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Troop 33521 
of the Girl Scouts 
of West Central 
Florida is head‑
ing into cook‑
ie season with 
fresh inventory, 
ambitious goals 
and a deep sense 
of community 
purpose. The Ca‑
dette‑level troop, 
part of the Fossil 
Valley Service 
Unit serving the Lithia and 
FishHawk areas, is led by 
Melissa Sharma and Sarah 
Miller, with support from 
parent volunteer Erica 
Taylor.

The troop is selling cook‑
ies through a mix of tradi‑
tional and digital methods.

“There are several ways 
to purchase cookies, and 
each girl chooses what 
works best for her sched‑
ule and goals,” Sharma 
said.

Options include paper order forms, per‑
sonalized Digital Cookie websites and 
in‑person booths at local businesses. With 
preorders now closed, the troop is delivering 
early sales and preparing for booth season 
at locations including Publix, Outback, Wal‑
greens, EggTown and Danny’s Deli.

As the girls begin their busiest weeks, 
each Scout is working toward her own tar‑
get. “Each girl sets her own personal goal,” 
said Sharma. “As a troop, we are planning to 
average approximately 300 boxes per girl, 
combining personal and booth sales.”

Her daughter, Olivia, has already sold 131 
boxes online.

The girls involved with Troop 33521 are 
13-14 years old and attend several middle 
schools, including Progress Village Middle 
Magnet School of the Arts, Randall, Bar‑
rington and Bell Creek Academy.

Girl Scout cookie season fuels more than 
treats.

“Our community support means every‑
thing to us — we truly could not reach our 
goals without it,” Sharma said. “When you 

purchase a box, 
the money stays 
right here in your 
ne ighborhood, 
supporting local 
girls and the or‑
ganizations they 
serve.”

This year, the 
Cadettes are pur‑
suing two Silver 
Award projects 
focused on ma‑
rine conservation: 

Oyster Oasis and A Hermit 
Crab’s Healthy Habitat. 
Sharma said cookie pro‑
ceeds will help fund educa‑
tion and hands‑on environ‑
mental work.

“Cookie sales have 
helped our girls earn their 
Bronze Award; travel to 
Savannah, the birthplace 
of Girl Scouts; and host 
multiple Me & My Guy 
(Daddy-Daughter) dances,” 
Sharma said, noting that 

their volunteer efforts span animal rescues, 
food drives, beach cleanups and support for 
children in need.

Sharma said watching the girls grow into 
confident leaders is the greatest reward.

“When we started, these girls were learn‑
ing how to tie their shoes. Now they can 
market, manage inventory, handle money, 
troubleshoot booth locations, and confident‑
ly talk to customers.”

Cookie flavors this year include Adven‑
turefuls, Lemon‑Ups, Trefoils, Do‑si‑dos, Sa‑
moas, Tagalongs, Thin Mints, Exploremores 
(new) and Toffee‑tastic (gluten-free). Cus‑
tomers can find local booths at www.gswcf.
org or order directly to buy your cookies at 
www.gswcf.org/en/cookies.html.
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By Kelly Wise Valdes

COOKIE SEASON BRINGS SWEET 
SUCCESS FORT AREA GIRL SCOUTS
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The Bran‑
don Riverview 
Chamber of 
Commerce is 
proud to an‑
nounce its 
C o m m u n i t y 
Health & Well‑
ness Fair, taking 
place Saturday, 
March 7, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at the Garden‑
ville Park & Rec‑
reation Center, 
located at 6219 
Symmes Rd. in 
Gibsonton.

This free, 
family-friend‑
ly event is de‑
signed to con‑
nect residents 
with valuable 
health, wellness 
and medical re‑
sources while 
creating a fun and engaging experience 
for all ages. The fair will feature local 
health and wellness businesses, medical 
providers and community organizations, 
along with interactive activities, on-site 
health screenings, food trucks, sports 
demonstrations and live entertainment.

“Our Community Health & Wellness Fair 
is all about bringing people together and 
empowering our community with access 
to resources that support healthier, hap‑
pier lives,” said the Brandon Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce President Amber 
Aaron. “From preventative care and fit‑
ness to nutrition and mental wellness, this 
event offers something for everyone.”

The fair also provides an excellent op‑
portunity for health and wellness business‑
es to showcase their services directly to 
families, individuals and decision-makers 

in the Bran‑
d o n - R i v e r ‑
view area. 
Participating 
b u s i n e s s ‑
es can build 
brand aware‑
ness, share 
e x p e r t i s e 
and form 
m e a n i n g ‑
ful connec‑
tions while 
s u p p o r t i n g 
c o m m u n i ty 
well-being.

Businesses 
specializing 
in healthcare, 
fitness, nu‑
trition, men‑
tal wellness, 
preventative 
care and ho‑
listic services 
are encour‑
aged to par‑

ticipate.
Community members are invited to 

attend at no cost, and businesses inter‑
ested in showcasing their services can 
register online at https://web.centralhill‑
sboroughchamber.com/events/Communi‑
ty-Health-Wellness-Fair-63706/details.

Join the Brandon Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce for a high-energy, impactful 
event that educates, inspires and strength‑
ens a healthier community.

About the Brandon Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce empowers businesses through 
opportunities for brand exposure, educa‑
tion and advocacy while fostering mean‑
ingful connections that strengthen our 
community and promote collaboration 
and growth.

Staff Report

BRANDON RIVERVIEW CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY 

HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR

Girl Scouts from Troop 33521 greet customers with smiles 
and stacks of cookies as they kick off booth season in Lithia.
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Happy Valentine’s
Day!

LIKE

FAMILY
Having a Lawyer in the

NEEDREED.COMNEEDREED.COMNEEDREED.COM
813.438.5960
101 E. Lumsden Road
Brandon, FL 33511

Personal Injury Cases
FREE CONSULTATIONS

Auto Accidents * Slip and Fall
Boating Accidents * Dog Bites
Wrongful Death * Motorcycles

Proud Supporters
of ECHO

*Board of Directors
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Southern Construction 
reached a milestone in No-
vember 2025, marking 
10 years in business and a 
decade of service within 
the construction and restoration industry. 
Since its founding in 2015, the company has 
grown into a trusted contractor serving res-
idential and commercial clients throughout 
the region.

Over the past 10 years, Southern Con-
struction has expanded its capabilities to 
include both general construction and com-
prehensive restoration services. Its work 
ranges from residential and commercial con-
struction projects to emergency response 
following water, fire, mold and storm-relat-
ed damage. The company maintains proper 
state licensing and industry certifications, 
allowing it to manage complex projects 
while meeting safety and quality standards.

“Reaching 10 years is a significant mile-
stone — proof that our steady hard work 
has built a trusted, sustainable company,” 
said Blair Johnson, president of Southern 
Construction. “It’s a proud moment for our 
team and partners, showing we deliver con-
sistently and that our relationships with cli-
ents and the community truly matter.”

Several milestones over the decade helped 
shape the company’s direction and growth. 

One notable moment 
was Southern Con-
struction’s feature 
on HGTV’s 100 Day 
Dream Home, which 
showcased its crafts-
manship to a national 
audience. The compa-
ny also played a criti-
cal role in restoration 
efforts following Hur-
ricanes Ian, Milton and 
Helene, expanding its 
emergency response 
capabilities to better 
serve both residential 
and commercial prop-
erty owners.

“Responding to Hurricanes Ian, Milton 
and Helene expanded our restoration capa-
bilities so we could better serve residential 
and commercial clients when they needed 
us most,” Johnson said.

As Southern Construction enters its sec-
ond decade, the company is focused on 
strengthening its internal operations while 
preparing for future growth. Investments 
in workforce development and emergency 
planning remain key priorities.

“What excites us most about the future 
is developing our team at Southern Con-
struction,” Johnson said. “We are investing 
in workforce training to deliver higher-qual-
ity, more efficient projects. Expanding our 
emergency response plans deepens our 
partnerships with clients and the communi-
ty, allowing us to take on bigger challenges 
and make a lasting regional impact.”

With a decade of experience behind it, 
Southern Construction continues building 
on a foundation of reliability, adaptability 
and community-focused service.

For more information, visit the website at 
www.southernconstruction.net.

By Olivia Clark

The North Bran-
don Family YMCA, 
located at 3097 
S. Kingsway Rd. in 
Seffner, has served 
as a gathering 
place for families in 
the North Brandon 
area for decades. 
Built in 1989, the 
facility offers pro-
grams and ame-
nities designed 
to support wellness and 
connection for residents 
of all ages, from infants to 
active older adults.

A wide range of pro-
grams are available at the 
North Brandon location, 
including gymnastics, 
dance, youth sports, per-
sonal training and swim 
lessons. Formal swim in-
struction is offered for 
all ages, from 6 months 
through adulthood. The facility’s pool is used 
throughout the day for lap swim, open swim, 
lessons and swim team activities. Members 
also have access to an indoor cycling stu-
dio, a wellness floor with cardio equipment, 
locker rooms, an outdoor conditioning area, 
a computer room and a reading center.

Youth and family programming remains a 
key focus. Stay & Play child care is available 
for children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, while 
the Youth Zone provides a dedicated space 
for ages 6-12. The basketball gym hosts 
open gym and pickup games, and pickleball 
is offered from Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.-12 Noon.

Over the years, the North Brandon Family 
YMCA has continued to invest in improve-

ments aimed at en-
hancing the member 
experience. Recent 
updates have in-
cluded renovations 
to youth spaces, fit-
ness areas and lock-
er rooms, as well as 
expanded outdoor 
programming space.

“We truly do sup-
port the mind, body 
and spirit,” said Jody 

Thorson, senior vice pres-
ident of mission advance-
ment.

Additional enhance-
ments were completed 
last year when the YM-
CA’s gymnasium under-
went a renovation in Feb-
ruary, supported by the 
Atlanta Tipoff Club and 
the Naismith Awards. The 
project included refinish-
ing the gym floor, replac-

ing backboards and wall pads and applying 
fresh paint.

“We’re delighted to contribute to the 
Tampa community,” said Eric Oberman, 
president of the Atlanta Tipoff Club.

“The North Brandon Family YMCA is 
a community hub,” said Candace Culver, 
senior vice president of community part-
nerships for the Tampa Metropolitan Area 
YMCA.

The North Brandon Family YMCA is open 
from Monday to Thursday, 5 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
on Friday, 5 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; on Saturday, 7 
a.m.-6 p.m.; and on Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Ccall 813-685-5402 or visit directly at  
www.tampaymca.org.

By Olivia Clark

LOCALLY OWNED SOUTHERN CONSTRUCTION 
CELEBRATES A DECADE OF BUILDING TRUST

NORTH BRANDON YMCA EXPANDS 
PROGRAMS, RENOVATIONS FOR 

AREA FAMILIES

Swim and aqua fitness instructor Zitla leads a class at 
the North Brandon Family YMCA.

Daley & Associates
PrimeMed of Tampa Bay

Careglp.carevalidate.com/Partner/daley-life-wellness

Andrew Daley, MD 
Internal Medicine

Branded Weight Loss
Compounded Weight Loss
Skin Health & Wellness
Energy Rejuvenation
Hair Loss Solutions
Sexual Health & Wellness

Daley Life & Wellness
Your Road to Wellness Begins Here

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd, Brandon, FL 33511
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Schedule your screening today.
YourColorectalExperts.com 

It’s time for a 
colonoscopy.
Colorectal cancer is now a 
leading cause of cancer death 
in adults under 50, but when 
caught early, it’s more than 90% 
curable. AdventHealth makes 
it easier to protect your future 
through whole-person care 
and preventive screenings. 
We’ve made appointments more 
convenient, while AI-assisted 
technology is helping us catch 
cancer earlier — so you can 
keep feeling whole.

If this was your
childhood...

HCA Florida Bran-
don Hospital cele-
brates a powerful 
full-circle moment 
as one of its NICU 
nurses welcomed 
her own baby at the 
same hospital where 
she was born more 
than two decades 
ago.

Gabriella ‘Gabby’ 
Chandler was born 
at Brandon Hospital 
on May 29, 2000. 
Today, she serves 
as a nurse in the 
hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, car-
ing for premature and critically ill newborns 
and forming lifelong bonds with the families 
she serves.

Chandler’s journey into nursing was in-
spired by her upbringing in a caregiving 
household and a desire to be present for pa-
tients and families during their most vulner-
able moments. She discovered her passion 
for neonatal care after attending a job fair 
and accepting a position in the NICU, where 
she found her calling.

“We fall in love with the babies. We fall 
in love with the families,” Chandler said. 
“That connection is what makes this work 
so meaningful.”

One of those connections became espe-
cially significant when Chandler cared for a 
premature infant named Rhett Smith nearly 
three years ago. During his long NICU stay, 
she developed a close bond with Smith 
and his family that continued well beyond 
his discharge from the hospital. Two years 
later, Smith served as the ring bearer in 
Chandler’s wedding, symbolizing the deep 
relationships formed through neonatal care.

On January 21, 
Chandler and her 
husband welcomed 
their son, Samu-
el Jr., at Brandon 
Hospital. A photo 
taken in front of 
the hospital’s Wel-
come Baby wall 
marks the moment 
with the same type 
of birth announce-
ment display that 
once recorded 
Chandler’s own ar-
rival into the world.

 Coworkers from 
across the hospital and families whose ba-
bies Chandler previously cared for followed 
her pregnancy journey and eagerly awaited 
the arrival of baby Samuel. His birth has be-
come a shared celebration among staff and 
community members who have witnessed 
Chandler’s story come full circle.

“Not everyone has the opportunity to 
care for babies in the same place where 
their own life began,” Chandler said. “It is 
incredibly meaningful to return here as both 
a nurse and now a mother.”

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital has served 
families in the Brandon community for 
nearly 50 years and continues to celebrate 
generations of care through its Women’s 
Services and NICU programs.

This moment represents more than a per-
sonal milestone for one nurse. It reflects 
the enduring relationships formed within 
the hospital walls and the impact caregiv-
ers have on families long after they leave 
the NICU.

For more about HCA Florida Brandon 
Hospital’s Women’s Services and NICU, vis-
it www.hcafloridabrandonhospital.com.

Staff Report

The Chandler family welcomes Samuel Jr.

 Plant City Com-
munity Chorale 
joyfully announces 
their 2026 Spring 
Concert:

“ J O U R N E Y S : 
PATHS WE WALK 
TOGETHER”

This concert in-
vites listeners on a 
deeply human jour-
ney of reflection, 
resilience, and hope, 
weaving together 
spirituals, folk tra-
ditions, and con-
temporary choral 
selections.   Listen-
ers will voyage from 
the serene, prayer-
ful stillness of  The 
Ground, to the up-
lifting, toe-tapping 
beat of the 1970’s pop hit Lean On Me, and 
into the love, comfort and timeless warmth 
of Wild Mountain Thyme among many other 
selections.

The  Sunday, March 22  concert is spon-
sored by Grow Into You Foundation and Jon-
athan Pittman, Financial Advisor.

The con-
cert begins 
at 5:00pm, and 
will be at  St. 
Clement Cath-
olic Church, 
1104 N. Alex-
ander Street in 
Plant City.

Tickets are 
$25.00 on-
line (debit & 
credit cards 
accepted) and 
are available 
at the Chorale 
website (www.
p c c c h o r a l e .
org), FB.com/
plantcitycom-
munitychorale, 
or by texting 
727-424-9661.

Tickets are also available at the door 
the night of the concert (cash, debit, & 
credit).  

Children 12 and younger are free.  
Tickets may also be purchased in ad-
vance directly from your favorite Cho-
rale member for $20.00 (cash/check).

Staff Report

FROM HCA NICU NURSE TO NEW MOM
STORY SPANS TWO GENERATIONS

PLANT CITY CHORALE CONTINUES 2026 
CONCERT SEASON WITH “JOURNEYS: 

PATHS WE WALK TOGETHER”

Gentle Touch
Estate Sales LL

Debbie  BergDebbie  Berg

813-812-0780813-812-0780

debbie@gentletouchestatesales.comdebbie@gentletouchestatesales.com
www.gentletouchestatesales.comwww.gentletouchestatesales.com

ESTATE 
SALES

Visit our website 
for more details!

March 6 & 7 
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dsansosti@OspreyObserver.com
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www.binandboard.com

A wine-centric bar located in the heart of  Brandon, FL. 
Come enjoy a glass or bottle of  wine with friends, neighbors 
and family. Beautiful boards of  cheese + charcuterie, along 
with small plates will enhance your time at the bin +board.

Serving food all day. Menu-inspired. Crafted daily.
40 plus rotating craft brews on draft.
Like us on Facebook for updated specials and draft beer offerings.
Open 7 days a week @ 12pm

813.535.0693  |  FloatingSpringsacu.com
500 Vonderburg Dr. 214C West

If you don’t see your condition listed let’s connect and see what acupuncture can do for you.

You’re just a poke away from balanced health! 

Dr. Ashley Carlson 
Acupuncture Physician 

Private room consultation & treatment

Services Offered:
Acupuncture | Cupping | Injection Therapy

Vitamin Injections | Herbal Consult 
Conditions Treated: 

Chronic Pain | Sciatica | Sports Injury | Tendonitis 
Digestive Issues | Heartburn | Headaches

Migraines | IBS  | Nausea | Vomiting | And Many More! 

If you’ve got a 
little one head-
ing into prekin-
dergarten or kin-
dergarten, you’re 
probably feeling 
a mix of pride, 
excitement and 
maybe a little 
nervous. That’s 
normal. Here’s 
the truth: being 
‘ready’ doesn’t 
mean your child 
needs to be 
reading early or 
sitting still for 
long stretches. 
It means they’re 
building the ev-
eryday skills 
that help them walk into school feeling 
confident and capable.

Here are a few practical ways to get 
started without turning your home into 
a classroom.

Focus on independence. Practice the 
basics: opening snack containers, wash-
ing hands, using the restroom, putting 
on a backpack and cleaning up after 
themselves. These small skills make a 
big difference in a busy classroom.

Lock in a routine. A steady bedtime 
and morning routine will set your child 
up for success and it will make your 
first week smoother, too. If your sched-
ule has been flexible, start shifting to a 
school-night routine a couple of weeks 
early.

Help them handle big feelings. New 
places come with new emotions. Talk 
through what school might look like 
and give them a plan, such as, “If you 

miss home, tell 
your teacher,” or 
“If you need help, 
raise your hand.” 
Kids do better 
when they know 
what to do.

Read every day 
and keep it sim-
ple. Even 10 min-
utes counts. Let 
your child choose 
books. Ask ques-

tions about the 
pictures. Talk 
about the story. 
Point out letters 
and words on 
signs and pack-
ages. You’re 
building lan-

guage and confidence, not giving a test.
Practice getting along with others. 

Taking turns, listening, sharing space 
and using respectful words matter just 
as much as counting and colors. Time 
at the park, story time at the library or 
playing with neighbors all help.

Keep your message positive. Kids pick 
up on our tone. If we talk about school 
as a safe place to learn, make friends 
and try new things, they’ll walk in with 
more confidence.

One last thing: every child develops 
at their own pace. If your child feels 
supported, encouraged and excited to 
learn, you’re on the right track. We’re 
looking forward to welcoming your 
family and we’ll be ready for them on 
day one.

To learn more about Hillsborough 
County Public Schools’ early learning 
programs, visit https://hcpsready.com/.

GETTING YOUR CHILD READY 
FOR KINDERGARTEN (OR PRE-K)

By  Superintendent Van Ayres

A Letter From The 

SUPERINTENDENT 
of Hillsborough County Public Schools 

Van Ayres

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of Suncoast Neighborhood Health Center, located at

3624 Causeway Blvd, in Hillsborough County, in the city of Tampa, Florida 
33619 intends to register said name with the Division of Corporations of the 

Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida

Dated at Valrico, Florida this 22nd day of January 2026
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Visit FLstrawberryfestival.com or call 813-754-1996 and get your tickets for the best seats available!

Suncoast Credit Union • Alessi Concessions • True Frequency Products • Images Everywhere! • AMSCOT • Astin Farms • Tampa Bay Times  
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association • Uncommon USA • ALLEGIANCE Crane & Equipment • Krazy Kup • DIRECTV • The Bank of Tampa • ICEE  

Good Health Saunas • Master Spas • Netterfield’s Concessions • Daiwa Massage Chairs • Florida Blue • AT&T • Stingray Chevrolet • Candyland Warehouse  
Father Time Clocks • Citizens Bank & Trust • T-Mobile • TRUFFOIRE • Grove Equipment Service • Solution Source Construction & Development • Berry Amaz’n  

Entenmann’s • BayCare Kids • Premier Portable Buildings • Burger 21 • Advantage Restoration & Recovery • Local Ford Dealers • Everglades Equipment Group  
SUN ‘n FUN • General RV Center • Spectrum • Blackshades Sunglasses & Eyewear • Lazydays RV (powered by Campers Inn RV) • Home Depot • Hungry Howie’s

The Marshall Tucker Band 
Fri. Mar. 6, 3:30 

$35-$40

Brantley Gilbert 
Wed. Mar. 4, 7:30    

$50-$85

John Foster 
Wed. Mar. 4, 3:30  

$25-$35

Lauren Daigle 
Tue. Mar. 3, 7:30 

$70-$75-$85

Legends Of Love 
Brian McKnight, Ginuwine, Ruben Studdard     

Mon. Mar. 2, 7:30     $40-$45-$80

Sandi Patty 
Tue. Mar. 3, 3:30

$30

Forrest Frank  
 Fri. Mar. 6, 7:30    

$70-$80-$90

Dierks Bentley 
Thu. Mar. 5, 7:30 

$70-$80-$90

The Bellamy Brothers 
Thu. Mar. 5, 3:30       

$30

The Offspring 
Sat. Mar. 7, 7:30

$70-$80-$90

Joan Jett & The Blackhearts 
Sun. Mar. 8, 7:30

$45-$55-$75

The Oak Ridge Boys 
Thu. Feb. 26, 3:30      

$40-$45 

Ty Myers  
Sat. Feb. 28, 7:30      

$50-$60-$75

Gene Watson 
Mon. Mar. 2, 3:30 

$30 

Alabama  
Thu. Feb. 26, 7:30    

$65-$70-$85

Jo Dee Messina
Fri. Feb. 27, 3:30      

$40-$50

Jamey Johnson
Fri. Feb. 27, 7:30      

$45-$55-$75

Lonestar 
Sat. Feb. 28, 3:30   

$35-$45

Riley Green  
featuring Hannah McFarland 

Sun. Mar. 1, 6:30    $110-$120-$135

Concert dates and times are subject to change.  
Additional fees of 10% apply with online purchases.

