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This Christmas discover 
Bristol’s culture, history, 
people and places, through  
our range of inspiring books 
and untold stories. 

Our gift guide features a range of 

best-selling titles from two great 

Bristol publishers: Bristol Books  

and Tangent Books. Both 

publishers have been supporting 

local authors, historians, artists and 

creatives, helping to celebrate the 

rich culture and heritage of the city 

and share new and untold stories.

All these books and more are 

available to buy online from  

www.bristolbooks.org, or from one 

of Bristol’s amazing independent 

bookshops. Places like Bookhaus, 

Gloucester Road Books or M Shed 

shop are real havens for book-

lovers, and are also vital spaces at 

the heart of our community.

So, this Christmas, whether you are 

treating yourself to a winter read, or 

choosing a special gift for a family 

member or friend, why not buy a 

local book and help support local 

independent book publishing?

Where to buy our books
Our local stockists include:

•	Arnolfini bookshop, Narrow Quay
•	Bookhaus, Rope Walk
•	Bookmarked, Henleaze
•	Born In Bristol, St George
•	Bristol Archives, B Bond Warehouse
•	Bristol Museum, Queens Rd
•	Clifton Suspension Bridge
•	Gloucester Road Books, Bishopston
•	Heron Books, Clifton
•	John Wesley’s New Room, Broadmead
•	M Shed, Harbourside
•	Mark’s Bakery, Tobacco Factory
•	National Trust shop Tyntesfield
•	Paper Tales, SPARKS, Broadmead
•	RWA shop, Queen’s Road 
•	Shambles Bookshop, St Nicholas 

Market
•	SS Great Britain, Harbourside
•	Story Smith, Bedminster
•	The BookCellar, Stokes Croft
•	Very Small Bookshop, Willway Yard, 

Bedminster
•	Waterstones, Galleries, Clifton  

and Cribbs Causeway
•	We Make Bristol, Canford Lane

Buy local ❤ 
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Bristol Green Walks
Twelve short walks exploring the many green spaces 

across Bristol. From wooded valleys and wildflower

meadows to reclaimed industrial sites, parkland and 

nature reserves. Each walk includes detailed descriptions 

and route maps, information on history and heritage, 

nature notes, and activities for families and children. With 

suggestions for public 

transport links and 

nearby car parking, plus 

ideas for refreshment 

stops along the way.

Days Out Around Bristol, 
Bath & Somerset

The Bristol Ideas Book of 
Walks

Packed with ideas for 

great days out within 

an hour or so’s drive, 

with suggestions 

to suit your mood, 

schedule and 

starting point. From 

the Mendip Hills and 

Somerset Levels, 

to South Wales, the 

southern Cotswolds, 

and the Coast. Discover cheesemakers, 

cidermakers, vineyards and much more.

These 12 city 

walks will help 

you follow in the 

footsteps of the 

Romantic poets 

and Brunel. 

Learn about 

Bristol’s council 

housing, public 

life, art, music 

history, nature 

and local myths 

along the way.

∞ Price: £14 ∞ Format: Softback, 148mm x 210mm  

∞ Pages: 128 ∞ ISBN: 9781909446519

∞ Price: £14.99 ∞ Format: Softback, 

129mm x 198mm ∞ Pages: 354  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446472

∞ Price: £14 ∞ Format: Softback,  

148mm x 210mm ∞ Pages: 228  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446441
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Immerse yourself in 
Bristol’s green spaces 
and discover something 
new along the way.

Buy now

Buy nowBuy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/bristol-green-walks
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/the-bristol-ideas-book-of-walks
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/daysoutbristol


From Brycgstow to Bristol in 45 
bridges
Each one of Bristol’s bridges has a fascinating story 
which is woven intimately into the 1,000-year history 
of the city. Why was it built? What was involved in its 
design, engineering and construction? What dramatic 
events sometimes swirled around and perhaps on it? 
In this book Jeff Lucas tells the story of each of the 
45 bridges which span the main waterways of Bristol 
between Avonmouth and St Anne’s, and which can be 
crossed on foot.

A Dictionary of Bristle Vegan Bristol: Bristol’s best 
places for plant based food

One of the city’s 
most popular 
books. For this 
edition, authors 
Harry Stoke and 
Vinny Green 
expanded the 
dictionary and 
phrasebook 
to include 
reference points 
such as Carboot 

Circus, plus the Bristolian Citizenship Test.

