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By Frank Neill

Broadmeadowswriter Jennifer
Lane isthe winner of the New
Zealand Society of Authors
2026 Authors Award.

Jennifer will use the award to
work on anovd.

Continued on page 2.
Jennifer Lane, winner of the

2026 Authors Award.
Photo: Supplied.
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Author thrilled to recelive award

Continued from page 1.

“I’'m thrilled to receive the NZSA Shaw
Writer’s Award to support my novel-in-
progress, ‘Confession’,” she says.

“Writing a novel can be a lonely slog, so
having a little recognition and encourage-
ment along the way means a lot.

“The award will give me the time and space
to immerse myself in the manuscript and
write with greater intensity and focus.
“I’'m incredibly grateful to Tina [Shaw],
the judges and the NZSA for making this
opportunity possible.”

Tina established the $5,000 award “to
encourage the development of new novels
by mid-career fiction writers.”

Jennifer’s novel-in-progress alternates
between the present day and the 1990s and
is set in both New Zealand and Australia,
where she grew up.

The story follows two sisters who are
forced to confront a dark secret from their
childhood, which took place on the eve of
the millennium.

“With Jennifer Lane’s winning entry, we
were impressed by both the liveliness of the
voice and the more demanding material the
novel is prepared to take on,” the judging
panel of Rosetta Allan and David Hill say.
“The applications represented an interesting
and varied field, encompassing historical,
speculative, crime and contemporary
fiction, and writing for both younger and
adult readers.

“There was a good level of technical com-
petence across many of the entries, which
made the stronger applications particularly
interesting to discuss.”

“I’m very pleased that the award is going to
Jennifer Lane this year,” Tina Shaw says.
“Jennifer isa committed and talented writer
of fiction that speaks to the quirkier side of

oy

Secyelf

Jennifer Line

The cover of Jennifer Lane’s debut novel “All Our Secrets’.

family life, and I know she’ll put the award
to good use.”

Jennifer had her first taste of literary
success at the age of 11, when she won St
Michael’s Primary School year six creative
writing competition with a dramatic World
War |1 piece ‘Dominic Finds a Way’.
Some 24 years later she was one of the
winners of NZ Book Month’s Six Pack
Two comeptition with ‘Scouts Honour’, an
extract from an early draft of her first novel.
Her debut novel, ‘All Our Secrets’ (Rosa
Mira Books), won the Ngaio Marsh Award
for Best First Novel in 2018.

Her second novel, ‘Miracle’ (Cloud Ink

Press), won the Ngaio Marsh Award for
Best Young Adults Book in 2024. “Miracle’
was also shortlisted for the New Zealand
YA Fiction Award.

Jennifer’s short stories have been published
on both sides of the Tasman, most recently
on Newsroom — ‘Four Years and Nine
Months’ in March this year. This story is
available at newsroom.co.nz/2026/03/14/
short-story-four-years-and-nine-months-
by-jennifer-lane.

Jennifer graduated from Victoria University
of Wellington’s International Institute of
Modern Letters with a Masters in Creative
Writing in 2024.

Paparangi School's Family Fun Day

Paparangi School is inviting local families
to its annual Family Fun Day on Saturday
14 November, with something on offer for
all ages.

The event runs from 10am to 2pm at
Paparangi School, and entry is free.

All money raised on the day will go
towards providing better resources for
students, such as new sports equipment,
re-painted court markings and science Kits.

This year the committee has added new
activities and performances, including a
foothall shoot out, big dig and a bubble
performer.

Much-loved favourites from past years
are also back, including little drivers, a toy
garage sale, a bake sale, market stalls and
face painting.

The day wouldn’t be possible without
the generosity of its main sponsors: Just
Property Management, Affinity Medical
Imaging and Rainey Collins Lawyers.
Their support, along with that of many
other local businesses, has been vital in

Home and School chairperson Annah
Duncan says she is grateful for the backing
the committee has received, especially in
the current economic climate.

“Times are tough for a lot of businesses
right now, so we’re incredibly grateful that
so many have still chosen to get behind
us,” she says.

“Their generosity has made this day
possible, and it shows how much they care
about our school and our community.”

Principal Tracey Arthurs says the event
reflects what makes the school community
special.

“Events like this are about more than
fundraising.

“They bring our families, neighbours
and local businesses together to celebrate,
connect and have fun,” Mrs Arthurs says.

“It’s wonderful to see everyone coming
together for the good of our tamariki. It’s
one of my favourite days of the year.”

Families are encouraged to come along
and enjoy a great day out.
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Local teacher

excels at comedy

Raroa Normal Intermediate School
teacher Guanny Liu-Prosee was
runner-up at the Raw Comedy Quest
National Grand Final, held at The
Classic Comedy Club in Auckland
on 31 October.

Guanny first started doing stand-up
with hopes to become better at improv
comedy and theatre, which she has
been performing and teaching since
2010.

“It’s a hobby, but it’s also really
intertwined with my career,” she says.

“I’ve been teaching improv drama
here (at Raroa) since | started here
in 2015.

”I’ve been the youth programme
director for the New Zealand Improv
Festival since 2018. And last year |
founded a group called Wellington
Youth Improv which offers free drama
lessons for teens and puts on fami-
ly-friendly shows in the community.

“l also teach public speaking and cre-
ative writing extension programmes at
school, and stand-up comedy is just
writing clever things and then saying
them to an audience, right?

“So | thought | would sign up for a
comedy school course, as a kind of
professional development.

“And then I justdidn’tend up leaving
because everyone was so nice.

“The Wellington stand-up scene is

super friendly. So | just found myself
always popping out to open mics at
the Fringe bar on a Monday evening
to hang out with some funny people.

“Next thing you know, I’'m here. It
still feels surreal,” Guanny says.

“We're very lucky to have an amaz-
ing group of teachers with a variety of
talents, whether in sports, culture or
the arts,” Raroa Normal Intermediate
Principal Stephen Eames says.

“Thisis really reflected in the oppor-
tunities available to Raroa students.

“Guanny does great work with
our drama students and our public
speaking extension group, among
other opportunities where students
can excel”

Launched in 1995, the Raw Comedy
Quest is New Zealand’s biggest com-
edy competition, with up to $2,500 in
prize money and promises of further
work as a professional comedian to
be won.

Heats, semi-finals, and finals were
held around the country to find
12 grand finalists from Welling-
ton, Auckland, Central/\Whanganui,
Christchurch/ Canterbury and Dun-
edin/Otago.

Readers who want to know more
about free weekend drama lessons for
teenagers can email wellingtonyouth-
improv@gmail.com.

Guanny Liu-Prosee performing at the Wellington semi
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Saturday 21 November 2026
7pm
Elim Christian Centre
11 Heriot Drive, Porirua

Tickets available at Humanitix

Malvina
b Major

A RYMAN VILLAGE
CHARITY GALA

Fundraising for Bowel Cancer New Zealand
Saturday 7 November | 10am - 2pm
Everyone is welcome to enjoy shopping,
food, entertainment and great community

spirit while supporting a worthy cause.

Want to be a vendor?
Stall spaces available*
Space only: $25 Table hire: $5

Contact Malvina Major Reception to book

04 478 3754
134 Burma Rd, Johnsonville, 6037

*Limited spaces available

Bowel Cancer

NEW ZEALAND

final of the Raw Comedy Quest. Photo: Amber Harris.

Retiree refuses to ‘sit it out’

Annie has always been an active
grandmother. Morning beach walks, pilates
twice a week, and with seven
grandchildren, Annie was always ready to
play. At family gatherings, she was the one
on the floor building block towers, not
watching from the couch. Energy was never
her problem.

But at 71, she began to notice that had all
changed.

When her four-year-old grandson asked
her to play on the floor, Annie hesitated.
Not because she didn’t want to, but because
getting back up had started to become
difficult.