Home of OUR

#berryfest26

Jimmy Sturr  
& His Orchestra  
Thu. Feb. 26, 10:30     

FREE

Bill Haley Jr. & The Comets 
Thu. Mar. 5, 10:30        

 FREE

Check out the Free Entertainment, Special Days & Discounts and full Schedule of Festival Events.

Pitbull Toddler  
Sat. Mar. 7, 3:30      

FREE

SOLD OUT

Feb. 26 -  Mar. 8, 2026  
Plant City, FLArtists Appearing on the Soundstage:

Save $5.00 on Adult & $1.00 on Youth General Admission Tickets at

Still Growing!

Opens 

   T
hurs.

 2/26

For the 450 East Hillsborough County high 
school seniors who chose to participate in 
the Future Career Academy (FCA) Business 
Tour field trips, the January 28 tour, one of 
eight immersive days throughout Hillsbor-
ough County, was not a break from class or 
a one-day field trip. It was a planned com-
ponent of a yearlong program designed to 
prepare students for life after graduation.

Throughout this yearlong journey, stu-
dents are also supported through a weekly 
workforce and professional development 
curriculum, along with additional experienc-
es, all intentionally designed to prepare them 
for career pathways and connect them to 
employers, training partners and real-world 
opportunities.

As part of that program, participating se-
niors traveled on nine buses, and each rotat-
ed through three different workplace sectors 
across the region, gaining direct exposure 
to real-world settings that allowed them 
to compare career options side by side and 
begin making informed decisions about their 
future.

Throughout the day, students moved in 
groups from site to site, seeing what differ-
ent lines of work look like day to day. Some 
stops placed them inside training classrooms 
and labs, while others brought them onto 
jobsites or into active facilities. The contrast 

pushed students to think beyond job titles 
and consider work environments, training 
paths and long-term goals.

“I was expecting a bunch of learning op-
portunities,” said Kayle Garris, a senior at 
Brandon High School. “I knew we were going 
to do business field trips and go to different 
areas to connect with different departments, 
like TECO. Today, we went to TECO and a 
nursing home, and we learned about all of 
that. I work at the Columbia Restaurant in 
Ybor City, and I’ve been looking at different 
options, including the Army and Hillsborough 
Community College. My plan is to go to HCC 
and then transfer to USF. I have a scholar-
ship from USF — Richard Gonzmart from 
the Columbia gave me a Latino scholarship.”

Like many students on the tour, Garris is 
balancing work, education, and long-term 
planning, using the day to explore multiple 
career options rather than committing to a 
single path.

It wasn’t just the students who found val-
ue; local employers noted a level of engage-
ment that shifted the day from a tour to a 
talent search.

From Blackrock Milling and Asphalt, re-
cruiter Chris Hill said his first experience 
with FCA offered more than a chance to col-
lect resumes.

“We at Blackrock are looking for more 

than just a diploma or a degree; we are look-
ing for employees that will make an imme-
diate positive impact on our company,” Hill 
said. “These young adults asked questions 
and were willing to learn about a trade they 
may have never thought about before. We 
look forward to interviewing and developing 
the next generation of leaders.”

The mix of first-time recruiters and 
long-standing partners underscored the 
program’s ability to serve both emerging 
workforce needs and established profes-
sional pipelines.

Returning partners, such as the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT), fo-
cused on showing students how preparation 
connects directly to responsibility in the 
field.

During the event, FDOT representatives 
demonstrated a $25,000 mobile excavation 
simulator used to train equipment opera-
tors before they ever step onto a job site. 
The simulator mirrors the controls found 
on heavy machinery — equipment that can 
start at $150,000 and go far beyond that.

Ron Gibbons, an FDOT maintenance pro-
gram manager, explained how the simulator 
builds muscle memory and confidence be-
fore trainees move into real equipment.

“Your hands feel the same thing, your feet 
feel the same thing as what you’re experi-

encing here; ... it’s muscle memory, ... do it 
while it’s fresh,” Gibbons said.

“We do this in the classroom, then take 
them right out into the field within two min-
utes; ... OK, get in this machine and show me 
the basics of what you just did. ... It builds 
confidence,” he said.

Midway through the day, all students 
gathered at The Regent in Riverview for a 
working lunch presentation with recruit-
ers and training organizations, creating a 
shared moment to reflect on what they had 
already seen and how it connected to broad-
er professional trajectories.

Yvonne Fry, founder and CEO of both Fu-
ture Career Academy and Workforce De-
velopment Partners, said the tours are de-
signed to be the moment when preparation 
finally connects to purpose.

“This is the day the light bulb finally goes 
on,” Fry said, explaining how the experience 
reshapes students’ views of education.

Lynn Gray, a member of the Hillsborough 
County School Board, added, “The work 
that Workforce Development Partners does 
for our students is unmatched! This stu-
dent-centered workforce development of-
fers career opportunities from every trade 
in our Tampa Bay Region. 

To learn more, visit the website  at                          
www.workforcedevelopmentpartners.com.

By Brian Bokor

EAST HILLSBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS STEP INTO THE WORKING 
WORLD THROUGH INDUSTRY TOUR EXPERIENCE
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Pardon Our Dust
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quickly!. 

Secure your spot soon 
to take advantage of

Pre-Construction DEALS! 
(expires March 2026)

On January 20, Burn Boot Camp Brandon 
was stop No. 3 of a nationwide Burn Boot 
Camp tour. Burn Boot Camp’s ‘Proud Tour’ 
celebrates the strength, stories, and the 
pride of Burn Boot Camp members. The tour 
includes 20 locations. There are 400 loca-
tions throughout the US.

What makes the Brandon stop even more 
significant is that Burn Boot Camp Brandon 
opened in September 2023. Owners Karis-
sa Hurley, Eric Hurley, Katie Chalupsky and 
Dillon Chalupsky opened Burn Boot Camp 
Brandon with the desire to build strength 
for their members and with the community. 

Devan Kline, Burn Boot Camp co-founder 
and visionary, was on-site for the Brandon 
Proud Tour stop. He led classes and spent 
time with members. He said Burn Boot 
Camp Brandon stood out as a stop on the 
tour because it represents why he created 
Burn Boot Camp with his wife, Morgan, in 
2012.

“Burn Boot Camp Brandon  stood out 
because it represents exactly why we built 
this brand — strong community, family-first 
leadership and life-changing results. This 
isn’t just a high-performing gym. It’s a sys-
tem working the way it’s supposed to — we 
always say you can join any gym, but you be-

long here,” Kline said.
Since Burn Boot 

Camp Brandon 
opened, it has won 
awards, including 
being a Nutrition-
al Award winner at 
the 2024 Burn Boot 
Camp annual summit 
and most recently 
the Valrico FishHawk 
Chamber 2025 Fran-
chise Business of 
the Year award. Eric 

Hurley said they were 
honored to be part of the Proud Tour and 
that the campaign shows that everyone has 
a story. A few of Brandon Burn Boot Camp’s 
members’ stories were highlighted on the 
Burn Boot Camp podcast.

“We have an amazing team. From the 
friendly welcome of the burn ambassador, 
care of the child watching staff and the one-
on-one training from our trainers, we make 
sure everyone feels seen and challenged. But 
also, members find they build a community 
within the gym,” Eric Hurley said.

The camp is a strong presence in our com-
munity, sponsoring events such as the Fish-
Hawk Turkey Trot, Brandon of Lights Parade 
and Bloomingdale High School’s Running of 
the Bulls 5K.  

To hear stories from Brandon’s Burn Boot 
Camp members on the Burn Boot Camp 
podcast, visit season three, episode 44, @
burnbootcamppodcast, streaming on all 
platforms.

Burn Boot Camp Brandon is located 
at 107 W. Bloomingdale Ave. in Brandon. 
For more information, visit its website at 
https://locations.burnbootcamp.com/loca-
tions/brandon-fl/ or call 813-601-8002.

By Jane Owen

M a c D o n a l d 
Training Center 
(MTC) marked a 
significant mile-
stone on Feb-
ruary 12 with a 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony cel-
ebrating the 
opening of its 
new Tampa fa-
cility. Communi-
ty leaders, staff 
members, board 
members, families and program participants 
gathered to commemorate what leaders de-
scribed as a three-year journey to expand 
services for individuals with disabilities.

Founded in 1953 by J. Clifford MacDonald 
and a group of parents, MTC was created 
at a time when options for individuals with 
disabilities were extremely limited. Today, it 
continues its mission to provide innovative 
educational, residential and employment 
services throughout the Tampa Bay area.

“We have been working to meet the needs 
of the community, and that is why we are 
here in this beautiful space today,” said 
Karenne Levy, president and chief executive 
officer of MacDonald Training Center. “This 
is a day of love, perseverance and commit-
ment. We will be able to provide bright, open 
spaces where learning is fun.”

MTC serves individuals of all ages, from 
youth preparing for their first job to seniors 
seeking to age in place with dignity. Its pro-
grams include adult day training, employ-
ment services, community living support 
and career camps for youth ages 14-21 re-
ferred by Vocational Rehabilitation.

A key focus of the organization is employ-

ment. MTC 
has a de-
cades-long 
history of 
placing indi-
viduals with 
disabilities 
into com-
petitive em-
ployment , 
dating back 
to 1971. Its 
Innovation 
Vocational 

Training and Internship program provides 
comprehensive support for individuals who 
are deaf or hard of hearing, collaborat-
ing with Tampa Bay employers to create 
job opportunities. MTC also partners with 
ZooTampa at Lowry Park through Project 
SEARCH, a nine-month immersive intern-
ship model that combines classroom in-
struction with hands-on workplace training.

During the ceremony, Andy Taylor of Tam-
pa Electric, representing the Brandon River-
view Chamber of Commerce Board of Direc-
tors, formally recognized MTC’s impact.

“MacDonald Training Center transforms 
the lives of people with all disabilities 
through innovative vocational training, em-
ployment services, residential support and 
life enrichment opportunities,” said Taylor, 
who proclaimed February 12 as MacDonald 
Training Center Day.

The updated space reflects MTC’s long-
standing belief in real homes and real work 
environments, empowering individuals with 
disabilities to be productive, contributing 
and valued members of the community.

For more information, visit the website at 
https://macdonaldcenter.org/.

By Olivia Clark

BURN BOOT CAMP BRANDON CHOSEN 
FOR NATION-WIDE CAMP PROUD TOUR

MACDONALD TRAINING CENTER 
OPENS TO EXPAND SERVICES FOR 

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Burn Boot Camp owners with co-founder Devan Kline. From left to right: 
Eric Hurley, Karissa Hurley, Kline, Katie Chalupsky and Dillon Chalupsky. Karenne Levy, president and chief executive officer of MacDonald 

Training Center, cuts a ribbon with students.
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*

Planning is un-
derway for Flight 
to Honor Polk 
Mission 11, and 
organizers are 
encouraging vet-
erans and com-
munity members 
to apply now 
for the upcom-
ing one-day trip 
to Washington, 
D.C., scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 
5.

The Honor 
Flight-style mis-
sion will depart 
from and return to Lakeland Linder In-
ternational Airport, offering participating 
veterans a meaningful opportunity to visit 
the national memorials built in recognition 
of their service. A mandatory orientation 
for selected participants will be held on 
Sunday, May 3.

Established in 2015, Flight to Honor 
Polk is based in Polk County but welcomes 
eligible veterans from any community to 
apply. All veterans who have not previous-
ly participated in an Honor Flight or Flight 
to Honor mission are eligible. Priority is 
given to veterans with severe medical 
conditions, followed by those who served 
during World War II, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War, though veterans from 
all eras are encouraged to apply.

Veterans selected for Mission 11 will fly 
free of charge, thanks to community do-
nations and volunteer support. Each veter-
an is paired with a trained guardian, who 
provides physical assistance and ensures 

a safe and memorable 
experience through-
out the day, from air-
port travel to visits at 
the memorials.

Guardians wishing 
to accompany a vet-
eran are also invited 
to apply. Guardians 
must be between 18-
70 years of age and 
may not be a spouse 
or significant other 
of the veteran. Those 
selected are asked to 
make a $500 dona-
tion to help offset the 
cost of airfare and re-

lated expenses. Guardians play a vital role 
in the success of each mission, assisting 
veterans during travel and throughout the 
day in Washington.

Applications for both veterans and 
guardians are accepted on a rolling basis 
and can be downloaded at https://polkvet-
eranscouncil.com/. Completed applica-
tions should be mailed to Flight to Honor, 
P.O. Box 3911, Lakeland, FL 33802.

Fundraising is currently underway to 
support Mission 11, and organizers stress 
that community involvement is essential. 
Tax-deductible contributions can be made 
through the GiveWell Community Founda-
tion to support Flight to Honor Polk.

Flight to Honor Polk’s mission is to 
promote national security and a strong 
national defense by honoring veterans, 
fostering community connections and 
building goodwill. Visit https://polkvet-
eranscouncil.com/ or email direct to       
flighttohonorpolk@gmail.com.

Staff Report

HONOR FLIGHT MISSION 11 OPENS 
REGISTRATION FOR MAY 2026 

VETERAN JOURNEY
New Hope 

Early Learning 
is celebrating its 
60th anniversa-
ry of providing 
education in the 
Brandon area. In 
these 60 years, 
New Hope has 
been commit-
ted to serving 
families through 
Christ-centered 
education.

In celebration, 
the church has 
spent the last year re-
furbishing its buildings 
along with technology 
to improve their space. 
To showcase its updat-
ed facilities, the church 
is having a grand open-
ing in early September.

New Hope Early 
Learning offers pro-
grams for children ages 
6 months to preschool. 
In these programs, parents can expect a 
close and intimate connection for both their 
child and themselves with the church. The 
church values creating deep connections 
with its families alongside being a support 
system. 

“We know our families really well. We 
pride ourselves on not just knowing the 
child but knowing their expanded family and 
making those connections. I think that is one 
way that we are really different,” said Julie 
Hamilton, New Hope discipleship pastor. 

The church is offering what it calls ‘Pre-
school Preview Days,’ with one on Thurs-
day, February 26, and another on Thursday, 

April 16. At these 
events, families 
get to meet pas-
toral staff and ed-
ucators, as well as 
tour the facilities 
as a whole. This 
way, families can 
experience the 
environment for 
themselves.

In day-to-day 
learning, the 
school functions 

like a traditional 
preschool program, 

allowing children to 
learn through hands-
on activities for ac-
ademic learning. In 
addition, the children 
have the opportunity 
to explore and dis-
cover the rich out-
door space since the 
school is housed on 
the spacious church 
campus. 

There is also a weekly chapel, in which 
the parents are invited to join too, where 
the children are presented with a bible les-
son along with worship music. Since the 
school is small, the parents are able to be a 
part of activities like this, creating a sense 
of connection between the families and the 
church. 

The rolling registration process opened 
on February 2 and will remain open until 
the beginning of the school year or until 
classes fill up. If interested, more details 
about New Hope Early Learning’s programs 
can be found on its website, www.newhop-
eearlylearning.com. 

By Emily Harper

New Hope Early Learning invites families to learn 
more about their programs. 

NEW HOPE EARLY LEARNING CELEBRATES 
60 YEARS OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY
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The Salty 
Shamrock Irish 
Pub is turning 
March into a 
monthlong cele-
bration of Irish 
culture, music 
and community 
as it marks ten 
years in business. 
Located at 6186 
U.S. Hwy. 41 N. 
in Apollo Beach, 
the neighborhood 
gathering place 
will host 
a series of 
t h e m e d 
events lead-
ing up to 
and includ-
ing St. Pat-
rick’s Day.

“Salty Shamrock is much more than an 
Irish pub — it is a true neighborhood gath-
ering place where everyone feels welcome,” 
said Terri Sherman, director of operations 
and creative services at Salty Shamrock. 
“For the past 10 years, we have focused 
on creating an environment where people 
come together not just for food and drinks, 
but for connection and community.”

Festivities begin on Sunday, March 8, 
with the ninth annual Saint Puppies Day, 
a family-friendly event inviting guests to 
celebrate alongside their four-legged com-
panions. The annual tradition supports lo-
cal animals and sets a lighthearted tone for 
the St. Patrick’s season.

The celebration continues from Friday 
through Tuesday, March 13-17, with the 
pub’s Decade of Craic, a five-day festival 
honoring its 10-year milestone. What be-

gan years ago as a 
single-day celebra-
tion has steadily 
grown alongside 
the community.

“Expanding the 
celebration to five 
days represents a 
major milestone 
for both Salty 
Shamrock and the 
Apollo Beach com-
munity,” Sherman 
said.

Throughout the 
five days, 
guests can 
expect live 
e n t e r t a i n -
ment on the 
pub’s outdoor 
stage, Irish 
food specials 

and festive drink offerings. March 15 fea-
tures the Not Quite Paddy’s Party from 11 
a.m.-9 p.m., designed for those unable to 
attend on St. Patrick’s Day itself.

The celebration continues on March 16, 
with the Paddy’s Eve Party from 5-10 p.m., 
leading into the main event on March 17 
from 11 a.m.-11 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day will 
include live music, outdoor tents, tradition-
al fare and green beer as the community 
gathers for one of the area’s largest Irish 
celebrations.

“This anniversary celebration is not just 
about marking a milestone but about hon-
oring the people, families and friends who 
have supported Salty Shamrock since day 
one,” Sherman said.

For more information, visit the website 
at www.saltyshamrock.net/ or call 813-
938-5282.

By Olivia Clark

The Salty Shamrock Irish Pub hosts monthlong St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations in Apollo Beach.

THE SALTY SHAMROCK CELEBRATES 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY ALL MONTH LONG

813-643-0090
11232 Sullivan St, Riverview
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Hillsborough County 
Public Schools’ (HCPS) 
record-setting gradua-
tion rate for the 2024-
25 academic year was 
fueled by standout per-
formances at campus-
es across the district, 
including exceptional 
results at Newsome 
High School, South 
County Career Center 
and Armwood High School.

The district announced on Tuesday that 
its graduation rate climbed to 90.9 per-
cent, the highest in HCPS history and a 2.9 
percentage-point increase from the previ-
ous year. District leaders said the success 
reflects a focused effort to expand aca-
demic support, monitor student progress 
and ensure every senior has a clear path-
way to a diploma.

Newsome High School once again ranked 
among the district’s top-performing cam-
puses, posting a 98.6 percent graduation 
rate. School leaders credited strong aca-
demic expectations, student engagement 
and family partnerships for helping nearly 
all seniors complete their high school jour-
ney on time.

Significant improvement was also seen 
at South County Career Center, which re-
corded a 17.4 percentage-point increase in 
its graduation rate — one of the largest 
gains in the district. Officials said the in-
crease highlights the impact of career-fo-
cused education combined with targeted 
academic support, helping students stay 
engaged while preparing for the workforce 
or postsecondary training.

Armwood High School was another 
bright spot, achieving a 7.6 percent in-

crease in its gradu-
ation rate over the 
previous year. Dis-
trict leaders praised 
the school’s staff for 
identifying students 
in need of additional 
support and con-
necting them with 
resources such as 
credit recovery, tu-
toring and gradua-

tion planning.
Superintendent Van Ayres said the 

success at these schools illustrates the 
district’s broader strategy of meeting stu-
dents where they are.

“Whether it’s a high-performing tra-
ditional high school like Newsome, a ca-
reer-focused campus like South County or a 
comprehensive high school like Armwood, 
the common thread is a commitment to 
student success,” Ayres said. “These gains 
mean more students are crossing the stage 
and stepping into their futures.”

Districtwide strategies contributing to 
the improved outcomes include free test 
preparation and testing opportunities, ju-
nior and senior academic checks, credit 
recovery programs, summer learning and 
the Graduation Advancement Program. 
The district’s Graduation Task Force also 
continues to meet monthly to track indi-
vidual student progress and address barri-
ers such as attendance, housing instability 
and family communication.

Officials said the achievements at 
Newsome, South County Career Center 
and Armwood demonstrate how target-
ed support and dedicated educators can 
make a measurable difference in student 
outcomes.

Staff Report

NEWSOME, ARMWOOD AND 
SOUTH COUNTY CAREER CENTER 

LEAD GRADUATION GAINS
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Community mem-
bers, veterans and 
local supporters 
gathered Jan. 10 
at Newsome High 
School to celebrate 
the start of a new 
Homes For Our 
Troops (HFOT) build 
in Lithia. The cere-
mony marked the 
beginning of a cus-
tom home that will 
be donated to Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Aar-
on Cornelius, who 
was severely injured 
while serving in Iraq.

The home is being 
built through Homes 
For Our Troops, a na-
tional nonprofit that constructs and donates 
specially adapted, mortgage-free homes for 
severely injured post-9/11 veterans. Built by 
Elizabeth Evans Custom Homes, the project 
represents far more than shelter for Corne-
lius, who is blind.

“There’s always a possibility of hurting 
yourself on something because it’s not made 
for your disability,” Cornelius said.

Cornelius enlisted in the U.S. Army at 19 
to support his young family and continue a 
strong tradition of military service. He is the 
father of five daughters.

“My outstanding youngest one is here 
with me, still standing by me,” he said. “She’s 
actually my official caregiver as well, doing 
outstanding things for me.”

During his third deployment to Iraq in 
2008, Cornelius was serving as a platoon 
sergeant when an improvised explosive 
device detonated beneath him, leaving him 
blind. While still recovering at home, he suf-
fered another devastating loss of his wife.

Despite these 
hardships, Corne-
lius refused to be 
defined by them. 
He discovered a 
passion for music 
and now works 
locally as a disc 
jockey. He also be-
came a certified 
massage therapist, 
“because they said 
I probably couldn’t 
do it — but I did it 
anyway,” he said, 
and remains active 
with the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

HFOT homes 
exceed ADA stan-
dards and include 

more than 40 special adaptations designed 
to restore independence and reduce fall risk.

“Rails along the walls that help me guide 
myself around the home, so I’m not tripping 
and falling over things,” Cornelius said.

Safety features extend to the kitchen, in-
cluding an induction cooktop that automat-
ically shuts off.

