
07. VISION

With our project we wish to actively stimulate the children’s democratic 
ethos by working with construction, gardening and play. We believe this 
approach can create a framework for an active and sustainable outdoor life. 
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From its first days Skrammellegepladsen has 
been using recycled materials, and this is 
something we want to keep doing. We believe 
in it as a tool, both because it furthers a circular 
use of construction materials but also because 
it opens the door to potentially interesting 
collaborations.

From its first days Skrammellegepladsen has been using 
recycled materials, and this is something we want to keep 
doing. We believe in it as a tool, both because it furthers a 
circular use of construction materials but also because it 
opens the door to potentially interesting collaborations.

The pedagogical thoughts under which this institution 
functions is that the children can be active in shaping their 
own environments. This means that the activities should not 
come pre-packaged: instead of toys with a specific type of 
play intended, you have to decide for yourself what kind of 
play to engage in and adapt according to the situations that 
might occur. This model of thinking also shows itself in the 
usage of recycled material, which is not uniform on arrival: it 
comes in different lengths, widths, thicknesses and conditions. 
This stimulates the fantasy of the user and might also call for 
adaptations to the final project to fit the material, rather than 
the other way around.

Recycled materials for this purpose are relatively easy to 
source. What makes these resources difficult to use in 
conventional construction (their variations in dimensions, 
quality, and length plus uncertainty of availability on a given 
date) makes them all the more interesting for our purposes. 
Another issue is the time spent handling the material. 
This problem also becomes irrelevant in the context of 
Skrammellegepladsen because materials can be handled, 
stored and used in the tempo they arrive in. Activities such as 
sorting, removal of nails and cutting to length become part of 
the activities and not a heavy side project.

Waste is accumulated already in the first handling of the 
materials, unlike when buying it new. Because of this 
specificity, it is important to include a sort of “landing zone” 
for materials coming in where they can be processed before 
getting too far inside the institution. By having this system 
set up from the start, much frustration from poor work flow 
(where materials are first carried in to then be going out the 
same way again) can be avoided. In our proposal we have 
chosen to place this landing zone at the very center and 
entrance of Skrammellegepladsen because the arrival of new 
materials is one of the great sources of joy in the institution. 
By doing so we place a function that might otherwise be 
conceived as “back-stage” at the front, because the access to 
materials is what makes the joy to create possible.

The junk playground Skrammellegepladsen in 
Emdrup is historically interesting, as it has set the 
direction for how we have created frameworks 
for children and young people’s free play in 
outdoor urban areas throughout Denmark since 
the 1940s. The place and the pedagogy have 
inspired educators and municipal urban planners, 
landscape architects and institutional architects 
worldwide. This folder gives an idea of ​​how it can 
be done to inform the successful creation and 
management of similar playgrounds now and in 
the future.

As research for this folder, a literature study has been done and interviews have 
been conducted with stakeholders at Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup. In this 
work, we look at how pedagogy interacts with the outdoor areas. The focus is on 
the adults’ views - it is their thoughts, ideas and wishes that are described. We 
treat the children’s ideas, views and wishes in a different way, and our aim has 
been to merge the two.

While working on this publication we have drawn experience from our previous 
project BY RUM LABORATORIET and others, with more than 4,000 children and 
young people participating since 2020. BY RUM SKOLE asks questions that are 
important for leisure time on junk playgrounds today and provides a suggestion on 
how, today and in the future, work can be done to give children and young people 
a sanctuary for outdoor play, construction and working with plants.

