jacob Daniel 
Jeremy Istre 
John & Ginger Simon 
Justin & Marsha Mouser 
LaBron Blunt 
Mark Smith 
Mark Stewart 
Marvin & Anquetta 
Lubin,  
Michael Hopper 
Nicholas Dietz 
Robert Hazell 
Scott See 
Thaddeus Hoffpauir 
Willie Vital, Jr.
RECON MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES, INC. 
Bill Art 
John Leibee
SHELL OIL COMPANY 
Arianna Rios 
D’Andra Creer 
Frederick Palmer 
Michael High 

Rhoman Hardy
TURNER INDUSTRIES 
66 Donors
UNITED WAY OF 
SOUTHWEST 
LOUISIANA 
Becky Ainsworth,  
Catherine & Blake 
Thevenot,  
Jennifer Dimas, 
WEST CALCASIEU 
CAMERON HOSPITAL 
Janie & Ed Fruge’, 
WESTLAKE 
CORPORATION 
Aaron Guillory 
Alexia Hines 
Allen Marceaux 
Amy Gomez Pardo 
Andrea Sonnier 
Andrew Schmitt 
Andrew Sonnier 
Andrew Wilson 
Angie Ellender 
Anthony Dobson 
Anthony Hantz 
Arvin Beard 
Ashley Kardish,  
Barbara Downer 
Barry Willie 
Benjamin Drone 
Benji Istre 
Beverly Nolen 
Billy Kingrey, II 
Blaine Wilken 
Blake Juranka 
Blake Rhodes 
Blake Vidrine 
Bobby Bufford 
Bobby Welch 
Bonner Caton 
Bradford Patin 
Brandon Brock 
Brandon Broussard 
Brandon Green 
Brandon Jean 
Brandon Landry 
Brennan Manuel 
Brian Jordan 
Brian Reeves 
Brittany Boone 
Broc Corbello 
Bryan Plauche 
Bryon Derouen 
Carl Wilburn 
Carl Williams 

Carleen Barker 
Celeste Lewis 
Chad Dore’ 
Charles Cubbage 
Charles Fox 
Charles Vinson 
Charlie Maddox 
Chaz Oubre 
Cheri Ardoin 
Christopher Bellon 
Christopher Cotten 
Christopher Gary 
Christopher Matte 
Christopher Tumey 
Clarence Doucett 
Clayton Mitchell 
Clement Bellow 
Cody Fenetz 
Cody Gantt 
Cody Vincent 
Colleen Couvillon 
Corey Crosby 
Cory Broussard 
Cory Nelands 
Craig Fontenot 
Craig Perkins 
Crystal Rougeau 
Curtis Brescher,  
Dale Smith 
Damon Broussard 
Daniel Dupre 
Danny Kingham 
Daren Comeaux 
Darrell Dugas 
Darryl Thibodeaux 
David Boyette 
David Hamilla 
David Heddins 
David Martin 
David Urdiales 
DeAnn Kibodeaux 
Chapman 
Deborah Hatsfelt 
Delton Menard 
Dennis Daniels 
Derrick Nolan 
Dietrich Thomas 
Donald Johnson 
Donald Johnson 
Donna Allen 
Donna LeLeux 
Dorothy Waller 
Duane Fontenot 
Eddie White 
Emma Sykes 
Ethan Byrd 
Farrah Jones 
Field LaMotte 
Frank Rozas 
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PILLARS CLUB MEMBERS

Frederick Roach III 
George Foster 
Gerry Brooks 
Gino Lubrano 
Greg Russell 
Gregory Guillory Jr. 
Grizelle Brunet 
Hannah Goodwin 
Harry Hank 
Harvey Williams Jr 
Hershel Jordan 
Hilton Soileau 
Hunter Lewis 
Jake Burr 
James Chambers 
James Cheever 
James Doucet 
James Riley 
Janice Joubert 
Jarell Richard 
Jason Johnson 
Jayde Butler 
Jeffrey Groves 
Jeffrey Patton 
Jeffrey Robbins 
Jennifer Robart 
Jerrod Smith 
Jerry Broussard 
Jim Wyche, III 
Joanne Sovereign 
Joe Andrepont 
Joel Baus 
Joeseph Holcombe 
John Andracki 
John Bowman 
John Leger 
John Niles 
John Wood 
Johnny Duhon 
Johnny Morgan 
Jon Maxie 
Jonathan Potter 
Joseph Fontenot 
Joseph Gilland 
Joseph Haiko 
Joseph Knight 
Joseph Trosclair 
Joshua Bollich 
Joshua Ducat 
Joshua Fontenot 
Joshua Thomson 
Joycelyn LeCompte 
Justin Breaux 
Kane Ward 
Kareem Anthony 
Karrie Vining 
Kay Landry 
Keith Habetz 
Keith Perkins 