“It’s not going to turn on unless I try to 
cook something, and when I take it off, it 
turns off,” he said. “Cool safety features.”

The home will also include voice-activated 
technology to improve nighttime security.

Cornelius chose to build in Lithia to remain 
close to family and fellow HFOT veteran 
Rusty Carter. Retired Army Brig. Gen. Tom 
Landwermeyer, HFOT president and CEO, 
said the organization’s mission is restoring 
independence.

Construction will continue over the com-
ing months, with volunteer opportunities 
available.. More information is available at 
www.hfotusa.org.

By Brian Bokor

Community members, veterans and local sup-
porters gather Jan. 10 at Newsome High School to 

celebrate the start of a Homes For Our Troops build 
in Lithia for Army Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Cornelius.

COMMUNITY BREAKS GROUND ON 
ADAPTED HOME FOR ARMY VETERAN

When Jodi Pane-
pinto and Michael 
Longman opened the 
MilkShake Factory 
SouthShore location 
in April 2025, they 
brought a national-
ly recognized des-
sert franchise and a 
century‑old choco-
late‑making legacy to 
Hillsborough County.

“I wanted to bring 
a new concept to our 
area and get more in-
volved in the commu-
nity,” said Panepinto.

The bright and 
upbeat shop serves 
hand‑spun milkshakes made with home-
made ice cream alongside the brand’s 
signature gourmet chocolates. MilkShake 
Factory traces its roots to a family of choc-
olatiers dating back to the early 1900s in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. That same fami-
ly still operates stores in their hometown, 
and Panepinto said she is proud to share 
those recipes with local customers.

“A guest’s experience is more than them 
just enjoying their milkshake or chocolate. 
We aim to provide exceptional customer 
service from start to finish,” said Panepin-
to. “Going out for a milkshake should be 
a fun, easygoing experience regardless of 
what the rest of your day has been like. We 
hope Milkshake Factory brings smiles to all 
our guests.”

Community involvement has quickly be-
come part of the shop’s identity.

“We love hosting school spirit nights,” 
Panepinto said. “And we participated in 
the Ruskin Seafood Festival for the first 
time this year.”

The menu features year‑round favorites 

along with ro-
tating season-
al creations. 
“We always 
have a limit-
ed-time-only 
shake,” said 
P a n e p i n t o . 
“Our next one 
up will be the 
s t raw b e r r y 
matcha milk-
shake. We also 
have choco-
late -d ipped 
strawberries, 
perfect for 
Va l e n t i n e ’s 
Day, made 

daily in our store. Or you can get our sig-
nature, homemade bark in milk or white 
chocolate hearts for the holiday. We are 
very excited for our carrot cake milkshake, 
coming soon.”

Panepinto said the team behind the 
counter is a major part of what makes the 
shop special.

“Our team members make this such a fun 
experience watching them go above and 
beyond for our guests. That’s really made 
this endeavor so rewarding. And network-
ing with other local small business, getting 
to know our regular customers,” she said.

With a focus on quality, tradition and 
community, Panepinto said the shop offers 
something for everyone.

“A lot of thought goes into all of our fla-
vors, both shakes and chocolates. There’s a 
flavor for everyone,” Panepinto said.

For more, visit www.milkshakefac-
tory.com/locations/southshore or call 
813‑722‑1878. The shop is located at 
10446 Stelling Dr. in the Mission BBQ 
plaza.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

MILKSHAKE FACTORY BRINGS FLAVOR 
AND BIGGER SMILES TO CUSTOMERS

Professional Concrete
Installation

kinginc701@gmail.comkinginc701@gmail.com

Residential | Driveways
Sidewalks | Patios | Slabs

Serving Hillsborough County for Over 30 Years

Licensed & Insured
kingconcrete813.com

Free Estimates Available!
813-299-1917
Free Estimates Available!
813-299-1917
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Yes to New  
Adventures

REGISTER ONLINE
tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP »

CAMPO FAMILY YMCA  
813.684.1371

NORTH BRANDON 
FAMILY YMCA  
813.685.5402

SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA 
AT BIG BEND ROAD   

813.228.9622

YMCA CAMP CRISTINA  
813.677.8400

CAMP WITH US
With over 25 different camp options throughout the 

Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to 
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing 

in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:  
Feb. 21, March 21 and April 18  |  11am-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S’mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to 
explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres 

of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and 
MORE, it’s a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

YMCA SUMMER CAMP

We Got This Bookkeep-
ing (WGTB) offers small 
and medium-sized busi-
nesses affordable ways 
to manage their financial 
books. 

Many businesses may 
start with a friend or 
family member keeping 
their books, but Grace 
Givens, owner of WGTB, 
suggests a bookkeeper is 
an investment a business 
should make sooner rath-
er than later. 

“It is easier to put 
your books together 
than it is to clean them 
up if you’ve been trying 
to do them yourself,” 
she explains. 

Virtual bookkeepers 
like Givens help busi-
nesses compile nec-
essary paperwork, produce financial 
statements and analyze trends. This 
work ensures businesses make informed 
decisions about how they grow. 

“They say that 50% of small busi-
nesses fail,” Givens said, “A lot of that is 
because the businesses don’t know how 
they’re doing [financially].”

Givens began WGTB seven years ago 
while working as an accountant; she 
quickly learned that, despite her love for 
numbers, she preferred the bookkeeping 
side of business.   Last year, she moved 
to work at WGTB full-time alongside her 
cat, Chief Cuteness Officer, Maggie. She 
has no plans to hire more bookkeepers, 
however.

“I want to remain the only bookkeeper 
because I want to be the one hands-on 

doing work,” she 
said. 

Basic monthly 
services, ideal for 
businesses in their 
first two years 
with only one em-
ployee, start at 
$350. This package 
includes account 
setup, monthly fi-
nancial reports, 
unlimited email 
support and more. 
As a business 
grows, its needs 

will change. Giv-
ens says most 
of her clients 
pay around the 
$800-$1,200 a 
month. 

“I like working 
with small busi-

nesses and helping them grow because 
it’s the small businesses that make our 
economy great,” Givens said.

As part of Givens’ drive to help small 
businesses, WGTB offers businesses a 
free guide on its website titled “5 busi-
ness expenses that could save you big 
money.” The guide covers primary ex-
penses that businesses may not realize 
they could write off.  

“It really is small businesses that make 
communities feel like home and… grow. I 
want to be as supportive as I can with 
that.” Givens said.

For more information about We Got 
This Bookkeeping, please visit its web-
site https://wegotthisbookkeeping.com/ 
or the We Got This Bookkeeping Face-
book page. 

By Mylena C. Ferman

GIVE YOUR BUSINESS A BOOST 
WITH WE GOT THIS BOOKKEEPING

Grace Givens, owner of We Got This
 Bookkeeping.

DID YOU KNOW?
Education can lower
your risk. Engage in

lifelong learning.

813-607-6880
Come a little early for refreshments!

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511 

Hybrid Dementia and Alzheimer’s Support Groups
for Care Partners of those with any type of Memory Loss

at 6:30 pm
Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom

Zoom Meeting ID:
993 4701 6039
Passcode:
459148

Join by phone:
833.928.4608

Fourth
Wednesday

of Every Month

Third
Tuesday
of Every Month

at 2:00 pm
Meeting in

Person & Via Zoom
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We make it easy
• Just give your financial advisor written 

authorization to enroll  — and remember,  
you can change or stop the program with  
just a phone call.

•  We do all the recordkeeping for you.

• We offer a convenient and complimentary service 
that allows you to transfer funds electronically 
among your eligible Edward Jones accounts, 
as well as to and from your accounts at other 
financial institutions.

It’s all about the Cs 
Convenience  
Once you decide on a fixed dollar amount to invest 
systematically, you’ve taken procrastination out of 
the equation. And since you don’t have to think 
about it from month to month, you can cross 
several savings goals off your to-do list. 

Consistency 
Each month, regardless of market movements, you 
accumulate shares continuously and consistently, 
which helps take the emotion out of investing and 
eliminates the worry of trying to time the market.

Choice 
You can systematically invest in mutual funds, 
exchange-traded funds (ETFs), annuities and even 
individual stocks.

Control  
Dollar cost averaging can help you focus on what you 
can control — investing a set dollar amount on a 
regular basis — rather than what you can’t — volatility 
in the market.

Systematic investing does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss. Such a strategy 
involves continual investment in securities regardless of fluctuating price levels of such 
securities. The investor should consider the financial ability to continue the purchases 
through periods of low price levels.

The power of systematic investing

Systematic investing allows you to build your portfolio incrementally by investing a 
set dollar amount at regular intervals, helping you stay focused on your long-term 
goals. Here’s what you should know about systematic investing.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

SYS-7627G-A EXP 30 APR 2026 © 2025 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 27230701

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor
10312 W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram
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As the calendar flips to a new year,
millions of Americans pledge to improve
their financial lives. But without a concrete
plan, those well-intentioned resolutions
often fade quickly.
Financial goals consistently top the
list of New Year’s resolutions. A 2025 CFP
Board study shows that financial resolutions
are prominent, with saving more
money (45%) and reducing debt (32%)
ranking among the top three goals.
Unfortunately, most resolutions don’t
last. A 2023 Forbes Health poll found that
over half of people give up on resolutions
by the four-month mark and only 1% make
it the full year.
The challenge isn’t a lack of desire for
change. People may set the same resolution
year after year, revealing a disconnect between
intentions and action. Or it may be
that they try to tackle too many goals at
once, or aim higher than is realistic, setting
themselves up for disappointment.
Set smart financial goals. Before
crafting your action plan, consider which
financial priorities matter most to you. If
you need ideas, here are some areas where
you may want focus in 2026:
• Regularly review your financial goals
and track progress toward meeting them
• Increase your 401(k) contributions
or max out your IRA and/or HSA
contributions
• Pay down debt strategically and negotiate
lower interest payments
• Build an emergency savings fund of
six to 12 months
• Save more consistently
Be specific. Vague resolutions like “save
more money” rarely succeed. Instead, it can
help to make goals specific and measurable.
For example, rather than making a resolution
to “start an emergency fund,” commit to

a specific goal, such as, “I will put $100 a
month into an emergency fund.”
This shift from general to specific transforms
wishful thinking into actionable
steps. When goals are attainable, it’s easier
to track progress and stay motivated.
Find an accountability partner. Don’t
go it alone. Having someone to check in
with can help you stay on track. This could
be a spouse, friend or family member who
shares similar goals.
Consider working with a financial advisor
who can help you create a realistic plan,
monitor your progress and adjust strategies
as needed. A professional can provide expertise
and accountability, making it easier
to stay on track throughout the year.
Start small and build momentum.
Rather than overhauling your entire financial
life all at once, focus on one or two
priority areas. Identify where the largest gap
exists between your current situation and
where you want to be, then concentrate
your energy there.
Breaking larger goals into smaller,
manageable actions makes them less overwhelming
and more achievable. Each small
win builds confidence and momentum for
tackling the next challenge.
The new year offers a fresh start and
renewed motivation to improve your financial
health. With specific goals, a solid
action plan and the right support system,
this could be the year your financial resolutions
finally stick.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

New Year’s Financial Resolutions: Making Them Stick

813.578.8656 
AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com            CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com

Senior Relocation 
Moving Assistance 
Estate Liquidation 
Online Auctions 
Home Clean-outs 
Packing Services 

Wherever you are headed,
help is always just
a phone call away. 

R E N T .
L E A R N .
G R O W .
O W N .

FLEXIBLE RENTALS

Daily, Weekly, or Monthly

ALL THE TOOLS YOU NEED

Devices, supplies & products accounts included.

TRAINING AVAILABLE

Break into the industry with hands-on guidance.

MENTORSHIP & SUPPORT

Grow your skills and your business with

confidence. 

L A U N C H  Y O U R  A E S T H E T I C S  

E M P I R E  H E R E

 Call or text us at  813-946-6454

W W W . S P A P O P U P . C O M

A new surf attraction under construc-
tion at Heroes Paradise in Brandon will 
introduce the first U.S. EpicSurf deep-wa-
ter standing wave, bringing an inland surf-
ing experience designed to replicate real 
ocean conditions.

The project is part of Heroes Paradise’s 
long-term expansion plans, with owner-
ship selecting EpicSurf as its technology 
partner and incorporating the attraction 
into the existing Brandon venue. The in-
stallation is being developed in partner-
ship with Aquatic Development Group 
(ADG), a global aquatic design, construc-
tion and manufacturing firm specializing 
in wave-generation technology. ADG has 
completed more than 4,000 projects 
worldwide, including over 550 wave in-
stallations and more than 130 surf and 
board attractions.

“After years of research, discussions 
and design iterations, we chose EpicSurf 
as our technology partner,” said Julie Pen-
nenga, co-owner of Heroes Paradise.

Tim Pennenga, co-owner of Heroes Par-
adise and a veteran and former Hillsbor-
ough County sheriff’s deputy, said much of 
the design process involved learning the 
technology as it came together.

Unlike shallow wave machines common-
ly found at resorts or on cruise ships, the 
EpicSurf system operates with 3-5 feet of 
water depth, allowing surfers to ride tra-
ditional surfboards with fins. The deeper 
water enables authentic techniques, such 
as carving, bottom turns and cutbacks, 
while also providing softer landings and a 
wider margin of safety.

“This is what’s known as a deep-water 
standing wave,” said Julie Kline, director 
of sales and marketing at ADG. “Unlike 
sheet-flow wave systems typically used 
for boogie boarding, EpicSurf generates a 

true surfable wave with 
real water depth, cre-
ating a more authentic 
experience for surfers.”

According to ADG, 
the wave is formed by 
using pumps to pull wa-
ter from a below-deck 
tank and directing it 
down a ramp to create 
a true hydraulic jump, 
similar to naturally oc-
curring river waves.

“Water is pulled up from the tank, flows 
down the ramp and creates a hydraulic 
jump, just like what you see in a river,” 
Kline said. “A great example is the Eisbach 
in Germany, where surfers ride a standing 
river wave right in the middle of Munich.”

Heroes Paradise will feature an ES46 
EpicSurf model, offering 46 feet of surfa-
ble wave width within an overall footprint 
of approximately 66 by 90 feet. 

The system is designed to accommodate 

By Brian Bokor

HEROES PARADISE, BRANDON’S FAMILY-OWNED ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTER, ADDS FIRST U.S. EPICSURF DEEP-WATER STANDING WAVE

a wide range of 
users, including 
children, se-
niors, adaptive 
athletes, and 
individuals with 
disabilities. Epic-
Surf is currently 
the only surf 
wave certified 
as an Autism 
Resource by the 
I n te r n at i o n a l 
Board of Creden-
tialing and Con-
tinuing Educa-
tion Standards.

“The magic 
of the system 

is its ability to generate a consistent 3 to 
5-foot deep-water wave that can be ad-
justed with the push of a button,” said 
Bruce Quay, chief operating officer and 
partner at ADG. “Surfers can bring any 
surfboard they want, with any fin setup, in 
a consistent and safe environment.”

Ethan Pennenga, a junior at Blooming-
ton High School, described the origins of 
Heroes Paradise and the motivation be-
hind its continued expansion.

“The dream started when my dad, a 
county patrol deputy, found this dilapi-
dated, abandoned tennis court that was 
being used for criminal activity,” Ethan 
Pennenga said. “He wanted to create a 
welcoming place where kids, parents and 
the community could safely interact with 
military members, first responders, and 
law enforcement heroes.”

Dan Wagner with ARCO Murray, the 
project’s design-build general contractor 
specializing in complex aquatic facilities, 
said the system’s performance depends 
heavily on construction execution.

“The system is designed to deliver a con-
sistent, controllable and repeatable surf 
surface, which places high demands on 
construction coordination and execution 
to ensure it performs the way it’s intended 
once operational,” Wagner said.

The EpicSurf attraction is scheduled to 
open by May. Heroes Paradise is a fami-
ly-owned outdoor entertainment center 
offering the largest outdoor tactical laser 
tag in the Southeast,, along with archery 
tag, rock climbing, and RC car tracks. 
Located at 733 Knowles Rd, it features 
a 32,000 sq ft arena (Hades) and an 
air-conditioned clubhouse. 

Key features and activities include:
The EpicSurf attraction is scheduled to 

open by May. Heroes Paradise is a fami-
ly-owned outdoor entertainment center 
offering the largest outdoor, tactical laser 
tag in the Southeast, along with archery 
tag, rock climbing and RC car tracks. Lo-
cated at 733 Knowles Rd. in Brandon, it 
features a 32,000 sq. ft. arena (Hades) 
and an air-conditioned clubhouse.

Amenities include a clubhouse with 
360-degree views, a cafe and a covered 
observation deck. For more information, 
visit www.heroesparadise.com.

Construction is underway on a new EpicSurf deep-water standing wave at Heroes 
Paradise in Brandon. The attraction will offer an inland surfing experience de-

signed to replicate real ocean conditions, with adjustable wave heights for surfers 
of all skill levels and abilities.
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The Forgotten Angels Founda-
tion, founded by Cindy Tilley and 
her husband, David Tyler, in Valri-
co, closed out 2025 with expanded 
outreach and fundraising efforts, 
concluding the year with a Christ-
mas event focused on youth sup-
port while preparing for a full slate 
of community events in 2026.

The Christmas outreach event 
was held in December 2025 at the 
Forgotten Angels property, located 
at 3604 Little Stearns Rd. in Valri-
co, where the organization hosted 
more than 130 students from Sim-
mons Career Center in Plant City. 
The event included lunch, gifts 
from Santa and activities designed 
to provide a safe and supportive 
holiday experience for students 
who often lack traditional family support.

Local businesses and community part-
ners, including Chick-fil-A, Publix, Voodoo 
Brewing Co. and Marlin James, provided 
food and support. Organizers said the 
holiday event reflected the organization’s 
family-style approach to serving youth 
aging out of the foster care system.

Organizers said Marlin James had also 
contributed air-conditioning units, facili-
ty repairs, food and financial support for 
multiple events throughout the year.

Forgotten Angels is a nonprofit organi-
zation that supports youth aging out of 
foster care, along with at-risk teens and 
young adults who often lack stable hous-
ing or family support. The organization 
provides a family-style living environ-
ment and focuses on life-skills training, 
such as financial literacy, employment 
readiness, education planning and inde-
pendent living, to help participants tran-
sition successfully into adulthood.

“We need the community’s support be-
cause we get called daily for youth who 

need our help,” said 
Tilley. “We are hous-
ing them, feeding 
them and teaching 
them how to be-
come independent. 
All the fundrais-
ing and donations 
are helping us save 
lives.”

Throughout 2025, 
the organization also hosted several 
fundraising events, including the Luke 
Holmberg Memorial Disc Golf Tourna-
ment on March 15, 2025, and the 10th 
anniversary Fall Campout from October 
23-26, 2025, marking a decade of ser-
vice.

That momentum carried into 2026, 
beginning with an EKKO RV gathering 
held in January at the Forgotten Angels 
property. The event was supported by La 
Mesa RV and featured Winnebago EKKO 
vehicles. Organizers said the gathering 
drew more than 70 EKKO RVs and in-
cluded structured raffle fundraising ac-

tivities.
The next 

major event 
is the Spring 
M o t o r c y -
cle Campout 
and Rally, 
s c h e d u l e d 
for Thursday 
through Sun-
day, March 

12-15. The campout will open with a bike 
night kickoff on March 12 beginning at 6 
p.m., hosted at Voodoo Brewing Co., lo-
cated at 3432 SR 60 in Valrico. The kick-
off event will feature live music by Adam 
Karch.

Additional 2026 fundraising efforts in-
clude a Honda Goldwing motorcycle raf-
fle, featuring a long-distance touring mo-
torcycle that has traveled through more 
than 20 states. Raffle ticket proceeds 
support Forgotten Angels’ programs, 
with tickets priced at $25 for one, $100 
for five and $200 for 25.

Also continuing into 2026 is a ‘Trip of 

a Lifetime’ raffle supported 
by food influencer Joel Han-
sen. 

The raffle offers one win-
ner a VIP trip for two to 
destinations such as Lon-
don, England; Las Vegas, 
Nevada; Orlando; a Mexican 
resort; a cruise package; 
a Texas barbecue tour; or 
Banff, Alberta. Organizers 
said the prize is valued at 
approximately $12,500, 
with the drawing scheduled 
for March 13.

Beginning in April, For-
gotten Angels will partici-
pate in weekly Tuesday bike 
nights and bingo nights 
hosted at Voodoo Brewing 

Co. Valrico, which has named Forgotten 
Angels as its official 2026 charity part-
ner.

Scheduled for Saturday, April 11 is the 
Forgotten Fur Babies pet adoption event, 
to be held at the Forgotten Angels prop-
erty.

Later in the year, the organization will 
host its Fall Campout from Thursday 
through Sunday, October 22-25, along 
with an art auction fundraiser on Octo-
ber 22, involving events at Voodoo Brew-
ing Co. Valrico.

Organizers said the combination of 
holiday outreach, recurring community 
partnerships and diversified fundraising 
events allows Forgotten Angels to sus-
tain programs that provide housing, life-
skills training, education planning and 
mentorship for young people transition-
ing toward independent, stable futures.

Contact Tilley at ctilley@forgot-
tenangelsflorida.org or visit the organi-
zation’s website directly at              www.
forgottenangelsflorida.org.
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SUN CITY CENTER
New
Locat

ion

Eye Exam

$35
with rebate

Must bring in coupon at time of service. Expires  3-31-2026 

The patient. and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the ad for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, exam or treatment.

a Complete Pair
of Eyeglasses

$100 OFF
Some restrictions apply. Most Prescriptions.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 3-31-2026 

month supply
starter kit
with exam 

Contacts

VALRICO RIVERVIEW
(813) 653-2244 (813) 672-8100 (813) 634-6344

$1497
Some restrictions apply.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 3-31-2026 

Progressive
No-Line Bifocals

$99
Some restrictions apply. Clear.

Not valid with any other offers.  Expires 3-31-2026 

LA
FITNESS

CRACKER
BARREL

DOLLAR
GENERAL

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

PUBLIXPEP
BOYS

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

EMERGENCY
SQUAD

SAV-A-LOT
1601 Rickenbacker Dr. Suite 8

POST
OFFICE

SUN HILL
OPTICAL

SUN HILL OPTICAL
Our office accepts many

Insurance Plans so we ask
that you contact our staff

who will research and verify
your insurance coverage.