A guide to 
the most 
tantalising spots 
to discover 
amazing vegan 
food in Bristol. 
Featuring 
a curated 
selection of the 
best vegan and 
vegan-friendly 

establishments – from restaurants and 
cafés to pubs.

∞ Price: £24 ∞ Format: Hardback, 225mm X 225mm  

∞ Pages: 144 ∞ ISBN: 9781909446182

∞ Price: £5.95 ∞ Format: Softback,  

109mm x 145mm ∞ Pages: 120  

∞ ISBN: 9781906477295

∞ Price: £12.95 ∞ Format: Softback,  

150mm x 190mm ∞ Pages: 144  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446410

“�This book will open up 
new ways of looking at 
these beautiful structures”

E X P L O R E
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Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/from-brycgstow-to-bristol-in-45bridges
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/adictionaryofbristle
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/vegan-bristol


Manson’s Bristol Miscellany: 
Volumes 1 & 2
How much do you know about Bristol? Why 

does it look the way it looks? What secrets 

do its streets hide? What stories could its 

buildings tell if they had a voice? Michael 

Manson takes you on a search to find the 

soul of the city where he has lived for more 

than 45 years. The Bristol Miscellany began 

as a compendium of random facts and has 

grown into a treasure trove of tales from the 

city’s rich and diverse history.

A Shocking History of 
Bristol

Bristol’s Lost City

A Bristol classic 

back in print! 

Derek Robinson 

challenges the 

establishment 

narrative. First 

published in 

1973, this book 

inspired a 

generation of 

Bristolians, now 

available for a 

new generation. 

“White City” 

was the 

30-acre site 

in Bristol, 

between 

Ashton 

Gate and 

Cumberland 

Basin 

transformed 

for the Bristol International Exhibition in 1914. 

This book tells the remarkable story of an 

event almost lost to our collective memory.

∞ Price: £20 (each) ∞ Format: Hardback,  

180mm x 240mm  ∞ Pages: 160   

∞ ISBN: 9781909446267, 9781909446311

∞ Price: £10 ∞ Format: Softback,  

140mm x 215mm ∞ Pages: 136  

∞ ISBN: 9781914345203

∞ Price: £15 ∞ Format: Softback,  

225mm X 225mm ∞ Pages: 96  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446052

“An indispensable compendium of 
Bristol ephemera for streetwalking 
and armchair explorers alike!”
Professor Steve Poole, UWE

H I S T O R Y
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Buy now
Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/mansons-bristol-miscellany
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/mansons-bristol-miscellany-vol2
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/shockinghistoryofbristol
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/bristols-lost-city


The Women Who Built Bristol: 
Volumes 1, 2 & 3
A fantastic tome that chronologically plots the influence 
that a selection of amazing women have had on Bristol! 
Each volume containing 250 inspiring women. Author 
and editor Jane Duffus compiled the book with many 
of the entries being provided by guest writers, women 
historians and academics. The most comprehensive 
books about Bristol women,  
celebrating the less well-
known women of our past as 
well as the key big names.

Saints, Crooks & Slavers Maid of the Haystack

A history of a 
Bristol house 
and its people, 
with tips on how 
to investigate 
where you live. 
This Georgian 
house was 
shortlisted for 
the TV history 
programme A 
House Through 
Time.

An 18th Century 
conspiracy 
mystery based 
on true events 
near Bristol.
“An intriguing 
mixture of fact 
and speculation, 
with an enticing 
story at its 
heart.”  
— Mat Coward, 
Morning Star. 

∞ Price: £15 (each) ∞ Format: Softback, 140mm x 215mm 

∞ ISBN: 9781910089712 (vol 1), 9781910089873 (vol 2),  

9781914345388 (vol 3)

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback,  

156mm x 234mm  ∞ Pages: 128  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446243

∞ Price: £14 ∞ Format: Softback,  

140mm x 215mm  ∞ Pages: 248  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446342

“�A treasure-trove of 
information”. 
Professor Evelyn Welch

H I S T O R Y
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Buy now

Buy now

Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/womenwhobuiltbristolvol2
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/womenwhobuiltbristol
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/the-women-who-built-bristol-volume-three
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/saints-crooks-and-slavers
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/maidofthehaystack


‘Riot!’ The Bristol Bridge Massacre  
of 1793
Mike Manson’s 'Riot!' illuminates a darker moment 

in Bristol's history. Set against a backdrop of massive 

social and political change 'Riot!' vividly recreates the 

dreadful sequence of events that led to the Bristol Bridge 

Massacre of 1793. Compellingly written and meticulously 

researched ‘Riot!’ chronicles the events in Bristol during 

the pivotal year of 1793.