“That moment broke something in me,”
Annie recalls. “T'd been making excuses for
months. ‘Nana will watch from the couch’
But seeing his disappointed face, I realised
I'd become a spectator in my own life.”

The decline had been gradual. First,
skipping the morning beach walks. Then
the unopened pilates mat started gathering
dust in the corner of her bedroom. The
world she’d built around movement was
shrinking.

“You don’t notice you're shrinking your
world until suddenly it’s tiny,” she says. “I
went from being the grandmother who'd
chase them around to the one watching
from the bench. I felt like I was
disappearing.”

Accepting this might be her new normal
was a horrible feeling.

Then a friend mentioned Koru FX over
coffee.

“I almost didn’t bother,” Annie admits.
“Another cream. I'd tried things before that
promised the world. But she insisted that
she had been using it herself and lent me
her bottle to try.”

Reading the ingredients, she recognised
names she trusted. Arnica for soothing.
Manuka oil and peppermint for cooling

relief.

“These weren’t mystery chemicals. They
were things my mother used.”

The cream absorbed quickly with no sticky
residue. Annie soon noticed changes.

“I wasn’t planning my movements as

much,” she says. “Each week I noticed
something else. Reaching high cupboards.
Getting in and out of the car easier. Small
things that add up to a life.”

The real test came visiting her daughter’s
newborn, her eighth grandchild. Her
grandson lay on a soft blanket in the
afternoon light.

“I looked at him lying there, so perfect,”
Annie recalls. “And 1 thought, ‘T'm not
missing this. Not again.””

Advertisement

Without overthinking, Annie lowered
herself to the floor beside him, letting his tiny
hand wrap around her finger, breathing in
that newborn smell.

“My daughter found us like that,” she
smiles. “Me on my stomach, making faces at
him. Later she told me she hadn’t seen me on
the floor in such a long time.”

Getting up wasn’t graceful. But she did it.

Three months later, Annie’s back to
morning walks, gentle pilates, and being
present. Koru FX is part of her daily routine
Now.

“‘I'm not running marathons,” she says.
“But when my grandchildren need me on
their level, I can get there. That's everything.”

C@RU NUTRITION

Always read the label and take as directed. If symptoms persist contact your healthcare professional, Koru Nutrition, Christchurch
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Haunted House a huge success

Photo: Supplied.

The inaugural Haunted House,
run by the Karori Lions, was a huge
success.

The 31 October Hallowe’en event
at Karori Park saw 205 adults and
365 younger people passing through.

For some time the queue to enter
reached more than halfway across
the park.

Including admission charges and
the sale of lollies and glow sticks,
more than $4,400 was taken at the
door. After costs that money will all
go to charity.

After early close of business on
Friday the three levels of Karori
Park Café, with all windows blacked
out, were converted to an intri-
cate maze of passages and rooms
for scary clowns, witches, creepy
creatures and sinister surprises and
things lurking in every corner.

The horrible sounds and yowls
were often drowned out by the
screams of the children (and some
of the adults).

Actors played their various scary
roles, strange breezes and water
sprays tingled spines in the dark
and ghastly beings jumped out
unexpectedly.

It was everyone’s worst nightmares

—and they loved it.
The weather held, then it almost

did not as the sky blackened angrily, B

but the frightful happenings in the
café, the Karori Lions believe, kept
the storm at bay.

Amazingly, after all the horror,
those exiting were highly animated
and enthusiastic, with many wanting
a second go.

Then it was all over around
8.30pm, and the cleanup and tidy
up happened at a remarkable pace,
and the café proprietors came
in on Saturday morning to find
the premises just as they had left
them.

Miracles do happen at Hallowe’en.

With success way beyond expecta-
tions, Karori Lions are confident
this will become a favourite annual
event.

The haunted house was part of a
very busy weekend for the Karori
Lions.

First a sausage sizzle for the Kelly
Sports soccer at lan Galloway Park,
followed by the inaugural Haunted
House event straight afterwards,
with catering for the Lions District
Cabinet meeting at Life Flight HQ
the following day.

i

Atamarikiinfront of askeleton atthe Karori Haunted House. A scary bunny frightening people at the Karori
Haunted House. Photo: Supplied.

Photo: Supplied.
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A hidden garden from the past. Photo: Wellington City Council.

Hidden Gardens

‘ We Have Moved

Just Blinds

FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER, 6PM
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4 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville
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e 3 year guarantee

FREE measure and quote

405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt
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e Exciting new fabrics ¢ Wide range of blinds
e Colour consultancy e Installation - Repairs

Hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm

‘ TRANSFORM YOUR VIEW TODAY

on this month

Hidden Gardens has returned
to Wellington.

Now in its fifth successful
year, this November will see six
of Wellington City Council’s
horticulture apprentices display
their lovingly tended and unique
gardens with creative themes that
everyone can enjoy.

As the name suggests, the
gardens are hidden.

People can collect hints about
their whereabouts at wellington.
govt.nz/hidden-gardens and
there will be more information
on the Council's Facebook and
Instagram channels throughout
the month.

NEYS
T

NEWS TIPS

“Grab your best buds and
whanau, find the riddles and
crack the clues, explore the out-
doors, and discover the Hidden
Gardens. We're rooting for you,”
Wellington City Council says.

“Remember to vote for your
favourites at wellington.govt.nz/
hidden-gardens to go in the draw
to win a night's stay for two at
the historic Sextons Cottage near
Bolton Street Cemetery.”

Public voting runs to 30 No-
vember with the gardens remain-
ing in place throughout summer.

The People's Choice winner
will be announced in December.

Send your tips to
herald@wsn.co.nz
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The very colourful Bee in the City. Photo: Supplied.

Bee in the city may
come to J'ville

A colouful Bee in the City sculpture may
come to Johnsonville.

The Johnsonville Business Group (JBG) is
currently on the lookout for a place a Bee in
the City could be located.

“A bright new local landmark, a spot for a
photo and something to make people smile
as they pass — we’d love to make it happen,”
the JBG says.

“We’re looking for building and property
owners who might have a visible garden,
forecourt or outdoor space where a bee could
be displayed for everyone to enjoy.

“The sculptures are being auctioned on 26
November, and some potential buyers would
like their bee to stay on public display.

“Life Flight is helping connect those buyers

with possible hosts,” JBG says.

“You don’t need to buy a bee to offer a home.

“Any arrangements for installation, costs,
insurance, maintenance and how long it would
stay would need to be agreed with the new
owner.

“JBG could help co-ordinate discussions,
including with Wellington City Council about
any necessary approvals.

The JBG is aking people to who are interested
to email them at info@johnsonvillebusiness.
co.nz before 25 November with their property’s
address and a little about the space they have
in mind. “A photo would be helpful too,” JBG
says. “There’s no commitment at this stage —
just an opportunity to explore something fun
for Johnsonville.”

This week at the libraries

‘Georgina Beyer: Diamonds are For-
ever’ will be presented at Te Matapihi Ki
te Ao Nui Central Library on Sunday 8
November from 1pm to 2pm.

Join Walk Tours NZ and Wellington
City Libraries for ‘Georgina Beyer:
Diamonds are Forever’; a powerful one-
hour presentation paying tribute to the late
Georgina Beyer (1957-2023), presented
at Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui Central
Library, Nga Pou Ruahine (level 2).

“Blending live storytelling, historic
images, archival audio and personal
memories, we’ll explore Georgina’s Wel-
lington,” Wellington City Libraries says.

“Along the way, we’ll honour some of
her heroes and listen to first-hand archival
audio clips that showcase her humour and
resilience.”

“In 2004, Georgina Beyer, the first
openly transgender Member of Parlia-
ment in the world, famously confronted
members of Destiny Church during the
Enough Is Enough rally on the grounds
of Parliament.

This was just one of many significant
moments that shaped the life of the
extraordinary Georgina Beyer.