Se habla español 

By Brian Bokor

FORGOTTEN ANGELS: 2025 YEAR IN REVIEW AND 2026 EVENT SCHEDULE
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Men Of Valor 
Conference

New Hope 
Church is inviting 
churches and men 
from across the re-
gion to gather for 
the Men of Valor T3 
Conference, a one-
day men’s event 
focused on spiritual 
growth, brother-
hood and bold faith, 
on Saturday, March 
7, from 8:30 a.m.-
1:15 p.m. Check-in 
begins at 8 a.m.

The theme for 2026, T3 — ‘Test. Trans-
form. Triumph.’ — draws from the pow-
erful biblical significance  of  ‘40,’ seasons 
throughout Scripture where God tests 
faith, brings transformation and prepares 
His people for victory. From Israel’s time 
in the wilderness to Jesus’ 40 days in the 
desert, these moments reveal how God 
shapes men for what comes next.

“This conference is about meeting men 
where they are and calling them forward 
— into deeper faith, stronger leadership 
and a life fully surrendered to Christ,” or-
ganizers shared.

New Hope Church is located at 213 N. 
Knights Ave. in Brandon. For tickets and 
more information, visit https://menofval-
or2026.rsvpify.com/.

Family Promise Inaugural 
Fundraising Gala: Tea With A 
Twist

Family Promise of Hillsborough Coun-
ty invites the community to its inaugu-
ral fundraising gala, ‘Tea With a Twist,’ 
on Saturday, March 28, at New Hope 
Church. This unique afternoon tea will 
feature delicious refreshments, raffles, 
community connection and the event’s 

signature surprise: a 
men’s fashion show 
that promises fun, 
style and a fresh 
take on the tradition-
al gala format.

As the organiza-
tion’s first official 
fundraising event, 
the gala is more than 
just a celebration; 
it’s a call to action. 
All proceeds direct-
ly support Family 
Promise’s mission to 
empower homeless 
and low-income fam-
ilies with children in 
Hillsborough County 

to achieve lasting independence. The 
event is open to the public. Individual 
tickets and sponsorship at www.family-
promisefl.org. New Hope Church is locat-
ed at 213 N. Knights Ave. in Brandon.

Navigator Academy of Valrico 
Leadership Day

Navigator Academy of Leadership Val-
rico, located at 1101 Bloomingdale Ave., 
in Valrico 
is excited 
to invite 
you to our 
u p c o m -
ing  Lead-
ership Day 

on Monday, March 9th!
This special event is an opportunity for 

local business and community leaders to 
visit our campus, meet our student lead-
ers, and see how the Leader in Me program 
shapes the culture, confidence, and leader-
ship skills of our students.

Guests will have the chance to:       Tour 
the campus, hear from student leaders, see 
classroom in action and learn more about 
how community partnerships support our 
school.

  It would love for you to experi-
ence the positive impact happening 
at Navigator Academy. Visit www.

navigatoracade-
myvalrico.com.

A Night At 
The Theatre

2024 inter-
national silver 
medalist Tam-

pa Bay Heralds of Harmony and 
2026 international champion 
Toast of Tampa Show Choir will 
perform ‘A Night at the Theatre’ 
on Sunday, March 8, starting at 4 
p.m. The show will take place at 
the Temple Terrace United Meth-
odist Church located at 5030 E 
Busch Blvd., in Temple Terrace. 
Visit https://hohtot.eventbrite.
com/ for tickets.

Women Of God Tampa 
Bay 5K Run To Benefit Lo-
cal Charities

Women of God, a local non-
profit women’s ministry, is a 
community of Christ-centered 
women living out their faith 
through fellowship, action and a 
life rooted in Christ. It recognizes 
the growing mental health cri-
ses and is hosting the Stephanie 
& Iris Allen 5K Memorial Walk/

Run to bring awareness, hope and heal-
ing to the community through faith. The 
event will take place at John Chesnut 
Sr. Park, located at 2200 E. Lake Rd. S. 
in Palm Harbor on Saturday, May 2. The 
benefiting charities include Women of 
God Tampa Bay, Hope for Her and One 
Another Counseling. To register for the 
event, visit https://womenofgodtampa-
bay.org/5k-memorial/.

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Men of Valor, Tea 
With A Twist, A Night 

at the Theatre & 
More......

A P O L L O P O O L S . N E T

Design Today, Dive In by Spring!

813-689-5197

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

BUILD NOW
Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!
We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!
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3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

3,200+ Homes Sold | 2,800+ 5 Star Reviews

TonyBaroni.com  | @tonybaroniteam

LOOKING TO MAKE A

WE’RE HERE TO GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

Want to know what your
home is REALLY worth? 

It was a great experience
working with Chris! He is very

professional and also fun to
work with! The rest of team is
also extremely helpful along
the closing process! Highly

recommended! - Feng

Scan the QR for free online evaluation or schedule
a walk through for the most accurate value.

5-STAR SERVICE. PROVEN RESULTS.

MOVE IN 2026?

Tony's team was with us all the
way. Explain exactly how our

property would be list and
marketed. The closing was easy,

even being 1200 miles away.
Would highly recommend you

use them. - Joseph

Kate & Heidi were an amazing
team! They went above and

beyond when it came time to
helping me choose a home from

all the way across the country. I’m
so glad I found them. They

definitely love what they do and it
shows!! - Jenn
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SEEING PATIENTS NOW.
NOT SOMEDAY. 
Welcome to a New Standard in Senior Care—Backed by Tampa General Hospital

Call (727) 877-8051 to schedule your Welcome Visit!

“I've just started with the TGH Senior Center and I must say 
that I am thoroughly satisfied with Dr. Berdasco! EVERYONE is 
pleasant, thoughtful, concerned about my health, and 
knowledgeable about their profession...always smiling and just 
making the entire visit comfortable and pleasant. I don't feel 
rushed when I'm there and any questions I have are answered 
and explained in a way that I can understand...Glad I found 
them! — Danita M. (September 2025) 

Rated 4.9 Stars on Google

 Se habla español! 

Staff Report

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF TAMPA 
BAY TO RENAME JA BIZTOWN AS 

MUMA BIZTOWN
Junior Achieve-

ment of Tampa 
Bay (JA Tampa 
Bay) recently an-
nounced that JA 
BizTown in Tam-
pa Bay and Polk 
County is now 
Muma BizTown, 
recognizing the 
long-standing and 
transformative 
support of Pam 
and Les Muma. The Mumas’ multidecade 
involvement, including a $5 million planned 
gift and $2-3 million in operational support, 
has enriched the BizTown experience for 
300,000-plus students across the region.

“This naming represents more than rec-
ognition — it reflects decades of shared 
commitment to education, opportunity and 
the future of our community,” said Richard 
George, president of Junior Achievement 
of Tampa Bay. “The Mumas’ support has 
helped ensure BizTown remains a place 
where students don’t just learn about the 
world of work but experience it in meaning-
ful, lasting ways.”

In addition to honoring the Mumas’ leg-
acy, the renaming underscores JA Tampa 
Bay’s broader growth strategy. The chapter 
is expanding to 28 3DE Schools and estab-
lishing new experiential learning centers 
across the region, prompting a moderniza-
tion of brand architecture and donor rec-
ognition that reflects both JA’s mission and 
today’s philanthropic landscape.

“We truly believe in Junior Achievement’s 
mission and the power of experiential 
learning to change lives,” said Pam Muma. 
“After so many years, we’ve seen firsthand 
how BizTown,  along with  their other  im-

pactful  education 
programs,  sparks 
confidence  and 
possibility.  We 
look forward 
to what’s ahead for 
students.”  

Strengthening 
Local Relevance 
and Community 
Ties

Aligning the 
Muma name with 

BizTown strengthens local community rele-
vance and links the program to institutions 
known for leadership in education and in-
novation, including the University of South 
Florida’s Muma College of Business and 
Tampa General’s Muma Children’s Hospital. 

From classrooms to boardrooms and 
from hospitals to innovation hubs, the 
Muma name has become synonymous with 
excellence and impact throughout the Tam-
pa Bay region. By aligning BizTown with 
this legacy, Junior Achievement of Tampa 
Bay is elevating philanthropic visibility for 
a donor whose decades of support have 
directly contributed to the program’s suc-
cess. This renaming also reinforces the 
importance of long-term partnerships in 
advancing JA’s mission.

20th Anniversary Celebration
The renaming coincides with BizTown’s 

20th anniversary. JA Tampa Bay will cele-
brate this milestone at its Spirit of Achieve-
ment event on Thursday, March 5, honor-
ing outstanding partners, educators and 
volunteers who help make Muma BizTown 
a cornerstone of experiential learning for 
students throughout Tampa Bay and Polk 
County. For more information on the orga-
nization, visit www.jatampabay.org.

Photo By Hillsborough Schools

For 24 years, the Osprey Observer has 
built its reputation on a simple but power-
ful mission: to tell the positive, hometown 
stories that matter most to local families, 
businesses and neighborhoods. Now, that 
mission is growing.

This month, the Osprey Observer an-
nounced its expansion into SouthShore with 
the launch of a brand-new local edition, 
bringing its community-focused journalism 
to one of the fastest-growing areas of the 
region. The new SouthShore edition will 
spotlight local schools, small businesses, 
nonprofits, civic leaders and everyday resi-
dents whose stories often go untold.

Founded in 2001, the Osprey Observ-
er began as a small, community-centered 
publication dedicated to celebrating what 
makes local towns unique. Over more than 
two decades, it has grown steadily, earning 
the trust of readers by focusing on solutions, 
successes and the people working to make 
their communities better. While many news 
outlets have shifted toward national head-
lines and negative coverage, the Observer 
has remained committed to uplifting, hyper-
local news.

“Communities deserve a newspaper that 

reflects their heart,” 
said the publication’s 
leadership. “South-
Shore is full of incred-
ible stories, and we’re 
excited to give them a 
platform.”

The SouthShore 
edition will follow the 
same proven model 
that has sustained the 
Osprey Observer for 
nearly a quarter cen-
tury: free distribution, 

locally written content 
and strong partnerships 
with area businesses 

and organizations. Readers can expect cov-
erage of school achievements, youth sports, 
local events, new developments and profiles 
of residents making a difference.

Local leaders and business owners have 
welcomed the expansion, noting the impor-
tance of a trusted hometown paper as the 
area continues to grow. With new neighbor-
hoods, schools and small businesses emerg-
ing across SouthShore, the need for a unify-
ing community voice has never been greater.

The Osprey Observer’s longevity in an ev-
er-changing media landscape speaks to its 
relevance and reliability. For 24 years, it has 
been a staple on kitchen tables and in local 
shops, connecting neighbors through shared 
stories and common pride.

As the SouthShore edition launches, the 
Osprey Observer is not just expanding its 
footprint — it is reaffirming its commitment 
to positive, community-driven journalism. In 
a time when good news can be hard to find, 
the paper continues to prove that home-
town stories still matter.

To submit a story idea for a future edition, 
email editor@osrpeyobserver.com or visit 
www.ospreyobserver.com.

By Marie Gilmore

AFTER 24 YEARS, OSPREY OBSERVER 
LAUNCHES NEW SOUTHSHORE EDITION

For 24 years, the Osprey Observer has shared the stories that matter 
most. Now, the team is proud to bring its trusted, hometown 

journalism to SouthShore.
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Assisted Living & Memory Care

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

We treasure every resident and provide 
personalized, enriching experiences that 
brighten each day. Live as independently as 
you like in assisted living or benefi t from our 
specially designed memory care services.

Monthly specials ~ Call us for the current exclusive offer!Call us for the current exclusive offer!

Call 813.278.5802 today 
to schedule a tour or request 

more information.
TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd. 
Riverview, FL 33569

After six years of 
practicing acupunc-
ture in Sarasota, Dr. 
Ashley Carlson has 
expanded her practice 
with the opening of a 
new office in Brandon, 
bringing her work clos-
er to home.

A licensed acu-
puncture physician 
and doctor of oriental 
medicine in the state 
of Florida, Dr. Carlson 
is also certified by the 
National Certification 
Commission for Acu-
puncture and Oriental Med-
icine. Her path to medicine 
began at the University of 
South Florida, where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biomedical science. While 
originally planning a ca-
reer in pharmacy, her own 
health challenges shifted 
her direction.

“I was getting five to 10 migraines a 
month,” Dr. Carlson shared. “I tried pharma-
ceuticals and injections, but I experienced 
strange side effects, and nothing really 
worked.”

Seeking a more natural approach, acu-
puncture relieved her migraines and gave 
her a new calling. Dr. Carlson attended East 
West College of Natural Medicine, earning 
a bachelor’s degree in health science and a 
master’s degree in oriental medicine. She is 
currently completing her doctoral program 
with a focus on reproductive health, ortho-
pedics and cancer care.

While pain relief is the most common rea-

son patients seek acu-
puncture, Dr. Carlson em-
phasizes that its benefits 
extend far beyond that.

“Most people don’t 
think about acupuncture 
for chronic conditions 
like insomnia, anxiety 
or digestive issues,” she 
explained. “Many peo-
ple are in so much pain 
they can’t sleep, or their 
minds just won’t shut off. 
Acupuncture helps bal-
ance the system so the 
body can rest and reset.”

Becoming licensed in 
Florida requires four board 
certifications and exten-
sive training. “We have to 
complete Western medicine 
boards, and we also have the 
Chinese herbal board,” Dr. 
Carlson noted. “We still go 
through all of the anatomy 
and physiology classes re-

quired in Western medicine, plus we study 
Western and Eastern nutrition.”

What she values most is seeing real 
change in her patients.

“Helping people regain quality of life is the 
most rewarding part,” she said. “Watching 
someone recover mobility after a stroke or 
improve their speech through acupuncture 
is incredible. This medicine is minimally inva-
sive and has virtually no side effects.”

If you have a fear of needles, she also pro-
vides other traditional Chinese medicines, 
such as acupressure, cupping, moxibustion, 
tui na and Chinese herbs. To schedule an ap-
pointment, visit https://floatingspringsacu.
com/ or call 813-535-0693.

By Denise Sansosti 

LICENSED ACUPUNCTURE PHYSICIAN 
OFFERS NATURAL RELIEF BEYOND PAIN

Dr. Ashley Carlson now offers private one-
to-one treatment and consultations in her 

Brandon office. 

Advertise in this directory for just $50 per ad, or as low as
$200 per month ... (INCLUDES ALL 5 EDITIONS) 

Call Us Today! (813) 657-2418  or Visit OspreyObserver.com

Residential and Commercial 
(813)716-9196 

TNTtermiteandpestcontrol.com 
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED 

“DYNAMITE CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(813) 468-8574

PEST CONTROL HEAT & AC HEAT & AC

Residential & Commercial 
Installation & Repair 

Commercial Refrigeration 

(813) 671-2555
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Y ASPHALT SEALCOATING

SULLIVAN ASPHALT SEALERS
30 years of serving customers!

Residential & Commercial

Sealer Hand-Applied
Cracks and Pot Holes Filled

Veterans’ Discounts
Free Quotes

(813) 394-0915

ASPHALT SEALCOATING

BENT WHEEL?
BROKEN MIRROR?

BRANDON AUTO SERVICESBRANDON AUTO SERVICES

WE’VE GOT THE PART YOU NEED
— AT A PRICE YOU’LL LOVE!

Foreign Cars • Domestic Cars
• SUVs • Light Trucks

LARGE INVENTORY OF
QUALITY USED PARTS

813-689-8131
3159 E. State Road 60, Valrico

Locally owned and ready to help you
get back on the road!

Schedule A Tour Visit Our WebsiteSchedule A Tour Visit Our Website
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The Brenda Wade Team Loves SOLD Signs!

#1 �esidential �esale Agent in

Hillsborough County!

With $140 MILLION Sold 
n ����!

We Sell MORE Houses!

We Sell 
or HIGHER �ri�es�

And We Take GREAT Care �� YOU!

Call Brenda To Get Your SOLD Sign 
n ����!

 

BrendaWade.com • Direct: 813-924-8677 • Office: 813-655-5333 • Brenda@BrendaWade.com

Top Producer
2002-2025

7 LOT 7 105 LOCUST DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

109 BUTLER RD 114 LAUREL TREE WAY 121 BUTLER RD 122 BROOKOVER LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

127 WINDY PL 201 MOCCASIN HOLLOW RD

SO
LD

206 ELM VIEW CT

700 S HARBOUR ISLAND BLVD #547 709 GRAND CANYON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

733 SKY SHADE DR 806 FIG TREE LN 807 BELLE TIMBRE AVE 826 OAK PARK PL

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

831 VINO VERDE CIR 911 KIRKCALDY WAY

SO
LD

916 EAGLE LN

1210 HARBOUR BLUE ST 1318 RIVERFIELD CT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1425 SHELL FLOWER DR 1461 HARBOUR WALK RD 1521 BRILLIANT CUT WAY 1603 SCOTCH PINE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1806 DERBYWOOD DR 1807 PARKWOOD DR

SO
LD

2015 BRANCH TREE LN

2245 EAGLE BLUFF DR 2308 S CAROLINA AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2406 NATURES CT 2409 BUCKHORN RUN DR 2440 E DEL WEBB BLVD 2502 WRENCREST CIR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2504 OAK LANDING DR 2515 CROSS MORE ST

SO
LD

2524 LAURELWOOD LN

2848 MOSSY TIMBER TRL 2902 WINDING TRAIL DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2924 VALENCIA RIDGE ST 2934 WILDERNESS BLVD E 3004 W MASON ST #B 3012 COLONIAL RIDGE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3012 MAGNOLIA MEADOWS DR 3033 WISTER CIR

SO
LD

3041 COLONIAL RIDGE DR

3301 STONEBRIDGE TRL 3506 PINE KNOT DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3511 CAPITAL RESERVE DR 3601 SAVANNAH LAKE PL 3610 SAVANNAH LAKE PL 3712 EAGLEWOOD ST

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3717 QUAIL NESTING PL 3765 MAXWELL PARK DR

SO
LD

3798 PLAINVIEW DR

4524 SPRING RD 4531 RIVER OVERLOOK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

4614 RIVER CLOSE BLVD 4643 JOHN MOORE RD 4720 POND RIDGE DR 4950 BAYSHORE BLVD #1

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5070 SAN MARTINO DR 5112 TWIN CREEKS DR

SO
LD

5157 BLACK BIRCH TRL

5704 TPC BLVD 5728 WATERCOLOR DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5732 STOCKPORT ST 5745 SKYTOP DR 5803 TANAGERSIDE RD 5823 AUDUBON MANOR BLVD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5903 CHERT HILL LN 5909 SANDHILL RIDGE DR

SO
LD

6003 TEALSIDE CT

6727 SIMMONS LOOP 7136 COLONY POINTE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

7628 INTREPID RD 7885 BRISTOL PARK DR 8337 LAGERFELD DR 8417 MOULTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

8611 PARKWAY CIR 9511 LAUREL LEDGE DR

SO
LD

9827 SORBONNE LOOP

10333 SUMMER AZURE DR 10414 WICKER PARK PL

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10425 HALLMARK BLVD 10577 CALLUNA DR 10813 DIXON DR 10929 BROOKSNEST CT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10943 VERAWOOD DR 11025 WINTER CREST DR

SO
LD

11110 SWANSEA ST

11512 RAULERSON RD 11521 LAKE LUCAYA DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11524 RIVER COUNTRY DR 11531 CAMBIUM CROWN DR 11567 WESTON COURSE LOOP 11813 MILE MARSH DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11882 FROST ASTER DR 11931 SAND MYRTLE RD

SO
LD

12004 CINNAMON FERN DR

13903 NATURES RESERVE DR 14015 KINGFISHER GLEN DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

14153 HOLINESS CHURCH RD 14208 CREEK RUN DR 14834 PADDOCK POND AVE 15063 RIDER PASS DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

15305 FISHHAWK 
PRESERVE DR

15422 STARLING CROSSING DR

SO
LD

15511 AVOCETVIEW CT

302 OLD MULRENNAN RD 345 BAYSHORE BLVD #1104

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

501 LIVELY DR 505 CENTERBROOK DR 511 COULTER RD 521 ERIE AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

538 SUMMER SAILS DR 559 KENSINGTON LAKE CIR

SO
LD

612 SAINT HENRY DR

918 JOHN CRESSLER DR 1005 SONESTA AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1007 LAKEWOOD DR 1015 SEAGRAPE DR 1034 S MOUNT CARMEL RD 1108 BUCK CREEK

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1116 SAVANNAH LANDINGS AVE 1134 TRACEY ANN LOOP

SO
LD

1208 CARRIAGE PARK DR

2112 PURPLE ORCHID PL 2114 GOLF MANOR BLVD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2117 LAINDALE PL 2117 VALTERRA VISTA WAY 2120 GOLF MANOR BLVD 2131 GOLDEN OAK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2221 BROADWAY VIEW AVE 2226 N CREEK CT

SO
LD

2234 LENNOX DALE LN

2542 CLARESIDE DR 2601 BROOKVILLE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2609 W CLEVELAND ST #B 2626 BERRYFIELD PL 2677 NORTHWOOD PARK ST 2707 N WOODROW AVE #2

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2727 COLEWOOD LN 2821 HOLLY BLUFF CT

SO
LD

2829 52ND AVE S

3107 RED LION DR 3115 BENT CREEK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3125 S MILLER RD 3146 BEAVER POND TRL 3203 BEAVER POND TRL 3212 JOHN MOORE RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3218 STONEBRIDGE TRL 3280 MANGROVE POINT DR

SO
LD

3301 RIVER WOODS DR

3809 BARBARA LEE CV 3817 COLD CREEK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3914 TURKEY OAK DR 3934 CEDAR CAY CIR 4002 W BAY TO BAY BLVD 4008 GREENMARK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

4114 W INMAN AVE 4424 TEVALO DR

SO
LD

4439 DEVINSHIRE FIELDS LOOP

5208 CANDLER VIEW DR 5249 MOON SHELL DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5309 ALAFIA FALLS DR 5314 ALAFIA FALLS DR 5318 CANDLER VIEW DR 5342 98TH AVE E

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5407 TWIN CREEKS DR 5411 STARLING RIDGE DR

SO
LD

5608 FREESTONE CIR

6007 BURROWING OWL PL 6011 HAMMOCK HILL AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

6021 FLATWOODS MANOR CIR 6030 SANDHILL RIDGE DR 6112 IBISPARK DR 6115 SHADOWLAKE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

6120 WATERCOLOR DR 6359 JOURNEY WAY

SO
LD

6644 PAR CT

9931 BAY DR 10015 REMINGTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10108 GOLDEN WONDER LN 10130 PADDOCK OAKS DR 10208 POPS CT 10212 HOLLAND RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10222 EVENING TRAIL DR 10262 KEY DEER WAY

SO
LD

10282 KEY DEER WAY

11139 WINTHROP LAKE DR 11143 WINTHROP LAKE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11162 SPRING POINT CIR 11205 LARK LANDING CT 11229 HAWKS FERN DR 11308 GREAT NECK RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11309 GRAND PARK AVE 11350 HAWKS FERN DR

SO
LD

11457 CAMBRAY CREEK LOOP

12102 HAZEN AVE 12402 CREEK EDGE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

12846 TALLOWOOD DR 12902 BROOKSIDE MOSS DR 13111 BAHIA GRASS LN 13121 EARLY RUN LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

13146 HOMESTEAD LN 13163 PASTURE VIEW LOOP

SO
LD

13621 CIRCA CROSSING DR

15625 HAWKS CREST LOOP 15740 STARLING WATER DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

15810 STARLING WATER DR 15817 SORAWATER DR 16421 66TH LN E 17112 FALCONRIDGE RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

17616 BRIGHT WHEAT DR 17721 BRIGHT WHEAT DR

SO
LD

17838 MISSION OAK DR

17920 BURNT OAK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

18202 BLEDSOE LOOP 18332 RAMBLE ON WAY

SO
LD

18531 LITHIA RANCH RD 19462 PADDOCK VIEW DR 31147 WHINSENTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

32840 3RD AVE
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The Brenda Wade Team Loves SOLD Signs!