The following literature has served as a knowledge base for the project:

Adventure Playgrounds: an introduction - Harry Shier (1984)
Skrammellegepladsen - Ole Schultze Henriksen (2006)
Børn af Skrammel - Tania Maria Lüders Rusbjerg (2013)
Skabende leg - Elisabeth Lockert Lange (2019)
Bag enhver legeplads er der en tidsånd - Tine Maria Winther (2020)
Den demokratiske Skrammellegeplads - Mathias Poulsen (2021)
Skrammellegepladsen - Ning De Coninck Smith (2022)
The City in the Sandbox - Kristian Byskov og Margarita del Carmen (2022)
Legepladsen afspejler historiens børnesyn - Ning De Coninck Smith (2022)
Play-based intrapreneurship: Challenging innovation processes and underlying 
cultural understanding - Sune Gudiksen m. fl. (2023)
BY RUM LABORATORIET - BY RUM SKOLE (2023)
Børn og unges Sciencekapital - VIVE (2024)

Photos from “Børn af Skrammel” - Tania Maria Lüders Rusbjerg (2013) 
and https://cronobook.com
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Skrammellegepladsen has always been slightly 
hidden away, by design. When the site was first 
established it was considered that the untidy 
activity going on inside it should not have to be 
seen by those living around it. 

There might have been thoughts about protecting the children 
from outside views, but we have not been able to find proof of this 
thought in the literature. In our new version we see an inherent 
quality in creating spaces where children can be left on their own, 
without a constantly monitoring adult gaze. In a large natural 
surrounding (which was the ideal of landscape architect Carl Th. 
Sørensen) it would be easy enough for a child to hide away, if 
desired. This place, however, is rather small and we are therefore 
using topography and vegetation as means to create hidden 
places. Most of the area is surrounded by an earthwork (part of 
the original design) starting a few meters inside the fencing, thus 
creating a space in the “forested” area that works well for this 
purpose. 

The topography is also used to collect rain water in an L-shaped 
basin centrally placed in the new design. This will create a 
retaining pond that varies in size depending on precipitation – a 
common feature in contemporary design in the Copenhagen 
area to mitigate floods. The pond will also open up many new 
possibilities for outdoors activities at Skrammellegepladsen and 
will reinforce the original intention of the place – to mimic the 
possibilities available in a larger landscape setting. Usage of 
aquatic plants and a pump helping with circulation of the pond 
will also introduce a variety of biodiversity gains, again with a 
double function for pedagogical possibilities.

Landscape architect Carl Th. Sørensen’s aim in 
creating Skrammellegepladsen was to offer urban 
children the same possibilities they would have 
had growing up in the countryside. 

The lack of materials for urban children to experiment with was 
addressed by bringing in what was considered waste: cut off 
branches, used planks, cardboard boxes etc. Keeping in spirit with 
this wish, we propose bringing in green waste from municipal 
parks – especially waste from the pruning of trees and bushes, 
quantities of which are produced by all municipal parks. Our 
proposal is to divert some of this resource stream en route to 
the municipal composting facility and simply offload it, as a 
valued resource, at Skrammellegepladsen. All these branches 
would be used for building shelters and the augmented amount 
of decomposing plant materials would have a positive effect on 
local biodiversity. If it were possible to chip wood on site, this 
could furthermore provide a self-sustaining supply of wood chips 
for paths and compost, further adding to a more naturalistic 
environment where the sub-strata would, over time, resemble a 
forest more than a highly urban site. 

Construction is, in general but also importantly 
in this context, not just one uniform thing. For 
the new Skrammellegeplads we have chosen 
to conceptualize it in three levels. These are 
physically represented in how far from the building 
they occur. This also means that they differ in how 
much adult supervision they entail.

The first level is found under the mobile roof structure. Here we 
can find a well equipped wood workshop, and it is at this level 
that stationary machines are used, allowing for more complicated 
things to be built and imagined. By consequence this is also 
where adult supervision is at its highest, comparable to a wood 
working class in a school setting. This is necessary for safety but 
also because the level of complexity can be allowed to get fairly 
high. To have access to this possibility in machinery, also without 
using them constantly, makes an enormous difference in what can 
be achieved on site.