Kelsey Reeves 
Kenneth Elkins 
Kenneth Landry 
Kenneth Moser 
Kevin Lavergne 
Kevin Miller 
Khalid Taha 
Kimberlee Palermo 
Kirk Johnson 
Kobi Richard 
Kyle Fontenot 
LaDonna Randle 
Larry Groves 
Lawrence Joiner 
La’Techa Landry 
Leah Weaver 
Lester McClelland 
Louis Rochester 
Luis Siso 
Marcie Michalko,  
Marcus Heurtevant 
Marie Perry 
Mark Covert 
Mark Rumery 
Marlon Collins 
Marvin White 
Marvis Collor 
Matthew Wright 
Maureen Contreras 
Megan Juranka 
Melvel Campbell 
Melvin Cosey 
Michael Guidry 
Michael Kramer 
Michael Love 
Michael Vincent 
Michael Williams 
Michele Taylor 
Michelle Buller 
Michelle Frazer 
Nathan Folse Jr 
Nathaniel Johnson 
Nathaniel Tilton 
Neil Boaz 
Nicholas Melancon 
Nicole Allen 
Noel Serice 
Pat Sullivan 
Patrick Manard 
Patty Dommert 
Paul Lagarosse 
Paula McCain 
Quentin Lewis 
Quintin Guidry 
Randy Nortman 
Ray Taylor 
Rhon Pappion 
Ricardo Parra 
Richard Boeing 

Richard Clark 
Ricky Gaspard 
Ricky Mouton 
Rico Orsot 
Robbin Lamb 
Robert Barfield 
Robert Bennett 
Robert Brittain 
Robert Collins 
Robert Craft 
Robert Dyer 
Robert Handy 
Robert Lequeux 
Robert McGee 
Robert Pinter 
Robert Reed 
Robert Sharpton 
Robin Forman 
Rocky Deroche 
Rodney Ceasar 
Rodney Trahan 
Roman Ryder 
Ronald Gibbs 
Rose Williams 
Ross Moody 
Ross Starks 
Roy Coniglio 
Ruby Young 
Ryan Hill 
Sabrina Devillier 
Sarah Donahe 
Scott Hall 
Scotty Darbonne 
Scotty Harwell 
Sean Bourque 
Shane Chauvin 
Shane Colletta 
Shannon Mestayer 
Shao Tseng 
Shawn Duhon 
Shawnna Gatson 
Shelby Hoffpauir 
Sidney Dickey 
Stephanie LeBlanc 
Stephen Ellender 
Steve Rideaux 
Susan Trahan 
Swinford Breaux 
Tanya Gibson 
Tara Poole 
Tarsha Sias-Broussard 
Terry Nortman 
Thad Little 
Thomas Trahan 
Tiffany Owen 
Timothy Farnum 
Timothy Griffen 
Toby Darbonne 
Todd Fontenot 

Todd Honeycutt 
Tomas Becktold 
Tomi-Jayne Ridings 
Tommy Benoit 
Trisha Mier 
Troy Irwin 
Virginia Busby 
Walter Williams 
Warren LeJeune 
Wayne Ahrens 
Weldon Terro 
Wesley Treme 
William Eaves 
William Goulet 
William Griffith 
William Pope 
Winfield Pitt
INDIVIDUALS 
Anthony Urbani 
Arno Basson 
J. T. Milford, Jr. 
Julius Cain 
Patricia Prebula, ,  
Temd Deason 
Terry Ledford
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community investment chair

community investment cOMMITTEE
Nadine blake 
REgion 5 office of public health

ERIN CHESNUT 
Beauregard Parish Library

Adam fontenot 
smoke & barrel

EARTHA GUIDRY 
Retired, Sears

MARJORIE HARRISON 
Calcasieu Parish Public Library

Scott jackson 
lyondellbasell

PAULA KOONCE 
West Calcasieu Cameron Hospital

JASON MARTINEZ 
First Horizon Bank

libby rembert 
Retired

BEVERLY SCHALON 
Retired, Axiall corporation

dale smith 
retired, ppg/westlake 
corporation

jennifer templet 
fnb deridder

LyondellBasell

I am proud to have served as the Community Investment Chair 
at United Way of Southwest Louisiana for another year. I take 
very seriously my duty to shepherd donor dollars and ensure 
they serve the community members in a way that meets our 
mission.
United Way of Southwest Louisiana is more than just meeting 
the needs of individuals and families, they are changing the 
tide of their lives for the long-term. When someone can get a 
temporary gap filled, but at the same time get to the root of 
why that gap exists, then fill it, they can be made whole. This 
lifts people up and allows them the pride everyone deserves.