#1 �esidential �esale Agent in

Hillsborough County!

With $140 MILLION Sold 
n ����!

We Sell MORE Houses!

We Sell 
or HIGHER �ri�es�

And We Take GREAT Care �� YOU!

Call Brenda To Get Your SOLD Sign 
n ����!

 

BrendaWade.com • Direct: 813-924-8677 • Office: 813-655-5333 • Brenda@BrendaWade.com

Top Producer
2002-2025

7 LOT 7 105 LOCUST DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

109 BUTLER RD 114 LAUREL TREE WAY 121 BUTLER RD 122 BROOKOVER LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

127 WINDY PL 201 MOCCASIN HOLLOW RD

SO
LD

206 ELM VIEW CT

700 S HARBOUR ISLAND BLVD #547 709 GRAND CANYON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

733 SKY SHADE DR 806 FIG TREE LN 807 BELLE TIMBRE AVE 826 OAK PARK PL

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

831 VINO VERDE CIR 911 KIRKCALDY WAY

SO
LD

916 EAGLE LN

1210 HARBOUR BLUE ST 1318 RIVERFIELD CT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1425 SHELL FLOWER DR 1461 HARBOUR WALK RD 1521 BRILLIANT CUT WAY 1603 SCOTCH PINE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1806 DERBYWOOD DR 1807 PARKWOOD DR

SO
LD

2015 BRANCH TREE LN

2245 EAGLE BLUFF DR 2308 S CAROLINA AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2406 NATURES CT 2409 BUCKHORN RUN DR 2440 E DEL WEBB BLVD 2502 WRENCREST CIR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2504 OAK LANDING DR 2515 CROSS MORE ST

SO
LD

2524 LAURELWOOD LN

2848 MOSSY TIMBER TRL 2902 WINDING TRAIL DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2924 VALENCIA RIDGE ST 2934 WILDERNESS BLVD E 3004 W MASON ST #B 3012 COLONIAL RIDGE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3012 MAGNOLIA MEADOWS DR 3033 WISTER CIR

SO
LD

3041 COLONIAL RIDGE DR

3301 STONEBRIDGE TRL 3506 PINE KNOT DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3511 CAPITAL RESERVE DR 3601 SAVANNAH LAKE PL 3610 SAVANNAH LAKE PL 3712 EAGLEWOOD ST

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3717 QUAIL NESTING PL 3765 MAXWELL PARK DR

SO
LD

3798 PLAINVIEW DR

4524 SPRING RD 4531 RIVER OVERLOOK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

4614 RIVER CLOSE BLVD 4643 JOHN MOORE RD 4720 POND RIDGE DR 4950 BAYSHORE BLVD #1

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5070 SAN MARTINO DR 5112 TWIN CREEKS DR

SO
LD

5157 BLACK BIRCH TRL

5704 TPC BLVD 5728 WATERCOLOR DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5732 STOCKPORT ST 5745 SKYTOP DR 5803 TANAGERSIDE RD 5823 AUDUBON MANOR BLVD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5903 CHERT HILL LN 5909 SANDHILL RIDGE DR

SO
LD

6003 TEALSIDE CT

6727 SIMMONS LOOP 7136 COLONY POINTE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

7628 INTREPID RD 7885 BRISTOL PARK DR 8337 LAGERFELD DR 8417 MOULTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

8611 PARKWAY CIR 9511 LAUREL LEDGE DR

SO
LD

9827 SORBONNE LOOP

10333 SUMMER AZURE DR 10414 WICKER PARK PL

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10425 HALLMARK BLVD 10577 CALLUNA DR 10813 DIXON DR 10929 BROOKSNEST CT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10943 VERAWOOD DR 11025 WINTER CREST DR

SO
LD

11110 SWANSEA ST

11512 RAULERSON RD 11521 LAKE LUCAYA DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11524 RIVER COUNTRY DR 11531 CAMBIUM CROWN DR 11567 WESTON COURSE LOOP 11813 MILE MARSH DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11882 FROST ASTER DR 11931 SAND MYRTLE RD

SO
LD

12004 CINNAMON FERN DR

13903 NATURES RESERVE DR 14015 KINGFISHER GLEN DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

14153 HOLINESS CHURCH RD 14208 CREEK RUN DR 14834 PADDOCK POND AVE 15063 RIDER PASS DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

15305 FISHHAWK 
PRESERVE DR

15422 STARLING CROSSING DR

SO
LD

15511 AVOCETVIEW CT

302 OLD MULRENNAN RD 345 BAYSHORE BLVD #1104

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

501 LIVELY DR 505 CENTERBROOK DR 511 COULTER RD 521 ERIE AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

538 SUMMER SAILS DR 559 KENSINGTON LAKE CIR

SO
LD

612 SAINT HENRY DR

918 JOHN CRESSLER DR 1005 SONESTA AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1007 LAKEWOOD DR 1015 SEAGRAPE DR 1034 S MOUNT CARMEL RD 1108 BUCK CREEK

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

1116 SAVANNAH LANDINGS AVE 1134 TRACEY ANN LOOP

SO
LD

1208 CARRIAGE PARK DR

2112 PURPLE ORCHID PL 2114 GOLF MANOR BLVD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2117 LAINDALE PL 2117 VALTERRA VISTA WAY 2120 GOLF MANOR BLVD 2131 GOLDEN OAK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2221 BROADWAY VIEW AVE 2226 N CREEK CT

SO
LD

2234 LENNOX DALE LN

2542 CLARESIDE DR 2601 BROOKVILLE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2609 W CLEVELAND ST #B 2626 BERRYFIELD PL 2677 NORTHWOOD PARK ST 2707 N WOODROW AVE #2

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

2727 COLEWOOD LN 2821 HOLLY BLUFF CT

SO
LD

2829 52ND AVE S

3107 RED LION DR 3115 BENT CREEK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3125 S MILLER RD 3146 BEAVER POND TRL 3203 BEAVER POND TRL 3212 JOHN MOORE RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3218 STONEBRIDGE TRL 3280 MANGROVE POINT DR

SO
LD

3301 RIVER WOODS DR

3809 BARBARA LEE CV 3817 COLD CREEK DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

3914 TURKEY OAK DR 3934 CEDAR CAY CIR 4002 W BAY TO BAY BLVD 4008 GREENMARK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

4114 W INMAN AVE 4424 TEVALO DR

SO
LD

4439 DEVINSHIRE FIELDS LOOP

5208 CANDLER VIEW DR 5249 MOON SHELL DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5309 ALAFIA FALLS DR 5314 ALAFIA FALLS DR 5318 CANDLER VIEW DR 5342 98TH AVE E

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5407 TWIN CREEKS DR 5411 STARLING RIDGE DR

SO
LD

5608 FREESTONE CIR

6007 BURROWING OWL PL 6011 HAMMOCK HILL AVE

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

6021 FLATWOODS MANOR CIR 6030 SANDHILL RIDGE DR 6112 IBISPARK DR 6115 SHADOWLAKE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

6120 WATERCOLOR DR 6359 JOURNEY WAY

SO
LD

6644 PAR CT

9931 BAY DR 10015 REMINGTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10108 GOLDEN WONDER LN 10130 PADDOCK OAKS DR 10208 POPS CT 10212 HOLLAND RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

10222 EVENING TRAIL DR 10262 KEY DEER WAY

SO
LD

10282 KEY DEER WAY

11139 WINTHROP LAKE DR 11143 WINTHROP LAKE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11162 SPRING POINT CIR 11205 LARK LANDING CT 11229 HAWKS FERN DR 11308 GREAT NECK RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

11309 GRAND PARK AVE 11350 HAWKS FERN DR

SO
LD

11457 CAMBRAY CREEK LOOP

12102 HAZEN AVE 12402 CREEK EDGE DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

12846 TALLOWOOD DR 12902 BROOKSIDE MOSS DR 13111 BAHIA GRASS LN 13121 EARLY RUN LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

13146 HOMESTEAD LN 13163 PASTURE VIEW LOOP

SO
LD

13621 CIRCA CROSSING DR

15625 HAWKS CREST LOOP 15740 STARLING WATER DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

15810 STARLING WATER DR 15817 SORAWATER DR 16421 66TH LN E 17112 FALCONRIDGE RD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

17616 BRIGHT WHEAT DR 17721 BRIGHT WHEAT DR

SO
LD

17838 MISSION OAK DR

17920 BURNT OAK LN

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

18202 BLEDSOE LOOP 18332 RAMBLE ON WAY

SO
LD

18531 LITHIA RANCH RD 19462 PADDOCK VIEW DR 31147 WHINSENTON DR

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

32840 3RD AVE
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Pastor Jason Millsaps, 
worship pastor at Bell 
Shoals Church, is draw-
ing attention beyond the 
altar this month after his 
debut memoir, From 37 
Yards to Kona, climbed 
to No. 1 on Amazon in tri-
athlon book categories.

The book was re-
leased on January 6 and 
reached No. 1 in both tri-
athlon books and Kindle 
triathlon. Pastor Mill-
saps said it also ranked 
among the top new re-
leases in multiple sports 
training categories and 
has earned dozens of 
five-star reviews. The 
memoir includes en-
dorsements from Mike Reilly, 
known as the ‘Voice of IRON-
MAN’; James Lawrence, also 
known as the ‘Iron Cowboy’; 
and professional triathlete 
Meredith Kessler.

A Valrico resident since 
2014, Pastor Millsaps said 
the book follows his jour-
ney from 2012, when he 
could not swim more than 
37 yards without stopping, 
to competing at the IRON-
MAN World Championships 
in Kona, Hawaii, in 2024 and Nice, France, 
in 2025. He pursued the goal while continu-
ing his ministry work, supporting his family 
and recovering from two back surgeries.

Pastor Millsaps said the turning point 
came when he recognized how far his 
health had slipped and decided it was 
time to change.

“I feel like 
every one of us 
has our 37 yards 
in something, 
something that 
just seems im-
possible,” Pastor 
Millsaps said. 
“In ministry and 
life, God doesn’t 
always remove 
obstacles. He 
simply shows us 
what is possible 
when you refuse 
to quit.”

Pastor Mill-
saps said the 
process was 
built on consis-
tent effort and 

showing up even on 
difficult days. After 
more than a year of 
training, he complet-
ed his first full-dis-
tance IRONMAN at 
IRONMAN Arizona 
in November 2013. 
Since then, he has 
finished 16 full-dis-
tance IRONMAN 
races.

Pastor Millsaps 
has also expanded 

into coaching. He is a certified USA Triath-
lon coach and launched 121 Tri Coaching, 
a name inspired by Hebrews 12:1 and its 
message to “run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us.”

Readers can search for From 37 Yards to 
Kona: How the Worst Swim of My Life Led 
to Triathlon’s Biggest Stage on Amazon.

By Olivia Clark

WORSHIP PASTOR SWIMS FROM 37 
YARDS TO AMAZON’S NO. 1 SPOT

Pastor Jason Millsaps, worship pastor at Bell 
Shoals Church, recently released his debut memoir, 

From 37 Yards to Kona.

GTE Finan-
cial’s nationally 
recognized Fam-
ily Motor Fest 
returned for its 
third and largest 
year yet, draw-
ing an estimated 
8,000 attend-
ees and show-
casing more 
than 2,500 
vehicles at The 
Motor Enclave 
on November 
22, 2025. The event 
marked the first 
time the popular 
festival was hosted 
at the motorsports 
destination and was 
free and open to the 
community.

Family Motor Fest 
has become one of 
GTE Financial’s signature community events, 
combining a love of cars with a mission to 
support education. The festival serves as the 
credit union’s largest annual fundraiser ben-
efiting the GTE Scholarship Program, which 
has awarded more than $1 million to local 
students over the past 12 years. The schol-
arship supports students who demonstrate 
academic achievement, leadership and a 
strong commitment to community involve-
ment.

“Receiving the GTE Financial Scholarship 
changed everything for me,” said Lleyton 
Dayes, a University of Florida student and 
scholarship recipient. “It helped relieve the 
financial stress of college and showed me 
that my community believes in my potential. 
Events like Family Motor Fest make those 

opportunities pos-
sible for students 
like me.”

This year’s 
expanded ven-
ue allowed for 
a broader range 
of attractions 
and experiences. 
Guests lined up 
throughout the 
day for autocross 
thrill rides, where 
professional driv-
ers delivered 

high-speed precision laps in 
performance vehicles. The 
Enclave Race Lab Challenge, 
a racing simulator compe-
tition, drew enthusiastic 
participation as attendees 
competed for the fastest 
lap. Professional-driven, off-
road thrill rides also gave 
visitors a chance to expe-

rience dirt, rocks and steep terrain on The 
Motor Enclave’s exclusive off-road course.

“Family Motor Fest continues to be one 
of our most exciting traditions,” said Brian 
Best, president and CEO of GTE Financial. 
“It’s a celebration of cars, community and 
education.”

Event organizers said the festival’s contin-
ued growth reflects both community sup-
port and its expanding educational mission.

While the event was free to attend, the 
GTE Scholarship Program is sustained 
through the generous support of corporate 
sponsorships and private donations. Addi-
tional funding is generated through on-site 
vendor partnerships.

For more information, visit the website at, 
visit https://themotorenclave.com/.

By Brian Bokor

GTE FINANCIAL’S FAMILY MOTOR FEST 
DRAWS 8,000 IN RECORD YEAR

The Motor Enclave Founder/CEO Brad Oleshansky (L) with 
Isaac Baker - Finishing Touch Auto Spa

Independent Living
With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living
“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Care
“Living the present...cherishing the past.”

Home feels like to me

Call for details and pricing!
813-607-6880

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511 

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES 

UPCOMING CLASSES
Breastfeeding 101

Monday, March 2
Childbirth Preparation

Saturday, February 28 | Saturday, March 14
  Infant Massage

Classes TBD
Prenatal Yoga

Thursday, March 19
Maternity Tour

Sunday, March 1 l Tuesday, March 10
Sunday, March 15 l Monday, March 23

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall

health and wellness.

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

844.630.5295

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

Scan the QR
code to learn

more & register
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NOW Accepting New Patients
Call today to schedule an appointment.

813-530-0903
631 W. Lumsden Rd. | Brandon, FL 33511

Layla Rothman was crowned queen of 
the 91st annual Florida Strawberry Festi-
val Queen’s Scholarship Pageant, held on 
the evening of January 17 on the festival 
grounds. Layla Rothman was selected from 
a competitive field of 32 contestants. Mar-
ley Mueller was named first maid, with 
court members Cadence Cape, Addison 
Griffin, and Addison Pope rounding out the 
royal court. 

Brooke Browning was named Miss Con-
geniality, an honor voted on by fellow con-
testants and awarded to the participant 
who best exemplifies kindness, sportsman-
ship and camaraderie throughout the com-
petition. Browning is a junior at Strawber-
ry Crest High School. 

“Words cannot describe how incredibly 
blessed I am to have this opportunity to 
serve a community that has been nothing 
but gracious to me my entire life,” said 
Layla Rothman. “I have dreamed of being 
able to represent the Florida Strawberry 
Festival and make every single person who 
walks into those festival gates feel seen and 

cared for. God has been with me through-
out this entire journey, and I pray He will 
continue to shine through me. Thank you 
so much, everyone, for the unwavering 
support — I couldn’t be more excited for 
BerryFest26!”

Layla Rothman is the daughter of Mark 
and Rebecca Rothman and a senior at 
Plant City High School. Among her awards 
and accolades, she is dual enrolled at Hills-
borough Community College, ranked in the 
top 7 percent of her class and is a member 
of the National Honor Society. 

The Florida Strawberry Festival Queen’s 
Scholarship Pageant is sponsored by the 
Plant City Lions Club. The competition in-
cludes five components: a personal inter-
view, on-stage speaking, casual wear, eve-
ning wear and an impromptu question. 

“The Queen’s Pageant remains one of the 
most meaningful traditions of the Florida 
Strawberry Festival, and this year’s con-
testants set a remarkable standard,” said 
Florida Strawberry Festival President Kyle 
Robinson. “Each young lady displayed im-

pressive talent, confidence and poise, mak-
ing the selection process especially diffi-
cult. We are honored to welcome our new 
queen and court and are confident these 
five young ladies will represent the festival 
with pride and professionalism throughout 
their year of service.” 

Throughout the year, the queen and her 
court will make more than 80 appearances, 
representing the Florida Strawberry Festi-
val and the Plant City community at vari-
ous local and regional events. The festival 
serves as their home base, where they will 
meet visitors and participate in a variety 
of activities during the 11-day celebration. 

The 91st annual Florida Strawberry Fes-
tival will take place from Thursday, Febru-
ary 26, through Sunday, March 8, in Plant 
City. Festival hours are 10 a.m.-11 p.m. dai-
ly and will feature a wide variety of enter-
tainment, exhibits, food, livestock shows, 
rides, games and competitions. Headline 
entertainment on the Wish Farms Sound-
stage includes Alabama, Jo Dee Messina, 
Jamey Johnson, Lonestar, Ty Myers, Riley 

Green featuring Hannah McFarland, The 
Oak Ridge Boys, Legends of Love, Sandi 
Patty, Lauren Daigle, Forrest Frank, The 
Offspring, Joan Jett & The Blackhearts 
and more. 

“We are also incredibly grateful to the 
Plant City Lions Club for their hard work 
and dedication,” Robinson added. “Their 
organization plays a vital role in creating 
an event that is exceptional year after 
year, and their commitment to this tradi-
tion does not go unnoticed.”

About the Florida Strawberry Festival 
The Florida Strawberry Festival is a 

time-honored tradition in Eastern Hills-
borough County celebrating the strawber-
ry harvest with agricultural showcases, 
live entertainment, and community festiv-
ities. Each year, the festival attracts more 
than 650,000 visitors to Plant City for 11 
days of fun, food and entertainment. 

For more information, visit https://fl-
strawberryfestival.com/ and follow the 
Festival on Facebook, Instagram, X, Tik-
Tok and YouTube (#BerryFest26). 

Staff Report

QUEEN AND COURT SELECTED FOR 91ST FLORIDA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

Layla Rothman was crowned queen of the 91st Annual Florida Strawberry Festival 
Queen’s Scholarship Pageant. She is joined by First Maid Marley Mueller and court 

members Cadence Cape, Addison Griffin, and Addison Pope.
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$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

3/31/2026

3/31/2026

10524 CR 672  l  813-499-0884  l  NOW OPEN! 
11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview  l  813-499-9606

$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon | www.laseptimacafe.com
Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday

30 Years in Brandon!

$49.95 $49.95 

FAMILY MEALS
(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)

All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOICE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 lbs)

Ropa Vieja (2 lbs)
Lechon Asado (2 lbs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)

Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)

Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters)

LeAnne Crabtree of Seffner is an author, 
a motivational speaker and the owner of 
LeAnne’s Old Fashioned Cookie. Her cookies 
have been warming the hearts and igniting 
the taste buds of her customers for more 
than 36 years.

Crabtree is known for having a servant’s 
heart and giving back to her community 
whenever she gets the chance. Her two 
books, God Has a Sweet Tooth and The En-
courager, have inspired many people in our 
community.

“I love being a part of this community and 
giving back to it when I can,” Crabtree said. 

In addition to being a baker, entrepre-
neur, motivational speaker and author, 
Crabtree can now add ‘performer’ to her 
resume.

“Ever since I was little, I loved playing the 
flute,” Crabtree said. “I always wanted to 
have my own gold flute made by the Wm. 
S. Haynes Company. My father’s friend had 
one of their flutes, and he let me play it. It 
was an absolutely amazing experience that 
I have carried with me my entire life.”

The Wm. S. Haynes Company is one of the 

oldest flute-making 
companies in the 
world. The compa-
ny started in 1888 
making wood flutes. 
By the 1920s, it 
started making sil-
ver flutes. In 1935, 
the Wm. S. Haynes 
Company made the 
first American plat-
inum flute for the 
leading flutist of the 
time, Georges Bar-
rère.

The Haynes Com-
pany has such a long 

and rich history that it is no wonder some 
of the most eminent flutists in the world are 
so attached to their Haynes instruments..

“The company makes a solid gold flute 
what I absolutely fell in love with when I 
saw it,” Crabtree said. “I knew owning a 
gold flute was something I would never 
have, or so I thought.”

One day, while her husband was at work, 
God spoke to him and told him his wife 
deserved to have her dream come true of 
owning the gold flute, Crabtree said.

“When he came home from work, he 
told me what God had told him and he said 
to me, ‘We are going to get you your gold 
flute,’ and I was in total shock,” Crabtree 
said. “It took a few months, but when it ar-
rived, I was so thankful.”