At the second level we have placed a series of wooden vertical 
poles - inspired by what was known as “Kassen” (“The Box” in 
Danish). Because the most difficult component in construction 
is to get the vertical elements stable we have chosen to “short 
cut” this step and thus given the children a stable base to start 
building from. The aim is to provide a setting where they can 
easily start building themselves with hand held tools and a little 
help and encouragement (if necessary) from the adults. 

At the third level we are focusing on what could be called 
bushcraft or shelter making. The focus here is on using natural 
materials together with ropes and twigs to create soft methods 
of assembly. The adult interaction is minimal in the best sense of 
the word – this place is about children creating their own setting. 
We argue that this type of area, where it’s all about free play 
and free decision making for the children and as a contrast to 
construction with a specific end goal in site, is central to a place 
like Skrammellegepladsen.
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Figur 1 - Natural materials from public parks

Figure 2 - Hidden places

Figur 3 - Rain water basin changing with levels of precipitation

Figure 4 - Three levels of construction

Figure 5 - ”The Landing Zone”

First English translation in 2026, first Danish print in 2025
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Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup (others were built in 
later years and in other locations with the same name) 
is historically interesting, because it set the direction 
for how Denmark has handled outdoor play since 
the 1940s. Furthermore, this place and the pedagogy 
associated with it have inspired educators, municipal 
urban planners, landscape architects and institutional 
architects worldwide. 

Prior to its opening in 1943, the two housing blocks 
‘Emdrup Banke’ and ‘Emdrup Vænge’ had been 
built by AAB (Arbejdernes Andels Boligforening – a 
workers’ cooperative) and an area was set aside 
to create a playground. The architect for the larger 
project, Dan Fink, collaborated with garden architect 
Carl Th. Sørensen on the outdoor areas, including 
Skrammellegepladsen.

The playground was meant for the district’s children 
and young people, who had the opportunity to build 
and play together on what started as a lawn and later 
developed into a famous place for children’s autonomy. 

Later, Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup became part 
of the municipal institutional world and with that came 
many obligations in terms of being able to follow 
necessary municipal frameworks and directions.

In 2006, construction playgrounds were included at the 
top of the Ministry of Culture’s children’s culture canon. 
Skrammellegepladsen continues to have visits from 
many foreign delegations.

The Box was a construction area at the 
Junkyard Playground that gave children 
the opportunity to build on their own. The 
Box had four posts as corners, where the 
children could start a new construction 
each year and build their own house or 
tower or whatever they wanted. In the 
00s, you had to register as a team to 
build on the Box. When autumn came, 
the construction was dismantled and was 
then ready for a new team the following 
year. Today, the Box does not exist.

INTERVIEWS
We asked about opportunities and challenges that 
the institution might be faced with, gathering the 
perspectives of each person. The three interviews 
were conducted with Jacob Weinicke, parent and 
leader of the parents’ group of Skrammellegepladsen, 
Thomas Lindstrøm Budtz Graae, head of 
Skrammellegepladsen, and the pedagogues employed 
at the Skrammellegepladsen Fritidsklub : Jesse, Jacob 
and Helene. All interviews lasted an hour and a half 
and were semi-structured. Thoughts and conversation 
could move in different directions based on what ideas 
and thoughts came up.

CREATION IN FOCUS
There was a general agreement among all those 
interviewed that Skrammellegepladsen is based in two 
interesting merging disciplines: after school pedagogy 
and architecture (including landscape architecture).

We asked what dreams the interviewees have in the 
development of Skrammellegepladsen. There was a 
wide range of answers, some differing and some the 
same. The common desire was that there should be 
a development that gives children and young people 
a special place in which to spend their free time. They 
wanted it to be a place:

- that is welcoming; a good place to be
- where children can choose their activities themselves
- where the community and play thrives outdoors

We asked the participants to imagine that we have been 
given the opportunity to rebuild Skrammellegepladsen 
with the question being: what should we consider while 
doing so? The interviewees put an emphasis on the 
following areas of importance:

- free play
- gardening pedagogy
- building pedagogy
- community

QUOTES
The following has been noted as key ideas from the 
various interviews.