KEITH FAUL

CYCLE TO THE PARK
A collaboration between United Way of Southwest Louisiana, Boys 
& Girls Club and Partners in Parks produced a day in the park with 
activities, food, bike safety and free bike helmets.

235 bike helmets
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ECONOMIC

MOBILITY
6,875
LIVES CHANGED

volunteers prepared taxes in five parishes for low to 
moderate-income individuals. The stress of filing and the 
cost can be challenging for anyone. 

cal-pri ensures less recidivism and a safer community 
for everyone by giving reentering persons the tools 
they need to find work, shelter and all the basic 
necessities required each day

4,181 income taxes filed

211 formerly incarcerated persons assisted

$4,753,632 
returned to Southwest Louisiana 

VITA
VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE

cal-pri 
calcasieu prisoner reentry

volunteers become irs-certified by united way of 
southwest louisiana team members at no cost. they 
can use the certification on a resume and for future 
jobs. they give families access to valuable tax credits 
and other benefits that are often overlooked.

volunteers
1,193 volunteers
9,974 volunteer hours
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EDUCATION
23,238 LIVES CHANGED

under the age of 5 received a book in the mail  
each month to start their first library

provided the first nasa experiments program for region 
5 students. provided the flights for winning team to 
bring experiment to nasa flight in orlando.

provided scholarships to nasa summer stem camp

each kit contains age appropriate books with themed 
activities and a handwritten note from a volunteer

3,901 children

1,000 children

5,238 6-8th grade students
71 NASA scholarships

30,462 books in the hands of local children

kiwanis club partnership allowed our first 
installation of a bilingual learning trail in sulphur’s 
mcmurray park

400 children

SUMMER OF SERVICE

DOLLY PARTON’S IMAGINATION LIBRARY

BORN LEARNING TRAIL

LITERACY KITS

STUDENT SPACEFLIGHT EXPERIMENTS PROGRAM 
& NASA SUMMER STEM CAMP

1,180 senior citizens benefitted from 
spending time with youth and from the 

services the volunteers provided

110 13-18 year olds

youth volunteers provided birthday parties, painting 
and cleaning or bingo calling at all senior centers in 

calcasieu parish during the summer

I started handing these out towards the end 
of the night and every kid had a HUGE 

smile on their face when they realized they 
got to keep the book. Thank y’all so much!!!

Leslea M., teacher at Grand Lake Elementary School
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Lake Charles Duplicate Bridge 

Club winners for Jan. 3-17:

Monday, Jan. 3 — Morn-

ing pairs — Flight A North-

South winners were Joyce 

Clarke and Judy Roberson; 

Flight B North-South 

winners were Michael 

Hickman and Carol Henry; 

Flight C North-South 

winners were C. Deb-

bie Theriot and Stewart 

Cayton. Flights A and B 

East-West winners were 

Bill Roberson and Michael 

Kudla; Flight C East-West 

winners Catherine Thomas 

and Lehrue Stevens Jr.

Friday, Jan. 7 — Flight 

A North-South winners 

Debbie Theriot and Verna 

Dahlquist; Flights B and C 

North-South winners were 

Mary and Thomas Hatfield. 

Flight A East-West winners 

Carol Henry and Leah 

Miciotto; Flight B East-

West winners were Barbara 

Kordisch and Cissy Stutes; 

Flight C East-West winners  

were David Reinauer and 

Lehrue Stevens Jr.

Monday, Jan. 10 — Flights 

A and B North-South 

winners Michael Hickman 

and Barbara Unkel; Flight 

C North-South winners 

were Adrianne Hunt and 

Sherri Plumber. Flights A 

and B East-West winners 

were Thomas Hatfield 

and Wilbur Dahlquist; 

Flight C East-West winners 

Buddy Perkins and Robert 

Cooper.