Crabtree did a live unboxing of her flute 
on her Facebook page and even played it for 
her followers. 

“I love how my flute has helped me to in-
spire so many people,” Crabtree said. “It’s 
truly a gift from God.”

For more, visit her website directly at 
www.leannecrabtree.com.

By Libby Hopkins

STRIKING GOLD: LEANNE’S COOKIE 
OWNER RECEIVES CUSTOM FLUTE

LeAnne Crabtree of Seffner poses with her solid gold flute from the Wm. S. 
Haynes Company, a lifelong dream that now plays a role in her motivational 

speaking as she continues to inspire the community.

Taco Dirty is bringing a 
fresh take on fast-casual 
Mexican dining to River-
view with a menu built 
around quality ingredients, 
bold flavors and complete 
customization. Located 
at 10460 Stelling Dr., the 
restaurant gives guests the 
freedom to create tacos, 
bowls, burritos and nachos 
tailored to their tastes.

The Taco Dirty concept 
focuses on fresh, thoughtfully sourced in-
gredients and a build-your-own format 
that appeals to a wide range of dietary 
preferences. Guests can choose from multi-
ple bowl bases, add fresh vegetables, select 
from flavorful proteins and finish their meal 
with a variety of house-made sauces. The 
menu includes gluten-friendly, dairy-free, 
vegan and vegetarian options, while also 
offering antibiotic-free chicken and steak.

Popular menu items include signature 
bowls, such as the pineapple chicken, fea-
turing brown rice, black beans, grilled 
ancho chicken, pineapple salsa and guac 
sauce, and the Ybor bowl, made with avo-
cado citrus rice, black beans, lime and sour 

orange chicken, 
lime-jalapeño corn 
salad and buffalo 
avocado sauce. 
Taco Dirty also 
offers desserts, 
including its well-
known chocolate 
chip churro cook-
ies, which are veg-
an and gluten-free.

Taco Dirty is 
owned by Tam-
pa-based Ciccio 
Restaurant Group, 

a hospitality company 
known for developing 
neighborhood-focused 
restaurants. The group’s 
philosophy emphasizes 
partnership, team collab-
oration and community 
connection, allowing each 
restaurant to maintain its 
own identity while deliv-
ering consistent quality. 
That approach is reflect-

ed at Taco Dirty, where attention to fresh 
ingredients, efficient service and a welcom-
ing atmosphere remains a priority.

In addition to its food offerings, Taco 
Dirty features happy hour daily from 2-6 
p.m., making it a convenient option for both 
lunch and dinner. The Riverview restaurant 
represents an expansion of the Taco Dirty 
brand, which also operates a Tampa loca-
tion at 2221 W. Platt St.

With its customizable menu, fresh ingre-
dients and community-driven approach, 
Taco Dirty continues to establish itself as 
a go-to destination for fast-casual Mexican 
dining in the Tampa Bay area. More infor-
mation is available at www.tacodirty.com.

By Olivia Clark

The Taco Dirty Riverview location at 10460 Stelling Dr. offers fast-casual Mexican 
dining with a focus on quality and flavor.

NEW TACO DIRTY SERVES FRESH, 
CUSTOMIZABLE FLAVOR

NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529

NOW, MORE THAN EVER,
WE REALIZE 

THE 
IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY.  
Have you taken the TIME 
to do your Will or Trust? 

Remember, you are 
not doing it for yourself... 
you are doing it for THEM.

 
 

 
2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE 

VALRICO 33596 
 THOMAS@TOMGALLOLAW.COM 

813-815-4529

NOW, MORE THAN EVER

proudly supports

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Have you taken the TIME
to do your Will or Trust?

Remember, you are
not doing it for yourself...

you are doing it for THEM.

WE REALIZE
THE

IMPORTANCE 
OF FAMILY
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BUSINESS TECH

SUPPORT

20 PLUS YEARS 

CALL CHUCK 

HAVE QUESTIONS?

BRANDON
COMPUTER

GEEKS
813-508-1060
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Let us help take the burden 
of retirement and estate 
planning off your mind.

Call Today for your
Free Consultation.
813-627-0872

CUSTOM HAIR

THE LOOK YOUWANT, WITHOUT THE SOUTH TAMPA PRICE!

Thin Hair?
For the hair you’ve always wanted!

Since 1969

customhairtampabay.com • APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE
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• FREE CONSULTATION!
• EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR TOPPERS,
WIGS & BLENDS

• NON-SURGICAL BONDING options for
active men & women

• Chemotherapy and Alopecia Specialists
• Largest In-Stock Selection in Tampa Bay
• Non-Surgical Hair Replacement for Men

CLEARWATER MALL
727-725-1052

BRANDON
813-651-9484

TAMPA
813-932-5327

Wanda Ruth Simmons Westbrook 
passed away the month before Christmas, 
at the age of 95. With her passing, River-
view lost one of its last living connections 
to the families who shaped the community 
long before paved roads, interstate high-
ways and large-scale development.

Wanda Westbrook was the last surviving 
child of Herman G. Simmons and Mildred 
Long Simmons. She grew up in a Riverview 
of dirt roads, open land and working farms 
and lived to see it become the community 
it is today.

The Simmons family’s roots in South Hill-
sborough County trace back to the 1800s. 
Descended from Marshall V. Simmons, the 
family first settled in Bloomingdale and 
Parrish before establishing permanent 
roots in Riverview. Over time, Simmons 
family land stretched along Big Bend Road 
west of U.S. 301 toward Bullfrog Creek.

Herman Simmons built a home along 
what became known as Simmons Loop 
Road, land that decades later would be re-
developed into the site of St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital South. During Wanda Westbrook’s 
childhood, Big Bend Road was unpaved, 
homes were widely spaced, and life cen-
tered on farming, church, and family.

After Herman Simmons married Mildred 
Simmons, who moved to Florida from Ten-
nessee, the couple operated a dairy farm 
on roughly 60 acres along Simmons Loop. 
Mildred Simmons later managed the dairy 
on her own while raising the children, over-
seeing the daily milking of about 65 cows.

Because of the dairy operation, the Sim-
mons property received electricity earlier 
than much of South County, where wide-
spread service did not arrive until the 
early 1930s. Milk was hauled in 10-gallon 
stainless steel containers to a Tampa dairy 
cooperative later absorbed by Sealtest. In 

later years, milk was also delivered directly 
to nearby homes.

Early Riverview life was simple and 
close-knit. Shopping was mostly local, with 
occasional trips into Tampa and Ybor City. 
Bullfrog Creek once ran clear and wide 
enough for swimming, easily accessible 
from Simmons family land. Wanda West-
brook also remembered severe storms, 
including a powerful hurricane in the mid-
1930s that flooded the area and uprooted 
large oak trees.

By the time she reached adulthood, Riv-
erview was already beginning its slow shift 
away from its agricultural roots.

Wanda Westbrook attended Wimauma 
High School, back then the only high school 
serving South Hillsborough County. After 
graduation, she worked at Margaret Ann’s 
Grocery — later known as Quik Check and 
Winn-Dixie — where she met her future 
husband, Charles Westbrook.

Charles Westbrook served in the U.S. 

By Brian Bokor

REMEMBERING WANDA WESTBROOK, LAST SURVIVING CHILD OF THE 
SIMMONS FAMILY THAT HELPED SHAPE RIVERVIEW

A member of one of the founding families of 
Riverview, Wanda Ruth Simmons Westrook, 

95, passed in November 2025.

Navy, and the couple spent nearly two 
decades stationed away from Florida, pri-
marily along the East Coast. After his mil-
itary service, they returned to Riverview, 
where Herman Simmons provided each 
of his children with a parcel of land along 
Simmons Loop.

Wanda and Charles Westbrook built 
their home on one of those parcels, land 
that today sits directly across from the 
hospital complex that now dominates the 
area. Married for 40 years, they raised 
four children together before Charles 
Westbrook passed away at age 62 from 
cancer.

Faith and family remained central 
throughout Wanda Westbrook’s life. She 
was a longtime member of Simmons Loop 
Baptist Church, which served as a gather-
ing place for generations of the Simmons 
family.

Earlier family reunions were held on the 
Simmons ranch and along Bullfrog Creek, 
drawing hundreds of relatives. Over time, 
changes in water flow, particularly fol-
lowing the construction of Interstate 75, 

altered the creek’s 
condition. When 
the ranch was no 
longer available, 
reunions contin-
ued at the church. 
In later years, 
those gatherings 
became harder to 
maintain due to 
age and illness, 
quietly marking 
the close of anoth-
er chapter in the 
family’s long pres-
ence along Sim-
mons Loop.

For more than 
four decades, Wanda Westbrook also 
worked as an Avon representative, becom-
ing a familiar and trusted presence in Riv-
erview neighborhoods. She was remem-
bered for her kindness, steadiness and 
generosity toward those she encountered.

Today, little physical evidence remains of 
the Simmons family dairy farm or the open 
land that once lined Simmons Loop Road. 
In its place stand hospitals, rehabilitation 
facilities and medical offices, symbols of 
Riverview’s growth.

Yet the family’s legacy endures in the 
geography itself. Simmons Loop Road is 
traveled daily by thousands who may nev-
er realize it bears the name of a real family 
whose land, labor and lives helped shape 
the community.

With the passing of Wanda Westbrook, 
Riverview lost more than a longtime res-
ident. It lost a living bridge to its earliest 
days, a reminder that beneath today’s de-
velopment lies a history built by families 
whose stories still matter and deserve to 
be remembered.

Photo courtesy of Simmons family
The Wimauma High School graduating class of 1948.
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TGH Imaging provides 
screening and diagnostic 
expertise in a wide 
range of technologically 
advanced imaging 
services to get you the 
answers you’ve been 
looking for. We offer 
convenient locations near 
you in Brandon, Riverview, 
and Sun City Center.

(813) 489-5120

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGHimaging.com

Human trafficking often looks different 
than what is portrayed in movies or on 
social media, according to advocates from 
the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, who re-
cently led a community awareness train-
ing focused on prevention and education.

Stephanie Barona, human trafficking 
care coordinator at the Crisis Center of 
Tampa Bay, explained that trafficking in-
volves one person exerting control over 
another through “force, fraud or coercion” 
for the purpose of exploitation. She em-
phasized that this control is not always 
obvious and can take many forms.

“Human trafficking is basically when 
one person exercises control over another 
person,” Barona said. “This person cannot 
simply walk away.”

Barona noted that trafficking can in-
volve labor or sexual exploitation but 
stressed that community members do 
not need to be experts to help prevent it. 
Awareness of common warning signs is 
often the first step.

Shayla Gonzalez, sexual assault services 
and mental health ambassador at the 
Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, encouraged 
residents to rethink common assumptions 
about what trafficking looks like.

“There is no perfect picture of what this 
crime looks like,” Gonzalez said. “A lot of 
times we think of a white van scenario, 
but in actuality, this is something that is 
happening within our own city limits.”

According to Gonzalez and Barona, po-
tential indicators may include individuals 
who appear fearful or unable to speak for 
themselves, lack access to personal identi-
fication, have limited control over money 
or transportation or are closely monitored 
by another person. While these signs do 
not always indicate trafficking, advocates 
said they are worth noting.

Gonzalez explained that traffickers of-
ten rely on manipulation rather than phys-
ical force.

“They are master manipulators,” she 
said, adding that traffickers may take ad-
vantage of trust, emotional connections or 
financial dependence to maintain control.

The training emphasized that communi-
ty members should never attempt to in-
tervene directly. Instead, attendees were 
encouraged to trust their instincts, docu-
ment their concerns and report suspicious 
situations to the appropriate authorities.

“If you feel like something is going on, 
it’s better to report it,” Barona said. “It’s 
better to say something and it be nothing 
than to say nothing and it be something.”

Both speakers stressed that education 
plays a key role in prevention and that 
awareness should extend beyond Human 
Trafficking Awareness Month.

Residents seeking information, sup-
port or referrals can contact the Crisis 
Center of Tampa Bay’s 24-hour helpline 
by dialing 211.

By Olivia Clark

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 
TRAINING EMPHASIZES PREVENTION 

AND VIGILANCE

Kappa Delta Phi Sorority Inc. has of-
ficially welcomed a new chapter to the 
Valrico community with the chartering of 
Kappa Upsilon, a social and civic sister-
hood dedicated to service, friendship and 
community involvement.

The chartering and installation of offi-
cers for Kappa Upsilon took place on Jan-
uary 10 at the home of Lily Barney, PNP. 
The celebration continued with a dinner 
social hosted at the home of Terry Mon-
tefusco, marking the beginning of the 
chapter’s presence in the area.

The installation ceremony was con-
ducted by Cindy Broeker, PNP, of the 
counseling chapter Gamma Alpha Nu in 
Huntingburg, Indiana. Nancy Wimble, 
Gulf Coast regional director, served as 
mistress of ceremonies for the event.

The newly installed officers of Kappa 
Upsilon include:

• Amy Carey Lee, chairman of the board
• Geraldine Clark, president
• Katie Lambert, vice president
• Terry Montefusco, treasurer
• Nancy Kelley, secretary
• Claudia Yake, guard

•	Colleen Barney, 
monitor

Additional char-
ter members in 
attendance includ-
ed Barney, Flora 
Temoin, Aurea 
Vasquez and Col-
leen Wimble.

Kappa Upsilon 
has already begun 
making an impact 
in the communi-
ty. The chapter 
kicked off the year 
by donating more 
than 26 bags and 

numerous garment boxes to AMVETS, 
supporting local veterans in need.

Looking ahead, the chapter has sched-
uled its first fundraising event to ben-
efit the community. Music bingo will 
be held on Friday, March 6, at Bullfrog 
Creek Brewing Co., located at 3632 Lith-
ia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. Community 
members are invited to attend and sup-
port the cause while enjoying an evening 
of music and fun.

Kappa Delta Phi currently has two 
chapters serving the local area — Kap-
pa Upsilon and Kappa Kappa — provid-
ing opportunities for women interested 
in civic engagement, community service 
and forming lasting friendships.

Women interested in learning more 
about Kappa Delta Phi, Kappa Upsilon or 
membership opportunities may contact 
Lambert by email at katiew.lambert@
hotmail.com.

Congratulations are extended to the 
members of Kappa Upsilon as they begin 
their journey of service and sisterhood 
in Valrico.

Staff Report

KAPPA DELTA PHI WELCOMES NEW 
VALRICO CHAPTER, KAPPA UPSILON

Members of Kappa Delta Phi’s newly chartered Kappa Upsilon chapter gather 
during their installation ceremony held at the home of Lily Barney, PNP.
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Tobacco Free Florida's Group Quit 
Sessions (in-person or virtual) now offer 
participants $25 - $125 in gift cards for 

their attendance.*
Group Quit offers free, expert-led in-person 
or virtual sessions for all Florida residents 
regardless of insurance status. Upon class 

completion, participants are eligible for nicotine 
replacement therapy such as patches, gum,

or lozenges.**  

*while supplies last
**if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older

Pre-registration required

Call USF AHEC Program today at:
813-974-7889

Queena Vuong has 
overcome many health 
obstacles since her at‑
tack at the Blooming‑
dale Regional Public 
Library more than 17 
years ago. She’s bat‑
tled some tough ob‑
stacles. It hasn’t been 
easy, but her fight 
goes on every day, as 
miracles continue to 
take place in her. Many 
have followed her sto‑
ry over the years and 
have come to know 
her as the ‘Bloomingdale Library Survivor.’

“In moments of hardship, it can be diffi‑
cult to recognize the strength still lives with‑
in us,” said Queena’s mother, Vanna Nguyen. 
“Yet, when we remain open to others, to 
love, and to possibility, we create space for 
healing and inspiration to grow.”

After Queena’s attack, it was the compas‑
sion and steadfast presence of those around 
her that carried her family forward. Over 
time, that support became a reminder that 
healing is not meant to be a solitary journey.

“It is something we walk through togeth‑
er,” Nguyen said. “When we allow ourselves 
inspired, we find the courage to keep going, 
to recognize beauty even in uncertainty, and 
to reflect hope back into the world.”

December 2025 marked 17th anniversary 
of Queena’s discharge after seven months in 
the hospital and rehabilitation. Her journey 
continues to be one of perseverance, faith 
and quiet strength.

“Over the past year, Queena’s overall 
health has remained stable, and we’re grate‑
ful for that consistency,” Nguyen said. “She 
does occasionally experience a brief mini 

seizure in the morn‑
ings, but otherwise 
her medical team feels 
she’s doing well.”

In her physical 
therapy at Stay In 
Step, Queena has seen 
meaningful signs of 
engagement.

“She shows in‑
creased awareness, 
often smiling in re‑
sponse to voices, and 
appears more relaxed 
during movement ex‑
ercises,” Nguyen said. 

“Although she still requires full assistance 
for cycling and walking‑based activities, 
the comfort and responsiveness she shows 
during sessions are encouraging steps for‑
ward.”

“She is able to respond to yes/no and sim‑
ple daily‑living questions using gestures and 
vocalizations,” Nguyen said. 

Looking ahead, Queena would love to re‑
turn to both water therapy and oxygen ther‑
apy. “These therapies have been beneficial 
for her in the past, but they are private‑pay 
and extremely expensive,” Nguyen said. “As 
a family, we’re hoping to raise additional 
funds to help cover these costs so she can 
resume the treatments she enjoys and bene‑
fits from. One of Queena’s biggest wishes is 
to visit Disney again. She hopes that an or‑
ganization might be able to sponsor a future 
trip for her. Being able to experience Disney 
would bring her so much joy and would be a 
truly special moment for her and our family.”

If you would like to learn more about 
Queena’s journey or donate to her rehabili‑
tation, you can visit her website at https://
joinqueena.com.

By Libby Hopkins

Queena Vuong is the survivor of an attack at the 
Bloomingdale Regional Public Library back in 2008.

Forever Green 
Lawn and Pest 
Control is a fam‑
ily-owned lawn 
care company 
built on experi‑
ence, consisten‑
cy, and a refusal 
to cut corners. 

Operating for 
more than 40 
years as a fami‑
ly-run business, 
Forever Green 
Lawn and Pest 
Control was 
founded with a 
straightforward 
philosophy: do 
the job the right 
way, or don’t 
do it at all. That 
commitment to quality remains at the 
core of everything the company does to‑
day.

Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control 
serves customers throughout Manatee, 
Pinellas, and Hillsborough counties, with 
offices located across the region to bet‑
ter support the communities it serves. 
The company offers comprehensive care, 
including lawn treatments, tree and shrub 
care and pest control.

Experience-driven care is a defining part 
of Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control’s 
process. With more than four decades of 
industry knowledge behind the business, 
the company relies on customized fertil‑
izer blends developed through firsthand 
experience. These blends are based on an 
understanding of what works, allowing 

Forever Green Lawn 
and Pest Control to 
avoid generic, one-
size-fits-all treat‑
ments. The result is 
a more customized 
approach focused 
on producing no‑
ticeable and sus‑
tainable results for 
each customer.

“I started this 
company because 
I saw too many 
jobs being done 
halfway,” said Mike 
Compton, owner of 
Forever Green Lawn 
and Pest Control. 
“We do it the right 
way or we don’t do 
it at all, which is 

why I’ve spent 45 years perfecting our 
fertilizer blends based on what actually 
works for each customer.”

Supporting that philosophy is a team of 
licensed and knowledgeable technicians 
who bring professionalism and consisten‑
cy to every property they service. Forev‑
er Green Lawn and Pest Control places 
a strong emphasis on proper training, 
attention to detail and following estab‑
lished processes to ensure lawns, trees, 
and shrubs receive the care they need to 
thrive over time.

Founded on higher expectations and 
long-term results, Forever Green Lawn 
and Pest Control has grown steadily while 
remaining true to its family-owned roots. 

For more information or to inquire about 
service, please visit www.fglawn.com. 

By Makenzie Atkins Noel

QUEENA INSPIRES WHILE FACING  
HER JOURNEY OF HEALING

FOREVER GREEN LAWN AND PEST 
CONTROL GROWS ON FOUR DECADES 

OF CUSTOMIZED, QUALITY CARE

Forever Green Lawn and Pest Control combines decades of 
knowledge to provide a service that is focused on delivering 

reliable results customers can trust.
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its charitable efforts. During the program, 
VFCC announced that its 2025 Charity of 
Choice, Hope for Her, received a $16,000 
donation raised throughout 2024. The 
funds will support women and children fac-
ing crisis situations in the local community.

Looking ahead, the chamber also an-
nounced its charities of choice for 2026. 
Seeds of Hope Inc. was selected for its mis-
sion of nourishing those in need through 
student-led initiatives, while We Are The 
Essentials was chosen for its work done 
by former law enforcement and military 
members who assist in locating missing 
persons.

Chamber leaders emphasized that the 
annual dinner is not only a celebration of 
success but also an opportunity to give 
back and strengthen the community. Citi-
zens Bank & Trust served as the main event 
sponsor, helping make the evening possible.

With record attendance and strong 
community support, the Valrico FishHawk 
Chamber’s annual dinner once again show-
cased the businesses and individuals who 
continue to make the region thrive — on 

and off the red carpet.
The Valrico Fishhawk Chamber of Com-

merce supports local business owners and 
non-profit organizations through positive 
networking, business education, and com-
munity involvement.

Members are involved in building rela-
tionships and friendships that make a dif-
ference. Our Chamber has approximately 
300 members representing businesses of 
all sizes. We focus on building a “know, like, 
and trust” approach so we’re comfortable 
using and referring others to our fellow 
Chamber members.

The Valrico Fishhawk Chamber of Com-
merce (VFCC) works year-round to raise 
funds for a Charity of Choice (selected by 
the Board President), collect donations 
for its high school senior scholarship pro-
gram for students entering a trade school, 
and give back to our schools with a great 
teacher luncheon and donated school sup-
plies.

Visit a weekly or monthly networking 
meeting or event to grow business through 
the VFCC. Visit www.valricofishhawk.org.

The Valrico FishHawk Chamber of Com-
merce (VFCC) rolled out the red carpet for 
its Annual Dinner and Business of the Year 
Awards, celebrating standout businesses, 
professionals and community leaders while 
reinforcing its mission of service through 
charitable giving.