THE CHILDREN

EDUCATORS AND EMPLOYEES
At the start in 1943, adults were largely absent from 
Skrammellegepladsen. There was a single person, 
Jonas, who helped the children build. Later, more 
educators joined as Skrammellegepladsen became 
more institutionalized. The educators had construction 
and gardening as central tasks and initiated and 
facilitated these activities for the children.

Some adults built houses while others arranged small 
utility gardens and ornamental gardens by the houses. 
The adults planned the season and organized the 
distribution of houses and gardens each year at the 
start of spring. Some adults worked on construction 
together with the children at what were called 
Byggeren (The Builder) and Kassen (The Box), two 
places where construction and experimentation could 
be done. Later, Skrammellegepladsen was subject to 
the general guidelines for leisure centers and youth 
clubs in the Municipality of Copenhagen and the 
uniqueness of the place was lessened.

What role should adults play at an adventure playground 
today? What skills should adults possess? What kind of 

interaction should they have with children and young 
people?

PARENTS
Parents were not present at Skrammellegepladsen 
in the beginning. They may have come because they 
were local craftsmen and could deliver construction 
waste, or if they were missing their children.

The pedagogy and activities were conveyed to the 
parents through products produced in the workshops: 
for example, at the annual exhibition of Christmas 
gifts. The parents also got, and still get, an insight into 
the life of the place when they come to pick up their 
children or have to walk to Skrammellegepladsen to 
find them.

Today, children are often called home by phone call 
and a educators rush around to find them. Parents 
therefore do not get this insight into everyday life to 
the same extent. Parents are somewhat informed 
about the activities through Aula, a nationwide Danish 
web-based system for communication regarding 
school activities.

PLAY
At Skrammellegepladsen, playing with materials and 
playing with what you build is central. Building is about 
imagination and craftsmanship, which is developed 
in a community between children and young people, 
helped along the way by adults who act as support. 
Play in the built environment includes role play in 
which children imitate adult life, working together to 
look after houses and gardens. 

How do older children like to play? How do 
younger children like to play? How can you play 

when building? How can older and younger 
children play together? How big a space should be 
dedicated to free play? What roles do adults have 

in connection with children’s play?

DEMOCRACY
The idea of children’s self-determination and co-
determination has been central ever since 1943, when 
Skrammellegepladsen started. In the beginning, 
Skrammellegepladsen was largely operated without 
adult participation and the children developed as they 
wished and made their own decisions. Whether there 

MATERIALS
When Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup first opened 
its doors, local craftsmen could hand over leftover 
materials and construction waste for the children to 
use and recycle. Much of the material was wood, but 
there were also nails, bricks and pipes. The children 
were able to upcycle the materials. Some children 
straightened bent nails while others cleaned bricks, 
making the materials ready for new constructions.

CONSTRUCTION AREAS
From the very beginning, construction was carried 
out at Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup. The children 
developed their craft skills with the help of a single 
adult. They built houses and towers, caves and fences 
– and everything in between. Later, small houses, each 
with their own characteristics, were built. These houses 
were mostly built by adults with help from children.

Every spring in the 00s, children could sign up to 
manage a house together with others. The children 
were divided into teams. They were given the 
opportunity to choose furniture from the furniture 
warehouse and could then furnish the houses, look 
after them and ”live” there.

The Box was a construction area with four corners, 
where the children could start a new construction 

THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup was created in an 
area owned by AAB (Arbejdernes Andels Boligforening 
– Workers’ Co-op for Housing) in connection with the 
construction of a large number of homes at Lundehus 
Sogn (parish), in the early 1940s.