Wednesday, Jan. 12 — 

Flight A North-South 

winners were Joyce Clarke 

and Judy Roberson; Flight 

B North-South winners 

were Stewart Cayton 

and Jo Portie; Flight C 

North-South winners were  

Adrianne Hunt and Sherri 

Plummer. Flight A East-

West winners were Verna 

and Wilbur Dahlquist; 

Flight B East-West winners 

were Bill Robertson and 

Robert Cooper; Flight C 

East-West winners were 

Catherine Thomas and Lois 

Breaux.

Monday, Jan. 17 — Mon-

day pairs — Flights A, 

B and C North-South 

winners Michael Kudla and 

Betty Sims; Flight A East-

West winners Verna and 

Wilbur Dahlquist; Flight B 

East-West winners were 

Robert Cooper and Buddy 

Perkins; Flight C East-West 

winners were Stewart Cay-

ton and Debbie Theriot.
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Do you want your krewe featured in the

American Press, Online & in Living Magazine

Dear Abby: My sister-

in-law is increasingly 

overbearing and abusive 

to me. It has always been 

a problem, but I ignored 

her nasty comments. 

Now, I am finally sick of 

it. 
During the last year, 

she has begun to insist 

my husband retire. She 

wants us to close the 

doors of a business we 

have operated for 43 

years. We are highly 

successful. We have more 

than 23 employees who 

depend on their salaries 

for their livelihood, and 

the business is valuable. 

I have tried to tell her 

nicely to butt out, but it 

has only made her more 

abusive. I can’t draw 

Social Security yet, so I 

wouldn’t have an income. 

My husband won’t say 

much about it. Now she’s 

soliciting our friends 

to call us and harass us 

about retiring. Help! — 

Still Working in Virginia

Dear Still Working: If 

anyone tells you to retire 

and sell your business, 

an appropriate response 

would be, “I know you 

mean well, but when 

we’re ready to retire, we 

will let you know.” 

Dear Abby: I have 

been involved with 

someone for more 

than a year, and he has 

proposed. Being in a 

long-distance relation-

ship has been very dif-

ficult. In the beginning, 

he was very attentive. He 

lives in Tennessee, and I 

am in Oregon. 

I love him very much 

and I thought we were 

going to have a future 

together. However, he is 

very busy with his career 

so it’s difficult mak-

ing plans. We have set 

wedding dates a couple 

of times, and it’s always 

getting put on hold. 

My problem lately is 

he hasn’t been respond-

ing to me by text or 

email. He said he loves 

me, but I don’t under-

stand why he hasn’t 

gotten ahold of me. What 

do I do now? — Hanging 

in the Balance

Dear Hanging: I wish 

you had mentioned how 

long it has been since he 

has communicated with 

you. Could he be sick, 

injured or incarcerated? 

If it is none of those and 

it has been more than a 

couple of weeks, it would 

be fair to assume his 

enthusiasm has cooled, 

and you should recon-

sider the long-distance 

engagement.

Dear Abby: I am a 

nonbeliever and I need 

advice about how to 

respond when people 

“send prayers, are pray-

ing for you and yours, 

etc.” There are count-

less “prayer” messages 

on social media for all 

occasions. I never know 

what to say because I 

don’t pray, nor do I send 

prayers to anyone. Send-

ing “warm thoughts” 

seems lame. What would 

be an appropriate re-

sponse? — Awkward in 

New Mexico

Dear Awkward: You 

are not obligated to 

mention anything about 

God or prayers. If prayers 

are addressed to you, 

thank the sender for their 

thoughtfulness. If they 

are addressed to you and 

your family, include the 

word “we.” 

If, however, the life 

challenge is someone 

else’s, some appropriate 

responses might be, “I 

am sorry for your pain. 

I am sending warm 

thoughts, love, (etc.), 

with wishes for a speedy 

recovery, deepest sympa-

thy, (etc.).”
l

Dear Abby is written by Abigail 

Van Buren, also known as 

Jeanne Phillips, and was 

founded by her mother, Pauline 

Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at 

www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 

69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

© 2022, Andrews McMeel

Pushy sister-in-law tries to force couple to retire

Dear
Abby

Jeanne
Phillips

BRIDGE 

WINNERS

United Way of 

Southwest Louisiana 

is co-hosting a virtual 

event titled Understand-

ing Human Trafficking: 

The Intersections and 

Complexities 3-4 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 16.

The session is free and 

open to the public, but 

registration is required. 

Co-hosted with United 

Way Worldwide’s Cen-

ter to Combat Human 

Trafficking and a team of 

survivor leaders from the 

anti-trafficking move-

ment, an overview of the 

issues surrounding this 

widespread and invisible 

crime will be discussed. 