Held on January 22 at The Regent, the 
chamber’s signature event embraced the 
theme ‘Hollywood Nights: Celebrating Our 
Chamber’s Stars,’ transforming the evening 
into a glamorous awards-style celebration. 
Chamber members, elected officials and 
community partners gathered for a night 
of recognition, networking and philanthro-
py, many arriving dressed in awards-night 
glam or as favorite movie characters.

Throughout the evening, the chamber 
honored excellence across a wide range of 
categories. Tiffany Achille of Citizens Bank 
& Trust in Valrico was named Business 
Leader of the Year, while 55 Rides earned 
Emerging Business of the Year. Other hon-
orees included Burn Boot Camp as Fran-
chise Business of the Year, Edge Pools as 
Large Business of the Year, iSmash as Me-

dium Business of the Year and Faith Based 
Fitness Bus as Minority-owned Business of 
the Year.

Amani Med Spa received dual recogni-
tion as both Small Business of the Year and 
Woman-owned Business of the Year, with 
Dr. Gina Brar recognized for her leadership. 
Additional awards went to Bikes For Christ 
as Non-profit of the Year; Katlyn Agosta 
of Papaya Primary Care as Solo Entrepre-
neur of the Year; Next Level Lending as 
Startup Business of the Year; Dream Vaca-
tions, owned by Jenifer Breaux, as Veter-
an-owned Business of the Year; and Laurie 
Partanio of Professional Pets Florida as 
Young Professional of the Year.

Community service was also highlighted, 
with Angie Kagey of the Impact Program 
receiving the Community Impact of the 
Year award. Kevin Kemp of Kemp Designs 
earned the Member Spotlight Award, vot-
ed on by the chamber’s executive board, 
while Rebecca Kerzan of Brandon Massage 
Oasis was named Ambassador of the Year.

In addition to celebrating business 
achievements, the chamber spotlighted 

Staff Report

Bikes For Christ was named Non-profit of the 
Year at the VFCC Annual Dinner.

CHAMBER CELEBRATES BUSINESS STARS AT DINNER, AWARDS 
$16,000 TO HOPE FOR HER AND ANNOUNCES 2026 CAUSES

Amani Med Spa received dual recognition as 
Small and Woman-owned Business of the Year.

Edge Pools was named winner of the Large Busi-
ness of the Year at the VFCC Annual Dinner.

Tiffany Achille of Citizens Bank & Trust in Valrico 
was named Business Leader of the Year.



Page 27February 2026 Brandon/Winthrop Edition

The 14th annual Bill Carey Sporting 
Clay Tournament will return to FishHawk 
Sporting Clays on Saturday, March 28, 
bringing together sportsmen, community 
leaders and supporters of local youth for 
a day of competition, camaraderie and 
cause-driven impact.

Benefiting the Carey Family Brandon 
Club, the annual event supports pro-
grams serving children and teens through 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Tampa 
Bay. The tournament runs from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at FishHawk Sporting Clays, located 
at 13505 Hobson Simmons Rd. in Lithia.

Participants can expect an expanded 
clay shoot tournament on a larger course, 
followed by a barbecue lunch provided 
by BubbaQue’s. The day will also fea-
ture raffle drawings with prizes includ-
ing firearms, sporting goods, gift cards 
and more. Organizers say the event is 
designed to be both fun and meaningful, 
offering attendees the chance to enjoy a 
premier sporting experience while mak-
ing a difference in the lives of local youth.

Registration for the tournament offi-
cially opened in January. Participants can 
register teams, purchase raffle tickets 
and explore sponsorship opportunities 

online at www.bgct-
ampa.org/billcarey-
clayshoot.

“Shooting events 
like this allow our 
community to come 
together in support 
of the kids we serve 
at the Carey Family 
Brandon Club,” said 
Jamie McWade, di-
rector of events for 
the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater 
Tampa Bay. “It’s an 

exciting day that directly impacts the 
programs and opportunities available to 
our club members.”

The tournament schedule includes an 
8 a.m. start time, with lunch served at 
11:30 a.m. Sponsorship packages and 
raffle tickets will also be available for 
individuals and businesses looking to in-
crease their support.

The event comes as the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater Tampa Bay celebrates 
100 years of impact across the region. 
Since the Rotary Club of Tampa estab-
lished the West Tampa Boys Club in 1926, 
the organization has expanded alongside 
the communities it serves, eventually 
merging with the former Boys & Girls 
Clubs of the Suncoast to better serve 
youth throughout Tampa Bay. Through-
out a century of growth and change, the 
organization’s mission has remained the 
same: ensuring every child has a place to 
belong and a path to a brighter future.

For more information about the tour-
nament, sponsorship opportunities 
or registration, contact McWade at 
jmcwade@bgctampa.org or by phone at 
813-769-7528.

Staff Report

Shoot for a cause at the 14th annual Bill Carey Sporting Clay Tournament 
on Saturday, March 28, at FishHawk Sporting Clays in Lithia.

ANNUAL BILL CAREY SPORTING CLAY 
TOURNAMENT RETURNS ON MARCH 28

Long before the 
sun rises over The 
Regent event ven-
ue in Riverview, 
one staff member 
is already moving 
through the quiet 
halls, preparing the 
building for anoth-
er full day of com-
munity events. For 
more than 15 years, 
facilities team mem-
ber Zoran Pavic has 
been one of the venue’s most dependable 
and recognizable faces — a steady presence 
whose work helps keep one of the region’s 
busiest event centers running smoothly.

Pavic, originally from Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, came to the Tampa Bay area in 
1998, bringing with him a background in 
plumbing and electrical work. That experi-
ence shaped the path that eventually led him 
to The Regent.

“He did plumbing and electrical in his 
home country and was able to find work 
doing those things here, which led him into 
facility maintenance working for Sodexo, 
who had the contract for HCC and the Re-
gent when it was built,” said Shannon Keil, 
president and CEO of The Regent.

Pavic officially joined The Regent’s staff 
in 2009, and since then colleagues said his 
reliability and upbeat attitude have become 
part of the venue’s identity.

“My boss, Shannon, is the best,” said Pav-
ic. “Communication is good, and together we 
fix things and make it work good for clients 
and the community.”

His days start early — often before dawn.
“We are busy and have a lot of people at 

events. I get here at 5:30 a.m. and get rooms 

ready for the events 
of that day, some-
times do minor main-
tenance and check 
to make sure things 
are working and 
ready for event,” said 
Pavic. “I sometimes 
go home and come 
back for the events 
at night. I take care 
of the needs of the 

event and clean up, 
then come back the 

next day to do it again.”
Over the years, Pavic has witnessed 

countless moments inside the venue’s walls, 
from milestone celebrations to solemn cere-
monies. One event stands out.

“We are part of special moments for fam-
ilies, students and members of the commu-
nity,” said Pavic. “One of my favorites is the 
Menton Dinner for Black Dagger Hunt Club, 
an organization for Gold Star families and 
wounded veterans. We hang a 40 ft. flag 
that was jumped from Normandy and have 
a 98-year-old Rosie the Riveter who comes 
every year. I like to listen to the speakers 
and see them recognize the soldiers who 
have been injured.”

To those who work alongside him, Pavic’s 
presence is more than operational support 
— it’s a source of calm and consistency. Out-
side of work, Pavic keeps his priorities sim-
ple: spending time with his family, grandkids, 
wife and dogs.

“I really enjoy time with my family, and a 
really good bourbon!” he said.

The Regent is located at 6437 Watson 
Rd. in Riverview. For more information, 
visit www.experiencetheregent.com or 
call 813-571-2494. 

By Kelly Wise Valdes

Zoran Pavic stands inside The Regent, where his 
behind‑the‑scenes work keeps the venue running 

seamlessly for weddings, and galas.

UP BEFORE DAWN: ZORAN PAVIC 
KEEPS THE REGENT RUNNING
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Top artists from the worlds of pop, rock, 
hip-hop, country and more will take the stage 
for full-length concerts this year at Busch 
Gardens Tampa Bay, the most in the park’s 
history; all concerts are included free of 
charge with all forms of admission

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay is turning up 
the volume with more live music than ever 
before. During the 2026 concert series, vis-
itors can enjoy performances, including na-
tional headliners and nostalgic bands, taking 
place on select dates from now through Sun-
day, May 17. With concerts included with all 
forms of park admission, a Busch Gardens 
Annual Pass offers guests the most flexible 
way to access the full 2026 concert lineup all 
season long.

The electrifying performances span across 
three signature events, having begun with 
the Real Music Series, a mix of classic rock, 
soul and R&B, until February 20. The live mu-
sic continues during the Food, Wine & Garden 
Festival, with chart-topping artists like Walk-
er Hayes and Flo Rida performing full-length 
concerts. Finally, the series concludes with 
the return of Glory in the Gardens, featuring 
top Christian acts like Chris Tomlin.

Food, Wine & Garden Festival
The revamped Food, Wine & Garden festi-

val pairs live entertainment with culinary cre-
ations. Country singer Walker Hayes kicks off 

the festival on Saturday, March 7, with full-
length concerts continuing every weekend of 
the event through Saturday, May 9. The line-
up includes artists such as Flo Rida, Taking 
Back Sunday, Nick Carter, Bowling for Soup, 
Smash Mouth, Kansas, Dylan Scott, Bow 
Wow and the Pop 2000 Tour, featuring Chris 
Kirkpatrick of *NSYNC, O-Town, Ryan Cabre-
ra and LFO.

Glory in the Gardens
Glory in the Gardens is a one weekend mu-

sic event dedicated to Christian acts. On Sat-
urday and Sunday, May 16-17, award-winning 
artists like Chris Tomlin, Brandon Heath and 
Danny Gokey will take the stage.

Concert Lineup & Artist Highlights
Food, Wine & Garden Festival:
• Saturday, March 7 | Walker Hayes
• Sunday, March 8 | Puddle of Mudd
• Saturday, March 14 | P.O.D.
• Sunday, March 15 | Grupo Mania
• Saturday, March 21 | Skillet
• Sunday, March 22 | Robin Thicke
• Friday, March 27 | Warren G
• Saturday, March 28 | Dylan Scott
• Sunday, March 29 | Kansas
• Saturday, April 4 | Nick Carter
• Friday, April 10 | The Band Perry
• Saturday, April 11 | El Gran Combo de 
Puerto Rico
• Sunday, April 12 | Smash Mouth

• Saturday, April 18 | Flo Rida
• Sunday, April 19 | Air Supply
• Friday, April 24 | Bowling For Soup
• Saturday, April 25 | Surprise Artist
 To Be Announced Soon
• Saturday, May. 2 | Bow Wow & Ying 
Yang Twins
• Sunday, May 3 | Taking Back Sunday
• Saturday, May 9 | Pop 2000 featuring 
Chris Kirkpatrick of *NSYNC, O-Town, Ryan 
Cabrera and LFO
 Glory in the Gardens:
 • Saturday, May 16 | Chris Tomlin + Bran
don Heath
 • Sunday, May 17 | Danny Gokey  +
Surprise Artist To Be Announced Soon
Visitors who want the best seats in the 

house can purchase VIP seating for each 
act. Additional information can be found at 
https://buschgardens.com/tampa.

Best Way to Experience Concerts at Busch 
Gardens Tampa Bay

The Busch Gardens Annual Pass program 
is designed to give guests flexibility with four 
tiers, each one allowing guests to choose the 
benefits that best fit their lifestyle. Annual 
passes start at $14.50 per month, with no 
down payment and 0 percent APR.

From unlimited visits and seasonal event 
access to exclusive freebies and savings, pass 
members can expect:

• Free guest tickets to share the fun with 
friends and family. • Free parking and dis-
counts on food, beverage, and merchandise 
(select tiers). • Free Busch Bucks to spend in 
park. • Be among the first to experience the 
all-new Lion & Hyena Ridge when it opens in 
2026. • Discounts on one-of-a-kind animal 
encounters, VIP tours and youth summer 
camps.

For more information on the concert series 
and annual pass, visit https://buschgardens.
com/tampa  and follow Busch Gardens on 
social media at @BuschGardens.

About Busch Gardens Tampa Bay
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay is the ultimate 

family adventure, offering 300 acres of fas-
cinating attractions based on exotic explo-
rations around the world. Busch Gardens is 
a unique blend of thrilling rides, an AZA-ac-
credited zoo with over 16,000 animals 
representing more than 200 species and 
exciting seasonal events all year, providing 
unrivaled experiences for guests of every 
age. For more information, visit https://
buschgardenstampa.com/. Busch Gardens 
is owned by United Parks & Resorts Inc. 
(NYSE: PRKS), a leading theme park and 
entertainment company providing experi-
ences that matter and inspiring guests to 
protect animals and the wild wonders of 
our world.

Staff Report

BUSCH GARDENS TAMPA BAY ANNOUNCES 2026 CONCERT SERIES WITH A 
NEW AND EXPANDED LINEUP OF OVER 20 CHART-TOPPING ARTISTS
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Nothing com-
pares to the one 
and only Monster 
Jam, roaring into 
Tampa for a week-
end of adrena-
line-charged excite-
ment at Raymond 
James Stadium on 
February 28 and 
March 1, 2026. Fea-
turing the Stadium 
Championship Se-
ries East, the event 
promises an unfor-
gettable experience 
filled with massive 
trucks, gravity-de-
fying stunts and 
world-class drivers 
competing at the 
highest level.

Described as “un-
expected, unscript-
ed, and unforgettable,” Monster Jam is 
far more than a motorsports event. Fans 
can expect 12,000-pound trucks launch-
ing into the air, balancing on two wheels 
and racing at full throttle in competitions 
of speed, skill and style. Racing, Skills and 
Freestyle events will determine the Event 
Champion, with fans helping to score driv-
ers in real time.

Tickets are on sale now through Tick-
etmaster, with Monster Jam Preferred 
Customers receiving early access to the 
best seats. Fans can still sign up for free 
to receive an exclusive presale code, while 
general public ticket sales begin Tuesday, 
September 16. Ticket prices vary, and ad-
ditional venue or ticketing fees may apply.

The fun begins even before the engines 
rev with the Monster Jam Pit Party®, held 

both Saturday 
and Sunday 
prior to each 
event. Attend-
ees can get up 
close to the 
trucks, meet 
drivers, collect 
a u t o g r a p h s 
and learn how 
these powerful 
machines are 
built to with-
stand intense 
compet it ion . 
Another fan fa-
vorite, Monster 
Jam Trackside, 
takes place 
about an hour 
before each 
event and fea-
tures driver 
interviews, pit 

crew insights and giveaways.
Twelve elite drivers will battle for the 

Stadium Championship Series East title 
and a coveted spot in the Monster Jam 
World Finals® in Salt Lake City, Utah. The 
lineup includes crowd favorites such as 
Grave Digger® driven by Adam Anderson, 
Sparkle Smash® driven by Jamie Sullivan, 
JCB DIGatron™ driven by Tristan En-
gland, Megalodon® driven by Kevin Crock-
er, El Toro Loco® driven by Joe Foley and 
more. Truck and driver lineups are subject 
to change.

With heart-pounding action and fami-
ly-friendly fun, Monster Jam continues to 
be one of the most anticipated live events 
of the year in Tampa.

For tickets, pit passes and more infor-
mation, visit www.monsterjam.com

THURSDAYS

Monday 11am-10pm
Tuesday-Thursday 11am-11pm
Friday - Saturday 11am-12 am 

SaltyShamrock.net

(813) 938-5282
6186 US Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach

AN EVENING WITH
AUDRA McDONALD

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Feb 28
Straz Center

GALA BENEFIT CONCERT

The Valrico FishHawk Chamber of 
Commerce (VFCC) is excited to announce 
that applications will soon be accepted 
for the fourth annual Honorary Mayor’s 
Race of East Hillsborough.

From Monday, June 1, through Tuesday, 
June 30, selected community members 
will campaign to raise money for local 
charities. The person who raises the most 
money will earn the fun and meaningful 
title of Honorary Mayor of East Hillsbor-
ough for one year.

East Hillsborough County does not 
have an elected mayor because it is an 
unincorporated area. This special race 
gives the community an ‘honorary may-
or’ while also raising important funds for 
charities that help local families, schools 
and organizations.

The Honorary Mayor’s Race, support-
ed by the Valrico FishHawk Chamber of 
Commerce, is nonpolitical and focused 
on giving back. Candidates raise mon-

ey for a chari-
ty or nonprofit 
they choose by 
hosting events, 
reaching out to 
neighbors and 
working togeth-
er with the com-
munity. The goal 
is simple: have 
fun while help-
ing others.

Anyone with 
a heart for the 
community is 
encouraged to 
apply. Appli-
cations will be 
available start-
ing on Sunday, 
March 1 and are 

due by Saturday, March 28. Charities 
can include school booster clubs, new 
nonprofits that need more attention or 
well-known local organizations. Both the 
candidate and the charity must live in, 
work in or support the East Hillsborough 
County area.

Last year’s race was a huge success. 
Participants Michael Brand of 55 Rides 
and Abi Merkle of AM Design & Ser-
vices raised more than $121,000 for 
local charities. Brand earned the honor-
ary mayor title after raising $64,000. 
Fundraisers included bingo nights, a 
clay shoot, bourbon tasting, concerts, 
sports events, auctions and even a sec-
ond-chance prom.

Merkle shared, “I’m so proud of what 
we were able to accomplish together as 
a community.”

To learn more or apply, visit the web-
site at www.valricofishhawk.org.

Staff Report

CANDIDATES SOUGHT FOR HONORARY 
MAYOR’S RACE OF EAST HILLSBOROUGH

Last year’s Honorary Mayor’s Race participants Michael Brand of 55 Rides and Abi 
Merkle of AM Design & Services are pictured during the Chamber-supported event. 

The pair raised more than $121,000 for local charities, with Brand earning the 
honorary mayor title after raising $64,000.

Staff Report

FAMILY FUN GOES FULL THROTTLE AS 
MONSTER JAM® TAKES OVER TAMPA
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Live stronger with  
a healthy heart.

43
33
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Tampa Bay’s 
Heart Experts
From fatigue to chest  
pain or palpitations,  
every symptom could  
be a sign that you need  
to see your doctor. In  
those moments when  
your heart is at risk, turn to  
AdventHealth Pepin Heart Institute. 

We’re honored to be recognized with the 
HeartCARE Center National Distinction 
of Excellence by the American College of 
Cardiology, and we’re here to help when  
your heart needs us most.

We know your heart. We know that  
each one is unique, and our experts  
are here to care for each one.

Take your heart risk  
assessment today. 
FloridaHeartExperts.com 

2025

For someone who has 
just been victimized, 
walking into a court-
house can feel intimidat-
ing and lonely. It doesn’t 
have to. Justice works 
best when victims know 
they are supported every 
step of the way.

That is why I am proud 
to share some important 
news for our East Hills-
borough community. The 
state attorney’s office is 
expanding our Victim As-
sistance 
p r o -
g r a m 
to the 
P l a n t 
C i t y 
C o u r t -
house ef-
fective im-
m e d i a t e l y . 
B e g i n n i n g 
now, a trained 
victim advo-
cate will be 
on-site every 
Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. to 
help victims 
and their fam-
ilies navigate 
the court pro-
cess and access the support they need.

This is more than a new office location. It 
is about meeting people where they are. By 
placing an advocate right inside the Plant 
City Courthouse, we are making sure help is 
closer and available when it is needed most.

The advocates serving Plant City are part 

of the same experienced 
team based in our down-
town Tampa office. That 
means victims receive the 
same level of care and ex-
pertise no matter where 
their case is heard. These 
advocates do far more 
than explain court dates 
and paperwork. They 
help families understand 
what to expect and con-
nect them with resources 
like counseling, shelters 
or clothing. Sometimes, 

s u r v i -
vors are 
just look-
ing for 
someone 
to listen.

O u r 
victim ad-
vocates are 
some of the 
most dedicat-
ed and com-
p a s s i o n a t e 
people on our 
team. They re-
mind victims 
that they are 
not alone in 
this process. 
We couldn’t 
do our work 

as prosecutors without them.
If you or someone you know is a victim 

living in the east part of our county, you’re 
invited to meet us at the Plant City court-
house. Call 813-574-6391 or visit https://
hillsboroughsao.gov to learn more about 
the services our advocates provide.

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ADDS VICTIM 
ADVOCATE TO PLANT CITY COURTHOUSE

State Attorney Suzy Lopez.

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

The Hillsbor-
ough College 
District Board of 
Trustees voted 
unanimously this 
week to approve 
a Memorandum 
of Understanding 
(MOU) with the 
Tampa Bay Rays, 
allowing the col-
lege to explore a 
potential part-
nership tied to 
the redevelop-
ment of a new 
ballpark on a portion of its Dale Mabry cam-
pus.

Board Chairman Greg Celestan said the 
vote reflects a shared vision for long-term 
community impact that extends beyond pro-
fessional sports.

“This is about so much more than a ball-
park,” Celestan said. “It’s about economic 
development, opportunity for our students 
and creating something meaningful that 
benefits Tampa Bay for generations. Wel-
coming the Rays home to this site while 
creating a live, work, play and learn district 
is an extraordinary opportunity, and we’re 
ready to help get this project in motion.”

Under the agreement, Hillsborough Col-
lege would continue operating on the Dale 
Mabry campus throughout any planning or 
construction phases. Instruction and stu-
dent services would remain uninterrupted, 
with temporary on-campus facilities utilized 
as needed to ensure academic continuity. 
Long-term plans call for the development 
of new academic buildings and the reconfig-
uration of existing spaces to integrate into 

a shared, mixed-
use campus envi-
ronment.

Hillsborough 
College Presi-
dent Dr. Ken At-
water described 
the proposal as a 
transformational 
opportunity cen-
tered on enhanc-
ing the student 
experience.

“A project of 
this scale and vi-
sion creates new 

pathways for learning, workforce devel-
opment, internships and career-connected 
education,” Atwater said. “By reimagining 
the Dale Mabry campus within a dynamic, 
mixed-use district, we are strengthening our 
role as an economic and civic anchor while 
expanding opportunity for our students, fac-
ulty and staff.”

College officials emphasized that the 
MOU does not obligate Hillsborough Col-
lege to move forward with the project. The 
agreement allows the institution to explore 
feasibility and collaboration while preserv-
ing the board’s authority to terminate the 
MOU at any time.

Hillsborough College serves more than 
46,000 students annually across five cam-
puses throughout Tampa Bay, offering asso-
ciate and baccalaureate degrees as well as 
certificates and diplomas at approved levels. 
The college is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges (SACSCOC).