Born in Wellington, Georgina went on
to have an unprecedented local, national
and international impact through her
commitment to equality and her desire
to give everyone the opportunity to reach
their full potential in society.

Georgina’s story is defiantly optimistic
— confronting hardship and using her
lived experience to change the world for
the better.

Tea & Tales Book Club will be held at
Johnsonville Library at Waitohi Hub on
Friday 6 November from 2pm to 3.30pm.

Georgina Beyer. Photo: nzhistory.govt.nz.

Enjoy lively book discussions, share
what you’re reading and peruse new and
interesting books with like-minded people
over a cuppa.

New members are always welcome.

‘Let’s talk in English!” will take place
at Johnsonville Library at Waitohi Hub
on Tuesday 10 November from 10.30am
to 11.30am.

‘Let’s talk in English!” is a free group
for people who want to practise speaking
and listening to English. Join anytime,
just come to the library for these weekly
sessions.

Community Book Chat will be held at
Wadestown Library on Wednesday 11
November from 11am to noon.

Pop along to Wadestown Library for a
casual conversation about books.

Discuss what you’ve been reading lately,
the books you love, and those you’re keen
to get into, with other book lovers.

A librarian will be on hand with recom-
mendations and readers’ advisory.

Bupa

Te Awarua
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Brand new homes from $865,000"

Set your sights on the retirement lifestyle that’s right for you.

Enjoy the best of both worlds at Bupa Te Awarua Views, a brand new retirement village under
development. Overlooking Whitby, our village is expected to offer villas, townhouses and
apartments, with nature at your doorstep and everyday amenities close by.

Contact Gary on 04 280 6596 or visit our sales suite at Palmers Garden Centre in Plimmerton.

bupa.co.nz/teawarua

“Price is for a licence to occupy under an Occupation Right Agreement. Stage one villas are expected to open August 2027.

Disclaimer: Image is indicative only.
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Over the past year, the Johnsonville Busi-
ness Group (JBG) has worked to make
Johnsonville “more welcoming, support
business safety and bring our business com-
munity together,” the Johnsonville Business
Improvement District (BID) Manager, Jacqui
Johnston said in her report to the JBG’s
annual meeting on 23 October.

“With the help of members, our committee
and community partners, we have made prac-
tical improvements and continued to advocate
for Johnsonville’s future,” the report said.

“Building on the concrete planters installed
the previous year, we added 20 planted wine
barrels along Johnsonville Road.

“Together, these bring more greenery and
seasonal colour to our main street, making
it a more pleasant place to shop, work and
Visit.

“We also supported murals and public art
that brighten shared spaces and give John-
sonville a character of its own. The native
bird artwork celebrates Aotearoa’s wildlife.

“These projects bring local creativity into
the town centre and help build pride in our
surroundings,” the report said.

“We brought businesses, community
partners and [Wellington City] Council rep-
resentatives together to discuss town centre
safety and developed incident reporting

information for businesses.

“A three-month commercial security
patrol trial was introduced across the BID
triangle, with the route adjusted in response
to feedback.

“The trial is helping us assess how patrols
can support a safer and more reassuring town
centre,” the report said.

“We created a private Facebook group for
businesses and commercial property owners
within the BID to connect with one another,
ask questions and share ideas.

“The group also shares members-only
events and opportunities, while newsletters
and local promotion keep members informed.

“We refreshed our website and launched the
business directory, helping people discover
local businesses and services.

“Work continues to check and expand
listings so the directory reflects our business
community.

“We represented local business interests
through a submission on Council’s 2026-27
Annual Plan and discussions on recreation
facilities, greenspace and town centre
investment.

“Advocacy and development work continues
on the proposed farmers market, welcome
sign, greenspace allocation and suburban
centres upgrade,” the report said.

Get the Independent Herald
delivered FREE to your inbox.

e _ AW

Subscribe now at:
www.independentherald.co.nz

Your weekly source for local stories, community updates,
and everything happening in your neighbourhood.

Stay connected with the people, places, and events that
shape our community.

The Independent Herald brings you trusted, local journalism
delivered straight to your inbox at no cost.

Making Johnsonville more
welcoming

The Johnsonville Business Improvement District Manager Jacqui Johnston.

Photo: Supplied.

Overnight resurfacing works for State
Highway 1 at Johnsonville are now planned
to take place on Thursday 12 November,
between 9pm and 4:30am.

The work was originally scheduled for 14
October, but has been rescheduled due to
bad weather on the night.

It was then rescheduled to 29 October, but
bad weather once again led to the work being
rescheduled.

Contractors will be repairing a section of
the highway’s northbound lanes between the
Johnsonville offramp and onramp.

The work will improve the highway’s grip
and skid resistance, making the road safer
for road users.

Crews will be on site from 7pm setting
up traffic management. The work is being
completed at night when traffic volumes
are lower, which reduces overall traffic
disruption.

Because heavy machinery will be used
to mill and repave the road, the highway’s
northbound lanes will be closed between the
Johnsonville offramp and onramp.

The closure will also allow the repairs to

Highway resurfacing

Roadresurfacing is planned for State Highway 1 on 12 November. Photo: NZTA/Waka Kotahi.

at Johnsonville

be completed faster than if they were done
under stop/go traffic management.

Northbound traffic will leave the highway
at the Johnsonville offramp, travel through
Johnsonville, and rejoin State Highway 1
using the northbound onramp.

Drivers should allow extra time for their
journeys, follow all temporary traffic man-
agement, observe local road speed limits on
the detour, and take care around road crews
and equipment.

Nearby residents may hear some ma-
chinery noise. Crews will keep noise and
disruption as low as possible.

The work is weather dependent and may
be rescheduled if wet weather or other
unforeseen circumstances occur. Drivers
should check the latest road conditions
before travelling by visiting journeys.nzta.
govt.nz/traffic/wellington.

NZTA/Waka Kotahi and the Wellington
Transport Alliance say that they thank
road users and residents for their patience
while this important maintenance work is
completed.
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IHC photography display at Waitohi

IHC’s Capture The Moment
photography exhibition is now
on display at the Waitohi Hub in
Johnsonville, and will run until
27 November.

Capture the moment is IHC’s
photography competition for
New Zealanders aged 13 and
over who have an intellectual
disability or an intellectual dis-
ability and autism.

Building on the success of the
IHC Art Awards, Capture The
Moment celebrates creativity
through the lens — whether a
camera, mobile phone or tablet.

The competition is a platform

for self-expression, confi-
dence-building and connection,
while highlighting the unique
perspectives and stories of pho-
tographers.

It helps raise awareness of the

creativity within the IHC com-
munity and encourages inclusion
and appreciation through visual
storytelling.

This year’s theme is “‘Nature:
the living world’.

The judges selected 30 finalists
whose work is exhibited at FO-
TOFEST inthe Hawke’s Bay and
now at Waitohi.

New direction for
waste minimising

A Wellington City Council
committee has unanimous-
ly agreed on a new direction
for waste minimisation efforts
across the city, backing practi-
cal initiatives that will reduce
waste, support community-led
programmes, and help prepare
Wellington for longer-term
waste management solutions.

The decisions, made by the Te
Hoe Matua | City Strategy and
Delivery Committee at its 28
October meeting, build on the
Council’s Zero Waste Strategy
and broader regional waste
reduction goals.

They focus on maintaining
and enhancing existing services
while exploring affordable ways
to further reduce the amount of
waste sent to landfill.

“The importance of this work
from an environmental and
sustainability perspective cannot
be overstated,” Mayor Andrew
Little says.

“The decisions recognise the
incredible foundation that com-
munity groups, volunteers and
local organisations have already
built.

“The Council can support these
initiatives, scale up what works,
and enable grassroots organi-
sations and citizens to continue
taking the lead on waste and
recycling issues.

“The decision allows us to
make progress on this essential
area but this is not the ultimate
solution.”

A key feature of the package
was an amendment from Coun-
cillor Jonny Osborne, which has
been described as a practical set
of steps that can be implemented
while larger, longer-term solu-
tions are developed.