Strategies to collectively 

combat the issue will be 

shared with audience 

members.

“Although it is illegal 

everywhere, we know it 

is still happening every-

where which includes 

our own community,” 

explains Denise Durel, 

president and CEO of 

United Way of Southwest 

Louisiana. “We need to 

recognize the signs and 

become unified in a strat-

egy to combat it.”

Registration for this 

live learning session is 

required. The link can be 

found on United Way of 

Southwest Louisiana’s 

social media here and the 

website at unitedway-

swla.org.

United Way to present live learning 

session on trafficking March 16

Dear Dr. Roach: I am 

69 years old and have 

multiple sclerosis, for 

which I have been taking 

Aubagio (teriflunomide) 

for five months. My 

monthly liver tests have 

been negative so far. I 

am concerned about the 

long-term effects of this 

drug on my liver. Can 

the drug damage the 

liver permanently over 

time? Also, what are the 

symptoms of a damaged 

liver? What is the liver’s 

function? Thank you for 

your help. — C.D.S.

Answer: Multiple 

sclerosis is a disease in 

which the coating of 

nerve cells, called myelin, 

is destroyed by the body’s 

immune and inflamma-

tory systems. Symptoms 

of this nerve damage 

include numbness, weak-

ness and vision changes. 

Most people with MS 

have symptoms that re-

lapse and then remit.

Teriflunomide blocks 

some of the actions of T 

lymphocytes, and this has 

been shown to reduce the 

relapse rate by about 30 

percent and decrease the 

progression of disability. 

As you point out, teri-

flunomide can adversely 

affect the liver. 

While 10 percent to 

13 percent of people 

will show abnormal liver 

enzymes on a blood test, 

damage to the liver is 

uncommon. Most cases 

occur in the first six 

months after beginning 

treatment, so blood 

testing is recommended 

to evaluate any adverse 

effects on the liver. 

Initially there are no 

symptoms, which is why 

blood testing is recom-

mended. By the time 

symptoms have devel-

oped, there is usually 

extensive liver damage.

Most people will not 

experience any ill effects 

of the liver, which is 

good, because the liver 

has countless functions 

related to making pro-

teins that regulate most 

body functions, as well 

as detoxifying drugs and 

metabolic byproducts. 

Stopping teriflunomine 

caused improvement in 

the reported cases of 

liver toxicity.

Dear Dr. Roach: I 

have had several in-

cidents over the past 

year or two of nocturnal 

colon incontinence. Can 

you please explain why 

this happens and what 

I can do about it? — 

T.O.H.
Answer: Losing 

control of one’s bowels 

is a common problem, 

but one that patients 

are sometimes reluc-

tant to discuss, even 

with their doctors. Fecal 

incontinence requires 

a thorough evaluation 

to determine the pos-

sible cause. There are 

many, often related to 

underlying diseases. In 

some cases, it is chang-

es in physiology of the 

rectum due to aging, 

often accompanied by 

additional issues, such 

as trauma during child-

birth.
Probably the most 

important factor in 

patients I see with fecal 

incontinence is loose 

or watery stools. It is 

much more difficult for 

the bowel when stool is 

liquid compared with 

when it’s solid, so often 

the first treatment is 

preventing or treating 

diarrhea. This includes 

a review of foods likely 

to cause diarrhea. Ex-

cess caffeine, fructose 

and lactose should be 

avoided, as they are 

common causes. A fiber 

supplement can be ex-

tremely helpful in people 

who have diarrhea and 

incontinence due to loose 

stools. Antidiarrheal 

medicine like loperamide 

(Imodium) may also be 

helpful.
Conversely, stool 

impaction may lead to in-

continence, which is why 

a thorough history and 

exam is so critical. Eval-

uation by a gastroenter-

ologist, including more 

sophisticated testing, is 

appropriate if a primary 

care doctor’s treatment 

plan isn’t effective.
l

Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-

able to answer individual letters, 

but will incorporate them in 

the column whenever possible. 

Readers may email questions to 

ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.

edu or send mail to 628 Virginia 

Dr., Orlando, FL 32803. 