Garden architect Carl Th. Sørensen designed the 
outdoor areas using an idea that he had created ten 
years earlier and described in the book Parkpolitik i 
Sogn og Købstad (Park Politics in Parish and Town) 
(author’s translation). Here he writes, among other 
things: 

	 “The children’s playground is the city’s most 
important form of public planting” and “perhaps we 
could try to set up a kind of junk playground on a 
suitable and fairly large area, where the children are 
allowed to use defunct cars, cardboard boxes, sticks 
and other kinds of things”. 

Sørensen, 1931 p. 54

The idea resonated, and a piece of grass was enclosed 
with earthen embankments and a fence.

EARTHEN EMBANKMENTS
The soil was surplus from the construction of the 
nearby housing and frames the children’s domain. 
The secondary function was to shield the outside 
from ”the unpleasant sight” in the belief that not all 
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”The Box”

The children at Skrammellegepladsen have always been the children of 
the area. At first they would drop by to meet other children and come up 
with activities. Later, Skrammellegepladsen became a formal institution 
where you have to register and become a member.

Construction has been the focus of Skrammellegepladsen from the start. 
Wild and big projects have been built with or without adults. Today, there 
is minimal construction.

Landscape architecture was the driving force at the creation of this junk 
playground. Skrammellegepladsen was intended to give urban children 
the opportunity to be in contact with nature.

A junk playground can, more or less, offer the urban child 
the same possibilities as his rural counterpart. There should 

be branches, old planks and wooden cut-offs, bricks, 
roofing panes, sewer pipes, defunct cars, boats, wagons, 

wheelbarrows and whatever else can be mentioned of Junk. 
The children can use it all. Just the simple fact that they can 

be allowed to dig in the soil, as much as they want, gives them 
immense possibilities

Landscape architect Carl Th. Sørensen on what makes an adventure playground stand 
out in comparison to an ordinary one (Sørensen, 1950 s.2) (author’s translation)

The adults at Skrammellegepladsen have had different roles over time. 
Educators and other employees have shaped the pedagogy in daily 
interactions with the children.

The junk playground Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup, just outside of 
central Copenhagen, opened in 1943. Its creation and management were 
groundbreaking, inspiring educators and playground designers worldwide.

In the autumn of 2024, we conducted interviews to gain a better understanding of the thoughts, wishes and 
dreams that exist today when it comes to creating an attractive, contemporary adventure playground.

CHILDREN CONSTRUCTION

NATURE

Children of different ages should be together – they 
learn from each other.
The children should come up with their own ways of 
playing.
The children should be able to build things and stories 
with each other.
The children should be able to build in groups, 
supported by an adult.
The children should be able to get an idea and then 
create it all the way.
The children should be able to play physically, wildly 
and in a way where it doesn’t matter so much if you 
hurt yourself a bit.
The children enjoy physical experiences outdoors.

THE ADULTS
It is important that educators like to be outside.
Adults should stimulate children’s curiosity.
Adults must create opportunities for children to 
choose.
It is important to have committed adults who include 
children in activities.

EDUCATION IN DEMOCRACY
The Junk Council is important. This is where there is 
formal democracy.
The Mailbox needs to be opened again. Everyone 
can make suggestions for what can happen, giving 
everyone the opportunity to contribute when ideas 
arise.
The children must have a great deal of influence on 
what will happen. The conversation at the kitchen 
table between educators and children about what the 
children want to do is important.

PRODUCTS
Products created at the Skrammellegepladsen reflect 
the process.
Products can be used in the story to parents about 
what is happening.
What you build and produce as a child should be 
properly made.

LEISURE PEDAGOGICS
There must be something to do.
There must be room to choose and get started.
There must be room to invent.
Children today make very few commitments. This 
could be worked on more.

Children’s own motivation is the best thing.