Cr Osborne says that establish-
ing and strengthening resource
recovery networks is essential
to limiting the expansion of the
Southern Landfill.

“We must drastically reduce
the amount of material we send
to landfill, or we’ll be faced
with the unpalatable — and ex-
pensive — decision of extending
our dump up to Zealandia’s
fence.”

The committee’s decision “re-
duces that risk but there is still
much more to do,” Cr Osborne
says.

“By backing proven commu-
nity organisations and practical
initiatives, we’re supporting
the people and groups with
the expertise, commitment and
track record to make a real
difference.”

The committee agreed to con-
tinue funding the successful Te
Aro Zero Waste initiative, a ma-
jor expansion of the community
and local organics collection,
enhance Wellington’s resource
recovery networks, plan and
build a bigger Tip Shop and
larger transfer station so material
stays out of landfill, explore op-
tions for monthly glass recycling
collections, and support greater
recovery of reusable building
materials before they are dis-
posed of as cleanfill.

The decisions respond to the
Council facing growing finan-
cial pressures across the waste
and recycling sector.

The current funding model
relies heavily on landfill disposal
revenue.

As less waste goes to landfill,
revenue declines, creating chal-
lenges for funding recycling
and waste minimisation pro-
grammes.

The Council currently receives
around $4.7 million annually
through the Waste Minimisa-
tion Levy and holds about $9
million in levy reserves. These
funds will help support existing
services and provide flexibility
while longer-term solutions are
explored through the 2027-37
Long-term Plan process.

Committee members also
highlighted wider regional chal-
lenges, including the implica-
tions of planned landfill closures
across the region.

The decisions reinforce Coun-
cil’s commitment to achieving
Wellington’s long-term waste
reduction and emissions tar-
gets while ensuring services
remain affordable and adapt-
able as future opportunities
emerge.

TR T o S e i

IHC's Capture The Moment photography exhibition at Wa
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ALBATROSS
CENTRE

www.albatross.org.nz

Visit the world’s only mainland
Royal Albatross Colony and see
the fully restored Armstrong
Disappearing Gun from 1886.
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OTAGO PENINSULA - see you there!
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£ Johnsonville Club
§ — great food, great
s Vvalue

| Located at 1 Norman Lane, Vista Café
& Bistro at the Johnsonville Club offers
| affordable, delicious meals in a warm
& setting. Enjoy roast dinners, lasagne, satay
. chicken and more, with brunch and lunch
served Tuesday to Saturday, including
| popular eggs benedict.
Vista Café & Bistro aims for affordable,
L family friendly, delicious meals with a
.= range of dining to suit everyone.
| The club is the perfect place to connect,
offering activities like golf, darts, poker,

= 'é.“'." ' . dance, snooker and pool.
5 o 'E 3 R Housie is a midweek favourite — easy,
’V : ~ | social and full of laughs. Held first and
L | third Wednesdays, tickets from 7:00pm,
—— : , . | eyes down 7:30pm.
Supporting ffﬁlca[l"’df{iﬂg The Club has parking but is also close
Johnsonville Shopping Centre | enough to taxis, buses, and the train for a

N | &= B worry-free way home.

ZAMPELLES

in Johnsonville Mall
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www.kaimak.co.nz KAIMAK
20 Johnsonville Rd, Johnsonville ® Mon—Sat: 10.30 am-8.30 pm

OPEN FROM 8AM

9AM SUNDAYS To advertise on this page contact steve@wsn.co.nz

Join Now! L THE GOOD

Beat the cost-of-living crisis with our s
jonnsonvile Cub affordable member only prices! VIST TIMES
N g GREAT MEALS,
< i DRINKS AND SERVICE

Enjoy our facilities and activities including:

Bistro Quizzes Bowls
Membership Draw Texas Hold'em TAB
Raffles Venue Hire  Pool/Snooker
Live Entertainment Darts Family Friendly

PROUD SPONSORS OF NWFC

Open 7 days

11-13 Broderick Rd, Johnsonville

Ph: 04 478 9753




UNWANTED OR BROKEN GOLD & SILVER
JEWELLERY, COINS, WAR MEDALS,
OLD BANKNOTES AND VINTAGE WATCHES

DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THE ABOVE?

GETTING OLDER? NEED TO START GETTING RID OF THINGS?
THEN ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS...

Shouldn’t | be selling now at these extremely high gold and silver prices?

Isn’t money better off in my pocket rather than having things sitting around?

Will the kids or grandchildren really want or appreciate them?

Shall | give them the items or give them the money instead?

Will a museum really want them considering how much they already have in storage?
Will they be secure in an earthquake or other disaster?

Do | have the expertise or inclination to try and sell them myself on the internet?

YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS - WE WANT TO BUY - SO CASH IN NOW!

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LIMITED

LEVEL 1, HARCOURT'S BUILDING
215 MAIN ROAD, TAWA
WELLINGTON 5028

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE — AMPLE FREE STREET PARKING
Please bring suitable photo ID and bank account details

Tel: 04 232 9832 Or email: info@bertrand.co.nz

COLLECTABLES LTD

John Bertrand - The Trusted name in Numismatics Since 1965

Zame,  Members of the Australasian

€% AW Numismatic Dealers Association e
N and the New Zealand Numismatic =

EY. 1'EN DealersAssociation B 5 ngESF-“"g‘l
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Three local NZCT grants

By Frank Neill

Seven organisations that operate in the
‘Independent Herald’ circulation area
were recipients of grants in the latest round
of the New Zealand Community Trust’s
disbursements.

Karori Bridge Club was granted $15,000
for kitchen renovation.

Karori United Tennis Club was granted
$3,700 for coaching.

Khandallah Tennis and Squash Club was
granted $5,000 for a lighting upgrade.

Onslow Amateur Athletic Club was

granted $3,800.84 for equipment and
coaching fee.

Te Whanau Tupu Ngatahi O Aotearoa was
granted $23,000 for playground upgrades in
Karori and Roxburgh.

The Northland School Board was granted
$10,000 for turf replacement.

Victoria University of Wellington Cricket
Club was granted $5,000 for cricket balls.

The trust disbursed $666,369.75 in the
latest round of funding, announced on 3
November.

Seventeen gaming venues in the greater
Wellington region contributed to the grants.

Last Night of Proms comes to Porirua

The Last Night of the Proms is coming to
Porirua.

Porirua City Brass is performing a one-
night spectacular of old favourites like 1812
Overture, the Sailor’s Hornpipe and Rule
Brittania.

Also featuring is local talent from Virtuoso
Strings and the Tawa Learners Band.

The concert takes place at 7pm on Saturday
21 November at the Elim Christian Centre,
11 Heriot Drive, Porirua.

From the moment you enter the door, you’ll
be given a party hooter, a Union Jack flag and
a song sheet, so get your singing chops ready.

Leading the chorus will be Auckland-based
opera tenor Steven Moseley, who will also
perform several solo items.

A former euphonium player with the
Marlborough District Brass Band, Steven
discovered a passion for singing after moving
to Christchurch in 2018.

He is now a regular member of the New
Zealand Opera Chorus and is studying

towards a postgraduate certificate in music
performance.

Performing a French Horn solo is one of
the band’s young talents — Campbell Smith.

Usually seen holding a euphonium, he will
be swapping for his preferred instrument to
play Mozart’s Horn Concerto No 4, which he
has arranged for brass band.

Leading the musical mayhem will be
Nicholas Garrett.

After many years playing these tunes on
principal cornet, Nicholas said he was excited
about his first proms holding the baton.

“Growing up, Proms was a regular perfor-
mance for our band, every year or so. | was
on cornet and my dad (Kerry Garrett) was
conducting.

“I must’ve blinked too slowly because it’s
been eight years since our last Proms, and
Dad and | have literally swapped places.