It’s best to monitor 

liver enzymes when 

starting this med

To Your
Good

Health
Dr. Keith

Roach

By Staff Sgt. Noshoba 

Davis
Louisiana National Guard

PINEVILLE — The 

Louisiana National 

Guard’s combat medic 

sustainment program 

recently conducted 

a 10-day course for 

combat medics at 

Camp Beauregard in 

Pineville.
A total of 14 medics 

participated in the 

course to renew their 

National Registry of 

Emergency Medical 

Technicians and CPR 

certifications, which 

are required to be 

renewed every two 

years.
“Medics are 

required to do 72 

hours of continuing 

education, and an 

additional 24 hours 

of training in order 

to keep their military 

occupational special-

ty. We are one of the 

few MOSs required to 

keep a civilian certifi-

cation,” said Prairiev-

ille, Louisiana native 

Sgt. 1st Class Howard 

Bushey, combat medic 

sustainment program 

director. “Medics have 

different options for 

that additional train-

ing, such as 24 hours 

of online training, col-

lege medical courses 

or working full time as 

an EMT.”
In addition to 

managing battlefield 

trauma, treating 

heat and cold inju-

ries, starting IVs and 

administering medica-

tions, medics are now 

taught K-9 Tactical 

Combat Casualty Care, 

which focuses on the 

treatment of service 

dogs in the field when 

no vet is available.

“Adding the K9 

training is important 

because not only will 

we most likely be the 

source of care if a K9 

is injured, but there 

are certain things 

a medic needs to 

know,” said Berwick, 

Louisiana native Sgt. 

Kennedy Chapman, 

assistant combat 

medic sustainment 

program director. 

“This course teaches 

medics not only how 

to effectively treat a 

K-9, but also how to 

handle a K-9 properly 

without being bitten 

or injured.”

Medics use a fake 

training dog from Fort 

Polk near Leesville 

to become familiar 

with the differences 

in required equip-

ment, anatomy and 

treatment required 

for K-9s. Medics are 

taught how to proper-

ly perform interven-

tions, such as applying 

a tourniquet to a 

wound, checking vital 

signs and how to clear 

K-9’s airway.

“Treating a K-9 

is not something we 

typically think about 

as a medic, so this 

training is extremely 

important for us,” said 

Pineville native Sgt. 

Caleb Frost, a flight 

medic with G Com-

pany, 2nd General 

Support Aviation Bat-

talion, 238th Aviation 

Regiment.

Special to the American Press

Louisiana National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Charles Blackwell, a medic with 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 256th Infantry Brigade 

Combat Team, carries a fake training K-9 to the medical evacuation 

point during a trauma lane exercise at Camp Beauregard in Pineville.

La. Guard adds K-9 casualty 

care to medic training

10,478LIVES CHANGED

united way of southwest louisiana is a founding member 
of swla human trafficking task force so it was only 
natural for the team to hold the meetings and be the 
starting point for united against human trafficking

united way of southwest louisiana’s prescription 
discount card does not require a membership or 
subscription and is open to everyone

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA PARTNERED WITH 
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB AND THE CITY OF LAKE CHARLES TO 
PLAN CYCLE TO THE PARK. BIKE HELMETS WERE GIVEN TO 
EACH CHILD THAT LEARNED BIKE SAFETY. FOOD, TRAIN RIDES, 
JUMPS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES HAPPENED ALL DAY

110 participants 1,876 participants

1,432 HELPED

235 children supplied with new bike helmets

UNITED AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

INDIVIDUALS USED OUR
TEEN TEXT, CRISIS CHAT OR CRISIS LINE

SINGLECARE  
PRESCRIPTION DISCOUNT CARD

CYCLE TO THE PARK

$120,479.62 saved
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BASIC

NEEDS

By John Guidroz

American Press

When Mary Talbert opened 

Talbert’s Medical Billing at her 

home in 1992, she had a chair, 

a desk, a home phone and a fax 

machine.
Today, the 60-year-old Lake 

Charles native owns a four-

suite office in Moss Bluff and 

has up to 15 employees. She 

described it as a one-stop-shop 

for 20 companies in Louisiana, 

most being based outside Lake 

Charles.
“We also send out state-

ments to collect revenue and do 

consulting for businesses and 

do creden-
tialing to 
get them in 

the net-
work with 
insurance 
companies,” 

she said.
Talbert’s 

Medical 

Billing deals with any spec-

trum of the medical field, but it 

specializes in behavioral health 

billing. She said the growing 

opioid crisis has led to a rise 

in behavioral health facilities, 

detox, residential treatment and 

intensive outpatient treatment.

