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Turtles spread seeds for plants, create
habitat for other wildlife, and hold
symbolic significance for many cultures. 

Turtles are one of the most threatened
groups of vertebrates on the planet along
with primates. 

More than half of the 476 living types of
freshwater turtles, tortoises, sea turtles, and
terrapins are threatened with extinction.

There are four (4) species of sea
turtles in Belize.

There are nine (9) species of inland
and freshwater turtles in Belize.

Facts about Belize’s Turtles
This year’s Hicatee Awareness Month is themed “Hicatee and
Friends” and focuses on teaching about all of Belize’s amazing inland
turtles. Below are some fun and interesting facts about turtles for
you to share with friends and family.
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Chelonian pronounced /kəˈlōnēən/ is a
noun that means a reptile of the order
Testudines; a turtle, terrapin, or tortoise.

Only one turtle Belize is critically endangered - the
Central American river turtle also called Hicatee.
Critically endangered means that the species is
threatened with extinction if immediate action
isn’t taken.

Turtles are both predators and prey. 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6803afb3c46e8800&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1058US1058&q=reptile&si=ACC90nwUEXg6u2vxy-araGkF9MAxKTDgQP9ecPeLMbby1iZ86CSwqAtBQSBa1abxhrm_aXUkZB5yZuev2F7nXqbhE6WUtsPKgFfpL4Mi4_eqwU3ZW4UQlGU%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjy3ubE27uIAxXXEFkFHcf3DlAQyecJegQILxAO
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6803afb3c46e8800&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1058US1058&q=terrapin&si=ACC90nx67Z8g0WkBmnrPB4IqtqGvInXTe5CB46D07SR4rjeLA_Tair2zNihXcFUz_einuvChhXh0hNR2q4ehdKa7UUhIbvv5XdK9i30Ldyu0U_8QhxSH6W8%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjy3ubE27uIAxXXEFkFHcf3DlAQyecJegQILxAP
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6803afb3c46e8800&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1058US1058&q=tortoise&si=ACC90nx67Z8g0WkBmnrPB4IqtqGvmWD4bVodCNL-sq5THzGCOW6Vm60WiI1a8cdJnX_LHYjT3mOUvlQV8Nd-6nD_szxkgi1gbS4QBRE9XQufz6C9pufrxLk%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjy3ubE27uIAxXXEFkFHcf3DlAQyecJegQILxAQ
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