For more information about Hillsborough 
College, visit www.hcfl.edu.

Staff Report

Standing at the podium is Dr. Ken Atwater, college pres-
ident. Behind him on the left is Greg Celestan, chairman 

of the Hillsborough College District Board of Trustees. On 
Atwater’s right is Ken Babby, Tampa Bay Rays CEO.

COLLEGE BOARD APPROVES 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

WITH TAMPA BAY RAYS
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Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of 
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close 

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From 
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman
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MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

CATERING SERVICES
Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events

Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties

Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

Free
Estimates!

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 • Saturday 10 - 4Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 • Saturday 10 - 4

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!

But we’ll give you more in trade!

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!

But we’ll give you more in trade!

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

One-of-a-Kind Jewelry for
Once-in-a-Lifetime Moments

One of the defining features of The Gal-
lery concept is its approach to food and 
hospitality. Adam Galloway, culinary spe-
cialist for Experience Senior Living, said 
the company has intentionally moved 
away from traditional senior living dining 
models.

“We don’t have dining rooms or dining 
venues,” Galloway said. “We have restau-
rants.”

The Tampa campus is planned to include 
five on-site restaurant venues, including 
full-service dining, bars, and a raw bar, 
along with neighborhood-specific restau-
rants serving memory care residents.

In addition to its hospitality-focused 
dining program, the campus is planned 
to include a range of on-site amenities 
designed to support wellness, creativity 
and daily convenience. Planned features 
include an on-site chef, cocktail bar, a 
resort-style pool, a pickleball court, out-
door entertainment areas with grills and 
an outdoor kitchen, a smart fitness cen-
ter, a full-service salon, an art studio and 
pet-friendly accommodations. Residents 
will also have access to personalized 
transportation, a medical alert system and 
24-hour, on-site clinical staff.

“Everyone that lives in assisted living 
has that purpose and an amazing career 
background. Finding that passion they still 

have, whether it’s food, activities, or wine, 
really matters,” Galloway said.

Nick McLaughlin, director of sales, said 
the community’s focus goes beyond ame-
nities or floor plans and centers on how 
residents are treated day to day.

“We want to be known for really great 
connections and really great quality and 
service,” McLaughlin said.

He emphasized that many people enter-
ing assisted living bring decades of profes-
sional experience, personal passions and 
strong identities with them, and he said 
the service model is designed to recognize 
those qualities through consistency, atten-
tiveness and personal connection, from 
staff knowing residents by name to sup-
porting continued engagement in mean-
ingful interests.

“What brings us all so close together 
is we share that same common bond to 
serve seniors and be the most amazing 
footprint in their life when sometimes it 
can be the last chapter of their life,” said 
Louise Odom, senior vice president of 
sales, during the same event.

The leasing center is now open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., with 
weekend appointments available, as the 
community moves toward an opening in 
the final quarter of 2026. Additional in-
formation is available at 813-642-4430.

Along Bell Shoals Road, a new senior 
living community is under construction, 
emphasizing art-focused design and a hos-
pitality-driven lifestyle.

Officially named The Gallery Tampa, the 
community is located on a 17-acre prop-
erty at 5049 Bell Shoals Rd. in Valrico. 
Formerly, the site was occupied by St. 
Stephen Catholic Church, before the con-
gregation relocated to its Boyette Road 
campus. Developed by Experience Senior 
Living, the community will introduce 202 
homes across multiple levels of care.

Preserving existing oak trees was cen-
tral to the site’s original design. Buildings 
were positioned to avoid mature oaks, 
with winding walking paths following the 
natural lines of the remaining canopy to 
preserve privacy, maintain a connection 
to nature and retain elements of the site’s 
long-standing character.

Construction is underway, with the 
community projected to welcome its first 
residents in the final quarter of 2026.

Company leaders said the Tampa-area 
project was intentionally designed to com-
bine hospitality, wellness and connection 
within an arts-inspired environment.

“This marketplace has been so support-
ive. I have never worked somewhere be-
fore where people have been so helpful. 
It’s wonderful to be in such a collaborative 

environment,” said Launa Moore, execu-
tive director, during a recent on-site event.

The Gallery Tampa will encompass more 
than 240,000 square feet and include 202 
residences, consisting of 115 independent 
living homes — including six villas and 24 
flats — along with 45 assisted living and 
42 memory support residences, all within 
a single integrated campus.

Moore said the Bell Shoals Road site 
was selected in part for its natural setting.

“We chose this specific site and wanted 
to make sure that we could preserve as 
many trees as possible,” she said.

Experience Senior Living operates sev-
eral Gallery-branded communities else-
where in Florida, including locations in 
Naples, Cape Coral, North Port and Port 
Orange, with an additional Reserve-brand-
ed Sarasota community currently under 
construction.

Beyond scale, project leaders said the 
campus is designed to support residents 
as their needs change over time without 
forcing them to leave a community they’ve 
already built. Early interest has included a 
husband and wife who have committed to 
living on the same campus, with one plan-
ning to lease an independent living villa 
while the other resides in assisted living, 
allowing them to spend as much time to-
gether as possible.

By Brian Bokor

L: Bob Delle Donne - Regional Sales, Launa Moore - Executive Director, Nick McLaughlin - Director of Sales. C:  Executive Director Launa Moore and Director of Sales Nick McLaughlin (front row) with Guests 

THE GALLERY: 202-HOME SENIOR COMMUNITY ON BELL SHOALS ROAD
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Dine Local With Us!Dine L   cal OSPREYOBSERVER.COM

Appetizer with
any dinner entree.
Friday & Saturday

6pm-Close Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

ENTIRE
Purchase

ENTIRE Purchase

Take Out & Delivery

La Septima Cafe

Sunflower Cafe
813-65-SUSHI

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

with other offers.

702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other
discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must

present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One

coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.

No cash value.

10446 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview

(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10288 Causeway Blvd

1/2 Off

10% OFF

10% OFF LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY

FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95

Happy Hour 
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

813-643-7777

ENTIRE Purchase

with any purchase

10% OFF

FREE
TACO

This past 
January, Big 
Brothers Big 
Sisters of Tam-
pa Bay (BBBS) 
partnered with 
the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and 
Benchmark In-
ternational for 
a dynamic Na-
tional Mentoring 
Month campaign 
designed to spotlight the power of men-
torship and respond to an urgent commu-
nity need: more than 1,000 children across 
Greater Tampa Bay are currently waiting 
for a mentor.

From January 5-20, the three organiza-
tions came together to raise awareness, 
celebrate existing mentors and recruited 
50 new Big Brothers and Big Sisters who 
changed children’s lives through consisten-
cy, connection and care.

The two-week partnership featured 
in-arena recognitions at Lightning games, a 
community ball hockey clinic for youth and 
storytelling moments throughout January, 
giving the public and media multiple oppor-
tunities to see mentorship in action.

“Mentorship is one of the most power-
ful tools we have to help young people feel 
supported, confident and hopeful about 
their future,” said Robyn Ostrem, CEO of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay. 
“With more than 1,000 children waiting 
for a mentor right now in Greater Tampa 
Bay, this partnership allowed us to meet 
the moment, celebrating our Bigs while 
inviting more people in our community to 
step forward and make a transformational 

difference.” 
Through-

out the 
m o n t h , 
Bigs, Lit-
tles and 
supporters 
were rec-
o g n i z e d 
d u r i n g 
L ightn ing 
games and 
special ac-

tivations, amplifying the message that 
mentorship strengthens families, schools, 
and communities.

“We believe in using our platform to 
support causes that create real impact 
in our community,” said Elizabeth Frazier, 
vice president of community hockey de-
velopment and social impact for the Tam-
pa Bay Lightning. “By partnering with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters during National Men-
toring Month, we helped to shine a light 
on the importance of positive role models 
and creating memorable experiences that 
inspired kids, both on and off the ice.”

Benchmark International’s involvement 
reflected its commitment to investing in 
people and strengthening the communi-
ties where its employees live and work.

Becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister 
does not require special skills or a large 
time commitment.

It starts with a few hours a month and 
a willingness to build a relationship. With 
more than 1,000 children still waiting in 
Tampa Bay, the need for mentors con-
tinues well beyond National Mentoring 
Month. To learn more, visit the website at 
www.bbbstampabay.org/be-a-big/.

By Libby Hopkins

PARTNERSHIP SHINES SPOTLIGHT 
ON URGENT NEED FOR 

BIG BROTHERS AND BIG SISTERS

For National Mentoring Month, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay 
teamed up with the Tampa Bay Lightning and Benchmark International.

Since 1933, the Tam-
pa Bay Hotel has been 
home to the Henry B. 
Plant Museum and The 
University of Tampa. 
The building, renamed 
Plant Hall, was declared 
a National Historic 
Landmark in recognition 
of its role as a military 
headquarters during the 
Spanish-American War. 
The Henry B. Plant Mu-
seum holds the distinc-
tion of accreditation by 
the American Alliance 
of Museums.

The museum’s mission is to interpret the 
Tampa Bay Hotel and the experiences of the 
diverse individuals who contributed to its 
success. The museum awakens thought and 
transports visitors to another era through 
exhibits and innovative programs. Original 
furnishings and artifacts and a dynamic 
self-guided audio tour immerse visitors in 
the opulence of a Gilded Age seasonal resort 
hotel.

“There is a wide range of Gilded Age art-
works on view, spanning paintings, sculpture 
and furniture,” said the museum’s member-
ship and museum relations manager, Jill 
D’Anna. “Many of the works reflect the 
craftsmanship, materials and artistic trends 
of the period, offering visitors a glimpse into 
the art that defined the era.”

Opened by railroad and shipping magnate 
Henry B. Plant, the Tampa Bay Hotel faced 
an uncertain future following his death 
in 1899. The City of Tampa purchased the 
property in 1905, and it continued to oper-
ate as a hotel until 1932. 

The following year, 
the city established 
the Tampa Municipal 
Museum in the south 
wing of the first floor 
to preserve the legacy 
of the Tampa Bay Ho-
tel. The remainder of 
the building, as well as 
the property, became 
home to The Universi-
ty of Tampa.

The museum houses 
original hotel furnish-
ings and art objects 
from Europe and Asia 
collected by Henry 

and Margaret Plant. In 1974, the Tampa Mu-
nicipal Museum became the Henry B. Plant 
Museum, commemorating Henry Plant’s 
contribution to the development of the Ci-
gar City and the creation of Florida’s tourist 
economy.

“The museum now offers guided art tours 
every Saturday at 11 a.m. and are complete-
ly free with paid museum admission,” D’An-
na said. “During the tour, guests can expect 
to see a diverse selection of works from our 
collection, including traditional paintings 
and sculpture, as well as furniture and deco-
rative objects.”

D’Anna hopes the tours help spread 
awareness about the importance of conser-
vation and restoration while also showcas-
ing the diversity of objects within the muse-
um’s collection.

For more about Henry B. Plant Museum, 
visit the website at www.plantmuseum.
com or call 813-254-1891. The museum is 
located at 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. in down-
town Tampa. 

By Libby Hopkins

HENRY B. PLANT MUSEUM OFFERS FREE 
GUIDED ART TOURS FOCUSING ON THE 

MUSEUM’S GILDED AGE ARTWORKS

Bring your Osprey Observer on your travels and share with us.
Email photos, name & location to editor@ospreyobserver.com.

The Gilmore family took their hometownpaper to the World’s Largest Axe in the townof Nackawic, New Brunswick, Canada.

Where In The World
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Dry cleaning
that suits you

20% OFF
Dry cleaning order

OODC20

20% OFF
Comforters & rugs

OOFTR20

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside dervice,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.

% %

Present coupon at drop-off. Not valid on wash & fold, 
laundry, household items, fur, suede, leather, wedding, or 
alterations. Participating locations only. No combining 
with other coupons. One-time use expires 6/30/25.

Present coupon at drop-off. Comforters and rugs 
only. No specialty fabrics, leather, fure, or suede. 
Participating locations only. No combining with other 
coupons. One-time use expires 6/30/25.

1928 East Bloomingdale Ave. (813) 662-4243 
1529 South Dale Mabry Hwy. (813) 251-2234
My.TideCleaners.com | Scan to get the app!

3/15/2026. 3/15/2026.

24/7 drop-off & pick-up, carside service,
doorstep delivery, wash & fold laundry.

Bridgewater Landing Apartments is now 
leasing in Riverview, welcoming residents to 
the area’s newest 55-plus active adult apart-
ment community thoughtfully designed for 
comfort, connection and carefree living.

Designed exclusively for independent 
adults 55 and better, Bridgewater Landing 
features one- and two-bedroom residences 
ranging from approximately 703 to 1,170 
square feet. Rental rates currently begin at 
$1,700 per month for one-bedroom, one-
bath apartments and range up to $2,435 
per month for spacious two-bedroom, two-
bath homes, depending on the floor-plan size 
and location within the building. Residents 
may choose from 10 unique floor plans to 
suit a variety of lifestyles and space needs.

Each apartment is designed with every-
day ease and refined living in mind. Homes 
include private, modern kitchens with quartz 
countertops; high-end LG appliances; luxury 
vinyl flooring; soaring 9-foot, 6-inch ceilings; 
and full-size, in-unit washers and dryers. 
Many residences also feature private patios 
or balconies overlooking landscaped court-
yards or a lake — a rare amenity in River-
view — allowing residents to enjoy Florida’s 
sunshine and fresh air from the comfort of 
home. Water, Wi-Fi with 60 cable channels 
and in-unit laundry are included.

Bridgewater Landing offers a truly main-

tenance-free lifestyle, 
complemented by an 
array of amenities 
that encourage active, 
social living. Residents 
can enjoy access to 
the Sweet Water Club, 
an exclusive, on-prop-
erty clubhouse offer-
ing wellness-focused 
fitness classes, cre-
ative experiences, so-
cial events and group 

outings. Additional amenities of the Sweet 
Water Club include a fitness center and re-
sort-style pool. 

The fully accessible buildings include ele-
vator access and wheelchair-friendly apart-
ments. Bridgewater Landing Apartments 
is also pet-friendly. A dedicated pet park is 
underway, providing space for residents and 
their four-legged companions to enjoy. The 
community also boasts a walking trail, out-
door gathering spaces, barbecue and on-site 
management and maintenance.

The property is located at 5790 Stock-
port St. in Riverview — on Bloomingdale 
Avenue, directly across from the Winthrop 
Town Centre.

Now open in its first building, Bridge-
water Landing Apartments will ultimately 
include 168 units and complete the larger 
Bridgewater Landing active adult communi-
ty of single-family homes and duplexes. The 
apartments are owned by Bridges Land and 
Development and were built by local home-
builder Sunrise Homes, which has been de-
veloping communities exclusively in Hillsbor-
ough County since 1983. 

Leasing offices are open Mon-Fri from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Call 813-934-2204. or email directly 
at leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com.

By Marie Gilmore

BRIDGEWATER LANDING OPENS LEASING 
FOR NEWEST 55-PLUS APARTMENT HOMES
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HCA Florida  Brandon 
Ranked Among America’s 
250 Best By Healthgrades

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital an-
nounced that it has been named one 
of America’s 250 Best Hospitals by Health-
grades, the number one site Americans use 
when searching for a doctor or hospital. This 
achievement reflects  Brandon Hospital’s 
commitment to clinical excellence and top-ti-
er patient care, placing the organization in 
the top 5 percent of U.S. hospitals for overall 
clinical performance.

In addition to this distinction for overall 
clinical care, Brandon Hospital has been rec-
ognized for its exceptional patient outcomes 
in key service areas, including orthopedic ser-
vices, spine sur-
gery, gastroin-
testinal services, 
gastrointestinal 
surgery and sur-
gical care.  For 
the third year 
in a row,  Bran-
don Hospital has 
been named among America’s 50 Best Hos-
pitals for Surgical Care. These accolades fur-
ther underscore  Brandon Hospital’s dedica-
tion to delivering the highest quality care to 
every patient, year after year.

HCA Florida Brandon Hospital is located at 
119 Oakfield Dr. in Brandon. Visit its website 
at www.hcahealthcare.com.

Hope And Harvest Continues To 
Expand

Stefanie Emrith is a FishHawk local and the 
founder of Hope & Harvest, a charcuterie and 

experiential events business proudly serving 
FishHawk and the surrounding communi-
ties. Over the past year, Hope & Harvest has 
successfully served the community through 
workshops, private celebrations, corporate 
gatherings and community pop-ups. As a 
locally owned and community-rooted busi-
ness, it is continuing to expand its offerings 
in 2026 through new partnerships, themed 
events and local venue collaborations. Visit 
its website at www.hopeandharvestevents.
com to find out more.

DML Property Solutions 
Offers Residential And 
Commercial Lawn Care 
And Landscaping Services

DML Property Solutions offers 
residential and commercial lawn 
care and landscaping services, 

helping homeowners, business owners and 
HOAs keep their properties clean, beauti-
ful and well maintained. Along with routine 
services, it offers additional services, includ-
ing sod removal and installation, irrigation 
inspections and weed control mulching. Find 
out more at www.dmlproperty.com.

Say YES To You And Your Business 
Summit 

The Say YES to You and Your  Business 
Summit  is a one-day immersive experience 
created for entrepreneurs and high-achiev-
ing professional women who are ready to 

release burnout, reclaim clarity and create 
harmony between their ambition and their 
well-being. Founded by Say YES to Your Life 
Coach Pearl Chiarenza, the  summit  focuses 
on helping women bridge the gap between 
professional achievement and personal ful-
fillment through mindset 
coaching, mental fitness 
tools and real-life strategies 
they can apply immediately. 
The event will take place at 
The Regent, located at 6437 Watson Rd. in 
Riverview, on Thursday, May 14. For more in-
formation, tickets and to see available spon-
sorship opportunities, visit https://sayyestoy-
ousummit.com/.

Professional Pets Florida
Professional Pets Florida, based in Valrico, 

is the premier provider of in-home pet-sitting 
and dog-walking care in the Hillsborough 
County area. Owned by Lauri Partanio, a 
former certified animal control officer and 

veterinary technician, Professional Pets Flor-
ida is focused heavily on bringing veterinary 
medicine and animal welfare to pet sitting 
and dog walking locally. With the pet indus-
try focusing heavily on ‘healthspan’ over just 
lifespan, owners of senior dogs and cats are 
recognizing that the high-stress environment 
of a kennel can be detrimental to an aging an-
imal’s immune system and cognitive health.

“The 2026 pet parent is more educated 
than ever. They don’t just want a pet sitter; 
they want a professional that treats their pet 
like their own,” Partanio said. Visit its website 
at https://professionalpets.net/.

Nothing Bundt Cakes Celebrates 
With BOGO Give Away

Nothing Bundt  Cakes  has been named 
America’s No. 1 Favorite Food Brand for the 
second year in a row, according to Technomic 
and Nation’s Restaurant News — a back-to-
back honor driven entirely by consumer feed-
back and praise. To celebrate and thank fans 

nat i onwide , 
the brand is 
rolling out a 
VIP sweep-
stakes and a 

limited-time buy-one-Bundtlet, get-one-free 
offer.  The three sweepstakes winners will 
receive a trip to Dallas in 2026 for a behind-
the-scenes visit to  Nothing Bundt  Cakes’ 
headquarters and Bundt Lab, where they’ll 
spend time with the brand’s bakers and lead-
ership. In addition, guests can enjoy a BOGO 
Bundtlet promotion from Monday through 
Sunday, February 16-22, at participating 
bakeries. Apply for the sweepstakes at www.
nothingbundtcakes.com/americas-favor-
ite-food-brand-sweepstakes/.
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813-934-2204 | leasing@bridgewaterlandings.com

1 Bedroom or 2 Bedrooms
Quartz countertops
Full-size in-home washer and dryer
Spacious kitchens
Includes water and Wifi + 60 channels

It's your time to enjoy more. Downsize
without compromise in a thoughtfully
designed community of high-end, easy-
to-maintain apartments-where comfort,
convenience, and an active lifestyle come
together for adults 55 and better.

NOW LEASING
BRAND NEW
PREMIUM RESIDENCES!
IN AN ACTIVE 55+ COMMUNITY

ELEVATE LIVING, SIMPLIFY LIFE.

5790 STOCKPORT ST, RIVERVIEW, FL 33578

COMPLIMENTARY 1-YEAR• MEMBERSHIP TO
THE SWEET WATER CLUB CLUBHOUSE
FOR OUR FIRST BUILDING OF RESIDENTS!

ON BLOOMINGDALE AVENUE. ACROSS FROM
THE WINTHROP TOWNE CENTRE.

STARTING AT $1855

APARTMENT FEATURES 

Pool & Fitness Center
Curated Activities
Happy Hours & Themed Events

Discover More About The
Clubhouse Amenities & Events
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DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Direct: 813-924-8677 
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com
www.BrendaWade.com
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Top Producer 
2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596

NEW YEAR, NEW GOALS…

Same Responsive Real Estate Team You Can Count On.
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

1111 DURANT RD
3BR/2BA/2CAR + OFFICE + BONUS + POOL

+ STORAGE GARAGE
$550,000

1018 TRACEY ANN LOOP
5BR/4BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL +

OUTDOOR KITCHEN
$650,000

3719 MOORES LAKE RD
3BR/3BA + 3CAR DETACHED GARAGE +

DOUBLE RV GARAGE + 6.13 ACRES
$899,000

124 BARRINGTON DR
4BR/3BA/2CAR + POOL

$675,000

4739 WHITE SANDERLING CT
2BR/2.5BA/1CAR + WATERVIEW

$239,000

3323 ANNA GEORGE DR
4BR/3.5BA/3CAR + IN-LAW SUITE +

OFFICE + BONUS + LOFT + POOL
$900,000

16349 SPRING VALLEY RD
3BR/2BA + DETACHED 2 CAR GARAGE +

BONUS + POOL + HOT TUB
$599,000

3816 BUCKINGHAM LOOP DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + POOL/SPA

$560,000

2718 GARDEN FALLS DR
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT

$420,000

602 FIELDCREST DR
2BR/2.5BA/2CAR + ASSIGNED PARKING

$235,000

4736 WOODS LANDING LN
4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT + FENCED YARD

$499,000

4712 EVER LASTING TRL
4BR/3.5BA/3CAR + DETACHED GARAGE +

POLE BARN + 1.26 ACRES
$695,000
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