Talbert said the idea for 

starting a business was spear-

headed after a divorce pushed 

her to provide for her daughter, 

Shauntel Ceasar, and her son, 

Rodney Williams Jr. She was in-

spired after hearing her church 

pastor discuss people wanting 

jobs to earn a good living wage, 

but not having anything to offer 

when applying. Talbert was a 

high school graduate, but she 

knew she needed more. She 

enrolled at Sowela Technical 

Community College and after 

earning a computer applica-

tions degree was hired to do 

By John Guidroz

American Press

Several law enforce-

ment agencies announced 

at a press conference 

Thursday the formation 

of the Southwest Louisi-

ana Human Trafficking 

Task Force.
Calcasieu Parish Sher-

iff Tony Mancuso said the 

task force will educate 

businesses like casinos, 

hotels and convenience 

stores on spotting possi-

ble signs of human traf-

ficking to get victims out 

of dangerous situations. It 

partners various local, state and national law enforce-

ment agencies and area nonprofits.

“We are going to take a strong stance and do ev-

erything we can to make sure they don’t harm anyone 

in our public,” he said. “It takes all of us being on the 

same page for this to work and be successful in our 

community.”
Brandon Brown, U.S. attorney for the Western 

District of Louisiana, said a human trafficking task 

force was created in northwestern Louisiana in 2018. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the 2020 landfall of 

Hurricanes Laura and Delta delayed the creation of a 

similar task force in Southwest Louisiana.

Victims of human trafficking are often underage 

and forced into abusive situations, Mancuso said. He 

spoke of a case several years earlier that involved a 

woman who was threatened and forced into prostitu-

tion.
“Some of these people think there’s no other life,” 

the sheriff said. “They are beaten down and some-

times, because of their status in life and how people 

view them, they feel like no one will listen to them. 

We will listen to them.”
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Mary Talbert: Weathering the storms and building up a business

Special to the American Press

Mary Talbert has seen her medical billing company blos-

som into a company in high demand.

Special to the American Press

United Way of Southwest 

Louisiana, the City of Lake 

Charles, Calcasieu Parish 

Police Jury and St. Michael’s 

All Angels Episcopal Church 

provided 623 local residents 

with shelter the weekend of 

Jan. 21.
“We were overwhelmed 

with applications in a 24-hour 

period,” explains Denise Durel, 

president and CEO for United 

Way of Southwest Louisiana. 

“We received 672 requests and 

a majority of them are local 

families still living in poor 

conditions following Hurricane 

Laura.”
Individuals were given a 

choice of Sulphur or Lake 

Charles and were sheltered in 

ten different local hotels with 

vacancies. 
In total, 238 rooms were 

rented with a total of 659 

nights paid for by the four 

partners.
 “St. Michael’s called after 

seeing what we were trying to 

do and offered to join us,” says 

Durel. “Our team of casework-

ers quickly got to work filling 

more rooms once we located 

them. It was a moving experi-

ence for all of us.”

“Our two kids (ages five 

and six) are so grateful for the 

warm room, beds, hot water 

for baths, and the meals that 

were provided during our stay. 

Even our 6-month-old seemed 

a little less stressed. It was a 

big relief for all five of us,” says 

Heather, a guest that received 

the help.
Families at each hotel were 

provided three meals each day 

by a team including United 

Way of Southwest Louisiana, 

Catholic Charities of SWLA 

and Aetna Better Health of 

Louisiana. A total of 3,728 

meals were served.

United Way, partners provided 623 with shelter last weekend

Task force  

formed to combat 

human trafficking 

in SW La.

Get An Extra 

20% Off 
EVERYTHING 

12 Till 7 Today & 

11 Till 2 Saturday

S&M FAMILY OUTLET
3622 Ryan St.    337-478-1300

Frances Fitz-Gerald 

Estate/Moving Sale 

13 RIVER RD.
Lake Charles

Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022
8AM-5PM
337-540-1223

Buster’s Famous

Boiled Crawfish!
NOW OPEN 

7 Days A Week  5PM-Til 

$5.23/Lb.  Or All You Can Eat! 

303 Main St., Elton, LA         337-584-3404

‘They can target 

this area with the 

casinos and  

tourism we have. 

We have rail here, 

the port, (Inter-

state) 10.’

Stephen Dwight 

Calcasieu Parish DA

See TRAFFICKING, A6

Head over heels for McNeese

Rick Hickman/American Press

McNeese cheerleaders keep the crowd entertained during a break in the action at Thursday night’s home 

game against Nicholls State.

hunger

shelter

211

united against child hunger

107,297
LIVES CHANGED

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA and funded 
partners continue to address the need for food in each 
region of the community through a variety of initiatives 
and food pantries

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA funded shelter for 
families and individuals during weather extremes.

many in southwest louisiana continue to live with 
homes in disrepair and cannot sustain cold winter 
weather or extreme heat in summer.