CONSTRUCTIONS & GARDENS
The Builder is a cool project.
It would be good to have a place where you can build 
and tear down.
I’ve never been a fan of the houses; the gardens are 
better. Here, the children are more left to themselves 
in a good way. It’s good if there are just things lying 
around so they can build themselves. The construction 
area, the Box, was good because the children here 
were more self-reliant.
Water and sand are important elements – they’re not 
really there now.
The Box – we’d like to get that up and running again. 
Then you can just go down and put a board on it if you 
want. It’s open: someone comes up with a good idea 
and then you try it.
Construction is crafts on a large scale.

THOUGHTS FOR THE FUTURE
During the three interviews, questions were asked 
about which areas need to be worked on if we are to 
think about our current times.

The following questions were considered:

Could you use the children’s interest in computer 
games in the real world? Playing outdoors at computer 
games? Maybe sustainability is the new focal point?
Could you have a semi-indoor area where you can 
drink cocoa, make ceramics and go for shelter at the 
other end of the area? A place where you can retreat?
Can you have large projects where everyone is 
involved? Example projects?
Can you have days completely without computers and 
phones? Can you focus on ecology?
Can you focus on tiny living in construction - 
so that an exemplary Tiny House is built? Can 
Skrammellegepladsen give schoolchildren a good 
place to be during school hours?
Can other groups, such as scouts, use 
Skrammellegepladsen?
Climate anxiety is rampant today. Can we work to 
provide knowledge and hope?
Everyone wants to do something with their hands, but 
at the same time, children today are less able to do it. 
Our craft skills are getting worse. Can we strengthen 
craft skills?

There is a Parents’ Council at the Junkyard Playground 
in Emdrup, and the parents here are also represented 
on the board of the “cluster”, the overall management 
body of several institutions in the area.

How can parents best get insight into the leisure life of 
their children and young people? How much should parents 

actually be involved? How can parents best support their 
children’s and young people’s leisure time in institutions 

such as Skrammellegepladsen?

SKRAMMELOLOGIE
John Bertelsen, called Jonas, was the first adult 
employed at Skrammellegepladsen when it opened 
in 1943. Jonas formulated the first thoughts about the 
special nature of the pedagogy practiced here. He 
called it “Skrammelologie”. These first thoughts about 
the pedagogy of Skrammellegepladsen are often 
referred to even today:

	 “I understand employees as managers of the 
activities, but at a construction playground it is 
not the same as the typical boss: organizing and 
working from an outside perspective. Rather, my task 
is one that arises from within the actual conditions 
of the construction playground, where my position 
gives the children the opportunity to develop 
their own plans. The initiative must come from the 
children themselves, and when the materials that 
need to be used are obtained, this gives the child 
inspiration to play. I cannot – and really should not 
– teach the children anything. I can support them 
in their creative play and work and in this way help 
them develop their conditions and abilities, which 
often goes back to home and school. I believe that 
the most important thing is that the manager does 
not appear too smart, but is always at the same 
experimental level as the children. In this way, the 
initiative still lies largely with the child himself and it 
is much easier to avoid serious intervention in their 
fantasy world.” 

John Bertelsen in ‘Early Experience from Emdrup’, published in the book 
Adventure Playgrounds. Source: Wikipedia.

How can John Bertelsen’s ideas be used today? What 
approaches are relevant to the leisure pedagogy that can be 

carried out at a junk playground today?

was actual democracy in the beginning is unknown, as 
there are stories that some children seized the right to 
decide and other children simply had to follow suit.

Later, when Skrammellegepladsen became 
more institutionalized, ‘Skrammelrådet’ (the Junk 
Council) was created: a democratic body with child 
representatives from each school year. Skrammelrådet 
had its own budget and could therefore decide 
what their part of the Skrammellegepladsen budget 
should be used for. The amount was large enough 
to have a real effect, although later it became more 
symbolic. Skrammelrådet had a suggestion box where 
all children could make suggestions for topics to be 
addressed or how the budget should be used.