Vice & Virtue:  
Old Market Bristol

Hotwells:  
Spa to Pantomime

The story of 

Old Market’s 

brightest 

hour as part 

of Bristol’s 

shopping 

Golden Mile, 

the riotous 

inter war years, 

the impact 

of war, post war decline brought on by the 

redevelopment of the city centre, and revival 

as Bristol’s gay quarter.

A wonderfully 

illustrated 

tale about the 

community of 

Hotwells and 

Cliftonwood 

and its ability 

to adapt to 

extraordinary 

changes. 

Recounting Hotwells history, from its heyday 

as a Spa, to when Hope Chapel became 

Hope Centre, a beacon for Community Arts.

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback, 140mm x 215mm 

∞ Pages: 128  ∞ ISBN: 9781910089453

∞ Price: £10 ∞ Format: Softback,  

210mm x 210mm ∞ Pages: 72  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446076

∞ Price: £10 ∞ Format: Softback,  

210mm x 210mm ∞ Pages: 80  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446229

‘Riot!’ is essential reading for anyone 
interested in local history or politics.

H I S T O R Y
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Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/riot-the-bristol-bridge-massacre-of-1793-by-mike-manson
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/vice-virtue-old-market-bristol
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/hotwells-spa-to-pantomime


Banksy’s Bristol:  
Home Sweet Home
The book explores Banksy’s early years with the 
DryBreadZ/Bad Apples crew and follows his 
escapades around Bristol and far beyond. Banksy’s 
Bristol includes interviews with some of the artists 
who worked with Banksy in his early years as well 
as in-depth pieces (with pictures) on Banksy vs 
Bristol Museum, Banksy and the Easton Cowboys
and Dismaland. The Banksy timeline traces his 
work from his first stencil in Windmill Hill to his 
latest exploits.

Art & Activism Luke Jerram:  
Of Earth and Sky

This book 
explores how 
the lives of 
Bristol artists 
and activists 
were changed 
by major social 
movements 
that changed 
British society. 
Art & Activism is 

a window into the struggle to create a just, 
inclusive society.

Of Earth and 
Sky describes 30 
projects created 
by international 
artist Luke 
Jerram from 
2019 to 2025. As 
well as providing 
updates on the 
staggeringly 
popular Museum 

of the Moon and Gaia, it also features the 
very latest artworks including Helios.

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback,  

190mm x 230mm  ∞ Pages: 80  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446366

∞ Price: £18 ∞ Format: Softback,  

210mm x 260mm ∞ Pages: 96  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446458

A R T / C U L T U R E

8 Buy online: www.bristolbooks.org/shop

Now in its fifth edition, Home 
Sweet Home has been fully 
revised and updated.

∞ Price: £17 ∞ Format: Softback, 225mm x 225mm 

∞ Pages: 160  

∞ ISBN: 9781910089934

Buy now Buy now

Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/artandactivism
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/lukejerram-ofearthandsky
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/banksys-bristol-home-sweet-home


∞ Price: £20 ∞ Format: Hardback, 240mm x 170mm  ∞ Pages: 176  ∞ ISBN: 9781909446373

Bristol 650:  
Essays on the Future of Bristol
Edited by Amy O’Beirne and Andrew Kelly, this book brings 

together essays from over 30 contributors, addressing 

some of the challenges the city faces and sharing ideas 

about how we might meet them. From dealing with the 

past, the future of social care, culture and housing to 

building a city of aspiration, the book looks to promote 

learning about the future of Bristol and encourage new 

ideas to come forward.

Harry Dolman Steve Stacey:  
The Colour of Football

Following the 

rediscovery 

of Harry’s lost 

diaries this 

book uncovers 

the fascinating 

behind-the-

scenes stories 

of Bristol City, 

Ashton Gate 

stadium, the 

players and 

his amazing 

inventions.