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST LOUISIANa’s 211 resource help 
line is more than just a lifeline for community members 
to find critical assistance. it gives important data 
about needs in every corner of our region so resource 
allocation can be swift and accurate. the top 3 needs 
continue to be:

866,164 meals served

2,743 sheltered

25,739 callers assisted

6,000 children served

1. shelter 2. utility assistance 3. food
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volunteers

Together, we work to create opportunities for 
individuals and families to thrive and to achieve 
what every family wants: a pathway to self-
sufficiency and a sustainable quality of life.

Our community has faced extraordinary 
challenges these last few years, from 
pandemic-related shortages to 
devastating natural disasters. When our 
community has needed us most, no 
matter the situation, United Way 
answered the call.

Abraham’s Tent
Assist Agency
Beauregard ARC
Beauregard Community Concerns
Beauregard Council on Aging
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWLA
Calcasieu Community Clinic
Calcasieu Council on Aging
Catholic Charities of SWLA
Family & Youth Counseling Agency
Girl Scouts of LA - Pines to the Gulf
Girlie Girls Mentoring Program
Jeff Davis CADA
Junior Achievement of SWLA

Literacy Council of SWLA
McNeese - Kay Dore Counseling Clinic
Merryville Community Health Center
Oasis a Safe Haven
Project Build a Future
Salvation Army
Second Harvest Food Bank
Southwest Louisiana Youth Foundation
St. Nicholas Center for Children
SWLA Center for Health Services
The Boys & Girls Club of Acadiana
The Children’s Museum of SWLA
Volunteers of America

partner agencies
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Figures are taken from the Financial Statements for year ended 
6/30/2022, audited by Steven M. DeRouen Associates CPAs.

We are proud to be the oldest 
nonprofit member of the Southwest 
Louisiana Economic Development 
Alliance. Supporting our ability 
to provide a safety net for our 
neighbors and friends while we 
help them achieve long-term 
financial stability and success also 
stimulates the economy. 

July 2021 - June 2022
distributions

investment committee

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT....................................$3,569,647.00
  CORE IMPACT...................................................................................... $3,082,169.63
  DISASTER IMPACT................................................................................ $487,477.37
CENTRAL SERVICES....................................................$976,836.00
TOTAL......................................................................... $4,546,483.00

i n v e s t m e n t 
chair
KEVIN LACY 
Investar Bank

BARRY BROWN 
Red River Bank

BLAKE MCCASKILL 
First National Bank of 
Louisiana

Harry Hank 
Retired, PPG Industries

KIRK PELLERIN 
Sabine State Bank

ROXANNA MIZE 
Retired, First National 
Bank of Louisiana

Tony Hulsey 
Retired, JD Bank



O
UR

 IN
IT

IA
TI

VE
S

SP
EC

IA
L 

PR
O

JE
CT

S

BASIC NEEDS
211 | 898-211
SWLA VOAD
The Path Home
United Against Child Hunger
Build Back the Block

EDUCATION
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
WriteStart Project
Literacy Kits
Born Learning Trail
Summer of Service

HEALTH
833.TXT.TEEN
Crisis Chat Online
Singlecare Prescription Discount Program
United Against Human Trafficking

ECONOMIC MOBILITY
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance  (VITA)
Calcasieu Prisoner Reentry Program (CAL-PRI)
Matched Savings Program
Bank On SWLA

ALICE
Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed

CASE MANAGEMENT PORTFOLIO
Emergency Rental Assistance Program (CPPJ)
Power To Care (Entergy La)
Emergency Food & Shelter Program (FEMA)
Temporary Assistance For Needy Families 
(DCFS)

facebook.com/unitedwayofswla

@unitedwayswla

linkedin.com/unitedwayswla

youtube.com/unitedwayofswla

@unitedwayofswla

UNITEDWAYSWLA.ORG

EVENTS
Smoke & Barrel

Battle for the Paddle

Rum Revival

Reelin’ For Veterans Fishing 
Tournament

La Food & Wine Festival

SOLA Giving Day

Day of Giving

United Way of Southwest 
Louisiana Volunteer Forces
Disaster Response Specialist

Literacy Kit Assembly

In-Office Assistance

Summer of Service Youth Forces

Summer of Service Adult Forces

VITA IRS-Certified Preparers

Fannie Mae SpecialistsVO
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