“So now it’s my turn to control the absurd
antics that take place. Truly, there’s nothing
like a Proms.”

Paediatric pop-up coming to Wgtn

A team of Neurological and Physical
Abilitation Centre (NAPA) therapists will
deliver individualised intensive therapy
programs for children with neurological
and developmental disabilities early next
year.

Following two previous visits to the New
Zealand capital, NAPA Centre will return
from 22 February to 12 March 2027.

The venue is yet to be announced.

NAPA Centre provides multidisciplinary
paediatric therapy, with intensive pro-
grammes individually designed around
each child’s needs and goals.

Depending on the child and the therapists
available for the Pop-Up, programmes may
incorporate physiotherapy, occupational
therapy and speech and feeding therapy.

For many New Zealand families, ac-
cessing specialised intensive therapy can
involve significant travel, accommodation
and time away from home.

NAPA’s Pop-Up model aims to bring
the intensive experience closer to families
who may otherwise need to travel to one
of NAPA’s permanent clinics in Australia.

NAPA Centre Australia Managing

Director Paul Pozzobon said the Pop-Up
would give more families an opportunity
to experience NAPA closer to home.

“We have loved bringing NAPA to Wel-
lington previously, and we are incredibly
excited to be returning for a third time in
2027,” Paul says.

“Every child who comes to NAPA is
different, so every intensive programme
is different.

“Our therapists work with families to
understand what matters most to them and
build an individualised program around
their child’s needs and goals.

“We already have a wonderful connection
with families in New Zealand, and we’re
looking forward to building on that again
in Wellington next year,” Paul says.

Places will be limited according to thera-
pist availability and each child’s individual
therapy recommendations.

Families interested in participating are
encouraged to register their interest early.
Visit napacentre.com.au/pop-up-clinics
and complete the Expression of Interest
form.
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Inside the Carrara Ceiling Johnsonville site. Photo: Murray Foster.
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Local history —
Carrara cellings

By Felicity Wong

Last weekend a well attended walk around
historical Johnsonville started with a cup of
thermos tea at the old Methodist Cemetery.

The community has been restoring the
cemetery, which dates back to 1872 and holds
more than 150 people.

Methodist Church Archivist Murray Foster
explained many were without headstones.

Walkers then visited the premises of the
historic Carrara Ceilings company inits large
building squeezed beside the motorway and
the cemetery (14 Burgess Road).

The company started in Farish Street (now
Victoria Street) in 1903 as one of the earliest
decorative plaster manufacturers.

Plaster craftsmenarrived from England and
Awustralia to work for the company which
took its name from the Carrara marble
quarries in ltaly.

In 1905 it shifted to Riddiford Street
before setting up a large factory on swampy,
low-lying land in the south east corner of the
Newtown basin (107 Daniel Street).

Business grew and many grand public
buildings boasted Carrara ceilings.

In 1906 the newspaper described the
(now demolished) Bank of Australia on the
south-east corner of Customhouse Quay
and Hunter Street as “a striking ornament
for the city”.

“Designed in the style of the Renaissance”,
the interior of the building is splendidly
finished on all three floors — the fittings of
Tasmanian blackwood throughout — being
exceptionally fine, while the Carrara ceilings,
all executed from designs by the architects,
are in every instance chaste.”

In 1914 the newspaper reported that the
Town Hall was not using Carrara ceilings
which were instead “being used in all the
most up to date buildings both for walls
and for ceilings, being earthquake proof,
fire-proof, rust-proof, dust-proot, and ver-
min-proof”.

Carrara fibrous plaster “has been selected
for nearly all the principal buildings erected
during the last few years, not only in this city,
but all over the Dominion, and in no case has
any earthquake done the slightest damage.”

“Old style plaster, such as was used in
the Town Hall, has now been superseded
by Fibred Plasters of various kinds” it was
reported.

In 1919 the Rialto restaurant opened on
Manners Street, across from the Kings
Theatre where Wellingtonians could get ice
creams and supper.

“From the beautiful bevelled mirrors
framed in oak, down the long vista of floor
space covered with prettily arranged tables,
the whole establishment speaks eloquently
of spaciousness and comfort, and further ac-

quaintance discloses a series of appointments
of the most up-to-date description”.

One of its “chief features is a dome, charm-
ingly adorned with Cupids and nymphs, and
the old oak decorations and Carrara ceilings
lend an additional grace to the general
appearance.

“On entering the 1929 remodelled De Luxe
Theatre, the most arresting features which
strike the eye are the two perforated domes
which adorn the walls immediately above
the exit boxes.

“These are of Carrara fibrous plaster, and
are specially designed for lighting effects.

“Carrara ornamentation plays a most prom-
inentpartin ... the largest cathedrals, public
buildings, and houses of entertainment.”

In Wellington’s grand Railway Station
of 1937 “one cannot help but admire the
ceilings in the new railway station [and] the
ticket lobby illustrates the beauty which can
be achieved by the use of Carrara ceilings’
“first-class material.”

Suburbs expanded with the Mount Vic-
toria tunnel to Hataitai and Kilbirnie and
decorative plaster ceilings were popular in
wealthier homes.

Houses with “Carrara ceilings” were adver-
tised with “conservatories”, a "panelled hall”;
“oak fireplace”; a “pantry”; “linen press”;
"nickel plated taps"; a “porcelaine bath” and
“electric light throughout”.

Some had “plenty leadlights” and “expen-
sive wallpaper”.

For more than a century, Wellington homes
with “Carrara Ceilings” had the “latest and
most modern labour devices” and “every
possible convenience”.

Sumptuous interiors featured “Carrara
Ceilings throughout”.

After 60 years based in Daniell Street,
providing a huge array of corbels, cornices
and decorative ceilings, Carrara Ceilings
moved to Douglas Street, Mount Cook and
then to its present Johnsonville site where
it continues its extraordinary plaster work.

The Newtown community meantime cam-
paigned to have the old factory site re-zoned
as open space.

The Council made a compulsory acquisi-
tion of the site and in 1995 the Carrara Park
was opened with a day long performance
event, which morphed into the annual
Newtown Street Festival.

Thousands of Wellington homes feature
Carrara Ceilings, the legacy of uniquely
skilled craftsmanship.

Next time visiting the historic St James
Theatre gaze up above the stage to the two
figures expertly created by Carrara Ceilings
to complete its restoration of the theatre.

Owner Jason Henson explained the Council
required more “chaste” versions than the
originally designed bare breasted figures.
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A new backyard to explore: Gollan’s Valley
opens to the public

Locals and visitors will soon have a new
place to explore, with Greater Welling-
ton’s Gollan’s Valley property opening to
the public by 19 December, after 60 years
of being closed to the general public.

At 1,366 hectares, Gollan’s Valley
connects the Northern Forest and Paran-
garahu Lakes sections of East Harbour
Regional Park, making more of the
region’s natural spaces accessible.

Greater Wellington Councillor Quentin
Duthie said the opening would allow
people to enjoy the landscape through
walking, bird photography and spending
time in nature.

Initial improvements would include =

marking existing farm tracks and install-
ing signage.

The first planned walks include a loop
connecting Butterfly Creek with Gollan’s
Valley, and the
Coastal Tramp-
ing Track linking
Burdan’s Gate
with Pencarrow
Head.
® The opening

| will offer a back-
country experi-
ence, with rough
tracks and stream
crossings. There
will be no vehi-
cle access or fa-
cilities, including
toilets. Visitors
can access the
Valley by ferry,

bus or via Burdan’s Gate.

Lee Hunter, representing Ropa Tiaki
Taranaki Whanui, highlighted the area’s
cultural and environmental significance,
including its sacred Parangarahu Lakes and
rare matata (fernbird). He emphasised the
responsibility to protect the whenua and its
taonga for future generations.

Greater Wellington will continue work-
ing with Taranaki Whanui on future
planning and partnership arrangements.