A poignant, 

funny and 

moving tale, 

taking you 

behind the 

scenes of a 

professional 

footballer 

working up 

through the 

ranks while 

searching for  

his roots.

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback,  

215mm x 140mm ∞ Pages: 200  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446144

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback,  

215mm x 140mm ∞ Pages: 272  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446199

Essays from Julian Baggini, Evelyn Welch, 
Cleo Lake, Jaya Chakrabarti, George Ferguson 
Paul Smith and many more.

C U L T U R E / S P O R T
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Buy now Buy now

Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/harry-dolman
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/the-colour-of-football
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/bristol650


Wild Dayz
Beezer’s remarkable collection of 
pictures of the ‘Bristol Scene’ in the 
80s. The book features many shots 
from St Paul’s Carnival, The Dug Out, 
Red House Jam and classic shots of 
The Wild Bunch before they went on 
to superstardom as Massive Attack. 
Essential for all lovers of reportage 
photography and those who want 
to see what it was like to be “Young, 
Gifted and Bristolian”.

Adge King of the Wurzels Art & Sound of the Bristol 
Underground

This biography 
brings Adge 
Cutler vividly 
back to life, not 
only in his eight 
crazy Wurzels 
years but from 
early days 
including the 
thriving Bristol 
jazz and folk 
scenes of the 
50’s and 60’s.

Discover the 
origins of 
the Bristol 
Sound and its 
relationship 
with hip-hop 
and graffiti. 
Featuring Chris 

Burton and Gary Thompson’s collection 
of flyers by Bristol’s original graffiti artists 
advertising secret parties on the Bristol 
circuit in the 80s plus interviews with the 
people behind the leading hip-hop crews.

∞ Price: £15 ∞ Format: Softback, 254mm x 177mm  

∞ Pages: 160 ∞ ISBN: 9781906477332

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback,  

140mm x 215mm  ∞ Pages: 176  

∞ ISBN: 9781909446014

∞ Price: £10 ∞ Format: Softback,  

203mm x 247mm  ∞ Pages: 128  

∞ ISBN: 9781906477066

Includes never before 
seen work from 
Massive Attack’s 3D.

M U S I C
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Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/wild-dayz
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/adge-king-of-the-wurzels-john-hudson
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/art-sound-of-the-bristol-underground


Bristol Music: Sounds of the City
Compiled by Bristol music expert Richard Jones this is 

an essential guide to Bristol music with a timeline of the 

key moments in the city’s music history from 1955 to the 

present day. Including profiles of more than  

100 bands, musicians, DJs and producers who have  

made a significant impact on the sound of the city  

from Russ Conway to Massive Attack. The book also 

features images of artefacts from the 2018 M Shed Bristol 

music exhibition and features 

artists as diverse as Black Roots 

to Fred Wedlock.

Stray: An Autobiography of 
Milo Johnson

Massive Attack: Out of the 
Comfort Zone

The memoir of 

Milo Johnson 

(Aka Dj Milo) 

is both a 

fascinating 

insight into the 

life of one of 

the pioneers of 

what became 

known as the 

Bristol Sound 

and a harrowing 

personal story.

Author Melissa 

Chemam’s study 

of the influences 

that led to the 

formation of the 

Wild Bunch and 

then Massive 

Attack, exploring 

how the city 

helped shape 

one of the most 

successful 

musical 

movements.

∞ Price: £12 ∞ Format: Softback, 130mm x 180mm 

∞ Pages: 134  ∞ ISBN: 9781914345449

∞ Price: £30 ∞ Format: Hardback,  

160mm x 239mm ∞ Pages: 288  

∞ ISBN: 9781914345333

∞ Price: £14.99 ∞ Format: Softback,  

150mm x 228mm ∞ Pages: 312  

∞ ISBN: 9781910089729

From Black Roots 
to Fred Wedlock.

M U S I C
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Buy now

Buy now Buy now

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/bristol-music
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/stray
https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop/p/massiveattack


❤
Cheers
Bristol

Merry 
Christmas

Buy online: www.bristolbooks.org/shop

https://www.bristolbooks.org/shop

