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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS AUG 05 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) appointed Monisha Chakraborty as Executive Director with effect 
from 3 August 2026.  
• In her new assignment, she will oversee the Foreign Exchange Department and the Financial 
Markets Regulation Department.  
• The Executive Director is a senior officer post in the Reserve Bank of India; Executive Directors are 
assigned specific departments and functions within the central bank’s administrative structure.  
• Monisha Chakraborty served as Chief General Manager-inCharge in the Department of Supervision 
before her elevation.  
• She has more than three decades of experience in the Reserve Bank of India and has worked in 
Supervision, Foreign Exchange, and Government and Bank Accounts.  
• Chakraborty was associated with a technical committee that reviewed the format of the Reserve 
Bank of India’s Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss account.  
• She also served as a Banking Ombudsman, a post linked with grievance redressal in the banking 
system. 
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• India achieved near-universal banking coverage of inhabited villages by 3 August 2026, with 
99.92% of inhabited villages served by a banking outlet within a 5-km radius. 
 • The coverage data were uploaded by banks on the Jan Dhan Darshak App and included bank 
branches, Business Correspondents, and India Post Payments Bank centres.  
• India has 6,01,328 inhabited villages, and 6,00,868 of them were covered by a bank branch, 
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Business Correspondent, or India Post Payments Bank centre as of 17 July 2026.  
• The banking outlet network included more than 1.81 lakh bank branches, 17.36 lakh Business 
Correspondents, and 1.65 lakh India Post Payments Bank centres.  
• The objective of the banking access framework is to provide a banking outlet within 5 km of every 
inhabited village. 
 • The Reserve Bank of India permits commercial banks, small finance banks, payments banks, local 
area banks, and regional rural banks to open branches anywhere in India without prior approval, 
subject to a 25% branch requirement in unbanked rural areas.  
• The Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana had opened 58.77 crore accounts by 17 July 2026, with a 
combined balance of Rs 3,12,414 crore.  
• The Jan Samarth Portal is a digital platform for governmentsponsored loan and subsidy schemes. 
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• India launched the Clouded Leopard Conservation Action Plan on International Clouded Leopard 
Day, observed on 4 August 2026.  
• It was prepared under the joint initiative of the Government of India, the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
 • It was released during the 91st meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board of 
Wildlife in Coimbatore.  
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• The clouded leopard is a wild cat species found mainly in forested habitats of Northeast India and 
parts of South and South-East Asia.  
• It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List and is protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972.  
• The Conservation Action Plan provides a framework for habitat security, forest connectivity, 
scientific monitoring, and community participation.  
• It identifies 14 priority conservation landscapes across Northeast India for landscape-level habitat 
restoration and corridor conservation between forest patches.  
• The plan includes standardised monitoring methods such as camera traps, occupancy surveys, 
genetic analysis, and environmental DNA studies.  
• It also covers anti-poaching measures, wildlife crime prevention, and training for frontline forest 
staff through the M-STrIPES smart application.  
• The clouded leopard has been included under the Species Recovery Programme of the Integrated 
Development of Wildlife Habitats scheme. 
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• Glaw Lake in Arunachal Pradesh was designated as India’s 101st Ramsar site on 3 August 2026.  
• It became Arunachal Pradesh’s first Ramsar wetland and is located in the Kamlang Tiger Reserve 
and Wildlife Sanctuary in the Eastern Himalayas, in Lohit district.  
• Ramsar sites are wetlands listed under the Ramsar Convention, an international treaty adopted in 
1971 in Ramsar, Iran.  
• The convention covers wetlands of international importance, including lakes, marshes, peatlands, 
mangroves, and artificial wetlands.  
• India joined the Ramsar Convention in 1982; with Glaw Lake, India’s Ramsar site count reached 
101, up from 26 in 2014.  
• Glaw Lake is a high-altitude freshwater lake fed by perennial mountain streams; the wetland and 
its catchment area support more than 150 tree species and 49 orchid species.  