The property’s longer-term future will
be considered through the 2027-2037
Long Term Plan, including public con-
sultation.

More information: Greater Wellington
— Gollan’s Valley Station

Think smart and carry a beacon for peace of mind — hire available

from selected outlets

When heading to the outdoors so many
people are finding a personal locator beacon
is a must-have. The ACR ResQLink PLB 400
is already saving lives.

It has all the great features of the previous
model - the ACR ResQLink 375 - plus it has
the added feature of not only a built-in high
intensity strobe light, but also an infra-red

strobe light that can been seen from kilo-
metres away at night.

Some models have a screen on the front
of them that will confirm your emergency
signal has been sent, then it will give you
your GPS position.

They are waterproof, they float, and
they come with a free heavy-duty custom-

made pouch.

Check them out for sale or hire
at Macpac stores at 45 Willis St, Wel-
lington; Queensgate, Lower Hutt; or
4 Jackson Street, Petone. They are all for hire
at Macpac branches around Wellington, or
for sale on Southland Locator Beacons website
www.locatorbeacons.co.nz/shop

Discover the heart of rural New Zealand at Pukeroa Station

Locator
Beacons
save lives!

|

ACR ResQLink PLB - 400
From Macpac stores in Willis Street, Wellington;
Jackson Street, Petone; and Queensgate, L. Hutt

Saarthbspd Lacatsr Ph (03) 226 6341
406Mhz GPS digital or (027) 412-2925
www.locatorbeacons.co.nz

RURAL BEAUTY!

at Pukeroa Station

Farmstay and Backpackers

www.pukeroastation.co.nz

255 Haunui Road, Tiraumea, Eketahuna
Mob 027 741 0108

Escape the everyday and experi-
ence the simple pleasures of country
life at Pukeroa Station, nestled in
a tranquil valley surrounded by
rolling hill country and spectacular
ranges.

More than just a place to stay, Puk-
eroa offers backpackers, families
and groups a genuine taste of rural
New Zealand. The relaxed lodge

provides comfortable accommoda-
tion, spacious shared areas and a
fully equipped kitchen - the perfect
setting to unwind, reconnect and
enjoy the great outdoors.

As a working sheep and beef sta-
tion, there’s plenty of authentic farm
life to discover. Meet the animals,
watch sheep and cattle grazing
across the hills and, depending

on the season, catch a glimpse of
traditional farming activities such
as shearing, docking and mustering.

Located at Tiraumea, just off Route
52, Pukeroa Station is approximately
an hour from Masterton and conveni-
ently positioned between Wellington
and Hawke’s Bay.

Come for the stay, leave with a true
country experience.

Lake activities and thermal pools
when visiting Tokaanu

Tokaanu Lodge Motel is a unique
geothermal accommodation des-
tination conveniently located near
Tarangi and the beautiful shores of
Lake Taup0. Offering a relaxing and
comfortable stay, the motel features
indoor mineral pools, family chalets,
and easy access to some of the
region’s most popular attractions.

Guests can enjoy complimentary
access to the motel’s hot mineral
pools, providing the perfect op-
portunity to unwind and relax
after a day of exploring. The motel
is also ideally situated just 40
minutes from the Whakapapa Ski
Area, making it an excellent base
for visitors looking to enjoy skiing
and other outdoor activities.

Thereisavariety of passiveand more
adventurous attractions to experience

inand around Tokaanu. The Tokaanu
Thermal Walk is a free, easy, 20-min-
ute flat loop track that takes visitors
through beautiful native bush, past
bubbling mud pools, steaming mineral
springs and fascinating sinter basins.
It offers a wonderful opportunity
to experience the area’s geothermal
activity at a leisurely pace.

Located beside the thermal walk,
Tokaanu Thermal Pools offer public
and private natural mineral hot
baths, open daily for visitors seeking
a relaxing and therapeutic soak.
Alternatively, visitors can explore the
historic Tokaanu Wharf, a pictur-
esque restored 19th-century wooden
pier extending into Lake Taup®. It is
an ideal location for photography,
picnicking, birdwatching and casual
fishing.

Escape to the
Lake!

S5

NIGHTS!

*350

SUN-FRI
BOOK DIRECT

Tokaanu Lodge Motel
112 Mangaroa Street
(State Highway 41)
Tokaanu, Turangi
Telephone to book: 07 386 8572

Walking through streetscapes of locally
quarried neo-classical architecture buildings
of the 19th Century with a knowledgeable
guide immersing yourselves in Oamaru’s rich
heritage, culture and geology.

Bookings essential
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Using New Zealand’s abundant
water resource to your advantage

Water Conservation:

Although conditions can
vary, Kiwi summers are
becoming hotter and drier,
usually leading to water re-
strictions in Wellington. A
rainwater tank allows you to
collect and store rainwater for
later use, reducing reliance on
mains water and helping con-
serve this valuable resource.

Environmentally

Friendly:

Rainwater harvesting re-
duces demand on local water
supplies, crucial in drought-
prone regions. It also lessens
the energy needed to treatand
pump mains water to your
property. Plants also prefer
rainwater.

Cost Saving:

Using rainwater for tasks
like garden watering, car
washing, or toilet flushing
can lower your water bills,

All Membrane Installation Roof & Gutter Maintenance

particularly during drought
periods when mains water
costs may rise.

Emergency Water Supply:

With natural disasters, burst
pipes, droughts, and other
water outages having access
to rainwater stored in a tank
enables you to keep flushing
the toilet, washing and when
installed with a First Flush
unit you can even drink it if
needed.

They also have an easy
to set tank for bulk storage
of drinking water — that is
it’s not connected to your
downpipe.

For a full range of tank
options and setup advice
for your situation give the
Tank Guy a call — 0508 326
8888 — or visit their web-
site — https://thetankguy.
co.nz/product-category/gar-
den-tanks/X

When it comes to protecting homes
and businesses, experience, quality
workmanship and trust make all the
difference.

For family-owned Tuanui Mem-
brane & Roofing Maintenance
Limited, these values are at the
heart of everything they do. Led
by owners Chris and Angela, the
business combines almost 25 years
of roofing experience with seven
years in business and a dedicated
team of six.

With an impressive portfolio
that includes Wellington Hospital,
Wellington College, Johnsonville
School, Wellington High School,
Kilbirnie Pools, PSA House and
Otago University, Tuanui has earned
a reputation for reliable service and
quality results.

Specialising in TPO, Torch-on,
Butynol, liquid membrane and
tanking systems, the team provides
tailored waterproofing solutions
for residential and commercial
properties. Their services also in-
clude long-run roofing, new roofs,
re-roofing, restorations, repairs and

- Tuanui

Membrane

Iron Roofing

Ask
about our

@ chris.casha@tuanui.co.nz

@ 027873 4578

EARTHQUAKE

ongoing maintenance.

Fully insured and committed to
health and safety, Tuanui prides itself
on honest advice, clear communi-
cation and getting the job right first
time. Free quotes and inspections are
also available.

For Chris and Angela, protecting

properties means protecting people.
Built on integrity, responsibility,
quality and whanau values, Tuanui
is helping Wellington homes and
businesses stay dry, one project at
atime.

Contact Chris Casha: 027 873
4578 chris.casha@tuanui.co.nz

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR

BEST QUALITY | BEST

PRICE | BEST ADVICE

WATER OUTAGES?

GARDEN + EMERGENCY TANKS
Factory Direct Pricing

BURST PIPES

www.thetankguy.co.nz

DROUGHT
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Wadestown author in VerbCrawl

Wadestown author Una Cruikshank will
feature in this year’s VerbCrawl, which will
take over the streets of inner-city Wellington
on Saturday 14 November.

She will feature in ‘Stories You Can’t Trust’
which will take place at Little Beer Quarter,
6 Edward Street, Te Aro, on 14 November,
starting at 6pm.

Six renowned authors will each present a story
from different genres at the event.