How can we best strengthen the 
democratic process at an institution like 

Skrammellegepladsen today? How can we give 
children and young people a strong voice when 
it comes to influencing their own leisure time in 

institutions? How can children and young people 
influence and change their own outdoor areas 

through active participation?

project and build their own house every year. In the 
00s, you had to sign up as a team to build here. When 
autumn came, the Box was dismantled.

How can you build with children today? How can you 
keep children engaged in an activity throughout an entire 

season? Where can materials come from? How can children 
and young people best work with upcycled and recycled 

materials in construction?

GARDENS
The green areas were eventually transformed into 
gardens. The gardens were divided into small utility 
gardens, where the children could grow their own 
crops (strawberries, onions, carrots and flowers) in 
small groups. The children followed the course of the 
year, helped along the way by pedagogical staff who 
had extensive knowledge of vegetable gardens.

Other gardens were the gardens at the houses, framed 
by picket fences. The gardens were well defined and 
they were looked after and cared for by the groups.

What kind of gardening can you work with at an institution 
today? How can you work with ornamental gardens 

and vegetable gardens? What role can an organic and 
a regenerative approach to gardening have on a Junk 

Playground?

residents would like the style of construction at the 
Skrammellegepladsen.

PLANTS
A number of trees have been planted on the site, 
providing shelter and creating a sort of forest. These 
are primarily located on the embankments. Some of 
the trees, including the large chestnut tree, have been 
there since the very beginning. Other plants have been 
added along the way. This applies to plants in both the 
utility gardens and the ornamental gardens.

WATER
Carl Th. Sørensen wanted to create a place with 
access to water; however, this was not successful. 
Today, water holes have been created on the plots next 
to the site for cloudburst protection.

SAND
Back in the early 1900s, the first sandbox for children’s 
play was created. School teacher Dragehjelm played 
a major role here, as he was interested in children’s 
creativity in playing with sand and gravel. This can 
be seen as a precursor to the creation of a junk 
playground: that children need places where they can 
experiment together.

What natural materials can be used in a junk playground 
today? How can natural materials be obtained? In what 
way can the green elements of outdoor areas be used 

regeneratively?

1880 - Gravel ground for play in H.C. Ørstedparken 

(Copenhagen) is built

1891- Copenhagen Playground Association is founded

1908 - Playground with sandbox opens in Christianshavn 

(Copenhagen)

1914-17 “Soppesøen” (a play basin) in Fælledparken (Copenhagen) opens 

1918-23-25-35 The Danish Ministry of the Interior sends out a circular 

national letter on playgrounds

1939 - Staffed playgrounds are opened in Denmark

1943 - Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup is inaugurated

1943 - Headmaster Inger Merete Nordentoft publishes “Education for Democracy” (DK)

1946 - Marjory Allen visits Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup

1959 - The Danish Playground Association is founded

1960 - Den “villages” are established in several locations in Denmark

1962 -  National campaign for junk playgrounds by the Danish Playground Association

1964 - Junk- and construction playgrounds get state financing (DK)

1967- I & J Gehl start a study circle at the Royal Academy of Arts (Copenhagen) on 

children, young people and living blocks

1972 - “Byggeren” in Nørrebro (Copenhagen) is established

1970 Hudegrunden,Vesterbro (DK) - seminal film about a construction playground

1977 - UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) adds play as a right

2006 - Construction playgrounds are placed at the top of the Ministry 

of Culture’s Canon of Children’s Culture

2014 -  School reform in Denmark: prolonged days and 45 min. of 

movement daily

2016 - Skrammellegepladsen in Emdrup is split in two administrative 

units: one for older- and one for younger children

2030 - A new version of Skrammellegepladsen is finished?

1981 - Danish State commission on children delivers their seminal report on 

how to improve conditions for children in Denmark.

1991 - Denmark ratifies the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

1994 - EU product safety demands: playgrounds are to be approved for safety

1900 - Togmarken at Ydre Østerbro (Copenhagen) functions as 

a junk playground

1897 - The Danish Institute for Sports Pedagogics create 

section dedicated to play
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