• The lake is described as a biodiversity hotspot in the Eastern Himalayas; the Eastern Himalayas 
are part of a global biodiversity hotspot that includes species-rich forest and mountain ecosystems 
across India, Nepal, Bhutan, and China.  
• Wetlands are ecosystems where water covers the land permanently or seasonally; they support 
groundwater recharge, flood control, fish breeding, and habitat for birds and aquatic species.  
• India has designated wetlands under the Ramsar framework across several states and union 
territories; Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and Punjab are among the states with a large number of 
Ramsar sites. 
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• India finished fourth in the medals tally with a total of 39 medals, including 13 gold, 17 silver and 
nine bronze.  
• The 23rd Commonwealth Games 2026 were held in Glasgow, Scotland from July 23 to August 2, 
2026. 
 • The opening ceremony became the first in history to be held entirely indoors at OVO Hydro.  
• Ahmedabad officially became the host city of the 2030 Commonwealth Games after receiving the 
flag and ceremonial torch during the closing ceremony of Glasgow 2026.  
• Australia topped the medal tally with 171 medals, including 70 gold, 45 silver and 56 bronze; 
England was second with 110 medals and Canada was third with 62 medals.  
• The Indian boxing team won 10 medals, including 7 gold and 3 silver, setting a new 
Commonwealth Games record for the most gold medals won in boxing in a single season by any 
country.  
• Mirabai Chanu won the gold medal in the Commonwealth Games for the third consecutive time.  
• India won 7 medals in para-sports, including 3 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze, in its best performance 
in para-sports history.  
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• Gulveer Singh became the first Indian track and field athlete to win two individual medals at the 
same Commonwealth Games: silver in 10,000m and bronze in 5000m.  
• Asmita Dey became India's first Commonwealth Games champion in judo, and Tejaswin Shankar 
became the first Indian to win a medal in the decathlon event.  
• South African swimmer Chad le Clos won the bronze medal and his 21st Commonwealth medal, 
becoming the most successful and most medal-winning player in Commonwealth Games history.  
• England's Emily Campbell set a new Commonwealth record for clean and jerk by lifting 163 kg in 
the women's +86 kg category.  
• Emma Finucane won her fourth gold medal in track cycling, becoming the most successful Welsh 
female athlete in Commonwealth Games history. 
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• Varsha Ashok Aglawe assumed charge as the 54th Director General of the Geological Survey of 
India on 31 July 2026.  
• She became the first woman to head the Geological Survey of India in its 176-year history.  
• She succeeded Asit Saha, who served as Director General from 27 July 2024 to 31 July 2026.  
• The Geological Survey of India was established in 1851 and functions as the national organisation 
for geological mapping, mineral resource assessment, and geoscientific studies in India.  
• It operates under the Ministry of Mines and is one of the oldest scientific organisations in the 
country.  
• Varsha Ashok Aglawe joined the Geological Survey of India in 1992 after working with the Indian 
Bureau of Mines.  
• Aglawe specialises in palaeontology and palynology; palaeontology is the study of fossils, while 
palynology is the study of pollen, spores, and other microscopic organic particles.  
• Her work includes the identification of the SalbardiGhorpend area in Central India as a new 
dinosaur nesting site. 
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• National Security Adviser Ajit Doval received the Lokmanya Tilak National Award 2026 on 1 
August 2026 in Pune, Maharashtra.  
• The award was presented by the Lokmanya Tilak Smarak Trust on the 106th death anniversary of 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak.  
• Union Home Minister Amit Shah presented the award at the ceremony.  
• The Lokmanya Tilak National Award is an annual honour associated with Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, a leader of India’s freedom movement and editor of Kesari and The Mahratta.  
• The award carries a memento, a citation, and a cash prize of ₹1 lakh; the Lokmanya Tilak Smarak 
Trust administers the award.  
• Ajit Doval is a 1968-batch Indian Police Service officer and the longest-serving National Security 
Adviser of India.  
• Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak was born in 1856 and died in 1920; he is remembered as one of the 
early leaders of the Indian nationalist movement and as a prominent public intellectual in western 
India. 
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