“Each of the writers involved are be-
ing asked to write an original story,” Una
says.

The story may be true or it may be false, and
the audience will vote on whether they think
the story is true or made up.

“We are trying to fool the audience, poten-
tially,” Una says.

“No-one except the author and the organiser
know at the start of the night whether the story
is real.

“It sounds like fun,” Una says.

As an author Una is an essay writer and her
genre is creative non-fiction.

“The idea is to write about things that are true
but using some techniques of poetry, collage
and fiction to tell the story in ways that are
surprising.”

Unais also the author of “The Chthonic Cycle’.

The book “came out exactly two years ago on
Hallowe’en,” Una told the ‘Independent Herald’
on 31 October.

Chthonic is a Greek adjective meaning
relating to or coming from the underworld or
subterranean depths of the earth.

“A big part of the book is about gemstones,
which form over a very long period of time
underground under huge pressure.

“Eventually they come to the surface and into
the hands of people.

“They are valued very, very highly but they
have this very interesting underground life of
millions of years before humans see them.

“I kind of tie these gemstones and the

z
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AWARDS

Una Cruikshank with her book ‘The

Chthonic Cycle’ at the New Zealand Book
Awards. Photo: Supplied.

commerce around them into the cycle of life
and death, and the carbon cycle, and so on,”
Una says.

“The Chthonic Cycle’ won the E H McCor-
mick Prize for Best First Book at the 2025
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards.

Verb Crawl 2026 will feature untamed events
across bars, fabric stores, galleries, bookshops
and more.

The full programme and tickets are available
at verbwellington.nz.

Expect a joyous celebration of writing,
conversations, books and performance, in
unexpected ways and unexpected places, the
organisers say.

Twenty-five events will take place between
6pm and 9.15pm.

It’s a fast-paced, vivacious festival with a
focus on grassroots literary collectives, indie
journals and emerging voices.

Many events blend performance and liter-
ature, with inventive new formats, making
it a night of experimentation and wild
provocations.

QUALITY CONCRETE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

022 315 2137

jhawkenconcrete@gmail.com

HAWKEN

CONCRETE SERVICES

www.hawkenconcrete.nz

Hawken concrete services L.T.D

Find us on
Facebook

LOCAL TRADES

TRUST A LOCAL

BUILDERS

BUILDER

N
citybuilders
LBP T~
Qualified for:
Alterations,
Additions
Refurbishment,

Repairs
Ph Allan Johnstone:

973 1239
027 450 3239

BUILDERS

* Professional ° reliable
¢ high-quality work
¢ licensed building practitioners

Our services include home renovations, alterations,
kitchens, bathrooms, maintenance and repairs.
No job is too small.

Ph: 04 390 1351

www.citybuilders.co.nz

Try the Independent Herald
- we get results!

CARPET & VINYL

CARPET & VINYL

SALES"

For A No Obligation FREE
MEASURE & QUOTE

7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington
Ph: (04) 388 7969
E: dmcarpets@gmail.com

PLUMBING

CRAFTSMAN
PLUMBER

Certified Plumber and Drainlayer
Graham Plumbing & Drainage Ltd

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and
Spouting. Blocked drains. Burst pipes.
Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.
Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409
Email: jokagraham3@gmail.com

MZHS

Cralhams Palintars

Exterior / Interior
Experienced tradesmen and large team

Spring is herel!!

Now is the time to get your
House Exterior painted

Avadilable for Interior work too.

~ Pensioner Discounts ~

Email: grahamspaintersnz@gmail.com
www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph (04) 564 9202 or 021 183 9492

RUBBISH

RUBBISH & GREEN WASTE REMOVAL

Whiteware, appliances, furniture & recyclables

Free quotations
Ph Sam on

021 02527361

Samsrubbishnz@gmail.com No job too small!

Contact Brenda 021 640 152

Heérald
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- . . ¢ - - - ]
CILOR®  \Writer in Residence a ‘massive privilege
The Community Noticeboard is for Acclaimed writer Alice Miller has been ap- at Amazon.
non-profitorganisations. For $15.00+GST pointed Te Herenga Waka — Victoria University She has also twice been the winner of the
you can publish up to 25 words. of Wellington International Institute of Modern Landfall Essay Prize.
No AGMS, sporting notices or special | etters (1IML) and Creative New Zealand Writer Her other awards include the Creative New
meetings. Community Notices must be iy Residence for 2027. Zealand Louis Johnson Bursary, the Bank of
pre-paid. While holding the residency, Alice will work New Zealand Katherine Mansfield Premier
phone (04) 587 1660 or on anumber of projects including a new novel, a Award, and the Berlin Senate Stipend for
email classifieds@wsn.co.nz collection of poems, and acommissioned libretto non-German literature.
for an opera to mark the 50th anniversary of the Alice is a graduate of Te Herenga Waka—
. X Erebus disaster. _ ) Victoria University of Wellington, with a
Onslow Historical Alice will also work with her Norwegian Bachelor of Arts with Honours in History
Soci partner on a series of contemporary literature and a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature.
oclety from Aotearoa translated into Norwegian. In 2005 she received a Master of Arts from
Our historical centre at 86 Khandallah “How amazing to get to spend a year on these the IIML and in 2008 a Master of Fine Arts
Road is open every Sunday afternoon projects back at the IIML, where it all began for from the lowa Writers Workshop.
from 1-4pm. Come along to learn me as a writer,” Alice says. Alice has worked for several years at the
about local history. “After 15 years away from Aotearoa, I'm so Wiaitangi Tribunal and the United Nations.

Alice Mille. Photo: Supplied.

lucky to come home to this. She has taught writing in both the US and

“Especially in these rocky times, to have ayear mendation, and What Fire (2021). in Europe. Alice returns this year from living
among the brilliant community at Bill Manhire  Her new book, Here & Thereafter, has just  for 15 years in Europe.

B House is a massive privilege.” been published in the UK. “Alice has an extraordinary set of literary

@[?@[ﬁ)@[i]]”@ uy Alice’s work spans poetry, fiction, and the  Her debut novel More Miracle Than Bird  skills and it will be exciting to see her writing

essay. o ~was published in USA in 2020 by Tin House  projects develop over the year.,” Professor

ﬁm LOCAL Her poetry collections include The Limits Books, and was named a New York Times  Damien Wilkins, Director of the International

(2014), Nowhere Nearer (2018), which received Book Review Summer Reading Selectionand  Institute of Modern Letters, says. Alice takes

Get your su ort a prestigious UK Poetry Book Society Recom-  an Editors Pick for Best Literature and Fiction  up the residency at the I1ML in February 2027.
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OTARI SCHOOL ENROLMENT SALES CONSULTANT
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021183 9492
Otari School Board of Trustees is limited in the number of places it
is able to offer students as a consequence of operating an enrolment

We make a difﬁcult scheme,detailsofwh\'ch‘areavailableatthe.sch.oo\ office.

The Board has determined that there are limited places available

time a little easier for children wanting to enrol in our English medium classes in 2027.

L]
Spaces are limited to the Original Strand and are available for Com mun'ty newspaper sa |eS.
students in Years 1to0 8. ° °
Share your funeral wishes with Eva If the number of out of zone applicants exceeds the number of work from home via Phone and ema'l.
at The Wilson Funeral Home places available, students will be selected by ballot, following the : - H
Ministry of Education defined priority order: Hours ﬂeXIbIe' Commiission based'
Karori 1. Siblings of current students
4 142 Karori Road 2. Siblings of former students Our two suburban newspapers
Lrczzointment only) 3. Children of former students in Wellington have been
04 476 5292 4. Children of board or staff

publishing for many years and

5. All other applicants .
w enjoyed by our local readers.

Newtown
375 Adelaide Road The deadline for receipt of applications is Tuesday 24 November

2026. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of applications We'd like to reach potential
before Friday 4 December. new clients...

I a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be held on Friday .
27 November. Do you have what it takes?

Application forms are available from the Otari School office:
phone 475-3018 or email office@otari.school.nz.

04389 6069

Clifford Wicks If you think you'd be a perfect fit and want to explore this

Principal opportunity, contact us via email: katrina@wsn.co.nz or les@wsn.co.nz
Eva Rippon: eva@twfh.co.nz | twfh.co.nz

ACROSS 51. Relinquishment(by plantiff) 33. Liqueur, ... Maria (3)

1. Remedial (11) of a suit(Lat) ... prosequi (5) 38. Board game (8)

7. Competent (7) 52. Pet rodent (7) 40. Susceptible to suggestion (8)
11. Bring to bear (5) 53. Bold (5) 42. Sampsons mistress (7)
12. Imprecise (7) 54. Maintains (7) 44. Quandary (7)

13. Bucketed water-wheel (5) 55. Exploit (11) 46. Remove shroud from (6)
14. Chemist shop(U.S.) (9) 47. Loath (6)

15. Stress (9) DOWN 48. Official name for black
16. Asian deer (6) 1. General tendency (5) S.Africans (5)

18. Fascinate (7) 2. Contract killer (11) 49. Drainage channel (5)
21. Carry weapons, bear ... (4) 3. Deep waterhole, ... well (8) 50. Act of h

23. Sister (3) 4. Newspaper boss (6) Solution

25. Small flap (3) 5. Topic (5) Last Week: 29 October 2026
27. Wrench apart (4) 6. French manor house (7)

28. Dupe (7) 7. Ballista (8)

30. Sharp scolding (6) 8. The number five (6)

32. Two year-old sheep (3) 9. Fence (7)

33. Seaman(inf) (3) 10. Raise the spirits of (5)

34. Haggle (6) 16. N. American deer (7)

35. Relating to origin (7) 17. Alfalfa (7)

36. W. Samoan capital (4) 19. Follow (5)

37. Finish (3) 20. Aural pain (7)

39. Exclamation of surprise (3) 22. Giant cactus (7)

41. Loosen (4) 24. Termagant (3)

43. Learned (7) 26. Barristers(collectively) (3)

45. Unborn offspring (6) 29. Skilful (5)

48. Can speak two languages (9) 31. Assume the character of (11)

49. N.Z. naval base (9) 32. Golf peg (3)
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Big win for Karori Cricketers

By Frank Neill

The Karori Cricket first X1 scored a big
win over Eastern Suburbs in the first 50 over
premier division 1 match of the season on 31
October.

Batting first on Kilbirnie Park, Karori scored
293 for six wickets in their 50 overs.

They then bowled out Eastern Suburbs for
161.

Alex Thompson top scored for Karori,
scoring 87 from exactly the same number of
deliveries.

Oscar Wilson also scored in the eighties, with
82 runs from the 71 deliveries he faced.

The team’s captain Kevin Weerasundara was
the next highest with 29 runs and Dimithri
Gallage scored 20.

Patrick White proved outstanding with the
ball, taking four wickets at a cost of 29 runs.

Puvin Anthony took two wickets for 28 runs
and Ghofran Shasawar took two wickets for
44 runs.

Louis Ayres and Kevin Weerasundara took
one wicket each.

Karori’s next match is against Hutt District
at Karori Park on 7 November, starting at
10.30am.

Onslow ended up claiming a nail-biting one
run win over Taita in their premier division 1
match on 31 October.

The outcome was finally decided on the
final ball of the match, when Taita lost their
last wicket with a run out as they attempted to
tie the scores.

Batting first on the Barry Clarke Oval at

SPORT

Fraser Park, Onslow scored 233 for the loss of
nine wickets in their 50 overs. -

Taita fell just short when they were all out = =
for 232 runs.

Micah Conroy top scored for Onslow with
46 runs and Sam French also hit the fourties
with 42 runs.

Charlie Jackson scored 30, William Julian 27
and Devan Vishvaka 23 runs.

Matthew Scoble led the bowling attack with
three wickets for 50. Ryan Tsourgas took two
wickets for 32 runs and Micah followed up
his good batting performance by taking two
wickets for 39 runs.

Onslow’s next match is against Upper Hutt
United at Nairnville Park on 7 November,
starting at 10.30am.

After beating Wainuiomata in the 20 over
competition last month, Johnsonville’s premier
Cricketers were not able to repeat the result in
their first 50 over match of the season on 31
October. Wainuiomata comfortably won the
premier division 2 match by 173 runs.

Batting first on Alex Moore Park, Wainuio-
mata scored 320 for the loss of seven wickets.

They then bowled out Johnsonville for just
147 runs. Xavier Crookston bowled well for
Johnsonville, taking four wickets for 43 runs.

Johnsonvill’e captain Reece Edgecombe took
wickets for 59 runs.

Jaiveer Tomar batted well, almost reaching
a half century when he was out for 46 runs.

Roman Day scored 26 and Damian Aitken
scored 20 runs. Johnsonville’s next match is
against the Lions Sports Club at Alex Moore
Park on 7 November, stating at 10.30am.

United hanging out at the top

By Hamish Wareham

Since conceding a goal deep in added
time in their first game of the 2026 National
Women’s Football League campaign to per-
ennial powerhouses Auckland United, five in
a row women’s Central League champions
Wellington United are currently in the midst
of a four game unbeaten run.

Wellington United travelled south to Can-
terbury to take on the Pride on 1 November.

One first half goal from Ela Jerez, her
third of the competition so far, was added
to by three second half goals from Lousia
Egley-Turner, Pepi Oliver-Bell and an own
goal.

This moved United to the top of the table.

They find themselves up against Eastern
Suburbs this coming weekend at home at
Newtown Park.

Both teams are locked on 12 points and
a win could prove essential for either side's

o e e

Alex Thompson, who top scored for Karori in their big win over Eastern Suburbs on 31
October. Photo: Supplied.
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Your business
grows when
your community
sees you.

hopes of making the National Women’s
League final.

Waterside Karori had the bye this past
weekend but are back in action down south
themselves facing Canterbury United Pride
at English Park on 7 November.

Waterside Karori will be looking to break
out of a two game winless run.

In the Men’s National League, the bye a
weekend earlier seemed to do no harm to
Wellington Olympic as at the fourth time of
asking in 2026 they finally registered a win
over great rivals Miramar Rangers at the
latters” home ground of David Farrington
Park.

A goal at the end of both halves from
youngsters Luke Stoupe and Morgan Wells-
bury gave the Greeks’ their third win of the
campaign and boosted them up to fourth on
the ladder with a home game this Saturday
against Auckland United men’s at Wakefield
with the kickoff at 2pm.

Phone (04) 587 1660 |

SALES
Steve 027 765 8303 E: steve@wsn.co.nz
Brenda 021 640 152 E: brenda@wsn.co.nz
Les 021 360 008 E: les@wsn.co.nz

www.independentherald.co.nz

Your Community. Your News.
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All Gold Jewellery

Com and Banknote
Collections and accumulations

Antique, Estate,
and Modern Jewellery

Silver and Gold Bullion

All Vintage and Old Watches

Are you moving, downsizing, or worried about security?
No longer collecting? Family not interested?

Would the money be more useful to you?

Please come and see us in our permanent store for an
“on the spot” appraisal and offer.

Mitre 10

Visit Us Store Open Hours Mega Petone
Heritage Gold Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 2:30pm Heritage

Imperial Park, Unit 81, Thursday: 9:30am - 4pm °

41 Bouverie Street, No appointment necessary.

Petone, Lower Hutt.
Next to Gilmours & Mitre 10.

Imperial Park

ALWAYS
BUYING
AND
SELLING

Phone +64 21074 9410

Email Hannah@heritagegold.nz

Web www.heritagegold.nz J- '

Scan the QR code =1
for directions to

Heritage GOld our store.

Family owned, Fourth generation, Fully licenced
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